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OPERATIONS OP THE "ROCK FORCE" 
— <f2£ *STREINFORCED) IN THE RECAPTURE 
OP CORRSGIDOR ISLAND, 16 FEBRUARY - 8 MARCH 1945 

(LUZON CAMPAIGN) 
\Personal Experience of an Assistant. Regimental Operations Officer) 

ORIENTATION 

INTRODUCTION 

This monograph covers the operation of the "Rock Force" 

«*ti :MP-v«Jr*)r.ii*: • l» «i.- ' W * « <*«*•" *«"*M*^-«t «•••"<*.• ***'**'» 

16 February - 8 March 1945, during the LUZON CAMPAIGN. 

Before continuing it is necessary to cover a few of the 

m ^ o r d0V9l°P*&ettts that Xftd-up--.t̂ "-:ihla-.--0p̂ rat±onv ~ ——-'-• -

i(iiin>><'Mi t « « » M » > « « I V 

On 20 October 1944 American troops of the Sixth US Array under 

General Krueger landed on the east coast of LEYTE ISLAND in the 

PHILIPPINES. (See Map A) (1) 

forces again struck the Japs. This time in a sweep "around end" 

General MacArthur sent two RCT's ashore unopposed in southern 

MIND0R0.(See Map A) (2) The purpose of this landing was, air-

bases for the LUZON Operation which was about to start. 

1945 was days old when American I Corps and XIV Corps of the 

Sixth Army waded ashore at LINGAYEN GULF. (See Map A) (3) The 

mission of the Sixth Army was to push up the central planes, 

—<*e-srte*v>x -th©~̂ ap-a?i§ s'e-*Tr"6"op s" InS '^IblsraT^MMILTI 

On 29 January, troops of the XI Corps landed on the western 

coast of LUZON near SUBIC BAY. (See Map A) (4) SUBIC BAY had 

ISeen a big'WIT© STATES NavaTbase prior* to the^war with Japan. 

tttr^tm+ttxs* 
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jvr*•'•«j»'«r«*»*•*/ «-.m m i a 

(1) A - l , p» 71 
(2) A- l . p . 75 
(3) A- l , p . 75 
(4) A- l , p. 75 
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XI Corps troops drove straight across BATAAN to seal off the 

peninsula• 

Airborne troops were used on 31 January to land amphibiously 

In the BATANGAS area and to join up with the parachute elements 

who jumped at TAGAYTAY RIDGE on 3 February* (See Map A) (5) 

'Allied f"cnrewr*wer© now -ts: l&"l'R-'<£&*R sy- S worn,- i:fe^,..joo3?*th^ 

west, and the southwest* (See Map A) It was only a matter of time 

until MANILA would fall to the Sixth Army* 

THE GENERAL SITUATION 
• . . . • » » .» iv« w .»»>..? 4M-MOU* -»«»»«fc»̂ i»M»»»»)iwi>ii uiiii»i«r»i»M»iif«w».i.«»ij'Kii—».iuimiFan»>«nu-« 
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While troops were closing in on MANILA, plans were made to 

open MANILA BAY, so that our forces could use the excellent 

harbor facilities of the city as a base for the destruction of 

thf remainder of ^ a stepping stone for 

further expansion in the PACIFIC* 

The entrance to MANILA BAY, which is about twelve miles 

wide, is guarded by a string of four islands. These are: 

CQRRSGIDOR, CABALLO, FRAILE and GARABAO. (Sea Map 3} CORREGIDOR 

which is four miles long and less than one and a quarter miles 

wide at its widest point is the key to this defense. A ship 

entering either the NORTH or SOUTH Channel must pass under the 

•*».**- i V M l t t f •*ft~ 

.••w,»» »i.«Kim»iir 

•at'Sar"6BT iaoutir 'of* - the- I ar g r^eilrirWe'^^Bt" U » f ehgtT gtlff i Toe 

island. In addition to these defenses, the channels were all 

guarded with controlled mines that had their nerve center on 

©0RR3GIDOR. (6) Tm*9 the readdr can readily see that CORREGIDCR 

the symbol of United States humiliation and defeat since its fail 

in May 1942, must again fly the American flag before MANILA could 

be used as a port* 
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Since G0RR2GI0DR lies two and one-half miles off the southern 

tip of BATAAN, its capture should logically fall to the XI Corps 

who was engaged at the time in m H ^ of BA7.SAI-: peninsula. 

The detail plan for the opening of MANILA BAY ia embodied in 

Sixth Army Field Order No. 48 issued on 7 February 1945. in 

...,„.,.,„,..,.,„AB.$K,v.*.._i.£ flti*£^*Jd&t^.8&&tfo.~J&&f..gKtt'9&^^™&f-,^b&~ few-and -the '• ••• 

Alrforce would seize the MARIVELBS BAY, CORRSGIDOR Area by using 

shora-to-shore and airborne operations would open MANILA BAY and 

secure BATAAN peninsula. D-Day was announced as 12 February but 

~~«~_jg&£u JAtaa_̂ ,l3*«g*d~*«~as.-5!»fe,̂ .̂ aaPrp1, f-ĝ rr-̂ ap-a)-—<-T) xi C u i w wkfa 

given this task. 

Intelligence estimates of the Sixth Army indicated that of 

the 235,000 enemy troops on LUZON (8) 12,410 were on CORREGIDOR 

" ' ''*** B A T A A N' ° f fch*se 3 3 0 0 w ^ e combat troops; "the remainder w e r T " 

service elements; Naval personnel and the remnants of oth*r organi­

zations who had drifted down tc BATAAN and CORREGIDOH. (9) The 

combat efficiency of these'tro.pn was high. They fought fanatically 

from caves, bunkers, and well prepared foxholes, as a last resort 

reverted to their old familiar tactics of the "BANZAI- charge or 

committed HARI-CARI. (10) 

_„,.. In the P H I L I P ™ s the months. of Ammm.,]mw^...^~ 
March are the dry S8ason, while June, July and August are the wet 

months. February is the ideal time for military operations. 

During this month, a Commander may expect light brief showers 

- * U h *m0«™* * • * • « • of only 48». In the early mornings a 

light mist will be present, hat it will burn off by 0380. < U ) 

(7) A-6, p. 4W 
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jSj A-6, p. ix 
(9) km&9 
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the prevailing wlndi at thia season art trm the North and Worth-

east at about 15-20 miles per hour* 

The logistical support of the Sixth A m y was ®xctll#nfc» 

lith tfca rail of OLONGAFC Naval Baae, the XI Corps had a good 

harbor for supply and evacuation in its own area. (See Map B) (12) 

DISPOSITION AND PLAN OP THE XI CORPS 

fflS 

* *W««»*Wl|;lHf««***i.A-<., 

• ,»'• -W'«A ••IW.'ilM **.lVrf« . * «*•«*««>« e l * * *•-•«-•.«<•«.» 

The XI Corps plan for the MARTVELBS-CORRBGIDOR operation was 

simple and complete* The 1st RCT (reinforced) would drive down 

the east coast of BATAAN. Elements of the 38th Division would 

I 
IT"' 

»-*fc. .~-, 

.-a»anr*«**jt«*»>j» <•>< 

•y•»-">"..• ft.' .-.»*» "'--*.• 

southern tip where they would make an amphibious landing at 

MARIVELES. (See Map B) (13) MARIVELES will be remembered as 

the starting point for the infamous "death march" in 1942. The 

object,,^. Jfche, MARiy^JK.^^ci.t^^. ,wa& . feo.....pioc]i»t-.tiM&.. J^ps-^a^^Am--

and to establish a base for the Corregidor show. (14) The 3rd 

Battalion. 34th Infantry, 24th Division accompanied the amphibious 

force and was to stage at MARIVELES for the shore-to-shore phase 

of the assault on CORREGIDOR• On D • 1 at 08301 the 503d RCT 

would make an airborne assault on TOPSIDE CORREGIDOR. At 10301 

the 3rd Battalion 34th reinforced would land amphibiously on SAN 

JOSE beach at the foot of MALINTA HILL, CORREGIDOR. The XI Corps 

iymounced 4^t~~#^ be held, * wh£i*e all plans 

would be coordinated, and final details laid on. These meetings 

would include all three of the participating services. The date 

^L^ 6 w o u l d b e announced. These briefings spawned the spirit 

that caused the CORREGIDOR operation to be called "Operation 

Coordination." (15) 

' f r r i * . , .»^st«*ij»,;JJf'.'*» 
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(12) A- l , p. 75 
(13) A-9. P. 61 
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1 Since this monograph covers an « n w « l operation, it is 

,; „ M *. „«» .HffhMTfpflB the normal in telling this story. 

\ The 462nd Parachute Field Artillery and the 161st Airborne 

I Engineer Company had joined the 503 Parachute Regiment at the 

close of the ' N'OSffPtnfc operation - •tit*-lf3)!"<Q'&fflEA»' The neitlj.. ereASSft 

RCT had gone into LETTE as Sixth Army Reserve and had staged 

for the MINDORO landings which were completed on 15 December, 

!«•»*. iM<ma*mii*<#'b;.w' <*.»<• 

• " • * , . . , 

'•*w», 

*\, \ 
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1944. (See MSP A) (16) Ttaô RCT•••»•*• -14t*lft .©ppoiitlsn...AtJOTPORQ, 

so the unit as a whole had not been battle tested. 

v; '-."'• A t the close of the MINDORO operation, during which time the 
* •••' - ' a 

; RCT had seen some of the hottest air battles of the pacific, and 

.,,: JLjMwL.been on the receiving end of a 3 hour shelling by the Japanese 

Navy, (17) the 503d built a tent camp"and began to conduct small 

unit training. Replacements were received from the Parachute 

School at Port Banning. Equipment and supplies were brought ir> 

to RCT standards. A few key officers were shifted to equalize 

the number of experienced personnel in each Battalion. Several 

outstanding NCO's were tended direct commissions and transferred 

to another Battalion within the Regiment. Officers and Non-

. .commissioned officers schools wero conducted*. .These, schools 

covered the RCT SOP, Jumpmaster training, leadership; artillery 

forward observer methods, capabilities and limitations of the 

Engineer equipment. 

T h s smaii unit training included the Engineer assault team," 

ways and means of tieing in the 50 calibre machine guns in the 
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Wt*M Artillery Battalion, also tha tist of tha 75 taoK 

Howitzer aa a direct fire weapon. Every weapon in the ROf waa 

ti£*»a D^ all personnel in the command including cooica and clerks* 

# All replacements were given additional jump training to bring 

them up todate on the SOF for jumping with equipment* (IS) In 
V . -..'• V . . . , . V > . ..A-,-,. •' ..' '«.»'.-, •.##>. • • » . » . » < ' * " ' • . « • ' « . ' • . « ! > . » * »•••• # . . . • . . • . • - • . ,.-•».»••. 

all of the above training, initiative on the part of the platoon 

and squad leaders was emphasized. 

