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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY B, 48TH ARMORED
INFANTRY BATTALION (7TH ARMORED DIVISION)
, IN THE VICINITY OF
MEIJEL, SOUTH OF NIJMEGEN, HOLLAND,
27 - 29 OCTOBER 1944,
(REINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commsnder)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

r

Thls monograph describes the operations of Compeny B,
48th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored Division in the
vicinity of MEIJEL, HOLLAND, 27.29 Octobér 1944, during the
British offensive to clear the SCHELDT ESTUAKY.

?or the purpose of orientation, major events which led
up to this setion will be discussed briefly. _ |

During the latter pert of August 1944 the 21st Army
Group, consisting of the First G#néﬂiam Army on the north
and the Second British Army on the south, crossed the'BEIHE
RIVER and sdvanced rapldly through northern FRANCE and into
BELGIUM. (1)

In early September the Secénd British Army had selzed
BRUSSELS, cleared the port city of ANTWERP, snd continued its
aﬂ#ance into HOLLAND, (2) On 17 September sirborne troops
were dropped in the vicinity of ARNEEM, NIJMEGEN and EINDHOVEN
in an effort to seize vital road and railway bridges in pre-
‘paration for the battle of ARNHEM. (3) The remainder of the
Second British Army drove northward and joihed forces with the
airborne troops which by 30 September resulted in a galient
extending north just beyond NIJMEGEN, (4) (See Map A)

(1] A-1, pe 159
(2) A-1, p. 160
(4) A-6, pe 319



Early in October the Second British Army was attempting
to expand its salient while the First Cansdisn Army was meet-
ing determined resistance along the western coast of HOLLAHD.(5)

After o rspid advance across FRANCE end into BELGIUﬁ with
the Third U.S. Avmy, the 7th Armored Division was assigned to
the First TUeSs Army on 24 September 1944. (6) The division
was ordered into HOLLAND to teke part in clearing the PEEL
SWAMP wegt of the MEUSE RIVER which contained an enemy pocket
considered dsngerous to both the First U.S, Amy snd the
Second British Army. (7)

- The division engaged in several offensive operations in
carrying out this.mission eﬁpburing several analibtewna._ At

OVERLOON, HOLLAND, the division met particularly strong re-

sistance snd was committed there from 3-7 October 1944, (8)

on 8 Qctoﬁer the division, due to a chenge in Army
boundsries, was btransferred from the First UsSe Army to the 7
- Second British Army, commanded by Lt. General Miles C. Dempsey.
It was further assigned to the VIII British Corps, the right
flank Corps of General Dempsey's Army. (9)

THE OENERAL SITUATION

In mid October after having ordered the Second British
Army to halt its offensive coperations in ithe NIJMEGEN salient,
Fleléd Harshal Bernard L. Montgomery plemned to have the Second
British-lrmy attack weat to TILBURG snd on toward the cosst
while the First Csnadian Army was to renew its offorts in
clearing §9§2§ﬂ§EEELAHD and WALCHEREN, (10) The main objective

- . ——-'.‘_-_-_—F’

T6) A&-1, pe 199
(6) A-8, p. 86
(7) A&-9, p. 56
(8) 4~4, p. 20

(9) A-4, p. 20
(10) A-7, p. 12




of this plen was to clear the approsches to the §E§E§P§
§§§E§§§:as there was en urgent'naad for the uée of the port
of ANTWERP., (11) |
In order to carry out its parﬁ of the plqn,.Secand Brit-
ish Army shifted the bulk of its strength toward the west of
the NIJMEGEN salient., Consequently the divisions of VIII
"British Corps on the eastern side of £he salient were\nece.aaar;
ily assigned greater zones of respomsibility, (12)(See Map B)
During the last week of October VIII British Corps
assigned the defensive mission of protecting a portion of the
eastern flank of the Second British Army to the 7th Armored
Division while the offénsive to the west ﬁus uﬁdertnken‘ (13)
The defensive responsibility of the division centered at
MEIJEL, HOLLAND, and stretched north along the DEURNE CANAL
and southwest slong the NOORER CANAL resulting in a total
frontref approximately twenty-twé miles, (14) All bridges
a@poss both cenals within the division sector hed been blown.
In order to cover this extremely large sector the division was
campellod'tg spread 1ts elameﬁts sparsely along the aanai
lines, Outposts varied in size from a few men to a platoon
and were located in some instances as far as one-half mille
apart., Foot patrols were used extpnaively to cover open gaps.
The ammor of the division could mot be used to the maximum
extent possible dune to the condition of the terrain., A4ll
major components ef the divisioen wére comnitted except the 48th
Armored Infantry Battalion and the 17th Medium Tank Battalion
which under Combat Gammand Res6rve constituted the reserve of

the division, ;éls)
8
20

. s Do
(12) A-~1l, p.
(14) A-4, p. 21
(15) A-4, pe 23



In the divlision sector the ter:ain was low, flat and
generally swampy. Improved roads were few in number and the
majority of these ceﬂ;efed at ASTEN, Th&ré'were numerous
vnimproved roads and trails the bulk of whichlcould not sup-
port heavy vehicles., Extensive peat bogs in many cases cover-
od by several inches of water accounted for the swsmpy condi-
tion of the berrsin throughout the sector, Canals of varied
size were interiaced with drainsge ditches and sms=11 dikes,
any combination of these features presented fermidable ob=-

‘.

stacles not only to btracked and wheeled vehicles but to men 0

_&. .

)

rg

on foot as well, {16) ' N
. ;
k|

o

Enemy patrols haﬂ been quite active all along the divi- ;
sion zone and it was known that olements of the enemy < om- é%-
prised meinly of Tormer paratrocp and englneer personnel wore |
éeployed along the DEURNE and HGORER CANALS facing the divi- .éb
sion. The Germen 9th Panser Division and the 15th Panger

Greonedier Division were reportad to be in tha general vicinity
but their exact locations were unknown, Informstlon .fas to
sctivities behlnd the immedigte front llnes of the enemy was
practically nil since the weather had kept alr reconnaissance
on the ground for aaveral dsys. {(1%7)

The status of supply of the enemy was considerad to be
good since they had left no servicable equipment behind in
their retreat across BELGIUM and southwestern HOLLAND, Thelr
morele was lowered somewhat due to seridms personnel losses
and repeeted withdraewals but this ﬁas offset by their deter-
mination to keep the Allies from entering their homelsnd and
the fect that the terralin was favorasble to the defenders,{18)

