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THE CF2EATIONS OF TEE 112TE INFANTRY (28th INFANTRY DIVISION)
IN TEL HUPTGEM FOREST, GERIANY, 2 NOVEBER - 14 NHOVEMBIR 1944
(RFINIAND CAMPAIGN).
(Personal Zxperience of a Regimental Headquarters Company Commander)

INTRODUCTICN

In August ahd September of 1944 the American Legions which spearheaded
‘their way across France became blunted and had their points tﬁrned back
when they hit the Siegfried Iine} Germany's West wWall of steel and con-
crete forﬁq,which ihe German Engineers had built with their usual ﬁhorough-
ness; Thué due to the over-extended routes of communication and dwindling
supplles the 1%2%4 f;;netratlons of the defenses of the HFatherlandn
‘were forced to withdraw in the face of ever increasing opp051t10n. Con~
«sequently, the now famous "Fursuit Fhase" of ﬁOrld #Har JI was terminated
aﬁd the coordinated assault phase initiated. (1)

After the fall of Aachen the United 3tates First Army planned an
attack early in November on'Colégne and the Rhine Biver., (See Yap A)

This major attack_by VII Corps was to be precaded.by a preliminary assault
by V Corps on the road center at Fchmidt, uermany; securing the high
-ground northeast and southeast thereof; and seizing two large dams on
~ the Koer fiver northwest of Gemund, The imperativeness of this mission
was based on‘thé fact that the Germgns by systematically destroying or
controlling the sluice 'gates of the dams could flood fhe lower Doer Niver
Valley, éonséquently placing an obstacle in front of the aﬁtacking'VII_
Corps that would be extremely difficult and cogtly to sumount, It
was estimated that the blowing of tgese dams-would make the-Roef River
fo the norfh impasgsable from 3 to & weeks, (2)
Cnecet 0 on beginniy |

At the oencadvomews of this attack the front in the zone of V Corps
operations was held by trz US Gth Infantr5 Division whose llne extended
south from Schevenhutte through the Lurtgen and Rotgen Forests. In numer-
ous small operations this division had suffered heavy-casualties; therefore,
relief for rehabilitation and reorganization wasdeemed necessary so that

the unit could regain its full fighting effecﬂiveness( (3)

(1) A=1,Chap B3 (2) 4~1,7.3-b; A=3,F, 67; A=-k,F.282 (3) A=3, P. 66




TEE V CORPS PLANS FOR TEE ATTACK

The V Corps plan of operations was presented in Field Order Mumber
30, dated 21 Uctober 1944, and the supplementary orders and letters of
instruction that followed, In this blan the U3 28th Inféntry Division
would relieve the US 9th Infantry Division, The 28th Ihfantry Division
was then assigned the mission of seizing and securing the high ground in
the vieinity of Schmidt and Vossenacl and establishing contact with ViI
Corps on the north, The 28th Division would then attack southwest seizing
the general line: lammersdorf - Iollesbroich -‘Stﬁauch - Steckenborn so
that Combat Command Mim of the US 5th Armored Division with the Znd Tanger
Pattalion attached could launch an ittack from lammersdorf to capture the
Kestefnich - Simmerath line after which time the 28th Division would secure
it, The reenforced combat command would then mop up all enemy resistance
north of the Hoer iiiver (See iiap B) (4) (See Map 5"’)

In the preliminaries of the attack the 28th Division would, after
being relieved by clements of the US 4th Infantry.Division, move into
assembly areas northeast of Tiott, Germany, and be preﬁared to relieve
the 9th Infanfry Division on the 25 and 26 Octobgr 1944 at 1530 hours,

The division front line ran north and south with the three regiments on
line as follows: 109th Infantry Hegiment on the north, 11Cth Infantry
Regiment on the south, and 112th Iﬁfaﬂtry ltegiment in the center, The
date for the attack was originally scheduled for the 31 October but was
made flexible so as to conform with the ammunition requirements and the‘
weather, While awaiting favorable conditions the regiments were training,
consclidating positions, and policing the area of dead and =bandoned
equipment, The ferociousness of the skirmishes in which the 9th Infantry
Division had been engaged was evidenced by the dead who,by ﬁheir.positions, .
told the story in mute testimony. Faralleling the build-up of men and
-ammunition, the artillery began indoctrinating the enemy by its program

of counterbattery, harassing, and interdictory fires, (5)

(4) A-3,7. 68;A-4,F.282,4-2,F,89, (5) A-2,P.89;A~3,P.68;A-4,P,286;
Iersonal knowledge, o
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THE TERRAIN
In order that the reader may better understand the more detailed
description of the action ﬂepicted in this monograph it is necessary
to digress from the narrative so that a brief description of the terrain
in the zone of operations of the 28th Division can be made,

" Approximately 18 miles southeas£ of_Aachen the "Forst Hurtgen®
spreads itself through rugged_terrain for more than 50 square miles, The
dense growth of Douglas Fir'towereﬁ from 75 to 100 feet above the blanket
of pine needles which concealed the damp ground, The closely packed

trees forred a natural umbrella through which only a few of the suns rays

would penetrate on the brightest days., The Kall Diver unwound itself

through the deep wcoded raﬁinés of the forest until it disappeared into

the waters of the Loer River, The £owns are founded on the tree thiﬁnéd
ridges waich rise out of the Weét end of the forest, The Hurtgen - Rerg-
stein and Schmidt ~ Steckenﬁarn i}&ges not only command by observétion the
Fall Valley and Vossenack but on the north they domiﬁate the beginning of
the Cologne Flain, the Foer Ziver and on the south they hold the key to

the large roer River dams; both vital areas in the scheme of maneuvers

of the Allied irmies. The road net créséing the Kall River conéisted of

a few trails that resembled'cork screws wiien viewed on a map, Although
the. combination of woods, terrain, and road net made an attéck through this

area not very feasible; comtrol of it was a definite military necessity, (6)

