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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 329TH
INFANTRY (83D INPANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK
ALONG THE ROAD TO PERIERS, 4 JULY 194k

(NORMANDY CAHPAI&N) |
(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

ORIEHTATIOH :

INTRODUCTION _

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion,
329th Infantry, 83d US Division, in the attack along the road
to PERIERS, France, 4 July 1944, during the Normandy Campaign.

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to
discusa briefly the major events which led up to this action.

On 6 June 1944 the First US Army and British Secdnd Army
successfully invaded France under operation plan OVERLORD.

The main objectives were, first to establish a beachhead and,
secondly, to destroy the German forces in Western France.

The mission of'the British Second Army was to protdct'the
left flank of the US First Army against the expected counter-
attacks. The US VII Corps of First Army to cut the COTENTIN
paninaula and seize the post of CHERBOURG. The V Corps was
‘to drive toward ST. L0. A-7, p. 88, (See Map 4)

On D-Day the 83d Infantry Division was part of the US
Third Army stationed in England, On 19 June 1944 the 83d
'Infantry Division sailed from PLYMOUTH and FALMOUTH for the
coast of Ftance. - Because of_bad storms in the English
Channel the 834 Infantry Division was délayed in debarking._
On 23 June 1944 the division debarked on Omaha Beach and
clogsed in an.assembly area near BRICQUEVILIE, France. A-2,

page 22.

(1) A-8, p. 88
(2) A-E, pl 22



The port of CHERBOURG fell to the VII Corps on 27 June
1944. The First Army's plan then was to continue the drive
to fhe-soutﬁ. , |

On 27 June519#h the 83d Infantry Division left the .
assembly area at BRIGQﬁEVILﬂE and moved'by motor and foot
through the recently c&ptured town of CARENTAN on its way
to relieve the 10lst Airborne Division which was holding
the line south and west of CARENTAN. (3) (See Map A)
'THE GENERAL SITUATION

_The'Firsf'Armj's plan was to initiate an attack by its
- VIII Corps. The other corps would attack on order from
first Army. This plan was put into éffect by a field order
issued 1 July 1944 by First Army. Before this attack could
be launched there would_have to be considerable fqgrouping
of forces. On the left, V Corps would retain the lst and 2d
Us Inraﬁtrylnivisions and the 2d Armored Division. XIX Corps
‘retained the 30th U3 Infantry Divisioné. The VII Corps was
moved to a position between‘?iII and XIX Corps and brought
with it from CHERBOURG the 4th and 9th US Infantry Divisions
~and was to take over the 83d Infantry Division in its new
location. (5) VIII Corps, located in the extreme right of
the First Army zone, consisted of the 79th, 82d Airborne,
90th and 83d Infantry Divisions. On 2 July 19#& the 83d
Infantry Division reverted from VIII to VII Corps in its
present location.

The VIII Corps was to attack on 3 July 1944 with the
90th Infantry Division making the main effort. (6)

(3) A-1, p..28
(lf A_""?, po 32
(5 A"’? 3 p. 82
(6 A"? 3 pt 82



The terrain in the zone of‘the 90th Infantry Division
presented a serious obstacle. The keypoint was HILL 122,
which afforded the Germans observation over the entire
division sector and extenlively_east into the VII Corps
zone, (7) | |

The large swampy area, PRAIRIE MARECAGUSES de Gorges,
ran across the sector of the 90thfInfantry Division and
east well into the sector of VII Corps - particularly in
' the zone of the 83d Infantry Division. Other than the two
featurea'mentioned, the terrain was not over one hundred
meters high and well netted with unimproved roﬁds and
trails. The fields were well enclosed with the now famous
Hedgerows., (8) '

The entire First Army was disposed on a thirty-five
mile front of this, The 83d Infantry Division had about
three miles. (9) | . |

The 83d Infintry Divisiaﬁ had the 331st Infantry
Regiment on the right and the 330th Infantry Regiment on
the 1eft; _The lst Battalion of the 329th was in position
proﬁecting CARENTAN. The remainder of the reéiment wWas inv
division reserve, (10) ' |

The 83d Infantry Division had not yet had any combat
time and the proper techmnique of fighting in hedgerows had
not been tried by this division. Infantfy-tank team was a
phrase unheard of‘until & few days before relieving 10lst

Airborne Division, when the platoons were given three hours

) A-18, p. 11
) 1-1, p. 26
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of infantry-tank.ﬁeam training.' The division was quitc.up
to strength although a féw casﬁalties-wuro suffered while
in the ffOnt-lino defensive position. Morale was high.
The division was weil trained, except for deficiencies
~noted, and well supplied with ammunition ind equipment,
Only the 331st and 330th Regimonts had gotten any patrol
experience whils the division was om line. (11)

According to G-2 reports apmd information received
from the relieved 10lst Airborne Division, the 83d Infantry
Division would be opposed hf the i?SS Panzer Grenadier
* Division and elements of the 6th Parachute Regiment of the
2d Parachute Division. The fighting spirit of these troops
was excellemt. (12) o

VII Corps Field Order No, 4y 3 July 4i, directed the
VII Corps mext operation would open July 4. The 83d
- Infantry Diviaion was to imaugurate the attack by Jumping
off OLL5, pushing its astack along the line SAIRTEKRY - le
Rust and eliminate the en@my in the area of les Balefie -
le Mesvil - le Bue in order to prbvide room for Subsdqunnt
operations. If light appaaitinn was encountered the drive
was to continue to the TAUTE RIVER. (13)

The corps objective was the ridge line just north of
.SOULE RIVER. (14)

The 83d Infantry Division ordered the 33lst'aﬁd the
330th Infantry Regiments, with the 331st on the right, to
attack generally south and cut the GAREHTAHePERIERS road.

