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THE OPERATION OF THE 18T BATTALION
508 TH RARAGHUTE INFANTRY (101ST AIRBORMNE DIVISION)
IN THE VICINITY OF CARENTAN
8~8 JUNE 1944
(NORMANDY .  CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commender)

INTRODUCTION

The operations of e Parachute Battalion in the Normendy
Campaign 1s an unusual subject for militery study for saveral
reasons: (a) The misslons assligned to the alrborne units par-
tiolpating 1i1 the campeign were successfully sccomplished dea-
pite an initial operational fismsco. (1) (b) The pre-invesion
prediction of Air Chief Marshel Leigh-Mallory that the opera-
tion was so hazardous that 1t was doomed to fellure was not
confirmed. (2) (¢} While the Normendy ocempaign entailed the
first large scele uée of alrborne troops, the aotual number of
troops seizing the objeotives wes relatively small, (3)

This monograph relates to the operations of the lst Battal-
ion of the 506th Parachute Infantry, 10lst Airborne Division,
from D-dey to D-plus-2 in the éeizure of a beachhead on the
Gotentin_Peninsula neer Cersnten, France during the Norméndy
Cempaign in June of 1944, The operations of this bettalion ocan
be oconsidered typicel of the other participating parechute bat-
talions. Its esprit de corps was high; its pre-combet training
had been intensive; its troope were properly imbued with the will
to close with end destroy the enemy; aﬁd_its missions were ao-
complished with similar difficulties and degrees of sucocesa. {4)

 OPERATION OVERLORD |

The seizure of the Cotentin Peninsula and the port city of
Cherbourg (Map I~1) wes of vitel importance to the susocess of
(1) B-l, p.1%; (2) B-2, p.246; (3) B-1, P.l4; (¥) PK.
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Operation Oveplord, the plen for the invasion of western Euro?e.-
Drafting of the 0peration¢ggz begun in the summer of 1943, égeh
the Germeans had been drivenz?ut of Afrioa end the asssult in Itely
was progressing as planned. .Tr00ps and supplies had been bullt up
in Englend to permit & major campalgn designed to oross the chan-
nel, establish beachheads for the unloading of troops and logis-
tloel support, and fo secure ports for the more efficient move-
ment of battle 1mpedimenta. The general plan envisaged the em-
ployment of five assault beaches: three in the British sector to
the east, end two in the Amerioen sector to the west. (Map I-2)
Two Amerioan alrborne divisions and one Britilsh aifborﬁe division-
were evailable in aeddition to the seeborns troops. (6) It was
determined that the two Americen divisions, the 824 and 1l0lst,
.would be employed in the rear of the westermost beach to faclli~
tete the early caepture of Cherbourg. (7) Two terraln features
which dominated the area of operetions presoribed the majority

of the - inltial objJectives for these two divisions.

TERRAIN OF THE COTENTIN
The Douve river is the dominating feature of the Cotentin

Peninsula. (Mep II-l). Its ocourse 1s generally to the southeast,
winding through a wide flat valley and emptying 1lnto the English
Chennel north of Carenten. A lock {Mep II-2) near Carentan was
believed to control the drainage of this valley, and it was
thought that the foroe holding the lock could flood the valley,
thereby reétrioting traffio into the peninsule to a few bridges.
The western@ost pesault beach, glven the code name of "Utah", was
a wide, flat, sandy beaoh whioh wes dominated by high ground about
& thousand yards inlend.(Map II-3)} Between the beaoh and the high

ground was & strip of low, marshy ground which air'photoa revealed

(5) B-1, p.2; (6) B-1, p.l; (7) B-1, p.3.
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to be inundeted. This area was traversed by four causewaye, which
could be eeslly blown or obstructed, andi was dafended by & systenm
of entrenchments, plllboxes mounting tank turrets, anil conorete
gun emplecements, all of which gave interlocking fire with adja-
cent positions. Thus the terraim dictated that the lock to the
north of Carentan, the bridges across the Douve, and the high
ground dominsting the four beach exits be quickly seized to per-
mit the unrestricted use of the beach, and to prevent.the enemy
from moving his reserves into the beachhead, (8) In addition to
these, the disposition of enemy troops demanded.tﬁat one other
objeétive be seocured,
ENEMY_SITUATION

On the high ground dominating the northern part of the beach
was an emplaeced coastal battery whioch commanded the entire beaoch,
(Map II-#) The reduction of this position and the cepture of
troope manning it weas ancther mission given to the airborne foroce.

Elsewhere on the peninsule, intelligence reports indicated that
the 709th and 2434 Infantry Divisions were disposed along the east
and west coaets respectively. Shortly before the invesion, addi-
tional intelligence revealed that the 9lst Infantry Division hed
elso moved into the Utah beach area. .The enegmy was belleved oca-
pable of rigld defense of the beaches by the 709th Division sup-
- ported at H~hour by the 9lst Division, anf piecemeal ocounter-
attacks by a meximum of four battalions and a battelion ocombat
team on D=day. (10) |

| . MISSION AND PIANS

The mission of the VII Corﬁa, as indicated in Field Order
Number 1, dated 28 May 1944, was: "VII Corpe assaults Utaeh Beaoch
(8) B-3, p.90; (9) B-3, P.92; (10) B-1, p. 6.
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on D-day et H-hour and ceptures Cherbourg with minimum dalay."
The 101lst Alrborne Division was assigned to this Corps with the
general missidn of landing in rear of the beack, securing the
beachhead from the north, preventing the movement of eheny re-
serves into the south flenk of the Corps along the Douve river,
selzing the high ground in rear of the beach, and making contaot
with the 82d Airborne Division to the west. {11)(13)

The division plan called for the initial employment of its
three parachute regiments in the seizure of the division objec~
tives, to be later supported by the glider regiment which, due to
the socarcity of planes, would have to arrive by sea. The 506th
Parachute Infantry wes given the mission of seizing the two sou-
thern beach exits, destroying all lines of communicetion in its
zone, partioularly the underground cable conneotlng Carentﬁn and
Cherbourg, the selzure of two wooden bridges aocross the Douve be-
tween the lock and the sea, and sstablishing contact with the
501st Parachute Infantry which was to selze the lock and the
bridges leading into Carentan, (13} The reglmental plan (Map III-1)
prescribed the use of two drop zones and assigned the mission of
geizing the beach exits to the 24 Battalion, the selzure of the
bridges to the 34 Battaion, and the severance of the Carentan-
Cherbourg cable to a pletoon of the lst Battalion, which was fo
remain in reglmental reserve. _

The lst Batta;ion was given another platoon mission - that
of demonetrating to the south of the willage of St Marie du Mont
‘while the 24 Battalion marohed around the north of the town en-~
route to the beach exits, Drop Zone "C" was assigned to the lat
and 24 Battalions and Regimental Headquarters. Drop Zone "D" wae
assigned to the 3d Battalion. (14)

(11) B-l, p.3; (12) fK; (13) B=3, p.92; (14) PK.
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PREPARATIONS

These and most of the other planning details were settled
prior to 29 Maj 1944, when the Regiment was sealed in 1ts mar-
shalling areas at alrflelds in the south of England. There, the
first order of business was the orlentation and briefing of troopa.
For thls purpose, papier mache models of the area, 1lncluding the
drop zones and objJectives, had been previously prepared, and wefe
1ssued to the units, Brileflng was done by platoon. Iniltially,
the Battalion steff officers and oompany commanders were briefed,
‘then each platoon leader brought his platoon into the briefing
tent for a complete orientation on the enemy situation, The mis-
sions of the regiment, the objectives of each battalion, the regi-
mental, battalian; and.company plans, end the terraln, paylng par-
ticular attention to the drop zonee and the routes to the objeo~
tives, were studied, As the lst Battalion was to be 1n Regimental
reserve, Lt Colonei William A Turner, the battalion commander, per-
sonally briefed each platoon of his battalion on hls plan for the
execution of any of the Reglmentel misslons whioch the reserve bat-
tallon might inherit should anything happen to aeny of the other
baettallons. A platoon of "A" Company studied routes to the Car-
entan-oherbourg cable and & platoon of "B" Company paid pertioular
attentlon to the terrailn south of St Marie du Mont. (15)

It must be kept in mind that at the time of this operation
the battalion consisted of a headquarters company and three rifle
companles, The headquarters company consisted of & headgquarters,
en 8l mm morter platoon of four guns, a machine gun platoon of
elght guné, a compunicetions platoon, and a eection of rocket
launchers which wes not authorized by T/0&E,

(15) EW,



,

The rifle companies consisted of a heaﬁquﬁrters end three
rifle platoons of two rifle squads and a 60 mm mortar squad each.
Total etrength of each rifle company wae 126 men end 8 officers.
Total strength of the battalion with medical and other attachments
wae slightly over 600.

Pollowing the inlitiel orientation, maps were distributed in
three sceles, Quentities were sufficient that each enlistad man
received a 1/100,000 map of the entire Cotentin peninsule. Each
officer, first sergeant, and mortar squad leader-raceived 1/50,000
sheets of ﬁhe division zone of reaponsibility, and esch officer
platoon sergeant, and mortar squad leader recelved a set of 1/25, -
000 maps of the dlvision aree. As the complete set in the latter
two sceles was too voluminous for one individuel to oarry, the
recipient aelected_those sheets whiqh he considered to be of ut-
most teotical velue and distributed the other sheets to individ-
uels of his command.

In additiqn to these, & specially prepared night map of the
drop zoneland immediate vieinity was distributed to eadr indivia-
ual , . This mp consisted of a 1/7,500 vertical photo of the center
of the drop zone, surrounded by sketches of the adjacent court ry~
side as 1t might eppear from an slevation of 1,000 feet over the
center of the drop zone. These maps were studied by individuals,
squads, aend platoons. Road nets were sketched and memorized, and,
finelly, eaoh platoon visited the briefing tent to study the ter-
rain model et least one more time. (168) This substitution for a
ground reconnaisseance prior to an attaok was carried on coneur-

rently with the distribution of special equipment.

(18) EW.



The lack of ammunitlon carriers made resupply of mortar and
-ma.ohlne gun ammunition a serlous problem, In en attempt to solve
this problem, each 1indi vidual not a member of a machine gun or
mortar orsw was requlred to cerry elither a belt of ammunition or
a 60 mm mortar round. Additional emmunition for these weapons waﬁ
put in bundles to be dropped from the racks of the airplanes.

