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OPERATIONS OF THE "ROCK FORCE"
(503D RCT REINFORCED) IN THE RECAPTURE
OF CORREGIDOR ISLAND, 16 FEBRUARY - 8 MARCH 1945
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INTRODUCTION - S I

This monograph covers the operation of the "Rock Force"

- 4B803d RCT relnforced). in.the.recapturs.af. LLARRIIDOR - EETAND - ,mm“«m“va“mwv“w.gi

B B R et] o MU AT

16 February - 8 March 1945, durlng the LUZON CAMPAIGN.

Before continuing it is necessary to cover a few of the

B e Rt A LD S AL

_ma jor developmenfs thet. led up to ihls. opsration, -~~~ "~

S "
2% AL BT ARt 00 e UL SR -l - A i

On 20 October 1944 American troops of the Sixth US Army under

Biadevs Ll

General Krueger landed on the east coast of LEYTE ISLAND in the
PHILIPPINES. (See Map A) (1)

””“W“'f”'” Dﬁfiﬁg théMCIVsing day o 'th EfTE bampaign, American 7

forces again struck the Japs. This time in a sweep "around end"

General MacArthur sent two RCTig ashore unopposed in southern

MINDORO. (See liap A) (2) The purpose of this landing was air-
bases for the LUZON Operstion which was about to start.

1945 was days old when American I Corps and XIV Corps of the
Sixth Army waded asshore at LINGAYEN GULF. (See Map A) (3) The

~mission of the Sixth Army was to push up tha ceniral planes,

s ‘1kﬁﬂmmv"%hﬁ“§%pdﬁé§€”¥?33p"”“ &“beerate %ANILA. o ’

On 29 January, troaps of the XI CO”pS landed on the western

coast of LUZON near SUBIC BAY. (See Map A) (4) SUBIC BAX’had

co ,erins e Y . ety
P AT . i L

been a big UNITED STATES Naval baserprior to the war with Japan.

(l) A-1 Pe 71
(2) A-1, pe 75
(3) A"l’
(4) A-1,
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| XI Corps troops drove straight across BATAAN to seal off the

peninsula,

EUE MIEE. SR KIS R RS [ W 2 SRR o

Alrborne troops wers used on 31 January tc land amphibiocusly
in the BATANGAS area and to join up with the parachute slements
who jumped at TAGAYTAY RIDGE on 3 Pebruary. (See Map A) (5)

A NeB oy

Allied f@%ﬁ@g WeT'e now @l@@&n@ R w@wyaﬁzm@aummm,xhﬁ nnrnn ﬁ!mwgw el

S R TR

5 : west, and the southwest. (See Map A) It was only a matter of time

until MANILA would fall to the Sixth Army.
THE GENZRAL SITUATION

TS - . ... . S e wasres .
LS “3 ST WIVEAL AVeOAY S SN L e Y . R AR “ PR B . aal e I Voo ke vt e LAY L N L /e s SVANIV. fbel Lt Rl ¢ D

While troops were closing in on MthLA, plans were made to

D

open MANILA BAY, so that our forces could use the excellent
harbor facilities of the city as a base for the destruction of

B .. the remainder of the enemy on LUZON, and as a stepping stone for

further expansion in the PACIFIC.

The entrance to MANILA BAY, which 1is aboutltwelve miies

wide, is guarded by a string of four islands. These are:

Q
&)
=g
]
-
v
@]
facy

- ~ CORREGIDOR, CABALLO, FRATLE and CARABAO. ({Seo Ma
| which i1s four miles long and less than one and a quarter miles
R wide at 1ts widest point is the key to this defense. A ship

entering either the NORTH or SOUTH Channel must pass under the

"~wwmoa%ﬂw0f the Lawge“céilﬁre “COMYT DEIenS® gunis 1o¢atsd 6t the e

;;; island. In addition to these defenses, the channels were all ~€H_
E guarded wlth controlled mines that had their nerve center on g
= “OORRICIDOR, (6} Tuuws, Uhe reader can readily see that CORREGID®, ”E%
| the symbol of United States humiliation and dafeat sincs its full ;;
| in May 1942, must again fly the American flag before MANILA could g*
| be used as a port, i
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8ince CORREGIODR lies two and one-half miles off the southern

| tip of BATAAN, 1ts capture should logically fall to the XI Corps
E who was enpgaged at the time in faaling of BATAAY peninsula,
| The detail plan for the opening of MANILA BAY is embodied in

g 31xth Army Field Order No., 48 1ssued on 7 February 1945. 1In

i wMM;MH“MW‘shurt,Kit StatﬁﬂwhhatuSmrthm&mm§~ﬁM@@@@@@dMQ?M@hﬂ“N&WTW&H@‘%hﬁ““’”ﬂ"

E: Alrforce would s2lize the MARIVELRES BAY, CORREGIDOR Area by using
shore-to-shore and airborne operations would open MANILA BAY and
secure BATAAN peninsula. D-Day was announced as 12 February put

e mzmmmmm&wpmwnmw
glven this taske.

o MO AN PR

Intelligence estimates of the Sixth Army indiéated that of
the 235,000 enemy troops on LUZON (8) 12,410 were on CORREGTDOR
crmrmrrwnd BATAAN.  OFf these 3300 were combat troops, the remainder we;;MHRWW‘MMNH
service elements; Naval personnel and the remnants of other organi-
zations who had drifted down té BATAAN and CORREGIDOR. (9) The 2
combat efficiency of these'troaps was high. They fought feanatically é
from caves, bunkers, and well prepared foxholes, a3 a last resort M
reverted to their old familiar tactics of the "BANZAI" charge or §
committed HARI-EARI. (10) |
In the PHILIPPINES the months of January, Fobruarz, .end. . ...

BEER 0.t o 2 s i
|

Marcb Rl t“e dry season, while June, July and August are the wet
months. February is the ideal time for military operations, = @
During this month, a Commander may expact light brilef showers

;Qw - ¥1th a - wouthly average of only 48” In the early mornings a

T R DY T Vst e e

light mist will be present, hut it will burn ore by 0380, (11)

7) A.b, p. ‘“
| 8; A= Q, p. 11
9 .A » Annax Neo, 1}
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| ‘I'n- prevginng winda at this season are trm the Mwh and North- g
east et about 15-20 miles per hour. %
; The logistical support of the 31xth Army wes sxcellsnt, g
| %ith %ho rall of CLONGATC Naval Base, bthe Xi Corps had a good g
harbor for supply and evacuation in its own area. (See Map B) (12) §
DISPOSITION AND PLAN OF THZ XI CORPS e i
7 The XI Corps plan for the WARTVELES. CCORRRETDOR ‘operation was :

simple and complets. The lst RCT (reinforced) would drive down
the east coast of BATAAN. Elements of the 38th Division would

21 ;“m”"' emibark at SUBIC BAY, proceed dewn the wasb.canst a@WwBAE&ALMMa,L@ﬁ '

southern tir where they would make an amphiblous landing at

MARIVELES. (See Map B) (13) MARIVELES will be remembered as

the starting point for the infamous "death march® in 1942, The |
w. ob ject. of the MABTVELES . landing was tnwpockﬁz“tha.J@p&«aﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬂﬁﬁw*d»
and to establish a base for the Corregidor show. (14) The 3rd
Battalicn, 34tn Infantry, 24th Civision accompanied the amphibious
force and was tc stage at MARIVELES for the shore-to-shore phase
of the assaul? on CORREZGIDUR. On D + 1 at 0830I the 503d RCT
would make an airborne assault on TOPSIDE CORRZGIDOR. At 1030I
the 3rd Battalion 34th reinforced would land amphibiously on SAN
JOSE beach at the foot of MALINTA HILL, CORRWGIDOR. The XI Corps

éw - announced zhafwseve?al bniefings ﬁ@ula be neld Wﬁbre ail plans

would be coordlnated, and final details laid on. These meetings

would include all three of the paruicipating services. The date

end _time would be announced. These briefings spawned the spirit

that caused the CORREGIDOR operation to be called "Operation
Coordination.™ (15)

(12) A-1, p. 75
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| THE SI SITUATION OF THE 503D RCT

‘ .
| i gince this monograph covers &n unususl operetion, it 1=
| t
| ?
a ‘necessary Lo vary alishtly from the normal in telling this story.