1l) Personal knowledge
12) Personal knowledge
13 A.s ,

(
{
(13)

(14} a-3



2d Battalion, 329th Infantry, under division control,
was to attack west, then south apndgseize the ground in
vicinity of RAFFOVILLE and be preparéd to conﬁinuo the
attack.to-PERIERS‘ _ |

The remainder of the 329th, less Cannon Gompany, was
to be in division reserve. (15) _
DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 329TH INFANTRY

On 3 July the_329th infantry.waé dispoaed-with the lst
Battalion in defensive position with the mission of protect-
ing CARENTAN. The 2d and 3d Battalions were in.division
reserve, For the attack on k July the 1lst Battalion was to
move from CARENTAN to become regimental reserve with the 3d
Battalion, and only the 2d Battalion was to initlate the
attack. The 2d Battalion was taken from regimental control
and put under division control for the operation. No pro-
visions were made for protection of the right flank of the
2d Battalion - the 24 Battalion was to use its reserve
company for left flank protection and maintain contact with
the 331st Infantry. {(18)
THE BATTALION SITUATION

When the 2d Battalion, 329th Infantry moved from
BRICQUEVILIE to LA GRANVALLERIE to become division reserve,

it was not known to the battalion where and when it would

see its first action, The morale of the battalion was high
as they got paid on 30 June in their bivouac area and wére
provided with money order privileges. The stréhgtﬁ of the

battalion was one hundred percent.' There was no supply

5) A-1 o I
6) Personal knowledge: statement of Col E. B. Crabill,
29 Dec 1949 . | |
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problem as far as the unit was concerned; however, in talke
ing with the relieved 10l1st Airborne Division personnel, it
was learnéd'by the men and officers of the 2d Battalion that
~ the Germans feared and had great respect‘for the US Browning
Automatic Rifle, Efforts were made to.secure more BARS
through the Battalion S-4. He obtained three for each rifle
company. (17) | | |

~ Upon receiving their first attack order 6n 2 July 1944,
the 2d Battalion made additionhl efforts to secure ammunition
above the unit of fire, Additional light machine guns were
also obtained. Because of their knowledge of the swampy
terrain in the area, there was great concern in the minds
of the battalion personnel wheth@r_an antitank rifle greande
would détonaté on contact with the ground. This was soon
tried, and proved possible; a sigh of relief could be seen
on all faces. (18)

The terrain in the zone of the 2d Battalion alto pre-.
sented other obstacles. Because of.the swampy area lying
between the proposed line of departure and the enemy’ held
ground, it seemed that it would not be possible to use
infantry-tank teams, or even be able to pull the towed 57-mm‘
antitank guns to the objective area, Emphasis was then
placed on antitank rifle grenades and focket launchers,

No patrols had been sent out from the battalion to
’actually determine how swampy the ground was, but from all

reports received it seemed it would present a prthlem of
'fgetting antitank protection on the objective area, From a

(17) Personal knowledge : statement of Lt Arthur J. Wagner
(18) Personal knowledge | o L :




map study of the terrain the battalion commander.qouid‘tell
that thelground in the objective area.shouid:be of firm
standiﬁg. There were no foads or bridges crossing the @waﬁp.
| The so-called "island" that comprised part of the obe
Jjective érea was about [900 yards long and about 500 yards
wide ~ with tﬁe forward-tip'only about 200 yérds'wide. (See
Egﬁ_g) It was covered completely by small fields well en-
closed by hedgerows. The island was cut lengthwise by dirt
roads which ran from the swamp to the rear -7generally down
- the center of the island. All around the island there was |
a ditch two feet deep and about 12_feef ﬁide'- well filled
with water. There were three buildingé about one hundred
y&rds from the edgé_of the swamp.

The main ehemy forces in this érea were elements 6f
1758 Panzer Grenadier Division and of the éth Parachute
Regiment, G-2 reports stated the island was held by-“ren;
nants of a company," mostly Russian volunteers and coﬁscript—
ed laborers. The "remnants™ had no desire to fight and
wished to aurrendef; 'Hoﬁnvér the 1788 Pénzer Grenadiers _
were known to be tenacious fighters. (19)

The weather was warm and sunny with very few local
showers. This would'ndt present a problem to thé battalion
or should it affect its'cperatidn.

