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QPERATIONS OF THE THIRD BATTALION, IJTH REGLAZNT

INITZED STATES LARINES IN BELLEAU WCOLS

JUNE 6th 10 JUJE 28th,1918.
INTRCDUCTION

The Fifth Kegiment,U.S.Marines was originelly orgenized
on June 14,1914 for an expedition to Sante Joulngo. alter
accomplishing the purpose for which it was organized,it was
disbended and wae not reformed epain until the United States
entered theWorld War ageinst Germony.Its reergsanization
came on June 1gt,1917 and wes formed a@ follows; the firet
bettalion,kajor Jeo.lurrill comnanding,at uasntico, Va.;
the second and third bettelions, comncnded by Lajors Jewe.nwiie
and C.TeWcoteott res peotively, at ieague Island, fhiladelphls.
The reglmentsl coumnender was the late srigadler General

e, GlmTYeg-i. Uyen,then Coleuel, ' Sorast LIS Al

e i —
S E - “—
The Zrd Battalion,iisjor wWestcott comaending,with which

this monogrsph is epecificelly concerned,wss,us previously
gstated, formed at Lesgue Island, rhiladelphia &nd wae made
up of the followiug companies: the 8th,Captein H.ll. Suith
commending; the 16th, Captain B.W.Sturdevant; the 45th,
Ceptain BeS.3erry; the 4%th,Captein J.d.Barker. Lll of these
companies, the 16th excepted,had been ordered up from duty
in Bantulnamipgu,tye 16th from Haiti., In these two countries,

notably Ssnto Domingo,they had been elmost continuously in

i o g ]

the fieldrounding wp gengs of bendite snd political
revolutionists.The troops hed Dbeen under Tlre severzl timee,
e partinipatﬁd in seversl engegenents exm were, therefore, i

tyaréugllm #alaumﬂ t»rwph ll} Tha ath uumplugq was the =l
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which time the men were taught the irmy manual of grus, the

heving been drilling under the lLsarine Corps manual up to this

time, end what extended order drill that could bLe teught in

guch a limlted spasce &board ship. lending at caint Naegsire on

the 27th of June the battslion reumained abosrd ship until

tente were erected and by July 2rd the entire organization

was in camp, under cenvess which they. had brought with thenm,

about two milee from town. Here the battalion remsined

preforming duty &8 doock guards, fire gusrds, military police

and other detsils ineldentel to Line Of Commuicstion duty,
~Phe battallion wee-moved shortiy =fter 1te aritvel towiamugd il
a debarketion camp for troops arriving from the States. The

machine gun comopany wae ordered to turn in their Lewls guns

and were sent to the town of Mensncourt for & course in

machine gun treining with the Hotchkiss pun under the

inatruutiuﬁ of a detail from the Alpine Chaussers.

Meanwhile the other compsnies,the 16th,465th,end the 47th
preforming their necessary but undeesired duties were chafing
to be released from their monotonous and varied duties -axd
gsent up to the Front. The situation is best expleined by the
following parody on one of the stanzas of the lerines Eymn,
The original of the Hymn is:

Here's health to you and to our Corps,

Hhinh wo nra pruuﬂ to gerve;

iy e e R

In mlnr a atrifu wa hufl faught for life
aﬂﬂ rnever lost our nerve,

Iz mr am or the Navy
l*!&*&##k!l an.Hntmnn', scenes BT e ;
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The parcdy:
S0 here we are in Saint Nazuire,
And our guns have rusty bores;
le nre working cide by eide with Hune
and nigper stevedores.
If the army of the lNavy
Ever gaze on Heesven's ccenes,
The: will find the roads sre graded by
The United Ltestes llarines.
Finally the 8th compeny rejoined the battelion and a
ghort time afterwards the much ldoked for order srrived. On

January 11th,1918 after six months of " working side by side

~with Hume -end nigger stevedord", the battélion was relieved

and went to the Zourmont uru&lwhere the Second Livision wee
assembled, the 5th and 6th lLiarinee forming the 4th Jrigad&.l

In the Bourmont, or "dey and night drill area",the
troops were taught some new tricks in an old gesie. Long
hours of drill wes the routine &nd the men became thoroughly
hardened and professionally fitted for the arduous hours thet
were soon to come. WPile the kraining engaged in familisrized
the men with methods of trench werfaee, this phase of training
did not complete the program. Open warfare methods, with
which the larines were guite femilier, were taught in sccordance
with Generel Pershing's idess. It is to this phase of training
that the viotories of the orgenization can be traced, for in
practicelly all of their battles open warfare conditions existed,
and by their superiority in. thie. phog nf fehbingthueys- o oo -
outelassed, outmaneuvered, am outfought the enemy.

Some of the officers of the battalion were sent to school

at Gondrecourt from this area, for & months course in the ﬂuw

- B e S e B sl i bip
e aBTER i, Ll i A ]

: * - . o i 1 T T o 1 r ko --l-.'--"—-lln'-\l‘!'