Antitenk defense was to be inltially confined to the rocket
1ﬁunchers carried in the platoons. Expefience hed indicated that
the tubes of these weapons were frequently bent or otherwise
demaged on dropping. Therefore, half of these weapons were to be
dropped on the person of the gunners and the balanoe droﬁpad in
bundles from the racks. To supplement this meager ant itank de-
fense, each 1ndividual was given a one-pound Hawkins antitank
mine to be collected upon reaching the assembly areas. {17)

Phosphorescent dlscs were lssued for individual 1dentifica-
tlon or night recognition, and phosbhoresoent cords were hade
avallable t¢ distinctively mark each squﬁd bundle., Ordinary ten=-
cent-store mtal crickets were dlatributed for challengling during
the assembly - ome click the challenge; two clicks the reply. The
passworda for the flirst five days were memorized.

Flight menifeats were prepared. The chaplelns held deily
well-attended sérvices. Letters were written end censored. Movies
were shown nightly. BSome athletic activity was arranged, although
this was limited due to the need fof-security. While the ma:ahal-
ling tent camps had been erected ssveral weeks prior to their oe-
cupendy, the grass in the oenter of the flelds had not been trem-
pled, and it was, therefore, prudent to limit traffic to the edge
of the flelds lest aerial reconnalssance reveal the presenoe of

troops.

(17} EW.
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4 new type individual first aid packet was made available,
whlch contained a large dressing, a tourniquet, end a morphine
syrette. Denzedrine tablets were issued to the compeny commanders;
halozone tablets were issued to all. Gasproof capes, vesicant
deteotors, ﬁnd essault type ges masks were lssued. The uniform
was the Jump suit,'gas impregnaeted. Ranges were provided, where
a last cheok of the weapouns' zerb setting could be mede,

The troops were permlitted to exchenge tha-money in their
possessioh for French francs., ©One thousand franos were entrusted
to each company commender for use 1n paying guides. 7Pllot escape
kits were signed out to each officer., The escape kit inmcluded in
its rubberized-fabric container one thousand franss, a compeass
smell enough to be concemled in the anus, a map of France printed
on a pleoe of silk the size of & handkerohief, and a small steel
file.

British~type leg bags had been procured to be used by radio
operators and members of weapons orews to permit them to descend
with their equipment available for immo dlate action. Mae Wests
and parachutes were 1ssued, fitted, and ohqcked. Containers for
rifles, sacks for machine gun belts, and ammunition wese allotted.

The baslc load of small arms, orew-served weapons, amétgi-
tion, end grenades was presoribed for each individual., In eddi-
tion to thls, as muoh additional smmunition of eny type that an
individuel desired to éarry was maede avellable.

Ordnance, Signel, and Quartermaster teams were present 1n the
marshalling area to repair, replace, or issue any of the normal
items of troop equipment. A service detachment prepared excellent
meals, These service units relleved the units of all responsibil-
1tles and detalls that were humsnly possible.

(18) B= > ] BO.
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Most of the detalls of preparetion hed been completed prior
to D minus 1, so that day was devoted to last minute edjustments
of equipment, the finel honing of trench'knives, and rest. Suppaer,
on D minus 1, consisted of white breed, steek, and ioe oream in
addition to other more familier items on the menu. _

- &t 2000 hours, the men blackened their faces, buckled into
thelr equipment end merched to their planes on the airstrip; stop~
ping enroute & the hangar to pick up their parachutes and Mase
Wests. While this was a short merch, it was fatiguilng, as the
welght of equipment and parachute paraphernalie nearly doubied
the welght of the individual. Pilots and jumpmasters checked the
plene manifests, & jJeep messenger delivered to0 each plane fare-
well messages from Generals Montgomery and Elsenhower, the motors
were turned over, motion eicknese pills were teken, and at 2510
the battallon wes airborne. (19)

THE FLIGHT

Teking off from Upottery Fleld (Map III-2}, in addition to
the lst Battallon, was the Regimentai Headquarters seriel, and a
bettelion from the 501st Parachute Infantry, also scheduled to
1§nd on Drop Zone "C", The regiment's 3d Battaelion had taken off
from Exefer airfield'(Map-iEir3) with another battelion of the
501st, whioch was bound for Drop Zome "D, (20)*“fﬁﬁz'

The joint briefing of pilote and jumpmasters on D-2 had
thoroughly covered rendezvous areas for all elsments of the di-
vision, serial composition, time end space between serilals,
routes of all serials to and from the drop areaas, and particular
stress hed been given to the drop signals. It hed been pres-
oribed that a "tight" formetion would be flown, the altitude ovser

(19) EW. (20) B3, p.T3.
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the drop zone was to be a minimum of six hundred feet and & maxi-
mum of one thousaend feet, and eir speed weas to Be approximately |
one hundred ten-miles an hour while parachutista were Jumping. The
" ecrew chief would notify the jumpmester when the planes were ten
minutes away from the DZ. A red light would be flashed flve
minut es away from the DZ and ell planea of e serial woﬁld Tlash a
green light simulteneously, the "GO" signel, when the serial
leader had paaaed over the pathfinders' T, end signallad the other
pPlanes from his astro dome, Pathfinder markings would oconeist of
the 1ocation of radar end redio homing sets at the biseoction of
the two green eleotricelly lighted lines of the T'a. Pathfinders
would'fly slightly different rcutes and would arrive on the ground
one~half hour before the combet serials., {21){22)(23)

The takeoff, serial rendezvous, and formation of the sky
train were uneventful. The air was calm, the anti motion pills
had tended to meke the men drowsy, end the formation was extremely
- "tight". Two-ground check points, the Bill of Portland and the
Portland Light Ship, were passed and everything appeared propi-
bious for a sucocessful Jump, when the.coaat of France was clearly
eighted some fifteen hundred feet below.

Juet inland of the coaet (Map I-6), the formetion entered a
dense cloud or fog bank. The pilots 1mmediately compensated for
this by teking some interval. Ae the fog grew even more dense and
visibility dropped to zero, pilot apprehension ocould be detected
in that the planes were not handled as smoothly as befors. To
add to the difficulties of poor vision, light flak was experlenced
and some ships were shot down, Upon flylng out of the fog 1into a

clear sky, the arcs of small arms trecers could be observed loop-

(21) PK; (22) B~3, p.73; (83) B-%, p. 2.
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ing up from the ground. (24){25)

The pilots; disregardihg thelr orders, took violent evasive
aetion; some diving to treetop level, others climbling, turning,

. and dolng whatever ocould be done to avdid the 1light groundlfire.
The formetion left after leaving the fog was soon entirely dla-
sipated, and with it went taoticel unity end all of the oarefully
mede plens to land in mess on the drop flelds. Jumpmester reports
indicated thet elements of three plenes tended to stey together,
which wes some small consolation, {28)(27)

The speed of ground aéaémbly is directly proportional to the
doncentration of planes in the air. Experilence haé proven that
fhe conditions for an ideal jump assembly are: minimum distence
in depth and width of seriaf?effect the greatest concentration of
parachutists in the elir; calm alr end minimum air speed, short of
stalling, prevent dispersion due to both drift and extended inter-
val between the first énd last men out_of the plenes; flat even
terrain to prevent minor injuries on landing, and to give an un-
obstructed view of the entire drop zone; and expasrienced troops.
Assembly tralning hed been extensive, bpth'after actual Jumpézal
and simulated Jumps. Thé best possible Jump flelds had been
sel ected. The alr was calm, but the factors of eir speed and
flight eoncentration were not under the control of the taotlcal
commender, and ognsequently the speedy assembly of troops end
prompt execution of the missions appsared to be doomed to fallure
as predictéd.

"THE DROP

Map III shows the drop zones as planned, and Overlay I to
Map III shows the pattern of the aoctual drop. Some sticka.were
dropped as rar'as twenty miles eway from the nearest 4rop zone.

{ak) EW; (25) B-1, p. 14; (28) PK; (37) B-5, i).”—; (28} PE
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The ma jority of Jumpmasters reported they d4id not see their

orew chiefs after thex?were alrborne; most got a warning light

in varying times EEEE;EQE_Q£EP5 air speeds seemed t0 be excessive,
although this wes only e matter of opinion; and Jump altitudes
varied from four hundred feet to fifteen hunired feet. Some
sticks were dropped eo near to the ecoast that the last few men

in the sticks landed in the water.

The 24 Battalion drop wés oent ered about four miles to the -
north of its prescribed zone; only one of its planes landed near
drop zone "C", The battalion-miseion of capturing the two sou-
thern beaoh exita was thus made more ‘difficult by virtue of the
edditionel disteance interposed between landing and objective.

The 3d Battalion, while dropped in a fairly oconcentrated pati-.ern,-
was unfortunaete in that the German defenders in the seleoted drop
areas had considered that Qre& to be & likely parachiute landing
..field, and hed ringed the area with troops in elaborate defensive
positions, A house in the center of the zone had been scaked in
oil and was fired when the troops were in mid air. This light,
in aeddition to the light of the battle, was sufficient to bermit
better markbmanship then in the other zones, and more numerous
immediate casuelties resulted. This defense further prohibiteq
eny kind of assembly, and mede the seizure of the two wooden
bridges across the Douve seem a remote possibility. (29)(320)

The planes of the Regimental Headgquarters, Headquarteré
.and Service Companies were slso scattered far from the drop zone
‘"C", but the most unfortunate result of this was that three of
the stiocks of oommunicationé personnel, with their équipment,

were dropped miles from the area of proposed operation., (31)
(289) B-3, p.120; (30) B=5, p.6; (31} B-5, p.8.
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The lst Battalion's dr0plwa= comparatively concentrated and
centered south of St Marle du Mont, about a mile from the pre-
scriﬁed zone, While this area was also defended, the resulting
casualtles were not nearly as heavy as the 34 Battalion had ex-
perienced, but the assembly problem was as great, for the drop
was ocentered betﬁeen St Marie du Mont, whioh was occupied in
strength by the enemy, and a battery of 105's which had not been -
reported in any intélligenoe. Movement from this field was slow
and hazardous, and many men took oover in drainage ditches and
indentations, and did not 1eave.the field for several hours. (32)

- Aside from the poor'drOp and enemy interference, the major
faotor retarding the assembly was the terrain, The oérefully
made map end terrain model studies were rendered worthless by the
drop dispersion of t roops outside of the division zome, but in
addition, the size of the hedgerows and their influence on Ob-
servaetion had not been taien into account. (33) The hedgerows
were man~high,'and averaged about'threé feet in thickness, and
were surmounted by brush end other vegetetion. These served to
ma ke eabh_field, whioch was normelly smell, a ocompartment whibh
denied observation out of the fleld, and from the tops of the
hedgerows permitted observation into only the adJacept field.
Therefore, & man ocould have been dropped alone into e field and
he would have been as effeotively isolated from the other ﬁroops
as if he had been dropped & mile away. It was the loneliness
and darkness of the night, coupled with the lack of observation,
thet primarily slowed down the troops 1n their assembly. Day-

light did little to improve the movement to the assembly arees,

(32) s-2; (33} PK.
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for the lncreased observation was shared equally with the enemy.
Assembly lights had been of little assistance by virtue of their
limited range;'cow bells, whistles, and other sound means were
equally poor for the noise of battle tended to drown them odt,
and the new sound of the high oyclic rate enemy machine guns
commanded the greater attention. {34)

Supply problems were_aggrevaﬁad by the poor drop. Simul-
tanseously with the debarkation of the parachutists, the pilots
had aalvoéd the equipment bundles under the plenes. Few bundles
were rotrieved during darkness, as sach was marked with a small
electric light and the dangers inherent in moving these lights
about were all too fully realized by the troops. In the areas
wherein the troops were under fire or near heavy firing, primary
attention was given t¢o departing those areas with utmostlspeed.