THE_BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The line of departure would be the east side of the

swamp; H;Eour 0#45 3 July 1944,
| The 2d Battalion's plan was to attack in a column of
companies. F Company ‘would lead off with two platoons

(19} Personal knowledge_and statement of Lt Coi C; L.
Bowen, Jr o
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abreast and upon reaching the first phase line ﬁhe'battalioﬁ
commander would be notified and E Company would crosa the
LofD ‘and move to the 1eft of F Company with the road as a
 boundary between the two companies. (See Ma Map C) F Company
" would reorganize on the right of the road and bé-pfgpared
..to push on as soon as E Company came abreast. G Company was
to be the battalion resefve and would crosé.the swamp on
order from-ﬁhe battalion commander and move on the left
flank of the two lead companies with the mission of protect-
ing the left flank and maintaining contact with,the 331st
Infantry Regimeht. Upon reaching the_objﬁctive the battalion
‘would reorganize and be prepared to continue the attack onm
order, N
Accompanyiﬁg F Company'uould be one artille;y.forward
‘observer and an engineer officer who was to determine the
trafficability of the swamp. The battalion 57-mm antitank
platoon was to follow E Company and upon reaching the first
phase linq be under battalion control. Attached to F Company
would be one platoom of heavy machine guns from H Company,
The command group of F Company was to be followsd by F _ 
Company's support platoon. Cannon Company, 329th Inféﬁtry'
was to fire on the enemy position from H-15 to H=hour. The
battalion would also be supported by the 322d Field Artillery
Battalion and the 324th Field Artillery Medium Battalion, who
‘would fire_from‘H-ZO'to H—Bouf along with all corps and army
battalions that could reach the objective érea. The 8l-mm
Hortar Platoon, H Company was.to support from rear of LofD.
‘Also attached to the battalion, and to be committed as
~8oon as possible was a platoon of tanks from the 746th Ténk

10




Battalion and a platbon'of tank destroyers from.the 8024 TD
Béttalion. 'On call the battalion could obtain support_frbm
the 1lst Battalion, 66th.Armored‘ﬁegiment 2d Armored DivisionQ

The battalion OP would be on the LofD; battalion GP and
aid station near buildinga as shown on an C. The 2d Heavy
Machine Guk Platoon, H Company support by fire as sbon as
possible from LofD. ' |

'The battalion comﬂandér took his company commanders on
reconnaissance to the LofD and along the route to the forward |
asaembiy area. In turn, the company commanders todk their
ﬁlatoon'leaders on the same reconnaissance. Upon returning
to the bivouae area the platoon leaders thoroughly briefed
their platoons.

At about 1700 2 July 1944 the battalion was informed
it would not attack on 3 July but on 4 July, same time and
formation. This gave the'battalion another 24 hours to iron
out any wrinkles in their plan. (20} = |
MOVEMENT TQ THE LOFD AND FINAL fREP&g&TIOH FOE THE ATTACK

During the afternoon of‘B Jﬁly 1944 ammunitioﬁ uas.dis-
tributed and combat packs were stripped to the'vary bare es-
sentials. Duffle bags were §acked and turned over to the
regimental S-4 for storagé.' Gas magks were piled in the
bivouac_area, to be rembved later'by regimen;.-VOne C-ration
was issued per individual - not to be consumed until break-
fast L July. A hot supper was served on the evening of 3
July after which kitchens reverted to regimental control. {(21)

(20} Personal knowledge and statement of Lt Gol G L. Bowen,
e
(21) Personal knowledge




‘At 0300, 4 July the battalion was alerted for movement
to the forward assembly area. It moved out from its bivouac
area at LA GRANVALLERIE in the order of F Company, E Company,
H Compény, Headquartefs'and‘G Company. ﬁpon reaching its.
forward assembly area it halted and consumed its breakfast
ration. (See Map B) As‘sdon as the supporting artillery
concentrations gtarted falling the bBattalion moved to the
line of departure, with F Company going'to the line of _
departure, and:E Company Jjust to the east, While F Company
was waiting for_HQHour, Lt Smith, thé battalion S-2, came to
the hattalibn—commandér with a new aerial photo of the ob-
jective, indicating that much new digging had taken place by'
the Germans. Hurriedly it was passed to the officers of F
Company who took a look at it_ahd-became bewildered, It was
too late to change the plan of attack as H-Hour was here. (22)

 NARRATION o
THE ATTACK OF THE "ISLAND®
Company F; ied bj‘Capt Richard E. Randall, crossed the

line of departure with tbe 1lst Elatooq,.led by Lt George W.
Stahley on the left and the 2d‘Pla£oon, ied by Lt anald L.
Richardson on the righﬁ. (See Map C) gThey had a ﬁerfect
formation and looked like théj'ﬁere on a blank fire problem,
But something happened immediately that F Company hadn't
planned on; there wﬁs already slight fog in the area, day-_
light hadn't arrived as yet and the smdké ffom the artillery
goncentrations_settled between the LofD and the objective,

| It was impossible to see anything. The two assault platodns

(22) Statement of Capt Richard E. Rendall, 28 Jan 1950
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disappeared in the fog and smoke, so F Company commander
decided to also move out. With him went the artilléry for-
ward observer, the engineer officer and his party, Lt George
P. Hopley with F Company's light machine gun section, Lt
Frank R. Tukl, platoon leader of 3d Platoon and two F Com-
pany runners. The command group was halfway across the
swamp when the enemy started dﬁehing fire with machine guns,
mortars and artillary.. One platoon of H Company's heavy
machine guns set up on & LofD were unable to fire a shot
in support of F Company as visibility wéa nil. The enemy
machine gun fire was ﬁostly in the 2d Platoon's zone. (23)-

The command party started to receive caaualties. The
engineer officer wa.s severely wounded - Oheé runner was
wounded, Lt Yukl and_Capt Randall were both slightly
- wounded but stayed on. |

