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INTRODUQTION

It wag 12:00 noon July 18, 1518, (Company B
3d Macnine=-Gun Battalion attached to the 2d Battalion
26th Infantry, 2d Infantry crigade, lst Division had
detrucked at about 8;00 AM in the wvicinity of Palesne
and bivouacked beside the road in the Foret de
rap sl Compiegne, The machine gune and combat ammunition

had been carried in the trucks.g+iel cccic piaced covd, Z4L.

2 N Zrarigdrtatirre wivie essets
; SITUATION, Lébﬁ JULY 16, 1218

lﬁfﬁb The company had been bllleted one night in the

village kaﬁfﬂfﬁfﬂy in the Dosmartin en Goele areay

——m—
T ——— ——_ e ——

when orders were received at 4;30 Py July 15, 1918 to
entruck at Tve at 7;00 PM. The company had proceeded
by marching at 6:00 Pl from Yontagny. The company
transportation had just reached the area on July 15,
1218 and had assembled with the animal-drawn trans-
portation of the 28th Infantry, It expected to arrive
during the night of July 16-17,

The destination or purpose of the move was
unknown. ©Some thougzht that the division was enroute
to Paris but the general belief wae that the divieion
wae moving to some place in reserve to meet an enemy
attack. The route, about &5 kilometers in distance,
had been generally north. Artillery fire had been heard
to the right and thun;f;::'d %0 the north. At—biie—time
the truck train turned to the east. It wuz:ﬁ::;n that
a position was to be taken near Villers Cotterets or
Compiegne, The day of July 16 was gray and cloudy.
The trucks transporting the company had entered, at
dawn, the forest they were now in,

While waiting that mnrning;the opinion wase

SUTORRY e AR PSRN S LA 10 v



formed thut the division would relieve a French
division.

Charac ter of Troops

Thie company had been organized from the 3d
Battalion 28th Infantry in 1917, VWhen the infantry
brigzades were reorganized this company with its
entire personnel had been transferred to the 3d lachine

-

Gun Battalion, It was at full strength, 172 men and &
officere, and had had few 1-cplacemcdrf:;nﬁho e wére i
experienced men. All officers had been in commznd of
their present commande since Januvary 1, 13518 with the
exception of one officer who had been surplus in the
company and who had replaced the platoon leader of the
éd Platoon. That platoon leader was evacuated with a
sore toe from Montagny when the orders for entrucking
on July 15 were received. All officers knew the men

of the company and the men their officers. The company
had been attached to the &d Battalion, 26th Infantry
for two weeke but h;d had contact with that battalion
in the trenches, The duties of the officers were, one
company commander, one 2d-in-command, three platooun
leaders, one transport officer. The company was
equipped with the French Hotchkiss liachine Gun,

Thorough training had been given in the fire of the
Fotcohkies manhihe gun and in addition all men had
learned to fire the German heavy and light machine

guns, The noncommissioned officers and runners had
been trained to read maps, The entire company had

been seaconed in trench warfare, construction and
occupation of machine~gun emplacements, and in movement,

Morale was high, After the orders for reconnaiseance
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Kap #1

were received the lst sergeant and company clerk
beggred the company commender to allow them t0 go into
the line, but it wae decided by a flip of a coin, that
the company clerk might go,

OQFERATIONS, NOON JULY 1l - 4:00 PM, JULY 17

At 12:00 noon all the 26th Infantry vattalicn
and company commanders were directed to report to
Regimental Headguarters, At this conference the 3d
Eattalion was notified that its battalion and company
commanders would reconnoiter the front line esst of
Cutry, probably preparatory to an attack, Forty-elgnt
riflemen were directed to be attached to the machine
gun company as ammunition carriers. The reconnaissance
party would assemble in the bpattalion area at 3:00 Pu
and would ce met by a French guide to conduct them
Torward,

The machine-gzun company commander notified the
2d=-in-command of the recannaisnanc% sad entrueted hie
pereonal papers and valuables to the let sergeant, and
with the four rifle-company commanderse and the guide,
proceeded forward on foot at 2:00 PM. The battalion
commender wae sick and unable to go.

Enemy observaticn of the rear areas was prevented
due to the weather which permitted the reconnaissance
party to take the most direct route forward, The party
arrived in rear of the position to be reconnoitered
before dusk, Reconnalssance at that time could not be
made since the treunch syetem h&dlbaen only hastily
constructed and movements on the plateau could be
observed by the enemy, At about 10:00 PM, four guides

arrived for the rifle-company commanders but none for
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the machine-gun company conmander., Ee made the
reconnaissance by himself in the dark cut the location
of théjﬁggkine guns wae not Ifound. The night was 80
dark that any reconnaiessance mould pbe of little wvalue.
The 2d Battalion company conmandem agcembled at 1:00
AYM where they had been met by the guides, and then
moved to the command post of the ¥French regirent hold=-
ing the area that had been reconnoitered. It was
logated in a chalk mine near Gutry.yaan arrival at the
command post information was given by the French staff
that the Tenth Army under General Mangin would attack
on July 18 and that the 1lst Division would participate
in the attack, The 34 Battalion, 38th Infantry would
attack from the positions reconnoi tered.

The diepositions of the French, holding the
front east of Qutry, were pointed out on a large-scale
map. Information also was received that the 24 Bat-
talion 28th Infantry was moving forward during the
night to some place near Foy §t. ﬂicola&.”%%e recgon-
naissance party started back to rejoin their battalion
just before dawn because of the darkness and the bat-
talion moving forward. Dead lioroccans were seen where
they had fallen, It was realized that this ground
had recently been hard fought for, and dead Americans
also would soon be added to the dead already there,
Roy St. Nicolas was reached at about 12:00 noon, An
American }ilitary Police Company Kitohen was overating.s.
The machi e;gun company commander stopped there, got a
pandwich and a cup of coffee and the location of his
machine-gun company, The company was found in a small

area bivouacked and scettered in the bushes, Company

Ll



(2)

officers were immediately notified that an attack was
gcheduled for July 18 and that the machine-gun company
would support the 2d Battalion, Z86th Infantry which
was the assault battalion,

The machine-gun company commander then went
to the 2d Battalion Headouarters and there found that
no ordere had been received and the battalion commander
had not arrived, A machine—gué;gﬁggg? was left at the
battalion headouvarters to notify the company commander
when orders were received and he returned to his com-
pany, The company and attacled riflemen were checked
and directed not to leeve the area of their platoons
without sautnority of an officer. The carts had not
arrived wpen the company moved forward at about §:;<0
Flls The fune and ammunition had been left in the
cattalion dump in compliance with orders from the
origade and were to be loaded on the machine gun and
ammunition carte and to be brought forward late in the
afternoon of July 17 to join the company. (1) They were
Vol B,2d Inf,.to come forward with the lst Battalion, 26th Infantry.