Gonaequentiy, equipmént beliéved to be oumbersom#s or unne-
cesaary'was eabandoned with the parachutes and Mee Wests at the
drop site. Gaa masks were most generally discarded. Some men
were forced to leave their musette bags with the precious mortar
and machine gun ammunition and .the mines. Supply details, work-
ing the fields 1n the succeeding few days, retrieved much of this
equipment, although some was picked up by the natives and the
enemy. (35) Most of the enemy positions captured held several
bundles end an abundance of American equipment, ammunition, ra-
tlions, weapouns, olgarettes, and souvenirs. Thus, until noon of
| D-~day, the troops had few automatic weapons, mortars, radios, or
rocket launchers, other than those which had been Jumped on the
pereon of the jumper, a praotice whioh hed been unpopular in

training, but which pald dividends in combat. (38)

{34) PK; (35_) S-1; (38) PK.
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H -4 HOURS

Colonel Turner, the battalion commander, assembled about
thirty of the men who had landed with him om drop zone "C",
joined the regimental commender on the field and sent patrols
to loc;te other parties asaembling. The Jump had taken place
at about 0115 hours, 6 June, and it had been anticipated that 1in
two houfa the bulk of the battalion would be assembled and would
move to 1ts reserve positipn near Culoville. When the battalion
oommander errived at Culoville, his command consisted of two
officers and about forty men. By O40OO hours small groups had
wandered in and raised the strength of the battalion to nearly
rifty. (37)

| SEIZURE OF THE EXITS

Colonel Robert F., Sink, commander of the 506th Parachute
Infentry, being without communications equipment, was unable fo
.contact his 24 and 34 Battallions or to locate either unit by
patrols. Knowing the importance of the selzure of the beach
- exits, at approximately O430 hours, he ordered Colonel Turner ta
take the 1st Battalion to seize beadu éxit "1" (Overlay I, Map
" III)(38)} One officer was left behind to assemble the rest of
the battalion as 1t came in, and the force moved off down the
road to accomplish the mission of the 24 Batta}iona Meanwhile,
the 24 Battalion was having much better fortune in its assembly
and with a strength of ahout twb hundred was enroute to the
beada exits (Overlay I, Map III)(39) The division commender
not having béen in oommunicatioﬁ with Colonel Sink, had oommitfed
his reserve and when the Turner foroe arfived at the exit, it was
already in the hands of the Division, whereupon the foroe returned
to Culoville, meeting light resisten ce. (%0) (41)
(37) PK; (38) B-5, p.13; (39) B-5, p.13; (X0) 8-3; (41} B-5,p.22.
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ACTION AT HOLDY

The route of the Turner force from Guioville to the beach
exlt passed within five hundred yards of the 105 battery, which
was receiving ettention from other members of the battelion.

The battery was firing i1ts four pleces toward the beach, and 1ts:
personnel had been engaglng the troops in the fileld with small
arms fire. The sound of this fire attracted several of the lost
who gravitated to the sound 1n eearch of thelr units. At Holdy
(Mep IV) the company commanders of Headquérters and "C" Companies
jolned a foroe of ten or more men from Headquartera,.“A" and "B"
Companies, who were attempting to place thé battery um er fire.
This group was lmmediately increased by two men from the 82d Di-
vision, who were far from thelr landing zones. One of these.men

d a 1903 rifié with a grenade launcher and some rifle grenades.
The other principal armament of the force was & light machine gun
1th three belts of ammunition., (42)

This group left the bulldings at Holdy and moved to a stone
;arﬁhouse about twenty yards from the battery posit;on. The ma-
chine gun wes set up in the road anmt one belt fired at the posi-
tion. The hedgerows on both sides of the road restricted the
traverse of the gun to less than ten degrees, and it is doubtful
thet this firing ceused any casualtles to the enemy. However,
the proximity of the fire did ocause the gun crews tp leave their
pleces and take cover in the ditch surrounding the position and
the piedes were thersafter not fired by the enemy.

The attacking foroe reslized thet 1t had not yet acoomplished
anything of real value and would not until the guns themsel ves
were selzed. It was decided that a base of fire would be estab-

1ishéd with the machine gun end the grenade launcher, and the

(42) EW.
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remainder of the force would crose the road and attempt to enter
the ditoh in which the gun crews were taking cover. The grenade
launcher was set up at the nge of the bullding etop a hedgerow,
but while targets were being polnted out to the gunner, he was
shot in the neok; whersupon, he ﬁithdrew to Holdy where aid men
had established an aid station.

The mathine gun and grenade lauhoher, under the commani of
one officer, was moved to positions on higher ground across from
th farmhouse. The other offiocer end two men prepared to mbve
elong a hedgerocw toward the position and then, under cover of the
hedgerow surrounding the position, planned to enter the ditoh
from the northwest. Just as they were moving out, the battalion
entitank officer, with one rocket launcher and two men from the
entitank platoon, arrived from Holdy. They were orienmt ed quickly
and sent around a lateral hedgerow to get into ﬁoaition where they
could fire into, or preferably enter, the ditoh from the south-
west. Thsese two flanking slements moved forward while the ma-
chine gun fired short bursté at the top of ths hedgerow, conosal-
ing the ditch. |

Both flsnking units c:oaaed the roed at about the seme time
and edvenced toward the entrences to the dltch, throwlng grenades.
The enemy threw greﬁadss back, Although the pdtato masher grenade
oould bs thrown further, ite effeot was not oompafable to the
fragmentation grenade, The ditch was sntered from_both direotions
as planned,and.the two foroes converged toward the center of the
position. (43)

The ditoh hed been improved and made into & deep trench in

which emmunition for ths guns and grenades and small arms had

(43) EBW.
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been liberally stocked. The defenders geve liftle resistance
once the trench was entered, because the blast of the rockéta
from one flenk and the continual concussion of grenades from the
other took most of the fight out of the ertillery men. Some fléd
down a drailnsge ditch to the east. About thirty prisoners were
taken, and epproximetely fifty desd or wounded were found in the
trenches., (44} (45)(48)(47) ‘

The réduction of the position permitteﬁ many soldiers, who
had landed near the position, to leave their cover and proceed
toward their asanmbly'areas. Some of theae mwen had lain within
rfifteen yards of the ditch all night, and would have most cer-
tainly been killed or captured had the defenders left the covef
of their trench and aggressively policed the fileld instead of
attempting to cover the field by fire. (48)

Included in thosé relessed from their enforced retirement
were the battalion S3, several division staff bfficers who had
landed in the field by glider during the night, ebout forty lst
Battelion men, and numerous others from other orgenizations.
Total capualties for the attacking foroe was the one man wounded
in the neck. (49)(50) | f

Found on the.position were numerous supply bundles, a quan-
tity of small arms emmunition and grenades, an SCR 300 readio, andl
the bodies of several parachutists who hed landed within the po-
gition, Ammunition wes redistributed, the troops reorganized,
and the declsion reached to attack the village of St Marie du Mont
through the ditch system to the east and north. A radlo operator
was looated. The frequency was adjusted to the regimentalfcom-

mand net on the retrieved radio and the regimental commander

i##) B-5, -?l; (45) B-1, p.23; (48) B=3, p.129; (47) EW; (48) S-3.
k) EW: (50T 8-3. | SR

21



notified of the situation and the decision to attack the village,
.He concurred 19 the decision and urged ocaution. He further re-
quested that he be kept advised of the situation and pregress, as
he had radio contact with only one other force, the'other lst Bat~
talion element at Exit "1".(51)(52)(53)

The force, consisting then of the company commanders of
Headquarters and "C" dompaniea, the 53, tnp ant itank platoon com~
mander, and about ten men sach from Headquarters and "A"™ and "B"
companies, with an armement of one light maphine gun and one
- rocket launcher, entered the ditch to the east of the battery po-
sition and proceeded in column of files toward St Marie du Mont.

In the ditch and in the field, many seriously wounded men
were found. These were essisted back to the Holdy ald station
by membérs of the force, This so dissipated its atrangth that
when & junction of two major ditches was reached, about two hun-
dred yards from the edge of the town, only about ten men and the
officers were left.