Upon reaching the island F Company commander found
that 2d Platoon had veered to the right. The lst Platoon
was dead on for directions. The sﬁpport squad of the lst
Platodn was immediately committed to fill in the gap between
the two platoons. After a brisk fight'the first hedgerow
was taken. F Company commander, in this action, was wounded
-about the face and left arm by a potato masher granade.
-Mambers of his company insisted he go back to the aid
station - he refused,-and accepted first_ald treatment from
a compény aid mﬁn. (24)

After receiving first aid the company commander waé
approached by a runner from the 1st'P1atoen; telling him
that Lt George W.‘Stéhley had been killed. The runner was

23) Statement of Gapt Richard E, Randall, 28 Jan 1950
24) Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall 28 Jan 1950
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quite hysterical and the company commander could mot find
out from him as to the exact status of the lst Platoon. So
he immediately'sent It Tukl over to the 1lst Platoon to find
what the situation was. (25)

By this time the smoke had 1lifted, and Capt Randall
started to the right where the 2d Platoon should be. The
first man he met was Lt Richardson a_dead;dhad taken a
burst of machine gun fire through the middle. Capt Randall
couldn't find the platoon sergeant so he took b?er momen-
tarily himseIf.' (26)

After briefly questioning members of the 2d Plﬁtoon,
Capt Randall found out what the 2d Platoon had encountered.
As soon as the artillery fire was lifted, 2d Platoon.left
the line of departure and immediately came under enemy
machine gun fire ahd had its two lead squads pinhed down in
the swanp, Lt Richﬁrdsbn sent Staff Sergeant Gentile with
his support squad around the right to knock out the guns
. that had been holding up the advance of the 2d Platoon.
(See Map C) The squad was uugcassful and enabled the rest
of the 2d Platoon to get up and move to the first hedgerow.
While leading the platoon forward to the "island,® 1Lt |
Richardson was killed by machine gun fire,

Things were fairly quiet now except for friendly ar-
tillery'concentrations which were falling too far forward
of the friéndly troops. The artillery forward observer had
been severely wounded and now artillery fire was being ob-
served by the artillefy liaison officer from the battalion

(25] Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
- (26) Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
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OP. It was very difficult to observe fire from the OP as it
- was not known at the OP just enactly where F Company was
located. The liaison officer had very little information

of the action as little information had been given to the
\battalion commander, And when the artillery liaison officer
' became a casualty he was replaced by one who knew ahsolutely
nothing of the aituation. (27) . |

At 0700 Capt Randall‘called the battalidn commander, Lt
Col Claude L. Bowon, Jr.,'and gave him the location of F |
Company, the names of key leaders that were casualties and
- an estxmate of the fighting strength of the two platoons on
position.

The 2d_P1atoon was about half strength and the morale
wao broken - the lst Platoon had about 25 men left. The
company commander took the. oupport squad of the 1st Platoon
and spread it out thinly along the lihe, filled in gaps, and
then notified Lt Yukl,.who was now_in command of the platoon,
of what he had done. t28) | |

" After spreading troops thinly along the line, Capt
Randall called Lt_Hansel, Executive Officer of F Conpany,
and told him of the situation ano to take command of the

sSupport platoon and wait for orders to_oross'the swﬁmp.-

During thio conversation the Woaoons PlatoOn of F Company
came over. Why? Nobody knew, nnless the platoon sergeant
thought they were needed. Capt Randall held them at the
first hedgerow until he could determine where they could best

" be used., (29)

%27) Personal knowledge
} Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall 28 Jan 1950
(29 Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall 28 Jan 1950
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Soon Lt Hansel came over with the support platoqn. He
said ;ord was received at the battalion OP that the company
commander had been knocked out and that the support platoon
was needed. - (30) |

The company'commander felt that he must hdlster the 2d
"Platoon as they were in toﬁgh shape; 80 he took one squad of
the 3d Platoon and added it to the thinly held interval and
shiftéd the rest of the 24 Platoon a little to the right,

He didn't want to commit the whole support platoon 80 only
used the one squad and left the rest as a possible maneuver-
ing force to the right as there,were no frienqu troops in
that aréa. The'90th Division had not advanced far enough to
make contact possible with the 2d Battalion. (Blf

Capt Randall was preparing for a counterattack that was
sure to come at any time. He sent Lt Hopley with the light
machine gun section to the left to join the 1lst Platoon and
had the platoon sergeant take the 60-mm Mortar Sectidn and
placed them in action behind the 2d Platoon.

F Company had not been getﬁing any motor support ap to
this time. The platoon leader_of the 8l-mm Mortar Platoon
could not ascertaih the exact location of Ficompany's'front
lines. Soon after F Coﬁpany had' its crew-served weépons in
place mortar fire bégan falling on the hedgerows they ﬁura
holding. They didn't know if it was enemy or.friendly mortar
' fire but it did cause some more casualties, Lt George P.
Hopley, Wbapoﬁs Platoon Léadef of F COmﬁany, was killed by
‘this fire, Lt Yukl suffered severe concussion and Capt

[30} Statement of Lt Jack Hansel, 20 Dec 1949
‘Statement of Lt Jack Hansel 20 Dec 1949
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Randall was wounded again. Soon both recovered enough to
go on. {32) | _

At about 0800 when Capt Randall went to see Lt Hansel,
who was now in command of the 2d Platoon, and lst'Sgt
Fbwler who was in command of the remainder of the 3d Platoon
at the edge of the swamp, he saw E Company all mixed up
with F Company. E Company was not to cross the swamp until
F Company had reached the first phase line, but because of
F Company's precarious position the battalion commander
decided td send E Company over to drive the enemy back., E
Company commander, Capt Raymond E, Poore, didn't know the
exact locatioh of F Company but veered to the fight to make
sure they would effect contact. (33)

E Company suffered terrific casualties in crossing the
swamp. They were disposed with two platoons abreast follow-
ed by the Weapons Platoon and theréuppdrt platoon, Lt.
Robert G. Jacobson had been killed. Lt John A, Allem was
se#erely wounded in the center of the swamp. Capt Poore
suffered severe bbncussion upon reaching his forward platoons.