(16) Persona. knowledge
(17) A-4, p. 21
(18) Persondl knowledge




The division had lost some key personnel since 1t entered
combat and although replacements hed been receive& periodically,
they were not sufficient in numbers to bring the infantry units
up to.full strength. Morale however, was conaidered excellent.
The battle at OVERLOON had not only further depleted the
strength of the infantry units but also resulted in a ahortago
of mortars, mortsr smmunition, binocculars, compasses and
radios. Replenishment of equipment and some types of amwunli-
tion was complicated since long supply journeys, over restricte-
ed routes intc the First U.S. Army zZone iere-usualiy necessary.
(19)

Taking everything into consideration, the combat efficleney

of our forces and the Germans was approximately equal.
DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF THE 48TH AEMORED INFARTRY BATTAL:GH

The 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, a part of Combet
Command Reserve, moved into ASTEN, HOLLAND during the night
of 26 October 1944 for a five day rest periocd. (20)

On the morning of 27 October the battalion commander, Lt.
Colonel Richard D. Chappuls, received information that a strong
enemy combat patrol had Sueeeeded in crossing the DEURRE CANAL
east of HEIJEL. This town was elght miles southeast of ASTEN
and connected by a good, two lame, hard surfaced road. MEIJEL
was being defended by twe platoons of Troop D, 8Tth Cavalry
Reconnalssance Squadron, 7th Armored Divislion, Subsequent re-~
ports revealed that during an hour and ten mirute artillery pfe¥
paration the enemy had put a considerable number of troops
TIS) Statement of Capt. Walter Pennino, S-4, 45th Armd Inf Bm,

29 July 1649,
(20) Personal knowledge .




across the DEURNE CANAL and Troocp D had been forced to with-
drew from MEIJEL, Upon receipt of this latter information the
battallon commander alerted the battalion ahd orders to pfa-
pare for movement were issued, (21) |

As additionel reports flowed im it became agpareﬁt that
the situstion was serious and developing rapidly. The Combat
Command Commander, Colonel Jack L. Ryan, Jr., who hed been
glven the mission of repelling the enemy aﬁtaok ordered the
battalion commander to Gispateh two coﬁpanias on individual
missionslto protect the left and right flanks of the Combat
Commend, Companies k-énd C wore dispatched at apﬁroximately
0800 hours to the right andlleft flanks respectively. (22)

At 1000 hours the battalion commander received sn order
to attack at 1300 hours with the mission of repelling the
enemy attack and recepturing MEIJEL. Company A, 17th Medium
Tank Battalion and the lst Platoon of Compeny A, 8l4th Tank
Destroyer Bettalion were attached to the battallon for this
mission. (23)
| The battalion minus Companies A and C moved on half-
tracks from ASTEN at spproximately 1030 hours. Due to a
sudden temporary lapse in reports of the enemy to the Iront
the battalion moved by beuhds up the main road to a forward
assembly area approximately three miles northwest of MEIJEL
srriving thsfe about noon. (24)

Since Companies A and ¢ had been givem mission type orders

earlier thst morning the battslion commsnder was forced te

(21) A-4, p. 22
(22) A-3, pe 1
(23) Statement of Lt Col Richard D, Chappuils, Gomaanding Officer,
48th Armored Infantry Battalion.
(24) Personal kmowledge



leunch the initial ebtsck with Company B. This company Would
attack astride the ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD with ome platoon of tanks
attached., The remsinder of the tank company 'éuld‘be held in
battalion reserve simce forward movement of the tanka'was re-
stricted slmost entirely to the few substantiel roads in the
area. Company A which was prots&ting the right flank of the
Gomba£ Commsnd would effect an enveiepment of the enemy left
flank when Compsny B ceame abreast of it in its frontal ﬁttgﬁk.
Company C, protecting the Combat Commsand left flank wounld be
relleved of its misslon and foliow Compsny B as battalien
reserve, The 489th Field Artillery Battallon would be in _
direct support, The battelion assault gun platoon would slso
support the operation fromlpositions~1n the vicinity of the
present assembly area, (25) (See Map )

THE COMPANY SITUATION

After receipt of the battalion attack order in the for-
ward assembly sres there was insufficient time remeining be-
fore the time of the attack for any ground reconnéiaaance to
be mede by Company B personnel. Thsrafere.the Company Com-
mander!s reconnalssance was confined necéasarily to a brief
map study. '- |

There was an understrength of from ten to fourtéen men in
each of the three rifile platodns of the company whereas the
anti-tank‘platoon wan‘undofstrength gbout six men, (26]

| Ho shortages in clothing or 1nd1vidual-weap§ns existed
within the company, However, equipment shortsges included

several compasses, binoculars, one 60 mm mortar and one SCR

125) A-3, p. 1
(26) Personal knowledge



oY

300 radio. The supply of mortar smmunition and radio batteries,
particularly batteries for the SﬁR 510 redio, was very .limited,.
Baslc loads of emmunition with the one exception of mortar
ammunition were available on esch squad's half-track, (27)

The weather was chilly and very demp. :Gvﬁrgﬁst skles and
heavy cloud fezmationg which hﬁd prgvailed for several days
offered no hope that reconnalssance aircraft could assist in
the operation.

The zone of attack of Company B offered one hard surfaced
rosd which was the main road connecting ASTEN and MEIJEL, Ele~-
vation of the ground was practically non existant for it was
flat as far as observation permitted. Numerous swemps and peat
' bogs dotted the area., The largest of these laid directly in
the zone of atteck and extended laterally more than s mile on
either side of the road, There weﬁs numerous unimprpved‘roads
and trails throughout the area but few appeéred capgbls of ‘
supporting vehicles, '

Lateét reports from front line units indicated that Treop
D, 87th Cavalry Reccnnaissance Squadron now held a line astrids
the ASTEN~-MEIJEL ROAD, 1200 yards west of MEIJEL and conflirm-
ed the fact that the attacking enemy force: was.not composed of
| nondescript pergtroop end engineér elements but rather well
equipped orgenized units, Elements of the 9th Panzer Division
and the 15th Penzer Grenadier Division had been ldentified.(28)

THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK (29)(See Map C)

The line of departurse would be the crossroads just for-

ward of the present assembly area, The company would cross

{27) Personal knowledge
(28) A-1, p. 207 :
(29) Personal knowledge
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it dismounted,‘at 1300 hours, ﬂ

The compsany plan was to attack southeast; estride the
ASTER-MEIJEL ROAD, and advaence through the posit;on of Troop
D continuing on to recepture MEIJEL, Troop D was'to remain
in position aﬁd support the company by fire until the latter
reached the town, . .