The 462nd Parachute Field Artillery and the 16l1st Airborne

et AR TS B GEIVENL G {0 A AR AN B BN RE RN oo

ot g R A, it g

Engineer Company had jolned the 503 Parachute Regiment at the

| h; close of the NO&MFU@% opersaiion kw VY GFENEA - The newly. gxeangﬁm“wwwﬂ;w |
" RCT had gone into LEYTE as 8ixth Army Reserve and had staged

. for the MINDORO landings which were completed on 15 December,

Ny
.. o ‘1944, (3es iiap h& (16) The RCT mset- 1itsls opposlition. ak. MINDOBO -

~so the unit as o whole had not been battle tested.
“ At the cloge of the MINDORO operation, during which time the
v f. RCT had seen scme of the hottest alr battles of the pacific, and : é
uﬁwmhmd,baen on the receiving end of a 3 hour shelling by the Japanese %
Navy, (17) the 505d pullt a tent ‘camp and began to conduct smell AR

e e B LT S S |y e ke L . R )
PR O R NS TR i b o PRI B T e VA e w1

TR éﬁ
| ©“»  unit tralning. Replacements were received from the Parachute 2
J BN V =
| - 8chool at Fort Benning. Equipment and supplies were brought uv %
W
- to RCT standards. A few key offlcers wero shifted to equalize g
" o -
gi”,ﬂ the number of experienced personnel in each Battalion. Several %
) vt 2
f;6%§ outstanding NCO's were tended direct commissions and transferred §
1 s g
| . to another Battallion within the Regiment. Officers and Non- .
I g ‘?
E 7 commissioned officers schools wero ol cnduacted.  These. schools R
i ~  covered the RCT SOF, Jumpmaster training, lepdership; srtillery .
| forward observer methods, capsbilities and limitatlons of the
. Engineer equipment. ;
| The smell unit traininz 1ncluaea the mng¢near ‘assault tesm, TV
ways and means of tieing in the 50 calibre machine guns in the §
. f
: |
| %
= s ‘% ; Personal lknowledge G P
= > ’?ﬁéﬁll mowleage L IO R S
T g e m,.vm‘}" ol TR e SR T - ' ' ' T
’ R 3
|  5§7~; Q,gwfﬂﬁuklf o 1»';fu:‘ |
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;
‘  l"‘lald Art&llar-y Rattal ion, slse the nea of ths 75 tack jz
-~ Howitzer as e direct fire weapon. Every weapon in the RCT was §
%fiﬁéd Oy uii personnel in the command including cooks and clerks, %
;All replacements were given additional jump training to bring E,
‘ them up todate on the SOP for jumping with eo?%pm?gfr“uil u§§«~wMMJ
g all of the above training, initiative on Ehéhpart of the platoon

]

|

AW m)ni v

and squad leaders was emphasized.

It was at this time that the unit was blessed with the

N

- ; assignment of an Americgﬂw{gpanese 1nternre§qx&mwmh@ Innﬂ” 1&3noAA“mm::g;;uﬂ

Sectlon already contained three Filipinos, who had been qualified
as parachutist whille on NOEMFOCR. {19)

The Red Cross activities were going full blast, movies were

ey v

R

o ) Lo g o

shown everywnlght%“Thaq”Hmng;F&w@”wcmurw-martiﬁlawwera-brdught“ﬁﬁ“"w”““ff“'“”
' todate, The KCT continued with the normal tough physical training
program, which 1s a never ending cycle in a parachute organization,

The morale was high, the esprit-de-corps was great. It was

e e 1 N AR o it s

L . at thls stage on the 3rd of February 1945, that the 5034 was
| | alerted for the probable mission of selzing NICHOLS WIKLD on
LUZON. (20) Preparations following the SOP were immedlately

started, these included checking and replacing combat equipment,

§

}uﬂ, ,MmMmaad~a$+awl p&@ﬁﬂ&ﬂg PpovuTiar o dTparacHite ropsrativn, HowevefwM'mmmm*?y;”4
| before too much could be done, the mission wag cancelled, U.S. E,
Troops were advancing too fast on NICHOLS FIELD., (21) |
| (18) Personal knowledge f
Personal knowledge |
A-10, Par, No, 4 |
A-10, Par. No. 4
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‘On & Fahruary, the HCT was sgnin alerted this time for the

)
~
!
!

£ misslon of selzing and sasuring CORRAGTNNR TAL {855 map D

(22) Again the big S0P wheel began To grina, a tremur Ui 9Acile-

ment ran through the RCT staff as hasty estimates of the situation

e R S RN R A6 SRR P S e R e

was made. Lyebrows were lifted as 1t did not take a detall

| A IR R T R Y VO ¥ P

reconna sQance to teil'that thié would be tcugh as a “K“ ration

. WA e S A Y A A S Ve AT B TR S sz B e g e e

to digest.

o L R O N L e A RO L PP PR L R VT ST S O B .ﬂqu’:ym,.g,\

CORREGIDOR is a formidable looking obstacle as it lies at

3 . R Bl Ty Lo
LTI e ke

the inlst. (See Map B) The heed, or the west end of the l1sland,

18 ¥mown as TOPSIDE, (Seas Mep C) It 1is a 500 foot plateau thsat

drops off abruptly into c¢lifts and ravines which run down to the
" efge wf the sea. This part of the 1island is 1955‘Fb93_215qoy
yards in diameter,. The narrow center part of'tﬁe 1sland 18 known -
as BOTTOMIIDZE, It 1is sbout 500 yards wide and rises to only 25
fest, On ths east and standing guard over Bottomside 1s steep
. - rugged LALINTA HILL s#hich rlses to over 400 feet, This hil],
which 1s over 800 yards long and 300 yards wide, covers a huge

tunnel which runs through its base from west to east., From

Malinta '1ll to the east is a narrow strip of land about 3,000 §
T Yaeds 10Ag, the hiighest polnt on this” ﬁ&?é“%lng"”ké£€ﬁ”i””1%o fée?“"m”ﬁw"w'
This strip also drops off into clifts and small ravines down to ;
the water's edge. There are indeed few level stretches on the
1sland and the whole massfis covered with ‘e heavy low tropical

| .. - R Ry I NSRRI s wh o R

growth. (25)

PR ey i
,..rv oMo v o R R

(22) A-10, Par. No. 4
' (23) A-3, Annex No. 1
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The terrain on CORREGIDOR lends ita self to tha development‘

F s mlinusl lapregunahls *ortesss, it was to thls point that the
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United States had worked for almost 40 years prior to the fall of

the 1sland to the Japs. American Engineers had built well. Great

[YREPIT R ATRCLE AW B L VXL L R SR

tunnels had been dug in srliq rock, p«wour'naga ;mes nad be%n

LR

‘reinforced concrete, underground storage plants

and elaborate observation posts had been bullt. Large and powerful

T multl<gun batteries had been installed on_ 108 181800 sk Dol or s g
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thase installations had been added an elaborate system of mutually
supporting pillboxes with weapons of all types and calibroes slted

to cover all approaches to Lhe few baaches on the 5sland. While

Yo WM Ve

j,uutba bawbardmenta of 1943 and the bombardment by the American Air-“

force in January 194 b

5 had destroyed some of the larger installations, §

L e RS LR e
3

it only added to the camouflage of the caves, bunkors, and rifle

Pits which are the main obstaclos of the Infantryman,

Photo interpretation revealed that the Japs Lad done little

to improve or develop the 1sland. The whole place was a mass of

splintered trees, tangled undergrowth, wrecked bulldings, bomb

eraters, pleces of steel, tin roofing,

o . * . L AR SV f¢
‘”“p%g“hpnkg'Qﬁ“cﬁm“v”t””“'ﬁamavﬁ‘W"m‘4MW”h€W tutifie 18, pT1Thoxes ¢

8 and’
weapons plts did show upo.

large overturned guns, and

The photo also showed that the landing
field on the eastern end of the island had not been used.,

22nd F.A. negiment (leaa l Battery). These troops were equipped

with 150 mm guns and totalegq sbout 500 men. The estimated enemy

strength on CORREGIDOR was 830 and wes nsidsred a minimum figure,

(26) Communications were 1n to Fort F"Qho, Drum, and ¢o Manils,

Land mines Woere reported from MORRISON POINT to ROCK POINT.
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(&) A=3, Annex Neo, )

T é‘;,!’“‘a)‘

AR PR wd




P
RRES T T IR E TR Y SR
e e P |
P TR U
: « BN R P S T T R T * YT TN AR T T 'y e 3
, L9 1 ;i‘ i 4 & "’“‘;»wﬁ:’\;"“m L e T ”‘*vg‘mg#’“g‘m)ﬁﬁ* L L ] o ‘ ‘
4 Ll TR Y A U » A : ‘
N i '!‘ MQ W&W ’," e ]
; : IR Tedd 3 ey it ;"I;"x'i.‘ ik A R ' ¥
. ?
rn g, E :
B £ ‘ o S A AP U ST Py
Come o LCHERG O - : ; S

(860 Map C) Guerrilla reports indicated that G@R&&GIDOR;wuu well
stocked with food and ammunition,

CCORDINATTOX | .
Befors gelng inte the plan of the "Roek Fopee! Communder, the

coordlnation prior teo the cperation must be briefly consldered, f
as 1t plays a big part in helping the Force Commander arrive at §
his finel plan. N MMWMW&HMMMN;M
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The same order that élerted fhe RCT also directed the