Brig; OP ;
gect.No 170, The company commander withdrew from the company to a

16 July
grass area near by to get some eleep but a French tank
approached, He narrowly escaped being run over and
decided to rejoin the company officers,
GENERAL SITUATION, 4:00 PM, July 17

At 4:00 PM the battalion commander arrived with

Divigion the orders of the 2d Brigade., (2) A ocopy of the

Vol 24

Inf Eéig; brigade order and five mape of the area, scale 1/20,000
Op. Bect,

No 170, were given to the machine-gun company commander. The
18 July

battalion commander then dictated to the machine-gun

company commander the following order;
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Map #3

"The regiment designates the 24 Battalion as
asgeault battalion, the od Battalion ae support, and
the lst Battalion, reserve, The 2d Battalion will
attack in accordance with orders in ite sector, F and
E Companies in as=ault, F Company on the right; E and
G Companies in support, T Company on the right, E
Company will consclidate the lst objective. Your
tachine-gun company aupgartaﬂﬁiz battaiig:. LYbulknqw .
how to do it better than I do. our command post will
be with the battalion command post. The battalion
forms on thie road (pointing) at 7:30 PN, prepared to
move forward." QOne of the maps was marked in accord-
ance with the battalion commander's map and then the
machine-gun company commander returned to his company.

Company headguarters, platoon, section and scuad
leadere were directed to ascemole immediately. Maps
were ispgued to the officers and marked, and the brigade
order studied. Verbal orders were issued from the
brigade order showing in detail from the map, the plan
of attack of the lat Division and the object of the at-
tack, which was to drive a wedge into the western edge
of the Marne ealient to force the enemy to withdraw, and
perhaps cut them off from thelr line of communications
to the rear, The reglmental zone of action was pointed
out on the map and also pointe to guide on: Raperie
on the left of the zone of action, Tilleul de la Glaux
on the right of the zone of action. This latter
plzce wae on the road which limited the lst objective.
On the left of the zone of action there was a draw
leading to the Missy aux Bois ravine, On the right
there wae anothuff?::ding in the same direction.
Special emphasie was placed on the spur in the Misey

aux Bols ravine,



Overlay ho 1
Map No 3

"The 2d Battalion attacks with the following
formation: ¥ and K Companies assault companies, F
Company on the right. ¥ and G Companies support
companies, T Company on the rignt. The assault
companies each attack with two platoons in the assault
and two in support. The platoons in the assault each
attack with one section in the assault and one in
support.

BFECIAL SITUATION, 4:30 Pu, JULY 17, 1518

This company supports the od Battalion, 26th
Infantry within tne zone of action.

The lst Flatoon.,- Cne section will follow the
center of the right assault company. One section will
follow the rignt flank of the right support company.
The leading eection will engage targets to its front,
the other section to the right flank,

The 24 Flatoon.- One section will follow the
center of the left assault company. One section will
follow the left flank of the left Bupport company.

The leading section will engage targets to ite front,
the other section to the left flank.

The 3d Platoony-in support in line of squad
columne, will follow the center of the battalion at
a distance of 200 yards,

Pogitions for the asesault are shown on the map.

On the assault to the 2d objective the lst and
24 Platoons will go into firing positions on the edge
of the Miegy-aux-Bois ravine and fire overhead fire
until the leading wave of the rifle companies reach
the forward slope of the ridge in the ravine, at which

time one section from each platoon will move forward



Overlay #2,
Map #2

and occupy the ridece in front and take up firing
positione, On the capture of the ridge the Temaining
section of eacn plat on will move fgrward to the ridge,
and take up firing positions. Owverhead fire will be
used to asgist the rifle coupanies, Immediate steps
will be taken to secure enemy machine gune in the area
of the platoons., These guns will be turned in their
poeitions and their fire used to sup:lement the fire
of your guns, and when possible, used exclusively,

One section of each platoon will cover the right flank
and one section of each platoon the left flank. These
pogitione will be organized for defense,

The support platoon will move forward to the
lst objective and there take up defensive positions
against counterattack until the rifle companies have
cleared the plateau, at wiich time it will move forward
to the edge of the ¥lssy aux Bois ravine and engage
enemy targete on the eastern slope of Misey aux Bois
ravine and on the heights beyond., These pesitions
will be organized for defense.

Poeitione are shown on the map.

In case a leading section becomes engaged it
will be leap-frogged by the following eection, In
caee a leading platoon Decomes engaged i1t will be leap-
frogged by the support platoon.

Every enemy target will be engaged.

Ammunition will be used sparingly,

gquade will use their guns energetically and
boldly.

You know the chain of command, In case of
cagualties each automatically replacee the next senior

and the junior -will be notified.
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‘Guns and ammunition will be checked upon their
arrival at this point.

The 2d in command will be at the head of the
support platoon.

The route to the assault positions is ae shown

Lap #1 on the map, This company forms at the rear of tne

;‘}faﬁ Battalion and follows them. A puide will oe fur-

N —nighed fﬁ&q;oﬁdén?'ﬁt'Férme de Pougj}

"5 The company fﬂi;ghgggg_at 6:15 PM prepared 10
move out, Eaguipment, light packs, Carts will ove
taken forward, Canteens will be filled.

The company command post will be with the 2d
Battalion command post.
It is now 5:80 P M
Comments
The formation designated to be used by the

86th Infantry, support battalion following the assault

(3) Divieion, battalion at a distance of from 200 to 500 yards, (3)

Vol VIII

2d Inf, Iequired that the machine-gun company remain directly
Brig;

OprBUTt. behind the battalion to prevent intermingling of
ko120

Fﬁ’ h{ﬂﬁ"‘f unite. This reduced seriously the maneuvering ability
of the machine-gun company, It was assumed that
ammuni tion carts could not be used during the movement
forward since they would interfere with the movement
of the support and reserve battalions, Thelir use was
not contemplated except by contact at night or at
favorable opportunities. The addition of four riflemen
per machine-gun equad as ammunition carriers was
thought to eolve the problem of ammunition supply. The
ammuni tion these men carried was to be used first and
the riflemen released to ihair companies, Ne¢ provision

wae made to drive men forward or hold sqQuads together

-G~



by supervision from in rear, Oreat pains were taken
to make certain that all casusplties among leaders
would be immediately replaced by the next junior, and
that constant check among them would keep the company
organization, Bold and energetic use of machine guns
at all enemy targete was urged because it was thought
that machine-gun targets would ap_ear, It wae velieved
that all officere and noncommiesionsd officers knew
the mission of the machine-gun company and the 2d
Battalion, as well as the mission in general of the
attack.,