FLOVISCES OF THE ATTACK

It wes evident that'because of the known hazardous elements of the
terrain this mission would be extremely difficult; therefore, in planning
it was essential that the following proviéiOns were as thoroughly established
as humanly possible before the attack could be launched: *
1, Iavorable ﬁeaﬁher was vital since this ﬁould he basiczlly an
infantry attack and isolation of the local battlefield had
to be maintained te prevent the enemy from counterattacking

(6) A-2,P, 89;A—3,P.lé?;A—h,F.ZSS;A- 3 Personal Knowledge



3.

with his armored reserves, The intensive studies of aerial
photographs and other sources of information by the G-2
revealed no verification of the existance of a road or trail
from Vossenack through the Valley of the Kall River to
Komrerscheidt; therefore, very little help from friendly
armor could be counted on,

Arﬁillery would have to be in adequate strength so that it
could effectively neutralizo,the observation and possiblo
artillery.positions that would be located on the Hurtgen -
Bergstein and Schmidt - Steckenborn ridges, thercommandiog'
terfain features in the zone of the attack,

To cope with the problem of.supply and evacuation, cargo
carriers that could transverse the-steep sides of the Kall
Kiver Valley had to be procured., To overcome this-prodeter~
mined obstacle the division requested and received 47 cargo

carriere, full track; commonly known as "¥easels", (7)

THE DIVISION PLAN OF ATTACK

“Hith three infantry regiments on liﬁe, the 28th Infantry-Divisioﬁ

commander, ajor General Norman "Dutch" Gota assigned them the following

(see Map 8-1)

missionsg:

-109th Infantry Regiment attacks north to secure the Cermeter-

Hurtgen road and the adjacent wooded area to the clearing
southwest of the town of Hurtgen, Thus in oddition to
protecting the north flank of the division this objective
would serve as a line of departure for the 7S Ath Infantry
Division in its forthcoming attack with the VII Corps,

llOJEnfaﬁtry Regimeot attacks south to secure tho ¥all )
River west of Schmidt,

112Vinfantfy Hegiment attacks east to oapture'Voosenack

]
after which time the regiment will change its direction of

(7) 4-2,F. 90; A-3,P, 170,
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of attack to thé southeast on the line Vossenack - Kommer-
schéidt - Schmidt and capture and secure Schmidt,  (8)
The_enemy order of battle opposing this attack as depicted by 5-2 of
v Corps cn 011800 Oétober 1944 was as follows:
275th Infantry Division
141st Fortress Battalion
20th GaF Fusilier*Battalion
Kampfgrﬁppe Gegelein
275th Fusilier Battalion
lhl2ﬁd Infantry Battalion
8%th Fusilier Battalion
Kampfgruppe'Trier
Feserves identified:
Kampfgruppe Brandes
Kampfgrupps Feind
73rd Engineer Battalion
275th Engineer Battalibn (9)'.
'he specific course of the attack of the 112th Infantry as decided by
Lt. Col, Carl Peterson, the commanding officer, was without a doubt the most
logical plan that could be conceived under the circumstances of the mission
given in the division order, He was aided in the preparation of the order
by an able staff wﬁich included the newly assigned Executive Officer; Lt,
Col, Locket, who had served as a battalion commander in this area wren the
US 9th Infantry Divisionrattackéd in the early days of October, Thus
after the evaluation of 21l the available information and after the best
possible solution to the problem of supply and evacuation had been reached
the following plan was ziven to the subordinate commanders: (10)
The 2nd Rattalion cémn{anded by Lt. Col, Fatzfield with Company "D" of
A the 707th Tank Battalion attached would attack Germeter and Voésenack. Upon
the séizﬁre of the objective the battalion would organizé a defensive posi-
tion, The line of departure would be the present front line which at this

(8) A-3,F, 69;4-4,P, 286; (9) A-4,P. 280 (10} Personal Letter from Lt. Col,
Peterson, Personal knowledge,



date was approximately 200 yards west of Cermeter.,

Immédiately after the capture of Vossenack the 3rd Rattalion commanded
by It, Col., Flood would attack southeast across the Xall Tiver to capture
Kormmerscheidt and Schmidt., The battalion would thén organize a defensive
position to secure Schmidt. |

| The 1st Rattalion commanded by Major Fazlett would follow the 3rd
Battalion and after t:e capture of Xommerscheidt the‘ist Battalion would
meve into the town.and secure it,

In addition to the neutfalization of the key terrain features that
commanded the battlefield, the commanders of the battalions of értillery
that were in direct support plus the supporting artiliery battalions of
the VII Corps were ordered to give the attack an artillery>preparation
which would start one hour before the jump off, (11)

The stage was set for the attack to begin on thé 31st of October 1944
but due tc unfavorable weather and an iﬁadequate supply of ammunition it
was cancelled until the 1 November cnly to be postponed agaih until the 2nd
of Fovember, G5tarting on the.29 Dctober the 8th ALF bombed towns in the
vicinitj but these attacis wefe hampered by the prevailing bad wea@her

.consequently the results were not as good as anticipated, The enemy air
effort was confined to night reconnzissance and borhing for whick they paid
tihe price of two aircraft which the supportine anti-zircraft shot down, The
~artillery supported by the attached Tank—Deseryers and Anti—aircréft {90 mm
guns) continued sctive on.counter-battery, haressing, and intefdictory
missions, (12)

T'E ATTACK

«t 0900 rours, 2 Movember 19&4, after an artillery preparation which
lasted one hour the 2nd Battelion, 112th Infantry with Compeny "ﬁ", 7CT7th
Tank.Eattalion attached crossed tre line of departure znd attacked through

.Germetér to Jossenack, At tie sane time the 1st Division in the north half
of the VII Cerps sector attempted to feint the eneny into thinking the
attack might be along the entire front by demonstrating with mertars, arti-