The 1st and 3d Platoons would lead the attack on the right
end left of fhs rogd respectively. Upéh reaching MEIJEL each
- platoon was %o clear that portioﬁ of the town lying'en its
slde of the main rqed, continuing on to the eastern 1imits
of the town Iltself,

The attached tank platoon, under company contrel, wss to
follow the 1éad1ng rifle platoons oh the roﬁg sinceltheir
maneuverabilify was limited, Aé soon a8 contact with the enemy
was mede the tanks were to support the lesding platoons by
fire and advence by bounde to availeble positions on order of
tha'campany.oqmmander. | )

The 2d Platoon would be in support and follow the tank
platoon-un the right 8lde of the roed, It was not %to follow
‘80 ¢losely that its maneuversbility would be lost once contngt
was made,

The Anti-Tank Platoon would remain in the present assembly
area and be preparéd to move forward on call,

- The company commﬁnd group, donsisting of the company ¢om-
mander, two radic operators and three mesaengeré would follow
immédiaﬁely in rear of the leading platoomna.

Requests for artlllery support would be made to the com-
pany commender since the artillery forward observer: would be

with him iInitislily. Fires of the battslion supporting weapons

1n



would also be secured on call. Visual contacf would be main-
tained between all elements of the company end the tank pla-
toon initislly. Radio commmnication in the compeny and btenk
platoon would be by SCR 300 redio. Communication betwesn com-
peny snd battalion would be by SCR 510 radlo which had been
dismounted from one of the company 2 ton vehicles, fThe bat-
telion commsnd post and the battelion aid station- were located
adjacent to the road just in rear of thé present assembly aresa,

| Instructions were alsc issued for each maﬁ to carry one
}blanket, a full canteen of water, two-thirds of & K ration and
a full load of smmunition., Resupply would be aeeompliéhed
after dark, | |

FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK (30)

After the attack order had been issued by the platoon
loaders little time remained for final preparstion. Checks
wore made to Ingure that each man carrled the proper smount of
smmunition, equipment and rations. All radios were tested and
found to be in proper operating condition. |

The company commander notified battalion that the ertil-
lery forward observer had not yot reported. Arrangements were
made to have the forward observer sent forward to wherever the
company was located as soon as he arrived, In the mesntime,
requests for ertillery support were to be made to the battalion
S-3. | |

Asvthe company moved from the assembly area artillery fire
begen to fall just beyond the vehicles in the ares,

(30) . Personal knowledge
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NARRATION

THE ATTACK TOWARD MEIJEL (31) (See Map C)

Company B crossed the line of departure at 1300, £7
October 1944, sstride the ASTEN-MEIJEL Road.

The 1st Platoon, commanded by end Lt. Steie Kczy in his
 first combat action, was echsloned to the right on the right
slde of the road. Squads were well-extended laterally and im
depth. _
R The 34 Platoon, commended by Tech, 8gt. Rolsnd Lavrenz
wag in a smilliar formation echeloned to the left on the left
side of the road. |

Initial progress was falrly rapid until one 6r the other
leading platoons would have to treverse a peat bog or swamp. |
‘Then it bac ame necessary to slow down the advance of the op-
posite platoon, |

The tank platoon_was moved forward by bounds and kept
within close supporting distance of the leading platoons. There
were few positions adjacent to the road where the tanks were
able to deploy before sgaln moving forward, |

The 2d Platoon commanded by 2nd Lt, Ernest Van Winkle,
moved steadily forward bshind the tank pistoon on the r;ght 8lde
of the rosad. ' _

After the company hed proceeded sbout a mile 1t was con-
fronted by a very large peat bog. The bog extended more thgn
1000 yards to the right and left of the_road and was covereﬁ '

in most places by a few inches of water, In addition a mmell

(31) Peraongl‘knnwlgage
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cangl ran‘along the left §f the road. The advance was aslowed
- considerably as'the-men found 1+t difficult to retaln their
footing.

Smell arms and some mortar fire could be heard to the
front while occasionsl srtillery fire could still be heard
falling back.in the vicinity of thelassambly area. The company
1tselfl was récaiving.no enemy fire.

At spproximately 1430 as the ¢ompany came within Sight of
the two platoons of Troop D, 87th Cavalry Resonnalssance Squad-
ron the company commander moved forward to contact the commander
Aof Troop D in order to secure information of the enemy dis- |
positions, Troop D was depioyed at a bend In the road from
where the first houses of MEIJEL could be seen. On the right
slde of the road‘Troop D had two light tenks, two armored cars
‘énd a jeep. The ground on the left of the road sppeared soggy.
The squadron commander who was éf the position stated that
since Troop D had withdrawn to its present position 1t had re-
celved émall arms and mortar fire but no enemy automatic weapons
had been located. Ho enemy armored vehicle or tanks had so
far ‘been observed. He confirmed the fact that Troop D would re-
main in position until Company B was well beyond thelr present
location, | |

The compeny cowmander immedlately ordered the attached
tank platoon leader to place his tanks in position on the right
side of the road from where they could support the leading pla-
ﬁoons by fire. The tenks moved into position just as the first

elements of Company B started through Troop D's positions, Be-

w
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fore the leading platoons had completely'cieared the posi-
tions, the forward elements of Troép D immediately wlthdrew.
(32) At the seme time enemy ;rtillery fire began to fall on
the position, Tank fire goming from the edge of the town was
being directed st the vehicles and tanks on the right side of
the road. The leading platoons of Company B were pinned.to

the ground, While the compeny commender was calling for artil-
.léry fire to be placed on the edge of the towﬁ, the enemy launch-
ed an attack from a woodland sbout 300 yards in front of the
1st Platoon with approximately two platoons of 1nféntry sup-
ported by three tanks. Two vehicles which had been left behind
by Troop D and one of the tenks attsched to the company hed
been hit agnd started to burn., At this time the remaining tanks
supporting the company became complétely disorganigzed, moved A
out of thelr positions and followed Troop D to the rear, (33)
All efforts to keep these tanks from leaving the ﬁﬁsitien went
to no avell, In-spite of seeing Troop D.withdrawing pramatufe-
1y and the supporting tanks moving to the rear the men of the
company held their ground and concerned themselves with - re-
pelling the onemy. Friendly artillery fire was shifted from
the edge of town onto the attacking enemy. Under this fire
‘combined with the fires of the compéhy'the enemy infantry with-
drew back into the woods. The enemy tanks however skirted the
woodlaﬁd in front of the lat Platoon and.then disappeared into
the woods towards Company A's 10&33329.

