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THE OPERATIONS OF THE MACHINE GUN PLATOON, CCMPANY "B,
FIRST BATTALION, TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT(SIXTH MARINE
DIVISION), AT OKINKWA, RYUKYUS ISLANDS, 1-18 APRIL, 1945,
(RYUXYUS CAMPATGN)(PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF THE MACHIMNE
GUN PLATOON LEADER)
- _ INERUDUGTiON .

The War.in the Paclifio Theater, frum the firet viectory on Guadalcanal
unt1l the battle for the'Philippine Isiands, had progressed favorably for
the Unlted States troops engaged therein. The huge squesze movemert, which
started in the Solomon Islands, had resulted in slowly but surely pushing
the Jépanéae off the various islend groups, These, the Japs had, for the
main pert, odcupied by foroe of aonquests By Maroh, the squeeze had embra-
eed all the major groups axeopting the Ryukyus, Formoea, and the Japanese‘
Islands themselves, |

In view of this fact, 1t was then declded,iby higher hsadquarters;
thet the time wae ripe to start another campaign utilizing the joint.and
combined’ forcee of ths Army, MNavy, Marine. Gorps, and Coast Guard. Unknown
to those th;Jiiimatelydééagﬁg éhléﬁéeclslon(:ut lsast the malor percemntoge
of theeﬁ Ok;nawa-Shimq-in the Ryukyus Group, jJust south of the main islands
of Japan, was selected as the target, (1) |

The Tenth Army was the.unit selected for this operation, The Third

_.U"r)'

#r ri;

Amphibious corps wes the Marine Corps oomponent of the parenﬁ unit, 1t being
made up of the First, Second, and Sixth, Marine Divisions, Pioneer, Engineer,
Artiilery and other supporting units, Bome twelve~hundred shlps of the Navy
and Coast Guard, "the largest war fleet that ever ealled” (2), was to support
the landing of the Tenth Arﬁy.l ' _.

Gonsistihg of the Fpurth,.Twenty-Seoond, Twenty~Ninth Regiments, and
supporting arms and services, the Sixth Marine Division was formed on the Island
of Guadaloanal, Soloemon Ialanda,.in September 1944, (3) Both the 4th and 22nd |
Regimente wers obﬁbat exporlonced and ths First Battalion of the 2¢th had dis-
tingulshed 1tself in the\bitter fighfihg on Saipan, where it was attaohed Qs a
(1) 4-2, p. 3783 (2) A-1, p. 455 (3) A<1, po 1o ,
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part of the FirBtIPrwiaionai Marine DBrigade, The Battalion was engaged in
the fierce flghting for the strategie landmark, Mount Tapotohau, whioh was
' ta_l;en only after heavy lossen to those engaged in its oapture, (3) The two
other battallons of the 29th, were hand picked, well trained, end spirited
porsonnel,

It was amidet the settings of the firset vietories of World War II that
- the sbaglng area was seil for the sonbinuance of the re_lerrl:le_ss attack on the
Jepansse Empire, There 100, the Si#h Marins Diviaion trainéd, worked,stud=
- ledy and finally bocame thé well ogoordinated fighting machine which was to
assault the Jape on the island of Ckinawa, in the Ryukyus groupe But, 1t was
not umtil the troops wore well aboard thelr ships and the Bixth had sailled
frmx.-"'l'he Canal", on Maroh 15, 1945, that all hande were informed that the |
destination wae to be Ckinawa. The utmost Secrscy had surrounded the entirs
| treining period so as to abtaln the maximum eurpriee effect. Many of the men
hed speculeted pn the naﬁ target, Some pugpested Formosa, gthers thought the
northern Fhillipplnse, while the more pepsimlstle vemtured the suggestion thet
| the main islands of Japan might be the new operational eree. (4).

| S0y on Merch 15, 1945, embarked aboara all types of modern, oorﬁbat, E5R=
orefty the Division salled from Guadalioanal. The 2%th Marlne Regiment wes
| 'combat loé.ded aboard APA's ( Aéaault Personnsl Traneports ), while the other
oxceps supplies to be used for the ﬁontimOus pupport were stowed aboard AKA'e
( Assault Gafgo Shipe ). (5)