Commander, Colonel George M. Jones, to report to Sixth Army Head-
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held prior to and after the operation was underway. From the

beginning, these conferences were unique. There was a sentimentel

aspact about reteking the "ROCK," Evaryone waniled yo et in-on -

-fhe show and do what hs could, MhHiE spirit ran down the chain or

commend from General MacArthur to the rililemen, sallors, and

tall gunners on the alrcraft,

XI Corps arranged the detalls necessary for naval gunfirs

support and ccordinatod the employment of the BOZd RCT with the

Elghth Army, who would mount the RCT, and the Bth Alrforce who

would 1lift the unit, (27) Conferences were held at Sixth Ay on

6 February, at XI Corps on 7 February, and on the flagships of the

quarters, Here he wes to uttend one of the man M,wguxangawﬁh&r.nau~u~i

.. Commander gmnhgbimvxgamuupwzin@«an~ohw BLH VY Ve ebruary, Those ”Mu»g’fwMWW‘
attending the lest conference included Commanding Generel XI Corps, %f
Commanding General 54th Troop Carrier Wing, Commander Seventh (

;_ ,dwwAmphLblnu@mmw_ea, Cunaarnider Cruisers Seventh Fiééf;’aaﬁhandermu (”mwww%}
Amphiblous Group Nine, G-3 XI Corps, A-3 Fifth Alrforce, Commanding ﬁ
Officer of the "Rock Force," (5034 RCT Commander) Airborne Liaison g,
(27) A-5, p. 57
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He was able to point out on the terréin

model of the 1sland (furnished by 8ixth Army) exact locaticns of

installations and give a vivig plcture of

what they looked like
on the inside, (29)

" | There were present in the RC?, four enlisted men and two

officers who had been These ?

i

Photographs taken as late-ap

WE ¢ 1400, Y " %) J LI X DAY YY1 L‘,.*’q' PPV YO ATV IV YN W, ey
‘ S ST o AR, R P (AR )

’ LL XN
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3tudy and there wepe enough maps and aerlial photos fop every officer

and k;;;NCO in the "Rock Force, ™" (31)
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(28) Personal lmowledge
(29) Peraonzi Riiowiedge
(30) Personal knowledge !
| (31) Personal knowledge .
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: i ﬁffiear, 8ixth Army, and various stars officers assigned to the ;
; .Mé RoOvVe commands, Further coordination of haval and Far East Aipr- ?
E' g force was conductsq batwesn airforce and 8ir lalson cfficers of §
; the Mavy wi HIHDONC. Detaii plans for the air 117t wers wWorked § |
: § out with the 5034 Commanding Officer and Commanding Officep 317th §
Troop Carrier Group. The 317th was an olg friend of the 5034,
- eYIms consuned many kags of Australian baan togsther at PoRT ... ... §
.LMMW‘“:WlmmMOﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ“?n“19té”rgﬁﬁﬁmwﬁHSWESﬁﬂ;hdzﬁébefiég;;1317th was a personal
i | friend of the RCT Commander, (28)
| HWMM%JQPMG§ner@l,william_p,”marﬂuax WAS sont by General. i i
:::;;:i;:;;ﬁ§;£%%MWP”®H”WT§H“fhe"unit godE luck andyﬁo help out in the briefing,
i | Gensral Marquat was stafr adviser on Coast Artillsry mattef%hnd
had been stationed on CORREGIDOR during 1942, leaving the Islangd ;
‘*“““““”“m““with Gan@valeaaArthun.
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| An airborne assault usually follows a set pattern, the recon- 3
] £
| nalesanca, tha anfhanine un or hombing phase, the drop and the build %
ups In this operation, we f1nd the bcmbing and reconnalssance %
%ﬁ
going on at the same time. To minimlize the number of reconnals- 3
3
agance aircraft over the target, all commanders and their staff down §
T e emd Annindine, companies were allowed to” go dne ¢ regular nembing me
M e e a1 ey e - e e e b némm .
mission over the Island, or on another mission that would take
| them nsar enouph to the Island to see it. Pilots from the Troop
| Carrier units who were to fly the paratroopers also went alofig on
;r it AL SO ST R U I B0 Nt D e T et L » - - o WS LAY U S 25
these bomb na missions, some flyling as co-pilot. 32y '
The 317th Group flew into MINDORO and set up & temporery base. 8
& The Staff of the 51 %h~almGat~liwed~w&hhw@h&wﬂ@adquart@nauafwthe,VWWWJ@@,Mﬁ._

l 4

}-' v D R . 12" 2 X
i

i

i

|

® L, .

..ment, and the &th

LA P

503d RCT. Dally conferences were held.s TC pilots who had not

flown paratroopsra were glven additional training. They were also

brought up to date regarding the 30F for Jumpmaster pilot coordl-

nation during the jump. (33)

Stafl Orfficers [rom Lie KCT contacted naval liaison officers

on MINDORO, and were oriented as to the capabilities and procedure

for naval gunfire during the coming operation, Arrangeunents were

made to have PT boate atand by during the drop to plck up troope

ém’mj rf“'ﬁmx?’?ﬁi:amm ‘.'I“sumrz oo tm"yw ~"m..rwwe;rwwvm:;.a;ha.w....,;.....ﬂ.,,. .

air 1ift was also laid One (34)

Our communications personnel contacted the 592 JASCO Detach=

Alr Supvort. Party te fis up.communicatlons. .I&.. . ..

was through iness e best supnort ever given

(35)

en Infentrymun in combabt, was

soordination in this
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monograph to show the great number of personal contacts.
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contacts were made so that ssch Commandsr would know sxaotly what

was axpected of him, He would also Know enough asbout the othep

Service or Unit so that Plans could ve changed easily,

R e MITH NANT TAm~= ST ke d e wd ey ! Do LT
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Before going into the plan of the Commander, comsideration must °

be glven to the toois that were avallable for the Jobe The

T s RN | RIS U B e g

follewing llst is the order. Qf.Refrle of. £he PRock Furve ot - {agy - o o g
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Ground Troops 2062

(1) 503d ReT

‘8. 503d Pa¥dchute Regiment ~ | S

m mébaw@@ﬁﬁwmw*avnuv@“Wf@:ﬁ“ﬁ“%iiﬁ3?§mBhttalion . h ] §

ce 161 Airborne Engineer Company

(2) 3d Battalion, 34tn Infantry Reint'orced by: 1598 " . 1

, P U e
e bty dy YW 4
b oy e bus 3]

/ EPRTRTR RE l
f

&+ 3d Platoon AT Company 34th Infantry
b. 3d Platoon Cannon Company 34th Infantry

(3) 24 Bettalion, 151 Infantry (relieved 34 Bn, 34th Inf)
(4) Eighteenth Portable Surgical Hospital (reinforced)
’_(5) 174 Ordnence Service Detac chment {Bomb Dlisposal)
(6) Detachment 592 EB & 8R
(7) Detachment 98th Signal Battalion‘
(8) Detachment 1st Platoon, 6034 Tank Company :
B~ R ersement-set- gigug e - o e

(10) Datachment 6th ASP

Neval Forces

n (1) Detachment Task Force 7843

N L . SRR L LN A
Ar WA w Avw o gy P‘wyr’ia(‘v,q"“.h.’u e e 8L ¥
s bl e ha : oy

Alr Worcas | LR
(1) Elements of Fifth Kirforce . .
(2) 317th TC Group

Total for "Rock Force® D + i

- (36) A-10 | -
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The 5034 Parachute Regiment was organized into three

 Battn]ions, a Regimental Headquarters Company. and a Service

Compeny., Warh Rattalion contaeined & Hesadguartars Company in
which was found the communications platoon, the 81 mortar platoon

of 4 mortars, and a light machine gun platoon of 12 guns. The

T/Q strenpfh of the parachute rifle comnany was eight officers

oo g A8 e Vi bt abe 9000 KR, A p‘ Sl *
A

‘and 119 E, M.‘ There were & rifle platoons of’ 6 squads each, and

a8 weapons platoon with 3 60mm mortar squads in each company.

’

‘There were three Iitter companies in esch battellon. .Thie . oo

. b o ne e OESR A ZAL OO RS DAk ACL00AI 0. Lo Lha. 20 then. o .effaske. but

b w v haermast, B
R . o 0.

the Regiment had found thls orpganization more effective and had

been using it for over fifteen months. Regimental Headquarters

Servico Company contained the Parachute Maintensnce Platoon.