(11) »-2,7. 91,letter of It, Col, l'etersen, Fersonal Knowledge (12) A-4,F.286



llery, ahd strong'patrols but no advance w;s nzde, The 2nd.Battélion of
the 112th infantry met light resistance in its drive eastward; reaching the
northeast éection of Vossenack by early afternoon, The two attacking com-
panies set up a defensive position on the forward slope of the ridge while
the reserve company ﬁopped up the ;tragglers and snipers that were by—paﬁsed.
The egemy's well qbserved artillery fire took & heavy toll oé the companies,
reducing them considerably, It was already evident that the arﬁillery was
unable to effectively neutralize ttie enemy observation posts and positions
on;the comménding ridges because sheiis.were coming into the town from thfee
major points of the compass, The attacking elements reportgd enemy armor
in the town of Schmidt but_when this report was ferwarded, =2 promptly
stated that only ten tanks were in the vieinity and theyeweré fiftf miles
away, (See ¥ap C) (13) (ﬂjrg-ﬂﬂhp c-1)
a8 the 2nd Battalion initiated its attack, the lst and Brd mattalions -
moved into positions to the rear of the line of-deparpure and made prepara-
tions to move te the aid of the ﬁttacking battalioﬁ should it be counter-
attacked. The commanders also made recopnaissances as far forward as the
front line for routes of advance; thus enabling them to further re.i’.':Lnel~
their attack plans for the following day. (14)
To the nerth the 109th Infantry had made good progress in their
coordinated attaék with the 112th Infantry and had succeeded in knocking
out 15 "Fill Foxes" and in capturing over 200 prisoners. Tke 1lst Rattalion
‘of this regiment had advanced 2700 yards in a drive to the'northeast toward
the town of Hurtgen but the other assault battalion attacking in the same
direction could only gain 500 yards due to thick mine ﬁiélds and wire
obstacles that were covered by bands of grazing fire from automaticuweaPOns. (15)
On £he south the 110th Infantry attacked at 1200 hours but immediately
encountered heavy értillery and mortar fire along with a strone defensive posi-
tion consisting of concrete "pill boxes", log bunkers, and bands of defensive
wire that was cevered with machine guns, liven after the area had Eeen saiurat-
ed with artillery and mortar fire, the assault battalions were unable to breach

(l?) A=2,P.91;4-3,F,69;4-4,P,288,4-7,letter from Col, Peterson. (14) A-4,P.290
(15) a-2, P, 91 A-B F. 69,9-4 290




this fortified position, | (16)

The preponderance of artillerdy support on the first day of this attack
can be better understood by stating that ih addition to the reinfarced
artillery effort of V Corps the units of VII Corps on the north fired 9000
rounds and the Tank Destroyers fired 952 missions on ground térgéts; (17

" A total of 306 prisoners were evacuated through the division Prisoner of
War cage and ideﬁtification of the units of thege prisoners.who were interroga-
ted indicated that no new unit had been moved into this area prior to the attack.
(17) |

&t 0700 hours on the 3 Nofember 194}, the 3rd Battalion of the 112th
Infantry launched its attack across the Kall River and with bracticaily no
difficulty the town of Kommerscheidt fell to Company "K", The battalion
. then pushed into Schmidt and by evening the.three rifle companies were in
the north end of the town, Only a small section of the town had been clear-
ed of enemy wien due to darkness the mopping up teams were engaging one
another in fire fights; consequently, the battaiion commander ordered the
companies to stop all forward movement and button up for the-night; Resupply
of ammunition and rations was accomplished by the use of the full tracked
cargo carriers (Weasels), Lt. William George, 3rd Battalion ¥otor Officer,
who had led the supply convoy, attempted to get the ™Jeasel" towed Rattalion
Anti-tank pguns into Séhmidt. when this column was traversing the Kall
Valley one of the drivers made the wrong turn and the gun crew was knocked
out when it ran into a German road bloek. (18) KfEE Mub (7'?-)

ihile the assault of Sehmidt was in progress the 2nd Battélion ?S?ggé;f
‘their defensive positions east of ?oséenack. The observed artillery fire
on this position inflicted heavy casualties and cat the strength'of the
alreacy depléted companies.to a point where they would have to have repléce-
ments or be'replaced. AS reinforéements arrived they had to be fed into the
line during the action. (19)

In the meantime the lgt Battalion was ordered into Kommerscheidt by
the Hegimental Commander, Lt.'Cﬁl.'Peterson.- Their mission was to secure
(16) A-2,P.9134~3,P.6954-4,P.290; (17) A-2,P.91;A~k,P.290; (18) a-2,P,91;

A=3,F, 693A~4,P. 290;Personal knowledge (19) A-4,P. 290,
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to cross the valley, (21)

the town and tc prepare to assist the Brd Battalion inp Schﬁidt should they
be attacked, The Regimental Commander knew that this movement would be the
only way he could plug the gap fhat existed between the 2nd and 3rd Battalions,
The 1st Battalion was in the process of preparing their defensive position
when "B" Company on the south edge of the town became engaged by a force of
undetermined sttength, (20) |
| The division plan gave a battalion of cohbat engineefs the mission of

making the trail from Vossenack to_Kommerscheidt'passable to tanks and other
supporting trains, This trail was nothings more than ﬁagon tracks, narrow,
with ﬁany sharp turns that made it almost unusable to anything but lisht
vehicles and they were bogging down in the mud, This project was very slow
developing, consequently only 3 tanks of the 707th Tank Béttalion were able
At |

On_the north.gk this date the 1st Battalion of the 109th Infantry was
gounterattécked by a force of approximately 200 enemy supported by 10 self-
propelled guns and 2 tanks, The enemy attack was rebﬁlsed and the two tanks
ﬁere knocked out, The battalion was then ordered to defend its present
positions, |, (22)

The 110th Infantry on the south attacked with the 3rd Battalion

breaching one line of fortifications only to smash into another strong

'defensive line. The 1st Battalion of this regiment prepared for an envelop-

ment of the enemy's right or north flank by moving through the zone of the
112th Infantry, (23) |