With the assistance of Lt Bialek and Lt Zender of E |
Company, Capt Randall'spent some time getting the two com-
panies separated. They finally found about 75 E Company men
and called it Company E. There were still some(EEE?hen in F
Company that were found later; the rest had been casualties
in crossing the swamp. The E Company men in F Company's 2d
Platoon bolstered the strength of the 2d Platoon so were
allowed to remain there, Capt Randall then pulled out the

{32} Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
33) Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
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one squad of the 3d Platodﬁ_and had it revert back to tﬁe
- 34 Platoon. This gave F Company a support platoon of about
35 men, (34) (See Map D)

While E and F Companiea were reorganizing G Company
moved to the LofD. In_moving up they started to receive |
88-mm fire. The platoon leader of the 3d Platoon, Lt Virgil
H.'Mpclintic, was wounded. One company aid man was wounded
by a sniper. G Company waé prepared to cross the swﬁmp and
move on the left of E Company on order. It would move in &
* column of platoons, lst 2d, Weapons and 3d. 8Shortly after
it reached the LofD it received more 88—mm fire coming from
the zone of the 331st Infantry Regiment. Several men had
been killed and wounded, so the battalion commander ordered
Capt Granville A, Sharpe G Company commandef, to have his
company dig in on the LofD as they probahly wouldn't be sent
over for some time. The men dug in, (35)

H Company's 2d Machine Gun Platoon was ordered into
position on-thé.first hedgerow on edge of the swamp and be |
prepared to render fire support to E and F Companies. They
were hardly in position when a direct hit from an 88-mm hit
one of their machine guns, killing the platoon sérgeant;'
Frank T. Clemens, and the entire gun crew. The battalion
gﬁmmander and G Company commander were also wounded but not
evacuated. (36) | |

Cannon Company and lupport1ng artillery battalion kept

firing on the objective. These fires were not obaerved too
well as thare was no forward observer with E and F Companiea.
(Bhi Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall, 28 Jan 1950

!35 Personal knowledge
Personal knowledge -
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During the reorganization of E and F Companies, Lt
Bialek, Executive Officer of E Gompaﬁy,.éuggested'thaf all
- officers téke orders from Capt Randall, as he was quite
familiaf with the situation, and to group the ramaining men
of E Company less the Wéapons Platoon, and call.it a platoon
of F Company, Lt Zender of E Company would take command of .
the‘Weapons Platoons of both companiés. This‘was finally
_ agfeed upon bj the officers and they were ready to move again;

Capt Randall's plan thgu‘was to split the riflemen of E
Cbmpany under Lt Bialek, and straighten out the line Gﬁ“thﬁ
left with one group to attempt to reduce the enemy in the
left ‘sector of the.battaliOn. Capt Randall was to take the'
3d Platoon of F Company and straighten out the right side of
the line and mdve_up on the right of the "island,” Both units
pushed simultaneously with 60-mm.mortar sﬁpport. _Lm Bialek 
was successful in straightening the line. Capt Randall was
unsuccessful as the enemy machine guns opened up in the 90th
Division zone, His group suffered a few casualties. Then
with ﬁore mortar fire he tried it again - without success,
Then Lt Zender tried it with mortar crews as riflemen but
also had no success. Light machine guns were used as much
as possible each time. the platodn of heavy machine guns in
the center élso.gave limited fire support becauqe'of the
hédgerowé.‘ (See Map D) | ' |

At about 1200 Lt Yukl and Lt Hansel tried another frowtal
attack in conjunction with two flanking attempts, suppqrted by

machine guns and 60-mm mortars but met with no success. (37)

(37) Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
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Capt Randall called'the battalion commander on the
~only SCR-300 they had on the position to request lots of
-mortar and artillery fire to keep the_Germahs from forming .
for counterattacks. The request was granted - along with
white phosphorus from the CannOn'Gompany. E and F Companies
were receiving heavy mortar fire and were expecting a counter-
attack any minute. .Lt Iukl.reported hearing enémy tanks to
the front. The men were dug in, either in new holes or

holes left by the'Germans.. About every fourth man was
“designafed as a look-out man for counterattacks, E and F
Companies wefe receiving very little small arms fire at thié
time. {38) _ | _

Again Capt Randall called the battalion Qommander.and :

told him herwas stuck but would try it again.,  The battalion
commander said, "No, hold up where you are and'feorganiZe |
the best you can and dig in." The battalion commander stated
he would send G Company over after dark to render assistance.
He had planned to send G Company over sooner but because of
the enemy firg on the line of departure and in the swamp
there would be too many casualties. (39) |
| When Lt Col Bowen informed Division of the situation
and his plan he was told to send out G Company at 1500
| regardless, | ' |

| Upon effecting reorganization on his position Capt'
Randall'had é nose éount taken and found there were only

about 100 effective fighters on the position.
At about 1330 the first enemy counterattack came, They
hit on the right flank; infantry supported by self-propelled