It was at this time that the unit was blessed with the 

'; assignment of an American Japanese interpreters ~33&a" T H t a i t t ^ A 

; Section already contained three Filipinos, who had been qualified 

i as parachutist while on NOSMFOCR. (19) 
j 

I The Red Cross activities were going full blast, movies were 

t.. 8ll.own e v e r y n3Sh1"-* ••T.h9...̂ Hang-.-PI.2*«i.n:--.cour%i' aMtrtlala-were brought1 'Up':"" 

: todate. The RCT continued with the normal tough physical training 

j program, which is a never ending cycle in a parachute organization. 

| The morale was high, the esprlt-de-corps was great. It was 

j at this stage on the 3rd of February 1945, that the 503d was 

I alerted for the probable mission of seizing NICHOLS FIELD on 

I LUZON. (20) Preparations following the SOP were immediately 

started, these included checking and replacing combat equipment, 

•••--.--.-And 4«ta«^^^^ 

before too much could be done, the mission was cancelled, U.S. 

Troops were advancing too fast on NICHOLS FIELD, (21) 

:*U*Mkf4«*Mfc*<?VK*« «Mu«» 

'* •»£',,'W""» .*."i| 

m 

*»»»»#• «»* } *. » >»«., 

(18) Personal knowledge 
(19) Personal knowledge 
(20) A-10, Par. No. 4 
(21) A-10, Par. No. 4 
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On 6 F#brttM*F, the ROT was « t l n alerted th i s time for the 
• ^ % 

i, if. ¥•- .* » V" 
.» " . /» 't In ! • .« /» . • v*V.«r • * * # ' • »«•*%• t , .«»V«'V« 

»»•*•••» unr'VlMfldOMHMf .f#W,.f»»» wl» 

mission of seisins ™* »*««r1.ns CORH^TWH TRLATO. (SasJS*£LB) 

(22) Again the big SO* wheel began to gmna, a trsmur or OAoit;6-

merit ran through the RCT staff as hasty estimates of the situation 

was made. Eyebrows were lifted as it did not take a detail 

reconnaissance to tell that this would be tough as a "K" ration 

to digest* 

C0RR3GID0R is a formidable looking obstacle asit lies at _ 

the inlet. (See Map B) The head, or the west end of the island, 

is known as TOPSIDE. (See Map C) It is a 500 foot plateau that | 

drops off abruptly into clifts and ravines which run down to the :; 

e«ge of the sea* This part of the island is less than 2,500 , ^ . ^ 

yards in diameter* The narrow center part of the island is known }IS\ 

as 80TT0M3I0E. It is about 500 yards wide and rises to only 25 v; 

tent. On the east and standing guard over Bottomslde is steep 

rugged MLIHT& HILL which rises to over 400 feet* This hilj, 

which Is over 800 yards long and 300 yards wide, covers a huge 

tunnel which runs through its base from west to east* From 

Malinta Hill to the east Is a narrow strip of land about 3,000 

',•"** 

Ufifi. 

it 

IP 

* * * * » iM **+* ,14 *«MSP**** ' *bmMiW#Mnmi.4iJV- ffrmf**", 

mt - •*#*'#. i • «• "»4m «• 

yards long, the highest point on tms harro?/ing sketch is 150 feet* 

This strip also drops off Into clifts and small ravines down to 

the waterfs edge# There are Indeed few level stretches on the 

island, and the whole mass is covered with a heavy low tropical 

growth. (23) 

(22) A-iO, Par. Ho. 4 
(23) A-3, Annex No. 1 
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The terrain on CORRBO-IDOR lends its self to th* development 

&t SUA *Litwsi iiapragrssb i a fortress. It was to this point that the 

United States had worked for almost 40 yoars prior to the fall of 

the island to the Japs. American Engineers had built well. Great 

tunnels had been dug 117 solid roefc,-^^ magasines had been"'" "" 

constructed of reinforced concrete, underground storage plants 

and elaborate observation posts had been built. Large and powerful 

these installations had been added an elaborate system of mutually 

supporting pillboxes with weapons of all types and calibres sited J 

to cover all approaches to the few beaches on the island. While ! 

the .tebwdnenta- of 19*2 and the bombardment by the American Air-

force in January 1945 had destroyed some of the larger installations, 

it only added to the camouflage of the caves, bunkers, and rifle 

pits which are the main obstacles of the Infantryman. 

Photo interpretation revealed that the j»ps had done little 

to improve or develop the island. The whole place was a mass of 

Wintered trees, tangled undergrowth, wrecked buildings, bomb 

craters, pieces of steel, tin roofing, large overturned guns, and 

MUmlttr'•*•*»'• 

<»'/* IM C "0" 

I *& +t* 

•v .. >.'vw/*y*. 

*•* • gf **•» mm •*. M \J \ o g ELilQ 

weapons pits did show up. The photo also showed that the landing 

field on the eastern end of the island had not been used. (25) j 

- ^ P ^ e d documents established the presence of the 3d Battalion, I 

22nd F.A. Heeiment (less 1 Battery). These troops were equipped~"'~~ 

with 150 mm guns and totaled about 500 men. The estimated enemy 

strength on CORHKHDOR was 850 and was considered a minimum figure. 

(26) Communications were in to Fort Hugh., arum, and to Manila. 

Land mines were reported from MORRISOW POINT to ROCK POINT. 

\m) A*3f Mnnm jfo« I. 
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( j e t Map o) ( t a t r r i l U mpm%§ i a d l e a t o i tha i dOHHWSDOIl wae w%ll 

stockad with food and assmusiitioa* 

COQHDXNATTnK 

Before going Into tha plan of t&e nna^ic w^n^n -
o *« F * « « VA t*u« itai*«c n « f c s ' wonariamjer, tubus 

coordination prior to the operation must be briefly considered, 

as it plays a big part in helping the Force Commander arrive at 

his final plan. 

~tfhT same'"orderthat alerted the' RCT also directed the 

Commander, Colonel George M. Jones, to report to Sixth Army Head-

fiykK ««•' /«»»*.., o v»- ,1* « ».»tll» .»*#1„41l.«#'•*»«»*• •!».. 

^uart^.3,- Hare he ̂  to attend one of the many brie^inBS jhw. '^^ 

>"*« ,</» */«*. 

held prior to and after the operation was underway. Prom the 

beginning, these conferences were unique. There was a sentimental 

aspect about retaking the "ROCK." Everyone wanUU &0 «*t in'w 
• ,,,th,0 show and do wh^f H^ 'v^nV^ ' -••mY-j -•••••'**•<-•••• ..•*.-*•• <• * 

an J ao what h* could. T M s spirit ran down the chain of 
command from General MacArth«T» +n <-i,« „4 n 

cx»A inacArTinur to the rli'lemen, sailors, and 
tall gunners on the aircraft. 

XI Corps arranged the details necessary for naval gunfir* ' 

support and coordinated the employment of the 603d RCT with the 

Eighth Army, who would mount the RCT, and the 6th Alrforce who 

would lift the unit. (87, Conferences were held at Sixth Army on 

'oltT'at XI corps on 7 Pebruary'and on the flag8hlps of th* 
.**./„*/-• ̂ ..,-?r»• J$SwM?irw*:-.flte«upt-JKM»^'''0jfi"'-t'hw'+'^i>h'',''idl" I ^ W u a ' r v "** T H '•"' ' " 
attending the last conference i n M » ^ n~ 

merence included Commanding General XI Corps, 
Commanding General 54th Troop Carrier W W P„ 

*̂  carrier wing, Commander Seventh 
•- .«.AMipfelh.iou. .j i*. .RcrceiA« • Gttff^iaAn/j^rt / **#*# ,4 -^^ . «. - '•-• • . — « , . . 

' i'0K'3"arJ<i^, Cruisers Seventh Fleet, Commander 
Amphibious Grour» Nir« r-^ •>" -

-up Nine, G-U ̂  oorps, A-3 Fifth Airforce, Commanding 
Officer of the "Rock Force " (PQVI nrr. n~~ * , 

' l 03d RCT Colander) Airborne Liaison 
(27) A-9, p . 57 
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j Officer, sixth Away, and various ataff o f f ^ . . . 
f u 0 a^axr officers aaslantd to the 

.-••; moove commands. Further P ^ ^ . 4.4 
I # * u r t h a r c o ^ d i n a t l o n of naval and Par Eaat Air-

1 force was conducted between alrforce and air H a l s . n ^ 

I " — ^ t a x x plana for the air i m .... „.._. . 

! out with the 503d Commanding Officer and Cfimma *< , 
i _ n * l c e r and Commanding Officer 317th 

Troop Carrier Group. The 317th was an «i„ , 4 
n w a s *" old friend of the 503d 

having consumed many kegs of Australian beer t o ^ t h ^ * »«, _ -^ **•**" u«»r together at PORT 

1943. The Commanding Officer, 317th was a personal 
friend of the RCT Commander. (28) 

• (• *'Wji.- >i>.j-<mt 

Major General William p u~~ 
• - w+fJ-*wa ft-Marquat was sent !fc 

>K, ««/-.>^,w-,t**i."<t«!l'W 

_ 11 IIMMT 1 r mwn-i—in—i-——--*"-—-«—•»—-»—-

'fV"t.: • • i - , J«>t , * i i M , 

•faatoWMffctr l*lfcn""tge""un7t * " T ™ " - - - - — L ' M i a t " — -
S°° 1 U C k &nd fco h e l P out in the brieflnzz 

General Marquat was staff adviser on Coast A r t m < 
ast A r t i - H s r y matter'and 

had been stationed on CORREGIDOR during 1942 i M V < ^ j., "8 J-y'i«i, leavin« the Island 
with Genewa-wftrATH-v.»» » 

A w-acArthur.. He was able to point «,,f « „ * * . . . 
model or *»,. 4 , , n t h e t e r i , a i n 
model of the is land (furnished by Sixth l m f f l 

l„„*. . i , ^ A ™ y ) e x f l c t loca t ions of 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s and p,±i»> a vAviA „4 *. 

Pic tu re of what they looked l i k e 
on the i n s i d e . (29) Q l l l c e 

o f f i c e r , * . h a a ,„„ s t a M o n e d ^ C O B H f f l 

m«n wore lnt,r**™.t.A , t h 0 " » • Th.i« 
. « « * t , l « « . d d l t l o n . 1 l „ f o ™ . t l o n brought to 

l i g h t . (30) 

7? 