The supporting artillery fired every called mission thréughout thé
day with the Tank Destroyers alohe firing approxiiately 3000 rounds on
ground indirect fire missions. o (24)

Weather agéin_stymied air activity, consequently only a few missions
were flown but night fiéhter cover was given, (24)

" BIE COUNTTEATTACK

On 4 MNovember 1944 the 112th Infantry received orders to hold their
present positions so as to protect the east flank of the division. At 0600
(23) A-4,P. 290; (24) a~4, P, 290,
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hours the enemy reaction started with a gevere shelling.program on Kommer- .
. scheidt and Schmidt with the emphasis being placed on the former, Ait 0B0O
hours the enemy attacked with an estimated force of one battalion of infantry
supported by 10 tanks but the position held and the attack reﬁulsed. At
1000 hours the.second German attack of approxinately the same strength struck
at the position from the northeast and soﬁtheast but the defenders of Schmidt
were unable to hold and the battalion was foreced to withdraw under pressure
back to-Hommerscheidt. .ntire platoons of "K' and "t Companigs were cuﬁ-
off and although a few of these‘units got back to Kommerscheidt the majority
of them were chopped invo small groups and forced to surfender. The thrée
tanks of Company ".in of‘the 707th Tank Battalion arrived at Kommeréchéidt
just as the 3rd Battalion started its withdrawal but too late to save
Schmidt, Orders to récaptufe Schmidt, with the time of the attack set at
1500 hours, ﬁad to be cancelled when it was realized thét the German attack -
had.not been contained, At 1530 hours the enemy attack.conﬁinued but was
stopped beforeireaching Kommerscheidt by artillery, tanks, infantry, and
air support, The three tanks of the 707th TankaBattalion-engaged enemy
armor supporting the attack and drove them back.to the cover of Schmidt,
The fighter-bhombers on this missien claimed credit for destroying 3 snemy
tanks,  (25) (JEE AT4n C-3) |
"later informétion indicated that the 1055th Gérman Hegiment of the
89th Division had been moving through Schmidt on its way to a rest eenter
at Duren just prior to the atiack. It was.halted and ordered to counter-
attack at Schmidt, When supporting weapons arrived, 8 tanks and 4 self-
propelled gﬁns,rthis attack was started; the 3rd Battalion attacked Schmidt
followed by the 2nd Zattalion, both units received heavy iﬁsses." (26)
'During the morning of the 4tk of November the fegimental Headguarters
Company Commander of the 112th Infantry after receiving a two hour enemy
artillery mé;sage. while on recomaissance recommended that since the Germa_ns
were using Voésenack for an artillery impact area it would be advisable to

(25) A-2,P. 90; A~3,F. 69; A-h,P. 290 & P. 292 (26) A=h,P. 292
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either stay in the present command post in the pill‘box 800 yards west of
Germeter or move to.the southeast side of the Kall Eiver where the enemy
_did not have direct observation, The Eegimentél Commander decided that the
command post would remain in the pill box but a small operational group
would be organized and move to the east side of the Kall River, The opera-
tiqnal grou% was formed and in the afterncon moved bj weasels to a hunting
lodge on the southeast .side of the draw but remained here only a short time
becausé enemy patrol activity became very aggressive and there was insuffi-
- cient personnel to providé adequaﬁeKsecurity. The Régimental Commander
moved part of this-éroup £o:the 1st Pattalion Command FPost in Kommersecheidt
until an adeguate shelter could be set up in the woods, ‘hile the command
post was pperating in the hunting lodge, It. Col. Flood, 3rd Fattalion
Commander, was wounded whiie waiting for crders, (27)

In the afternoon prior to the moving of the command post, It. Col,
Locket, Legimental fixecutive Officer, while enroute to a forward hattalion
comménd post, was captured by a German patrel as his pafty crossed.the Kall
River, Accompan&iﬁg_pt. éol. Locket were Captain Yontgomery, Eegimental
5-2, and two photographers who were detailed from US First irmy Feadquarters .
to make a pictorialfrecord of this action. Céptain ontgomery wés ﬁounded
in the skirmish but the patroi later abandoned him in one of the many log
bunkers in the area., Later he managed to work His way to the road where
he wa$ picked up and evacuated, (28) -

The 2nd Dattalion in the meantime continued to hold its positions in
Vossenack in the face of the precision fire of the enemy értillerymen. A
counterattack at 1430 hours was beaten back with no loss of ground. | (29)

In addition to the identification on the lOSBtthegiment of the 89th
Division, the 60th and 156th Tanzer Grenadier Zegiments of the 116th Panger
Division were aléo identified as new arrivals to this front. (30)

In the north the 109th.1nfantry made only small gains in its attack
on the town of liurtgen; advancing through minefields under heavy artillery
fire, (31)

(27) Fersonal knowledge (2€) Letter from Col, Peterson;Personal knowlédge;
(29) a-4,F. 292;(30) A-4,P, 29234-3,P, 69;4~2,P, 91 (31) A-2,P. 90;4=4,P.292
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1 The 1st Battalion; 110th Infantry eﬁveloped the enemy's flank and succ;
eeded in pocketing a section of the line of fortifications. (32)

In this 24 hour period V Corps artillery fired 8054, rounds and thé
Tank-Destroyer units fired 2500 rounds in support of the division, (53)
| The unstable situation of fhe Lth of November was only slightly improved
on the 5th of November when 8 medium tanks and 7 tank-destroyers traversed
the Kall Valley. During the day the depleted remnants of the lst and 3rd
Sattalions improved and consolidated their positions when they were not
warding off small localized attacks or "gweating out? the nnmérops heavy
cartillery concentrations, The ﬁewly arrived armor knocked out several enemy
tanks, It was evident that Kbmme;écheidt,being commanded Ey high ground on
three sides, was not a éood defeﬁsive position., In addition the enemy had
infiltrated down ﬁhe Valley of the‘Kall and waé constantly threateﬁing the
6nly supply routeiwhich,due to the rain énd tﬁe snow, had become almost
impassable, Threé tanks had already thrown their tracks in.an affort to
cross the draw, The engineers épent most of tﬂéir days and nights fighting
off or preparing to fight off these infiltrations, consequently ihere was
little time femaining for them to repair or improve the trail, (34) -