Although eaoh of the uhits@/of the First Battalior/had trai;qad diligent=
ly, and as thoroughly, ae the rest of the fegiment', and wibe-1n the pink of
eondition, there was no relaxing of training, This training did not, of course
inélude the type of work the men'had performed in the stagling area, bubt was
rather the informa_tiﬁ'e type. Men wore briefed as to what they could expeot
in this, the first oconquest of a Japanese populated and inhablted land. The
Intelligenos repofﬁ: whioh were rolayed on to the men, gave the approximate
mmber of matives as some 400,000, some excellent maps were handed out for
(3) A-ﬂ;, pe 43 (4) A-S,@}E] (5) A%y Pe 5 & A8,
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the study of the typg of terrain that eould be expeoted. {6) The men were
told that.theré were poisonous snakes on this next landing=-step, among
whioh was the deadly Habu. All hunds shudde;ad.at the report that -leprosy
was prevélant, and that nearly 511 of the nutives were infeoted with a type
of diarthéa'or one of many other kinds of diseases. {7) Considerable inber-
est wae arfoused in the repoft that the mtives wore aﬁfﬁld oivilization;
but extremefly primitive in their way of life, Suoh reportes as the faot
that the heaviest resistance of the entire Pacidio campaignzfﬁas expected,
beoaunse o}*ﬁﬁéicidég proximity to the @giﬁ Ielands of Japan,fﬁ;éf;éoeived
_ with etern faces and tight lips. Aﬂfg/;esqlt of thie last bit of newﬁ,'all_
hqnds'and the ship's cookﬁﬁéere ﬁrgpnred for the worst and knew in their
hearts that:tﬁis resistance would last from LOVEMDAY umtil the last Jap
wae dead. (8) |

| Too many of the intelligemnce reporte were quite hasy, but were received
with donpiderable oagernees,. All of the ﬁen knew thet there was a gfagg‘laok
.of ourrent information avalleble and it was not unusual for the Variouaf
platoon lomders to be confromted with the question," Any new dope, +o-day?",

it last word was received by the Battallon oommander, that LOVE-DAY

wae scheduled to be Easter Sunday, April lst, 1945. {9} A tenseness, octopus~
like in its embracement, gripped all hands. This, being Broken only by the
Bemi-humorous!rémﬁfk, " Tiig April Fool's Day, t00, Wonder if we'll get a
big foolin' "09) weapons were checked and re-checked. A1l other goar wos
carefully looked after, to make sure it was in the right place for instant
uee , Each member of the oombat team was as high apirited, yot grim, as a

\ll A

~high spirited Pursbred juaf before ite first race,

| THE_OENFRAT, STTUATION — [ it s e

The Third Amphibloue Corps ﬁnd-tha TwenthFourth Army Corps were to
athaok abreast, on the west coast of the Island, directly opposite the two
 vital airfields, Yontan and Kadenm. They wers o seize and hold these points
(6) A~ 83 (7) A-6 & K-1 p. 40y (8) A-8; (9) A-1, p. 45, A~2, p. 383 &

AL, De 5 & A-B: {10) A~B, & A=~D.



against all enemy_resistanne. The Third Amphibioua.Corps, consisting of the
First and 8ixth Marine Divieions ( the Second Division was in Army reserve) {(11)
wag assigned the misslon of taking and holding Yontan Alrfield. The Sixth

Division, on ths north aside of the sector of httack, wat assigned Green

M‘/ f’f”” Beachos, one and two, and Red Beaches, one 4 two, and thres. The attask was .
r\‘ ‘

.