% 

' Photographs taken,,as l a t« . &-7 w-is^^^r- , 

atudy and there were enough nums anrf . < , " 
J - n g n m a p s a n d a e ^ i a l photos for everv o f « - . « 

and ken-. NCO in 

, or - ..,-. .-w.. 

and keniNCO in the » R o c k P o r c e # M (31) 

J P Q J Jei,sonal knowledge 
29 Personal knowledga 
(30) Personal knowledge 
(31) Personal knowledge 
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*« airborne assault usually follows a set pattern, the recon-

_ , , . „ n P O th* anft-.««incf «.T> *>v bowbine Dhase, the drop and the build 

up. In this operation, we find the bombing and reconnaissance 

going on at the same time. To minimize the number of reconnais­

sance aircraft over the target, all commanders and their staff down 

mission over the Island, or on another mission that would take 

them near enough to the Island to see it. Pilots from the Troop 

Carrier units who were to" fly*the paratroopers also went along dn 
', ~. --^ * •»,~u<-,~~.~Mt.*+nu. •/^wmtM*wn*imh-*^**!iMm&*'Avutt 

these bombing missions, some flying as co-pilot, {id) 

The 317th Group flew Into MINDORO and set up a temporary base. 

The Staff of the 517th almost- lived vlvhr-fcheH8<M̂ u&rt?̂ «.„o.f .the ,..,.,,.„,... 

503d RCT. Daily conferences were held. TC pilots who had not 

flown paratroopers were given additional training. They were also 

brought up to date regarding the SOP for Jumpma3ter pilot coordi­

nation during the jump. (33) 

Staff Officers from the RCT contacted naval liaison officers 

on MINDORO, and were oriented as to the capabilities and procedure 

for naval gunfire during the coming operation. Arrangements were 

made to have PT boat* a.tand by during the drop to pick up troops 

air lift was also laid on# (34) 

Our communications personnel contacted the 592 JASCO Detach­

ment, ^ d Jbhe 6th Mv, Supn.Prt. Party tootle up .xvoroimt cation** Xfc 

was through thead people that some of the best support ever given 

an Infantryman in combat, ̂ as coordinated. (35) 

csely mentioned the coordination in this 

•>*Mr*ik*» ' > 4'0 *%¥***, .>i^.»«»>i,**/yjr< 

The author has purp< 

monograph to show the great number of personal contacts* These 

Sf) Perianal ta*awl#dg# 
§di re«?*oti*l %uoml**%m 
341 r»r*oa*l k&ovlddg* 
$S) 9*f*«m*l t*i**l*4f* 

<# " '" ? * * * . ' ' *>'ff" i »'# «-<«• 10- it 

«^H •- ' -lit <"%'» "' " ' C l f l j * * * ' 
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imp ^ 

ooaUet* were «•<!• .o th«t «*eh Oattwader wouifl know « Mtly what 

was expected of him. He would also know aaough about the other 

Service or Unit so that plans could be changed easily, 

"""""""""'" '"|M"" " " •" ..•••, v »*•"•.•>-* *>- v**»«:.ti«a»St;L?ia»» % S w w w Q j > jj j 

Before going into the plan of the Commander, coa.Mt*a*lon must 

be given to the tooJs that were available for the Job. The 

following list is the order of batfl« «f +•*«. »0 , n „ , 

Ground Troops 
F 2962 

(1) 503d RCT 

"•Bt 

i <«!»'* '" \ |M .'* * » * " * > . •<<> mi, 

mmt***Mmmwmmm*'mimmmiimtKtmA-**9* p-Mmm<m»nrnv,ti *lWWb*«X»«M» * » J l w , y W ^ i ^ l » m ^ * < l ^ . ' » « « » » ' M * W » »<WBw8 K m i U,'r*)«»HMII>»«v>JJM' 

i M»».Pi»•'•' >iiV*l+Jtti't"'-'<l 

n.-'tM*.. »<««>> ,,, yOWMyWHWHH^ V • * »t**w«t 

a. 503d"Farac1srte ReglmenS 

we*r x-a-rfft-.TOt© FrSTa Artillery Battalion 

c. 161 Airborne Engineer Company 

_fc.i.
22 3 d Bat*alion, 34th Infantry Reinforced by: 1599 "; " 

a. 3d Platoon AT Company 34th Infantry 

b. 3d Platoon Cannon Company 34th Infantry 

(3) 3d Battalion, 151 Infantry (relieved 3d Bn, 34th Inf) 

(4) Eighteenth Portable Surgical Hospital (reinforced) 

( 5 ) 1 7 4 0rdnance Service* Detachment (Bomb Disposal) 

(6) Detachment 592 EB & SR 

(7) Detachment 98th Signal Battalion 

O ) Detachment 1st Platoon, 603d Tank Company 

(10) Detachment 6th ASP 

Naval Forces 

(1) Detachment Task Force 78»3 

Air Forces 

(1) Elements of Fifth Alrforc* 

(2) 317th TC Group 

Total for wRock Force" D + 1 

- .I»M»M»«)»:. ' m w .» •« . • . ««..<» «. • m -V»IIII m m nr • ' /jx—*tm*m**mmmi*a -• * r >»»<•« 

L.> » j | < v » w j * t n i l . l n » " * . ^ , Mt.i i V^ r»> >,>!)• ,4 ^•<>>°V » ' • • - • • . «f. » • • . / - ! > I ' " M l * A f .V^.-

i , •", A' 

4*»»* */*-Af «'••+-

4660 

(36) A-10 

.-n».b t*J ><» * <^<<<w^Nl«^iiM!WiwaKi^ ^ 1 W ^ ^ ^ i r w ^ T : a w W B f * ' M * w ^ ^ ^ 
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The 503d Parachute Regiment was organised Into three 

Battalions, a Regimental Headquarters Company, and a Service 

Company* TCach Battalion contain«d a Headquarters nomp&ny in 

m 

•urn 

M » I » * W H , * m m ' : * • *.»*>.•/• *'• it."*" 

*+*».*»***»'•> •*..- .<««W«*MK«k 

which was found the communications platoon, the 81 mortar platoon § 

of 4 mortars, and a light machine gun platoon of 12 guns. The | 
f 

T/0 strength of the parachute rifle company was eight officers , 

arid T1S E#M• '"""* fHere were "S° rifle-' platoons of' 3 squads each, an'ST' 

a weapons platoon with 3 60mm mortar squads in each company. 

There were three letter. coiiipanl^ 

the Regiment had found this organization more effective and had 

been using it for over fifteen months• Regimental Headquarters 

U ^ W M l&tk* 

if, L> 

hgif 

-^<%imxc$.JaB,$»Ji. Demolition pl*at£̂ -f̂ v-;i&/;1,9fflaTO 

Service Company contained the Parachute Maintenance Platoon. 

The plan for retaking CORRKGIDOB falls Into four categories. 

The first 1st The preparation or softening up process. Prom 23 

January until 15 February, 3,128 tons of bombs fell on the 

"Rock." While this was not a lot of bombs compared to the other 

theatres, when one considers the small area into which they were 

up: 

y; 
/ 

dropped, it was quite a saturation. No better way to illustrate 

the effectiveness of these bombings than to consider the anti-
- ^yytmniMM^w<0n*4+*mmmm#* **»**»*++mfiM+*»*t*>»m> ** A**********»*******+*«. 

aircraft fire received by our planes on, the first run. Crews 
t 

reported that ack ack was intense. On the day of tl\e parachute |' 

drop, antiaircraft fire was light. (37) Another reason for 

these bombings was to keep the enemy off TOPSIDE during the day­

light hours. Just before the Jump, plans were made to bomb and 

strafe the island, a bombing and strafing line was planned (See 

jap D) so that strafing could go on BOTTOMSIDI during the drop. 
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flans were made to have A-80s on stanH-tif with smoke, *hml& 

It be needed* (35") 

The next s tep in the plan i s the a i r movement• There are 

severa l f ac to r s tha t must be ca re fu l ly considered, these are 

the a i r c r a f t * a v a i l a b l e , the number of troops t ha t are to be 

'•-to^Ans^pcT^eti. -vise' iftovwawmt"-dl*ta&*€£ fFoar^jfae•'ismrahalteg*' ^i^crHw^' *""•*•" 

•38? 
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the drop zone. Naturally the meteorological conditions at the 

time must be considered# For the CORRECIDOR operation there 

were available 56 C-47 aircraft* The estimated flight time from 

MINDORO to the target was 1 hour and 15 minutes* The strength 

of the RCT was approximately 3000 men with their equipment* 

Thus we s&e.. the f 1 Ifs&fc-plwi.••• jjhWFclcp-lng'-ac ̂ S-c &jMww*t o->MiPts -#4*ic.>M"-*~' 

it Is impractical to split battalion combat teams* (39) 

The following are excerpts from PO No 9, Hq 503d RCT, dated 

13 February, 1945 and explain the tactical plan o2 the Commander* 

(40) 

(1) The 3d Battalion, 503d RCT with Battery A and 

one (1) platoon of Battery D, 462d F*A* Battalion and 3d Plat/oon 

161 Airborne Engineer Company attached will: 

Drop on Fields HA M and WB W (See Map D) at 08301 
i wmw•»*tjiMw*tmmvw'»'*MMt ;,m&t*mm*m i t * j » , . . n » . - » * * . i <*m.f*rpfi •mt0~ ." - mnwikmmmtn'fi''*. .utm^vminnmmtmw • mwwummm • m-t 

and secure drop area* 

(2) Upon being relieved by the 2d Battalion, advance 

and seize the high ground approximately 600 yards NE of the 

"Hasp-Ural* (See Imp D) ' 

(3) Support the amphibious landing of the 3d Battalion* 

54th Infantry by fire* 

(4) Effect contact with 3d Battalion* 34th* 
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The id Battalion with Battery B and one (1) platoon Bmttery 

D, 462d F*A* Battalion attached will* 

(l) Dr-op &n Fields nk* and nB* at 1S1SI and relieve 

the 3d Battalion from defense of the perimeter around the drop 

area* 
i » ' , i * . ' . •*>• « j h # # > i # d » t>*\ . * « * ^ * ' * ». "* '<• < « « • * * * 4 S f - - ^ ^ , ... M I •*• - A , * M(«w- fit" »i*l/A, * » 
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Zone* 
i»iw,***M< ' « H m> /**•* 

1 i*» ,H <\ «**• <• H A*»llM#>' ft 't •»ft»*. (** '• «% i ' *,»'* '» tft'-Ht, ' 

The 1st Battalion with Battery C and one (1) platoon Batfceryt. 