N ; ] : P L T e T L L B e
Pl bk S e e, Nl R R e T R -
! A T -: A - _ru_q_a____a_, nig

e o TR TR T T, Sl N S e -




methode of wer. Seversl Armzy lieutenants were ordered tc the
battalion for training and were in turn sent to the different
companies &8s company officers. It was in this sres also,

that the battalion was reorganized, the 8th coupeny being
ordered to the regiment there to be the reginental uachine
gun compeny. an infantry couveny,the Z0th, Captain R.E.Clatt
command ing,replaced the Sth compsny. THis comdany had cone

to fraunce in the first llerine Heplecenent SZettalion and were
not the seasoned troops that the other counpenies were. Its
nucleus was o0ld non comniesicned officers of previous service

end the compeny st large volunteers,70% of whom were students

(2) from the University of iimnesota.(2) Though laeking in

Testimony of
Capt.il.E. experience,their morale was high and the battelion lost none
Silverthorne s ; : e e e———————

of its efficiency by the chenge,

Harch 14th sew the end o the period of intensive
training in this srea,for fhe bettelion was ordered into a
quiet trench sector in front of Terduq.ﬁere the men became
conversant with trench 1life and night petrols and wiring
perties familisrized them with hight work,and & raid on the
16th company,which wae repulsed,gave them a taste of fighting.

The battalion moved uutluf ite sectors of trench on
May l4th it having been relieved by a I'rench DNegiment come
lately from the Somme,and went to a position northwest of
Paris,where 88 2 part of the 3econd liviesion it was plsaced in
regserve for the French Army.Preparations for the relief of
the First Division were under way when plans were charged and
the division moved in motor lorries to the Chatesu Thierry

Lo e s mettor gnd were. thrown lnte- line Corosy- the-Fardg-udots - e T e
highwey near Em_:‘b:l.'lﬁil-‘lu— Lious where & gap in the srench '
lines existed.Here it helped to @top the Germen drive on Paris

e e L 'faggﬁt. in this ares on the defensive until June bth 5
s ' mu mf .moye. .“"‘1 pmiﬁnn bringe the hatielion. to. +ha._.,:..,..:
e LH 4 -f I ety T s

t‘ﬁﬁﬂ A‘T’EFﬁﬁ*-ﬁmw; Qﬂ”' amg'ia é‘:}"’ﬁ' ';

L L ! L [ bworn
- " ¥ ot e = = o Tar oo b |

Wy 2 Y "l S
r‘. . AL §




(3) History
Great War
. Buchan 878

(4) Mil.Hist.
Jorld War
Howland FP269

zilometers long and a kiloumeter wide, czlled Lois de Belleau
just north of the raris-ietz hichway where it was to gain
undying glory in the encsuing weeks.
GENERAL SITUATION

Before going into the detuils of the battls, it will
perhape,be best to glance st the situstion whéeh confronted
the Ffrench High Commend &t this time. The Gerusn offensive of
May 26th had resched from the line Allette-Reims to,in part,
Chateau Thierry-Vaux-Bouresches=- Belleau Woods-Torey=-
Bussieres. (&) The ifrench had not succedded in stopping it
and the Ger.an hordes were etill coming on. However,inerican
troops were in france sud soms divisions in readiness. liore
troope were arriving deily from the United States and Foch
saw now that his reservés were &t hind. That ~tie smerisens
were Tighters of dash and courage and tenacity was proven by
the First Diviesion which stood up under the test put to them
by the IFrench,who went so far &8 to take pictures of their
attack,by taking end holding Centigny on sy 28th.(4)
Accordingly, with these facts al hand, the commender in chief
set about to end this offensive by launching one of his own.

The weakeet place in the Germsn line wae ite right flunk

(6) Hist.Greatalong the line Soieson-Chsteau Thierry. (6) Accordiugly the

War Buohan
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XZth French Army was ordered into position near Villers
Cotterets, the lst Cavalry Corps’ to the Ourcq, and the 2nd
and 3rd American divisione, equal in strength to four French
divisione,to strengthen the Marne River. The 2nd Divielon vas

placed in the southwest corner of the salient in the LXI Corps

" Bth French Avuy-under Geasrsl Dusshepres and tock ump ite poeitien

along the line; Le& Nouvette Farm-south edge Lois de la iaretse
Le Thiolet-Bois de Clerembauts-Lucy le Bocage- and Hill 14Z.
Here was the line from which the divieion etopped the German

.;.a¢vanne on Peris And 4% was Trom this ldne alsa,bh:t the drd .
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The German troops,flushed with the slmost unbelievable

success of their drive,were on thelr wey to larie, their
morele high.The iFrench,on the other hand,were slowly giving
way and retiring tefore the terrific onsleught of the Geruan
attacks,their spirit shalien, down the faris-ietz highway
towards lleaux.They were haggcrd und wesry,their ranke thinned
to alinost nothing and their strectecherse red with the blood
0f thelr comrades who had fallen iu their desperute efforts
(6) Person- to stem thet tide of Geruen arms.(6) The ilarines on the other
ally seen on
the IEM high hand, had & spitit which equslled that of the vietorius
way
Germans . They had been walting a year for this opportunity
to present itself. The sight of the retiring irench added

