ataff Department
THE INFANTRY S3CHOOL
Fort Benning, Georglsa

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1949-1950 »

OPFERATIONRS OF COMPANY F, 314th INFANTRY REGIMENT,
79th DIVISION, IN THE CROSSING OF THE 3EINE ARD
EXPANSION OF THE MANTES BRIDGEHEAD, 20-28 AUGUST 1944
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

Lieutenant Colonel John G. Tinker, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO 2



TABLE OF CONTENTS
, : Page

INDEX scoosnsasaasosansasesscosssssosascsssscnssccces 1
" BIBLYOGRAPHY . ccvevesssoncccscccsscsssssscssssanassnsns
ORIENTATION . 2sscecesccssesesesscscscsnsncsessssscnsos
Introduetlon.ceaecesorsnonceassosscsccscscacss
The General SltuatioN...ceeecsccecescssscscans
XV Corps 31tuation..........................;.
Disposition and Plan of the 79th Division.....
Disposition and Plan of the 314th Infantry....

QO O 1 O & W W P

Battalion Pl8N.sssecsscscccorcssenccnconsconas
‘KﬂMﬂwu“”““““““”“"“"“u“""uu.w
ARALYSIS ARND CRITICISM.csvssesecaccsccssssssassnnsse 20
IESSONS o eeseosessocssccssessconssasncnansssssssansns 23
MAP A General Situation |
MAP B Terrain at Mantes Gassicourt

MAP C Route of Advance, 27 - 28 August



A-G

A-10

A-11

A-12

A-13

A-1h

A-15

A-16

BIBLIOGRAFEY

The wer in western Eurcpe, Part I (June to December 194%4)
Department of Military Art and Englneering

U. 8. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y., 1949

(713 Library)

Report of Operations, 20 October 1943 - 1 Auguat 1943
First United States Army (Not Dated (TIS Library)

?14th Infantry Regiment Eistory (Through Combat;
Personal possession of the author) (HNot Dated

The war, fifth yesr, Edgar MeInnis, 1945 (TIS Library)

A Record of the War, Twentieth Quarter, Phillp Graves
(Kot Dated) (TIS Library)

Report of Operations, 1 August 1944 - 22 February 1945
First U. 8. Army (Not Dated) (TIS Library)

Unit Journal, August 1944, 3143th Infantry Regiment
79th Division (Not Dated) (TIS Library§

After Action Report, August 194% - May 1945
Third U. S. Army (Not Dated) (TIS Library)

The Cross of lorraine, 79th Infantry Division, June
1942 - Dec 1945
(Personal possession of the suthor)

Report of the Supreme Commander to the Comblned Chiefs
of Staff on the Operations in Europe of the AEF,
6 June 1944 - 8 May 1945 (Not Dated) (TIS Library)

Crossing the Selne, 79th Infantry Division
D-192 Film, Ttem 1182-a (TIS Library)

Unit Journal, August 1944, 314th Infantry Regiment
D-308 Film, Item 3209 (TIS Library)

Battle Experiences, 31 August 1944
ABF 1944-1945 (TIS Library)

Immediate Report, 28 August 1944
AEF 1944-1945 (TI8 Library)

Action against the enemy, reports after, 31 July 1944 -
10 Mey 1945, XV Corps (TIs Library)

Strategy of the Campalgn in western Europe, 1944-1945
Study #1 USFET General Board (TIS Library



OPERATIORS OF COMPANY F, 314th INFANTRY REGIMENT,
79th DIVISION, IN THE CROSSING OF THE SEINE AND
EXPANSION OF THE MANTES BRIDGEHEAD, 20-28 AUGUST 1944,
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander )

' ORTENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of Gompany_F,
314th Iafantry Regiment, 79th Division in the corossing of
the SEINE RIVER and the expanaion of the MANTES bridgehead,
20-28 August 1944,

To orient the reader and better explain the operatioen,
this study will cover brierlf-ths actions of the dlvision
prior to the crossing of the SEINE.