D 462d P.A. Battalion attached will: 
**•***• m*m mm**»*mm*> «m**Mmmm ,**,*mm*%»+ 

vnr^srarvvsiinr^nm^ as 

RCT Reserve* 

(2) Be prepared to exploit terrain south of the Drop 

Zones• 
*W<*/*" • / • ' / / / " • / • ' 

Hum-!>•••• Htm Hum' *'*m--it.'*" ' '» '••• 
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Regimental Headquarters Company, Service Company, Battalion 

Headquarters, 482d F.A., and the 161 Engineer Company (-) would 

drop with the let and 2d lift and perform normal duties of 

administration, communications, supply, fire direction, demoli­

tion and medical service. The Regimental Executive officer 

would come in with the 3d lift on D f 2. Executive officers of 

oompanies in the 2d and 3d lifts would jump with the 1st lift, 

operation of their company when it arrived* (41) 

The 3d Battalion, 34th Infantry would make an overwater move­

ment from MARIVELESE, and land on San Jose Beach (See Map D) on 

wumvmm 0 «i •m mmmtt • •««*»*• **• 

i "• 

-D'* l - a t •lOSair *»«'l&>.̂ ua* feold^-lteiiiita-1I111# and make contact with 

the 503d on Topside. The 3d came under command of ROOK Force 

upon coming ashore* (42) 
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In the plan for the aerial assault, one of the baaio prin­

ciples of airborne operations must be omitted. If one looks at 

Fields "A" and "B", he can readily see that these are the only 

drop zones on TOPSIDE, and that they are only 1,050 feet and 

975 feet respectively. Prom this it can be seen that a variftUjcjn. 

' ~ - ^ Snathe two "small 

fields* The plan for this was to have the aircraft split up 

.Into two coljiwnft:..a*L they *ppro6dild'd''thii""'*lllind# They were to 

4i 
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».**.«*.,, ,«,m*1- •• (HI* •*! ,'.>»«, *!,>,. >*l#Hf. Uttlfe 
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between planes. It was estimated that eight men could Jump on 

each pass. To get the men on the field, the Jumpmaster must 

consider the prevailing wind which in this case was a headwind 

factors in view, the Jumpmaster would have to delay his Jump 

command over the "go" point so that the headwind wouldn't blow 

his men off the field. Plans were made for adjustment of alti­

tudes and Jumping signals from the control plane circling over 

the formation. (4a) 

In considering the aerial assault, we must keep in mind 

that the Japanese alrforoe was almost ntm *»4 * *. L. A.^* 
ft.nd. wa h'ad AXv cover tbrao^ama the flight, 

The logistical support for the operation was as followsi 

Pour days prior to D-Day, an advance element of three officers 

"andTiny men would be sent to San Marcelino with equipment that 

would arrive by water. This detail would land at Marivelea 

with elements of the 38th Division. When the beach on C0RRBGID0R 

was clear, they would land and set up a rock force supply dump 

° n 3 R n J ° 8 e b9ach# A11 fluPPliM arriving by watar would b . 
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placed in this dump. Plans were also made for aerial supply from 

the rear base at MIHDORO. The supplies would be placed in a 

dump on topside. (44) 

The overall plan of the rock force Commander emerges in four 

phases, and it is in these four phases that the narrationtw%11 ,b&_ 

'""*'~w^ ̂  I, The Aerial Assault on Topside. 

Phase IIf The Amphibious Assault. Phase III, Destruction of the 

Enemy on Topside. Phase IV, Destruction-^ 
»<r>*'—r*»«n«*/ « * •? .* 
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FINAL PREPARATION ANDTH3 AIRLIFT (See Map A) (46) 
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On D-Day the 151st R.C.T. and.the 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry 1 

went ashors at MARIVALSS as..planned. On̂ Ĵ̂ RjftfcJLMJfc-ff-lflMts 

preparations were being made. Newsmen and photographers arrived, 

more briefings of pilots and jimp masters were held. Aircraft 

were parked, last minute maintenance performed, and numbers were 

chalked on the planes. Parachutes and equipment bundles were 

issued. All bundles were rolled and checked for the last time# 

Weapons were cleaned and oiled. Ammunition was issued, each man 

carrying two W-P grenades and two fragmentation grenades. Down 

Additional Information was receivedfrom XI Corps,Headquarters. 

Services for the faiths were available, with more than the usual 

numbers attend̂ g.*,.. Letters. mar^-writteB-acd carefully aanrser̂ d-x —-.. 

Tents were struck, rolled and turned into S-4. Flight Manifests 

were made and turned into R.C.T. headquarters* The parking plan 
v.. f i,< 

and flight plan was issued to the battalions and separate companies, 

according to SOP. An extra canteen to each man was Issued along 
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with four meals of K-ration. Each platoon leader took hia 

platoon to the briefing room, and usin* the to,**..** »^.i „„... 

them the bis picture, the company mission and the mission of the 

Platoon. During fahe waning, captured Japanese film of the 

surrender of CORRBGIDOR in 1942 was shown. The film showed the 

Japs maltreating American PWs and stomping the American flag into 

usual and eating a breakfast of soggy pan cakes and syrup, the 

first lift entrucked at 0600 and moved to ELMORE and HILL Air 

•strips. By 0700 hours all troops w«r& mmlman -••mfi.-si 

took off, mado up their formation and winged their way toward 
CORRSGIDOR. (47) 

While the transports were closing on CORRBGIDOR, B-24s and 

— — ° •****» w o xsxanii# Tnes© aircraft picked 

up ll^ht ack-ack, but immediately smothered It with machine gun 

fire. One flight of A-SOs were on stand by with smoke, should the 

rock force commander call for it. The Navy also closed In for 

a f*w broadMrtflg at the rock 

Veteran troops of the 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry wafl also 

busy, loading on their landing craft and making ready for their 

landing at 10301• (43) 
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PHA3B I,THE AERIAL AS3ATIT.T " " " 
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At 0825, 16th February, troops at MARIVELES picked up tiny 

^k3^..3°sk? « * -11. who wer.e. .^t ..en3age.a wim ^ ^ ^ - -

down to watch one of the most spectacular showa of the ?&Qltu ^ 

(47) Personal knowledge 
(48) Personal knowltdge 
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At 08301, the control ship of the formation was over CORRBGID0R. 

A-20s were making their last strafing run over topside* A curtain 

of dust hung over the whole island. The transports approached the 

m 
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31 
<f ml #$%«» A 4 «* +"«w^» «• —• 1 
-*• *•"'• fe »» « , » > * • &!•!*.€ *.n£ at exactly 0633i the grstm light went 

I I 

on in the lead ship over !,B,f Field. (See Map B) The first para­

trooper, Lieutenant Colonel John Erickson, Battalion Commander 

of the 3rd Battalion, counted off four seconds and stepped into( 

thin air. The rest of his stick followed at split second intervals. 

Phase I had begun. The chutes had hardly opened before the troops 

M * * ' J"!»« 

*****/»>**> ' ' A / * * * » >/MKWWt'j**/m>, 
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would ever make. The same action was taking place on,fAf,Field« 

By 0950 the drop was completed and the planes were MIFDORO bound 

for another load. (49) 

><<mm sky was clear, visibility unllmi ted, while down on "the" 

rock amid the underbrush, splintered trees, wrecked buildings, 

bomb craters, Japanese machine gun nests, caves and at the waters 

edge, troops of the ftCT were beginning to assemble• It is during 

this »tage of the assault that airborne troops are most vulnerable. 

Several troopers were blown over the cliffs and landed among the 

Japanese defenders. It was one of these groups, while fighting 

their way to Top»ida^%atN«id killed the Japanese Commander of the 

a PW captured several days later. It was at this stage that prior 

training of service and administrative personnel, in close combat, 

came to the front. The rock force CP was established in the 

Jmirooeto-oft'-th* north "fide of the parade ground. (See Map E) 

Communications, both radio and wire, were in to the 3rd Battalion, 
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(49) Personal knowledge 
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who had formed a perimeter defense around Topside, funning 

generally along the 500 foot contour line. (See Map S) The 
"O ••>,-•• 4 vv* ,» «n 4> * 1 * • 
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•>* «*. .». CI o 5«o up in tne barracks* Medical 
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personnel from 3rd Battalion, Regimental Headquarters, and 

Artillery were pooled. All those unit, used the same facilities 

alnCe .th0I....*ere ..3£ c.lQse together. CaaualfclM-hagMj t * f o » i » r 

mostly jump injuries. Regimental Headquarters and Service Company 

had to furnish extra men to help the Medics carry litters and 

augmentation, there were not enough men to do the job right. Paw 

medical records wore kept during the first few days. It Is 

better to help a wounded man, than to have a record of a dead one. 

Jump casualties were not as high as had been expected. It was 

\4, v< m.i**t 'I*** 
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estimated that 1 5 ^ of the first lift were casualties. It was 

several days before an accurate figure was available. (60) 

All during this time, the rock force CP was under smell armg 
fir# fVm b0fch lnsld* "* •«*•"• of the perimeter. The Commandor 

was then handed another problem, the wind had increased to about 

2B mlleo per hour by 1015. The second lift due at 1230 might not 

be able to jump. At H u o hours the American flag was run up on 

*** o r^««»«r f tun ana sniper fire. At 1240, the 

Second Battalion began to drop, the wind had died down to about 

ten miles per hour. They had plenty of other trouble though, th. 

Japs were now awake and as with the first lift, they jumped into 

•.-"-light w i ^ i f c r a f t fire which damaged some planes and wounded a"" 

few personnel in the planes. Experience In the first lift had 

showed that it was better to delay six seconds .ft#P the g 0 polnt# 
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As a result, only a few Jumpara drifted over the cliffs and into 

the sea. Meet of the men landed well up on Topside. The Jumpers m 

In U** axr came hi xov iiiui*^ &rouiAu l i i ^ tftan tiie f i r s t l i i u , wnicii 

H »», 

had caught the Japs completely by surprise. Our Small Arm3 fire 

silenced some of the Jap guns, but it was difficult to fire since 

ii>w((iiOur troops ware landing wnong the Japs• Several,, me$ ofil(t||e p$ 
J,m n- »f.m,m *1 , ««.<ti* > • » . , %•»« «>*• 

f 
1 

.mil* »*t«rtft«,. v H M *-*v«-.i ' :»,i 

i«V> H I M , rfl».'Il'.'i^i' ' <»••,• ' ' < » * ' .* ' •'• 

l i f t landed shoo t ing and some were k i l l e d be fo re they got out of 

parachu te h a r n e s s . (51) 

When the Sec and •3WnviimnW$WW'& i n t o Wr iDT Net , *' they * 
«»«***#** '**> 'J**/****—'*"* ' 4 ^ | » i » l « » « l l » « * » ^ ^ ^ ^ 

relieved the 3rd Battalion on the perimeter, which left them free 

to start the consolidation of Topside. For the remainder of the 

day, the 3rd Battalion fought as companies and platoons. Their 

flutools opraad out llto thi. 'flairs "on ydur'hinds and with the^heip 

of Naval gunfire bogan to probe the Japanese positions. 