The platoon commanders of the 1lst and 24
Platoone were excellent machine-gun officers, The &d
Platoon wae commanded by an officer of much less
experience, The brigade order to organize the lst

objective prevented the machine-gun company from assist-

(4) Division ing the 2d Battalion forward to the 2d objective. (4) The
Vol VIII,
2d Inf, terrain selected by the machine-gun company commander
Brig; [ LA coltred,
cp. SSGt. offerea ideal positions for overhead fir%;an the
No 17

tactical location gave the pattalion machine gun
defense, in the valley?to its flanks, to the front,
and to the rear, which positions on the lst objective
e T e
did not give. Cne platoon of machine gunaycould check
a strong counterattack. It was presumed that strong
eneny forces would be encountered in the Missy aux y
Gl The

Bois ravine due to ite excellent shelter, The enemy
riiel it ale Bhe ghin priic £ Crutel P g AL arcsts,
terrain offered excellent machine-gun defense.
QPERATIONS, 6;30 FM, JULY 17--9:00 AM, JULY 18

It was ;30 PM, July 17, 1918, The let
Battalion was due to arrive. All company lialson

men were sent out to locate the company transport,

=10=



The location of the carts enroute was not found., The
Dattalion commander was notified. The rain ceased and
the sky cleared. At 7:15 FY the company formed and
moved to the column of the 2d Battalion, and the
lisison men were instructed to lengthen their search.
It appeared that the company, if it moved with the 34
Battalion, would move into poBition without machine
guns or ammunition, The battalion commander was again
notified that the carts had not arrived. Tne column
was delayed aboutrten minutes but then moved off, The
machine-gun company remained in position wajtine until
the last second for their carts. When the pattalion
had moved forward about 500 yards the second 1n command
was directed by the company commander toc move the
company forward and instructed that if the carts could
not join the column they would join the company imme-
diately in rear of the attack positions,

As the company commander neared the crossroads
at Roy St. Nicolae, leading elemente of the let Bat-
talion, 286th Infantry a;pqgﬁbheﬂ and the company tranes-
port ofiicer was sBeen coming acroes couatry. Company
liaison men had found the transport officer and were

directing him forward, The carts were rushed forward

to join the sompany. By rapid marching the company was

ﬁvartaken. Enroute the transport officer was given the
8ituation and hie direction as to how to supply rations
and ammnition, The machine-gun company wae broken
into route column, the 24 in command bringing up the
rear, His duty there was to frecuently check the
column, The mulee and mule drivers were badly
fatigued from five days and nights of marching. The

o



gun sguads were comparatively fresh., The company
commander nad been sixty hours without rest. Frogress
was hindered by a hard rain which turned to a drizzle,
naking the niplt very-dark and movewent slow, The
G rlr(f"’fi;;ench gujdes were picked up Hé.q‘El:l-;é-!EBrﬂ-';; -c‘.a ;nuﬁ oy the

.‘; rifle companies, but there was no guide for the machine-
gun company. Ae the tail of the company column pasBsed
the farm, that area was shelled, Immediate check was
made to the rear t0 find out what had happened., There
were no casualties., On return to the head of the
company it was found that the coluun had turned north
and the route lav acrose a field, There seemed to be
no trail, the ground was soft and slippery. Thise
condition, ditches and wire entanplements impeded
progress and especially that of the carts., Contact
was maintained with the next preceding company by
company headouarters and the carts alded forward by
the gun crews, A hard surfaced road was reached and
the rifle companies moved faster., The interval between
the rifle company and the machine-gun company increased
whnile the machine-gun company was 8till on the soft
Ileld,

The rain ceased, the sky was still overcast.

Map #1 When the western edgze of the Cutry ravine was reached
the machine-gun company coumander decided that further
movement forward of the cﬁita might be heard by the
enemy, Due to the rattling of the wheels on Btonee and
the constant urging of the twenty-four cart drivers,
the noise was considerable, No chance could be taken
on drawing additional enemy fire so a message was sent

forward that the machine-gun company had halted to

=-18=
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take the pune and ammunition off the carts and would
proceed by hand, The battalion column wmoved on,

The company liaison men were sent out to
attempt to maintain contact but due to the darkness
it could not be maintained, While the guns and
ammunition were beinz unloaded and delayed somewnat
by the attached riflemen, who were totally inexperi-
enced, final instructions were repeated to the trans-
port officer. The platoons reported and the column
then moved forward in column of twoe with as much
distance between sguade (10 yvard intervale) as the
darknees permitted, As the column progressed the
liaison men were picked up and the final direction
of thefgg?ﬁzzppointed out. The roade were unfamiliarx
not having been reconnoltered, and the loeation of
Cutry and tne 2d Battalion were unknown, The company
commander was fearful that he might become a casualty
before being able to get hies company into position.

Following the road which was presumed to lead
to Cutry, the company arrived in a town, The surround-
inge were unfamiliar, The liasison men again were sent
out to attempt to locate the battalion and the company
commander and two runners went out. They took a road
which was expected to lead to the position. This
turned out to be correct, When the battalion was
located it was going into position, The liaison men
were sent back to bring up the company, The Battalion
Command Post wae locate ;:E veriff%:;Ion m&dﬁ that
the two front line companies were in position, A
hurried reconnaiesance wag made to ascertain the
poeitions of the support companies and when the machine

gun ocompany arrived the lst and 2d Platoons were

=13~
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(5) Diary

notified to go into the positions selected, and shown
the approximate directions, The support platoon wase
directed to its poeitions vehind a cut and report was
made to the battalion command post at 4:20 Al that tae
machine-gun company was in position, From £:30 AM to
4:25 AN the company commander rested., (5) The vattalion
commander then gave instructions regarding the command
post, It would remain in the present location until
the 1lst objective waes reached, at which time it would
move forward. At 4:35 the EBattalion commanding officer
said, "Let's go up on the plateau and watch the jump-
off." The sky was getting lighter but the ground was
etill dark; as tne light grew stronger the waiting
battalion began to take form and then single-starred
Tred rucketélfusa from the enemy line. The enemy
artillery 8.0.5. broke upon the waiting troope, many
were wounded, The minutes drag:ed anxiously when
suddenly the sky to the rear, the west, wap lit up at
one blast, The barrage had commenced, When the barrage
buret in front of the line it was an automatic signal
to advance, The infantry arose and the front line
moved forward with a yell to follow elosely their
barrage. The machine-gun company commander waited to
check the three platoone of his company and observe
that they were in their proper position, Undue casual-
ties had not occurred in any one platoon, The battalion
cnmmaﬁdur we.s 8een moving forward to the left front,

1t wae realized then that the battalion command post
was to be a moving one, The machine-gun company com-
mander then detailed a liaison corporal and one runner
to weport to the battalion commander as liaison agents,
He established his command post with the 2d in command,

-14-



The 24 in command moved to the side of the company
commander for comfort. te was directed to move to the
flank cut as he did so an enemy shell knocked him

down, He came running back with the remark, "You can't
get me away from you again!"