The Bd~Pratoon of the company had been ordered to dig in

on the right side of the road sbout 400 yards in rear of the

present.positions of the lst and 34 Platoons,

(325 A-g_’ p._I
(33) A-3, p. 1
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ThaVSituation:was reportéd to the battalion cammander by
radioc and he ordered the compaeny to defend in plsce, |

It was soon found thst 1t was impossible to dig a slit
trench on the ieft'side of the road.as s shallow hole ﬁould
immediately fill with water, The area of solld ground on the
right side of the road at ground level pérmitted no observation
over the left side of the rosad whaﬁsoever since the road was | |
raised approximately four feet at that point. Therefore, psr-
mission was requested and received from the bsttalion commander
to move back about 400 jards to an area on the right side of
the road that provided solid ground and obserVatioﬁ over the
bog on the left of the road. Since the éd Pletoon wes already
at this location tharSd‘Platoon on fhe left of the road was
withdrawn while the 1st Platoon remgined in position, After
the 34 Platoon was in posiﬁion on the right of the 24 Platoon
the squeds of the 13t Platoon begen thelr withdrawal, This
short withdrawal was carried out without receiving any eonemy
fire., The 1st Platoon took up positions in rear of the 24 and
34 Platoons forming a perimeter. | _

The company experienced no further enemy attack for the
remainder of the afternoon but mortar fire continued to fall

- on the compaeny area sporadically. About twelve csasualtles, the

=

Q

z

mejority of them from the 1st P;atoon,.were evacuated, In add."
ition, six men of the lat Platoon including the platoon lesader h*”f
werse reportéd by the piatbon.sergeanﬁ, Pech. Sgt. Jphﬁ De Goey
a8 having been captured byrthe enemy; These men had been rar-.
thest forward of the‘lst‘Piatoen when the enemy attack was

launched from the woodland to thelr froﬂt.
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_ Organization of the company position contimued and leocal
securlty was placed out to the front of éach platoon., Artil-
lory concentrations which had been fired in the érternoon at-
tack were marked and plans for interdicting the road forward

of the company position were completed just prior to dark.,

THE FIRST NIGHT ON THE OUTSEIRTS OF HEIJEL_ (34) (See Map D)

The company was notified that Compeny 4, in position in
the woods sbout 800 yerds south of the ASTEN-MEIJEL Road, would
take up positions on the right of Company B at approximstely
2000 hours, Word was 8lso received from battalion that socme
tanks would be sent forward to further strengthen the position.
(35) | | |

Shortly after 2000 hours Company A comprizing sbout two
piatoons moved in on the right flank of Company B, Fires of
the 1light machine guns of the two compénigs were coordinated
and the position was further consolidated, The company com-
mandér of Company A stated that they'had received an enemy in-
fantry-tank attack at the same time that afternoon that Gompahy
B hed received their attack, Further that three enemy tanks -
had overrun his command post and continued past Gompany_A's
position to the northwest. .

At 2315 hours tha'company was notified that sn artillery
forward observer would be sent forward. The company commander
was directed to meet this observer at 0430 at the location of
the anti-tank platoon of Company A, This platoon was located

at a farm house adjacent to the road some BOO yards to the rear

134) Personal knowledge
(35) A-3, p. 2
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of the company. Arrangements wore made at this time to have
water, ratiens and ammnnition delivered to the same locatian
prior to 0430, 7

Since the eftermoon attack enemy action had consisted sole-
ly of occasional mortar and artillery fire. Nolses could be
heard to the front indicating considerable movement of vehicles
and some tanks. Several times during the night Compeny B called
for the ertillery concentration to be flred on the enemy in
the woods southeast: of the road.

Between 2200 and 0300 hours three reqonnéissance patrols
had been sent out from the company. The lst Patrol whibh hed
reconnoitered glong the front of Compenies A and B reported that
the enemy had security groups sbout 400 yardswtb our front and
- that they had heard the movement of five or sizx tanks apparent-
ly . .ocoming from or just beyond the wocds to.our front. The
24 Patrol which had been sent across the ASTEN-MEIJEL Roed to
investigate the left flank reported no indications of enemy | |
positions.but had been fired on by a large enemy patrol moving
toward MEIJEL at a point 400 yards northeast of the cﬁmpany
position, The 3d Patrél which had scouted the right rearief
the position located three enemy tanks with about a platoon
of infantry in 2 small woods ebout 700 yards northwest and in
rear of the defensive positions of Company A and B. After locat-
ing this enemy to our rear this patrol contacted the anti-tank
platoon of Company A, repérted ﬁhe enemy position to them and
returned to the defensive position shortly before 0300 hours.

At 0300, 28 October, shortly:after the outguerds in front

of the compeny gave iarﬁing, the enemy renewed the attack with-
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 out prior artillery“or morter preparations. The first incre-
ment of énemy foot troops was attacking Compsny B frontslly
with“smali arms and autometic weapons fire, As soon.as the
enemy had begi& firing, friendly artillery fire was ﬁrought
down gbout 200 yards forward of Compeny B on the enemy. The
ond and 3d Platoons of the company had begin firing as soon as
the enemy had started firing, Our artillery appeared to be
falling beyond the bulk of the enemy and 1t took considerable
urging to get the.artillery to Bring thelr fires down another
hundred yards. By this time enemy artillery fire was falling
on Company B but the enemy was unsble to penetrate either
- platoon area;_ Shortly after the enemy artillery fire had
atarted falliﬁg, enemy infantry followed by several tanks at-
tempted to move past_the left flamk of the 2nd Platoon. Small
arms fire from the platoon drove off the infantry but the tanks
contlnued moving on the road hlong the compeny flankrraking the
area wlth maéhine gun fire. In spite of this fire and.tha lack
of observation due to darkness two rocketllaunchers which were
in position on the left flank to cover the road fired a tota;
of six rounds at the tanks. Two rounds had found thelir mark
~ but apparently;nc serious damage was dome to the tanks as they
continued on past the flank of the company. The fire fight
continued for about fo:ty-five minutes untif the enemy attack-
ing frontally withdrew, Seven enemy tanks had succeeded in
passing the company left flenk during the sttack., (36)

. A few minutes after the enemy withdrew from the front the
artillery concentration on the woods was called for and fired.

It was'apparent when the fire 1lifted that it had been particuler-

1387 4-3, D. 2
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ly effective this time as was indicated by the ﬁoise and shout-
ing that counld be heard coming from the enemy in the woods,

Consldering the amount of fire the company had received
during this attack casualties were not too heavy as two men
were killed and three men were wounded. It was nnNecesIary
to evecuate the wounded men as their injuries were very minor
in nature.