H Company under Captain Joe Conway pushed a platoon out on 

the knob about 700 yards southeast of BATTrtfflf FOXNT. (See Map B) 

Here they found some very flna dofonalv* po«lLlons. Why the Japs 

gave up these positions without a flflht is known only to the 

oriental mind, a Company moved into the old American AA emplace­

ments, 600 yards wnst of the south dock. (Sae Map i&) It was from 

'J.l'<!>, ViUJijLltti, ^lUtijJi aMf*lM.|i..-.f.iHlil t. lAhiWi iiiSiWjltol«I^OtiM>iw|»j3^^^^((jtiiw^i^^ 

by. fire,,, .Fifty...oallbsr maohino guns w«r« set up in the buildings 

on the east side of »f3» field to help with this task. (See Map E) 

While (» and H Companies were supporting the landing of the 34th, 

3rd Battalion Headquarters, Regimental Headquarters, and Service 

Companies were mopping up inside perimeter on Topside. G Company 

in their positions could place fir® on the road from Bottomside 

to Topside* (52) 
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(51) Persona l knowledge 
(53) A-8. p . 7 
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By 1100 hauim part of th* field arllllery **%fc**y was assembled 

and ready to fir© for the force• The only problems they had were 

securing thair aimnunltlcn Lunulas ua& firir.̂  thsir howi^r-rs under 

sniper fire. During the day, their guns were used as a direct fire 

weapon, to sllsnce an enemy position, or fire H3 Into a cave or 

i 
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During the first lift, one of our planes carrying a demolition 

section from Regimental Headquarters Company developed engine trouble, 

and had to drop out of formation while out at sea. A message ft<om * ̂  

* > ( # » » * . 1 t'l-i., fy J,* ,iiii 

the Command Ship of the second lift Informed the Rock Commander 

that the plane had made land over LUZON and that the troopw had 1 

bailed out near SAN MARCELINO. It was later learned, that the 

troops were picked up, flown back to MINDOHO. and came in with the 

1st Battalion. 
it. i a < 

' * .» J>m»»fHW00i*H*tHH*k. 

By 1500 hours, the Rock Force Commander felt the situation 

wa§ well in handt He requested permission for tha third drop to 

be cancelled. He recommended that XI Corps arrange for the planes 

to fly ovar OORHIsaXDOH, drpp their bundles on "A" Field, land at 

SAN MAR0BLlN0f (See Map B)̂ aiid cbme in by landing craft on SAN 

JOSffi beach. This plan woulh ^Ive Colonel Jones one Battalion 

pn a parachute drop. The XI Corps Commander concurred with 

recommendation, and made the necessary arrangements for the change 

xn pxans. 

At 1700 hours the 3rd Battalion, less Q and H Companies, 

pulled back Into the perimeter on Topside. Machine gtma were put 

Into position, positions checked, artillery and mortars registered, 

m wmawm***»*m»mitt*mi'»-**)mm»u 
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and coordination had been made for destroyers to fire star shells 

durine the nlaht for Illumination. At tnis stage, he whu eont*oIl*A 

Topside, controlled C0RREOID0R. 

Rock Force Headquarters began to take on the look of all 

...m •• < i l « i , f i » . » . * » i * » . » 
•»».<*)» «*% >M*> »»«!M- > Vt .••*»» *••> 
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chairs were found, one being carved teak wood, quite out of place 

. . „, &ufc substantial* Mapa were up on -boards and reports were coming 

4n m>1A r>iiar« waq still under sporadic small arms flret Documents 

taken from seven dead Japs near the barracks gave the first 

identification of the enemy on the Island. They were members of « 

a naval unit, all were well fed and equipped* (54) § 

Durlna the early par* of'the evening, a'staff n»«tli'i«'-imr--—'•'• | 

held to lay piano for the cowing of daylight. It aeems an though 

daylight wa« always a scarce substance during this operation 

The piano woro simple. Saab Battalion was «lven a sector and told 

to kill all of the Japa In It. From this meeting camo tho first 

fairly accurate oaaualty report for tl» drop and for the subsequent 

action. The reported figure of Jump Injuries was 161, but more 

were expected to come In for treatment when things quieted down 

V'^TT "T?hJX7f™^ 

were as follows 3 KIA on Jump due to malfunctions of the parachute-, 

2 KIA on striking obstaclea on landing, KIA before they were out 

Of their harness 8, and Injuries running from light to severe -

203. Nine men were blown over the cliffs into the water and were 

picked up by PT boats. A total of 11$. (55) At this briefing 

and all others called by the Rock Force Commander, he followed 
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a set pattern. He merely gave each Battalion a mission* h. «.«. 

asked the Battalion Commander what help he wanted to do the lob. 

It then bocame the Task Force Commander's job to ordinate the 

firepower and logistical support necessary to complete the job. 

This method proved very effective. At this meeting, a status of 

I 

out of 9 dropped, 2 were damaged on landing, and 2 more were under 

such hoavy enemy fire that they were unable to retrieve thaa• tfc. • 

first day. (56 f Several 81 mortars and light machine runs w*™ 

dAma^QO .on hitting rocks or othar obstacles on landing. 

AiratrJkes w«re teed up for the 17th, and plans were made 

to cover all of Topside with fire while the 1st Battalion (3rd 

• j^ i 'dttkJs^ttttiftltetttfl^W/Mllfiiif &i 

„,„..Ifi*) w a s to0^Pinn th«ir-bvo-fd'ljrs"• on *A^ "fle 1 <C ./»*.' /**'' ' ' i*V» » ' ''*'<''' A*n 

n*nm*tttmMHn»i*iDlli* 

During th^ nl-.ht, the enemy wa« seen moving about apparently 

trying to „«t organized. They probed our perimeters all night, 

and a few rounds of mortar fire fell on our position. Communi­

cation wires were cut and men were hit. The Medics worked as 

best they could, but movement at night is restricted. 

PHASE II, TU3QMPHIB10TO ASSAULT 

At 10301, the 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry hit SAN JOSE beach 

~*F J' " c " f * TBrTTTTc bombardment by rocket ships, 

cruisors, and destroyers, they crosaed the beach under enemy fire 

and lost several vehicles to enemy mines along the waters edge. 

QM oi,"*h*** -v*hl«*e* contain -fciiw-x«dl« equipment-with *hleh 

Rock Force was to communicate with XI Corps. When this information 

was sent to the Task Force Commander, it was not news. The 3rd 

Battalion, 503d supporting the landing by fire had seen the 

incident and reported it to the Commander. The Battalion Commander 

t 
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of the 34th called for 

automatic fire his unit 

The 34th then scaled the 

fine HattA.11 on was astri 

two parts. Much heavy 

them to stay on MALINTA 
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faL gunfire which silenced some of the 

w getting while crossing the open beach. 

) foot MALINTA HILL. Bv 1330 thi« 

.dbhe hill and had ths Ialand cut Into 

1>-In fighting was to take place for 

&rt of their mission was accomplished. 

rifc^Jftlll-.milifti 
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done. Contact under f irms made with the 3rd tJattalion 503, 

but I t was to be late on » 18th before the road to Topside was 

could. They, too, wore hin^ trouble with prowlers. During the 

nl«ht, they had to drive tic an lnnnne Bonmi charge. Some of 

the Japfl werw uslnp; «»w«W shotgun?) captured from the 

^?,T!-1.o»£1.?, , l n *';H'"» An wu.rminad,,. number.,Pf .tOaup ..•IWW.JI«II • ./.•»«**>* 

obwervad a t t e m p t i n g t o moiwast alnnp; tha road n o r t h o f MALINTA 

bL.(Bwa Mnp m) F i r e Jmn319rt down on thorn w i t h u n o b s e r v e d 

r e e u H s . A l l In a l l , t u r n e r * few m«n who s l e p t on OOHHUIftUJOR 

d u r i n g t h e n1,r>M, 16 t ^ b r W 1 9 4 5 , ( M ) 

FHA3H I I I . mttTMicmrm o&' K I'JNHJMY ON TOPH 

fa*HWI»rtN«»H.»i«miM. W W ililiwn . . ! « * . *" 

(57) Personal knowledge 
(58) Personal knowledge 
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Daylight of the 17th und tha daad of both *ld»i layinp; out 

.in the open. When the n 

fll«B. Our d«ed wore pi 

The wounded were moved tbn aid station, K rations ware eaten, 

''b".,.oC water W«B drvnK "A a-llonoo 

I U W W up ••hwy. btffon t.<? Kwkai ̂and- toll net 

• eh up, but no(one worried about the Japs. 

and some of the last ofui 
% 

settled' over some sectionsT the Island, while all hall broke loose ' 

at others, as our patroln csountered the enemy. During the I 
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night, the Japs had moved back into the positions that they had 

been driven from the day before. It was now apparent that each 

position occupied would h&vo to be destroyed, and every cava and 

pillbox sealed off. So on th« 1.7th was a*t the pattern that 

systematically destroyed the Nip on CORREGIDOR. (59) 

..... At 0830 the 3rd lift was over ftAn field, dropping their equip-
' ' ' ' * " • • " " • • • • • ' • • .••-. . . » • . - , . . .,.,„ , , „ ,,. 
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ment bundles. Thin flight also came in for ground fire from the 
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enemy. The 1st Bat ta l ion landed a t SAN MARCKLINO, (Sea Map B) were 

trucked to atlivro BAY (See Map B), and via destroyers to SAN JOSE 

feaeri on uumrwuflofr. usee Map ti) Thin Tannine! was alcio contested 

by heavy automatic and anlpor f i r e which pinned the Bat ta l ion on 

the beach u n t i l Naval inmtlv® allenced l t# After erowwinp; the ; 
1 

\it*u.v,\i uhd orn;«*n!/-.!np; fcho Ha1;tttlionf i t waa decided that they go 
i 

' ' ' w * * ^ ' t i t ' , i 

Into tt perlmete'r 'tte##n/» tiw• E t̂t&>wkC%w '"H2mr%m >V) •''''-TJw•""• tlwic— 'mMi 

1A2J0 w\<\ i t vrnn ^ettlnp; d«rk# (60) 