The plan for retaking CORRHEGIDOR falls into four nptegories,
The first 1=2¢: The preparation or softening up nrocess, FHFrom 23 |
January until 15 February, 3,128 tons of bombs fell on the
"WRoek." While this was not a lot of bombs compared to the other
theatres, when one considers the amall area into which they were

dropped, 1t was quite a saturation. Ndubetter way to 1llustrate

the sffectliveness of these bombingsg fhan to congider the anti-

aircraft fire received by our pianes on.the first run, Crewe.. . .. ..

reported that ack ack was intense. On the day of the parachute

drop, antiaircraft fire was light. (37) Another reason for

fhese bombinzs was to keep the enemy off TOPSIDE during the day-

light hours. Just bsfors ths jump, plans wsre mads to bomb and
strafe the 1sland, a bombing and strafing line was planned (See
Map D) so that strafing could go on BOTTOMSIDE during the drop.
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; 'Plans were made to have A-80s on stand-by with smoke, should g
1t Be needed, (38) §
| The next step in the plan is the alr movement. There are %

‘several factors that must be carefully considered, these are %
» ... the axrcraft§ ava‘lable, +h~ mumber of trocps that are to be §
F»mwwwwwwwwﬁwans T@@d,'uﬂw mOvemend - diﬁtaa@a £ o thm m&wsh&l ng aﬂenwbw B

the drop zone. Naturally the metenﬁlogical conditions at the |

" time must be considered. For the CORREGIDOR operation there

were avallable 56 G C=47 aircraftes The estimated flight time from
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MINDORO to the target was 1 hour and 15 minutes. The strength

of the RCT was approximately 3000 men with their equipment,
Thus we _sae the flighb plran doweleping a0 ~% < prnatgm&&ffa‘@1anWmmm'M”
1t 18 impractical to split battalion combat teams, (39)
The fcllowing ure excerpts from FO No 9, Hq 5034 RCT, dated
13 February, 1945 and explain the tactical plan ol the Commander,
(40)
(1)  The %d& Battalion, 5034 RCT with Battery A and
one (1) platoon of Battery D, 4624 F.A. Battalion and 34 Plavoon

181 Airborne Engineer Company attached will:
Drop on Fields ”A” end "B" (See Mgg D) at 08301

L dada il 1T Y S mmwnw.www-»mmﬂw K R PR T -nm-ulv P SO PP SN

and secure drop aref.,

(2) Upon being reliaved by the 2d Battalion, advance [
end selze the high ground approximatély 600 yards NE of the

(3) Support the amphibious landing of the 34 Battalion,
S4th Infantry by fire,
(4) Effect contact with 34 Battalion, 34th,
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E - The 24 Battalion with Battery B and one (1) platoon Battery
D, 4624 F.A. Battalion attached wills
(1} Drop on Flelds "A"™ and "B" at 121561 and relieve

the 3d Battalion from defense of the perimeter around the drop
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The lst Battalion with Battery c and one (1) ‘Platoon Battar f&gwm,fﬁmmW,

D 462d FeA., Battalion attached will: ' :
R 6 ) B 521 I W AN o I NV Te SR AL o R e TF e 12 14 v T

RCT Reserve,.

(2) Be prepared to exploit terrain south of the Drop

Zones,
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Reagimental Hoadqﬁartarn Gompany, ﬂervico Company, Battalion
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Headquarters, 4824 F,A.,, and the 181 Engineer Company (~) would

drop with the lst and 24 117t and perform normal duties of
administratior, communications, supply, flre direction, demoli=
tion and medical service, The Regimontal Executive officer

would come in with the 34 1ift on D t 2, Executive officers of

companies in the 24 and 3d 1ifts would Jump with the 1st 1ift, ‘
'mwm_mmm Lhat thay wonld ha. familisr.with. A00. 2L BB O~ nG Bt g P e '”“""'“‘ o ,':1"',_
Qperation of thein company when 1t arrived, (41) o B E |

The 34 Battalion, 34th Infantry would make an overwater move-

ment from MARIVELESE, and land on San Jose Beach (See Map D) on

by qu

e D40 A I0E0T, 20400 808 Rold-Mallita H111, arid make contact wim
the 5034 on Topside. The 3d came under command of ROCK Force

upon coming ashore, (42)
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In the plan for the aerial asszauli, one of the basic prin-
| cirles of alrhorre operations must be omitted, If cne looks et
| Fields "A" and "B", he can readily ses that these are the only

drop zones on TOPSIDE, and that they are only 1,050 feet and
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975 feet reapectively. From this 1t cen be 8seen that a variation
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fields, The plan for this was to have the aircraftvaplib up
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B . into two columns as they approsened the 1slend, They were to |
T T PR A R R B T TS YA W tE 25 nscond intervals

batwsen planess It wes sstimated that elght men could jump on
each pass., To pet the men on the field, the Jumpmaster must
consider the prevalling wind which 1in this case was & headwind
- - Blowihg 15220 M.P.H. .. The. gltituda. was. 650 Towl ™ WIELN THews ™ ™" """
factors in view, the Juwpmaster would have +o delay his jump
command over ths "gyo" point so fhat the headwind wouldn't blow
his men off the field, Flans were made for adjustment of alti-
tudes and jumping signals from the econtrol plune circling over

the formation., (43) ‘

In considering the gerial assault, we must keep in mind

N . _het the Japaness airforce was almost non-gxistient at.this-s! B o

. ﬁnQMW@,@3§m€1r0¢Ov¢r throvghons the flight, - - - - ”“““"”"“"“W"”“Tj”“”“””*

The logistical support for the operation was as follows:

Four days prior to D-Day, an advance element of three officers

and fifty men would be sent to Sen Marcelino with equirment that =~~~

would arrive by water., This detall would land at Mariveles

with elements of the 38th Division, When the beach on CORREGIDOR

wWas clear, they would land ang set up a rock force supply dump

on San Jose boach.
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All auppliaa urriving by water would be
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placed in this dump. Plans were also made for serial supply from

o L

the raesr bage at MINDORC. The suppllies would be placed in a

dump on topside. (44}

The overall plan of the rock force Commander emerges in four
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phases, and it is in theqe four phese sv*hat the‘ngrration wi;prgm _,waWWWUW;

».w:‘nam.l*‘ Al VB D O othaow

" oI A Lhdh Wt te wh e o o TR
g 1 waron am, Y IV L L B i, v s 7 AN by

] . Swins
TEEIR s ov .2 phories 0 e < R LT TR T LW IR R L s el

b o AT TR TR PR O PR

| covered. They are-w Phase I The Xérial Assault on Topside.
| Phase II, The Amphibious Assault. Phase III, Destruction of the

Enemy on Topside. Phase iv, Destructjnn of..the Enamy. Eu@* of S -

- Tl 3 AN, NSRs oo, WAL
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T T T (45) (Sce Map B

| FINAL PREPAKATION AND THZ ATRLIFT (See Map A) (46) é
On D-Day the 151st R.C.T. and.the 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry 14

y " ,’ .
i i i hben el ELIT e mes g e

wont ashorm ‘at MARIVALES as_planned.“,QQMM;ﬁ@QRQﬁWLﬁgmmmLmnaa“%wwwmmwﬂﬁgémw"“f;
preparations were belng made. Newsmen and photographers arrived, :
more brieflings of pllots and jump masters were held. Aircraft
wers parked, last minute maintenance performed, and numbers were
chalked on the planes., Parachutqs’and equipment bundles were
issued. All bundles wers rclled and checked for the last time.

Weapons were cleaned and olled. Ammunitlon was issued, each man

carrying two W-P grenades end two fragmentation grenades. Down
B e 0 the artlllery %”WimzarauMﬁmﬂma*&&n@é~mnﬁup&ea@dwf%uw“yer@ﬁ?atgﬁ” RSt *

- ' Additional informaticn was reéceived trom XI Corps,Headquarters.

Services for the faiths were available, with more than the usual
_numbers attending. . Letters ware.written-ard cavefully censereds -~ - K
| Tents were struek, rolled and turned into 3-4. Fiight Menifests
were made and turned into R.C.T. headquarters. The parking plan
o * '
and flight plan was 1ssued to the battalions and separate companies, g
i
according to SCOP, An extra canteen to aach man was 1ssued along
i
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with four meals of K-ration. Each Pletoon leader took his
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platoon to the briefing room, and using the tarrain mo

”~ e
ﬂov\del g“'s

f1 them tha big plcture, the company mission and the mission of the

platoeon. During the avening, captured Japanese f1lm of the

= surrender of CCRREGIDOR in 1942 was shown. The film showed the

| Japs maltreating American PWs and stomping the American flag into

{
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wiﬂwwmm"wﬁhm gmmund. Aftgw'mﬁking OPTIHTHe HIBATE SR FRR HYFRE ge- PG o mwe i s i s

] usual and eating a breskfast of 3082y ran cakes and syrup, the

first 1ift entrucked at 0600 and moved to EIMORE and HILL Air

. - 8trips. By 0700 hours all $voops werw anplensd . Tha.

took off,
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made up their formation and winged their way toward
CORREGIDOR. (47)

While the transports were closing on CORKEGIDOR, B-24s and

]
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‘ A-ZOs Were bomhing ard-styes g el L e Lan s " Thade alrcraft picked
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up light ack-ack, but immedlatel]

