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OPERATIONS OF THE 3D PLATOON, COMPANY "EY, 505TH PARACHUTE
INFANTRY REGIMENT (82D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE SEIZURE
CF THE NIJMEGEN BRIDGE, 19 - 20 SEPTEMBER 1944 (OPERATION
o T?E 18T ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY IN THE INVASION OF HOL-
LAND '
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGH)
(Personsal Experlence of a Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 34
Platoon, Company E, 505%th Parachute Infantry Reglment,
824 Airborne Division, in the seizure of the Nijmegan
Bridge, 19-20 September 1944, during the lst Allled Alr-
borne Ammy's invasion of Holland,

By early fall of 1944 the 4llled Armles were suffer-
ing a serlous handicap to the continued rapld advance
along the Western front in that they were badly in need
of supplies, and no Army was capable of meklng a sustain-
ed offensive, This situation had developed because the
Seaports serving the Armles were so far to the roar that
the supply lines could not adequetely carry the tremendous
burden required. (1)}

It was necessary for the Armles tc plan and execute
o declsive offensive or the war would go on into the
gummer of 1945, end thus give the Axls leaders the tlme
they so desired to recover from their losses and improve
their defenses or negotiate a better peace. (2)

Confronted with these conditions the Alllies devised
a plan to deliver the flnal blow on the Axls, This plan

| wes designated as Qpersatlon Market-Garden, Operation
'ﬁ Market was the alrborne phase ahd was fo be coeordinated

ﬁ wlth the ground effort., (3)

K' (l) A"l, p! 22; (2) A-l, po 25; (3} A-l, P. 2'30~
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Al) avmies on the Western front would halt thelr
advance for the time belng, except the Brlitish Second
Army which would receive all suppliés that could be
adapted to 1ts use and prepare for an all out effort, (4)

The British Second Army in conjunction wlth the
First Allled Alrborne Army would advance from a line gen-
erally along the Albert and Escaubt Canals in Belgium to
the Zuilder Zee in Holland in an effort Lo cut off the
German armles in western Holland. The Allles could then

gtrike around the northern end of the Selgfried Line and

.. stralght into Germany and eliminate the tenaclous task

‘ of making a frontal assanlt through the Line. (5)

The advance would be along a nsrrow front, follow-
ing one road through Elndhoven, Grave, Nijmegen, Arnhem,
Apeldoorn, and spearheaded by the XXX Corps with the VIII
Corps on the right and the XII Corps on the left, advanc-
ing more slowly on the flanks., (6)

The purpose of Operatlion Market was to land atrborne
troops 1in asreas where they could selze brldges over the

Maas, the Waal and the Neder Rljn along the rouie of ad-

',

vance of the British Second Army, end open a corridor for

the spearhead to pass on northward, (7)
Missions of the alrborne task force were as follows:
The 10lst Airborne Division to sleze bridges over the
Aa River and Willems Vaart Cansl near Veghel, over the
Dormmel River at S$t. Oedenrode, over the Wlilhelmina Canal
near Zon, and the city of Elndhoven: the 82d Airborne

(4) A-L, p. 23; (5) A-l, p. 28y (6} A=3, p. 10 & 11;
(I‘?) A"’S’ po 10’ 11.
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Division to capture the bridges ovef the Maas at Grave,
over the Waal at Nijmegen and over the Maas-Wasl Canal
betwesn; the lst Alrborne Division (British), together
with the 1st Polish Parachute Brigade, to capture the
bridges at Arnhem. In each casge the surrounding area
was to be held untll the Guards Armoured could effect a
junctlon and then the Alrborne troops were to ;roteet
the sldes of the corridor, The 524 (Lowland) Division
(Alrportable) was to come into the Arnhem area as soon
a8 an elrstrip could be prepared by the Airborne Engin-
eors,”" (8) |