The division landed on French soil the lith of June
19%% or D plus 8 snd were first committed at CHERBOURG. (1)
Successive committments were at 1A HAYE DU PUITS (2) and
the ST LO-PERIERS highway line. (3)

At the breakthrough of Normandy the division vas &
part of VIII Corps; First Army and remained as such until
the 28th of July wvhen it became a part of Third Army and
vas delegated to support the 6th Armored Division in its
mad dash to eut off the BREST peninsula. (%)

On the 34 of August'tha division was transferred to
XV Corps where it was to remaln until fhe 28th of August. |
(5) Protecting the right flank of the Third Army gone the
division wheeled east to aid in repatriating the cities of
FOUGERES, LAVAL, and LEMANS, not to mention the smaller towns
that welcomed the Cross of Lorralne Division.
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On the 12th of August the division moved to LA MELE SUR -
SARTHE where it helped close the southern plncer of the
FALATSE pocket. (6)

Following the FAIATSE incident the division was alerted
for VERSAILIES and PARIS and dreams of the GI's were high.
Too high in fact as the division was ordered to swing north
and seize MANTES-GASSICOURT, & c¢lty about 40 miles northwest
of PARIS, to cut off the escape route for.those Germans that
had eluded the FAIAISE pocket. (7)

With the S5th Armored Division on the left and the 79th
on the right in the Corps area, the routes to MANTES were
explolited and on the evening of 18 August, elements of the
division were overlooking the SEINE. (8) From the heights
west of the river 1t was apparent that no bridges were left
1ntac£; however, a patrol from Company A of the 314th diad
cross the next day to confirm that there were Jerries on
thet side.- (9)

On the evening of 19 August, Lt. Gen. GEORGE S, PATTON,
Third Army Commander, visited the division sector with Maj.
Gen. IRA T. WYCHE, the Commanding General of the 79th, and
a few hours after General PATTOK'S departure from the ares
the division was ordered to force a river crossing before
morning. (10)

THE GENERAL SITUATIOR

The general situation as of the night of 19-20 August

was as follows: (See Map A.) In the Third U. 3. Army zone,

the XV Corps, comprising the 5th Armored Division apd the

6_ A-g, io EE
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79th Infantry Division, was in the northeast sector, with
the 5th Armored on the left and the 79th Division on the
right, with both divisions along the SEINE RIVER line.
Further to the south and southyest of PARIS, three combat
command teams of the 7th Armored Division (XX Corps) vere
echeloned northwest to southeast from RAMBOUILLET, ST.
ARNOULT to ETAMPES. While further to the southeast, the
5th Infantry Division (XX Corps) was at MALSHEREES, and
elements of the 4th Armored Division (XII Corps,) and the
80th Infantry Division (V Corps) were to the southeast of
CHARTRES. (11) _

To the north and west of the Third Army were the Firat
U. S. Army and the British 21st Army Group. To the south,
the only known unlt was the German 16th Infantry Division. (11)

Confronting the units of the Third Army mentioned above
were the known German units disposed from north to south;
the 2d SS Armored Division opposite the 5th Armored Division;
the 18th GAF and the 49th Infantry Division opposite the
79th U. 8. Division; the 325th Infantry Division across from
the 7th Armored Division; the 6th Parachute Infantry Division
opposite the 5th Division; and the 48th Division and elements
of the 338th Division opposing the 4th Armored Division
(minus) end the 80tk Division (minus). (11)

Third Army's plan was for XV corps.(Tgth.Inrantry Division
and 5th Armored Division and supporting troops) to secure and
hold the bridgehead east of the SEIRE at MANTES-GASSICOURT,
deny the use of crossing sites to the enemy as far north as
LOUVRES until relieved by First Army, and be prepared to
advence east from MANTES or southeast, west of the SEINE. (12)

Ell £E,F. T
A" » P'I 36



XV Corps ordered the 79th to cross and secure the bridgehead
at MANTES-GASSICOURT with the objective of denying the routes
to PARIS and the east in general to the elements of the
German Army who had escaped from the FAILAISE pocket. (13)
5th Armored was to hold the west bank of the river line.

THE XV CORPS SITUATION

The condition of the troops was good at thls time;
morale was at s high level. Losses from the start of the
breakthrough in Normandy had been low and the terraln ahead
was a welcome sight in comparison to hedgerows of the previous
weeks. Supplies were sharply becoming a problem, for the
fast moving columns were outrunning the efforts of the supply
groups in the resr, meking 1t difficult for them to maintain
a normal supply rate. Supplies of 1st and 3d class nature
were especially low; however, this condition was alleviated
by the first airborne shipment of supplies in the army srea:
twenty-one C-47's landing 47 tons of Class I and 3 supplies
near LE MANS on the afternoon of the 19th. LE MARS wés
approximately 100 miles to the rear of the 79th position. (1%)