The same tactics were agreed upon for the capture of the town.
A base of fire unit and an aaaa&lting force was established. At
the ditoh Junetion, oné company'commander proceeded up the ditoh
with one men and & machine gun, and the other party attempted to
croas the open field to the east to close on the south edge of
the village. Two mn were selected as scouts and directed to pro-
oeed across the fleld by bounds. The first man ran about twenty
feet into the Tield and took cover behind some wisps of hay.. A
‘machine gun from the édga af the town opened fire on thie man and
~wounded him., He waa retrieved under continuous machine gun fire
and the plan to oross this open ground was abandoned. The pro-
grees of the other officer with the madhine gun was equally fruit- .
less, and the foroe withdrew to the battery position. Here one

of the guns was boresighted an the steeple of the towm church and
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after knocking that potentiel observation point out, the sus-
pected machine gun loocations on the edge of town were fired upon.
Colonel Sink was agelin contacted by radio and informed of the
failure of the attack, and advised that the town could be taken
if more troops were avalleble. Reenforced by forty or more. mem
from the regimental CP, another_attack on the town was launched.
By this time, 1300 hours, elements of the 4th Division were push-
ing into the town from the east, and the town fell without ser-
ious opposition.
ﬁuring the day, the 24 Battalion hed secured the second beach

exit,.and troops of the seaborne units were passing through the
exits and proceeding inland to the north. At dusk the two elements
of the lst Battelion and the 24 Battallon were assembled at Culo-
ville., There hed still been no word from or contact mede with the
2d Battalion, which was responsible fof e regimental objective to
the south, Neither had there been eny contect with the battalion
of the 50lst Parachute Infantry, which was responsible fdr seour-
ing the highwey bridges over the Douwe, north of Carentan. {54)

 Tactically, the regimént couid'be considered the best estab-
lished of any in the division. The regimental commender had con-
trol of two of his beattaelions and was more or léss centrally lo-
cated within the division area; whereas, the other regiments were
engaged in accomplishing their missions on the perimeter. These,
and the absence of positive information of the units to the south,
were the considerations that oaused Ma jor General Maxwell Taylor,
the Division Commender, to visit the regimental CP on the night
of 6 June, and order the regiment to reconnoiter the area to the
south in foroe. (55)(pB} To assist in this, he attached to the
regiment the 401st Glider Infantry Battalion, which had ocome
aahofe=during the day.
(54} B~5, p.35; (55) B-5, p.35; (56) B-3, p.135.
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RECONNAISANCE TO THE SOUTH

As the 40lst was at full strength and fresh, Colonel Sink
planned to have 1t lead phs attack-through Vierville toward St
Come du Mont, to be followed by the lst Bettelion, the 24 Bet~
talion, Regimental Headquarters, a platoon of attached AT guns,
and a pletoon of engineers. The strength of the lst Battalicn
-was unpretentious; "A" Company numbered around forfy,"B" Company
had nearly fifty,."éﬂ Company totaled thirty odd, end Headquartefs |
Company apprbximatély fifty. The attack was planned for 0430
hours on 7 June, {57)

'The Glider Battalion feiled to appear at the appointed time
and the lst Battalion was given the mission of leading the attack.
"B* Company was ordergd to take responsibility for two hundred
yards on the right of the recad, "C" Company two hundred yards on
the left of the roed, and "A" and Headquarters Companies were
ordered to follow on the road. The Battalion S4 had been actlive
during the night, and as the Companies passed the IP on time, |
- rations and a limited quantity of ammunition*&ggfﬁanded out. (58)

"B" Company wes harrassed by sniper fire which came from the
hedgerows to ite front and'right; consequently, its progress was
slow. "C" Company, moving in a line of platoons in column along
ad Jacent hedgerows, had no conteot with the enemy until reaching
the highway from the beach to St Come du Mont, Here, at the
north of Vierville, "C" Company was enhgaged by approximately a
pldtoon. The Gompany deployed on both sides of the road and sent
one squad around the extreme left'flank to attempt to dislodge the
| enemy from the hedgerows. This sqﬁad'did hot move far enough to

the left and was outflanked and pinned down by fire. (59)(e0)

(57) B-6, p. 11; (58) PK; (59) EW; (60) B-3, p.l38.
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"B" Company hed come up to Vierville on the right of the road
and was preparing t¢ continue toward the south when Generél Taylor
dni.Colonel Sink contaoted Colonel Turner in the Vierville church,
Hea@qu&rters-and "A" Companies hed continued on the road into
Vierville without opposition. Golonei Sink hed received informe-
tioh that elements of the 3d Battalion hed held their objlective,
so.he ordered the lst Battellon toward a erossroads to the south
of St Come du Monte. {61} As "C" Company was still engaged, "A"
Company was ordered to take "C" Company's position on the left of
the road, and "C" Company was ordersd to dlsengage and teke "A"
Company's plaoé in the column. |

"C" Compahy requested an entitenk gun to assist in disengeag-
ing the forward squad. This eun wes mede availeble by the regi?
ment al comménder, and with it the hedgerows in which the eneny
was conceeled were tﬁken under direct rire, relieving the pres-
sure on the squed &0 thét it withdrew without suffering eny ces-
ualties. (62) The enemj did, however, pursue the squad along
the hedgerows, so that when the squad had re)Joined the Company
at the edge of the town and the Company had proceeded south on
the roed toward St Come du Mont, the 24 Battalion; following on
the road, was taken under fire while in the town, and pinned
down for several hours. {63} |

The progress of "B" and "A" Companies, after leaving Vier-
ville, was slow., The enemy occupied the hedgerowa, particularly
on the right of the roed, and forward progreéa by '"B" Compeny
was maede by sending out units to outflank tﬁe enemj posi tions,
Whereupon, the enemy would withdrew one hedgerow to his rear,
and the same process would have to be repeated. The smokeless,
‘flashless properties of the enemy's ammunition, and hils skill at
camouflaging himself and his positions, mede it extremely 41ffi-
eult to locate the precise location from whioh he was firing,

(61} B-5, p. 37; {(62) EW; (63) 8-1,



THE HEDGEROWS

_ ‘The hedgerows deserve more then just passing comment for
they had & direct affect on the tactics employed by units of ell
echelons. The French farmers considered them as part of the
economy of the land, as they served in a varlety of waye. A
hedgerow was at once a permanent fence which regquired little or
no meintenance; a plot of ground which supported the growth of
small trees and brush, providing the fermer with his cooking enl
heafing fuel; a cover to birds and small enimals for his table;
a vineyard from which he harvested berries; a barrier for the
control of surface dralinage and erosion; and, not the least im-
portant, a wind break, protecting his c¢rops from channel storms.

The Germaens integrated these barricades into their defenses.
Throughout the hedgerows, emd particularly the interseotions, they
dug spider holes, carefully removing the soil and retaining the
natural appearance of the position., These provided a series of
preconatructed outpost lines or defensive lines, which could be
menned by a minimum of troops and permitted the'greatest flex~
1bility of movement to the defenders. The trees and brush were
ideal for the erectioﬁ and concealment of telephone wire, as
they soreened observation from everywhere except the alr. The
hedgerows were thick enoﬁgh to give protection from the fire of
all weapons except direct hite of artillery. The ditoches at the
base of each side of the hedgerows were available for proteqtion
when the attacker employed his mortars, so that the only effec-
tive fire which could be placed on defending trocps was direct
hits in the ditches or on the splder holes. |

The advanteges of the hedgerow systems were prgdominately

with the defender through his knowledge of the terrain end the

/
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loocation of the preconstructed emplecements. A small holding
force could delay a relatively large foree and cause 1t to de~
ploy, bring up its mortera, search the suspected hedgerow, and
probe extensively to the flanks. The decision to ebandon the
position remained with the defender until antitank weaspons could
be brought up, and, by direct short range fire, blast open the
splder hole. This method, while effective, was costly in gun
crews, and embarrassingly slow, for a squad could deley a bat-
talion for a matter of hours.

' ®¥hile training in Englend, the division had maneuvered in
the Slepton Sands area on the south coest. (Map I-7) This area
had been ohosen as it most nearly represented the terrain of
Normendy. The hedgerows, the clay soil, the Normaen type archi-
tecture, the deep sunken roads, and the teactlos were essentially
the same as were later seen in Normandy. Unfortunéte;y, the
tadtics at Slapton'Sands and for the first few days in Normandy
were confined to meneuvering along the road nets, and the tre-
mendous taofical benefits which could have been gained through
better use of the Slapton Sands aree were lost.

ACTION AT BEAUMONT

The distance from Vierville to Beaumonmt by roed is less
than 1700 yards, yet 1t took epproximately an hour end a half
for the lst Battalion to reech this smell cluster of farm bulld-
ings. Here, the llne was slowly straightened when "B Company
pulled up along side of "A" Company, which had hed reiatively
open terraln on 1ts.flank and hed progressed more rapidly. It
was here, also, that the first orgenlzed defensive position,
occupied in Strength, was reached.

On the right of the road, in "B Company's sector, was a
fermhouse surrounded by orchards. It was on commending ground
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and the area around 1t hed been byilt up into & etrong defens-
ive position, Connecting trenches ran down the hill to the house,
.where they branched off in all direotions and gave clear fields
of fire end excellent routes of withdrewal, "B" Company, in its
forwaerd push, hed preseed the enemy back to the house but could
not atretéh its already thin line further to insure that the
house and the adjacent trenches were cleared. (64)(65) These
pbsitions were reoccupied by the enemy and "B"™ Company was taken
under heavy fire, suffering several osauaelties. At epproximately
the seme tims, accurate morter fire fell on the orossroad at
Beaumont, and continﬁed to fall intermittantly throughout the
remainder of the time the bettelion operafed in thet area.

"A"™ Company, pushing off agein on the left, was stopped im-
medlately by machine gun fire from the hedgerows to 1its diréct_
front. Previously, in the mprning's edvanoce, most of the oppo-
sition hed been rifle fire, but this fire wee much heavier in
volume and the caesuelties inflicted in the first skirmish with
this position were heavy. About seven men from "B" Company had
become casualties since leaving Velrville; "A"™ Company now lost
five,and "C" Compeny end Headquarters Compaﬁy together hed lost
another five from mortar fire on the rocad. (86)

Shortly before noon, three ligh{t tanka from the beaoh Joined
the battelion at Beaumont. They were sent up the road toward
the head of the column, where Colonel Turner and the Tank Com-
mander declded to attempt to knock out the mechine gun positions
by tank artillery fire. To point out targets, Colonel Turner,
who was a former Cavalry officer, got into the lead tank and 1t
started down the road. It had gone but a few yarde when Colonel

Turner, who wes etending up in the turret, was shot through the

(84) PK; (65) B~5H, p.38; (66) 8=-2.
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head and kilied instently. The news of this misfortune spread
rapidly through the battalion, and served to split the battalion
into four separate companies. (87)(68)(69}(70)

Colonel Turner was a slight, éggressive individual, and had
been with the battalion since its activation. He had dominated
his staff end compeny commanders, but his strong character had
been a source of 1lnspiration and confidence to the battalion.

His executlve officer had onlj one previous opportunity to
demonstrate his capabilities to the battalion, and that had been
an unfortunate experienca on the occasion of Colonel Turner's
only leave. The incident had occurred on the last battallon
exercise prior to moving to the maishalling area. It haed been a
cold, miserable night, and nothing had been accomplished'aocord-
ing to:plen, The route had been lost end there was much marching
without purpoSé. .The troops chose to 1gno}e the difficulties of
thé terrain, the c¢omplete darkness, and other inedvertant mis-
fortunes, and laid full blame for their misery, whether or not it
was Justified, on the ascting battelion commender. {71)

Although Colonel Turner had been & strict disciplinaerien, and
hed been exacting with his officers end men, he was respected by
all; 80 1t was the news of hls death and the lack of confidence
in the new commender that reduced the morele of the battalion to a
low point. ‘

Another tenk was struck by a German rocket, and all the tanka
withdrew to the crossroad where ehortly after, on Colonel Sink's
order, they moved to Angoville eu Plain to assist the 24 Battallon

in olearing out that town.