OEGANIZATION OF TASK FLECT SIPPLT

Late in the afterncon of the 5th of Néﬁember, General. Cota, Commanding
General of-the 2&th Infantry“Divisioh, ordered that Task Force FEipple be
organized and given the mission of attacking through the 112th Infantry and
retaking Schmidt on the 6th of Noverber. Upon the recapture of Schmidt the
task force would set up road blocks end prepare to hold the t own until the
112th could relieve them, -The task force upon relief would then prepare to
attack in the direction of Steckenborn., Task Force Fipple was composed of
the 3rd RBattalion of the 110th Infantry (approximately 350 men), Companies
"A" and "C" with one platoon of Company QB" of the 707th Tank Battalion,
and a detachment of the 893rdﬂTaﬁk—Destfoyer Battalioch. (35)

(32) A-2, P. 903 (33) a~4, P. 292; (34) 4-2,P. 90;A~L,P. 294; Letter from

Col, Peterson; Personsl knowledge (35) A-2, P. 90; &~4, P. 294
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The 2nd Battalion in Vossenack shook off two eneny counterattacks as
it was slowly being gnawed away By arﬂillery fire. (36)

The forward echelon of the Regimental Command Post was tdug in" about
800 yards northwest of Fommerscheldt in the area of Company g which was
in 1st jattallon reserve. (37) | 7

The 109tk and 110th Infantries made bitterly contested gains in their

 sectors, The 110th Infantry was involved in the ardueus task of reducing

the fearest fortifications.‘ (38)

The fighter-bombers of the 9th AiF straffed and bombed Schmidt where
the enemy appeared to be assembling for a major attack on Kdmmerscheidt. (39)

On 6 November 1944, at O200.hours Task Force Pipple moved from its assemb-
ly area toward the Vossenack - Xommerscheidt trail; kgeping in the edge of
the woodé s0 As to avoid the artillery fire that was falling in Vossenack,
It. Col. liipple planned to use the present front line of the company in
position just west of Xommerscheidt as the line of departure for the attack
on Schmidt. 4s the task force attempted to cross the stone bridge over the
Kall River, it was fired upon by infiltrated enemy and therefore had to fight
its way to the positions of the lst and 3rd Rattalions. The armored elements
of the task force remained in the vicinity of Vossenack until the trail
could be cleared. PFrior to the arrival of the task force the 1st and 3rd -
Fattalions began to receive very heavy artillery fire that was coupled
with fire‘frcm‘self—propelled guns and émail arms on their pesitions. Tt
was evident that the enemy was waiting for the task forece to attack because
it appeared that every gun had,rezeraed-iﬁfﬁn Kommerscheidt and every
obseérver had his attenfion focused on the area and f?red at anything that
moved to the front of the town., The impracticability of the attack of the
task fofce was soon realized and was czlled off, The task force moved into
‘and prepared a defensive position to the right of Company "¢, (40)

(36) &-2,F, 90; A-4,P. 294; (37) Fersonal knowledge (38) 5—2,;. 90;A-4,P.296;
(39) t—h F, 29635 (40) &t-2,F, 90;A-4, F.296,A-3,P, 69;Fersonal knowledge
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The "Shell Happy" 2nd Dattalion in Vossenack was attacked twice but
both assaults were beaten off; however, the increased volume of direct firé
from self-propelled guns added to the ever increasing pressure of the 1nfartry
attacks foreed t he battalion to withdraw to the church in the center of the
town, Tere the battalion was reorganized and was reinforced as follows}
146th ingineer (C) Battalion in the town, 20th and 1340th “ngineer ()
Baﬁtalions on a line zouth of the ﬁéwn extending to the east side of the
stone bridge across the FKall Tiver, and tkat put the 2nd Battalion in
‘positions along the north edge of the town. The 20th “ngineer () Rattalion
had the mission of trying to keep the trail across the rall oren as iﬁ was
the only line of communications between Phe treops in Xommerscheidt ard .
those in Vossenack, Counterattacks coﬁtinued but the positions as they were
reenforced held, (41)

The situation in the 112th sector was critical, Thelever increasing
fury of the enemy attacks‘was'taking a heavy toll on men and material, The
armor of the 707th Tank.Battalion and tre 893 Tank-Destroyer Rattalion was
3lowly being made ineffective due to the concentratéd fire placed on then
in the exposed positions ther were forced to utilize. The rcad between
Vossenack and Komﬁerscheidt vhich was inadeguate at tre start of the attack’ i
became an obstacle when it became soaked by the rain and snow of the prevail-
ihg bad weather. The Sther roads were so aeep in mud that traffic.had to be
kept to an absolute minimum, The physical and mental condition of the men
on positioh was anything but.desirable. They were just exlvtlng, they were
cold, soaked to the skln by the rain and clinging wet snow, and miserable,

The constant threat of counterattack and the methodically pounding of the
position by an ever incrgasing volume of massed enemy artillery fire made -
sleep scarce aqd casualties high, Iieplacements joined the fight and were
evacuated before the squad leaders goft to know théir first names, = (42}

During the day a self-propelled gun that was located scme where near
Brandenﬁerg had laterallyvbracketted the shallow,dug out that served as the
forward Fegimental Command Post and had had one round short when a P-38
loaded with a "Rlaze Zomb" dlve(‘bombed the enemy 0051t10n and silenced
the gun. CYany dramn and weary faces who had heard the aircraft go into