The morale of the enemy in mid-August was distinctly
lower than it had been the month before. This was revealed
by the PW's who passed through the Allied cages. A lack of
determination was particularly noticeable smong the infantry,
whose outlook, for the moat part, was one of bewilderment and
helple;sness, produced by the rapldity of the Allled movements
and overwhelming superiority in equipment (both on the ground

and in the air), and by the German's own loss of arms and

-9, P- 87
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transport, which left them without the necessery means of
mounting an adequate defense. Only in those younger officers
in whom the Nazl spirit was strongest was there a feeling

of German invincibility. (15)

The terrain in this area waz of & rolling type, heavily
wooded in parts, but with an abundance of roads leading in
all directions. Across the SEINE from MANTE3S, the land rose
abruptly 433 feet from the river to form & plateau from
which the enemy could command the ground to the west for
10-15 miles. (See Map B.) The weather was variable; bright
sunny days predominsting, with an occasional rain whieh,
though dampening the spirits of the men, had no ill effects
on the operations. (16)

DISPOSITION AND PIAN OF THE. 79TH INFANTRY DIVISION

The position of the 79th was & precarious one, with
German units to the east capable of organized counterattacks
and possible envelopment from the north. Their position
might be described best by & statement made by LEE MeCARDELL,
wvar correspondent on the scene, "The 79th's position is 1ike
a stubby finger sticking into enemy territory,"” while a
commentator 1n the U. S. lauded the 79th as a "burr under
the German's saddle." (17)

The disposition of the 79th was as follows: the 313th
had passed beyond MANTES and north to ﬁbLLEBOISE vhere it
found a cat walk at a dam site which 1t was ordered to |
destroy; however, demolitions to do so effectively were not
avallsble, which was fortunate as we shall see later. The
314th was at MANTES-GASSICOURT, while the 315th was at HOUDAN,_
20 miles southwest of MANTES. (18) -

I8}y A-10, P. D1
16) Personal knowledge
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After receiving the Corps order to cross the 3EINE,
the plan of the division was for the 313th to cross the cat
valk beglnning at 0120 and secure the high ground near VETHEUIL.
(19) The 314th was to cross at MANTES after dawn with the
ald of Company B, 304th Engineers and 76 assault boats, and %o
disperse along the black top road leading from LIMAY to
FONTENAY-S?. PERE. The 315th ves to move from HOUDAN as soon
as possible to strengthen the crossing site. (20) A 40-ton
treadway bridge was ordered from the 5th Armored Division and
pPlaced at LORGNE3 where Corps Engineers were to obtain 1t and
construct a crossing at a ferry site near ROSNY-SUR-SEINE. (21)
DISPOSITION AND PIAN OF 314TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

On the 19th of August the 314th Infantry wvas located on
the high ground west of the SEINE, overlooking MANTE3-
GASSICOURT, with the lst Battalion in the left of the regimental
sector, the 2d Battalion on the right and the 34 Battalion in
reserve. In compliance with the division order to cross the
SEINE, the Regimental Commander chose to put the 314th across,
with lst Battalion leading, followed by 3d Battallon, and
2d Battalion in that order. (22) After crossing the river
the lst and 34 Battalions were to swing east and take up
positions along the black top road connecting LIMAY and
FONTENAY-ST. PERE, with 34 Battalion on the right and 2d Bat-
talion in division reserve behind the 34, protecting the
right flani of the regimental sector. (23)

BATTALION PIAN
The 2d Battalion plan was for G Company to cross the river
followed by H, P, and E Companies in that order. Immediately

!
8
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following reorganization, the battalion was to move up the
black top road leading from DENNEMONT to FOLLAIRVILLE, svwerve
to the right behind the 3d Battallon and be prepared to
support the 3d Battalion in event of & counterattack. (24)