1y smothered 1t with mechine zun %

fire. One flight of A-20s were on stand by with smoke, ahould the

rock force commander call fop 1ts The Navy also closed in for
/

a faw brﬁadﬁQﬂ@m at the rock,
Veteran troope of the 3pd Battalion,

S4th Infantry was also
busy, loading on t

helr landing eraft and making ready for theipr
landing at 10301, (48)
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PHASE I,THE AZRIAL ASSAULT
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At 0825, 16th February,

troops at MARIVELES picked up tiny '
N specks apmthe aky and ail who were ot engazed with the Nips‘éE%‘thnMMbngQWM
?fthwwwwdown to watch one of the most snectacular shows of ths Pscific War, i
(47) Personal knowladge g
(48) Parsonal knowledge
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At 0830I, the control ship of the formation was over CORREGIDOR.
A-203 were making thelr last strafing run ovsr topside. A curtain
of dust hung over the whele 1sland. The transports approached the

12land in fwa coluaans s

L X ] L it

1= s

ol cxacily OB33L the green 1izht wsnt
o

on in the lead ship over '"B" Field. (See Map E) The first para-

trooper, Lieutenant Colonel Jochn Erickson, Battslion Commander
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|| or tne ra Battaiion, Gownted off four seconds and stesped imter T R
| thin alr. The rest of his stick followed at split second intervals,
Phase I had bepun. The chutes had hardly opened before the troops ;
’mnmamgwwﬂmmdﬁé%@ﬁﬁfamﬂQﬁgﬁ%&uﬂ&iﬁﬁuﬂﬁnmhaﬂﬁwwmQﬁxmxuﬁﬁﬁ@.%ﬁnﬂinﬂﬂa.th@? "M”é;;wﬂw;
would ever meslka, The eame actlion was taking place on"A"Field, |
By C250 the drop was complated and th» planes were MINDORO bound
for another load, (49)

AT

ot s gy was clear, visibility unlimited, while down on the |
rock amid the undarbrush; aplintered trees, wrecked bulld ings
bomh craters, Jupsnaese machine gun nests, caves and at the waters
odge, troups of the HCT were bepinning to assemble. It 1s during
this stape of the assault that alrborne troops are moat vulnerable.
Several troopers were blown over the cliffs and landed among the
Japannse defenders, It waa one of these groups, while fighting

ney i
thelr way to Towside,,met 'and killed the Japanese Commander of the !
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bud Vet »

e P captured several days later. It was at this stage Eﬁat prior \

training of service and administrative personnel, in close combat, -

came to the front. The rock forcs CP wes established 1n the N
hepwaeke on-tue north §1de of the parade g uﬁﬁé:' (See Map E) '”[

Communications, both radio and wire, were in to the 3rd Battalion,

(49) Personal knowledge
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who had formed a perimeter defesnse around Topside, running

generally along the 500 foot contour line. (See Map £) The

-l)*-'lq!?.:x'
Rezimental A%0 almiion

! W2Z 3185 86U up in the harracks. Medlical

personnel from 3rd Battallon, Regimental Headquarters, and

Artlllery were pooled, All these units used the sama facilitie-
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gince they were so close together. Caaualtiaamh@@mnwtmwpou@wiﬂTWMWWW“

mostly jump injuries. Regimental Headquarters and Service Company

had to furnish extra men to help the Medics carry litters and

reacover medicyl b un(i les MQ?SNPEM (1 m@hm @M@Mwﬁuﬁwmﬁrﬁwmﬂw"“w

VT 5 4, atmpn

i 9 turh
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augmentation, there were not enough men to do the Job right., Pew

medical records wore kopt during the Cirst few daya, It ips

better to halp & wounded man, than to have

Vo jinEssE W o b T TR R T Yy P e 3T R I L R KT SN T OP E

ump cauualtA@m ware not as hirh as had baan expected, It was
estimatod that 15/ of tha first 11£t weps

a rocord of a dead one,

casunltles. 1t was
sevaral days before an accurats figure war avallable, (60)

All during this time, the rock force CP was under smell arms

fire from both inside and outelds of the perimeter. Tha Commandoy

‘was thon handed another problem, the wind hnd increased to about

26 miles per hour by 101lt. The second 1ift due at 1230 might not

At 1100 hours the American Tleg was

s = e W =

, ba able to Jump, run up on

SUPRORPRI ¥ )7 T V=7 R V-S; V0" ROP W WY § TN INE RN RAG wnlper ire, At 1 ZZ;T'%ETMW T
8econd Battalion began to drop, the wind had dled down to about
ten miles per hour, They had plenty of other trouble thougl, the ;
Japs were now awake and as with the first 1ift, they jumped into

et R Ight WHCItairerat't fire wnich demaged somo planes and wounded a |

few personnel in the Planes. Experience in the first 11t hsed §
showed that 1t was betterp to delay six seconds aefter the go point, !
(80) A~10 Medicel Aanex S |
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As a result, only a few jumpsras drifted over the cliffs and into
the sva., Muwst of the men landed well up on Topside. The Jumpers

o oo A 4 - e p . &y N - 3---— MY e “on e -~
i bie wir came Qi J01 woie grounu fire than the first 1ii vy wnich

had caught the Japs completely by surprise. Our Small Arms fire

s s s SR | o RS

| silenced some of the Jap muns, but it was difficult to fire since
§ 0w troops wore landing mmon the Jevs. Sevaral men of the ssgend .. .. §
11ft landed shooting and some were killed befors they got out of
parachute harness. (51)
When the Second Bavtali®h ¥aported inte the CT Net,” €H3§MM‘HMWMUWWiMW; )
B relieve4 the 3rd'Battd”10n 63”??%??%53&&??3?7“%ETZE“TQ}?MLham Lree ‘;
to start tho congolicatlon of Topside. For the remalinder of the %
day, the 3rd Battalion fought as companiaa and platoons, Thair %
R .. .. RALPOLls sproad out lik%“thb”flﬂﬂhﬂﬂjbn your hands and with tﬁgﬂﬁoiEWJf'ﬁ -
of Naval punfire bogen to probe the Japanese posltionn,
I Company under Captain Joes Conway pushed s platoon out on
the knob aboul 700 yards southeast of BATTERY FUINT, (8ee Map E)
Hore thay found mome very fine Asfonnsive poslllons. Wiy thoe Jups )

S e T G gt
s thod e 5 v AR R kb QW&“ ;
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gavae up Lhense pdnibiona without a fight 1s known only to the

oriental mind, ( Compeny moved inte the old Americen AA empleces 7
¢
monta, 500 yardas west of the south dook, (Sne Map i) It was from ?

?‘
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by flre. Mty caliber machins puns ware set up ln the buildings
on the east slde of "B" field to help with this task, (Ses Map E)

While (¢ and H Companies were supporting the landing of bhe 54th,

~ voldm IRV 4

3rd Battalion Headquartera, R@gimantal Headquarters, and Service
Companles were mopping up 1inside perimeter on Topside. G Company
in their positions could place fire on the road from Bottomside i

to Topalde. (52)

(61) Personal knowlsdge
(52) A-8, p. 7
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E By 1100 hours part of the fleld artillery baﬁ%ar& was assembled

and reasdy to fire for the force, Tha only problems they had were

menesmanen # A & ,!

wand wn - penn VY %8 Ty 3 b * R b s .
!" sacuring tholr ammuniticn viwidles and {lring thcoir howitosrzs undsr

- i

sniper fire. During the day, their zuns were used as a direct fire

waapén, to sllsnce an enemy position, ¢or fire HZE into a cave or
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During the first lift, one of our planea carrying a demolition
section from Regimental Headquarters Company developed engine trouble,
‘and had to dropléut of formation while out at sea. A mossage frum - -
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the Command Ship of Lna second 1lif't informed the HKock Commander

that the plane had made land over LUZON end that the troops had
bailed out near SAN MARCELINO., It was later leernsd, that the
, troopa ware plekeod up, flawn back bo MIHDQHO, and came in with the

by Al

1st Battu11on.

R LN A

By 1600 hours, the Rock Fores Commander falt the situation
wag well In hand., He raquested permission for the third drop to
be cancelled, Ileo racommended that XI Corps mrrange for the planes
to fly over COMREMIDOR, drmp thelr bundles on "A" "leld, lund at
BAN MARCELINO, (Baes ng__)rnnd cémé\in by landing craft on SAN

JOBLE beachs 7This plan woulh sive Colonel Jones one lattalion §
/
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i' on a parachule drop, Thae XI Corps Commander corscurred with

recommendation, and made the necessary arrangements for the change

in plana. L
B 7 At 1700 hours the 3rd Battaiion, less G and H Companies,
pulled back into the perimeter on Topsida. Machine guns wers put

inte position, positicns checked, artillsry and mortars reglstered,
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and coordination had bheen made for destroyers to fire star shells
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during the night tor illumination. At tnis stage, he whou conlroli

Topside, controlled CORREGIDOR.

e e B | 6 i R B BB SE MR

Rock Force Headquarters began to take on the look of all

[ v.cf”V‘.}._r”-. Chrew bgge s e w0 e JE

i A m W At o SR A VI S eNB R b

ﬁ” e e A R AL T P SRR TN ey ewEpt U IR d¥ske "and
chairs were found, one being carved teak wood, quite out of place