About 04156 ﬁhe company commender, & messenger snd & guide
for the ecarrying party started out for the positlion of the anti-
tank platoon of Company A to meet the aktillery forward observer,
As they came within 100 yarda of the farmhouse, the enemy tanks
vhich had passed beyond Compsny B opﬁned fire on the antl=tank
platoon positione A short but vioclent fight left the farmhouse
in flemes with no further answering fire coming from the antie
tank platoon position. As the enemy tanks moved forward and
occupled the poﬁitlen the company commander #nd the two men with
him returned to Company B's defensive position, It was apparent
that the edmpany would receive no water, rotions or ammmnition
that night nor would 1t have the assistance of an artillery
forward cbserver for the time being.

Upon his return tc the eoﬁpany, ﬁha company commender re-
ported what had taken place to the battallion commander and in-
formed him that the company was getting low on ammunition, had
little water and one~third of a ration for the comlng day. In
- turn he ias informed that the attached tank company had become
completely dlsorganized and that i1t was llkely that no tank sup-
port would be avalleble to the company. He emphasized the nec-
esalty of holding the present position.
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As dawn broke over the horizon Company B had enemy on
three sides of its poasition. KEnown positions of the enemy were
in the woods 700 yards to the fraﬁt; three enemy tanks and in-
fantry in a small patech of woods 700 yards to the right rear;
and seven enemy tanks 800 yards directly to the rear, (37)

Since no rations or ammnition were golng to be recelved
this Information was passed on to the men and a redigtribution
of ammnition was effected. The company éammander realizing
that future casualties could not be evacuated from the poslition
30 informed the company medical aid men and cautioned them to
congerve thelr remalning supplies accordingly.

TEE SECOND DAY (38) (See Map D)

At 0800, 28 October approximetely two platoons of enemy
foot troops could be seen moving weat about 800 yards beyond
the left flank of the company. Riflemen on the left flank
fired a few rounds but their fire had little effect except to
slow the enemy advance somewhat. The company moriars were not
permitted to fire since the supply of mortar ammunition was al-
most exhausted, Artillery fire reguested and adjusted by the
company commander was placed on the enemy causing them to dis-
perse wlidely and become dlsorganlzed.

As the morning wore on it was apparent that nc enemy were
dug in between the company and the woods to the front. However
moiemant could be observed just inside the woods. Short ex-
changes of rifle fire continued at irregular intervals with an

occasional mortar round landing within Company B's position.

-(3'7) A-S-, Pe 2 .
(38) Personal knowledge
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| Shortly after 1300 hours.a few rounds of enemy artillery
fell in the center of the cempany defensive area and within |
the sPaceiof a fow ﬁinute; increased to‘sﬁéh proportions that
it was apparent another attack wes to be launched by the enemy. :
The‘marked artillery concentration on the woods was requested
immediately, The enemy preparation lasted five minutes and when
1t 1ifted approximately a compény of enemy foot troops were
~within two hundred yards of the front line platoons. They were
fairly well dispersed.snd taken under fire by the gnd end 3a
Platoons. The friendly concentration on the woods was ' repeat-
ed to keep any reinforcements from jolning the attacking wave.
The fire fight had been . going on for sbout ten minutes when
~ another concentration of enemy artillery firglwas received, It
again lasted for about five minutes but was so far forward on
the company position that the enemy foot trooﬁs were'unable to
assault the front line platoons. While the company was being
subjected to this second concentration additional enemy troops
had come out of the woods to reinferce these directlj in front
of the company., Once again friendly artillery placed fire on
the same woods. The machine guns aﬁd sutomatic rifles of the
24 and 34 Platoons were not only effectively stepping the enomy
in front of the position but were inflicting heavy casualties
as well, While this frontal assault was taking pléce a platoon
of enemy infantry appesared to the left rear of the company mov-
ing rapidly. The lst Platoon took them under fire and after
several minuteS'individual enemy foot soldiers could be seen
attempting to withdrew. The enemy to the front continued thelr
firing snd esch time reinforcements attempted %o leaye the woods
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they would be.scattered‘by'friendly artillery fire. 'The con-
centration on the woods and geveral other concentrations between
the woods and Company B's position were fired repeatedly through-
out the afternoon until eventuslly the.few eﬁemy remeinling
directly in front of the company withdrew, |
| The fire Fight had lasted fully two hours and had 5een
costly to both the enemy and éompany B, Three men had beeﬁ killed
and eight men were wounded., Fortunately none of the eight were
'seriously wounded for evacuation was impossible., Shrapnel from
the enemy artillery fire héd rendered one mortar and omne SCGR 300
radib usalesa; No mortar ammnnmtion was left and the supply of
machine gun!ammuniticn was practically exhausted, The SCR 510
radio, the only meﬁns of communication with battalion, had been
in use continuocusly and was becoming very'weak.. Arrangements were
made whereby the ﬁe; would be turned off except to recei#e mes-
sgges from battalionleach hour on the hour or as needed to trana-
mit emergency messages to tﬁem. o

The remalnder of the afternoon was relatively qulet except

for the sporadie fire of enemy mortars,

THE NIGHT WITHDRAWAL (39) (See Map D)

At 1800 battalion notified the compsny commander that the
executive officer of Compeny B, lst Lt. Avery Tucker, would at-
tempt to reach the campany*positian smd that he had orders for
both Gompanies A and B, Lt, Tucker, lmowing the precarlous posi-
tion of both compsmies, had volunteered for this assigoment. (40)

Some three and a half hours later the executive officer and

(390) Personal knowledge
(40) A-3, p. 3
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one enlisted‘ﬁan arrived at the company command post. He
| brought orders that both companies were to withdraw as soon as
Lpossibla. He.was_alao able to.orient the company commander on
the current diapositions_of;the remainder of the battalion and
the battalion 1nstallations. The forward bettslion command post
was now located sbout 500 yards ffonwaﬁd of the road junction
- which had been Company B's line of departure the afternoon be-
fore, Company C waé now in position satride thg-ASTEH-HEIJEL
Road on the northwest end of the large peat bog. The battalicn
eid station was still 1ﬁ 1ts,in1tiél location. Therdirect sup-
port. artillery battslion was prepared to fire s box barrage
forward of the positions of Compenies A and B on call to cavér
the withdrawal. The executive officer indicated on the map the
routé he had used in joining Company B polnting out twe locsations
from which he had received enemy small arma fire.