The mission of the 82d specifically stated that the

~—— high hill mass in'the‘Greesbeek aren would be seized,

organized and held, This 1s the highest ground in all

the Netherlands., The Commanding General of the 824 was
dlrected by the Corps Commander that all other missions.
woﬁld be accomplished before selzure of the Nljmegen
Bridge.was attempted. (9)

THE GENERAL SITUATICON

~ On 18 September 1944 the 82d Airborne Division closed
at alrfields 1ln Ehgland QéihourS'prior to tske off tlme,
Last_minute briefings and équipmené_checka were made of
all personnel, bundles and aireraft, | ‘

Starting at 0950 17 September 1944 the Divlision took
off for the flight to Hollﬁnd. Thia fllght took approxi-.
mately three hours, the first seriels landing on the drop

zones at 1250 hours, All units landed on thelr prescribed

(8) A'53 Do 12; (9) A‘ls- o 250



drop zones with the exception of the 24 Battallon of
the 505th Parachute Infantry, which was dropped two
thousand yards northeast of 1ts scheduled drop zone,
( Map & ) |

Following the drop all units reorganized and moved
to their asslgned objectlves, ellmlnating the local en-
emy reslstance, and by 2300 hours 1nltial missions had
been accomplished, (L0O)

The 504th Parachute Infantry had dropped west of
the Maas-Waal Oanél on three separate battalion drop
zones, One Battallion captured the bridge at Heumen
and bridge slites near Blankenburg and Hatert, the bridges
at these sites having been destroyed by the enemy prior
to the arrival of the troops. One battalion cleared the
western sector of the divisién area of all enemy end
bleocked moveﬁent on the Grave-Nijmegen hlghway. One
battalion had dropped troops on either side of the Maas
at Grave and both forces moved agalnst the bridge, cap-
turing 1% at 1430. The town of Grave was gbandoned by
approximately 400 snemy and occupled at 2300,

The 505th Parachute Infantry droﬁpéd on drop zones
in the vicinity of Gréésbeek, seized the town and cleara
ed all enemy from lts area. Contact with the 504th Para~
ehute'Inféntry was made on the bridge near Heuman. (Map A)

The 508th Parachute Infantry dropped on drop zZones
northesat of Gressbeek and upon recelpt of information
- from the Ddtch_underground that the town of Nijmegen
held few trdops, moved to take the Wasal River bridges.

Their atteck was stopped by heavy enemy resistance about

(10) A-5, p. 1 & 2.



400 yerds from the highway bridge and the reglment es-
tablished road blocks to prevent any movement to the
Jouth. One company encountered congiderable eonemy re-
sistence in clearing glider landing zones in the area
Hortheast of Ghoesbeek, (11) (Map A)

D plus 1 found the 504th and 505th Parachute Infan-
try conducting vigorous patrol activities, capturing
addlitional secondary bridges over the Maas-Waal Canal

“and disrupting snemy communications, E Company of the
505th Parschute Infantry capltured a traln losded with
supplies and persoﬁnel trying to escape into Germény.

Because of strong enemy reslstance beihg encount~
ered by the company previously sent to clear the glider
landing zones Northeast of Groesbeek the 508th Parachute
Infantry withdrew one battallon which had been 1ln the
town_of Nijmegen, to assist ln thls mission., Complete
sur%rise was offected and the landing zone secured by
1400, At 0900 one company agaln moved into Nijmegen and
wag stopped by the enemy upon reachlng the sams area in
which the regiment had been stopped the day before, Fur-
ious fighting raged through the day and at 1500 the com-
pany was withdrawn to the vielnity of Berg en Dal,

(12) (Map A)

During the morning 450 gliders were 11fted from basses

in England and towed to the landing zones in the vicinlty
Cof Groeébeek. Phis 1ift was made up of one anti-tank
battery of the 80th Alrborne Anti—Aircraft_Battalion,

B1oth Gllider ¥leld Artillery Battalion, 320th Gllder Fleld

(ll) A"5, p. 2; (13) A-S, p- So
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Artillery Battallon, 456th Parachute Fleld Artillery
Baﬁtalion, and. the 307th Alrborne Medical Company., (13)
The glider reccvery was qulte satisfactory even

though geveral gliders overshot the landing zone and
landed 1n enemy territory across the Duﬁch-German border.