. put substantisl. Mapﬂ.werewup,onubmérdawand‘repmrta were coming

g . o iD.. The ulsce.es sbill under sporadfc small arms fire, DooumeRt® ... _§
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“taken from seven dead Japs near the barracks gave the lirst
1dentification of the enemy on the Island, They were membars of

a naval unit, sll were well fed 1nd aquipped. (54)
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Duriny the early pert of the eveninﬁ, 8 BrAll mewtlig weg oo gy

held to lay plana for the comlng of daylizht, It soems an though
daylipght was slways a scarce substance during this opoeratlion,

The plans weras simples Hach Battalion was gziven a sactor and told
to kill all of the Japs in 1t. Prom this meeting camo tho {irst
feirly accurete casuslty report for thmmﬁrop and for the subseguent

action. The reported figure of jump infuries wes 181, but more

» ware expected to come in for treatment when things quleted down
1 e Dlte  ihis proved To TRTITUY ) WY LIRT TN g mp“'a-mwkw-&wmwm»- £
‘ wore as rollows 3 KIA on jump dus to melfunctions of the parachute, |
2 KIA on striking obstacles on landing, KIA before they were out ;

¢f their harness 8, and injuries running from light to severa -
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203. Nine men were blown over the cliffs into the water and were

B picked up by PT boats. A total of 11%. (55) At this briefing

and all others called hy the Rock Force Commander, he followed

g (54) A-10 Intellizence Annex T T T TR
| - (56) 4-10 edice) Ragory; A-8, p. 16 S |
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| & set pattern. He merely gave each Battalion a mission; he thaen § ;
E asked the Battallon Commander what help he wanted to do the job, f |
{ It then bocame the Task Force Commanderts ich +5 coordinste ths § |
?‘j firepower and logistical support necessary to complete the Job. §,4 H
This method proved vary effective. At this meeting, a status of g
® ... Weapons wes rendared, Th:. Bl Pty B RO~ A e LGS R !
S | out of 9 dropped, 2 ware damaged on landing, and 2 more were under
such heavy enemy fire that they were unable to retrieve tham the b
R & & Y-k day. (Qﬁ)“ Seva£§£m2&~§2?t9?2wﬁnd ligbgwmgqgﬁpe_ggg@wmgnamwﬂwmmmmwn.
:lf“m' - d;;;;;gw::w;}f ting rocke cr othaer chstucles on landing. '”é
| Alratrikes were tead up for the 17th, and plens were made %
to cover all of Topside with fire while the 1st Babtalion (ora z
| e LAEE) was drosping thelr hundlee on “A4 e Wy e IUHTWMH‘IW%W
n Durdng the nichi, tha enemy wan seen moving about apparently |
trying to pet orpanized, They probed our perimoters all nioht,
and a faw rounds of mortar fire fell on cur position., Communle
catlon wires wero cut and man weps hit, The Modlics worked as
best they could, but movement at night 18 restricted,
PHASE 11, TIE AMPHIBIOUS ABSAULT 4
At 10201, the Zpd Battalion, 34th Infantry hit SAN JOSE beach |
R T T T e ety Mt
R ~erulsors, and destroyers, they crussed the beach under enemy fire
and lost several vehicles to enemy minss along the waters edge.
o One of “thege vehieles ﬂaﬂ@aiued'bhwwwu&&%'aqulpmeut“w%@h'whieh“”““*""W“T”“
| Rock Force was to communicate with XI Corps. When this information
E was sent to the Task Force Commander, it was not news. The 3rd !
| Battalicn, 503d supporting the landing by fire had sesn the §
incident and reported 1t to the Commander. The Battalion Commandarvl~é, |
| | !
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of the 34th called for Nal gunfire which silenced some of the 5

automatic fire his unit w getting while crossing the open beach,

§ The 34th then scaled the ) foot MALINTA HILL. By 1330 thia
‘ fine Hattalion was astridthe hill and had tha Ialand cut into

two parts. Much heavy cly-in flghtling was to take place for

e LI T

them to stay on MALINTA. art of their mission was accomplished. | )
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done., (Contact under fireis made with the #rd sattalion 503,

but 1t was to be late on ) 18th before the road to Topsido wA8
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could. Thay, too, were hing trouble w!lth prowlers, During the |
nimht, they had to drive ik an insane Bonzai charge, Home of
the Japn ware using mmw#dﬂf shot.mms captured from the

v .. Amsricans in 1042, Anuncermined numbpre of the enemis weo N

ohmervad mtu@mpting to mowant alonp the road north of MALINTA

HILL.(8068 Map 1) WMps waindled dewn on thom wiih unobserved

resulln. All 1n wll, thoworo Cew men who lept on CORKLGLDOR
during the nipht 16 fabpog, 1048, (m)

PUASIE 111, DUSTHUCTLION OF 1 iNigMY ON TOPSIDY

Daylipht of tho 17tk und the dead of both mides laying out

.in the open. When uhm‘ﬂummo up thiey hepgon to mmaf% g collost
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flims, Our dmed wore plek up, but, nojone worried ahout the Japs,
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The wounded were moved tonm aid station, K rations were eaten,
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n.nd noma of the lust cante of water wap Arund A 8410500 . et s
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settled over some sactionst the Island, while all hell broke lcose é

at others, as our patrols sountered the enemy, During the é
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night, the Japs had moved back intc the positions thet they had
been driven from the day before. It was now apparent thst each

roaltinn nececuriasd wenld have te be destroyed, and svery cave and

s haniid | SAEE & Bl a0 Ww

| pillbox =ealed off. B30 on the 17th was aet the pettern that

systematlicnlly destroyed the Nip on CORREGIDOR. (59)
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At 0830 the Zrd 11ft was over "A" field dropp1ng thelr oquip- |

o
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ment bunTLes, This 1Light Also came 1n'for pround fire From the |

enemy, Tha lst Battelion landad at SAN MARCELINO, (See Map B) were

truekad to BUNTC BAY (566 Map B), and via ﬁeatrnyera to SAN JOSE
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by heavy nautomatice and gniposr {lre which pinned the FEattallon on

tha banch until Nava) panflire gllenced 1t, After crosming the §

i

bowch md wrpantslog thoe Pattallon, 1t wng declded thet they po y
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1850 und 11, won setting deari,  (AB0)

fnardng the wmorndng, hoeavy Clehting took placs around Lhe Loe z

S S

house, WMOWMLAON FOLWI', and SHEAKWATER PUINT,  (3e0e Wep V')  Alre

i

slbeibon mapporbed the DBitkAEWATwH POTILE wttack and nitl the Japn [op

Lhe S44h north of MALLWIA HILLe 'The Mavy supported the screps

gg
I

@round MOMKLSON POLIY, HOCK POLNY, and DHGAKWATSIR FPOLNT durlng the
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art i1 Lory, wihileh supported Lhe wetion et BRARCHTLTURT POIN"s  The
results of the Liphting on the 17Lh widened the perimeter slightly.
(Boe Mup If")
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On the morninx or the lsth, the l1lst Battalion fought 1ts way
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to topwido., A hasty conference was called snd now Bettslion sectors

of responsibllity assigned. (3ee Map () Each patrol, platoon, or
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company had attached to 1t elements from the Knginoer Company or

from the Demolitlons Pletoon of Regimenthal Haadquavters Companye

Tne mathod ot attack throughout the ocampalpn ran pgenerally os :
;
described below, The Infantry would assault a position, kill all §
| of the Japs if they cou]d. Whﬁh thw anomy would hole uD In the memeQWM.WwMj
iL o Ak e e e

.. . numvroun coves, and hﬂndmmmw‘&hﬂyinﬁnntwyww@ulﬂ'wwwwr~%hu“$ﬂumuﬂﬁ&W”wwm'WWW“
\
| with fire while an inginasr or Demnlition Team would alther nsewl

}

! the cave with THT or burn them out with thmir PlammthrwWﬂrﬂ. It
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waa during this portfod, thet our aople 1) ,,Mm'h 134 Hm W75 P A lf..mb,immmww-mmww-w

wasg aflactlve and boacams populer throughout the rost of the

fishting. The high wind on the Jaland caused s heavy drart inp j%
pome ol tho covan which connegd the F?ﬁmﬁﬁhrnwmrn e bilow beek fnbe 5
“ 1,18 / 4 ! an ot iy Lowr o4 e Moo bt . o QMg o B ,u#;';’}'{/mmn/ ’
» s e gy U Lha opaoator, e mwlva Lhim prw ylam Lhmv juat, puvs L
| the wnomy position s gqulrt of napslm end pasoline untpnd bad,
A VY pronwyde war than thrown Tnto Lhe pondt ) en whﬂrh 1:n1tﬁd Liie
| napalm., Out coams the Jopn, somatimens on re, nnd wmu uub down
| by our wespons. On many ocenwlons when the ranistunce was Lipht,
our Infantry would drlve Lha Hips underpground and move orie  'The
ingineors Tollowlnr ¢lose behind would soel the position with é
| 4
| exnlosivan, und then piush on behind the Infuntery. By the 24 of |
PR R Rpp—— e R T PR L i L L e e ettt
| Fobruasry our Lroops hnd attncked and sealed 184 cnven and bunkers
- on Topside, (A1)