The following plgn_was decided upon; The companies would
use the same route and attempt to avold the known enemy locations,.
Two alternate routes were also selected. The withdrawael would
begin as soon as every man was orlented, . The executiverorficar
would lead with the two piatoena of Company A, Company B woﬁld
follow with lts company headquarters, lst Platoon,'Sd Platoon,
2d Platoon and local security in that order. Since there was neo
moonlight and the night was-very.dark the formation would be -
two single columns separatad 1aterally as far as visual contact
would alloﬁ. Each platoon would piovide small securlty detsch-
- ments to its flanks. All men were to be cautioned not to fire
their wespons once the withdrawal started unless so ordered by

their squad or platoon leaders., This order was felt necesaary
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since the company commander dld not want to risk a complete
disorganization in the eveht the column encountered an‘enemym
patrol or an outguard. The_ad Platoon_Leadef was designated
to move at the end of the column with a half#squéd of rifle-
men, He was Instructed that 1n-£he event the cdlumn was fired
upon, he with the helf-squad would maneuver to the flank from
which the fire came in order to engags the enemy end drgw thélr
fire from the bulk of the company,.
- By 2300 hours everyrqffieer and man:had been 1nf6rmed of |
the withdrawsl plan end each one knew exactly what he was to
dé. With everything in readiness the company commender called
' for the artillery box barrage. |
As the first rounds landed the withdrawel started, The
figures of the men of Company A started to move quickly into
the darkness, -Severel minutes later while Company B personnel
were still in thelr foxholes walting to move out enemy ar-
‘tillery fire began to lend in the area. It lasted sbout two
mimutes and stoppeds. After weiting another minute or so for
the rest of Company A to move, the company éummgnder of Com-
pany B investigated and found one squad of Compeny A still in
their foxholes, The squad leader stated that ha.had lost con-
tsot with the rest of his unit when the enemy artillery.had
lended. Nolse of the movement of Company A was lost in the
din of frie#dly artillery which was atill.being fired, The
company commander instfudted the squad leader to integrate '
his sgued with the company headgusarters 6f Company B. Word
was passed along from man to man and.the company started their
withdrewal with the compeny commeander leading since he was
meost familiar with the route dscided upon.
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Movaﬁent was slow and frequent halts were neceséary to
insure that control was being maintained within the company.
The only tengible guide avalleble was the oceasional flash of
friendly artillery guns far in the distence. When crossing
bogs or awsmps progﬁeas was slowed still more in order to
eliminate aé much noise Qs posaible. After the company had
been moving for about an hour there was still no sign of Com-
pany A nor had there been any contact with the enemy. The
bogs were‘becaming less fregquent and the ground.mbre firm
and dry., The compeny was moving genersally in e northwest
direction alongside of a small canal. After another half hour
the company changed directlon and went north until it came to
a trall junction where contact was made with an outpost of the
battalion. The compasny had arrived at a point 600 yards weat
of the forward battalion command post.

- Compeny B then received orderas placing it in battallon
reserve, It was to take up positions once again astride the
ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD in the viciniﬁy of the battelion command post.

Company A which had arrived thirty minutes previously was
moving to positions on the right flank of Coﬁpany Ce

As soon as each.platoon of the company had closed into its
respective area ﬁﬁe men who had been wounded that afternoon
were evacuated. Ratlons, water and smmunitlon were then dls-
tributed. A head count indicated that all-man were accounted
for end no one had become separated during the withdrawal.

The compeny wes disposed with the lst Platoon on the left
of the roed, the 3d Platoon in positions on the right of the
road, and the 2d Platoon spread thinly around the flanks and

Trear.
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THE LAST DAY IN DEFENSE (41) (See Map E)

At 0800 hours, 29 October the eﬂemy launched thelr strong-
est and most determined attack since this sction hed begun two
days earliere. Attempting a double enVelegment of the positions
of Compenies A and C, both of which had suffered heavy per-
sonnel logsea the first day, the enemy was emplojing tanka and
infantry. A furiocus fire fight emsued for over an hour and
although the double envelopment failed, a revived frontai as-
sault with additionsl tanks and infantry succesded in over-
running the poaitiens. {42)

Compahy B, having been alertad, braced itself and prepared
for the coming ememy attack; Although thsre.wgre no tanks at
the present position, a plstoon of medium tanké and & platoon
of tank destroyers had just mo?ed into position some 500 yards
to the rear at Compeny B's original line of departure,

The battalion commander lssued orders to the effect that
Company B in 1ts present position would delay the enemy as
long as possible to gain_timg for the organization of the de-
fensea at the crossroads. The 24 Platoon of the company was
ordered to displace to the.croaéroads posit@anJat once and
teke positions on the left of the maln road,

The enemy tenks and infantry appeared advancing on elthex
'side of the rosd at about 1030 hours, The 1lst and 3d Platoons
opened fire at long range. The tenk destroyers and the tamks
at the orossrosds engaged the enemy tenks and arfierce gun duel
raged between them, The enemy tanks contimued to fire and ad-
vance. The enemy foct troops moved forward by short bounds
méking use of what cover was afforded'by small ditches in thé

(41) Personsal kunowleage ‘ ‘ '
(42) @8tatement of Major Lynn carlscn, Exee, Officer, 48th
Armored Infantry Battalion, 13 June 1949,
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area. The ons 60 mm mortar.of“the 1st Platoon, the only one
‘left in the company, was firing continuously. When the enemy
had come within 300 yards his edvance was stopped but thE\
firing contimied, A4 few minutes later another group of enemy
foot troops about the sige of a platoon were advancing‘from
the northesst toward the left flank of the 1st Platoon. They
too were immedistely taken under‘firg and stopped some 300
yards out from the flerk, Friendly srtillery fire being ad-
justed by the battallon 8-3, Mejor Sid Frézier, who had remalned
at the position, was helping consideiably in keeping the enémy"
pinned to the ground. At this time the S-3 inastrueted the come
pany commaender to heve the 3d Platoon on the right flank start
moving back to the crossroads, The platoon was ordered to dis-
place a few men atfa time snd upon arrival at the crossroads to
organize_théir position an_thé.right of the main road, The 8-3
before following the last few men of the 34 Platoon back to_ths
crossroads told the company commander to withdraw the';st Pla-
toon when he felt the poslition could no longer be held,