rather to their determinsetion, and when at last they were

reapon&au with that esprit de corgb wheih has charecterized

the ldarine where ever he hze been. The, beat off the CGerman
attack egain and eggain,until at lsst the Germans realized
that new troops were in the line that knew how to fight.
TERRAIN '
The terrain, over which the actions of the battalion
are to be followed for the next three weeks now comiends our
attention. The country is & hilly one, profusely dotted
with wooded knolls and hills, cultivated fields and the whole
interspersed with villages and lerge farms. Chateau Thierry
lies some eight kilometers to the south east on the banks of
the Marne. Bois de Belleau proper, ies a tangle of treces and
shrubs with but one or two dim tradls runnlug through it., It
is aituatad two kilometers fram the Parie-data highway in &
northerly &iraatién aﬁﬂ ip two kilnmatara lnng ond from
one half to one kilometer in width. Ite northern portion is
full of large stones and boulders, tangled vines &nd shrubbery.
L Ihin wild tangln nf houldars_nnﬂ Tinna roae aharplr from the
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impenetrable stronghold. It is broken by oie very steep

-

ravine and this together with the innuuersble snall guliles

affords poeitious without number: for groups of riflemen and
ngchine guns.
delleau doods is in & hollow nerthwest of the town of

souresches and due south of Bellesu, frouw whieh latter town

the wood taies its nawe. Here the hille slope ver, gharply to
the wood. The hollow is warked by hills to the north end north-
eadl and runs through the towns of Vaux,souresct €8, oelleau,
snd Torey. 41l of these towns areconuected with Chateau
Thierry by & narrow guage railway and the town of Selleau

9

controls all of the crose ro:ds leading to the Paris hiphway

'rom the north and northesst.

Lo YO T A FLE TS R 0 R s g

Let us digress for & moment and turn bvack the 1éfMes of

Time and see what has ha pened in thie part of sunny srance in
the yesrs gone by. Hardly & century has passed but what this
section of france has been in the public eye,for it will be
remenbered that Chateau Thierry is on the matn highway fronm
Paris to letz end is but some fifty miles from FParis. This
little section has been the battle ground of religious and
military causes for centuries. In 1421 it was fought over

(7) Bnoyclo., and the town of Chateau Thierry was captured by the ;;blish.[?}

Britt. 1llth
Edits Vol & Agein in 1044 we see Charles V fighting in that vieinity. The

v year 1581 finds Spain the aggressor snd the town pillaged.In
the Wars of the srone® the arec and the town pillsged in 1652,
The Campaign of 1814 finds this same territory the battle
oo ground oF Napoieon aud iookiug cluesr we Tind nim on’ Fébruaty
i 12th of that jear decleively defeating bhe Ruseo=Pruseiens
v} .~ under m@“ Now in 1918 we again hear the clash of

lrmu and again we see that the Frenech and Pruessiesns are the

BT opposinE. ?arnasﬂ_ﬂintnmy rcyantu ‘tatlri for- francy wﬁth § 0 A
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(9) Personal

and Sum. of

Int El . &HME

June 1918,

4th . Biigadt. Thi Eth Marines were ta attank the southern

about & hundred yeare ago. Let us now see how this was z
gocomnpl ished.
DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS.

Cn the night of June &£th,1918, the ferman line ran
through Soureschec~-50is de Zelleaun &nd Torey and was held
by troope from the 460th,461lst,and 46&Znd Infantry Legiments
all of the 237th Division, one of tlhe units in the German
Crown Princes' Army Group.(9) The Zrd sattalicn bth .uariunes
ocoupled & line due west of Bols de Jelleau and fecing it
at & distance of from one to one c¢nd & half kilometers,
Their positions were taken along the castern edge of three
clumpse of woods in "fox holes". The 456th ecupnay, now

comnanded by Captain Ceonachy was on the left, the zOth held

Ll ar Al GG SNG4 T VD, 11;.1:1 COULIBAED B wlei.;

-

was on the right. The 1Cth cu“J&ny.uauﬂx Luptuin Iﬁ#e,l wua e A
in support of the battalion. just off the right [flank in &
pateh of woods fecing Belleau Woods, which afforded
excellent conceslment and gave them a.gund field of fire. bLatt-
alion headquarters, with .ajor S.S5.3erry the battalion
bommnender, was in Luoy le Bocage. The let Battslion of the
5th ldarines wae on the left and the Ird Jattalion of the 6th
wae on the right.