{(24) Personal knowledge



NARRATIOR

The 314th began their crossing at 0825 on the 20th,
and completed the movement at 1100. (25) Upon galning the
east bank of the SEINE, the units of the 314th reorganized
and carried ouﬁ their plans with the 1lst Battallion on the
left and 3d on the right moving towards the rosd running
north from LIMAY. In thelr advance they came upon small
gfoups of Germans and from 1500 to 1930 some skirmishes took
place; however, they were ln positions along the road at
2130. (26) The 2d Battalion, in reserve, moved from DENNEMONT
to the high ground east of FOLLAINVILIE where 1t could best:
support the assault battalions. (27) The few remaining
hours of daylight were used to dig 1in and 1n some cases
improve those positions vacated by the Germans in their hasty
retreat. The night was quilet except for an occaslonal artillery
shell lobbed over from, first, the Jerry positions and then
by friendly artillery. It 1s interesting to note that in
the area surrounding the Regimental CP (the high ground to
the east of MANTES-GASSICOURT), a total of five 88mm guns and
eight multiple 20mm guns, with plenty of ammunition, were
found. They c¢ould have made the landings falrly interesting
if there had been any crews to man them, but the Germans had
squandered their one opportunity, evidently counting on a
breathing spell of several days patrol activity before the
79th would cross in force. (28)

To further harass the enemy, there was the englneer

bridge, a massive 40-ton affalr, 565-feet long, which had

25) A-3, P. 29
26 A-9, Po 48
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been completed late on the 20th. This had enabled the
regiments to move their organic vehlcles across. On the
21st, Corps and division artillery moved ae¢ross the bridge,
which, at the time, had become & top prierity for the
Luftwaffe; however, our ack-ack crews gave them more than
they could stand and the score at the end of thé day was 11
enemy planes down and the bridge intact. (29) |

On the 21lst a group of approximately 150 Germans was
sighted approaching the town of LIMAY from the direction of
GUITRANCOURT, (30) vhereupon the 2d Battalion CO designated
FOX Company the mission of greeting them, for artillery fire
from the 311th Field Artillery Battalion had failed to dils-
courage them., After a hurried trip with the platoon leaders
to LIMAY and a quick estimate of the situation, it was decided
to send the lst and 3d Platoons on the two roads leading
from LIMAY, the 3d@ Plateon to take thé road bordering the
river. The 2d Platoon was to follow the 1lst Platoon on the
main road. Both assault platoons had & section of tanks
attached, and, in addition, an antitenk platcon was attached to
the company for the missiocn. 1In approdching the outskirts of
LIMAY, the lst Platoon was fired upon by small-calibre automatic
weapons, evidently the advance party of the German column. The
riflemen dispersed and the lead tank in the column moved up to
vhere it could spray the position with its machine gun fire
and 75mm gun, and the results were a handful of frightened
PW's. (31) A limiting line hed been assigned the company
beyond which it was not to pass, as the 3d Béttalion of thg

gagi A-3, P. 30

(30} A-3, P. 30
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315th was to pass thrbugh and block all territory to the right
of the 314th Infantry and the SEINE. This limiting line or
polint waé a hydro-electric station, approximately one mile
southeast of the town. It.was planned to bulld a skirmish
line at that point to welcome the enemy, but, before reachlng
the plant and before the enemy had come in sight, the forward
observer that was with company headquarters and who had been
reconnoitering to higher ground on the left of the hlghway,
rediced and asked permission to fire on the column. Permlasion
was granted, and after the first ad justment had been made
by the forvgrd observer and time fire was effected, the Germahs
decided against entering LIMAY. At 1900 on that day, the
company was relieved by elements of the 315th Infantry and
again joined the 2d Battzllion in reserve behind the 34 Battalion.
At 2030 that night, the 1st Battellon was subjected to
a vicious attack, the first real counterattack thrown againgt
the regiment by the enemy, and the_2d Battzlion was alerted
for action. Troops of the 36th GAF Regiment, (18th GAF
Division) fresh from Holland, supported by five Tiger Royals,
drove back a 30-man outpost of Company A and only after
murderous artillery barrages by the division artillery, plus
30 batteries from Corps, was the attack stopped. The infantry-
men were somewhat jittery the remainder of the night and many
a round was fired at shadows. (32) Being in reserve was ideal
in the minds of the 24 Battalion, but this thought was soon
abandoned with the expectation at any moment of orders to move

to some part of the regimental zone to reinforce an assault

32 2-3, F. 30
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battalion. The Jerries were probing for a weak spot to
regain the river line and the division was determined to
hold.

The 22d was uneventful for the 2d Battalion and
administrative details were brought up-to-date. Of course,
thls wvas done plecemeal, a3 once in a vhile a Jerry shell
would lob over to keep the troops awake as well as to remind
them that a war was still on.