Ihxrlni* thn mornUm, h'*avy Vit'htintu took place around the ioe 

Uom®§ MOWHittOW ^0INT# and liHWAKWATKR P0:j.OT# (See Map H1) Air-

• trlkistt »uf>poĵ b*»d f*h« bliiiAKWATifiif POTH'l' a t t ack and h i t th« Japa for 

bh# Mfch north of MAL1WTA HILL# The Havy aupporfc^d th» acrapa 

around M0UHI90N FOJJIT, HOCK POINT, and BHIMKWATHH POINT during the 

morning and afternoon# Thl» aupport did not preclude the utm of • 

a r t i l l e r y , which «upporte<J Lh« act ion a t SKAROIILIOHT P01NT# The 

reau l t a of the f ight ing on the 17th widened the perimeter a l lgh t ly . 
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On the morning of the 18th, the 1st Battalion fought its way 

to topaide. A haaty conference was called and now Battalion sectors 

of rttaponsibillty assigned. (See Map G) Each patrol, platoon, or 
* " wmniiiimi«i«H'H".i nun m mun w ~ 
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company had attached to It elements from the JSngineer Company or 

from the Demolitions Platoon o^ P^imwhel ff*alquartera Company• 

The method or attack throughout the campaign ran generally as 

described below, The Infantry would assault a position, kill all 

of the Japs if they could. Whan the enemy would hoi© up in the 
• „ , . / » . ' »*•*,.• ,. • • •.. • • ' " . . , . . • • •,. » I.,.,,, .I..,M ,. ,>. ' 

with fire while an tfnglmier or Demolition Team would either weal 

the cave with TUT or burn them out with their flamethrowers* It 

» <IIV ,i iHUwrf,' m i$ <ilM il».. • ' » ' * '.' '-1 i> 

U, i. MWiM' ' 

ii*-0H*»mmmv>*mmm> 
was during t h i s per iod, tha t our people ua*d a, ,] jU0kk^Jb^ 

waa ef fec t ive and beoume popular throughout the r e r t of the 

f i g h t i n g . The hipjh wind on the I aland oauflad a heavy d ra f t In 

some j j f th% cav**» which. f?eu«ed the flamethrowers to blow batik in ty 
, f ' §f / J ' T* ' ' •' ' 

bhn»<Hktw oi^the opera tor . To aolvn thia problem thay Juafc /^ava 

the mmmy poniiion a squ i r t af napalm and ^aanHna un1f/nify^d# 

A ^P /grenade waw then thrown Into the poalfclnn whleh Ij/nitad iha 

napalm* Out c«ime th^ Japa, aw«^tim^ia on n r n , and waa'owb down 

by our weapons* On many ncaaalona when the raaiatanoa wa^ linhfc, 

our infantry would drive the flipa undar^round and move on# Tha 

iin/?ineer§ following cloaa bablnd would a e i l the po* J felon wl 

^D*««i»v»»'*'irM**i*'/i»'#**' *#**•**» **>< 

»/ep«w w/i/ / «f 

$ 

explosives, and then puah on behind the Infantry* l̂y the J?» of 

r^bruary our troopa Jbwd attacked and aaalad 164 cevê i and bunkara 

on Topside, (61) 

The aseeult on the larger fortifications such aa Batteries 

GSAHY, H&ARN, SMITH, WHiSBLKR. etc, (BiiMip^) p^vad" td be more" 

of a problem. These big gun positions were usually heavily 

defended* They were honeycombed with underground storage rooms, 

powder bends and passages. To capture one of Laos© positions, 

'0wM*mwim*#mmmm***** 

t 

(61) A-e, «» * 
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platoons or companies were employed* The attack on one of the 

larger positions would go something like the description below* 

The troops would cavnr tbe emplacement with fire* £ ?ft 

howitzer would be wheeled up and fire direct fire at the opening, 

or at the steel door if it was dosed. Sometime the Infantryman 

,^wmlA.±M^Bll^ on to h$lp-mm'''tlw howitzer* "He"demolitions 

people would already have a 6 gallon SI can filled with gasoline 

and napalm* To this oan they would have taped six or eight WP 

grenadeo and two blooks of TFT on each side* The whole oontrap- , 

Titm was tied to one of the many ventilator shafts on top of the 

position* A 7J second fuse was set which would go off and drop 

the can into the position* Fifteen minutes later, another fuse 

would go off.* This system proved helpful in capturing all of 

the large concrete emplacements* Battery Wheeler was capture^ 

three times before it finally stayed in our hands* (68) 

The water problem was alleviated somewhat by the 1300 hour 

•mpply drop on the 17th* 1250 gallons were dropped and most of 

it was recovered* These supply planes flying in from MIFDORO 

also brought rations, ammunition, and medioal supplies. A 

number of the parachutes did not open and some of the precious 

the 18th, the road from Bottoms!ds to Topside was open, but was 

still under scattered small arms fire. Some supplies from San 

Jose beaoh did arrive on Topside, and the wounded and dead were j 

evacuated to San Jose beach* Transportation was now available I 

for Topside* Up until the 18th, the only transportation on 

Topside was one of two jeeps whioh had made the dash from 

^ ^ ^ Ww jf m$ ̂ r w wF ™ P#*Pl|P W I P ^^ ^» Wm ^P«P ^ t ^P 
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Bottomsid© to Topside on the afternoon of the 17th* One of 

these jeeps was badly damaged hy enemy fire and was unservice­

able* The Portable Surgical Hospitnl moved to Topeide and 

began to function* All in all the operations of the 18th were 

highly successful* Our wounded who had been lying on concrete 

<-£l*0-€M! *M$M&*&* ..th#-A4£'<t«Jl. WQ£&<4WJMH2*&<bG& *•"- ̂ h&^WJL&lQlLffr -fl i t ^.,at.iC'^,"'^!i^-„;,. •/ 

improved, the enemy was rapidly being destroyed on Topside* Our 

casualties for the day were 33 KIAf 75 WL/U Among casualties 

being evacuated on tho 18th, were the two chaplains of the combat 

•«t * » * « < • » . , « * # , / * » . . « 

. ***** J M W I W 0» .III«II»<»JM4>0» '!••- »'•/&**,»,** •rttmitmtr*'*,, 
xm,i»wiu-*mmmfamM>.t,. ««»'<'/«.«•• H***»*>.»**%**.* »rx*tvjm m.m**mr*'*>*** &s*v0m**HMHtmi "».•»**•*+*»** 

team, ootn having been injured on the jump on the 16th* 

On the 19th beginning at 0300 hours, the enemy launched his 

old familiar BANZAI. About four hundred Japs stormed our posi-

Heavy hand to hand fighting took place, with the enemy enjoying 

local successes* This attack carried the Japs all the way to 

the 2nd Battalion OP* With the coming of daylight, the small 

groups which were successful in penetrating our perimetert were 

eliminated. At 0830 the flips exploded a large ammunition dump 

down near BREAKWATER POINT, This explosion caused casualties on 

both sides. After the blast, approximately twenty Japs formed 

<•/* ,"„'.•»»4j>s m*> * * <nuf ~u&»A:Liu^jfo^ i*-i,**.**!m*»n*m4t*),\m*.<i Wi>«/», >i 

h a r i - e a r i by holding grenades to t h e i r stomach* (63) During 

the day our troops continued to a s s a u l t caves and bunkers in the 

BREAKWATER POINT area* Nine oaves were attacked and sealed in 

the v i c i n i t y of the Ice house* and nine more around MORRISON 

POINT. (See Map G) Bombing and c t r a f ing runs were made against 

CABS fJOPRl̂ TDOT?. The Wavy wa* a t i l l making l i g h t at night with 

their star s h e l l s , and giving f i r e support on c a l l during the day# 

5-
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~*~"***a *oaay resulted in 498 T**«**, 
^- * J a p e E i f and three ariaa**** 
were talc»n. t>aHja , _ * * * " prisoners 
to xurniah o>^w~~ .. . . *s ttWMAy ^ave 

- o . — . registrat ion personnel. This m ^ h l -
man awnv -f^« -u, / neaft* pulling a 

*/v ^oo at regiment. The R#>d n*^*. 
fi+fi4.4AM •U1* •K€ia Gross oomfort 
s ta t ion was working. se™ir^ * * " 
Bed Croa* mi.«iji 7,. 0 G m e ***• • The 

* ^ ** * • « - * * * • * * * aga Jumped" with "the'- o o « w • " "" '" "" """ 
• * up on the f i r 8 t day l n y l f l l n 1 t #

 9 ° ° m b a t teQffl a n a »*< 
A,, , « D l t y ° f t h e a l * N a t i o n . (64) 

^ g the 20th ancf a iet of iPebruarv t h . * * 
ot the enemy on T O M J « . * °°™ary, the destruction 
A,-,„4 -mr-vm ©TrenTn̂  of the PM-* 
"urine the Staff meotinp. i t w a n n 
was free of the flno

 A P E 00^MID0R 
of the enemy, and that there were no j * * . • 

forces from WHFFTTO ^ T w m * P t 0 ° P p o 8 e 0tt* 

hour period. ^ d U r t n f f t h ° t w ^ ^ * « 

The water s i tuation on OOmmiWR was solved . t . i 
hundred and f i f t y « n n » 8 0 ^ « a , a twelve 

xxxxy gallon Uavy oube was ««t „„ „ -
• fn* +1, * e t u p o n 8 a " Jose heofl>i 

for the storage of water. Two k - i lrt 

were brought un from **. . a d 8 o r a P ^ 
*BM up from the beaoh to work on t h . »a« 

the construction of fl „, K +
 8 R t " * t 0 b e * l a 

" o n 0:f a oub s tr ip on "A* -PI^, . 
nrimm A i l o l d . The Hook Forea 
Commander r«m,«<.+** x,_ ^ xorce 

£ 

##*>» 4 -

L t n < M « < # « V W w DiMNl 

nftrnm . " ** w u * xne «ooic Poire A commander peauAat^ .̂i. .̂ x u r c e 

r e q U 0 8 t e d that surrender ] n ^ r ,d *. 
is land, x i corps tooJc cure of this *«„„ * v 
« P W i a i i v d f l a 1 , q 9 S t b y d r a w i n ^ «P l e a f l e t s 

1 1 7 d e S i g Q e d f 0 ' the Japs on the Rook. 
A n a l l y , at 2 i 3 0 on the evening of the 2 i 8 t t h . 

^ — ^ « * oa tno island had hflftn «« 4., 
out, especial ly the men of the -4th , * * " 

u 01 the 34th who knew their »a».^ n * 
• i t t i n g on a powder keg. Th* . ^ 1 a , - - r a x l y 

g The szPl°sion rooked the whm« «.lar. 
&^a was rait AA #«%. *«^.anuf 

6lt M far a W Qy «B Bataan and Manlla# - . _ + 

«»uixa. The blast aauaed 

•mtmJi****» ,<m>' m**m>*. *•< .•*0HV»'J*A., ,t.. 

W "i 

(Hl***'on*k*»iau** • V " > - . > M ' ''Ml' 
> hr i i i*''W'" » H * " > . » >• >!>.• 

J%' '*' "•"'«> ^ # ^ V ^ '^^ A';:» <>• mn th .'H.- F;(f «< ,,'|j,, 

• f ^ 

f:4^^>¥«w-r -C 
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landslides on Malinta Hill which buried some of the doughboys | 
„<?«* 

from the 34th. It was later learned from prisoners that the * 

explosion caused a great nnubsr of casualties inside the tunnel. 5 
"«# 

They stated the purpose of blowing the tunnel was to destroy the "| 

troops blocking the island, and to launch an attach which would > 
* . I f l-W> H i. ' (I 

—* ..,*,.. 4 t k ^ -itfefflk -feo-TopsldvV* • •T,»T6'trr,,*pS»Tnr- W'$M''li$fwIrc''as the exiplosion 

was greater than they had expected• It not only killed a great 

number of their troops, but the ensuing landslide blocked the 

•».«*.«««. -.,, *r£&d alon& which they were to launch their attack. On 22nd and 

23rd of February, mopping-* up continued all over Topside* Our 

patrols were killing Japs in areas reported clear of the enemy. -,*t 

The first three phases of the Corregldor show were drawing to a } . 

clpfl4§/f The softening up- c£- bm«'v&£>Z'&xix end" ox" die xsiahd o eg an " ' m' ' 

on the 22nd of February when P~47a dropped 4,000 gallons of Napalm, ; 

38 500-pound demolition bombs, and fired 31 thousand rounds of '•% 

#50 caliber ammunition. '$ 

f0* ••!*'. "t> 

The supply situation was excellent• The first cub planes 

landed on the Island and the Engineers continued to work on the 

roads. Mail was dropped by supply planes from MINDORO along 

with 2700 pair of coveralls. Water ration was now four quarts 

per man per day. The troops were eating 10 in I rations, a 

welcome chanr/a from rlK!t. 