Fuetedts o be made with the Fourth and Twenty-Second Regimsnis abrsaat, and the

130093 55
;i;?ﬁ;j?”JTweuty-Niuth in Qorps reserve, The 4th on Red Beaoches and the Twenty-Senond
R’ l‘il-t-a*._l;?;r on Green, H-Hour, LOVE-DAY, was to be 0830, (120

| Each member of the Machine Gun Platoon of Company "B", Firet Battallon,
received the final attaoé}%i%ﬁ‘fha stoloiem which is prevelant in the average
maohine gunner, |
f With the peceipt of the final attack order, there was also the lssuance

o

’ of the Battalion déba.rkation order, To explain in part; this ié the ordér of. .
: attack as 1t refers -t;o the individual unite leaving the mcther ship prior to
. landing on'the beach, B0 arranged thet no cémplo'to fighting unit 1is in any
::_ one emall boat. There may be, for instence, one platoon of riflemen and a
i’:section of machine gunnere eseigned to one type of landing craft, (1#)
| Practlioe formeti~ns were held to insure that each man on -I;hg ahip -
knew exactly what boat he wes to embark in, wirt time he wae to come up to
the top-edde and on which side ~f the ship he was to take his p‘lace. Every-
thing, except {t;he .\a;:tu.al ;mbarking wae 'practicsd. This hed been practiced
time and time agaln, whils in tha steging area., This drill, prier to an
actual landlng, makes for a maximum of efficiency, with a minimum of con-

y et g

fusion., Thut la:l;ter detall I1s one of the prime frotors to be consldered in !
an amphiblous operation. An excess of eonfusion and dd.aorg,an:.za.tion caen
definitely affecf the proper, gmoo'l:h., eoordination of the fighting team &s

"1t prepares £or ite final action. One g8lip in the loading of the smallest

yessel can unduly and unnecessarily high'l:en the arfiety of the parsdnnel

(11) 4-3, pp. 366, 367, 369;’1[;12 "c;’; (12) 4-1, p. 445 (13) A~6.



making the assaultg‘}) .

The Cbtmpany Commander, Gompany "“B', charged the meohine gun platoon
leader with the responsibility of assigning the varioue sectlons of his plete-
oon, #0 that a maximum of suprort was equally distributed throughout the
Company. A& general plan was suggested by the machine gun platoon leader and
subsequently presented to the Company Comman der, for the suggasteé employ~-
ment of the "guns" and the dlstribution of the various ecrews,

The first swction,lunder contfal of Sgt. Cumingham, was to embark,
witﬂ their heavy machine guns, with the flrst platoon, iq boat nunber twenty
6i1x. The second section, with Corporal Blocmstrand in scontrol, was mesigned
to the Becond plafoon. While the third section was in support of the third
platocn, with Corporal Greenstein in comtrol. The Gunnery Sergeént of the
machine gun platoon, Gunnery Sergeamt Bagwell, along with two runners would
accompany the Goﬁpany Commander in hie boat. The machine gun platoon leader
was told that he would be with the second platoon in their vessel. (15)

Now that 81l arrangements wsre made and the pers - nnol thorouchly briel-
ed , wo were ready for the operation. ‘

THE_ATEACK

At Love minﬁs-three haﬁrs, 0530, all hande were awake and listening
to the battle ae i1t got undsrway., To several of the now ﬁ%n it was quite a
thrilling sxperisnce to hoar the naval gunfire ae.it lambasted ths bsach.
Several of the esarlier rirsrs saw the distemt hills of Okinawa fade into
obscurity as the five, eight, fourteon and sixteen inch riflee of the nevy,
blasted away at the auppOSed_stronghﬁlds of the enemy on the rapidly ?isa-
ppearing beaches sast of the phip.(16)} phuiﬁﬂﬁgj

Righ in the sky, an ocoensional glimpee could be had of thé;ﬁhrine

Fighter Wing, astﬁ¥*&ropped bombs throughout the sect~r of attack,

A surprising number »f the men aeboard, marines that is, ate a hearty

(14) A-6; (i5) A~6; (16) A-1, P. 45
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brenkfast of steak and eggs with all the trimming_s, w.}ﬁ.le the prelimingry
etrilke was progressing. Even as latoe as H minue thlrty minutes, some nf the
perssmel, ﬁho were lator to make the landins, were so unconcernsed about the
ﬁhole affair that they werae playing o few last sames of "Aeey-Ducy" and eribb-
age, Perhaps it was a falee air of braggadoclo, who knows? Maybe 1t was only
to hide their true feelinge.of nervous amxiety.(17) |