(67) PK; (68) S-2; (89) B~5, p ¥1; (70} B-3, p.138; (71) PK.
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"B" Ccmpany continued to press toward the farm buildings on
its rigﬁt flenk with 1ittle success. A b7 mm AT plece was brought
forward and pushed through the hedgerows to bring direot fire on
the farmhouse end the trench system,'and "B" Compeny was then able
to clear out this erea. {72)

While "E" Compeny was mopplng up, "C" Company was committed
to the attack with 1nstruétions to probé to the left and endeavor
1o locate and envelop the enemy flenk, ™C" Company moved lateral-
ly along the road toward Angoville au Pléin for about four hundred
yarde, then turned to the right, emd, in a ocolumn of filles with
one squad one hedgerow out on each flank for secur;ty, made its
first probe.

This probe waes succesaful only in determining that the enemy
occupled the hedgerowa here 1n as great strength as at Beaumont.
Several madhine guns brought fire on the compaeny, and 1t retired
to the road snd attempted another probe further to the left. This
attack was Just getting under way when the company was ordered
back to_Beaumont. (73) 'B" Company's success in clearing out the
fermyard was to be exploited, and 1t was planned to move the bat-
talion throughl"B" Qbmpany‘s sector and continue the drive toward
the St Come du Mont ecrossroad. DBefore the plan was 1mplamented,
the enemy moved in egeln and occupled the farmyard, and brought
fire on the troops at Beaumont, Two'of the teanks rejolned the
battalion, and once more "B" Company asssaulted the ferm buildings,
this time to meet even atronger resisten , and after recelving
more ocasualtlies, withdrew to Belm b% 74)

| D COMPANY ATE&QEEQ
Colonel Sink, upoﬁ belng infbfmed of the situation, decided

that more of a foroe was needed than the lst Battalion could

mnster, end "D" Company wes atteched. "D Company, consisting of

-2; T4) 8-2.
(72) s-2; (73) EW; (7 ) S=2 30



more than ninsty men and probably the largest company 1in the
regiment, was attached to the lst Battelion(75) at 1830 hours,
and wes ordered to asslst "B" Compeny by flre from a position
gbout four hundred yards to the north of the farm buildings. With
thls assistance, the two tanks and the 57, "B" Company pushed the
enemy back from the farm egain,

"C" Company wae then ordered to relieve "B" Company end hold
the farm posltion until the battalion could move out of Beaumont.
4 heavy concéntration of morter fire was dellvered on the oross-
road during thils relief, and additional casueltles were lncurred.
By thls time the troops were utterly fatigued. They hed little
or no sleep for more than rifty-two hours; they had experieneced
the emotlonal straln of a parachuta‘jump; they had besn contin-
ually ective, elther marching, fightling, patrolling, or sltting
out the nlghts under most trylng clrcumstances. They were losing
confidence in their commander and his ability to get the battallon
moving. They were bushed! They had elmost"had it."(76)(77)

NIGHT ATTACK |

"D" Company was recelled from its positlon end ordered-to
move down the road immediately toward St Come du Mont. One tank
was to be loaded with the wounded end was ordered to the Ango-
ville au Plain ald etation. The other tank was ordered t0 sup=
port "C" Company until the column had cleared the crossroad,
Headquarters, "A", "B", and "C" Companieslwere to follow the
relatively fresh "D" Compeny in that order. (78)(79)(80)(81)

At 2100 hours *D" Company moved out dowm the road which e

few hours before hed been so heavily defended. Its progress was

(75) B=6, p.12; (76)(77) PK; (78) S-2; (79) 5~3; (80) PK; (8L)S-4
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0 Tast that the fatigued men of the battalion had diffioulty
in keeping pace. {82)

The commander of "D" Company had been given the briefest
orientation when he waé drdered forward. Consequently, he and
his men knew only thet there was supposed toc be friendly troops
somewhere 1n the vicinity of the crossroaed south of 3t Come du
Mont; thelir objective, As they epproached the crossroad esast
of St Come du Mont they put up orange flares, the signel of (83)
friendly trpops; The flares brought down a blast of fire from
both flanks, and "D" Compeny was haited, momentarlly, in the
dit ches on both sides of the road. (84)

The word was passed back down the column for the tank to
oome forward. It left the Beaumont crossfoad in response to the
measage'Just a8 the last of "C" Company wes falling in on the
road. Within e few minutes, another message was passed baok,
"Machine guns to the head of the column!'" All of the mechine gun
¢rews ran forward. While they wefe still running dowm the'road,
another messege came baok celling for the Bazookas to come to
the head of the oolumn, ‘and all of the rocket launcher crews
double~timed towerd the head of the ococlumn. It was nearly dark,
and vls1bility was limited to the hedgerow nwarest the flenks
and to about ten yards to the fromt end rear. (85)(86)(87)

Upon arrivel at the head of the column, the tank fired wlth
good effect to the flanka, end forced the Germans to ke ep down
while the ocolumn regeined its momentum end pushed sheed. (88)
All of "D" Compeny and most of Heedquerters and "A" Compeanies
cleared thé croseroad east of St Come du Mont without suffering
qdaualtiea end continued toward the objective about seven hundred
_ yérds to the front. The Génnans permitted this muoh of the
column to pess, then, from positions north and east of 8% Come du
Mont, brought ﬁeawy fire upon the column. (89)

(82) B=5,D.4%; (83) B-5, p.44 |
(84) 8-4; (85) 8-3; (88) S-2; (B7) PK; (88) sS-4; (89) sS-2;



SEVERANCE OF THE COLUMN

This was & little too much for the troops Jjust about to
stert their third dey of fighting without rest. The battalion
commander, his 83, and the company commanders of Headquarters
and "A" Companies were with "D" Company to the front along with
all of the machine guns and focket launchers. Someone along the
line passed the word, "Pull baok", énd the tall of the column
recolled into Beaumont, The battelion adjutant, et the rear,
directed the companies 1nto assembly areas around the crossroad
as they came in, end an effort was made tb_determine who had
ordersd the withdrawal.

This point still remains in doubt. None of the officers
would admlt having orlginated the message, and not all of the
men could be interviewed in the derk. I{ was the opinion of
the most reliable observers that the enemy was too strong at the
front to permit another attempt to rejoln the battallon until
automatic weapons could be obtained. (90) Meanwhile, "D" Com-
pany,-witn the tank, hed pushed on to the objective and occupied
a strong defensive positlon prepared by the Germns. By mid-
night the forward elements of the battalion were well dlsposed
t0 hold until morning. (91} It wee with considerable surprise
that the battalion commander received, at 0ﬁl5 hours, a’ radio
message to return to Beaumont. At 0030 hours the retﬁrn was
well under way, and at 0130 hours the battalion hed closed in
Beaumont, The tank had been knocked out by a German rocket on
the objectiie, and the body of one of the tank orew was blown

out of the tank into the ditch at the side of the read where it

(90) PK; (91) s8-2,
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burned. The crosspoad was subsequently referred to as '"Dead
Men's Corner™ to distinguish it from another crossroad, the one
to the eamst of St Come du Mont.

PL4N FOR D PLUS 2

When the rearmost olement of the battalion hed decided egainst
attempting to join the forward part of the battelion, the senior
offlcer present took a patrol and reported the situation to Col~
onel Sink in his CP at Angoville au Plein., He arrived a few min-
utes behind Brigadier Genersl Anthony McAuliffe, the Assistant
Division Commander, who had brought news of new attechments. The
belated battalion of the 401lst Glider Infantry was attached again
to the regimént, along with a battalion of the FOlst Parachute
Infantry. Nearly two battelions of artillery end additional light
tanks had been made avallable and were also attached. (92}{93) |

With.such e strong force availeble for the attack on St Come
du Mont end the bridges to the south, Colonel Sink 4id not be-
lieve it prudent to leave the 1lat Battalion in 1ts extended po-
sition, end he had promptly ordered it back to Beaumont.

The order for the attack in the morning wes given verbally,
and generally'it_Called for the convergence of all the avallable
battalionsupon.st Come du Mont and the highway extending south
to the bridge over the Douve, whioh was assigned to the H0lat for
-destruection., The 50lét was assigned a sector on the right of the
401st, and the 1lst Battalion wes given the extreme right sector. |
The 24 Battalion wes to follow the lst Battalion by bounds., The
attack would be supported by tanks and artillery. The line of
departure sxtended roughly northeast end southwest from a point
on the road about four hundred yards south of Beaumont. The

(92) B-8&, p.l3; (93) B-5, p.48.
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attack was to jump off at O445 hours, preceded by an elaborate
artillery preparation.' The two battalions of artillery were to
fire a ten-minute preparation on suspected enemy strong points,
including St Come du Mont, to be followed by a rolling barrage
. Scheduled to adﬁance one hundred yerds évery four minutes. (94}

The time left for preparation of the attack waes negligibie.
It permitted passing the orders to only battalion and compeny
commanders, snd left very little time for orienting junlor lead-
ers on the situstion and the mission. ($5)(96) The battalion
commander of the H0let Parachute Infantry kneﬁ little of the
general situation in the area, amd could meke only a map study of
the terraiﬁ. Time was of Interest to the lst Battslion as a
period for sleep only. So fatigued were the troops that the com-
pany commanders had to physically kick the men awske and on their
feet at jump off time. (97} The gun crews and emmunition bearers,
who had left thelr units the preceding night, were sorted out in-
to thelr respectlive units enroute to the line of departure,

The battalion plan of attack envisaged that "A" Company,
followed by "C" Company, would attack towaerd the east side of St
Come du Mont on the battalion's right, while "D" Compeany, which
was still attached, would attack on the left of "A" Company,
followed by "B" end Headquarters Companies. (98]'

. THE ATTACK |

The attack was leunched on time, although there waa still
conslderable confusion ceused by men moving to théir proper units.
The értillery preparation was fired as planned and the troops
followed it as close as one hundred yards. No enemy resistance
was enOOuﬁterad and the attaock progressed to the road leading east
out of St Come.du Mont. |
(94) B=6; p.l¥; (95) B-3, p.140; (96) PK; (97) EW; (98) S-2,
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Along this road the battalion halted ené built up a line,
and 800n was brought under heavy mortar fire. Mortars eould be
heard firing from the southwest pért of the town; either-tha fire
was observed, or 1t had been previously reglstered for it was in-.
credibly accurate. The zone of fire extended from the east edge
of town, along the road, snd past the orossesroad, the crossroad
receiving particularly heswy concentratione. {99)(100}

From thils point, the situation becomes obscure. 'Other
historianz have attempted to record the succeeding events with

doubtful suoccess. Colonel S.L.A.Marshall, the historlian of the

_ Europeén Theater, epent several days in June and July 19484 inter-

viewing the avallable participante 1n the action, His record,
which appears in a small unit study entitled,"H06th Parachute
Infantry in Nommendy Drop", is brief and someﬁhat miseleading.