The asseult on the larger fortificstions such as Batteries

GEARY, HuARN, SWITH, WikBLER, ete. (Spa Map ¢) pruved’to be more " |
. . i
‘ of a pPoblem. These big gun positions were usually heavily

S

| defended., They were honeycombed with underground storage rooms,

- ﬁ

= powdsr bends and passages. To capturs oae ol Lhese positions,
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Platoons or companies were employed. The attack on one of the

1 larger positions wonlad go something like the deseription below,
IQ, The troons wonlg covar the amnlacemaent wilh fire. A 7h

howitzer wonuld be wheeled up and fire direct fire at the opening,

or at the steel door if it was olosed. dometime the Infantrymen

e . WOWLA. RA. 081104 op to help men “the howiszor, -

g
| PPN

LRI R SR P CRTTAVE P ANy )

?he Damulitions

- peopie would already have a 5 gallon GI can filled with gasoline

and napalm. To this esn they would have taped six or eight wp

grensdsn and two blooks of TH'! on each 9166. The whole contrap~

f T T T L WAE £1ed o one of the many ventilator ahafta on tor of the
position,

| ' A 2 second fuse wam seot which would go off and drop

the can into the positions PMifteen minutes lator, another fuao

o fwwnwwwuuld ¥0 ofi." Thi8 syastem proved holpful 1n oapturinp all of

. her
"
Ay

the large cofierete emplaéémenta. Battery Wheeler wae aapturea

three times before it finally stayed in our hends, (68)

The water problem was allevintod somewhat by the 1300 hour

supply drop on the 17th, 1250 gallons were dropped and most of

it was recovered. These supply planes flying in from MIX¥DORO

also brought rations, ammunition, and medical supplies. A

number of the Parachutes did not open and some of the precious

(o wn Rt Lt Kl iy T LR

the 18th, the road from Fottomsids to Topsidé wes open, but was

8still under scattered small asrms fire. Some supplies from San

Jose beach di4 arrive ou Topside, snd the wounded and dead were §
8Vacuated to San Jose heaah, Transportation was now available

for Topside. Up until the 18t4 1 only transportation on

: Topside wes onec of two Jeops whioh hed mads thg dash from

(68) Personal knowloedge
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Bottomside to Topside on the afterncon of the 17th. One of 3

A
these jeeps was badly dGamaged by enemy fire and was unservice- 3

;
ebile. The Portable Surgiecnl Hoszpitsl moved to Topride and §

i
began to function. All in all the operations of the 18th were ;
highly successful, Our wounded who had been lying on conorete :

wime ioe o w B PE RN Lhe. LéLh w&r@~@%&@¢nt@d DR auvmly axtuatiaa YAl e

1mproved

casualties for the day were 33 KIA, 75 WIA.

the enemy wae rapidly beinp destroyed on Topaide.
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our

Among ocasualtlies

being svacuatad ou the 18th, were *he two chaplains of the combat

—— el ) DOt B RaviHE b eon 1njured on the jump on the 16th.,

On the 19th bepinning at 0300 hours, the enemy launched his

old familiar BANZAI.
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About four hundred Japs stormed our posi-
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Hoavy hand to hand fighting took plsce, with the enemy enjoying

local successes.

the 2nd Battaslion CP.

groups which were successful in penetrating our perimeter, were

eliminated.

down near BREAXWATER POINT.

both sides.

This attack earried the Japs all the way to

At 0820 the Nips exploded a large ammunition dump

After the blast,

With the coming of daylight, the small

This explosion ceused casuslties on

approximately twenty Jsps formed
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hari-esri by holding gremsdes to theilr stomachﬁ

the day our troops

continused to assault

(63) During o |

caves and bunkers im the é |
BREAKWAT POINT area. Nine caves were attacked and sesled in w”éu |
. i ,
ths vicinity of the Iee house, snd nine more ground MORRISON §~ 3
‘ |
: |
POINT. (See Mep &) Eombing and ctrafing runs were mzds agalnst § i
. a
CAPE CORRWGTIDO The Wavy was &till mauiing lighi st night with 2
their star shelle, and giving fire support on call during the day, g
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“Oday resulted in 493 Japs KA,

and three Prisoners
Rerimental Hendquarterainatzfiaﬁ Chnt we weyia huve

wera tgken,

vo furnisn rogisiration bersonnel, Thig
ﬁ man away from his /0 Job at regiment,

8tation was working,
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means bulling a

The Red Crosgs comfort

‘8erving hpt;mcﬂfe@wtewmlﬁ~wh&”camé ity The | ]
) . R84 Oroge Pigld Dipsgtur ngd

”jumﬁgﬁhwifh“£heoombat team and hgg
in Vieinity of the aid station,
20th and List of February, the

8et up on the first day (64)
destruction
of the enemy on 7

m ”wwugkﬁlﬂﬂmwmn$wenvnweﬁwthﬂ“%'5ﬁTﬁ§"3f the 20th
| 4

itz the 8teff meeting, 1t weg losrned that oppm CORR
was free of the enemy, and that there

forces from wWHRRIER POINT to IBARCHLTAEM prpwy,
‘ s .M,/f“',',i""""'_ e 62‘." .

th&i&ht/eavem and tunnels
hour period,

All during tpe

EGIDOR

ABve MEY 6y T R
ed during the twenty four

‘were ses]

v 8 twelve
and fifty gallon Navy oube wasg get up on gg

*for the 8torage of water,

n Jose hengh

Two b1 dozers ang B rond 8craper

work on the MS3R,

and to bezin

"A" field. The Rook Porce
N 't o MW, m"a: ' TR
Commander requested that surrender loafiahs i  GOBPP 14 ari, g
L <o AR LA T LSt TR 1, ol POV I RO, M "‘"‘t"
A SWANIB WO gl 11 1 emacel T, 1. LR P! .4
] | o 2y e I, “ﬁl

ande XJ Corps took cure

at 2130 on the evening of
i . MALINTA TUNVEL, . Svory

» , ™ '_.__
Boigiss

O the isiand had been 8weating it
é3pecially the men of the

24th who

out,

Tt L

knew they were literally
The explosgion rooked ¢t

&nd was telt gg far away as Bataan snd Manila,

8itting on ¢ bowder keg,

he whole islang

The blast oauaed'

(84) Porsonal kmow)egge . ..

» daie R R T 2T WP
. L T UR" ]
gk o
, Varpbie
¥
‘! & ' V iy
. T LT
] . N ) v GGEA ‘ ."’k‘}'g. :ﬁ%‘ ¥ 'ﬁﬁ' x ' i
‘ . goomygpw Td gy R :
' . SRR S 8 S LR ’
| Eheirod L st W o e o g o ) ,
:

g B vin
A L AL
3 b Nt s g N b ot g’ et $Y ‘M
_— (O B ¥ , * S T g » »




‘ - PP R iy [ N a o ) k ) ‘i’
q | i |
; ,,. [ R Ry L 7 TR A L RN O PR 7 S L A X R e ] B PRI R L § o (R ¢ LI +
] .
r 4 il 1] ’ ) *
’ " NN e &WMMW muam» owmmmeMw LR BEOBIERIRE L ST Sl e S A Al A I St P pdaban il e e %, S
», . A ™ @ L B RV _‘ {,l P g ‘ . gk ‘ T n; A ( f':y",;l‘; AL P
! Cent ; ;iwfff‘mwmm s m -;wm P o 1”‘“““! oy DT S e R “ ‘ .‘ b ”!gh" ‘ ' -
K L - E
| 5
" SRRy T » » o i
| ) A ; s G TR SR SR B "SI W TSRO v & (I e gy : onad
' g T I R  R CUTEE H  ienes  B PISKE SR Voo §
| =
=
| 7
| landslides on Malintm Hill which buried some of ths doughbey z
f . . A ”‘b‘%
| from tne 34th. It was later learned [rom prisoners that the o
3 o
| explcesion caused a great number of casualbliss insids ths hunnol. =
g
' b
4 They stated the purpcse of blowing the tunnel was to destroy the 5
]
troops blocking the island, and to launch an attach which would ;
i? e e ns ‘*ﬂkﬁ”@W®m“@@wTopﬂidww Thﬁiﬂww ﬁnﬁ“Wéﬁ?”HaFwirc as the expxosion i
" . ‘. T R R R LT

|
Ben - gt s

|

e s WR e W W e ART e h VL e vk v s i g e i Wb b U W RO Y

was greater than they had expected. It not only killed a great

number of thelr $rocps, bub the ensu'ng landslids blocked the
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8088 was the very fine Rattalion Commander, Major Robert H,.
Woods. The Kattalion executive officer who was among those
noet wounded assumed oommand, (86)