Firnally, at 0830, in the misty, smoke filled distence, one cnuld dis=~
corne tﬁe acfivity of small boats laaving the parent ship, sailing a short
distance, and then start the seemingly endless cifcling which prededes the
final jumping eff for the beach. Then a long, but staggered line of these
boats headed for their mssigned beach areas. Men mlong the 1lhfe lines wers
quiet, thoughtful, and wondering what the near future held for thoso in the
Ticet wave. All hands tensely walted for the first teports to como {5 the
ship.

Then camo the astounding and unbslleveable news, “Little or no enemy
registance on all beaches,are procesding inland toward Yontan Airfieid."_

5# approximately 1000, or H plus two hnura, word was received that the
22nd Mrlna.Regiment, on the left flank of the Divislon Bector had requerted

,fﬂfi;' that the 2%th Regimeﬁt be releasad from Corpe reserve and landed to protect
_?PPF 0 Ithelr left flank area later known g Zamna Misaki Peninsula, So, at 1230 the
¥

Pﬂw& [Flrst Battalion, 29th (not the entiro Regiment ) was releassd from Qrrps

3 9¢{5J | and were landed at approximately 1500 on Lova Day.(18)
-

ACTICN BEGINS FON MACHTME GUN PLATOON

Thus began.the acti~n »f the Machine Gun Platoon, Company "B", First

Bn., 239th Repgimont.,

Upan hitting the beach under # low hanging emoks clouds, it was cbserv=-
od that our ~wn friendly tanks wege manusverine back and forth over the

distant .low hille and farm lands, Many .airplanss. could be seer in the

(17) A-1, p. 453 & ;}-ai (18) A-1, p.47, A4, DPs 5, A-T p. 135 = -1,
P Fooon rta -n :
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vicinitf of Yomtan and théy woere apparently engaged in blasting the enemy
from stronge haldﬁpositioﬁa. '

Black blllowing ¢louds of smoko were heaviest over the eirfileld which
had been overrun by H plus one hour, while the 22nd on the right had cap-
tured their objective by H plus twﬁ hours, this being Cestle Hillyand wos
actually the objective for Love plus two days.(19) Without wasting one

minute of the remaining daylight houre, the First Battelion rapildly reor-

yg”WﬁW'”" ganized, on the bgach, and proeesded repldly to the left flank of the 22nd
;Z;t:fiﬁJ Marines sector QE_EEF{‘p. Company "A" on the loft, "B" on the right, and "
loals "gharlie" company in battalion reserve.

The Fifst Flatoon, “B" C-mpany, with the first machine gun sesticn
Trts

‘“ﬂyuﬁfmz aitached, oﬁcﬁpied the rirht secﬁor of the oompany front, the Seoond Pla-
’Pgéi”J toon Was asslgned the left, and had the second section ﬂf machine guns
attached. The third machine gun esction was in Company reserve with the thind.
Platoon, and the sixty mortars bronght up the rear.ﬁf the company.(zo) b

. _’lgt Nre,
f’—NT!Hi ‘. ,‘ ‘v ‘.‘ ﬁt EL{J On H LY Ad JJ‘{!? e FLL ﬂ

; Moving rapidly , for a D-{Love) Day speed, the Gompngy1pushed north

toward the extremity of Zempa Miseki Penznaula.(Zl)

)ﬁjé€f’55 ; - An ordev had been received, sarlier, to drop and pilq@fgn a commohn

ti::ii:ﬁtridumpyfgll exaoes items of equipment such as gar maeke, extra rations, ond

;pvﬁ”cﬁ gtha heavy machiné guns. It ﬁas thought that thé heavies would be employed
;in.the initial landing in the eventlthat the operation went bad for the in-
;vading troope, thus they had been landed with the company. Howeve. the