His story alleges to relate the actions of battalions, whereas

in polnt of faot, the battalione had become so0 dlspersed and
intermingled that thelr ldentity wae lost, and the history relatss
mora'acourataly the movements of the battalion commenders and
small elements of the battalions.

At the crossroad, the commanders of the lst Battelion, 506th
end the lst Battalion of the HOlst met, This was thelr first
contact, the attaok order having been glven 10 each indlvidually,
and thelr first opportunity to dlscuss bouhdaries, mutual support,
end rate of progreas.‘ Both commenders were of the opinion that

the crossrosd south of St Come du Mont wes the specific objective

. of thelr own battelion. Additionslly, the H0let was belng pinched

out, as the lst Battallon's left Flank lay on the road -

end the 1nﬁndated area on the right was forcing the 40lst into the
left of the H501st. (1015(102} |

(99) s-3; (100} Ew; (101} s-2; (102) Bel, p.78



. Colonel Sink wae oontacted by redio and the situation ex-
plained to him. He directed the lst Battalion of the RO6th to -
seize 3t Come du Mont, and the H01lst, lst Battaelion, to selze the
crossroad. (103)

In the belf hour that this conference had consumed, most of
the troops had tﬁken what_cover they could and had fallen aslesp,
Others, uncomfortable under the heavy mortar fire, had moved for-
ward tb avold it. Troop leaders had become casualties end vir-
tually all control was lost, Thus, when the order to attack the
town Was.given, there were few troops available to execute the
mission,

The battelion adjutant and the 83 rounded up the fow Head-
quarters Company men that could be found, and thls force of about
ten men attecked the town along the roaa west, under the dlrection
of the adjutent., The S3 endeavored to find more of the battalion
gnd finglly located part of a platoon of "D" Company. This unit
attacked from the north on the east side df the mein highway. ﬁoth'
of these attacks were stopped by the enemy at the edge of the towm.

(104) (105)

About twenty men from "AY and "C' Companies had gone rorward
while the battelion commenders were determining who was to seige
the orossroad., They moved to a position on top a.cut along thé
highway from whioh they could oover the orossroad by fire, and ;

- stretched out to sleep. (106} The remainder of the battelion, |
acoording to reports of officers that night, was either asleep%
or drowslly waiting for the attack to advance, & part of "D" .
| Company hed gone on down to the objective prior to the time théi
the rest of the battalion hed halted. This elsment, finding 1%-
self over extended, returned to the crossroad about 1000 hoursl
end occupied German prepared positions, (107) :

(103) s-2; (10%) s-4; (105) S-2; (1068) EW; (107) B-3, p.l58.
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The two unlts attaoking the town spent most of the day ex-
ohanging a few ehots with enemy soldilers ih the town, but made no
aggreesive effort to continue the attack until 1600 hours, when a
petrol returned and reported the town to be empty. (108}

The sltuation was little better in the 50lst Battellon. Part
of it had eventually gone forward past the objective, and had then
returned to it when 88 mm fire from the south made their more ex-
posed forward position untenable, (109}

There are at least two views of the enemy aotion that day:
The one taken by Lt Colonel Charles H Chase, the Regimental Exee-
utive Gfficer, that the énemy reslstance encountered in and around
St Come du Mont was "a high-powered delaying action™; and the
view taken by this ﬁriter, although nelther cen be proven.

The first element of the battalion to engage in a fire fight
was the mixed group from A" and "C" Compéniea shortly after 0800
‘hours, when 1t had taken position aiong the highway cut. Thils
ection was with what appeared to be a pafrol moving south out of
the town. In the ensuing fire fight, eéch side 1ncurred one cae-
ualty. Thq patrol withdrew and no further enemy activity was
noted in the south of town. (1Y} The seocond encounter was about
0900 hours, when the aedjutant's group attacked the east side of
the town end was held off. (111) The third encounter was shortly
after 0900 hours, when the "D" Company force attacked and was
pushed back. (112}

The fourth contaot was at about 1000 hours when the "A" and
"g" Company group, and_thg elements of the H0lst near the cross-

foad, were attaocked by a small force rfrom the west. This attack

(108) S-2; (109) B-3, p.158; (110) EW; (111) S-2; (112) S-4.
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was driven off, and another, in greater atreﬁgth, was launched

immediately. The epparent objective of the attack was the high
ground overlooking the out. This attack was also stopped, but

with a loss of about half of the "A" and "C" Compeny men. They
were on axposed ground and had no entrenching tools to meke any
kind of cover. Further, the ground to the rear was e0 éxpoaed
that retreat was impossible, and the safest tactics appeared to
be the comtinuous employment of every weapon available.

These attacks continued until nearly noon when the enemy
axeouted a flanking maneuver around the right flank end seized
the hill, drivihg the elght or ten remaining men back to the
road on the east. At precisely thls moment, reenforcements in
the form of three light tanks arrived from the dlrection of
Deaumont and were 1mmediately commlitted frontelly toward the
out. About twenty men from the 501st and the "A" end "C" Com-
pany forces, taking cover in rear of the tenks, advanced and re=-
captured their previous position., (114} 'The presence of the |
tanks put an entirely different light on the slituation, appar-
ently, for the enemy promptly withdrew to the west. (115)

Seizure of the crossroad, and the clearling of enemy from
the beachhead area, completed the initlal misslon of the 1Clst
Alrborne Division., At about 1800 hours, the battelion was
assembled east of St Come du Mont and reverted to regimsntal
reserve. The followling day, an eabandoned sgupply traln was
found with 1ts head at the objectlve crossroad, and extendlng
back along the road to the west. This train was horsedrawn,
and consisted of about fifty wagons with verlous supplles, a
few artillery pleces and kitchen wagons with utenslls, contain-
ing a meel, still warm. (117)(118) Whether or not this traim

(113} EW; :
{114} EW; (115) B-1, p.78; (117} B-8, p.l4; {118) EW.
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belonged to a unit emplaced to execute a delaying action,or

to & unit which was attempting to fight its way southward through
St Come du Mont to Carentan, was never determined. The question
is of importance now only in considering the dootrine of defense
agalnst airvorne troops. The Normandy campaign clearly indicated
that the German defense against alrborne attack was not tactically

sound.,
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

From the viewpoint of historians interested mainly in the
"big plcture”, the employment of Airborne troops in Opefation
Overlord clearly illustrates the tactical advantage of using
airborne and seaborne troops together in establishing a beach-
head. The.closé proximity of Uteh and Omaha Beaches, the simi-
larity of terrein, defending troops, time and plan of the sea=~
borne asseult, end the marked contrast 1n casualties, and D-day
ground taken by the seaborne units on the two beaches, most cer-
talnly will be used as a yardstick by future strategists and his-
toriens. Even if they should add to the seabOrns casusltles on
Utah Béach, the casualties of the Airborne force, it will still
-indicate the desirall 1lity of combining the two methods of abttack.

The selection of the landing 2ones close to the beach also
will rdceive favorsble conelideration, for they tended to 1sclate
the beachhead from reserves,to permit the destruction of the
actual beach defenders, and enabled the airborne force to be re-~
supplied and reinforced promptly. The additional depth s0 speed-
ily added to the beachhead also permitted a more orderly debark-
ation of seaborne troops.

One of the imponderables of the operation 1s the comparative
efficlency of the eirborne force as it operated from where it
actuelly was landed, as opposed to what it might have accomplished
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had the air corps put the troops on the plenned landing zones.
There was considerable bitterness among the sirborne immediately
following the operation, end maps showing actual landing pat-
terns of each serial were oompiled and forwarded to higher head -
quarters with letters of complaint. ZFrom the standpoint of the
alrborne unit commanders, this attitude is understandable, for they
experienced great difficulty in securing tactical unity end could
secure thelr objectives only with scratch forces.

However, the objectives were secured, often by mixed groups
of less tham one-fifth the force which was assigned the ob Jective.
It is the operations of these small groups which warrants the
most study, for it can be oconcluded that the determinetion and
thorough orientation of the individuals in these groups in the
absence of normel tectical leadership was the declding faotor in
th e suooess of the overall operation.

Certalinly, due credit muet be given to the tactical oommand-
ors for providing & good plan of operations, and for their insis-
tence on the most elaborate briefing of all ooncerned. They had
the foresight to realize that upon loading into the airplanes in
Englend, tacticel control was temporarily relinguished - for how
long, they oould not determine., They can, of oourse, be criti-
clzed for thelr fallure to foresee the effect of the hedgerows on
the assembly after jump. coee . ~

Secrecy in the aessembly after Jumping is of course as nighly
desirable aé in any other operation, whethexr it be movement to
an assembly aree prior to an atteok, or the oocupation of a de-
fensive position; but the desirability of e speedy essembly and
resultant immedlate movement to contaot as bpposed‘to delayed
assembly and the consequent pilecemeal attack on the various -
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objectives, as was the result in this'oﬁeration, must be ocare~
fully welghed to determine the desired degree of secrecy to be
imposed on the assembly.

full responsibllity had been pleced on the Air Corps for
the delivery to pinpoint landing zones, where it was anticipated
that the density of troops would be such that normal assembly
procedures would suffice, and where each battalion commander was
responsible for'the agpembly of his troops by whatever method he
ochose, This delegation of responsibllity for the assembly and
failure to provide emergenoy assembly proéedurea 1s questlonable
in the face of the pre#ious repeated Air Corps failures to
deliver to the selected drop zones in Africae, Sicily, and on
numerous oOcoasions im training. This praoctloe was advantageous
in one.respéot in that 1t left the 4ir Corps as a whipping post
should essembly be t00 long delayed; but 1t mede small provision
for the execution of the ground misslion. Conformity to the
military precept of command responeiblility in this 1lnstance left
much to be desired, for the Air Corps commanders_in turn ocould
~fall back on the weather and flak, both beyond thelr oontrol, as
the reasons for theilr failure.