On the afternoon of the 23rd of February, the Combat Team 

Commander and the Battalion Commanders of the 1st and 3rd 

Battalions went to the OP on Malinta Hill. Here they studied 

the eastern end of the Island, and made plans for Phase IV. s 

The plan for tho attack down the narrcv; three thousand yard I 
* 

stretch of the east end of the island called for the 1st Battalion ! 

.Aft 
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In the a s a a u l t . foil«,.«,« . , . . 

« WXU30J.V f>Y fh<* T « 1 » . 

«ao f ,-„,„ " * ' r h 6 3 r d W«ttaMrn 

1st Battalion frn, -- .. , . ""^ "Q1Ch W ° u i d l e a V e fche 

*~ uw „xpxoit any or all bresks lr 

^ e Pattern would follow the alreadv * ^ 
I attacking «n *« * P r ° V S n ayBten- B^ore 

tacking an objective, either an Air- NflVal . 
I" "" " " "* °*~ Piace'd upon it. Ths R B H „ 

Jump off and a „ n ,. Battalion would then 
I v « , and assault the objective n« 

""joctive as soon BO +-V,« *. * 
was lifted, xn th. wf ^ ° n as the friendly f l r e 

-n thla way teey often e t , 
re-man his positions. The ni»n r m 

during Phase IV W a« + „ v
 IOr ToP^e 

1V was fco have the 2nd Bntf «,i. 
Hri„~ Jt '-'att all on remain Ann •-,-
tln„ th. moppIng up of « . to c„„. , 

u t . «„ ,„„ . . . . . . . . P 0 ' fet• , 01 M™y- («») 

dWIk ' " « " , < ^ I L I A • « ' • I .i «• tf I1*! • rt» •* * l # * 

Late In tho «f«-, y # ( 6 5 > 

~3i*3 n c t t a ] l c n J ! m , J , , o d t , r • , ., • February the i*, t anC 
w.Aoa t o assembly area* «„ » ^ 

t i o n for the H« * eottomside in p r e p a r a -
o r U i e d Q3t ruc t ion of th r t „ ° p a r a -

„ , . . . , T1/
 f t h " a n 9 m y °n the t a i l of th« T , 

^ A ^ U ^ D E S T ^ U C n O N OP THi.' r'M,,^ I s l a n d . 
^ the «4th of February a f t « . , ' ^ ^ ^ 

a r y a l t e r an i n t e n d v « „. . , . 
- » t and an a r t n i . r y c o n c . n t r a M & 1 b C T O b a r d -

c o l " ^ n t r a t l o n , the 1s t B s H n n , 
through the .3rd j j „ f f n n b a t t a l i o n passed 

J U I b a t t a l i o n . ,':54fh T«^. 
"# o i t n I n f a n t r y on MAITM'PA m , , 

•"0 « c h l „ 8 K u n „ _ f0™ « »rt., , .niper 

5 4 / 

* &f 

9 
/i 
k 

and I»DM,(. " i r o iUI*m oi' mortar . n ^ . - r 
ana machine gun tlva. Ths ^r.,? •» , . s n ipe r 

1 c l o s e on the t « n r . ' d W a s f ° H o w l n « 
ftS t a i l °f the 1s t B a t t a l i o n , 

cava,, n , u«^^aj.ion, moppin- up and• , n . v , j -
c a v e s . By l a t e af ternoon th« -, . s e a l i n g 

xlAUOnf the 1 s t Batta'M u 
running from i M P A m v V01m , nA " h a d r e a c h e d a l i n e r- .,- - - IK-..P0INT to CAMP POINT, ( w M B n u, m 
troops stopped „nH « - l222J!a£_H) • The f 

• -- r ' ^ W B U POSltinno *.-., ,. J 
" 4 " M h i - « - " « . teta. „ . . . : , _ " - 1 * * «-«• •«*«. j 
Battalion co„r.,.9nc. ,._.". ~ " * m ° f th" »l«ht. at a ? 

*̂ ^ -.xa a uomn r»>»a4.̂ ^ i 
woundsd Qi«. - ww* . « mortar shell ir^nn^ .Vi S 

°~.ded almost every key o f f i c e r in ̂  , I 
^ W4.xxcer m the 1st R f l f f 0 n A S 

B a t t a l i o n . A m o n s u ^ I 

<«/.J 
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dead was the very fine Battalion commander. Major Robert B« 

Woods* The Battalion executive officer who was among those 

not wounded assumed command, (66) 

Around 0300 hoursf the enemy assembled a foroe of about 

six hundred just oast of INFANTRY POINT, and prepared to launch 
fit. « «'.-i. . . . I* 

> • • • * tmmtm'Mii Mw/mmm*. 

*^4t C-mnter^T^XP^lZ', ».Tkrc& hrr.4r#4 of ,-fchs rAr tv.rAiwib >m£tQ '^'iVl^d-

when massed a r t i l l e r y f i r e f e l l on h i s assembly area . The 

enamy s t i l l launched h i s counter -a t tack but was unsuccessful . 

Jt %W,UlvtH.JfKl *V*m>*l**l**l*.W*+l1**t»IMHI 

U l»¥:t< i'• > f f't- M • i flit* 04l\»l' / . ,1 

wounded with him. Here the enomy began to show even g rea te r 

despera t ion , as many attempted to evacuate the Island by swimming 

Some of these were taken pr i soner ; some were destroyed by 

s t r a f i n g planes . 

On 26th of february Hook force l o s t the 3rd Ba t t a l i on , Mth 

in fan t ry who departed from the Island for another operat ion. 

They wore re l ieved by the 2nd Ba t t a l ion , 161et Infan t ry of t h e 

88th Divis ion. TYio 3rd Ba t t a l i on , 554th Infant ry ha4 k i l l ed over 

800 Japs, holding Malinta Hi l l for ten days. 

The 1s t Bat ta l ion supported by two tanks continued t o advance 

down the t a i l of the island* Sin^e t h i e was the f i r s t occasion 
.M/ . IC w*WI>Mhr***»0Wiii'i**M IHI'WHI'* t* I ,/. f><*isiH>l<fr i iifi I'ltHtHi,4f "•' frl'/'^tr't t.+* •m»rti i$i*#it»>****>+ 4w*>- <>>»»."*/*•"•' »'••*>*> »»'H*,,/ - / , * i/i.'fKif >ni,i'*t<i'i*mtt-n*. „»• i "7 H0*>,/**r*i,>, ,/>.niwr t.j^*u*tj0miH M1hn>tr nitt. 

that troope of the 603rd had employed the tank Infantry team, 

they experienced considerable difficulty in tank Infantry 

coordination. Advances on the 25th were preceded by air strikes 

and artillery concentrations. Destroyers of the Navy were sitting 

in the bay on a "Let us fire basis". By the end of the day, our 

troops were at a line running from OAVAIBY H)INT to MOHXEY POINT. 

(See Map H) 
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Baring the flay, a C-4? dusted the Island wiwh DM* to K i l l 

some of tho mil l ions of f l i e s which swarmed over everything:. 

The surrender l e a f l e t s dropped e a r l i e r were t a :ing effect as 

^ tenwPJg^iwere, oajHurer) t &nd-. ̂ a p . . © £ . . 4 h ^ ^ * - ^ ^ "v— 

•*• •"#ayt"•,h^a^,bur.»TeB of leaf le t s" on the i r body, (67) 

On the morning of the £6thf the enemy again resorted to 

ma&b h a r i - o a r i . As tho 1st Bat ta l ion was wait ing for an 

a r t i l l e r y concentrat ion to l i f t , the Jap- blew an underground 

ammunition dump at MONICSY POIJTT* (3eo Map IT) I t waa a t e r r i f i c 

explosion, k i l l i n g some lf;0 of his own troops and k i l l i n g or 

•^,wpw*dl»fj 19B- from tho l<dt- a;nu -̂ acfl Bu'«mTone, ' So" great wao"'the 

explosion, that stones f e l l on tho destroyer 2000 yards out in 

the bay. The 3rd Bat ta l ion Immediately pushed through the 1st 

Bat ta l ion and pot not for tho expected counter-a t tack which 

d i d n ' t m a t e r i a l i s e . Bvary aid man and doctor on the Island wan 

needed to oare for the inJuried and dying in the 1st Battallon# 

More t r anspor t a t ion was called up as the ambulance which was 

support ing the a t tack was crushed by a huge boulder. In l/2 

the des t royers were ashore and helping with the in ju r i ed . (68) 

The 3rd Bat ta l ion pushed on down the island under sca t te red 

rea i s t anoe and reaohed the extreme east end at 1600 hours on 27 ! 
., . r 

February. (69) COKKBGIDOR had now returned to i t s own. I t was ! 

estimated tha t 300-500 Japs were l e f t on the i s l and . The des t ruo- i 

t ion of the remainder of these pest was l e f t to the 3rd Bat ta l ion 'I 

on the east and the 2nd Bat ta l ion on Topside. The 1st Bat ta l ion I 

was reorganizing on Topside# 
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lmerionn troops were now awaking a l l over the is land. »A r 

the f i r s t rtny Bineo 2.̂  .7*pU..,.w h ^ B - - . - -
• U"J'*? "wCS «i« not tall on th* TBia«d 

M - - •«• (A, * * •*» ( A A A VJ ^ 

"3 a,ie(i along tne water! in« „„~„~ -~ ..... . 
- _..... vu u o m u u n i n g u p 

continued. More caves nnA +»nr.^a 

e caves and tunnels were scaled as the las t 
remaining Jape wore ferreted out of th«ir. mni« , 4 1 

uuc ox tneir mole-like oxietenoo. 
On 2nd Mnroh the 3rd a D n l . r e r ^ - * . ^ ^ , ,.m.,.<w.fc ••< 

" ' m i - ^ - ^ iii-at ^craohate" Segment in ^ 7 7 * '," " 
"ULJ-mont in the U.S. Army, General 

MaoArthur returned to CORPEGlww w« -«-,< * . 
^^'•^•OTH. H e reoommended the T>OO!C Fore* 

'•»#m>*mmm,>.:v» ***>,»•/mt&mtvft 

for the Presidential Unit ni***4A« u, ^ 
jmz Citation, which was a f i t t i 'prmwxtM'*rtSf 'Tffo'WzlT* 
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The ROT remained on OORMKDQR unt i l 8 March, during which 
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time they continued to mop up and a&* « n „ ^ 
«wi» up ana get equipment in ehape. 