On the morning of the 23d, an enemy force with four
tanks hit the 34 Battalioﬁ gector and forced ITEM Company
back, ﬁt vhich time 24 Battalion was salerted. However, the
enemy tanks were stingy in their support of the infantry
and pulled back to their assembly areas. Company I regrouped
and, with Company B of 749th Tank Battalion supporting
them, gurprised the enemy as they were taking Inventory of
the captured American equipment; results, 65 PW's. (33)

The remainder of the dsy was comparatively quiet for:Fox
Company and practically everyone vas occupied in cleaning
equipment, improving foxholes and some even shaved.

At 0600 on the 24th, the XV Corps was put under First
Army control (34) but no change in the situation accompanied
the switch, except that the 5S5th Armored Division, minus re-
connaissance forces, which were left in the VERNON area, (35)
withdrev. The 314th units were occupled laylng antitank mines
and stringing wire for the next Jerry attack, which vas felt
sure to come. The Luftwaffe, which had made 1tself scarce the

past couple of days, worked over the 3d Battalion sector, and

33 A= F] .
35) A-6, P. 20
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2d Battalion was alerted for an expected breakthrough in
that area. The enemy falled to bother the 314th but hit
the 313th sector only to be repulsed agein. At midnight
there was a small-sacale attack in the 314th area, but that
was 8lso thrown back with the ald of artillery. (36)

The 25th found the enemy grouping for a show~downrso
it was comparatively quiet. Psatrols sent out from the regiment
confirmed this bit of G-2 information and the day was wvell
apent preparing for.that moment when the Jerries declded to
attack. On the 26th at 1630, a battalion of infantry emerged
from the woods east of QUITRANCOURT and hit Company B hard
while five tanks struck further to the right in the battallon
sector. In the 3d Battalion area, precisely at the same time,
en attack was made by infantry unsupported by tanks inﬂa |
maneuver that resulted in practically wholesale slaughter for
the enemy, with artillery, 57mm guns, and rifle fire blasting
their stubborn attempts to regroup. (37) The tanks in
Company B sector were railaing havec; knocking out two anti-
tank guns, four jeeps and a 1 1/2-ton truck. It took the
combined efforts of the infantry, artillery, and tank destroyers
to repulse the Heinles and send them back minus two Tiger
Royals. (38) Included in the offensive of the CGermans on
this attack was theilr use of the Neﬁelwerfer, the first re-
ceived since CHERBOURG. {39) Orders were received from XV
Corps at this time that the bridgehead was to be expanded

and plans were as follows: the 79th was to attack on the left

36)] A-3, P. 31
37! A-3, P. 31
38} 4-3, P. 31
39) A-9, P. 49
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with the 30th Infantry Division (which was teo cross the
SEINE on the morning of the 27th) on the right. (40) The
ettack was to be launched at 1600 on the 27th with limited
objectives for each unit. Plans were made for the 30th
Division, which was to form the Corps right flank on the new
drive, to take over the 315th Infantry sector to the south-
east and the 315th slid left, infiltrating intc the 314th's
3d Battalion ares on the 314th Regiment's right. Relleved
by'this maneuver, the 3d Battalion moved to &n assembly aresa
200 yerds south of FONTENAY-ST PERE and wheeled up on the
24 Battalion's right for the jump-off of the new attack,
which was.to move out from the lst Battslion's line. The
lst Battalion was to be in regimental reserve. |

In the 24 Battalion sector, Company F was to attack on
the right with ¢ Company on the left, supported by s plateon
of tenks. FOX Company's objective was BEIIXL 192, vwhich rose
to & height of 320 feet above the level of the line of
departure and was quite heavily wooded. (3ee Map C.} The
most unsatisfactory portion of the sector was the flat bpen
space of 800 yards that confronted the unit the moment it
left the line of departure. It was felt that the enemy, with
any defense at all, could make it rqugh for whoever attempted
to cross the open ground., The company plan was for lst and
3d Platoons to be the assault platoons; the 1st on the laft
and the 24 in support, with the machine gun seetions of the
weapons platoon attached. The 60mm mortars were to support

the attack from positions to the rear of the line of departure,

A-,Po 9
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along with the mortars of thé lat Battalion and then moﬁe
forward after the objective was taken. The platoons were to
move from the line of the woods that formed the line of
departure (see Map C ) 1n staggered columns ﬁnd to keep that
formation until fired upon. (41) After receiving the
battalion order from the Battalion Commander early on the
27th, a ground reconnaissance was made by the Company
Commanders, and elements of the lst Battalion, which was on
the line, were contacted to learn of the enemy dispesition,
if any exlisted. The Company Commander of Company F w&s