The location of the command post gave poor
obgervation fer machine-gun targete due to both the
enemy £.0.3. which seemed to be thinning out, and tne
supporting barrage. The company commander with two
runners decided to move forward in the battalion
formation for reconnalssance and better ocbeervation,
After passing through the enemy 8,0,8. zone there wae
a moment of deathly etillness, Then one of the runners
was killed by a machine-gun bullet,

It wae immediately observed that the center of
the battalion was not up with the bparrage. One support-
ing gun, probably caliver 105, wae about 200 yards
behind the barrage, This part of the line was following
its burst, The unite on the flank and in rear were
directed by the machine-gun company commander to move
around and in front of thie gun. They were led by him.
llearing the front with this proup, & scared rabbit
jumped up and ran toward the enemy line, The attention
and fire of almost a section wae directed to the raboit
until etopped by the machine-gun company commander,
Groupinge about the size of sections also pegan to form.
These were dispersed. The machine-gun platoons were
8till proceeding in their proper places in the formation,
and with few casualties,

A red rocket wae sent up from the enemy line.
The machine-gun company commander, recognizing this as
the same §,0,8, signal, ran forward to the edge of the
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barrage and when one enemry appeared at the position

(& distance of 200 yards) from which the signal was
sent, fired at him with hie pistel, PEe fell, Tne
enemy ovarrage was shortened and the battalion again
passed through the enemy barrage. This was the last
oarrage and the last red rocket. Stopuing at thise
point to drop back to a better reconnaissance position,
one of the riflemen attached as an ammunition carrier
wae observed, covered with blood and in charge of six
or seven prieoners, passing to the rear, He was
etopped ana his prisoners were directed to zo to the
rear. Apparently this rifleman had rejoined his company
vefore hie ﬂacnine—éun amrmunition had been used, It
was realized that his example mipht be typical of about
50 per cent of these attached riflemen,

The center of the battalion was again held up.
On investigation a sghort trench was obeerved about 200
yards tu the front. The machine-gun company commander
directed his orderly to move quickly to the flank and
come up in rear, The instruction was carried out and

ne captured the trench, (6) The machine-gun company
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commander moved forward. He and his orderly were then
on the Raperie-LnrieﬁfIRnad; It was observed that

the battalion on ;he right:%zg not pfogressed beyond
that road. Further observation revealed an enemy
machine=gun nest in a covered, hastily-constructed
emplacement, four hundred yards to the front of thé
pattalion, One embrasure faced toward the northeast.
One gun of the support platoon was directed into

action on this embrasure, One clip (20 shote) was fired.

One shot only hit the lower edge of the aperture., The




effect was watched, Imuediately the enemy, about twe.ty
in number, started pouring out with their nands held
up, The 16th Infantry again advenced. Again the
machine-gun company commander moved ahead for recon-
naiseance. As the lat objective was reached by the
leading wave 1t was observed that the lst wave was
over-running the line, The wachine-gun company com-—
mander ran forward and halted the line on the imuediate

lap # flanks, and issued directione to stop tue extreme
flanks, The let objective was an unimproved rocad wanich
was almoet obliterated, and consequently hard to
recognize,

The machine-gun plat.one were observed halted
and going into firing positions. The machine-gzun
company commander estaclished his command post in the
front line, and with nis liaison men dug in with mess
kits., Enemy machine-gun fire was heavy and grazing.
One enemy 77 caliber gun only was firing on the front
line, moving along the line at regular intervals of
about fifty yards, His space was calculated and move-
ment made of a few yards to aveid his fire, An
Algerian from the French divieion on the left moved
acroes the front with an automatic rifle looking for
the enemy and roamed back again, The battalicn com=-
mander wes observed making a reconnaissance along the
front line, and upon his approach the machine-gun
company commander stepped out of hie fox hole and
notified him that the machine gune were disposed as

Overlay #2 pr;viuusly planned, # message arrived--"The Platoon
g i Commander lst Platoon wounded, Flatoon sergeant in

command," The platoon sergeant wase capable, and left

in coumand,
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When the standing varrape wes lifted the lst
and 2d Platoons moved forward in accordance with their
echedule and entered the Yissgy aux Boie ravine. The
léth Infantry on the right apperently were progressing
on tneir schedule. The machine-gun company commander
walted to move forward with the supuort platoon, Upon
arrival in rear of tne road leading south from D'Arly
an American battalion was observed to halt and retreat
from in front of Cravanéon to a position in rear of a
glicht slope, It reorganized and prepared to attack
azain, The support platoon wap put into firing
position and shote registered on Cravanéon, It was
thought that an enemy counterattack from that point
might be in progress, The battalion moved forward
again and when thelr attack appeared successful, the
supoort platocn wae directed to move oulckly to ite
selected poeitions at the edee of the ravine, This
platoon immediately found targets to the left flaunk in
the ravine but none on the plateau east of the Missy
aux Bois ravine. The company commander moved into the
ravine and to the ridge in front to establish his
coumand poet, The lst and 24 FPlatoons were firing at
targets as they apreared in the valley on both flanke
and to the front, Exira men from the gun crews had
already seized enemy machine guns and were firing these
in long burete. The positions were being organized,
The rifle companies masked the machine-gun fire to the
f;nnt ae the 2d objective wae apparently taken. The
gituation on the immediate right was obsoure due to
trees and bushes, but American riflemen were to the

right flank, The progrees of the attack on the left
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flank was confused, Check of the positions revealed
that the guns were properly placed.
Comments

The tactical disposition of the machine-gun
company wae believed to be correct considering the
terrain, the depth oi the battalion and the position
of the support battalion. Every enemy target that was
seen was engaged and the advance of the pattalion, as
well as tie advance of the battalions to both flanks,
was aided effectively. It was learned that the machine-
gun company could not pe effectively commanded if its
command poet were confined to the battalion command
post. Command of the company demanded tnat targets oe
picked up guickly, miscione assigned effectively, and
u;its ¢oordinated. A liaison group at the battalion
command poet was sufficient. The coumand post should
pe about in the center of tne coummand during the ad-
vance, Amuunition carried oy the sgquad was sufficient
for missione of direct fire in the attack, The pre-
arranged platoon poeitions taken up gave to all guns
excellent fielde of fire and a coordinated defense.
The front of the battalion An the Zd objective was
covered as well as the Lissy aux Bols ravine to both
flanke, The rear and both flanks were covered by the
gupport platoon., The use of enemy machine guns,
twelve, to supplement the company gune gave strong
machine-gun defense and saved amnunition, MKore eneuy
machine guns were available but could not be manned,
go far as was known there was no straggling.