The arrival of the artillery Battallons was lindeed
a welcome slght and they were immedlately put into action,
one battallon being put in dlrect support of each of the
Parachute Regiments., (14) |

On D plusg 2 contact was made with the Guards Armour-
ed Division by the 504th Parachute Infantry at Grave. (15)

This regiment, less three companies left bto guard
the bridges at Grave, Heuman, Heninghute, and to patrol
the highway from Grave to the Heninghute bridge, was
moved sast to the;Maas-Waal Canal where they relleved
the 2d Battallion of the 508th Parachute Infantry. One
battalion was placed in division reserve, (16)

The BOBth Parachute Infantry, lesg the 24 Battallon
continued to hold its sector ‘on the South of the Divislon
area, conducting extensive petrol actlvitles throughout
the day. (1%) (Mﬁp A) |

508th Parachute Infantry selzed hlgh ground along
the Nijmegen-Cleve highway between Ubbergen and Wyler,
eatgbllishing road blocks atb these.points in addition
to those at Besk and In Thal, Repeated vicilous counter-
abtncks agalnst positions in Teufels Berg durlng the
course of the day were repulsed. (18}

(13) A-5, p. 33 (14) A-5, p. 4; (15) 4-5, p. 4;
(16) A-5, p. 43 (17} A-5, p. 4; (18) &A-5, p. 4.



THE BATTALION SITUATION

At.about 1100 on 19 Sept 1944 the Battallon Com-.
mander of the 2d Battalleon, 505th Parachute Infantry,
waé dalled to the Division Headguarters where he recelved
s aspeclial mission for the battalion, This missioﬁ was to
accompany the Guards Armoured Division north to Nijmegen
shd capture 1intact, if possible, the vitel brldge crossings
of the Waal River. .

The battalion located In the vicinlty of Groesbeek‘
was alerted snd after placling individuai packs 1n a dump
sterted the move to Nijmegen at 1245, under the command
of the Battalion Executive Officer. (Route -~ Map A)

The Battalion Commander had'gone forward to coordlnate
plans for the selzure of the brldges with the Commander
of the Brltish tank unit and the Dutch underground, The
ﬁartisan olements stabted that the bridges were prepared
for demolltions and heavlily defended by German 335 and
Parmchute troops,

As the battalion reached the outsklrts of the Town
the Battellon Commander rejoined the column and halted
1t., The Company Commanders were celled forwsrd and the
following order was lssued:

-E Company, wlth one gsection of LMG's attached, would
lead the attack iﬁto the town, assaulting the enemy posl-
tions located in the Park and along the spproaches to the
highway bridge. Upon reaching the bridge the company was

to move rapidly across the river and go into a defensive



pesition 200 yards from the north end of the brldge, its
right flank extending back to the river and contact being
made with F.Oompany on the left:

F Company, with 7 tanks sttasched, would follow E
Company to the Park area and upon entering the Park would
move to B Companles left flank and assist in the assault
ﬁo the brldge, following E Company scross the river ang
take up a defensive posltion on E companles left and ex-
tend the left flank back to the river lihe,

D Company, wlth one sectlion of LMG's ahd elght tanks
attached, would move nortﬁwest through the town to seize
and hold the rallroad bridgse.