told that the sector to his front was qulet and devold of
any enemy as patrols had returned the previous night from that
sector. (42) This had a tendency to relieve the anxlety of
the commender who returned to meet with his platoon leaders
and issue the company order. The company was moved into a
forwerd assembly ares about 500 yards in reer of the line of
departure where extras smmunition was issued end last minute
instructions were given. The move to the line of departure
was started 30 minﬁtes prior to H-hour, but, although ample
time had beeq allowed, -the jump-off did not take place until
1605. This time lag vas due to the density of lst Battalion
troops who were preparing to evaéuate premaeturely instead of
waiting for the ssssult troops to pass through. COnsequentlj,
the company dld not fully benefit from the artillery pre-
peratory fires that was to help them on to the objective.

The advance had not proceeded 200 yards when intensive mortar

fire caused the men to seek cover that did not exist in that

1; Personal knowledge
42} Personel knowledge
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terrain., (43) The platoon leaders finally got the men to

- advance by bounds and the leading elements finally gained

the protection of the ditches on the side of the road that
cut dlagonally ascross the company sector. (See Map C.)

This road wes still some 350 yards from the edge of the woods
and small arms and sutomatic fire was added to that of the
high-angle weapons, which forced tlie men to take cover again,
The Company Headquarters Group had advanced to & spot some
200 yards west of the road and all attempts made by the
Company Commander to contact the assault platoon leaders

vere futile. It was his plan to have the men of the 3ad
Platoon advance by two's to a point in the rightAof the
company sector where a bit of woods jutted cut to glve some
protection and fire could be returned. (See Map C.) Not
having any success with the 536 radios, the Company Commander
contacted the Battelion S-3 and asked for some tenks to

help gain the wood's edge. He was granted this request, and
about 30 minutes later the platoon of tanks, which had
supported G Company's entrance into the woods, drew up beslde
the road across the company sector. With their machiné guns
spurting and 75's picking out pockets of resistance, the
assault platcons started to move. The wocd's edge was gelned
at 1745, (44) one hour and forty minutes after the jump-off,
but the enemy were not cleared as yet and were determined to
hold HIII 192 at all costs. The tanks were not on maneuvering
terrain, so were turned béck to battalion at this time., A

few FW's were taken at the edge of the woods and interrogatlion

iﬁ ; A-i, I- 38
h’a A""T; P. 38
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revealed that there was a company of infantry reinforced with
machine guns and mortars on HILL 192. (45)

This proved to be no understatement on the part of the
PW's, as the company, after reorganizing in the woods, moved
out with the 1lst and 34 Platoons in the assault positions,
and met strong resistance every foot of the way up the hill.
The advance was slow and considerable maneuvering was necessary
for the forward elements to place themselves whereby they
could rout the enemy. (46)

The company finally reached the objective at 2150 and
closed in along side G COﬁpany on its left and 3d Battallon
on its right. The woods behind were a tangle of splintered
trees, with dead Germans and their equipment strewn about
as if an unearthly storm had struck. After continuous
hammering by the barrages of the 79th Division Artillery, the
enemy artillery was either wrecked or pulling out to the
north. (47)

On the 28th, the 2d and 3d Battallons continued the attack
in the 314th sector with G and F Companies in the assault
positions 1n the 24 Battslion. The objective for the battalion
was Green Fhase Line (632688-649677) (see Map ¢ ), and an
intermedlate objective in the form of'the hill northwest of
DROCOURT for F Company was establlshed. The company jumped
off at 0800 and, meeting little resistance, was on 1ts
intermedlate objective at 1035. (48) With G Company along-
side and the battaliocn well ahead of adjacent units, it was

decided to wait for the line to straighten before advancing.