(hl) L-2,7. 90; !-h,r.296 (42) i~h,P.296; Personal knowledge
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its dive and had watched the effect of the bomb, took another glance at the
plane and mtely blessed and thanked this unknown pilot for taking a thorn
out of tkeir hacks., The P=47's bombed and straffed Sghmidt iﬁ an effort to
disrupt the assembly of troops that were preparing for the attack on Xommer-
scheidt, = (43)
In the north the 109th Infantry made little progress in its attack;
meeting the usual murderous curtain of fire that the enemy laid dewn in
front of their barbed wiré and minefields,  (4k) |
At 1500 hours the 12th Fegimental Combat Team of the A4th Infantry
Division was attached to the 28th Division and plans were méde for the relief
of the 109th Iafantry on the 7 November 194k,  (45) |
The records show that V Corps!' artillery had fired‘l5,006 rounds and
that the Tank-Destroyers had fired.1650 rounds of the eguivalent of over 10
founds per minute for this 24 houli period. (46) |
| The 7th of Névemﬁer was initiated at 0800 hours by the 14bth Lngineer
(C) Battalion-attacking toward the east end of Vossenack in an effort to
regain the ground that had been lost the day before, The attack was support-
ed by tanks and artillery{g;§£as wa§ the usuél case in this German artillery
impact area, the enemy laid a blanket of snells on the aftackefs. The

attack was successful and most of the éround was regained, (47)

The 2nd Rattalion of the 109th Infantrj was ordered to relieve.the
2nd Fattalion of the 112th Irfantry in Vossenack which it complefed by
2040 hours, The badly mauled 2nd Battalion retired to an assembly area
west of Cermeter where it was to be rehabilitated; | (48)

- The morning of the 7th of November also brough the much anticipated
attack on Xomrerscheidt, Although the first attempt to seize the town was
heavily supported by tanks and artillery fire it failed to gccomplish its
mission. It was a different ending when the enemy attacked at 1430 behind
a heavy curtain of artillery fire and éupported by 15 to 20 tanks; the fight
that ensued was bitterly_fought_but the overwhelming odds could not be sur-
mounted, The fragments of the two battalions withdrew after their positions

(43) 4-2,F.90;4~4,P.296;Personal knowledge (4h) A-h,P.296; (L5) A-L,P. 296;
(46) A-4,P, 296; (47) A=2,P.91;A-3,F, 6Q3A-4,P, 296; (4B) A-2,P.90;A-4,P.296.
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became untenable to the line held by Company "C" and Task Ferce Hipple. (49)
¥ajor Hazlett who had commanded the combined 1st and 3rd Battalions_in
Kommerscheidt and most of his staff were listed among the missing. Included
in‘this‘list werelCaptain'Hartin, Captain Driscoll (Artillery Offiéer), Y/3at
HeCann, and hany other seasoned veteréns?w It. Coi. Peterson.in a personal
letter written after the war:stated, "The only tﬁing that-heia us in
Kommerscheidt as lons as we remained was Major Hazletts courage and the
superior cooperation from twd artillery Captaihs {who ﬁere both ldlled by
point blank 28mm fire in Kommerscheidt,), The tanks and infantry were held
back by the artillery-fire directed by thgsé two great artillery officers,

They called for sc many concentrations that I believe that those in the

rear figured they were going crazy and toward: the end (before the artillery

radic was destroyed) the artillery battzlions were unable to give the support

the obserfers recuested, Apparently we failed to consider that other units
on the front needed support,n (50)

Prior to the loss of Koémerscheidt the difision issued orders to form
‘another task force with Brigadier General Davis; Assistant'Division Comm-
ander, in pomménd. Thié task force would incorporate Task Iorce fipple and
would havé the mission Ef recapturing Schmidt, Before Task Force Davis
could be fully organize@=the Corps Commander ordered that due to the pre- |
carious position of the‘troops on the south side of the Kali Ziver, they
would be withdrawn. Task Force Davis waé given the mission of protecting
the withdrawal of these troops on the night of & — 9 November 194k,  (51)

The tank-destroyers were credited with 5 enemy tanks knocked out but
of the armor that had traversed the Kall Valley only one tank and two tank-
destroyers remained operational. One of the tank~destroyers was lost when
a mortar shell hit inside the open turret, (52)

The aid station which had been operating in the Kall Talley was captured
by German patrols once a day for the past two days._ﬂCaptain Y¥adden, the

(49) .A-2,F. 9134-3,F. T0;A-k,P. 296; (50) A=h,P.296;letter from Col, Peterson
(51) & ~2,P,91; A=k, F. 2963 (52) A-4, F. 298; Personal knowledge
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Regimental Qhaplain, who could speak excellent German and who was presént
said that_the:patrol leader would search the aid station for weapons; then
ask him if they had enough food.and medical supplies, After being informed
that the aid station was well supplied, the satisfied patrol leader would
move his patrol down the valley and continue on his mission, Captain
fadden said that within an hour an American patrol usually consisting éf
engineers would approach from the same direction and continue the way

of the German patrol,  (53) | _

During the afternoon of the 7th of November a coded message was received
at the forward command post of thelll2th Infantry which ordered Lt, Col.
Peterson to report to the,division commandrpost. The Regimental Commander
although réluctant left the poéition with two men and & Jeep and started
down the trail that led to Vossenack but at the b&ttom of the draw the
party was émbushed. Cdl. Peterson and Pfc Seiler were able to get away
only to be cut down a few seconds later, Col, Peterson was seriously
wounded but after being left for déad‘he ﬁanaged to drag himself out of the
draw where he was picked up and carried back to the Division Command Post,
Here hejlearned that the mess;ge'he had received was not sent by the
Division Commander, ‘%ho sent that message is still one of the unsolved
mysteries of the ﬁaf.‘ (54)

On the other sections of the front the units continued to make small
gains against a much determined enemy. ﬂné 110th Infantry was occupied‘in
cleaning out the poékets of resistance that it had created by its flanking
maneuver,  (55) ' |