While no pleane of an attack were kncwn by the battalion
commender until late on the afternoon of the 6th of June,yet
it ie believed that it is Fitting to espesk of the plans
that were later formulated at this time. They called for en

attack on Lois de llBelleau and the town of Bourseches by the

!r‘l'-l..l-m'l.if-.-'.-.i.._'. _, ,,..,,,.'I:_-'-
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portion af BQ*B de Belleau,drive tha enemy from it ,contlinue
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the woods und sesist the :th ‘Tzrines in exploiting thelr
success beyond the town of Jouresclies.
Oy 22108 (Mlate 2)
4% 3445 the iiig of § 6th; the Tst sattslle
aueicted by the 4841 o *ron the Frd I ,
tteckhed &nd tcol ill lii, Whis Gl ELT] i eligabler
th ioct 2 ttalion to extend 4% ir 14 - | T | it =
lonization of thase estahlished by t) 6 sattelion, A
suell 2sp thot existed sfter the position o nill 142 ek
seen taxen wes "1lled by two vlatoons o178 *h SRy
all through the dsy t vettalion rensined concerled
.
in their positions overlooking thre Loic de Jelleau. with
the exception of & Pew planes i.li'l-i"--?"'ﬂ the lines-durdacs < « 4w

i M aliona MM o T s ML e i

the dey tfere ~as neo cerivitr..lote in the fternvon, tgptain ;
Case, called the plstoon comendere of his ecmasn together &
and told them thut the bettelior vas to sttack st 5 o'elook {

that afternoon. e winted ut the Sois de Belleau to the

imned!ste front =nd told tlem thet the coupony would attack

the

:nd push on through and bvefore energing on the

woode

western edge to halt end reorsenize end await further ordres

S - e—

)
f from hin, "Get your men out into poeiticn es fest sw you can, 5

we 8ttack at 5 o'elock”,he said ané then pulling out his wateh d

Hg] he added,” 1t iz now 5.,16.(10) Captein Cace, it later develapad,f
had received the orders just s short time before while he scnpd = !

the battelion commender had been looking over the terrain

in the town of Luey lc Boenga.
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direction and the “ront. lo resulte were noticed Ffrom the nen

who were sent over 8o another detall wes sent, this tine

six men. The; fardd no better than the first perty. finelly
an officer end ten men were cent scross to clezr out the gun
end then get the center gpuns on the flonk end clesr then

out so that the company could advance,The detsil ctarted
acrcss and errived on the other side with the officer end

1=2 ' S

three men to find the men of the other two detaile killed
or wounded within a radius of some fifteen yords. 4 hastly
reconnaissance of the srea revealed thetroublesome gun

tree. Its firing was brought to an

cleverly concealed 1in &

abrupt close. Upon trying to exploit thie success end out

pleced B0 £8 to mutigTiy-prutent-euvl--cther.ex thef 4T one
£ J

were pht out of ection the Cire of its protector would

further. (11) Finding

its sdvsnce held up the company deployed clong the line
already formed, put scouts out in thelr front end dug in 80 *©
a8 to orepsare for the coming counter ettt ck e&nd hold the
ground that they had talken.

The two platoone of the 2oth company that hed not been
held up by the fire in the wheat field entered the woods
with the 47th company and encountered the ezme reception, .
They likewise dug in =nd prepered to hold whet they hed
gained. Darkness soon fellend found the two companies in line
prepared for eny emergency. After dark the men who hed
beuumu aeparateﬁ frum thair eﬂmwaniea ﬂuring the advence in
the wo0d® Wexe hruught st “the positione end thus the line
was strengthened. The line established ran across the

gouthern portion of the woods from weet to eact and then

southwest. CERTART
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cond platoené were In the firet lime end +he i
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in crossing thie kilometer of ground but upon entering

re forced to stay there until nightfell. The 47th reached

ne woode and turned to go north to go through and drive the

enemy Yefore them. After advan cing some five hundred yards s

& cleared svace opened before them into which they daehed with
&ll speed., This dash proved costly, for hardly had they entered
the trap, for trap it wae, than & veriteble rain of machine

gun Pire fell upon them end pinned them %o the grouud .

The trep vas & cumningly devised one. It was about a
hundrer yards squsre &nd was cleared of €1l trees, they having
been felld and the brenchee interlaoced 80 a8 to furm an abbatis,
faths which weie easily discernsble ren across it end down
these paths mechine gun and rifle bullete 1iterally. rained.
Delng unable to advance in the fupe o® this withering fire,
the ﬁnmpany drew off to the right edge of the cleared Epuoe
by erawling. The compeny commender guickly sized up the Bituatiox

f""":'-'-;......ﬂ,_,.u....'i*v'ﬂtl Bent four men soress the open scace o out Clsnk he guns
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The &th larines,on the left of the battalicn jave wa}

- '
[ 5
LILE

to the left at the beginning of the ett.ck snd thoug
feiled to asszult the southern portion of the woode, they

did however capture end hold 3ouresches, a8 & result of this
eaging away from the direction of the attzek the 3rd Scttalion
of the 5th automatieslly gave way aleo in maintaining

lisigon. The end of the deys fighting finde the line andvanced
to the town of Louresches across the fielde east to the edge
of the Bols de 3ellesu and across the southern portion and

was held as followe: the 16th compeny on the left flank,it
having previously been brought down from its aupport position ,
the 20th held the center and the 47th the right. The 6th

Harinee held the right flenk gnd the tovm of Goureeches,

| g ”ﬂiﬂ-ﬁ“
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ooaitians in Eelleau Woods u*riuL hie sttack.Theseé poai%ians
were formidably held b; ingeniously placed and ee ingeniously
hidden machine gun nests, each neset sc¢ placed that it was
gelf supporting and wee interleced bty fire from its nelgh-
boring guns.In addition to these neste, trench mortars were
placed in such positionsss to cover the ground in the front
and meke any edvence costly by thelr protective barrage.
Artillery fire completed this well coordinsted defense.