4531 A-T7, P. 39
46} Personal knowledge
¥7) aA-3, P. 31
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At 1420 artillery fire from the vicinlty of LESSEVILLE (to
the east) fell in the 24 Battalion area with no effective
results. (49) At 1600 the attack was resumed with minor
resistance on the part of the Germans. At 1800, having
reached the objective (Green Phase Line), the company stopped
and prepared positions for the night. (50)

Prisoners taken that day numbered amongst them a Jerry
lst Sergeant who was unfortunate enough to be taken with the ’
company roster in his possession. As each PW came before the
interrogator, his name was checked off the roster. The killed
and wounded were accounted for by this actlon and the morning
report was made out for that unit, but instead of beilng sent
to Personnel of Der Feuhrer, it went to Division ¢-2.. (51)

In the preceding week's actlon, F Company had done its
part in helping 79th Division to nearly deplete the 18th
GAF Division, which had been assigned the key job of defending
the routes to PARIS. The enemy had failed in 1its assignment
end had suffered extremely heavy losses in personnel and
equipment in the attempts to destréy the bridgeheéd and to

prevent the expansion. (52)

9 A"?, Po El
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ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

GENERAL

As was stated esrlier in this manuscribt, supplies of
lst and 34 class nature were especially low when the division
reached the 3EINE. With the 79th being in a position =3 1t was,
with all supply installations s¢ far to the rear, & large-
scale counter-offensive'by the enemy (had he been able to
organize one) could have cut off all contact with the rear and
ad jacent units that the division had, and the resulting
supply problem would heave bpen doubly criticel. As 1t was,
with the enemy disorganized and with the opening of the air
supply depot at LE MANS, the division and the Third Army
on the whole was relleved of a treﬁendous problem donfronting
the commanders,

PATROLLING

This phase of wvarfare is one of the most important. Units
relieving another unit should be able to gather near-
accurate information concerning the enemy to the front with
vhom the felieved unit has been in contact. Patrols that
returned with negative reports were too frequent in the past
war, and would lead one to beiieve that the extent of ﬁheif
ratrolling was not near any enemy iines or positions. It 1s
possible that the enemy abandoned prepared positions after dark
ohly to return during the daylight hours. In that case, combat
paﬁrols, or patrols to make contact, should be substituted for

reconnalssance patrols at night.
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EVACUATING PCSITIONS PRICR TO UNIT PASSTING THROUGH

The case of the elements of the lst Battalion evacuating

their front-line positions before the assault units passed

" through could cause more of a problem than that of delayling

those units crossing the line of departure. If the enemy had
timed thelr mortar'fires at that precise moment, due to
observed movement in the area, & maximum of casualties would
have resulted. The assault unit was above ground with no
cover avallable if needed. The relieved unit, by milling
around outside their prepared positions, did hold up the
assault platoons by creating cdnfusion.

KEEP MOVING

Units 1n the assault quite frequently have a tendency

" to hit the ground when subjected to mortar fire; whereas,

according to all-teaéhings, the best method is to advance
rapidly to get between the mortar fire and the enemy. By
hitting the ground immediately after the first few rounds land,
the soldier 1s inviting the enemy observer to zefo in on him,

Open terrain that offers no cover at all should be traversed

“rapldly, especlally by forward elements of the assault units,

as a battle-wise enemy, by shifting his fires beyond the
forward elements, could alsc subject the waiting echelons
to intense concentrations that would result in needless
casualties,

COMMUNICATION

The fact that the 536 radios falled to function properly

when needed most was & common occurrence, for various accounts

. have been sited where they falled, so this event was no exceptlon.

It is felt, however, that some improvement could be made to
give more reliable communications for Company Commanders and

platoon leaders.
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TANK SUPPORT

Any unit that has open ground in excess of 200 yards to
traverse should be given armored support in spite of advance
notice thet the area to the front is voild of enemy. A
coordineted attack by armor and infantry is ideal, in that
it gives the infantrymen moral support as well as a maximum
amount of fire support. The enemy, seelng armor accompanying
infantry, is not prone to expose himself, respecting the
shoek action of the armor. By getting across open terrain, the
infantry is forcing the enemy to fight on more even terms

and possibly on his exact position.
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1. Supply planning should include resupply of fast
moving units by air transport ir those units outrun the
supply lines.

3. All units should be trained in the importance of
patrolling to include reporting definite informetion
ureqni;éd for an operation.

3. Units that are to be reliened by another unit passing
through their lines ahould.st;; in position until the
relieving unit has cleared.

%77 A1 personnel should be taught to advance rapidly to
place themselves between the mortar fire and the enemy.

5. The 536 ‘radlos, even at short dlstances, should not
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be relied upon as a sole means of communication.
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6. Armor supporting infantry in open terrain gives the
infantryman the moral "boost" to keep him moving to the
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ob;gctine.
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