Around 0300 hours, the enemy assembled s force of about
8ix hundred Just oast of INFANTRY POINT, end prepared to launch
T e oMREer-etiner., L MRroe Rrrired of tha g£iv hrurdred wore TILLEA. L Ll
when massed artillery fire fell on his assembly area. The

enamy 81117 1snnehed his counter-attsck but was unsuccessful,
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wourded with hims Mere theo onemy hegan to show even grexter
desporation, as mony attempted to evacuste the Island by swimming,
... . Bome of these wore taken prisoner; some were deatroyed by
gtrafing plunoe. - ” " T
On 26th of Februsry Rook Forse lost the 3rd kattalion, 34th
Infontry who departedl from the I8land for snother operation,
They were relinved by the Znd Kattalion, 161t Infantry of the
38th Diviosions. The 3rd Eettealion, %4th Infuntry hed %illed over
800 Jap#, holding Mnlinta Hill for ten days.
The let Battalion supported by two tanks continued to advance
down the tail of the Islond, 8Bince thic wes the first occpsion
‘wmunwhgﬁgéléroopc of‘tge éozrdhaéwamployed’the tankwIﬁfant;;”teﬁgj'N’Mwwwwwmm'
theoy oxperienced considersble 4ifficulty in tank Infantry
coordination. Advances on the 25th were preceded by air strikes
""" gnd artillery concentrations. Destroyers of the Navy were sitting
in the bay on & "Let us fire basis"., XKy the end of the day, our
troops were 2t 2 line running from CGAVALRY 20INT to MONKEY POINT.
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(See map H)

B e A
(66) A=-10
N " (LR bt REN] ,ﬁ‘ ."«-.l,'”ff\»f‘""vaA ?ii'ni“f""" R ‘“ ﬁ [ ”“

¢ O PP HA Drn. T 1 A b - . e [CETERRCT TR I R TR & e Bt e AR O S T o ey IR e L T

.oy W g A Fhr vy o w*% Qw - n" £y “‘ﬂ"'f?’ﬁ"x”lf'l“@ RERSNE 2K G T oy e gt ,w qr ST N o (N B L REL R NVl N oo W yd o ww




" wnmmdinp Wﬁﬁ»

b ki e e Tromn ulu Lot wiy “ord
| explosion, that stonos ¢
| the bny. The
Bottnlion and pot
didn't materinlizo.

noodod to ounre

More trensportntion waes called up

supporting the atteok wos orushed by a huge

JARR TR YT R

the destroyers weyr

The

woak . W e e o e

NN Y 2R IR T )

¢ ashore and helping with the injuried.

RN B (PRI ¥

S B TR TTIEY

EREE N B

B AN 2

IS B a S SR DOt I -
W AR AR U A VIR W . W

AN, RTINS P DU, Vo S

T AT Ao, 8 Wi AN oot

ButldlTone,

oll on thoe doutroyer 2000 yarde out in
Srd Battalion immedintely pushed throurh the 1et
net for the expeoted counter~nttanok which

Bvery aid man nnd dootor on the Ieland was

or the injuried and dying in the 1st Battoalion,

a8 the ambulaonce whioh wap

boulder. In 1/g

(68)

3rd Battalion pushed on down the island uunder socattered

resistence and reaohed the extreme east end at 1600 hours on 27

Pobruery., (69)
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is coordinatinn
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When the Rook Forace commander requestsd that his 1ist

Battalion bve brought in by water rather then by parachute,_he

was aware_of the iok it woml

hie
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to get the bullaiion on
change in plans, The G-4 of the XI Corps,
aware of tne 30P placed that system into effect in

his movement of the Battalion from Sap Maraceli
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ns Navy aware of the change in plans had LCVPs
waiting for the Battalion at the Beach,
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The Battalion was

»

fat

loaded on APDs and 1nndaﬂ ot CORRTIITOR ouiv "n

L OV, henra gftee
they had flown over the Island and dropped their bundiles,
(8ee Map B for distance)
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JUMP_CONTROL

Control during the Jump by the control ship engbled & great

number of troops to hit the small jump f10ld., It ig felt this

was one of the most important a8pects of the gir drop,
5, EMPLOYMENT OF AIRBORNE TROOPS

When one first looks at CORREGIDOR,

he invariebly wondgws. .
“where airborn"ww"

) trOOps could bve employed here,
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He finde no areas

a8 large as those prescribed in field msanuals for the dropping

of sirborne troops. If the Commander will take the calculated
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N rained troops witn the maximum degree of !
ocontrol, this type of operetion can be Buccessful. In thig type f
of operation, the commender must exploit the principle of sup~ f
Prise to the meximum degrse, § |
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6, SHORTAGE OF MEDICAL PTRSONNRL
Medionl persoonsl Of the combatl team worked &ay and night

for tha Pirat Pew daya of the orsration. They were asnement ad
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-] by as many men as could be spared from Hegimental Headquarters

e TR

i» and Servise Company. Maximum efficiency was gained by pooling

........

I
rwvwwww"*~w'&1* m@nxaax %éxﬁthh@lb"”hé Uedical Sectiscm &%ill eovld pot . keen... . | ]
ma AR N T A de e i, STt v

up w1th thelr work. Additional peraonnel are s must for future

operations where casualties will run high and means of evascuation

are doubtful.
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B o
s OQur troops, throughout the campaign, followed close upon the

heels of rolling barrages, or assaulted a position immedistely
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| the same system wes used, most of the time the napalm would still | j
be burning, snd the enemy would be canght Jjust amerging from his
cevee and tunnels. Often he would still be groggy and away from

f4 his gun positions.

u 8+ POSITION OF THE SUPPORT AND THE RESERVE DURING THE ATTACK

| During the atteck down the narrow esstern end of the Island, g

: the 3rd Battalion followed close behind the 1lst Battalion. All g
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- - and were taken eare of by the 3rd Battaiion and its engineers.
When the lst Battslion was so severely Jolted by the MONKEY POINT

explosion, the 3rd Easttalion Commander was so close he could see

B the disorganization in the isi babtiulicn s5s6tcr. IS was able teo “5““ ?
| immodintely push throughk snd nrepars Por ocounter-attack. Had the :
é snemy launohed a sounter-attack sfter the explosion, it is doubt- 5 :
| ful 17 it would have suocceoded, %
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9  INFANTRY TANK TBAM TRAINTNG

During the push down the sastern end of the I2land by the

lst and zrg Bettaliocns, the two tanks on the Telona wera ussd

extensively. During the Pirst days fighting, maximum efficiency

wag net gained in the employment of these wespons, This was due

to lack of prior training in thie type of wnxfexee A*ter the
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T e G S experienees,’the'Tank Infant

10. SPROIALISTS
Th

ry team began to ecliek.

e Japanese troops on Corregidor wers dlsposed to repel an
amphibious attacx from t

" type of asssult had cost them in 1942,

To 1llustrate the effectiveness of this defense, let us look st

Phase TI of the operation. The 54th 1enﬁed b13

s 'firo of one Battelion from TOpside on commanding ground, A
tremerdous rocket ang naval gunfire breparation preceded their
assault. Their casuslties were heavy in both men and equipment,
On the following dsy, when the 1st Battalion attempted to land on
the game beach, they were driven off, Destroyers had to come in

close to silence these guns covering the beach. There were now

on the 1sland to cover the landing of the 1st Battalion three

ba»tanion Jeombat tesmg.  The.lsh. Reti L4d-ie
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the beach 32 hours after the firg:

"€9

airborne troopvs had 1anded on

the Island. PFrom these faots, it can be a8sumed, that the casugle

ties for storming San Jose besoh without friendly troopa on Top~-

8ide, would have heen fan greatsr than ihe heavy inJuries
, récelved during the two airborne drops.
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Theirs was a good defense,
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LEISONS
é le All men in a parschute unit muset be trained te fight,

ek R HL B B Sl MIF R e

| employiug any weapon in the organization,
j ‘4% 2. Cloge coordination and cooperation featuring~§i§ personal
e
contact is necessary for a truly successful combined arms sssault.
Lo oo Be Enowledge of ‘tim Snppoxtlnd. Snd FEFACEESd DL Rends . an  onoee oo

? flexibility to an operation.

4, Oontrol, either in the sir or oa the ground, must be ~
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present durlng the dropplng of parschute troons and aquipment in

a8 restricted sres.

5S¢ Alrborne troops can be employed in seemingly impogsible @
areas if the troops are well trained, the drop controlled and
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6. Medical detachment,must have additional personnel assigned
for future operstions,
7. Attacking troops, should follow & rolling harrage or san
airstriks as olose &8 possible, to cateh the enemy before he can
reman his positions, and while he is still groggy.
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8. The support‘pf”reserve should follow closely behind the

Assault Unit to mop up and to he in a pcsi ion tc GXP%~¢0 gains
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or to be committed qu*ckly when needed.

9. Parschute troops should have training with tanks to per-

| feot Tank Infantry team work. i

} 10. By employing special troopas in the role they are trsined '% {
and equipped to perform, the overell casuslties for an operation ;
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i #

| will be less, % |
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