81mm mortar pletoon would geo into position on the
outskirts of town and be prepared to support attacks on
elther of the two bridges. (Point 1, Map B) (19)

- The orders issucd to hls platoon leader by the &
Company Commander were as follows: 1st Platoon lead the
assault and move along the right slde of the Park ares;
3d Platoon would Follow the 1st Platoon and upon reaching
the Psork, move through the center and onto the bridge;
2d Pletoon would follow the 3d Platoon and coordinate
with the 1lst Platoon in supporting the 3d Platoon with
gmall arms and 60mm mortar fire; Company Headquarters
and the attached LMG sectlon would move to the edge of
the Park and awalt further orders; Company Commander would
be with the lat Platoon.

A fow minutes was taken by the Company Commanders

to orient their sttached tanks andthe battalion started

(19) Personal knowledge.
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moving at 1600, As the column moved through the town
ertillery started to fall causing a few casualties.

It was now known that the enemy hed concentrated the
bulk of his force around the highway bridge, and as the
head of the column approached the Park -- through which
ran the entrances to the bridge ~ it ceme under heavy
fire. E and P Companies deployed 1n an sttempt to Ffeel out
the enemy defenses; the sttached tanks, in trying to go
1ato positions to fire on the enemy wore met by a wither-
Ing fire from anti-tank and machine guns, This resulted
in the loass of four tanks. (20)

THE COMPANY STITUATION

E Company moved through the strsets of Nl jmegen
encountering very little enemy fire untlil the column
reached a polnt about two blocks from the approaches to
the highway bridge; here it was met by a hall of automatic
and anti-~tank flre. At first it gppeared the enemy had
prepared a successful trap for the company as they were
recelving fire from the flanks as well as the front, Us-
ing smoke grenades to cover their movements the company
managed to move 1into the bulldings overlooking the Park,
which in many cages still contained enemy strong poinis,
Here the fighting raged from buillding to building and from
room to room throughout the afternocon.

.The extent to which the enemy had prepared the de-
fense of the brldge soon beceme svident. Anti-tank guns
covered every street approach and automatlc weapons fired

from numerous loop holes iIn an 0ld Dutch fort which was

{280) Personal knowledge,
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the center of reslistance. Attempts to place the tanks
into firing positions had already resulted in four of
.them belng knocked out.

The troops within this enemy posltion conslsting of
83 and Parachutlsts fought with a fanaticism never before
wltnessed by these veterans of Slecily, Italy and Normandy.

The company was ordered to teke positlons in buildings
on the edge of the Park and the balance of the afternoon
wés spent 1n fighting to thils point, The troops moved
through houses and bulldings in the area, hurling hand
grenades into the windows end firing as they entered.
Groups of three or four would close in hand to hand fight-
ing with nestes of Germans found 1ln the rooms. The des-
truction, dead, and wounded found the next day testifled
to the feroclity of this fightling. The men being well
aware of the positions they were to cccupy by nightfall
fought individually and collectively to reach them, (21)

That nlght the company was 1n posltions overlooking
the Park ares and were able to pour small arms and mortar
fire into the enomy emplacements, The company held on
throughout the night in splte of a terrific pounding by
enenty artillery'which included white phosphorus, causing
numerlous flres,

One platoon inflltrated lnte the Park from the right
flank and with knives and bayonets moved from one emplace-
ment to another killing and capturing meny of the con-

fused enemy.

(21) Personal knowledge,
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THE PLATOON ACTION

When the company was stopped by the enemy fire,
smoke grenades were set of f to cover the movement of
the troops, The 3d Platoon moved across the Dalshe
Weg abt an intersection about two'blacks from the Park,
golng into buildings én the right of the approach;
they proceeded %o fight from one building.to another,
at times in hand to hand’combat. Fighting lasted for
sboult an hour in thls area before the entlre block was
socured, (Point 2 and 3, Map B)