A hurried check of the personnel revealed few
cagualties among the men of the machine-gun company

but only about twenty-four of the attached riflemen
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were present. All puns had fired and ammunition was
available for a counterattack.

CFERATIONS ©:;00 AM JULY 18 - 4:30 AM JULY 13

After the 2d objective had been taken the 3d
Battalion 2€th Infantry was not observed paseing to the
final objective as echeduled, Troo, movementa forward
took place to the right, Thie was found to ve the 3d
5attaiion:4 Report was received from a rifleman tnat
an enemy machine gun on the right was shooting from a
cave and firing at troope as they passed toward the
front, and caueing heavy casualties. A machine-gun
lialson wan reported that he knew the location, and
conducted the company comnmander t¢ a position imne-
diately above it, Grenades were secured and dropped
with no effect. Two rounds of Etokes mortar ammunition
were secured from the 28th Infantry. These were in-
effective. The aid of a paseing French tank was re-
guested but it could not reach the poeition and keep
its own miesion., The runner was then notified to form

a guard around thie cave, to apprcach under cover and

attempt to keep-dﬂwn their fire. At about 4;00 Fi. the
occupante surrendered after the first six men had been
killed in their attempt to come out. The woods and
bushes were searched for other enemy emplacements but
the result wae heavy loads of souvenirse and much barter
A bvattery of French 75-mm guns went into poeiticn
in rear o;&ho 2d Platoon and coummenced firing during
the morning. A message was recleved that the platoon
sergeant of the 2d Platoon was killed, A French

cavalry squadron was seeén moving forward on the right



and ite action watched, (n arrival at the front line
it recelved heavy fire and turned back,

At dusk the machine-gun company commander moved
forward to the battalion command post. He reported
nis positions and the status of the company. He made
a reconnalssance along the front line and then to the
cormand post of the 3d Battalion which was found on
the right of the 24 Battalion, Information was received
thet thelr attached machine-gun company, Company 4 3d
Machine-Cun Battalion, had no officers left., On return
to the company coumand post tne 2d in co.mand of Company
B wap direoted to report to the 3d Battalion and assume
cormand of Company A. Tha® company also had no reserve
Tations.

OPERATIONS 4:30 AM to 10:00 AM JULY 1B

- Jvfy ;T
At 4:30 aj!a messare was received from the

liaison group at the battalion command post that the
battalion was attackinz. The meseenger was directed to
return to find out if the company should move forward.
The let Flatoon was notified to assemble prepared to
move forward, The reserve Rifle Company, Coupany E,
wae notified that the 2d Battalion was attacking and
advieed that they should move forward. The liaison
group signalled back with their wig-wag flag to move
forward, The most direct route, along a path over the
left face of the ridge, over the bridge and up the trail
was taken. Upon arriving at the plateau, infantry
were observed beyond the Paris-Soissons Road. On
approaching the Faris-gSoissoneg Road the Commanding
officer 26th Infantry was seen, It was thought that

' the Regimental command post was at tha# point, The

following conversation took place: "I am in command

Wil
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of the machine-pun company sup.orting the 2d Battalion

28th Infantry". "iove your company forward immediately

to support., They need you", "“ihere is the 24 Bat-
talion?®" "gtraight forward". "Wlll you give me a
gyidef" "io, I have no guides, BSend your liaison men

out ag feelers,

The machine-gun company commander desi:mated
one runner to remain behind and explained to him that
the let Platoon under the commuand of the company com-
mander was moving forward, "Signal the other two
platocone to move forward and take pogsitions un the pla-
teau oehind the Faris-gSoissons Road." The company
commander started forward leading the platoon which had
been formed in line of squad columns upon arrival on
the plateau. They moved forward about 100 yards when
enemy machine guns fired at them. Rush by sowade for
fifty yarde was taken up until tae top of tue slope wus
reached, There were a few riflemen on the reveree side
of the slope and also some dead, The let Battalion wase
eeen on the right flank. As the platoon appeared on the
creet the enemy machine-gun fire 1ﬂéreased. A ripe
wheat field lay in front, Advance wae now made by
rushing 25 yarde, one man at a time, This drew enemy
fire, It was decided immediately to advance oy crawling
forward through the wheat, One hundred and fifty yards
were covered by the platoon crawling together. This |
crawling began to draw fire, The company commander
then, with hie two runners and two sergeants who were
not carrying machine-gun ecuipment, went cut as scouts
followed by the gun squads, Finally no movement could
be made by an individual without drawing fire which
raked below the top of the wheat. An unoccupied, short
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and hastily-puilt trench was encountered. The zuns
were ploced in firing poeitions in the trench, Then
riflemen who remained with the platoon were seat ten
yards to the left flank to prevent a surprise attack
from that flank, Vieipbility was limited to about
twenty feet, It was presumed thet the 2d Battalion
night be 8till further to the front and that this enemy
detachment had come in behind their left flank., It was
apparent that théere was a strong enemy force within
about thirty yards. Riflemen could crawl to this point
and then rush the trench, A message was sent back,

"yachine Cun Company.
supporting 2a Battalion,

To 0,0, 26th Infantry
M. G. Company stopped 800 yards N. of Paris-
goissons Road by enemy fire., Enemy located 60 yards
to the left front. 8end infantry or artillery support
and can keep on advancing.
Signed }’ar‘;’{'
Comdg, "

After the messenger left friendly artillery
vegan falling about twenty yarde in front of the
position. Enemy artillery pegan falling twenty
yards to the rear. OQOvers and shorte from both
fires fell on the trench, This friendly artillery was
not in response to the messaze because that message
could not have arrived, The company commander made a
short reconnaiesance during the fire;wehisdwas made %
poseible by the enemy seeking cover from the artillery

fire, The exact location of the enemy could not be

determined,
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The mescenger returned with the following
information: 'The 24 Battalion is vehind the Farig-
goiscone Road, The vattalion commander wants wachine
gun eupport from that pusitlon: The platoon wae with-
drawn to the Faris-csoissons Road and gune were placed
in poeition there. The location of the 34 and a4
Piatoons was checked, and reconnaissance made for the
2d Battalion command post ana petter locations for the
Fot P latirn
machine pune., The battalion command post wae found to
the left flank and beuind the Paris-goissons Road. It
HH&H;’SHEIl hole. The 2d Battalion apparently had
elipped, during the attack, to tne left flank. The 2d
and 64 Flatoone could support the battalion from their
positione. The lst Flntoon was shifted to the left, to
the right center of tne battslion, for better positions.
Comments

llo orders were received oy the reserve rifle
company or the machine-gun company for the attack.. The
order to attack had been received by the Commanding
Of{ficer 28th Infantry at 3:00 AM. The orders received
were to attack at 4:00 aM. (7) Information of the attack
was received through the maéhine—gun liaison group at
the battalion commend post. The brigade orders to
organize and defend the let objective had been viclated
by the machine-gun company taking forward positions.