L o élighte followed cloeely and soon took the place of the heavier weap-ne in
4@91@9 Ethe rapid'movemenf to follow.(22)
oy THE 5

fnnﬂ;AAhJ The movement up the psninsula was unevewtful with vory few.enemy-en*

o fo'“’B“OOunterad 1n the battallon mrea of advance. Thes : seattered few wore quickly
BewTy Pramcer: whEe &1 a7 Ll MaP fve?

e CEFT, killed, and the company sot up ite defense for the night.(23) Tt was decided
AP DF=

yﬁ?zz*#‘ hy the Company Gommander that he would utilize the heavy machine guns which
T t(19§ A=l, p. 473 (20) A=-B; {21} A-1, p. 54, A~7 p. 133 (22) A-B;

J i F\f"(ﬁf“fcz "'8, A"l’ Da 54, :
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had followed the compan%, in the jeop trailer. Accompanying the Company
Commander on his rocomaisance of the area to be defended on this, the first
night ashore, the machine'gun pletoon leader discoversd that the main direc-
tion of poseible assault of the position would eome from the south emst, if
et all. The company having been organized intn a perimeter defense, he then
employed the guns on the flenks of the area, to adequatdly cover tho low
rolling ground to tﬁe south-east . A1l twelve muns in the platoon wers used,
Six heavie# and six lighte. Since there wore mot adequate personnel to man
all of the gune the crows were of nécessity cut down, there bsing a gunner,
an assistant, and twe ammunition supply perzonnel assigned to sach.

However, by dawn of the an dey, it wes aprarent that thess elaborate

: plana had been futile in that there were no enemy in ths immediate area, The
heavy pune woerse re-loaded into the tﬁailer and the company made plans to

continue, with the battalion and rejnin the 22nd Marines inland.

—-—

Informatiom was received on the morning of the 2nd of April, that
during the night and morning both the 4th and 22nd Marines had met with
resistance, puffering quite a few ecasualties and the.advance of the divi-
sion had Seen materially held up.{24)

Upon moving out from tﬁe area occupied durine the night of the let, it
was noticed thet fha terrain became rougher as proéress was mado toward
the left flank of the 22nd Marines ares of attack. This sectien extonded

pmni] | (M 1)

inland from the small village of Naka Qomar fo a distance of about a mile
= e

nd & half, The afea ascigned to the First Battallen, R%th Marines, was in

an extremely mountain-~us, sparsaly vegetated,,deepiy ravined secti n of the
torrain.(25)

Raacﬁing the assirned seetor ofldafenne in the late afternnon of April
.2nd, ancther reconnaigsance wae made by “he Company Commander acoompanied

by the mortar sectlon leader: ind the machine gun platron leader. The area

(22) A-l, Ppe 51, 53; (25)'Map u51 A-B.
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to be defended was on the forward slope of %Pﬁﬁ? g_highnbi{%? and well up
on the 8ide of this hill, A roadway wound about the base of thé hill and
climbed ratﬁer 8teeply up between two hill messes, the other being toward
the north of the position. It was not only an avenua of approach, for the
Japs from the north-sast, but was also the rrute used by the cdmpahy in
reaching the area, Battalion headquaritere was established woll up taoward
the crest of tho hili, with Able and Charlie combanies making up the re-
meinder of the perimeter of defsnss for the night |

The filrst platoon wae deployed on the right of tﬁe compuny aroa, the
second on left, with the third in reserve, in the general vicinity of the
company commend poct . The heavy guha had been brought up, and because of
the restricted area to be covered it was suggested by the machine gur pla-
toon leader that only they be used, with tho lights left with tho third
platoon atrthe CP in tho event that they might be needed letor. It was
furfher suggostad fhat the hoavies bo employed sﬁ that the right and left
flanks of the company were defonded and the third.sectiwn s6t up in the
interval betwoon the two platoors covering sectors both right and leit
forward of the company, perimeter, front; Bach of the pections was aszlgn-
ad é sector which mads it poosible for them to adequately cover the road
way, the reverse slops of the hill to the front. The dead spucos filled by
the autoﬁatic rifies of the two line platoons., By 1700 the gune were well
dug in, in position defilade, camoufleged, and alternate p&sitinns planned
and dug. Word was passed t0 all hands to keep toltheir fox holes after
night had fallon. The dey's pass word B relayed to ever-one, and as usual
if was one omploying the use of np many of letter "I ap possible. This
letter being difficult for the Japs to pronounce.(26)