. Coneider now the mwans at hand which the sttacking troops
had to meet this formidable defense.Not a single artillery
shell was laid down for the attack. There were no hand
grenades,rifle grencdes,trench mortare to ald them. Merely
the rifle and bayonet and that insult to the nawe of automatic
gaanuna. the Chau Chat rifle with whieh to carry on the fiaht

“nd aiﬁ thgm to hold thair uhdaetivaa. Tha attack went for
over a kilometer in the &pen sgeinet this position and in the
face of the withering sheet of fire laid dovn on the sesaulting

trnupn ytt thnr reanhea thnﬁaign of thn wnain end adranaa&
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through it for & distance of sbout five hundred yerds snd
held what they had gsined. True, the casualities were great
vet this is &n example of what seasdned troops can accomnlisl
The morning of June 7th opened with the battalion in
the same position. The looked for counter sttack had not come
g0 the linee were well orgesnized snd the companiss were there
to 8tay. I'rom prisoners tuken during the wetion it was
learned that some of the Germsns mlistook the troops for
Canadisns. As the day progresced &nd more prisoners were
brought in,it was learned that they had been told by their
.
(12) Personel. officers that the Americans took no prisoners(l2) This then

partially acccounts for the stubborn defense that was put up
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i ) During thé“sfterndon™ the vettslion mas relieved and was
ordered back into the woods near Llaison Slanche but on the
south side of the Paries-iletz nighway. On th evening of June
8th,the 45th company rejoined the basttelion. The mew
battalion commander srrived in the perzon of uajor I.E.
Shearerjand his first duties were to reconnoitre the towm
of Bouresches with hiB_c?upbﬂy conmanders pragar&tﬁry to
taking over the towm from the 6th lisrines.

The night of the 1lth the battalion took over the town
of Bouresches, the 47th and 45th companies actuszlly occupying
tha'town, the former on the left end the lutter on the right.
The.16th company was off to the right in extension of the
46th compenies line, while the 2oth was assigned to another

'hnttalinu. The 6th liarines held the left flank and the ﬁﬁrd
Infantry held the r'ght.The town wee held by & series of
strong pointe pleced in bulldings,sloung garden walle and
: behind barricedes in the streets leading out of thn town.
g,_;: e Lll rnmuinad trnnqnil in the town until the morning of %
.« o2 38t fhe}Ls had, Usan, droppes a7qud. the OWteEiIts Qf the .
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after their uneuccessful attack on the town, the Gerusns
began in their methodicel manner to reduce the towa to dust.
Gas shells were dropped into the ravines snd fields behind

the town and high explosive ghells were dropped into the town
rovers. The dry streams which led to Triangle sarme and Lucy
le LDocage received parficuler csttantion with yperite shells.
Sattalion C.Pe aleo recelved its share of the shelling. It
was located on the hillside due south of Bois d« Selleau
under a large rock. The shelling made 1t iapossible to get
commnicetion through to it from the town &nd it was sll but
isolated,the telephone lines being ecut sgain and again though
Sigrnal men were constantly working tr¥ing to keep it in repair,
d
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& battzlion from the 22rd Infeutry and in Léiut out of the

I",.

town it encountered its first reel gassing. Mustard ges was
thick in ell the ravines and depressions and the pethe and
roads were constzutly under shell lire. The move to the ne
positions were thus made difficult indeed as the troops sall
wore their gss masks and between the darkness of the night and
the intensity of the shell fire the move was & cosily one.
The position taken by the battalion was in the woods
northwest of Luecy le Bocage end it remained here until the
218t when it was &pain ordered into position in Selleau Woods.
Up to the 12th of the month gome 450 prisoners had been
taken in Bols de Belleau. These men were from six different
regiments representing three different divisions, the 1O0th,
?Qﬁgt and 237th.Thie in itself ehows that the.Gexmans.moant .
to hold Belleau wWoods and the adjoining sres and they sent
hundreds of troops there for that purpose.lThat it was of
value to them is established by a German divisionsl order

under the da.ti nf & June ou the subject of Belleau Woods end -
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none had dropped intc the town itself. Sefore dawn on the

1Zth & heavy berrage wes leid dovm on and around the town

end at dawn the Germans ttacked from the 3ols de Zouresches
aerosg the rallroad to the town. They cdvanced in smell
groupe and had machine guns with them. The 45th company's

1st platoon which held the southeastern edge of town and the
wheat fields to the east sew little of the asction but were
almost blasted from their holes by the barrage. The other
three platoons however, shared the fight with the 47th
comnany. The attackers came down the roads leading into town

while their machine gunners sttaempted to set up their guns in

the wheat field on the eagtern aidq. Those who came down the

roads were soon picked off by the men bEP'nd the Ler ._f~

over the garden walls were put to the bayonet. Cne wachine

gun while being set up in the wheat field attracted the sttent-
ion of one of the defenders of a corner of & garden. Hefired

at one of the crew with his rifle and hit the man and set off
a pocket full of Very pistol shells that he was carrying. The
rest of the machine gun crew seeing the rockets going off
weited no longer but guiekly ran back to their protecting
positions in the woods.