To again move forward meant to leave the assigned
mission, Movement forward was delayed due to lack of
orders, Finally the company moved in bounds at the
initiative of the company commander, This proved to
be & proper moveuent, JImproper directions caused
unnececsary casualties, and a platoon of machine guns

with little shock action was lost to defense because it
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wae 800 yarde in front of the front line with no
field of fire. It was peliéved that a platoon of infan-
try could have moved forward oy infiltration and taken
the enemy trench with few casualties, It was impossible
for the machine-gun platoon to capture the trench with
their pietols without deserting thelr machine guns.
e Cadir. g

The gun positianafdiﬂ 0t have sufficient cdepth for tne
most efficient defense, but were suitable for an attack
formation, The eénemy terrain was ideal for machine-gun
defense,

Rolling ground offered exceilent positions and
the entire ifront could be covered by machine guns,

QFERATIONS 10:00 AM to 5:30 FM JULY 19

Eneny targets were again sought out. One enemy
165 caliber gun which had Deen shooting down the Faris-
Soiseone Road from the left, was located and one machine
gun waeg directed to the left flank, to attempt to put
it out of action., Macuine-gun fire failed to dislodge
it. At thde time an American artillery vattery galioped
across the Paris-goiessons Road on the right, unlimbered
and fired shrapnel to the left flank near the machine-
gun target. They then withdrew. The machine gun was
brought back to its position, Additional direct fire
targets could not ve found, At 4:00 PM the machine-gun
company commander with two runners, again Tejoined the
command post of the 24 Battalion, Occasional intense
enemy machine-gun fire from the left front swept the
intrenched arca, Observation of the front from the
battalion command post was excellent,

Enemy had been seen and reported by rifle
platoon commanders organizing positions, but this was

-
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not reported to the macaine-gun company. These could
have been engaged and the enemy driven from these
positions either by direct or indirect fire.

ATTACK 5:30 PK

It wag axow 5:30 PN July 138, 1918, The situation
was unchanged, (8) At 5:45 Fi & messenger from the regi-
mental command post dived into the 2d Battalion command
post, The message was:

"Hg, 28th Infantry
To €C.0. 24 En,

Attack at 5:30 Fi, capturing Floisy Ravine
and helgnt beyond, Artillery lifts at 5:30 P,

Azimuth of attack 114°,
sgd, "

The battalion commander asked the maechine gun
company commander, "Wnat time is it now." M53;45,
fifteen minutes late now." "What ies the direction?i
"That way (pointing)." "I'l]l take the right, you take

the left., Let's gol" The nmachine-gun company commander

sent one runner to the machine-gun platoons and one to

the left company with the verval message, "attack
immediately." HEe followed the battaliocn commander to
the Paris-Soisgons Road, moved to the right to view
the machine-gun company, &md blew his whistle and gave
the arm signal, "Forward". As some men saw tie signal,
he turned and moved slowly toward the left front, The
machine-gun company arose elowly and started forward
to the left oblicue., The sguads organized and the
company formed in a line of eguad columns directly
behind the company coumander, Ricochet shell fire was
received from a battery of heavy artillery to the left
flank, Intense wachine-gun fire came from the front,
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The pace, slow at first, was increased to a
run, aAs the ieft center of the battalion sector was
Ireached the approXimate azimuth direction was taken.

The company halted pehind a slight ridge for a two-
minute rest, followed by reorganization, The objective
of the attack was stated,

Tnere was no infantry in front or on the left
flank. Infantry were seen moving forward on the right
flank, The platoon commander of the 3d Platoon was
reported kilied, The platoon sergeant waes in command,
The company moved forward at a run. 48 they reached the
crest of the slope t.e lst Battalion, Z8th Infantry was
seen coming over tie nill, moving across the front of
the od Betialion, They were peing rapidly thinaned out
cut they were not nesitating., shouted directions and the
arm signal for their change of nqgﬂbtiun was given by
the machine-gun company commander, This was obeyed.

The machine-gun company proceeded on. Tney bhalted in

a sunken road and reorganized. A battery of enemy light
artillery had commenced firing from the front. The
heavy artillery had ceased fire, €asualties were
becoming sericus, Two runners only remained with the
Company Feadouartere, An aid station wae estaclisned
into which wounded riflemen started pouring. Canteens
were dry and the wounded left to suffer from thirst.

The company commander's orderly reported, "I am wounded.
Frivate Erskine takee my place."

To decrease losges it was determined to send
one platoon forward under the remaining officer and tue
two other platoone to follow in support., The 2d Platoon
officer came to get his instructions with the remark,

"Hell of a Day! Eh?" "Take your platoon across to the
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valley., I will follow with the other two platoons at
100 yards." "That is suicide." "gStart imumediately."
While leaning against the road watcuing the platoon
leave the trench a shell knocked the company commander
down, When he arose the 2d Platoon had advanced about
fifty yards, The other two platoons were directed to
move forward, The encmy artillery was now covering the
movement with shrapnel. After advancing a hundred yards
the company coimender was again knocked down. When he
awoke the company was nalted walting for orders. The
platoon in front was halted, The coumand "forward" was
given, The company conmander moved forward rapidly teo
make a reconnaiscance, and found the 24 Platoon leader
wounded, The platoon leader wag notiiied tnat the
wounded would oe cared for upon the capture of the
objective. The company was moved forward to tie next
slope wiich overlooied the plateau, 7Here the Floisy
ravine could be seen and, througn a gap in the bushes and
treee, the heights beyond were visible, The enemy were
leaving their intrenchments, M"Action front" and
"commence firing" was given. liope of the enemy escaped,
The 34 Platoon was directed to remain in poeition
to cover the Ploisy ravine and the neights peyond. The
lgt and 24 Platoons were directed to move forward into
the valley following the company commander, FHe ran
forward through the valley and on to the heights beyond,
American riflemen were moving into the valley on the
right and onto the slope beyond. When the two platoons
arrived in the shelter of a steep bank the remaining
sergeant reorganized them and then reported to the
company commander, "I am wounded." "You are the only

sergeant left, 'Can you go on?" "Yes." "Take the guns
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forward, Take firing positions with the advance ele-
mente of the battalion, one section cover to tue left
flank, one section cover to the rignt flank. The left
flank appears most dangerous." The two sections ad-
vanced, Toe company command post and observation
post were established at the eastern edge of the wvalley.
The senior officer remaininz with the rifle companies
wasé a let lieutenant. Fe was notified to organize the
slope with the riflemen and told that four machine gune
were wmoving into the front line, Their positions and
fieldsot fire'i:;LPDinted out, The lieutenant was
notified that the machine-gun company commander would
retain command of the machine-gun company to support the
pattalion,