About twenty mimutes later with the fire fight between
'tha enemy and the 1st Platoon still going on, as was the gun
duel between the opposing tenks, emnother wave of enemy 1%-
'fantry wasimoving up to reinforde these directly in froamt of
the lst Platson. The men of this platoon now numbefing about
twenty were firing as rapidly as thelr weapons would operate,
Eneny mortar fire which began to fall on the position was ef-
fective in cutting down the rate of fire of the platoon. Each
time mortar rounds would burst the enemy foot troops would ad-
vance & few more yards. The company commander decided it was

time to withdraw the platoon and called for artillery fire in
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front of the position. The platoon well dlspersed started mov-
ing rapidly back towards the crossroads. The enemy which had
been attacking the left flank were not recelving any of the ar-
tillery fire and consequently began firing at the men of the
1st Platoon. They in turn were taken ﬁnder fire by one sectlon
of heavj machine guns of the battalion Headqugrters Company in
poslition on the left flank of the croasrcads. Upon arrival at
'the crossroads the lst Platoon was placed on the left flenk of
the 24 Platoon, The combination of the fires from the artlle
lery, tanks, tank destroyers and the infantry troops were
sufficliently heavy to témporarily halt the enemy advance,

The organization of the defensive position &t the crosg-
roads under the Supervision of the battalion commanﬁer.had Just
about been completed by the time the lat Platoén of Company B
arrived, Besldes a platoon of tanks, a platoon of temk destroy-
ers, thelheavy machine gun platoon of battalion Headquarters.
Company, and Company B there were also artillery forward obe-
servers from the 48%9th Field-Artillery Battalion and the Brit-
‘ish 25th F.D. Regiment, The position was strong and well or-
ganized. It was the first time in three days that the men of
Company B felt tnat they would be fighting the enemy on & more
even scale. | _

. At this time the battaiion commander passed on to all
subordinste commenders the order frdm higher headquarters that
this position had to be held at all cost to allow British Second
Army time to move reinforcements into thé area. (43)

At 1400 hours the enemy leunched an Infantry-Tenk attack

(43) Stabement of Lt GCol Richard D. Chappule, Commanding Oi-
ficer, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion.
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that was almost a replica of the attack on Company B earlier
that day., Enemy infantry and tanks began a frontal attack just
as enemy artillery began to fall on the defensive position,

Simmltaneously, a second prong of the attack also including
infantry and tanks was coming from tﬁs northeast, The enemy
tank; at this time hed éoma ground on the north side of the
main road upen which they coﬁldrmaneuver. However, the only
concealment avallable to them was a few widely scattered farm
houses, Consequently they were immediately fired upon by tanks
and tank destroyers and the duel between armor broke out anew,
4s the epemy infantry, estimated to be of battalion strength,
continued their advance tﬁey ceme under the fire of the small
- arms end machine guns of Compeny B and the machine gun platoon
of the baﬁtalian Headquarters Company. . Artillefy fire ﬁaé used
sgalnst the tanks as well as the enemy infantry and was in-
strumental in repeated disorganization of the attacking farce,
Small groups of enemy Infaniry that did get within close range
of the posltlon were ineffectuel and quilckly disposed of by the
fires of Company B. Considering that the enemy was well aware
of our position, the artillery and'mértar fire directed upon
the position was not as heavy as'expected. The majority of
enemy artillery was passing overhead apparently directed at in-
stallations further to the rear., Three successlve attemptis by
- the enemy to penetrate the position falled, Eaech attempt being
repulsed bj the combined fires from within the position and the
supporting artillery.

By 1600 hpur3=it became apparent that the full weight of
the attack had been broken. Seven enemy tanks that had been
knocked out could be seen to the front and left front of the
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position, (44) The enemy infantry caéualties waere known to
be extremely high for there was so little cover availsble and
any movement on the surface of the ground could be seen easily
at 200 yards. Goﬁpany B's casualties for the éay-amounted to
two men killed end twelve wounded.

The remsinder of the gfterﬁoon and evening brought no
further attacks by the énamy. Combat action after dark was
~Jimited to patrolling 'bo“ the front end flanks, |

Early in the evenling the company received word that a
relief would be effected at midnight and thatlﬁoﬁpany B would
remaln In position untll notifled to move out, At 2330 hours
the tanks and tenk destroyers begen to move out under cover of
artilleryrfire. Concurrently the machine gun platoon  of bat-
talion Headquarterslcompany did\likewise. At midnight, the
compeny after haﬁing received the order to clear the position
started its regrward movement to the vehlcle gssembly ares,

The relieving units were from the 15th Scottish Division.
They were in a wgll prepared'defensive position approximately
one mile %o the rear of the position Company B had Just va-
cated. (45) | |

To sum up thé.rasults of this battle: Company B while 1t
did not succeed in carfying out fully its initial mission, did
repel the enemy attack. The company carfiad out its subsequent
defensive missions successfully even though fighting'against
numerically stronger forces; It‘seams apparent in considering
- the conduct of the enemy attacks that the enemy had underesti-
mated the oppesing forces. The determined and reragted attacks
indicate the importance the enemy placed on the opefation. Had

(44) A-3, p. o
(45) A-3’. p. 3
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the enemy succeeded in bresking through, the entire NIJMEGEN
sglient would haVe.been_endangered. Casualties sustained by
the company included seven killed, six missing, and thirty-five
wounded, The enemy losses, though not enumerated, were known
to be muech greater than our own,

Further evidence of the 1mportancapof the batfle was ex-
préssed in a letter from L&, General Miles C, Dempsey to the
Division Commander which stated: "I congratulate you &ll on .
the splendid way in which you held off the strong enemy attaﬁk
which came sgeinat you at MEIJEL, You ﬁere heavily outnumber-
ed, but, by holding fiﬁm, as you did, you gave me ample time
to bring up the necessary reserves, I appreciate the high |
fighting qualities which your division showed." (46)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. INITIAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE BATTALION