The atteck was &ll over in an hour and the Germens retired
to their poeitions in Bois de Bouresches. The action wae not
heavy enough even to regquire the use of the town reserve, a
unit made up frum the 45th and 47th compenies and held near the
center of the town so that they could be Bant anyﬂhare in tha

. dufarse ot the towne Thé nimber of xttaakera in the Garman

sesault could not hsﬁp exceeded & hundred men and although the
capture of the town would have interfered with the lines of
our communivations,one wondere why g ore parﬁiatant atteck
L mes st WeE Nt medey ek '--—-——-. i .; o fyaey Tl e R
..‘* 1-‘1“1 I‘g."""i?"i"’-&.-ui" 1‘:.:’-‘.-" n‘u.}.- e “-;I':;”t:*‘fumwn.-‘ P i o L | o .:-.
g ] e, L i e W N o B IS » ’ i
,-E-qlhw e TR L ST RNl ot A L i st |

e e e R S ag  TEY L male Broiben iy



is a8 follows: In order for the enemyl{srench) to hold Zelleau
woods it wes necessary to sustain a foothold in the southern
portion in order that comuunication could be ieintained slong
the brook bed on the southern edges of the woods and the road
which led from Luecy le Jocage to Souresches. Therefore it
became necessary to mske plens for the defense of the woods.
In czee of an attack the delenders were to repel them with
machine gun, trench JDTF&T end artillery barrages end fire
Prom rifles ana light machine puns. Forces were to be ssseupvled
in the town of Zourescres to attack the woods snd out flank
tﬁe poeitione. The defense aleo called Tor three lines of
machine guns, one on the southern a:d western edgze, one in

the widdle and the third on the esstern cdge. To the 40th
SR 1R et € e VIR

s negiment of the 2V INIVISIOnN way assisned the tesk of

driving out eny enemy who gmined a foothold in the woods.

During this time, from the 8th to the 2lst, the &th
iarines had succeded in sdvaucing the lines a coneiderable
distance north in the woods so that now all but one gquarter

of the woods was in 0&& poesession, The Germans however,

clung tensciously to the part that remsined in their hands,

In their withdrawals they Bad teken their machine guns back

with them and now the tip of the woods was full of machine guns
both light and heawvy.

The 7th Infentry, 3rd Division (U.3.) had been sent into

the woods to take over the lines while the larines were

getting & much needed rest about three kilometers from the

front lines,They had made an attack whieh hea tnkeu1suma1

. T Y G - T T R S [, AT i

-t ground but due’ to faulty lesderehip on the purt of the. affiearu

the countersttsck which followed aluwost routed them. A i

semblance of & line wes orgaenized and the Zrd Sattalion 6th
- L W et in tn the woods to teke over the positiuna. Accordingly
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snd line to the west edge wes held by the 3rd 3 ttaié%glﬁéﬁlhaﬂﬂlﬁ
m d
T e T T ST e T g

énd errenge for the relief. After ascertaini g the information

desired, and sfter having been sunjected to & grilling shell

fire on their wey up end down the peths in the woods during

which two officers were geriously wounded, the

returned to

the pattelion snd that eveuing under the

cover of darkness

effected the relief.

The 1ines were now peculisrly situeted. The. extended slong

the eastern edge of the woods for about three fourths of ite
lengththen turned sharply to the west.This Fformed & hook and

~

at the bow of the hook the lines ran due west to the edge of

he woods, The line slong the western edge of the woode to the

bow in the hook was held b; the 6th Liarines while the hook

Sthe In-the battulion seetor. the line wae held by #ne 16th
company on the west or left at the edge of & little clear
space,the 20th held the center end the 47th the right or

the hook. The 45th was the supportiug coumpany and was in
poeition along the east edge of the woods connecting with the
6th . '

The morning of the 22nd reveasled the fact that in some
places the lines between the 16th company end the Germans
were not more than fifty yards spart. Alietening post had
been established by the Germans in front of the 16th company
from which an occasional rifle ehot coue end thus revesled its
location, The poeitions as & whole were subjected to a heevy
shell fdre and several casuaslities were suffered from it.

A 1little path that ran east and waat through the WDDdB was

T o i yegig

‘undcr dserine gun #ire from anathur little patnh of woods

along the Belleau- Bouresches road. All paths in the woods

were kept under firi and ae& & result of it the food that

ﬂlmn into the troops wes very scant. The situation was
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who hed fallen in the atteck of the day or two before.

All during the night of the 28nd =£3rd the Cermans showed
thelr nervousness, iachine guns opened from time to time and
swept the arecas in the front &s oune would play & hosge.

Trench mortay end ertillery shells dropped into the woods at

¥y
uncomfortably cloge quarters and rockets =znd star shells
broke the darknesse at freguent intervals, Palrols from the
45th company were sent out with propsganda pamohlets to the
germans and the morning of the Z5rd dawued to see the bushes
near the enemy lines decked with them.