At 1900 it wan d%Bk’ all men were in thelr fox holes, the macﬁine gun
-platoon leader was s£¥tionod,in his faxhole, near the right flank of the

company area a few yards from the first ssction., This p sition was selected

(26) A-é.



bocause of the likglihmod of an attack coming from that direction, Norm-
ally, his pogition was at tho compahy CF. Until approximately 2300, all was
quiet but from then on there was onﬁsiderabla excitoment. A whispered re~
port was given to tho platoon loader, by his runner, that the sectinn leader
of tho first section had heard a sound #imiliar to that of men walking,
to the right front srea. Keoning as close to the.groﬂnd as the seemingly
high silhouette of the body will permit, the plutoon lender procaeded, om
his stomach, to the vicinlty of the loft gun of the irst section. When he
was within five feet of the position of the gun, the loud burst of a hand
gfenade,-exﬁloding to his fromt causpd him to remaln as motionlses and us
eclose to the ground as he could gaf. Shortly after this, a short burst of
machine gun fire was directed in the direetion »f the grenads burst. Rising
gquickly to his feet, the platoon lesader rushed to tho nearsst gun whispering
to the erew in a stage whisper t§ hold their fire. This, of course, after
haeving i1denmtified himeelf in a rapid menner. After a brief inquiry as to
the situetion, the platoon leader was informed that persons wore heard
moving on the road.toward the machine gun poeition. No further movement
was hoard. Both gunners of the section were cautloned to ho;ﬁ their fire
until they were certain of thelr targets or unless the riflemen opened up

on clearly, recognizable enemy. The platoon leader then went to a slightly
defiladed area betwesn the guns =and lay down. About an hoﬁr and.a half
later, he was awakened by considerabls noise and corfusions Shortly
sfterward, several hand grenades explgded in rapdd sucoession, aﬂd there
was heerd the firing of Autometic rifles, M 1's, and carbinée, MNo machine
gun fire was noticed at this time. Returning to the vicinlty of the left

gun hse inquired.as to what wes happening. fhe punner, Gorporal Bloomstrand (2 2)
told him that there was somethins going on in the foxholes of the other
weapon of the sectinn, some ten or fifteen yarde away. After telling the men
to hold fire, the platoo; lender proceeded over to th.: other gun's vosition,.

When nearly to the foxholse he heard low voices, e few groans, and some

(27) A-5. -
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'qctivity. Approaching with much oaution, he whispered the pugs. word anq
shortly received an ancwer. He then got ¢lose enough {o faintly see what
was going on, in the véry dark night. He talked to the gﬁnner, who in-
- formed him that several Japs had sneanked up to the em?}aoament and attemp-
ted to overrun their position. Several of them had been killed, he thought,
and were. lying jus£ outside the foxholes. They hed heen killed with carbines
and piﬁtnls, ho added. Upon asking where Sergeant Curnninghem{Sergeant William
F. Gunninghumf&ggfhhe platoon leader was told that the Jeps had killed him.
Thie hed cecurred when the Sergeant was aftempting 1o reach thie gun's pog=~
ition and direct poesible fire at the enemy. The machine gun platoon of
Company "B", lost one of its finest non-commissioned officers, end in doing
so, suffered its firet cesuslty ﬂf'thiﬂ campaign:(%;at was the only casualty
of the night, with six of {he enemy bheing killed.,

Shdrtly:after the morning meal, on gpriilth;rd,iword was received
that the company was to econtinue its mo;e t oward thé§north, on the west
gide of Ishi—¥awsa Isthmué?a+he Battalion was to_méve g distencs of ahout
a thousand yardes and set up another defenéivéfﬁ;sition. The assigned mission
was to elean out the engmy in the rugged area, if he could be contacted,l
From the information received, it was apparent that the resietance con-
sisted of small isolated bande of leftovers. The major portion of the Jap ™ -
forces having moved to the south and t» the north.(3l). However, before the
move could he carried out, conmtradictory orders were received.