Commen t8

Due to the attack order being received after
the time sacheduled for the attack, the battalion did not
make a coordinated attack, The enemy were not defending
closely with riflemen and the shock action of riflemen
was not required for the advance of the machine-gun
company., Enemy riflemen could have prevented their
advance, It was not realized until the first halt was
made that the left rifle company would not advance
immediately, A reorganization was intended at that
halt,

It was believed that the machinesgun company
should be well forward to drive out enemy artillery and
machine guns, a8 machine-gun fire was more effective
at those targete than rifle fire, néitha jump-off the
1st Battalion was facing northeast. The right flank of
the lst Battalion had been farther advanced than the left.
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Thie may have been responsivle for their loss of
ﬁirection.d%fhe infantry was s0 exhausted on arrival

at the objective that great difficulty wae had in
Teorzanizing, ?;rtunately, nothing was «nown of the
scheme of the divieion order for atiack and objective,
The advance of the bpattalicn would have been delayed(u)
and more casualties suffered in consequence of delay
because the 28th Infantry was aided by the eneuny posi-
tlone belng flanked. The objective, tne heights west
of Floisy ravine, was overrun due to misunderstanding
and the heighte east of tie valley were captured.
Command of the 2d Battalion was not assumed by the
machine-gun company commander in spite of his seniority,
pecause there were no other officers lefit with the
machine-gun company. The riflemen were under a capable
lieutenant, %;e reorganization of the gun squads during
the advance was remarkable, In spite of 50 per cent
casualties within thirty minutes, eight out of twelve
sguads arrived with their complete eduipment and
ammunition, It was especially noted that the company
horee-shoer and a recently relieved mule driver, both
considered unreliable men, were present. They carried
full boxes of ammunition. One corporal nad picked up
his assembled gun and tripod and was moving forward with
the platoon, ’%%e machine-gun company coummander still
does not know what action was proper during the attack
at 5:30 BM, July 182, The enemy defense quickly showed
iteelf in the sector of his advauce to consist only of
machine guns and artillery., The exact location of the {
light artillery and the machine guns could not be

determined, The attack wae successful.




NOIDENTS FOLLOWING TEE ATTACK

An Algerian liaison platoon reported to the
company command post. The machine-gun company commander
drank the platoon sergeant's wine and then direoted him
to report to tne American troops in the valley t0 the
left., A captain of the 28tn Infantry arrived alone and
showed evidence of, and talked avout, his narrow escapes
until told to organize the 28th Infantry and move
forward on the slope on the left flank of the 26th
Infantry. A memoer of the 28th Infantry was gquestioned
concerning the location of tone command post of tue 23th
Infantry Battalion on the left. Later tie 28th Infantry
regimental commander appeared and asked, "Where is the
C.P. of the ©8th Infantry Eattalion?® Tue location wae
given. "Do you know where it is?n #"Yas,!" MWlead me
to it." "Follow me," The valley intervening was intensely
shelled. The company commander ran airectly to the
dugout, followed by the colonel. The company commander
immediately turned back and ran to his command post. It
wae now dusk, On his return a staff car came from the
direction of Miesy aux Bois, They asked of the company
commgnder, "Vhere are the Algerians." "On our left,"
"Have you eeen them?" "Yesa," "JIg the lgt Division in
liaison with them?" "Yee. One of their platoons was
here, They were sent to the 28th Infantry in the valley
to our left and directed to keep contact with them." The
platcon gergeant of the advance platoon Treturned wounded
8 second time, He gave the location of the guns.
Request for him to return in the staff car wae granted.
Reconnaissance and check of the infantry and machine guns

wae made. Flank protection for the guns was assured,

ST



Overlay #b
Map #4

Assistance in reorganization of the infaniry front line
wes given, Three men were left at each gun and all
other men were sent back to care for wounded and to
return with asmunition that had been dropped during the
advance,

At dusk a Y.M.C,A, truck came to the valley
with chocolate and cookies., The truck was unloaded and
left. Additional machine-gun ammunition was received
when ratione were brought forward during the night of
July 19-20, Amnunition wes distributed and the men
fed in reliefs. Inouiry as to why ammunition had not
been trought forward on the night of July 1B=1: was
excused on the grounde tiat road congestion in the rear
areas prevented carte obeing brought forward, It was
Tumored that the lst Division was to ve relieved on
July 20,

A company commander from the 34 Battalion took
over the command of the 2d Battalion.

On the morning of July 20 enemy fire on the
infantry lessened but enemy artillery fire wase more
accurate in the bottom of Floiesy ravine, The situatiocn
on the left in the ravine appeared safe from counter-
attack from that direction. Runners were sent out to
notify the 34 Platoon to move forward to the eastern
glcpe of the ravine. As the machine-gun company com=
mander etood waiting in his observation poet, enemy
enell fire commenced and repeatedly knocked him down,
On ite cesgation the platcon arrived and waes conducted
to ite new pusitiuna.?/ L M"-ﬂ-"? sl

At about 2:00 PM the 34 Battalion, 3sth Infantry
wae observed moving forward in approach formation and

being shelled by enemy artillery., On ingquiry as it
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passed, it wes found that they were making an atteck
leap-frogging the front line., There wee to ve a general
attack. No information had been received concerning
this attack. (10) The 24 Battalioun had not moved. The
movement of the 3d Battalion wae watched, There was a
hay shed on the sumuit of tue slope to the front; as this
wae approached intense eneany fire stoppued tue adavance.

io ground was gained.

pord drifted to the infantry as a weseage from
the diviesion commender, "Tne 18t Division will continue
to attack. The infantry is never exhausted." The macnire
gun company comwender's reactions to this was, "The
infantry ie exhausted and I au exnausted."

CONFUSION

puring the night of July 20-21 information was
received from the 2d Battalion that the consolidatead
1st and 2d Battalione as one unit would attack to the
ripght of Berzy le Sec at 8:30 AM, July 21. (11) The 3d
Battalion would remain in support. The 2d Battalion
machine-gun company would remain in reserve.