The dsy was soent in the same msnner &s the previocus one

the Sernagns sheliling all the tiuse &nd kxeeping up their nachine

"Eun—ﬁlra. Towards-noon. the-Qomaeny foMLBLUETS Were.calle
R the.;attaliéa-u.j. and informed thet the battalion would
attack that evening at.b o'clock without artillery. The
attack would be by infiltretion znd an envelopment of the
enemy flank by the 47th company. Grensdes were to be ilssued

to the men andit was thought that they would materially sssist
in the assault. At the eppointed tine the attack started,

the handgrenades meanwhile having falled to meterialize. Ais
soon a8 the first man was seen advancing & sheet of machine
gun fire swept over the line and the 1l6th compsny were pinned
to the ground sbout twenty five yerds in front of their
positions., The other companies fared little better. The 47th
made & 1ittle gain but not enough to mske any difference and
g8 soon a8 derkness fell the companies all resumed thelr
originel cesdtiong. Nothing had bheen gained byt esgversl
capualities and the kuowledge that unless artillery fire were

fﬁrthqoming the northern portion of the woods would remzin
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No further :ttnmpts were made on the Z4th to sdvence the
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nervous.The men of the 16th coupeny increased their nervousness
by throwing stones towsrd the opposing lines snd gzet under
cover belore the nschine guns opened, The Tire of one guu
would start the line end in a few moments every gun in the
gsector opened fire Tor sbout five ulnutes amd
proceecure was8 kept up well into the night end the men got
to know the generel locstion of the enemy's guns.

An atteck order was received by the battslion commander

on the next dsy. Z€ c&lled in the company couacnders again

gnd told them of the order. The plan as as follows: at 5.0C

on the enemy positione in the northern-pax f..the -‘weods

eggieted by the "b's., This firingwould be kept up all night
and the following dey until fouxr o'clock at which time it

wag to inecrease in intensity and at 5.00 o'clock ceasge and the
infantry would edvence. Thirty five hundred shells had been
allotted for this mission.

At 4,00P,M, on the 25th the troope were withdrawn from
their positions and back far enough to be out of danger from
the shorts. Promptly at b the artillery opened and it was
mieie to the ear to heay an American shell going over. All
night end the followlng dzy the heavy and light shells
dropped into the woods at regular intervale of two minufea
a8 had been esrrenged. At 4 o'clock the iﬁtenaitg inereased,
the men gethered their equipment and mede reedy end at § o'eclock
the line ﬁaﬁfhfﬁéiar&;'fhé'dohﬁ&ﬁiés atticking ,the i6th ou
the left,the 20th in the center wnd the 47th on the right.

Tha 45th was the battalion support and remsined near the Latt-
a.lion CsPein & shallow revine near the western edge of the wunaa

1-’111&- ﬂ"' L Gitposte m ﬁxea A hundred garas 1o their front
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to kold up sny enemy who might Ziltex through.
1 O 1 1 7 3 —
success almoet imnedistely ettended the efforte of the

front the same &5 they had been on the 2%rd.As Lhe teok

. O i . ' i ad o g A 1 - = 3 L
progrecsed The could gej o ground. Lessages Troa the co nany

& b e b ' - . | 5 - T -
comnpaNnder came in tellin gt the Dredlcanent, o QG el'e to
3 3 | ¥y} . - 3 Y -+ . AR 3 . - R =] ‘
get around the flank and then £0 LoTwWara. Lbout this time the
n : 1 ) i A AT ks i & } - L
guccess of the L th and 47th coupenies cuge to the battalion

n - o 1 » ' I k- [ T - . ‘wa - Mo
comnander. Almost on _ts heels ceame & negbage rom the 16

g8eld preesure was inerecsin in their front end that all

efforts to get around the flank had et with no succese, The

iteelf.

Ltuation now revesled
e = L
end a5 a result of it the 16th was ungble to advence.To over-

the 47th was ordered to go around the tip

ne woods to the west and encirele thé enemy in Pront of the

16th. A short i ght ensued in whieh the ceyonet played a most

eonvineing part. The enemy soon surrendercd and goue 200

prieoners including five officere were sent baclk to the battaliox

where they were put to work digging caves in the side of the

ravine for the woulided and & pert of them cerried out wounded

who could be moved. 41l during the sttaclk the Battalion C.Ps

had been the farget of the German srtillery snd the shells had

dropped into the revige uweking it extreemely ddfficult to

cers for the wounded since & dressing etation kad been

gstablished there, -!
dibe sheliing of vhe vermsn positions in the woods tod

bprevented rations from going in and T.d Yroken *hoir WoTale.

The;r had had naver from the shell fire under the rouks and in

o T

; the ru?tna but the oontifuel hemnering soon wore them out. 4s !
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Metz :i_\_"'”n—:ﬂu;—-'- E0me L'_;‘_* t kEilometere from the recent scene of
ction, Here the: are in reserve and the time was spent in
getting cleened up after the strenmuous three weeke of action.
From this position the regiment was formed and relieved from

the sector and took up enother position along the banks of
the Marne as Corpe reserve.