It seems that intelligence had received informetion thet the Japs
were going to attempt to land parmtroopers on Yontan Alrfield, on the
night of April third.(32) No 0;5 in the First Battalion, 29th Regiment
worried much about it silnoe they were of the opinion that sufficient troops
had been landed in the days einee the initiml landing to handle them. So’

the compeny prepared to move out ms sghaduled.
(28) A=53 (29) A-5; (30) A-4, pp. 5=63 (31) A~3, p.3613 (32) A-7, p. 13, A-B.
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Just before 0900, faptain Lyle E. Specht, Commanding Officer of Sompuny
"B", semt down word, to hold up preparati~ns tonmove, and told all hands
to take it easy, Ho added that as far as he knew the company would stay
in position that night, again..

The remainder(of the day was spent improving the positions, cleaning
the guné, and resting. Several reconnaisance groups were mem; out short
distances to search for.and try to comtact the enemy, but reports came
back that none were sosn.

At about 1730, the machine gun platoon leader checked all gun positions
reminded the ¢rews of esveral points concerning the final protective line,
ant went to hié foxhole where he prepared for the nights' waiting.

At 2000, all hands were aroused from their foxholes, and told to
bs ready to move out in half en hour,

By 2020, the machine gun platoon was mustered on the road with light
machine guns awaiting orders from the plutoon leader, They received crders
+0 march af rapid speed, with aé fow stops as possible to Yomtan Airfield,
sot up 8 defensive area and stand by to defend it agerinst énamy parachute
units. {33)

Bromptly at 2030, Cowrany "B", directly behind a guide furnished by
rear echeleon headquarters, moved out with the first rifle platnon leading,
followed by company headquarters, the second rifle plutoon, machine platoon,
mortar section, and the third rifle platoon bringing up the rear, Battalion
headquarters followed Gompany "B", with Able ﬁnd Charlie Companies, re-
speotively in the column.

To further amplify the rapiditf of thadmarch, the Battalinn arrived
intaet, at Yonﬁan Alrfield at approximately 2200, The distance eovered be-
ing about frur mlles, | |

WA Friee $E
wag noticed

[ ]
When epproximetely a hundred yards from the alrfield it

that there was considerable activity golng on throughout the area, Be-

(33) A=7, pe 133 A-8.
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cgusa of the extreme darknsess, nothing of thess activities coﬁld be- Been.
No lights of any kind were permitted, and the unite were forced to design
- thelr respective dsfenso areas in as rearly total blaqkness:as can be im=
agined. Meny attempte wero made to dig in, but the msphalt of the landing
strip made‘this_impessiblp. As an alternative the men'dug up pafts of the
.field and consﬁrﬁctad foxholes ebove tpe ground, s
_Shortly-after boing assigneq an area for the defense, and putting
the machine gune in their places, the machine gun platoon leader ﬁae in=
formed by.the Gompany.commander, that tanka were.going to be moving up.
into the main lines end to havé guldes ready to léqd them around the al-
.ready gtartsd fothIeB. Thigﬁgbcnmplished within the.next twonty min-
utes wlthout sorious mishap to any of the persornel in the area. At 2330
all aotlvity ceased in bhe area, and the troops Bettled down for the night (340
. It wae with conaidarablq-qurpr;se, that the men of Gompany "B grgeted
v'd&Y'bfﬁﬁkian,the 4th of Apr'il. As far as the eye could soo, it seemediitrqops
on foot, and many tanks wé;a_Qogupying the Area. Thé_first.Armored Amph-
bian Eattaliqn, hﬁd)qlsgibeeh,ordgreﬁ to Yonmtan, to supplement the Firet
Battallon, 20th Regimert, in the nights' defense.(35) |
Aleo on this morning the men received fhe happy BUrprise that prior-
to returning to the defensive aree oceupled oﬁ the third, they werc to
recelve hot coffee and soup, and would be transported via-trucks to the
vae pius three Iiness
L% Vo fI)*f; ' o
. Upon returning to the battali~n_nccupiﬁd_§_§a at 1130, 4 April, the
previous days plans to continue the advance to the front wa:'o put into B
\F\dgv? action. Since small elements of the Battalion headqudrtara unit, Ghdrlje
Té» oompany, and a platoon from Able company, had been left to hold th;:P091t10n
agalmst attack. Upon disemharking from the trucks,:infnnmathn-had been dis=