Orders were issued to the two front-line
gections., The lst and <d Batialions are to attack at
8:30 AM, Thie company ie in reserve,

Left section, upon the capture of the hill to your
direct front, move your guns forward to the forward slope
of the hill aud to the left of the hay shed. Assist the
infantry advance by fire on the plain southeset of Berzy-
le-ge¢, One section will be on the right of the hay shed.
The 3d Platoon will remain in reserve in their present
locaticn.

Right section, move forward upon the capture
of the hill to ybur direct front, ocoupy positione to
the right of the hay shed. Aseist the infantry advance
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by fire on the plain southeast of Herzy-le=5ec. One
gection will be on the left of tue hay shed., The 3d
Flatoon remains in their present location,
U@Whenugiﬂ?in fia,}z::ifgwd of the situation cires

At B:45 Al the two sections moved forward to
thelr positione, The right section encountered enemy
on going into their position, but with pistol fire killiea
them and went into position,

Tie situation in front was confused and no fire
could be used in direct supoort of the battalions, Some
fire during the first stages of the attack was delivered
on the designated area,

Commente

The wachine-gun company wasg 80 reduced by
capualties that an advance could not be made by the
eipht guns, It would have been necesgary to reduce the
number of gune to four at most to attack.

The eneuy terrain was wooded and cut by steep

Kap #4 banks and slopes., Close support for the attack could be
of little value. Increased enemy resietance and fire
indicated a new line of resistance through Hoyant.

On the afternoon of July 20-31 the 24 in
command returned to the company, having been relieved
by the company commander of the company to which he had
been attached,

Relief

On July 22 orders were received that the lst
Divieion was t0 be relieved that night, There would be
no replacement relief for tne wachine-gun company, but
it would automstically be relieved at 8:00 PM. The
traneport would be waiting at urs.va.n.'un. The company

was asgembled prepared to move to the Tear, when enemy




rockete sooeared from beyond Berzy-le-cec. It was
celieved that a counterattack might be in progress.
All guns were sent vack to their positions to wait.
The amrunition had teen left in place because tuere
were only sufficient men to carry the guns. Nothing
developed and the gune were arain withdrawn., There
were two officers and twnety=six men remaining with
the company.

Clemente c¢f the relieving divieion were passed
enroute to the rear. The gun carts were picked up. The
march was slow pecause of the fatigue of both officers

*Qﬁyj“- and men and the column arrived at the as=embly area in

J A (Eois de fetz }an daylight, July 33, 1318,

GEIERAL CONCLUSICHS

Limited objectives gave valuable time for
reorganization, toth for the attackine and defending
troops, Thie time probably wae more valuaple for the
defending unite than for the attacking. It was the
Iwriterla opinion formed when one machiune-gun platoon
advanced about 700 yarde in front of the front line
with only one casualty, that organized infiltration
ghould be used, It was believed for example, that the
entire area west of Ploisy ravine and enst of the Farie-
Solseone Road could have been-.captured by infiltration
from the right flank and with few casualties, The wheat
field gzave excellent concealment and a poor field of
fire for defense againest infiltration.

SFECIAL CONCLUSIOLS

To attach riflemen to a machine-gun company as

ammuni tion carriere was a waste of man power, The rifl e-

man ammunition carrier was handicapped by carrying a
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rifle and, morecver, men prefer to ove with their own
organizations, They rejoined at the first opportunity,
Carte were improperly uﬁéd. They could have been held
in Yeadinees in the rawvine at Cutry and prought ammu-
nition forward during July 18 to the gun positions on
the 2d objective. They also could have been held in the
kisgy-aux=-EBois ravine and furnished ammunition for
indirect fire from the Paries-goissone Road., Upon
arrival of the company at Plolsy ravine the carts should
nave advanced to the Ploizy ravine.

The ammunition problem in succeedinz engagemente
wagé solved by a transport corporal and runner following
the company, The ammunition corts moved from cover o
cover in rear, Wonen thée machine-gun company went ianto
poeition a company amrunition dump was iumediately
established and the empty carte returned for additional
ampuni tion. Casualties were few and the ammunition
gupply alweys ample, Impetus of supply must come from
the rear and from within the company, Casualties among
runners, lasck of time and fatigue, prevent a search being
made for the transport. The stabllization of a situa-
tion allows the traneport to remain farther to the rear.

The mechine-gun company command poet must be in
a tactical location from which the platoone may be
commanded. The location may or may not be the same ae
that of the battalion command poet. Close liaison,
however, muet be maintained by a machine-gun company
detail at the battalion command post. This group must
consist of an energetic officer or noncomuissioned
officer, and two runnere., They must have the confidence
of the battalion commander, and in case of lack of time,

be able to analyze the s.tuation and inform the machine

gun-compeny commander.,
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All runners must oe intelligent, be able to
read maps for directions and deliver important mes-
Bages végg:igﬁ. Important messages only must ve sent.
Two runnerse should De uesed if poeseible put they must
oe depended upon to zo alone to the proper place, either
Oy day or nlignt.

There were many opportunities during tihis
attack for the euployment of overnead and indirect fire
of the support and reserve maciiine-gun cﬂmyaniea of the
brigade. This five was not utilized, There was also
no coordination of the machine-gun defense of the
brigade,(l2) The War Diary of the 54 Machine=(Gun
Battalion reports on July 20, 1318, "Usual routine
duties."

Organizations must oe maintained until they
dieappear and their location muet ve known at all times
by the next higher unit,

Orders should reach a wmachine-gun company as
soon ae posesible, Time im recuired to give data for
their fire and to take up suitable firing positions,
Attached units freauently are forgotten in the exoite-
ment of action, or the commander fails to realize that
this unit may require more time to move than a rifle
COMpany.

The efficiency of a unit varies with the amount
of information. The situation must te known by two or
more persons of the unit., There were occasions when all
information of the action to be taken was known in the
battalion by the battalion headquarters only, MNore
«frequently within a company only the company commander
knew, Oasualties in that group produced the embarrass-
ing gituation ni going to some unknown destination and
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not knowing whdt to do if they zot there.

Cloge support of the assault battalion by a
machine-pun company c¢an render great ascistance in the
attack, The principles of this support are;

Bold and energetic use of machine guns, and
positions well forward in the formaticn.

Engace every enewmy target that appears,

Constant reconnalssance.

Nell trained crews who can replace any casualty.

Coservation of eneny and friendly movemente.
Machine gun fire:

Hastily organized positione can be smothered
by wachine-gun fire and the occupantes of the position
prevented from firine. An accurately located mechine
gun in these positione can pe destroyed or prevented
from firing. The French mape, scale 1/20,000 were of
sufficient accuracy for indirect fire.

The solution of the piohlem of am:unition
supply combined with closer liaieon made later support
by the machine-gun cowpany much more affbnt'tﬂ.a{&f;iﬁz

infantry was never exhausted,
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