THE FITHDRAJAL

On 8 November 1944 the front was reIaﬁively qﬁiet with only spasmodic
artillery fire to remind the alert defenders of the enemy's potential, The
aggressive probing of the line had practically ceased.but since the counter-
attack was the enemy's strongest and most likely capability, it was the

(53) £-2,P. 92; (54) Personal knowledge; (55) A~2,P. 90; A=k, P.298,
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ccnstant threat to the remaining men on the south side of the rall Liver,
It. Col, iipple, aided b& the very capable Iajor Dana, 5-3 of the 1l2th | .
Infantry, and a few other officers, had made a tentative plan of.withdrawal
which could be put into effect once the order was received. It was at the.
completion of this plan that one of the men just outside the shallow log
covered hole that served as a command post was heard to exclaim, "Holy Fell,
here comes a‘chicken colonel from the.5th Asrmored Divisloni™, The unshaven,
mud caked faces of the small command group that had been aging a_yeér for
every day that they had spent on this position suddenly came to aﬁimated
life, ‘Althodgh.nothing w&é said at the moment, the thoughts of the men
present were the same; this meant that help was on its way. The colonel
introduced himself as Colonel .G, !, Felson and stated that he was assuming
command of the 112th Infantry. The Colonel had led a patrol through the
draw so that he could take command of the withﬁraﬁalrof his regiment,

hen asked as to the stréngthl of the task farce, Col. Ripple told him there
were approximately 350 effectives amd about 50 wounded of which 20 COuld.
walk, Eheﬁ infformed Bf the plan for the withdrawal; Col. ¥elson approved,
and the plsn was put into actiom, (56)

Task Force Davis with the mission of covering the withdrawal hadl
assiyzned the task of securing the draw to the 3rd Battalioﬁ, 109th Infantry,
This mi;sion was completed by 1730 after whiéh time the stfﬁﬁfffd remnants
of Tesk Force Ripple started their withdrawal, Company ""C" haa been left
aslthe,covering force with instructions to withdraw at a'designated time.
The major problem of évacuation was accomplished by having the first
elements to withdraw carry the wounded and the other elements carry as much
of the equipment as possiﬁle, 4s much of the eguipment that had to be |
abandoned and could be destroyed without attracting the enemy's attention
to the movemert wae demolished, This night withdrawal was undetected by_.
the enemy.and although six men were ﬁOunded by mortér fire and control was
lost in the thick woods, it was considered very successful, (57)

(56) A-2,F.91; A-4,P, 298; Letter from Col. Nelson; ?ersona; Inowledge.

(57) A-2,P. 91; Fersonal knowledge
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7ith the exception of the 110th Infantry which geined ground in its
attack to the sqﬁth, the other elemehts of the division held their posi-
tions. (53) | |

Un the morninz of the &th of November only 24 tanks out of the origzinal
54 tanks of the 707th Tank Battalion remained operational. &n the same
date the tank»destroyer.had only 12 destroyers left oﬁt of their original
36, (59) |

| Oh the 9th of November the personnel of the 1lst and 3rd Zattalions
of the 112th Infantry were retired to an aésembly area west of Germeter .
where they were to be rehabilitated ard reorganized, {(60)

Tith the 110th Infantry Qontinuing its attack south and the 109th
Infantry with the suppofting engineers holding their positions in Vossenack,
£he 12th Infantry-gained a position a few hundred yards south of the town
of I'urtgen. (61)

~ On the lO‘bf Fovember, operztions weré to be,sgspended by the 28th
DiViSiOﬂ‘in'this area except when necessary to s;cure the 1all River line, (62)
 The -2 -estimate of this date indicsted the 6 Fattalions of the 275th
Infaniry Divisiﬁh, 116th Fanzer Division, and 89th Infantry Division
were coﬁfronting the US 28th Irfantry Division.

On this date the 2nd Bﬁttalion, 112th Infantry relieved the 1lst
attalion, 109th Infantry in Vossenack.  (63)

From 11lth to 13th of November positions were consolidated and minor
' counter;ttacks weré repulsed. _(6&)

TEL RELICF

On 14 MHovember 1944, V Corps Field Order YNumber 32 ordered the 28th
Division to interchange positions with the US 8th Infantry Division which
héd been holding a ﬁuiet sector of the front.ffom Lutzkampen to Ettelbruck,
Germany. On this date at 1540 hours the 1lst and 3rd Battalions, 112th
Infantry moved south and after being relieved by the 2nd lianger Battalien,
the 2nd Battalion, 112th Infantry followed at 2345 hours. (65)

The operations for the 28th Infantry Division in the Furtgen Ferest
area were closed when the interchange of the divisions_was.completed on the

|
16 November 194l : , ' !

(58) A~2,P.91; A-4,P.298 (59)A-4,P, 298; (60). A=h,P.298;(61) A=4,P.298
- (62) 4-3,P.70;4=4,P, 2983(63) A-4,P.307;(64) 4=2,F.91; A=k, Po307;5(65) A-2,P.9%; q;?‘
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ENAIYSTS u‘“ CRITICISMS

In an analysis of the operations of the 112th Infantry in the Furtgen-
Forest it is immediately evident that all the higher C§mmanders involved
were aware of the special conditions that had to be egtablished before
this attack could be sﬁccesSful. These prereguisites, the neutralization
of enemy observation from the commandiﬁé ridges, the isolation of the
battlefield, and the improvemeﬁt of the trail (-2 could not verify its
existance) leading from Vossenack to Xommerscheidt so thHat supporting tanks
could traverse the draw without.any difficulty, were the cruxes to the
* accomplishment of this mission. It was not long after the assault began
that the units of the 112th Infantry ahd_those of the other regiments of
the division knew that none of thése provisos had been adeguately surmounted,
The supply and evacuation problem which was to be relieved by the use of
weéséls faltered when direct fire weapons on the ridge used them for ducks
in the shooting gallery of Vos;enack. Of the original 47 weasels received,
22 were lost in actioh, The failure to provide an adequate line of communi-
cation to the troops in Schmidt choked the flow 6f the much needed heavj |
support wéapons and eventually threw thé tide of battle to the enemy,