.On the other hand, study of the drop landing pattern reveals
thet the drop was not so bad that a much more successful assqmbly
oould Ia ve been mede, had adequate provision been mede for a bad
lunding. FBEaoh battaelion serial was dropped very generally neexr
its zone and the distance between sticks was not so great as to
entirely rule out line of sight assembly aids.

The 24 Battalion of the 506th Parachute Infentry had the
most sucoeseful after-jump assembly of any in the regimant. Its
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principal assembly ald was a cluster of colored lights which the

Battalion 83 hung as high as possible in a tree atop the hedge-

rows, and consequently had assembled about two hundred men at dawn.

The lst Battallion assembly system was based on the premise

that the Battellon would be landed in the same density as that of

the planes 1in flight. Cpnsequently, upon landing, the last man

out of the plane would orient himself on the direction flown by

the planes and would then move in

" ting members of his stick as he moved

out.,

impoee thelr sticks on the first wave

general movement to assembly would be

the last men were on the ground.

Successive waves of nine planes

the opposite dlrection, collec-
back towérd the firat man

in the serlal would super-
on the ground, so that a

under way prlor to the time

An additional ald, a red signal lamp, was carried by each

company commander,

oncoming men out of the plane after him.

had worked well,

drop near the pathfinder T on the

after the last man wae out of his

without hedgerows. The hedgerows

various smell fields, and neither

gravitation toward the end of the

to be flashed 1n a prearrenged code toward the

In treining, this system

and the battaelion could assemble after a good

drop zone within twenty minutes
ship. This was on terrain-
tended to 1solate men in the
the signal lemp, nor the 1ntended

drop zone, wes effective.

Another device had been utilized with great success in train-

ing, but was discarded for the operetion on the grounds that it

violated secrecy, and would be unnecessary, as 1t was presumed

‘that the Alr Corps would deliver to the drop zone, which had been

so thoroughly studled from air photos and terrain models. This

device was the 60 mm mortar perachute flare, which was visible

for more than e mile, Obviously,

in discarding this eild, proper

consideration was not given to the terrain or the possibllity of

& poor d4drop.
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Just as seaborne assault troops have criticized the navy
for failure to deliver to assigned beaches, alrborne troopa have
ariticized the alr corps for fallure to deliver to aessigned drop
zones. It 1s felt that this general tendenoy for ground farce
commanders to rely on command responsibllity of another arm to
deliver their troops to a designated point to initiate combat, is
questionable. More properly, they should expeﬁt the worst, and
have alternate plans.

It is worthwhile to Keep 1n mind the doctrine of defense
" agalns®% alrborne attack as presently taught at The Infantry Sohool
in analyzing the Germen defense 1n this operation., It is diffi-
cult to criticize the German defenders in their defense against
elrborne atteck, aes so little 1s known of their aotuel plan. The
artillery battery near Holdy, by staying within its position, and
not attackiﬁg from the position to kill or capture the landing
parachutists 1n the immediate area, was itself destroyed. The
doctrine of defense against alrborne attack as presently taught
offers little improvement over the tactics employed by this
artillery battery. _

An anti-slrbvorne defense doctrine which would be more #alid
must be based on the premise "Kill or be killed". A4lrborne troops
are initially in no position elther to take great numbers of
prisoners or to defshd themselvss. Humenitarlenism and inter-
national law may demand that quarter must be offered, but the
defender who expects quarter from airborne troops, or offers it
to them, on thelir initial landing, is a fool.

It 1s not meent to 1mply that quarter.waas refused in this
operation, for wherever it was of fered it wes accepted. It is
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the intent to indicate thet the defenders of the artillery battery
neer Holdy lost thelr position and suffered great ocesualtlies not
commensurate with'the cesualtlies they éould heve inflicted on the
parachutists in the field, had they been 1mbued with e doctrine

to destroy the atteockers as they lay as 1ndiv1duals relatively
helpless in their equipment. As soon es these individuels achieved
mobllity, end joined other forces, even one or two other individu-
als, they became an attacklng force.

Such e small unimposing group is not a formideble cpponent,
but thelaésembly of such groups into eny kind of a striking foroe
must be praventéd at all costs. These groups initielly have no
rear area; no administrative personnel to teke ocare of prisoners;
no definite knowledge of the location of other groups or medlcal
instellations; no informetion of the overell success of the
‘operation elsewhere; and they most definitely are imbued in train-
ing,and by the circumstances of thelr situafion, with the will to
close with and destroy the enemy, for each enemy destroyed ilnoreases
thelr own chance of survival., These factors must be considered in
eateblishing & dootrine of defense.

It 13 belleved that our alrborne Btrétegists end teotiolans
are too much bemused by thelr opinions of the invineibility of an
airborne attack, and mmve not given suffioclent serious thought to
determining e defense against airborne plan which will be workabls.

Colonel S.L.A, Marshell, in his small unit study,"506th Parae-
chute Infentry in Normendy Drop", observes: "With all their ad-
vantages, these Germans could not get thelr heads up. They fired
from whetever cﬁver they happened to be holding, and not one mam
emong them moved out to engage the invaders in personal enéounter.

411 over the Cotentin Peninsula, wherever the airborne landed, this
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held tque. The éhemy seemed gripped by mortal terror. His men
would fire, but they would not move out,"

,.The present doctrine, like the German tactics in this oper=-
étion, does not presoribe that every unit down to platoon must
have a definite aree of responsiblility ta@ defend bf'fira and by
shoek aotion., Reather, 1t prescribés that a unit will contein the
enemy until e moblle reserve can counterattack. 4And what happens
when the moblle resefve itaelf 18 1nvolvéd in defending against
an alrborne attack on its own position? Should the outlylng unit .
continue to attempt tb contain by fira.alone, and be destroyed by -
small units escaping from their 2zone of fire and rallying to
attack thelr position? What happens to the moblle reserve when
suffibient small grouﬁs have assembled and surrounded their
position? Cen they hope to hold off until D plus 2 or 3, when
the airbdrne has comsolidated and cen establish POW cages?

The doatrine of defense, at all costs, and the more dommon-
1y practiced and more esaslly taught virtue of living to fight
agaln another day;'must be ocorrectly blended to provide a sound
defense. |

Second guessing - in this Opération, the Germana ¢ould = ve
put up & much better defense 1f they had done three things:
first, required each position and 1nsfallétion to devise a plan
for contalning eirborne troops landing in its zone of responsi-
bility by fire with paert of its force, and immediately attacking
and destroying the airborme troops in the area contelned; secnd,
~indicating rellying points for the troops in the positions and
inétalkationa in the areas not'affeoted by the laending operations.
This would bave been in keepling with the principle of mass of our.
own troops for a vigorcus countérattack o? a atrong'defenae on
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ground of your own choosing., It would furthef the principles

of economy whé of force and security by removing small vulnerable
units from dangeroua.arsaa.wherein they could be expsected to be
overrun éhd destroyed. It would tend to tuild up a force capable
of taking the offensive. It would permit the prineiple of move-
ment to be utilized, as. opposed to remeining on position, being
surrounded, andltaken.

Third, 1t i1s apparent that the Germens failed to have a mo-
bile reserve down to company level. Pfesent dootrine teaches
thet a mobile reserve will be maintained at battalion emd regi-
mental level. In rear arees, and in this case any area not over-
looking thé beaches is consldered a rear area, experience teaoches
that in combet, ocomfort of thé troaps 1s a prime consideration,
and usually results 1n troop ccoupation of builldings when not
aotually on position; and the location of sultable hulldings is
frequently ﬁore of a deciding factor in troop disposifion ther
maintaining taotical unit, Therefors, it is more common to find
a company with tadtical.unity then it 1s to find a battalion. Even
the company must provide certain’security elements 1n its ownm
area, and these security elemenis are included in those positions
and inatellations such as are mentioned in the preceding paragraph.
The remainder of the company not on security details should be
consl dered a mobile reserve, and should be authorized, i1f not
previously directed, to make immedlate attack aoross any landing
zone 1n 1ts ares. Speed 1s far more ilmportant in this consider-
ation than is the accumulation of a large counterattacking foroe,
to seek out and destroy an eluaive and ever 1lncreasing airborne .
force. P

The essence of the dootrine of anti-alrborne defense must be
the dental of the principle of mess to the airborne at all costs,
and through the mess of own troops,by the use of rallylng points,
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the attalnment of movement, economy of force, cooperatlon, secur-
1ty, and most 1mportent, the offensilve.

The anslysls of the supply functlons and operations of the
Normandy campaign deserves separéte treatment, for the problems
of supply were extremely difficult and complex until the beach
" area was bullt up and capable of giving loglstical support. Em-
phasls in training the battallon had been entirely on tactles,
and little attention had been given to tralning the company com-
mandere 1in supply oflammunitidn in combat. On D-day tha problem
was aoute, The widespread droep had scattered supply bundles over
& conslderable area, and the only ammunition resupply avallable
was that taken from the dead and woumied, or from what bundles
had landed 1n the immediate area of the various locallzed opera-
tilons.

The declsion to have a reserve of mOrtar and machlne gun
ammunition carried on individuals not members of the crewa of
those weapons was excellent. It is unfortunate that 1n training.
the same technique had not been practiced, so that the troops
would be accustomsd to carrying ammunlition for other than their
baslc weapon, and would have realized the lmportance of malnteln-
ing thet reserve. 4s 1t worked 1in pracpice, the men wefe primer-
1ly concermed with thelr individual weepons and responsibllities
and tended to ebandon this extra ammunition when 1t became bur~
densome. Previous experlence would hgve besen helpful also in
establishing procsdures and techniques for colleeting this ammu-
nition and having it availeble as needed. _The limited transpor-
tation, even when supplemented by 1lndlgenous wagons and ceptured
vehlcles wes insufflclent to collect the far flung bundles, ﬁany

of which were covered by enemy fire,
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Lesving the "Blg Pioture", analyzing the tactical opera-
tiohs of the bhattslion 1tself, the D-day activities of the hat-
talion oan be 1gnored, for it did noﬁ function as a battalioﬁ,
belng so greatly dispersed, although the actions of tvwo elements
of the battaellon have heen discussed; The most 1mportent lessona
to be learned from the D~day aotivities pertaln exclusively to
small unit fightiﬁg;

The typicel action described in the reduction of the artil-
lexy battery at Holdy indlcates the need for superior physical
conditlion in ell ranks, It also indicates that commenders end
officers of any force andaany grade must be capable of sufficlent
flexibility of thought to ocommend squads, platoons, ocompanies,
and in qxtreme oircumstances must be able to temporarily take
oommand of a battallon.