(38} Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall, 28 Jan 1950
(39} Statement of Lt Col C. L. Bowan Jr
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88s., The 2d Platoon of F Company was forced to yield and
‘drop back one hedgerow. ISee Map E)

Both the company commander and the platoon leader tried
to hold the men there but they withdrew to the next hedgerow -
in a dasze,

_ ‘At 1&30 the second éounteraftack was launched by the
Germans, this time on thé left of the position. (See Map E)
The-enemyldrove.back Lt Bialgk'a flank and caused about 40
casualties -Ikilled, wounded and missing. Lt Milton J,
Bialek was killed and Lt Ernest L. MacMurphy, Jr., was se-
verely wounded. Lt Costa reported ﬁo Capt Randall that the
situation looked bad as far as machine gun.sﬁpport,was cone
cerned. His men were removing the bolts'fram their guns and
withdrawing., The other officers begged to drop back one
hedgerow to better positions with the few men that were
still available. At this point it became evident that un-
less reinfarcements were received, a withdrawal would be in
order. (40} ‘_

| Cap£ Randall immediately called the battalion éommander
and told him of the situation; that he needed reinforcements
or would like to withdraw as he didn't have enough troops to
hold the last hedgerow he wa$ on, Tﬁe battalion comﬁander
said to start a withdrawal. Caﬁt Réndail informed the bat-
talion commander that he would like lots of smoke - especiﬁl—
ly on the left to obscure observation from%ﬁhe enemy machine
guns that were firing:into their backs fro; the 331st In-
fantry zone and also on the right in the 90th Division'ﬁoﬁe.

(40) Statement of Capt Richard E, Randall, 28 Jan 1950
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The battalion commander notified Division of the éitua-
tion and they okeyed the withdraﬁal. G Compahy was then |
notified it woﬁld not . croas tﬁé swamp at 1500 but to stay in
position and render fire support if necessary for the with-
drawal of E and F Companies.

The plan of withdrawal was for Lt Zender and.Capt‘
Randall to stay with the 3d Platoon of F Gompany'on'the
hedgerow on thé:edge of the "iéianda" Lt Yukl and Lt Hansell
would take what was left of E and F dombaniés and start back
under cover of smoke and take up pdsitions'along the line of
departure. As soon as smoke was heavy encugh the withdrawal
would start. (41) | | )

At this time Gompény G, from its position, could see
enemy troops to the left of the line held by E and F Com-
panies, They appeared to be wanting to surrender,. kA'platoon
"Lleader of G Company walked out into the swamp on the left of
the line of departure and by waving and calling to them, got
about 20 to start across the swémp_to_the'LofD. The would-be
" prisoners hadn't gone very far when either their own machine
guns from the jBlSﬁ-Infantry zbne or the 2d Battalion's sup-
pofting.artillery fired on them, They withdrew to théir
original-positian. The néxt time they came out there were
about 50 but they quicklj withdrew for the same reason. The
platoon leader fan'to the artillery liaison officer and-_
requested that the fires either be stopped or shifted. The
artillery observer informed the platoon leader that he could
not stop the.fires as they'were being cgntrolled:by Division

(41) Statement of Capt Richard E. Randall, 28 Jan 1950
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“and that he had to fire them in order to allow E and F Com-
panies to withdraw. The fires continued and no prisoners
were taken. (42)

E and F Companies s8lowly started their withdrawal. Al-
though the cdnpanies had taken é terrific beating on the
"island" some men were very reluctant about withdrawing and
elected to remain and infiltrate back during the night under
cover of darkness. _

Lt Yukl and Lt Hansel started their withdrawal with
as many men as could be'coaxed'inpo withdrawing. Nearly |
everybody went back on their hands and knees - e¢ither singly.
or in groups of twos or threes. It Iﬁki was killed in the
swamp in the withdrawal; however Lt Hansel made his way back,
taking advantage of the smell canal ditch and began placing
‘the men in firing positiocn on the right of the line of
departure to cover.tha withdrawal of the Bd Platoon of F
Company .

- When Capt Randall thought this group was in position
he started the withdrawal of the 3d Platoon. Both he and
Lt Zender hﬁd a difficult job in persuading the 3d Platoon
to keep dispersed and under covér of the smoke. Capt
Randall was handicapped in his movements by carrying the
lst Sgt of E Company under one arm and an F Company_mhn,
who had been blinded by a mortar shell, under the oﬁher arm.
Both officers were successful in getting the 3d Platoon
back to the LofD even though they became separated several
times.