* ^ ' ^ « » « o 1 f force had recaptured thie heavily 
fort i f ied laland from aot>royim«,f«i« A ^A^ » 

«B approximately 6,000 Jape. 0ur foroee had 

» « « * no OA „ . w . m . n . 0 M V ha(1 Mffore(I 4 m Muntea 

« « » « . . .no f o r U f l o a t l o n . , . x p . „ « „ g „ o m . 1 7 t 8 M , f ' 
•lv©«# (71) 

Buying tht Unding and the fighting that followed, the Mry 
hMc rf-*-. MUM* *>••»?§ vHiymtt **>' nfaMMm *~simrt, 1,am rTOrfcJ» of 5-inch, and 1600 

roun-ie of 6-inch ^munition at target , on the leland. They also 

fired l , 2 0 0 rocketa to aupport the amphihioua landing. These 

figurea do not count the extanalva fi*.« #«««. «-. v ^ 
wstanaive r ire from PT boata patroling 

the fortress . (72) 
....,., 
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(70) A-10 
(71) Peraonal knowledga 
(72) A-9, p. 60 
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The a i r arm also rendered great se r r i ee iu Between t h e 

landing on 15 February, and the c lose of the eampalga* 40? s o r t i e s 

wore flown* During t h i s time 466 500-pound demolition bombs were 

dropped* 55 f500 gal lons of napalm was dropped and 3B0.000 rounds 

. ., A,f oal ib^r .50 expended. (73) 

Prom Phase I t h rough phase 1^ < « I 

over 6,000 rounds of a l l t.ype s h e l l s , and expended 3E0f000 rounds j 

of #50 ca l i be r ammunition* (74) I 

ANALYSIS AID CRITICISM ! 
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1# PRIOR TRAIKIHS 

The small unit training of both the oorabat and servioe 
#***«* *„.**.,^^Htmmr'-mH,*^:, . • -'•<••<* ••<>.<«>• .-..- „ : - , , . . „ . „»,...« .. .•„.,. „ , ,..»..,. , t.fjtytil, »*, 11 I 

elements of the HOT while on MIHBOBO'p'ttifi off* This w&*rparfcia*' 

ularly so during the first few days after the drop on Topside* 

Here you will remember all elements of the ooramand wore engaged 

with the enomy* Another plaoe where prior training paid off was 

when infantrymen were shifted to the howitzers and functioned aa 

a member of the gun teanu 

2* C00RPIMT10H AHD OOOPlSRATIOir 

The olose and efficient support reeeived by the Infantrymen 

Hu/J' " 

in t h i s show, was accomplished by the many personal oontaois . 

and the cooperat ive s p i r i t of a l l the services* Probably the 

sentiment attaohed to the recapture of OORREGIPOR helped• At 

any r a t e i t was fchare* Whan an- infant ry Commander has des t royers 

s tanding by begging for a f i r e mission and heavi ly armed a i r o r a f t 

c i r c l i n g overhead wanting to get in to the f igh t , c e r t a i n l y one 

eould say tha t was cooperation* l-hen a scsw&ander, through h i s 

(7S) A-9f p# 61 
( H ) A-8f pt XI 
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Whsn the Rook Force commander requested that his l e t | 
Battalion be brought in bv watar *.«*>,<,*. +v v I 

e 7 W a T e r rat^-ei- than by parachute, he j 
was aware of the M-"'••<•»& * + «nm * v . i A . 

" *"• - TOnl* *»-to g«t-*he Batiaixon on "" 1 
^ x u ^ ^ v l t aiuox nie onange in plana* Th« * * r - *-

& ^ i a r -* The *-* oi tne XI corps, 1 
-•are of « , . 3 0 P o f t h e 5 0 S d > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
his movement of the Ba.tt«Hnn -p*^ a 

vn« .na^-uaiion from San Maroelino Rlr-piAiA *~ I 
SUBIC BAY. 5he F a Vy aware of the change in plans had ICVPS \ 
waiting for the Battalion at the Beach. The Battalion was I 
loaded, on APDs and.a f l naM .at eesxa&lVGR o -a l^- , l f w w „ a^^.:-, ,-

they had flown over the island and dropped their bundles. 

(See Map E for distance) 

oontro! a u r l o e t h e J n n p bjr th<> 0 ( J o t r o l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

m»ber of troop, to Mt t h . . M l l j™, fUU. „ t < f e l t t h l B 

wa. one of the . . . t important aepeot. of t h . air drop. 

When one f irst loot , at OWOOTBR. to I n r a r l . ^ ral)B)> . „ , ; 
•' " i 

**m**m:«»*tj., - • u/-i'^^MKM*m >&***•*•/ 

•here airborne troop, oouia l a e m p l o J r e i l „,„, ^ f l n a a ^ ^ ^ 

« laree a. tho.e pr..oribea In f I e l a manual, for t h . dropping 

of airborne troop., i f the C o m b e r w i n * * . the oaioulat. . j 

rlelc an. orop * i tralnen troop. rtth t h . ma^lmu. a,^r. . , « "" !"" i 

. o . t » l . th l . typ, of operation oan b . . u o c . f n ! . I n t h l 3 t y p . \ \ 

of operation, t h . oommanJer must « p i o l t t h . prlnoipl. of . „ - f ! 
prifie to the maximum degree. j 
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6 . SHORTAGE OF MEDICAL KDRBOfflTSL 
tifiriTrrww-n*11 ' " ' 

i lealaal personnel of the combat tsam worked day and night 

for t he f i r s t f«w a^ys of the* operation* They were augmented 

by as many men as could b© spared from fiegiraetital Headquarters 

and Service Company* Maximum eff ic iency was gained by pooling 

™«, *.„..,,*̂ ,.~*,̂ i3_ m^^i'O'al'̂ 'P'̂ X'ts^nii'el* "?h.& jfe&le'&l 2€€ti'-$&-still oov.!9. .p^t:..Jcu#u„,. 

up with t h e i r work* Addit ional personnel are a must for future 

operat ions where c a s u a l t i e s w i l l run high and means of evacuation 

are doubtful* 

W 
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Our troops, throughout the campaign* followed close upon the 

heels of rolling barragesf or assaulted a position immediately 

Uft^T ¥%i'St"i:'&p.- C f •'Ste^'&i'' fc&gfirT&v **!f&3& , &&&&*&£kM~W#H^^ \#)4**mff*>. 

the same system was used, most of the time the napalm would still 

be burning, and the enemy would be caught just emerging from his 

caves and tunnels© Often he would still be groggy and away from 

his gun positions* 

S* POSITION OP TEE SUPPORT AST) THZ RB3BR7B PTJRIJ6 THE ATTACK 

During the attack down the narrow eastern end of the Island, 

the 3rd Battalion followed close behind the 1st Battalion* All 

tJJ *-.«y-u».«t». . > . n > m ..' 

imaiXTTO uK §1TCJ - - *<rf' ~ r w i "&fraflrw -weaMr-bar'̂  »»»e#" -fey • • t-h &-4<@ t- - - Bs t t aXlo uu. -

and were taken care of by the 3rd Bat ta l ion and i t s engineers* 

When the 1s t Ba t ta l ion was so severely jo l t ed by the MOHESY POIFT 

explosion, t he 3rd Bat ta l ion Commander was so close he could see 

the d isorganiza t ion in the i a i BattallOu sector* So ^ras able to 

immediately push through and pr§p&r*i for counter-at tack* Had t h e 

•nemy lanr»<*h*a * eountar -a t taok a f t e r the explosion, i t i s doubt­

ful i f I t would h*vt iuoe ted t i* 
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9« IHIPAKTRY TAUT CTiAM TRAISIlfG 

During the push down the eas tern end of the Island by the 

l e t and 3rd B a t t a l i o n s , the two tanks on tho is land woro used 

ex tens ive ly . During t he f i r s t aays f i gh t ing , maximum eff ic iency 

was not gained in the employment of these weapons* This was due 

to lack of p r io r t r a i n i n g in t h i s type .of; JKJWJ&WP̂ C--: Af*nr.*.h». ~ 

•fiowtrtttfytnexperiences, the Tank Infant ry team began to c l i c k , 

10. SgggJAXISTS 

The Japanese troops on Corregidor were disposed to repe l an 

type of assau l t had cost them in 1942* Theirs was a good defense* 

To i l l u s t r a t e the effect iveness of t h i s defense, l e t us look at 

phase I I of the operation* The ,34th la.njflj&d...ustA*?~th&-^ypvr^T^':., 

— f i r * of one Bat ta l ion from Topside on commanding ground. A 

tremendous rocket and naval gunfi re preparat ion preceded t h e i r 

assaul t* Their c a s u a l t i e s were heavy in both men and equipment. 

On the following day, when the 1st Bat ta l ion attempted to land on 

the same beach, they were driven off* Destroyers had to come in 

c lose to s i l e n c e these guns covering the beaoiu There were now 

on the is land to cover the landing of the 1st Ba t ta l ion th ree 

ba t ta l^n^combat ;-t,fgseA,,. Tjm.lMM^MB^-t^-^^-wBB^ptim^ *&6Wii'8n' 

the beach 32 hours after the first airborne troops had landed en 

the Island, from these facts, it can be assumed, that the casual* 

ties for storming San Jose beach without friendly troops on Top­

side, would hAv* hmmn f*r greater th&u the heavy injuries 

received during the two airborne drops. 
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1* All men in a paraohute unit must be trained t© fight, 

employing any weapon in the organisation* 

\ 2. Close coordination and cooperation featuring &» personal 

oontaot is necessary for a truly successful combined arms assault* 
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•8* $§g£ '#£Itl» ..M^pAXMns: &&i$»»3rG@& 

f l e x i b i l i t y t o an opera t ion . 

4* Control , e i t h e r in the a i r or cm the ground, must fee 

present during the dropping of parachute t roops and equipment in 
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a restricted area* 

5* Airborne troops can be employed in seemingly impossible 

areas if the troops are well trained, the drop controlled, and 
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-e^mae^-a?, w i l l i n g to take the . .calculated r isk, 
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6. Medical detachment must have additional personnel assigned 

for future operations* 

7. Attacking troops, should follow a rolling barrage or an 

airstrilce as close as possible, to eateh the enemy before he can 

reman his positions, and while he is still groggy* 

8* The support pi reserve should follow closely behind the 

Assault Unit, to mop up and to be in a position to exploit gainsf 

or to be committed quickly when needed* 

9* Parachute troops should have training with tanks to per-

feot Tank infantry team work* 

10* By employing special troops in the role they are trained 

and equipped to perform, the overall casualties for an operation 

will be lee§* 
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