The 2d Platoon was ordered to take over thls area
as the 3d Platoon wes to be withdrawn to the cover of a
large church in the block, Completing the assembly at
the chufch the Company Commander gave the Pletoon Lesader
another mission. To move across bthe street opposite the
bulldings they had previously secured and tske up posl-
.tions in the bulldings slong the Xast slde of the Park,
Wihen ell men were in position to open ILire on the enemy
with the LMG's and BAR's, the remainder of the platoon
was to move into the Park and close With the enemy., The
2d Platoon would assist In the assaull from their.prasent

positions and would juap off when the 3d Platoon opened

fire.  (Poinﬁ 4, Map B} (B2)

The platoon moved a block to the East and crossed
the street into the bulldings, being covered from enemy
machine pun fire by two kndcked out tanks:burning in the

street and cutting off the flelds of fire., These builld-

(22) Personal knowledge.
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ings had been large three story apartment houseq ol brick
construction, but the Germsns had set them on fire on D
plus 1 to prevent troops from takling posltions in .them
should they progress thet fer., The majority of the walls
wore still standing but ell of the wooden parts had burn-
ed and fellen through to the ground level, the rubhle
st111 smoldering énd very hot.,

Shortly after enbering the bulldings, onemy artil-
lery began to fail on the arce but the-men contlnued to
work thelr way forward Lo take up their preudesignated_
positions, Aé the platoon was golng into position a
runner from the company srrived and stated the Company
Commander wented the platoon brought out before it was
eliminated by the artlillery.

| Three men were hii and hﬁd to be corrled back to the
location of the Company Gommand Posltion where the Platoon
Leader recelved another order, Thias time to move two or
three blocks to the east and then north to a parkway,
attack west, clearing the parkway in an effort to flank
the enemy or get in behind his park positions.

The platoon, with one section of LMG's attached,
moved six blocks northeast to the eastern end of the
parkway. Here the platoon was halted and left under COVef
of the buildings while the Platoon Leader wlth two men
went to make a reconnalssance of the area, (Polnt 5,

Mep B} (23)

Tt was sbout 2000 and derkness had fallen over the

countryside; however the section of the town belng fought

(23) Personal knowledge.
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ove? was well illuminated from the fires that were burn-
ing,.

The east end of the parkway came to a dead-end at
the polnt where the Platoon Leader and his peabrol enter-
ed, (Polnt 6, Map B) Using the cover of a sunken lawn .
to concesal thelr movement to the opposite side they moved
in behind a bank on the north slde of the parkway, and dis-
coverad Lhat 1t extended sglong the rear of the enemy
positlions for about two blocks, dropping fo steeply to
"a street some twenty or thirty feet below.

Thls was the bresk the platoon had been looking
for; so the patrol moved along behlnd the enemy positlons
and vaing Tommy Guns, hand grenades and knives eiiminat-
ed the enemy in this area in less than an hours time.
(Point 7, Map B)

.'The bank was perfect cover for movement of the patrol
from the rear of one positlon to the rear of another; and
with the fires in front of the enemy, thelr heads pro-
truding sbove the foxholes made perfect targets. In some
instances an eﬁemy's head was no more than two feet from
the muzzle of s gun when the trigger was pulled. (24)

| Artillery was stlll falllng and the enemy along the
parkway was so buay pourling fire into the buildings ac-
ross the streel that the activitles of the patrol went
unnoticed until 1% reached a polnt where the parkwsy c¢on-
verged with the Park. (Poiﬁt 8, Map B) Here it was dls-
covered and Ffired oh by a machline pgun. The {ire was re-
(24} Pérsonal knowledge.