The piecemeeal employment of major elements of the battalion .
gréatly reduced its-effectiveﬁesa as a unit, Tﬁo companies hav-
ing been dispatched on individuel missions left the battalion
cammﬁnder'with only one rifle compeny and the battalion Head-
quarters Compeny for émploymént on a battselion mission, Upon
receipt of the mission to repel the enemy attack and recapture
MEIJEL the battslion commsnder had no alternative but to attack
with the one remaining rifle company toward the maln enemy
threaf. The attachment of one medium tank company provided
C1little mofe than a reaerva'since meneuverability of tanks was
so restricted in the area of employment, Each rifle company

was carrying out a Gifferent mission thus making any coordinated

Hgy 5-4, pc?6
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effort on the part of the battalion a virtual impossibility
until‘suéh time g8 the two flank companies were relieved of
their individual missione, The battalion plen included this
consideration end was tactically sound, _ngever, before any
coordinated éffort by the battalion could be realized esch com-
pany hed become engaged separately. Employment of the battalion
&8 & unit would in my opinion have met with consldersbly more
success. 4 coordinated attack by the battelion as a unit
initially_WOuld surely have presented a better opportunity

for completion of the entlre mission,

2+ RECONNAISSANCE

There was not sufficient time between the receipt of the
battalion order and the time deslgnated by higher headquarters
for the attack to permlt any ground recbnnaissance. This
coupled with the temporary lapse of information on the situ-
ation to the front influenced the plan of attack of the company.
A graund recommalssanee, 1f time hed been gvailable, would have
disclosed certain terrain conditiohs which were not indicated
or were in error on the map sheets available. Areas indicated
on the map a® swamps, woodlands or small areas covered with
water were not in all cases found to be in that state on the
ground, In some instaﬂces the opposlte was true. _A grounﬁ
reconnsissance would also have prévided the opportunity of
prior coordination with the commsnder of the unit through which
Company B was to pass, However, the time element permitted only
a brief map study and the plan of attack had to be made accord-

Inglye
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5. PREMATURE WITHDRAWAL OF TROOP D

As the leading platoon of Compasny B passed through the
positions of Troop b, g7th Cavalry Reconnaiéaance Squadron,
that unit withdrew in spite of the fact that assurance had
been gi#en that the uﬁit would remain in position until Com-
peny B was well heyondithﬁm. Whether the withdrawsl was or-
dered at that particular moment or whether it just "took
growth" 1s unknown to the writer. The point to belbréught .
out 1s that hed Troop D remalned in position the chain of
events which followed may have been altered in our faver. The
énemw attack launched just as Troop D withdrew could have been
repulsed mmch more rapidly and Company B could have contimued
its attéck. Instead the suppert.of that unit uas_losf and the
first and thlird platoons of Company B; plus artillery support,
repulsed the enemy attack but in the process the platoons suf=-
fered heavy cssusltles,

4, THE INFARTRY-TANK TEANM

The fellure of the sttached tank platoon to provide the
oxpected support in repelling the first enemy attack could
not be laid to the lack of.orﬂers, faulty communlcations nor
the unsulitabllity of the terrain, 1The onlﬁ §1ausihie expl aBp-
tion of the sction of the tank crews could be that they lacked
confidence in the troops with whqm'they wore fighting. The |
tanks were in firing positions, off the rosd, from which they
.could have supported Company Bls attack right into”MEIJEL.
When the enemy snti-tenk fire was directed st them it was only
8 mafter of seconds when one of the tenks was hit. Instead of

returning the fire at once the tank crews moved froﬁ their poal-

-
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'tions one after the other and fled to the rear leaving Com-
pany B to carry on ﬁlone.' The sight of their supﬁorting tanks
moving to the rear was demoralizing to the men of Combany B
to say the least. However they held fast, absorbed the enemy
attack and succeeded in repelling'it. If the tanks had re-
mained in positipn and assistgd in beating down the enemy
attack, the complexion of the entire operation may have been

different,

5, THE DEFENSIVE POSITION THE FIRST NIGHT

In orgenizing the position occupied on the night of 27
October 1944 consideration wes given to belng able to defend
in any direction since the company was lsolated from the rest
of the battalion, When the company first oceupied this posi-
tion 1t was not known that Company A would later in the night

teke up a position on the right flank of Company B. Therefofa
a perimeter was formed by the three platoons easch of which |
pleced small securitﬁ detachments to its froﬁt; One of these
detachments gave prior warning of the enemy attack- early on
the morning of 28 October and by the time the attack struck
everyone was fully prepared for it., The écmpany was attacked
frontally and on the left flank. The latter threat, supported
by tanks, was the more serious but by virtue of being in a peri-.

meter the enemy was unable to penetrate the posltion.

6, THE NIGHT WITHDRAWAL ON 28 OCTOBER 1944

The success of the'night withdrawal of Company B was
directly related to the complete orientation of every man,
Sufficient time was teken for this to insure that everyone

”~
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knew the plan and\the part they were to pley in 1t. Each man
knew exactly whom he wes to follow ahd who was to follow him,
'Each one knew that contact had to be maintained and that in-
formation would be passed fromrman to mﬁn as raplidly as pos-
sible. Precautions were taken to lessen the chance of com-
plete dlsorganization in the event the enemy was encountered,
The night was so §ark and observation so limited that any de-

- ployment would have been extremely difficult to control, The
route of withdrswal and the alternate routes to be used if
necessary had beeh pointed out on the map to platoon and squad -
- leaders, Wesgpons were not to be fired unless so ofdered by

the leeders, If the eneny had been encoﬁntered indiscriminate
firiﬁg by individuals‘certainly would have resulted 1in great
confusion, Provision was made for a small detachment to man-
euver and engage any enemy encountered, solely for the purpése
of drawing the enemy fire away frgm the compeny. 'The movement
1tself wags cautlious and unhurried, Contact was retsined through-
out the move and the company arrived at its destinatlon as &

unit, No one had become lost or separated dﬁring the withdrawsal,
7. ARTILLERY SUPPORT ' : v

The artillery fired in support of the company tbrcughduﬁ
the operation was excellent. During the 27th and 28th of
October, when no artillery forward observer was with Company B,
the artillery suppeft was of prims importance in repeliing each
eﬁemy attack, During: this period all artillery fired in support
of the Compeny was called for and adjusted by the company com-
mander or platoon ieaders. Each time a concentration was fired

it wes marked and assigned a number which permitted subsequent
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requests to be fired more rapidly. In spite of the.fact that
each request had to be made through battalion the fires were
forthcoming in a minimum length of time due to excellent
cooperation of the artillery liaison officer at battallon,

At no time was a request for artillery support deniled nor was
the fire delayed. Without this support it is very doubtiul

whether Company B could heve repelled the rapeated enemy attacks,
LESSONS

1. Piacemeal employment ef 1ndividual elements of a combat

PR STRRCRPEL KMNWAQZFM‘U&M T L e T O N Py T
2. A plan of operation should provide sufficient time for
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should be supported by thelfires of that unit until they be-”'

. ‘ WINPT % T e
come masked. ‘ '
<t

4. Hutual confidence gained through extensive training is
a prerequisite to successful smployment of the infantry- ank eam,
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for an isolated unit.
MW

6 Complete orientation af every 1ndiv1&ual is mandatory
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to 1nsure a sucdassful night withdrawal.

7. Every infantry unit leader, down to_and including squad
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leaders, shnuld raceiveA;ﬂ;;__xf”
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