The battalion in Schmidt had taken all the security measures at its disposal
~ which would have held the position against'any ncrmal infantry attack, but
its hastily spread mines and rocket launchers were not Eommsnsurate ﬁo the
attack it received, The enemy under the cover of oﬁercast skies was able
" to build up his strength in men and armor from-day to day and by his tanks
and artillery using precision fire he was able to slowly eliminate the |
troops who were forced to occupy exposed positions. The coqstaﬁt hammer-
ing of artillery and the overshédﬁwing threat of couﬁtarattack sapped the
fighting strength from these veterans and left them exhausted; conseguently,
the casualty rate greatly increased.  (66)

The artililery forward observers who éhared the riflemants foxhole
earned.their niche in the hall of greatness when byrwellladjusted artillery
fire they were able to'disorganize'anemy counterattacks before they pene-
trated the fighting positiens, (67) |

(66) 4-2,P, 92; A-3, P, 168 & T, 170,11-1; E. 296 A7 (67) a-h,F. 296; _ | \

Letter from Col Peterson |
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The series of skirmishes fougnt by the combat enginéé;é in the ¥all
Valley reemphasized the fact that these tfoops were not adequately trained
in the adaptations of_the normal fighting technique required to fight
successfully in woods. The engineers were not the ohly ones who lacked
this trzining for from a capﬁured document published by the léjrd Volké
Grenadier Division the following statement is extracted, "In combat in
wooded area the American showed himself completely unfit," (68)

In this sction the reinforcement system of the army proved itself
inzdequate. wan, Replacements, weTe rushed into the line and before
they could becore thoroughly'indoctrinated to fire they were wounded and
evacuated. The squad leaders wére unable to help these men over the hump
of battle initiation and many replacements became battle fatigued before
they fired their first shot at the enemy., If these individuals could be

~organized inte small fighting teams with battle tested leaders they would
be able to fulfill their intended mission. The time wasting formalities
of introdueticns and of learning the capabilities of new personalities
would be eliminated from the battlefield where time can be put to a
betﬁer use,. (69)

One of the mysteries of this action is the origin of the message which
ordered the Regimental Commander to feport to thé division command post.
Althougn this message wﬁs received by tie attachéd.céwmunication rersonnel
of the Division 3ignal Company it ;resumahiy was not authermbticated, £
grim reminder to cowbat cormancders to heove every message bhat is recéﬁved
authenticated, (70}

The withdrawal plans of tie task force follcwed the doctrine of
gimplicity and completeness coupled with the ever impdrtant qualification
of secrecy, To'facilitate contrel the men moved in files with no interval,
but once they entered the closely pacled woods and started their descent
of the steep c=ides of the ravine control was lost, 3Sut in spite of this
the well laid plans made this a very successful withdrawal, — (71)

EéBg 4=3,F. 1€6; Ai~4, P, 296; (69) A-2,P, 92; (70) Personal knowledge
71) i-2,F. 91,



This operation had decimated a first class division, The casualty
figure for the Hurtgen Forest Fighting varies con=1derab1v in the different
reports; one source lists the total loss to be 248 officers amd 5452 enlist-
ed men, The 2nd Dattalion, 112th Infantry zlone received 515 reinforce-—
ments 6 déys after the start of the attéck. (72)

Fquipment losses were stagzering although the actual figures are not
available, (73) |

The other side of the ledger cannot be verified but intelligenee
records show 43 tanks and 7fself~propelled guns disabled or.deétroyed,
an estimated 4000 Germans killed or wounded, and over 1000 priscners
taken, (74) - | |

Mission not accomplished,

LESSONS
Some of the lessons learned from this cperation are:

1, FPrior to an opération through heav1ly wooded terrain, troops

Cem E %WQOJS

must be thorouzhly trained in the variances of fighting technlqueiﬁeﬁigg:r-—*
A

ary to successfully combat the defense lines embedded therein,

2, Immediate and rapid organizatioqﬁgwML

.

been taken must be accompllshed with the same vivaciousness as that of

e

‘the attack T

3. ilocket launchers as the primary means of defense against the

armor of an infantry-tank team are not adequate due to the short range
e . LR 7 ) .

i LE S =

of the weapon,

; he Houtes of communication must be made adeguate to fit the needs

[— oy -, ) W
of the attacking echelon, T

-

" 5. Sufficient troops must be made avallable for the rotation for

—

L

rehabilitation of unlts whlch ar""EﬁE‘Ected~to—ee¥ene weather or hazardous

conditions for extended periods. The dlsregard cf thlsx'equlslte will
greatly increa e tha casualty rate of the unit,

(72) A-1,F. 239 & 307; A4-3,. P, 167, (73) A-3,P. 170 & 172; A~k, P. 298;
(74) a-2, P. 92, ' |



6., ihen air power is depended upon to isolate the local battlefield,
plans must be flexible so as to include supplementary profisions'in case
a rapld change in weather prevents the air force from accomplishing its
mission, | |

7. [Leplacements (reenforcementsj should be trained as a unit of at
least squad strength and when conditions permit they should be joined to
combat units between actians and not during actions.

8. Secrecy of plans is éssential in a withdrawal action,

9. Due to the extreme difficulty in maintainine control, blans for
& night withdrawal in wooded te}rain must be not only simple but complete
down to the most minute detail and must be disseminaﬁed to every man of
the command, | 7

10, Artillery forward observers with the assaulting echelon can eff-
ectively stave off counterattacks 5y observed artillery fire,

11, The practice of.authenticating-all messages received must be
impressed upon the minds of all combat commanders, their staffs, and their
communication peréoﬁnel.

12. Combat engineers can be used as infantrymen but _9%nn9t,,'be

expected to perform the two jobg simultaneously,
sapet s PR ML
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