£ 4
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turned by the patrcl bub none of the men could get into

a positlon to assault the enemy gun, Two men held the
ground while the third man was sent back with an order

to the Asslstant Platoon Lesder to bring the platoon for-
ward and occupy the recent enemy positions., Two LMG's
were Lo be brought forward to the_Platoon Leader and set
up to cover thq enemy machine gun, By 2200 the plabtoon
was in positlon and the enemy gun that fired on the patrol
had been forced to take cover,

All automablec weapons were left in poslition and the
remainder of the platoon was organized into four man
patrols to enter the north sectlon of the park in an ef-
fort to destroy the enemy anti-tank guns and all of the
enemy %Hthat could be found., This section of the park was
-on & lower level than the South sectlon and offered a
defiladed area in which the patrols could operate in and
not be endangered by small arms fire from our own troops
- on the South. (Point 9, Map B)

Patrol activities continued throughout the night
with the net result of one five centiﬁeter antl-tank gun
and crew being destroyed, several enemy killed and a fow
taken prisoner. ‘he patrols were withdrawn to their own
lines prlor to daylight and resupplled with emmunition,

At 0B30 20 Heptember the babttallion ordered a direct
asgsult into the Pérk from the three. sides-held by our

troopa,

The platoon was to move back into the North end of

16



the Park where they had been patrollling, assault the anemy
gun posltions from the resr then proceed on to the bridge.

The Germans hed brought relnforcements scross the -
bridge during the early morning, and when the platoon
moved into the asssult 1t was met by =2 terrific volume
of automatic weepons fire and forced back Inte 1ts pre-
vious positions, (Point 9, Map B) (25)

Two bazooka teams were brought forward and put into.
action agalnst the gun positions in the Park and an old
Dutch fort that was located nesr the bridge. They were
guccessful in eliminating the gun pesitions to thelir
-ffont in the Park, buit their weapons had no effect on
the fort other than to drive the enemy gunners from one
window at a time, When the flre was shifted to another
window the gunners who had previously been flred on would
reappear and take up their firing positions.

Enemy snlpers that had inflltrated into the buildings
behind the platoon were beginning to make their preﬁence
folt and 1t was necessary to put a four man patrol into
these bulldings in an effort to eliminate them, (Polnts
10 and 11, Map B) By 1200 they had kllled six Germans and
the hafrassing fire in the rear of the platooh had sub-
sided. The Germans however had succeeded in kllllng
thrée men and wounding four others so seriously that they
had to be evacuated.

Artillery had started to fall on the platoon posi-
tiona sbout 0700 and continued throughout most of the day.
Thé enemy batterys were located behind a dike on the
opposite side of the river and each time they fired the
(25) Personal knowledge.

17



report gave sufficlent warning for everyone to get down

in their_foxholes,éiiheir effortas were not totally un-
rewarded, as the platoon was receiving numerous casualtiles,
(26)

At 1000 the Egggg_GOmm mortar squads in the company
were grouped and attached to the plabtoon, These squads
wers put into position and given several targets to fire
on. They had flrved on the first terget for effect when
the enemy artillery located the position and knocked 1t
out. Flve men were injured and two mortars damaged so
badly they could not be used,

It was learned laber that the enemy had observers to
the rear of the plastoon position, thus accounting for
thelr seccurate fire on every move belng made by the men,

The battslion Medilcs were unable to svacuate a1l the
casualties so the platoon ald man moved the injured mén
into the bagement of a building where he could care for
them-and awalt heip to effect thelr evecuation.

The order was issued by the battalion for a combined
assault with the British Armour to take plesce at 1445,

The platoon misslion was to move 1lnto the north end
of the Park from the flank and cut the enemy off frem the
rear, (Polnt ¢, Map B) This assault was successful and
all enemy resistancé on the south end of the bridge was
elimina@ed by 1800, The first British tank crossed the
bridge at 1830 and made contact with thg EQ4Lth Parachute

Infantry who, during the day, had effected a river croas-

ing in asseult boats down stream at the western edge of

(26) Personal knowledge.
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town.