- {42) Personal knowledge
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Upon reaching the line of'departure area Capt Randall
rounded up all the men of the two compaﬁies‘and led them to
the battalion aid .station., Those in need of first aid were
treated immediately or evacuated. Capt Randall reported to
‘the battalion commander, The battalion commander ordered
Capt Richard‘Carr, battalion S-3, to take Capt Randall to
regiment and give a report of the operations to Maj Holt,
regimental 3-3. Upon completion of the report Capt Randall
was to be evacuated as g casualty; however he went back to
his company to see his men. He was later found there by the.
battalion and regimenﬁal'coﬁmanders and placéd in an ambu~
lance and evacuated. (&3) |

During the day the béttalion surgeon, Capt John M.
Bretz, refused to let any of his aid men go out into the
swamp and evacuate thq wounded, No doubt there was a con-.
8iderable number of wounded_in the swamp, jﬁdging by the few
who had withdrawn. | | |

At about 2200, one of the two G Company's German speak-
ing lieutenants obtained the company conmandﬁr's permission
to alert the company in position and'baupreparéd to assiat
him, by fire if necessary, in the evacuation of the wounded.
He then walked out to the middle of the swamp to a man who
was severély wounded. He also noticed several others lying
around wounded or dead, He called to the Germans and asked
for medical assistance and a truce, whereupon two German |
parachute mediés appeared with a white undershirt on a stick.
With the German medics assistance, leg and arm splints were

(43) Eersonal knowledge and statement of Lt Col C. L. Bowen,
r .
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: impfovised’anﬂ this one caaﬁalty was ready for evacuation.
However, the German Qedica refused to assist in carrying'
the wounded soldier to the American side. The officer then
called to the other German speaking lieutenant and asked
him to bring a litter ﬁnd a few men to help carry} While
'this waﬁ belng acknowledged a truce was nade‘td the effect
thet the 2d Battalion ald station persomnel would be allowed
to help evacuate the wounded from thé awamp., ?ha battalion
surgeon was immediately notified and he came forward with
the entire aid station personnel and the swamp was cleared
of all the wounded. The German medics informed the battalion
surgeon that all American casualties-dn the "island"™ had
been treated and evacuated; the exact numberiwas.noﬁ reveal-
ed. §ev§ral of the casualties eéacuated to the battalion
aid station died during the night, as‘ambulahces were for-
bidden to ﬁse_the road because of light aphmy.interd;ctory.
fire. (4k) |

G Company took up a defensive position along the lino
of departure and stayed there the night of L-S July l9hb.
The night was uneventful except for a small enemy patrol |
that tried to infiltrate into the 2d Battalion lines, They
were forced to retreat, yielding only one prisoner. N

To sum up the results of the battle: The 2d Battalion,
329th Infantry, failed miserably in its attempt to gain any
ground along the CARENTAN.PERIERS Road., However, it did
take slight prQséure off the 90th Division on the right and
the 331st Infantry on the left, allowing both to make slight

(44) Personal knowledge -
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gains. As viewed from a division level, this attack did
not help the operation of the division on that day or for
several weeks to come, Ag for the future fighting capabili-
ties of the 2d Battalion, 329th Infantry Regiment, one mﬁy
quote Col Edwin B, Crabill, regimental commander, "They were
~ of no future value in the Normandy Campaign and oniy_began
to be a fighting"unit ‘again in ST. MALO Campaign.™ (45)

As to the number of German casualties, not much could
be said, as the 2d Battalion never got on the position far
enough to get an esﬁimate. However, the 2d'Battalibn took
terrific casualties. This can be substantiated by an entry
in the Unit Journal, 329th Infantry, as of 1100, 5 July 1944,
"2d Battalion estimated the strength of F and E Companies at
' 70 each, G Company was minus 20, Battalion Headquarters 
Company minus 11, H Company, part of one platoon missing, in
addition to other casualties. Strégglers were still éoming
in.* (46) |

- 0f the casualties:reported, seven were officers killed
in action, four officers wounded requiring evacuation, and
two officers required evacuation for rest, In additioh,_twﬁ
field artillery observers and an engineer officer were evacu-
ated for wounds. E and F Companies lost nearly all of their
key noncommissioned officers.

' ANALYSIS AND CRITICI§§
1, PATROLLING" |

The fact that the 2d Battalien had not patrolled to and

in the objective area sariously handicapped the battalion

{45) Statement of Col Edwin B, Crabill 29 Dec 1949
( 46) A-2, p. 32 E
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because of lnck of information of the enemy. The only in-
formation obtained of the "island® was secured by the 83d
Reconneiseance Troop and this stated that the "igland was
held by remnants of a company, plue Russian volunteer and
conscripted 1aborers, who had a desire to surrender. Had
this been the caee more prisoners would have been taken by -
the 10lst Airborne Division and also by the relieving 331lst
Infantrj Regiment. The late arrival of an.aerial photo of

-~ the "ielend" showed many additional positions that were not
Spotted in patrolling by any unit,
2. THE SWAMP _ ‘

- The swampicertainly hindered the operation of the bat-
talion. In moving 300 yards over the open terrain the
advancing platoons were under enemy observation and direct
fire at all times. In places, it wes.difficult for a combat
loaded soldier to welk becauae of the-spongy ground., It
slowed up his advance making it difficult for the platoon
| leader to keep the proper formation. Had there been a
thorough reconnaissance made of the Bwamp prior to the
attack, it ie certain that there were plaoes where movement
would have been easier. Also the available tanks could have
been used by the battalion in crossing the swanp. Some men -
found the ground fairly firm and wondered why the tanks were
not used, 0n evacuation, the engineer officer stated he
believed thet there were routes suitable for tank movement,
Had he been able to get back himself or send the information
back the tanks could at least have been taken out as far as

possible and rendered fire support from that position,
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3. IHE OBJECTIVE |