The march from Culoville to Vierville was tactlically correct
and the snap Judgment Sf the ocompeany commanders in adopting the
formation of company line with platoons in ocolumn turned out to
be the most expedlent formation for progress in the hedgerow
country.

The aoction at Beaumont warrants ocareful analysis. Colonel
Turner's decision to wse tank ertillery fire in blasting e way
through the hedgercws to the fronf was commendable with one ex-
coeption. He should not have gone himself, His death changed a
"confident aggressive battalion into an indeclslve and hesltant one.
He had personal knowledge 0f the attlituds of hils company oommanders
toward his executive, and from his reluctance to vest responsibility
in this offiocer, it 1s probablyg that he too lacked conficenoce 1n him,
The Colonsl's death had one benefle¢lal result, for the company
officers ceased exposing themselves 1n their previous reckless mannsr
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The repeated ocepture and abandonment of the farm buildings
by "B" Compeny was a-definite tactical error. If the road net
had npt been as extensive as 1t was, the determination to con-
tinue attacking through this position oould be Jjustified. None
of the other roads were attemptéd.

In this same connection, 1t 1s difficult to imagline what
the new battallon commander had in mind when he initielly re-~
called "B" Company, for he knew then the situation to "A" Com-
pany's front. Hie indecisiveness in ordering either "A" or "G
Compénies toc explolt "B" Company's success, resulted in the loss
6f an opportunity to at least attempt the use of another road.

_ D" Compeny upon being attached was relatively fresh and wes near-
ly squal in strength to the battalion. It probably could have
taken over the farmhouse mission by 1fsalf, but instead was used
ee a base of fire.

The movement from Beaumont to the oroseroads south of 3t Come
du Mont at 2100 wes 1initlated after sundown, end the prospect of
arriving at Dead Men's Corner prior to dark was doubtful. However,
it 1is oonsidéred that thls declsion, tecticelly, was correot, for
the.Divisiqn mission,in part?waa the blocking of enemf reserves
from the south,and the speedy execution of this misslon was of
vital importance.

The weaknesses of tranamitting messages by word of mouth down
e column have repeatedly been demonstrated. The orders for the
movement of the tanks, machine guns, and bazookas to the head of
the oolumn, without specifying which were a violetlon of the |
principle of economy of foroe and poor message orlginating teoh~
nique. The resultent stripping of the weapons of the rear element
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left 1t vulnerable.

The message t0 pull_baok was not authoritatively 1ssued, yeot
it was acoepted and aoted upon by officers end men allke without
challenge. There is a slight possibility to excuse thils neglect
in thet the previous messages delivered in 1ike.fashion had re-
celved equeally prompt action.

The men of "Dﬁ Company and theé element of the Battaelion ar-
riving at the crossroed thet night, have frequently criticized the
order to glve up the ground that they had-captured, and feturn to
Beaumont. They seem to have felt that they were on the objectlve
in well prepared positions; that they hed redio contact with regi-
ment to direct artillery fire hed 1t been made avallable to them;
and that there was no loglcal reason for thelr abandoning the
ground that they had captured.

The lates? Information ﬁhich the reglmentel commander and the
assistent division cpmmander could congider, in arriving at the
declsion to recall the battalion, was that there was apparently
a strongly defended position extendling from the lnundated area
| east of Angoville au Plain due west to the main highway, through
whioh the battallion had penetrated. The eddltional tenks ank
artillery suppo:t made ayailable to the division waes t0 be 1lnte-
grated into a coordinatad attack to overrun this position.

- It would appedar that there was llttle gained in withdrawlng
the battalion,.for it was probably as sefe on the position as it
was penetrating thils same strongly defénded line agaln., However,
once it was wlthdrawn, the dedisioh to utilize the same battallan

the following morning ln the attack is questionable.
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The 24 Battallon, less "D" Company, had been in reserve since
the preceding morning end would have been g much more effective

striking force 1n the attack., It was glven a supporfing role in

the morning attack, probably because its commander had given such
e convineing story of the hardships encountered by his battalion
.1n moving through Vierville followling the 1lst Battalion. It seems
that when "C" Company dlasengaged, the enemy pursued the company
lnto Vierville, apparently more in hopes of escaping inland tham
bent on a vigorous attack. The fire which'thase.troopa put on the
24 Battelion moving through Vierville stopped it cold. Lt Colonel
Charles H Chese, the regimental executive officer, ceme upon the
bettalion and found little effort bsing mde to drive back the
enemy, wheresupon, as he states, he moved around end found a few
"~ people which he sent out to the flanks to do something about this
mat ter and shartly thereafter the enemy fire céased; and the eneny
commenced to surrender. Over a hundred prisoners were taken by the
- 24 Battalion, whioch was & convincling ergument to presgent as to the
-fatigué of that battalion,

In revuttal of this, the 1lst Battalion had few priscnera to
show., Its @action in moving through Beaumont wes not lmpressive
as 1t was time ocnsuming and little ground was galned; so it could
.be concluded that 1t had hot attacked with much vigor. Perhaps
the reason for giving it an attack mission was that the extreme
fatigue of the battelion was not realized, and it was being offer-
ed.an opportunify to distinguish itself.

_ It wee & most ineffective striking force in the morning at-
tack. As has been related, it had not had time to reorgahize
since 1ts reocall from Dead Men's Corner. The men and 6ffioera
were B0 fatigued thaf they were ineoherent and unintelligible,
and moved like automatons, The battalion as such did nothing note-

worthy in the attack on St Come du Mont and Dead Man's Corner,



although a few individuals acoldently bveceme involved in the
fighting for possession of the-higﬁ ground above the highway cut.
The 24 Battalion prabably could have selzed the town and assisted
in the holding of the crossroad with much greater dispatcoh, there-
fore the décision t0 commit an exheusted battalion in p:eferenoe'
to & fresh battalion 1s considered to be unjustifiaeble,

The 1ssuénce of the attack o:der g0 late at night 1s eppar-
ently cuétomary and necessary. In this instence, it precluded.the
posaibility of any kind of reconnalesance, and did not permit the
battelion to properly reorganize. - The oonfusior in determining
who was responsible for the seizure of Dead Men's Corner indidates‘
the possibility that the attack order la ckedclarity. Perhaps the
order was clearly given but not undérst@od. The absence of.a
written record of the order preclﬁdes the clarification of this
point, and indicates the desi;ability of 1issuing written orders
down.to battalion level, end in time to permit coordinetion between
adjacent commanders, clarificetion of questionable points, and
lssuance of detailed orders‘to the lowest echelon.

In retrospect, one faotor importent to troop morale wes ne-
gleoted during this period. That 1s information of the genersal
situation. The first knowledge conocerning the success of failure

of the seaborne troops was received the day f&llowing the fell of
St Come du Mont from & French women who hed e redio report that
the British had gotten ashore on their beaches, and that Ameriocan
forces were 1anding on what had been designated Omehe and Uteh |
beeach.

Informetion of this nﬁture would have been of unestimeble

morale value to the tired troops the preceding day. Aslde from
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the few tanks they had seen, they felt thet they were flghting
the war by themselves. Over half of thelr comrgdes were absent
elther as jump or battle casualtles, or haed falled to assemble
after the drop. An enocoureging word of friendly progress when
K retions were being peassed out, would here done much to erass
the prevalent feeling of loneliness.

A graphic summary of the operation of the 1lst Bettalion,
506th Parachute Infantry, from 6-8 June 1944, is appended.

LESSONS
1. The best defense egeinet eirborne assault 1s a vigor-
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ous atteck%ZI(the eirborne pereonnel on thelr drop zone prior
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to the tlme they can unlimber their equipmsnt aend aessemble.

e 8. The adventagee of knowledge of tne terrain are, lost
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to the defender who fai;pngwpmp;px,vxgorouﬁ,connterattecks in

BT A
o S

his erea of penetration.
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(" 3. The employment of a;;porneptronnﬁ 1n rear.of .8 bsach-
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head edde 1mm3gt3§%Mggpth end provides‘security for a landing .

operetion.

4, In combined 0peratione, a8 in ground opsrations, the
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commander ‘mysy proyide. for. the. wg;et Ain sound alternete plans.
5. ‘Alrborne Operations emphaeize the need for tectical

ell ranks, for every officer is 8 potentiel squad
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proficiency”id

o

leeder or bettelion commander, whether or not his speclalty 1s
in supply, administretion, or command. |

6. Good guelity eirphotos and terrein models, and liberel

Ay e A L g T e

time for their study, are the ‘best subetitutes for a reconnelssanage
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7. A complete and thorough pre-operationel orientetion is
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essentlal to the success of an airborne mission.
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8. Treaining muet be a8 rigorous and realietic as combet.
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9. &peed and not secrecy may freqnently be the criterie
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for aaeembly efter a night Jump.
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10. The proper dootrine for defense against ai:borne attaok
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is klll immediately or be destroyed piecemeal.
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11. Every unit must have a plan for containing and destroy-
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ing airborne personnel landing in its vicinity, and for moving
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elsewhere to reinforce ancther unit. -

12. The individusal perachutigt mupt.be-lu.auperior physical
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condition to sustein the rigors of prolonged unsupported combat
N,

carrying a great supply load.
13, Hvery commander owes 1t _to his. uuit to.gelegt and train

i
a competent replacement for himself, and that replacement must be
| v ; WXL A4 340 st :

. glven an opportunity to demonstrate his-profici?ncy to the unit,
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1%, The tank_dnfantry team is the best wégpon for attack in

hedgerow country.
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15, Gareful study must be given to the terrain in planning
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every operation.

16. Resupply problems are a phase of traip;n”jwbiggﬁgggzung
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emphasized realisticelly by practioal field problem in addition
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to classroom study.

17. The lives of troops and the successyg;xtne Qperation must

A
O X R

not be eldangareﬂzgyl Hﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁlggmﬂﬂtﬁﬂfhﬂ3hﬂﬂ5$ﬁdﬂuQ;tﬁwWhBn fresh
units are avallsble.

18. 4An informed soldier is.a.Rekber oambatescldier.
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19, The poor tectliecs in needlessly relinquishing ground once
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captured is harmful to morale‘
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20, To be effective orders must beclear and timely
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2l. In assigning airborne missions, objeotives within the

st

capabilities of & company or a battalion must be assigned %o bat-.
talions or regiments respeotively to insure the availability of
suffioient force to accomplish the mission; +thils practice was un-

wittingly put into effect in the Normandy Cempaign when the eneny

defense wes overestimated.
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