To gsum up now the operations of the battalion will give
a hasty glance at what they asccomplished during theee twenty-
one days of sotion, cefined by G.H«sqs &8 & "local action'.
On their initial attack they had edvenced against & position
held by seven companies and thenueusal ;rray of machine guns
with two companies and had galuned a foothold in the woods.
Zxploiting thelr successes they succeded ln pushilng the liune

AP R AN, T TR Lo 8 B TR U ey S ] L U el Y

original missicn. In ell thara were & total of four hﬁrman
divisions in thin area and tha battalion defeated partn of :
all of them. o
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They felt that the iAcericanc must thel elore the
allies could gain any confidence in 1 gild further the

did not want it known in the IFa herland thét the snerics
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could he
In oredr to accomplish this they set ghout to prepare
defensive positions from which they could cateh their
breath while preparing to launch another sttack. One of
the positions selected was ZSoe de Bellesu: This wee organized
to euch an &zteﬁt thet it might well be culled a fortificastion.
Two first class divieione were sssigned to the task of
driving out the Angiﬂ&nB and before the month wes over four
had been used. The success that they enjoyed has been outlined
in the proceeding nages.
The American plan wes of course to deny the'anEmy passage
The murala of the troope was high, they were well trained
end sessoned men. Thay cnw”ﬂr&u in nuiber fuvurbbly with the

i ere my divisions.

The best way to stop an edvence is to enstch the initiative |
| : ~ while an -nmur' is off his balance and drive him out. The E
:_ “_”_Im‘_“';ﬂirmsn is et timaq g_ﬁgngg*pun fighter gnd 1t tock &l days f

for g g e o tc eonvines wim tint we & Muntednis™lines™ %oy mﬁa de’ Selleau.
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their positions to the end during the Tirst few days of the

cotion. The reckless courage of the american they eculd not
unferstand and that the Uarines werc concidered fierce fTighters
ig evidenced by the name they gave him of "Teufel Huuden'.

That the noeitic i 0ig jellesu were valuable from
a :.ijit,_'['u ::t:.]r_‘-_.'".:'j_:.f: ie evidenced -E." the divisionnl ordex
which goes to some length in discussing the mode of defense.
The four divisions which they kept there in the cction
termed by GHg as & "local cetion" shows that they intended to

hold -t 21 oosta. All of these troops were wet by & brigade

which wag not enguged as & complete unit.
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wreparation in the firset attack would have

in the woods being taken.

probebly resulted in more grouud

The fect thet no grensdes, treneh mortere, nor S7mm guns
were in the engsgement, coupled with the lack of artillery
support lesds one to believe that the infantry were super men
or thet the strength of the enemy had been underestimated.

The Germen oounter sttacks were alwayes vrecceeded by
artillery, machine gun, trench morter f£ire but the counter
attacks by the infantry did not come soon enough. The posltions
whielh they attcked had been consoliduted and the defenders
were ready to repulse then,

Mna'ly the Gernsnse suecceeded in secompliehing nothing
AT - that vhey had set ocut to do. Qlhiey nad-evidenlly undercstlinated

the worth of Aumericen troops. However, in Téirness to then,
it ould be exceedingly difficult to keep the position cleared

of en aggreseive enemy who possesed artillery.cnd good active

Infantry.
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LESSCNS
1. Infentry and srtillery are nothing without esch other
therefore they should slweys be disocsed to azseist each other,
(14)¥epoleon's(l4d)
JLV11l maxim. 2y En launching en ettack, every available bit of fire
power must be delivered on the eneny to cep hlm under

cover until the sdvancing cnfantry cen close with him.
S« The value of the

lost sight of and should inverisbly accompany the troops 1in

the attzck,

4. Never underestinate your enewy.
5. In the atteclk, the direction of it wust be maintaine

else the troops on the fl:nks will not cover their objectives

thue ceusing a g:p in the line whieh will countribute towsrd t
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force 1o accomplish its surpose before tné ucfenders have

gn opportunity to reorganize .

7. Avoid pathe end routes in an aree just teken from &an
enemy, he knows their location end will harass them with
Tire.

8, Keep *he next higher unit comuander informed &s 1o
all that is oceurring. Hie view of the battle is brosder and
he can dispose troops to the ald of others .

9. Continued fire from machine gune will eventuslly
reveal their location.

10, To seasoned snd well trained troops no mission is

P~ S

too herd to accomplieh.

===twenty four---

4
i"

g TR T R R g e

'l - o L " ’
i v ek L e P ’ ! a b i
| Liag vy r B -
l'l Sk A - e . 4 e # F
ST ke [k T w i i e b Rkl o . i s
iy L RS at e st
{1 N Y e Lo It e = 1 5

T T T ST T i oy e e R
o



= " i .. o ¥ = ¥ 3 & ey i . 3 - ¥ ik " s - 5 = ) 5 1 e R T ! " - =, U g L - " 9 T B, -, -_-| ‘*‘
! ‘;‘ﬁ_ ’:-L b B, S L T T TR o i T e e T TR TN R T N T et R T A T R T % R R R ey, PR R - S Algs A 3
o, - !
iy - - - . n (
s . e Lt lmae s - . d vy : : ik . - . -

b