The platoon was relleved of its sector of responsi-
bllity and glven the mlsslon of patrolling the town to mop
up by-passed enemy,

-
.0 At 0800 21 September the platoon was relleved in

. Nijmegen and sent two mlles Esst on a separate mlssion.

vaee?
During thls engagement the platoon with one section

of LMG's and two_ 60mm mortar squads attached, suffered
:ff the loss of flve men killed and seventeen evacuated due
| to wounds received, (27)

The enemy in the park area were estimated to total
three hundred and fifty, of which one hundred and fifteen
wefe killed, ninety one captured and numerous others

wounded,

ANATLYSIS AND CRITICISM

In making a study of this operation, 1t 1s my opinion
that the originsl mission_assigned the 24 Battallon, 505th
Parachute Infantry diould have had the suppert of another
battalion, All the rifle companles were engnged in the
fighting lnitially and thus elimlnated a reserve or
manuevering element of any strength,

The Battallon Commander reallzed the enemy force was
made up of well trained and experlienced troops, but the
extent of their prepared poslitlions and supporting fire

was not antleclpated to be so great.

A more thorough reconnaissance of the Park Area prior
to the attack would have been a great sdvantage, and possi-

bly the loss of four Lanks could have been avoided, The

(27) Personal knowledge.
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known, or suspected locatlon. of the enemy prebared posi-
tions would undoubtedly have changed the tactics used,
and the melin effort having been made into the enemys
leoft flank from the East slde of the Park.

The E Company Commander. exercised exceptionsl judg-
ment by uslng lhis 3d Platoon as a manuvering force, and
the eventual Infiltratlion of pﬁtrols to the rear ol the
enemy positions.

In the sctions of the 3d Platoon 1t 1a evident that
ita technique in street fighting snd patroling was the
result of intenslve indlvidual, and small unit training.
The sbllity of these men to filght 1n amall groups, per-
fectly coofdinated, using their individual wéapons and
knives ﬁo the meaximum advantage was the declalve factor
in sccomplishing the mission.

When the platoon was initlally fired on, smoke gre-
hades were get off and with no hesltation whstaoever, the
men moved under cover of the smoke to close with the
enemy in the buildings. This action made 1t posslible to
gecure positions overlooking the Park area and confine
the fighting to the Park.

The proposed agsault from buildings on the Last side
of the Park, 1f effected, mlght have proven very costly
as a-redonnaissance o' the right flank had not been made,
and 1t lateor developed that machline gun posltions in that-
area could have delivered very eoffective flanking fike
on the platoon.

The patrol asctivities of the platoon through the
Parkﬁay, snd into the rear of the enemy posltions, dur-
ing the night was agein evidence of perfect team work |

20



apd high morale. These men had complete confidence in
their leaders and their own gbllity to cleose with and
destroy the enemy.

The activitles of the sniper hunting patrol to the
reapr of the platoon positlons prevented addltional casual-
tles from that source, but should have been put into
operation eariier. |

The finsl assault on the Park was a well coordinat-
ed and detormined effort which further proved that enemy
in prepared positions cannot be dlsloged by small arms
fire, but must be overrun and destfoyed. | -

~ As authorlzed by Executlve Order 0396 (Sec, I, WD
Bul, 22, 1945),Isuperseding Executive Order 9075 (S8ec,
III, WD Bul, 11, 1942), the 24 Battalion, 505th Parachute
Infantry, 82d Alrborne Divislon, is clted by the War De-
partment under the provisigns of sectlon IV, WD Circular
333, 1943, in the name of the Presldent of the Unlted
States a8 public evidence of deserved honor and distinc-
tion, (28)

LESSONS

Some of the lessons emphasized by this operstlion aves-

$§: 1. Realistio anq extensive.small unlt trslning is
_}. easentlal to_pfoparation for combat, | _
;? | .:é.- Troops must be in perfect phyalical condition,
__?f' Sae Agréssive, determlined patroling_can be the
“ES 5f‘ declslve Factor in accomplishing #ibtofy;_

4, Surprise is en essential element,

T et el

(28) W.D. General Orders.
21



5, lLnemy in prepared posltlons can not be driven
outb withﬂéﬂall srms fire alone,
G, Underground and partisan elements ked a definite

T8O,
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