_it'is‘my.aﬁinion that the objective aésigngd'to the
battalion was not too large but was one that could have more
easily been by-passed. The "island" did not possess any
altitude and therefdre wﬁs worthless as a location fof
future OPs for future operations. It wasn't large enough
to properly disperse a battalion on even if it had been
taken unless the unit would be able to continue the advance
immediately to the south; Bscause of its 1ocatioh it was
'very‘easy fbr.the Germans to defend; it was eaéily visible
from both flanks and its troops could easily be supportad
by fire from either flank.
he SUPPORTING FIRES

Arrangements.were made for ample supporting fires. How-
ever they were not observed as ahbuld be. : The supporting
fires fell continuously on the objective but nevef on the
enemy strong points. When the forwafd obsarver became a
casualty there_was no one with the lead company who was
capable of obser#ing artillery fires, It then hadrto‘ba
~accomplished from the battalion OP by the artillery liaison
_officer who could not see the exact positibns of the Germans
or our own front lines. During the operation he recei#ed
insufficient information to properly adjﬁat enemy strong
points.'

The battalion Sl-ﬁm'ﬂbrtar Platoon ﬁas ?iring on areas
believed to contain the enemy; however their fires were
fallihg too far to the rear and certainly did not harass

the front line defender.
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Cannon Company, 329th Infantry, placed accurate fire

'whenever it'reéeived71nformation‘from the front line troops.

Their fires wers moatly limited to smoke missions,

The smoke m1351ona of all supporting arms were well
hxecuted._ There was sufficient smoke placed on the objec- -
tive and on boﬁh flanks to enable E and F Companies to |
effegtively withdraw. - | |
5. GREEN TROOPS | .

This certainly was an engagement that ably seasoned
combat troops could be successful in., The entire battalion
had not seen previous action; not even so much as patrolling.
They wers well trained, but it takes a little previous ex-
perience to accomplish such a task., Their mbrale was high;

and when the information was given‘out'that the position was

being held by an enemy that "wanted to surrender,® they felt
: ‘this to be an easy task for théir first combat, |
6. THE PLAN OF ATTACK

We cannot say that the battalion commander's plan of
attack was incorrect. However, it is felt ﬁhaﬁ this being
their first combat, it would have been better to attack with
two companies abreaat; thereby initially distributing the
enemy's atrangth to more of our own forces. E Company Hoﬁid
have been much more effective had they also crossed the LofD
at H-Hour. By going over later they became mingled with F
Compahy, as F Company had not proceeded to the first phase
line as yet. Much valuable time was lost in trying to
Separate the tw0- this was never fully accomplished aﬁd some
of E Gompany's men fought under the command cf F Company's

smaller unita.,
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The Reserve Cempany, G Company, should not have been
moved to the line of deperture unless they were to be com-
mitted immediately. They wera-eipoﬁed to every observation
and took twenty needless casﬁalpies, breaking the morale 6f
the battalion reserve before ever.being canmitted to action}

7. EVACUATION OF CASUALTIES

The'bittalion.surgeon's refusal to let ﬁny ald men enter
the swamp probably saved the lives of a few aid men, but
cértniniy caused the death of many wounded men in the swamp.
Even G Company éalualtiea‘on the ZofD'had to be evacuated by
G Company persomnel. Had not a platéon leader of G Company
made a truce with the Germans, many of the wounded in the
swamp would have been left there to dis. _

Evaeuation of wounded from the battalion aid station by
ambulance can eaaily be acconplishod during darkness. Light
interdictory fire must not be allowed to interfere with |
’evacuation of tho wounded.

8. VISIBILITI

It is very important for combat troops %o either be able
to see where ihay are or where they are going. Because of .
the early hour of attack, visibilitj wa# nii; The lead
~ Platoon of F Gompnhy had to rely on_a ca-paéa to guide them
to the'objoétiiu. It was sc dark it was alnost'impéssible
to see the man next to you; conaeqﬁently, the men had a
tendency to grbup together, subjccting mare men to a single
enemy maghini gun's fire. The fog hn#;ing over thersunnp,-
darkness, and artillerj smokd,_nndc it difficult to see for
the first hour of the attack. Because of the lack of
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visibility the 24 Platoon of F Company veered too far to the.
right, and created a serious g;p between the two plntopns,.
giving the defender ;g opportunity to effect flankihg fire
on both platoons. Lack of visibility made it iupoasiblo‘to'
adjust supporting fires.
SSONS | _
l. Patrols must Be sint ouﬁ\by tho‘attacking unit, in

the contemplatod gone, to ‘obtain all tho.inro‘y;tion *'ssiblo
IRl v AR e R -0 ;

~ of the avenus of approach, the ohjoctiva area,and the enemy
position.

2. 9' Objective assigned a unit uust be one that the unit
: AR i e e RO B et s e s S

is capabl of.iakiESiJa;ﬁhthn takon be of some value for
AR

future operatiozns,
3. Knowledgo.of the trafficability of the zone of ad-

vance i= y _impéer
————— oS - .

IIII.‘I.IVGI' .

b Supporting firos must ho obsorvoﬂ at a11 tinoa.

L Troopa should b‘";

; et 58 M.

their combat experience. .
PN Yetnt Nl TR IR e .

Z 6. A plam of attack should be o planned to mest sny

van '

R O SRR TS Y7 A S B
tunlity. '
N 1 . .
T The_woundod nu:t“bonevm_,;,_, , Qﬁﬂ@ﬂf;ul"‘!1hl’gg

8. Visibility;is necosaary, in thnt troops must krow

where thoy'nré, where they are going, and where they are
when thoy'got there.
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