eminated that :he night of three April had been quiet with no enemy acti=-

L

vity reported.

(34) A~B; (35) A-7, p. 13.
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Shortly after 1200 the Company was formed on the road and prepared to
move out for the defensive area_planned_fnf that night + Reaching thg area
at 1700, thejsame type of”defense_was set up as for the previcus day, and
the unit gpent an uneventful night. .
On tﬁe follpwing day the cdmpany moved:at_O?BD and at noon received .

the word ﬁhqt the ramainder af the 29th Ragiment had_baen landed and movad

up to the Love plus four 1ines,,and that the First Battalion would rejoin
ithem on_fhe affermoon of 5 April.

o Thus Fhe drive_up_IshikaWQ Iethmus cont inued with the 22nd Regiment
on thé_left'followed by the 2%h, and the 4th on th right of the Division
sootor,. (34) . )

By 1700 on 5 April the advﬁnpe had-reachedﬂa lire oxtending from
kt;;tabaru on the west ccaét of the Peninsula, t°H§££ on the_east.(S?)

A defensive position was estmblished and again the troops dug in. Gompany
"B" was locatod woll sn the ripht of tho regimental sector, high up in the
rough terrain, Again_ﬁn this night, the machinslgun.platoon suffored canm~
ualtios, as wall as the remainder ﬁf_the depaﬁyj(SB)

Praceoded by the oxploeion of hand gremades and the fires of 'small
arms; an atteck mﬁde by a small_band of Japs, was repelled. No machine”gpﬁ fires
ware lgiﬁ down bscgusé af the clear thinking of thé gunnsre in osﬁimating
the silze of the attacking force. However, several hand-tm-hund fights were
reported the following-day a: well as ong in which the méchinp gun platoon
leader becémﬂ engared. Tho attack ceme at approximetely midnight, all hands
being alerted by the_listaning posts throwing their grenades. It“was on
the right flank of tho company arsa, the énemy being about twenty in streuth.

The first knowledgs the m&chine gun plat-on leuder ha@ that thore
woere actually enemy forces near his foxhole was when a.Jap smelling like

o . L

they do, leaped imte the foxhole, He had a knlfe in hie hand, but was small

(36) A=1, p. 55; (3%B) Map "C "3 (38) A-5
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‘whioch was indicated by hies weight as he closed with the platoon lsader. As
had heen his hablt, all during training and since bhelng in this operaﬁinn
the platoon leader had Efuck his huWting knife,:usually strapped to his
right log, in the bank on the sida of his foxhnle, within easy reach. He
quickly had it in his hand and prepared for the woret. The fight did not
last long, ®ince the platoon leader outweighed the enemy'nearly thirty pounds
and ended by the platoon leader slitting the enemy's throat. Hetthen rolled
the brdy out of the hole and waited for further ntinck. None came, 80 ho crept
out of the foxhnle, and crawled toward the n oarest gun positi:n to lend
assistance. By the time he hid idumbified himself, tho action had ceased
and the enemy dispatched. Nothing could be dons for the wounded on thai night
because of the intense darkness. The follewing morning it was disgovered
that Corporal Greenatein_had‘received ﬁ sgber cut on the forhead which wus
superficiul, P?ivate Charles W. Smith had his right ear badly chewed in
clore fighting, and sévefal men, inqluding the maqhine gun platooh 1eader
nesded new articles .of c¢lothing, which had been ripsed and cut, by the
JapB «

The enemy were mowrted at ten dead ﬁnd three so badly wnunded that
they died early the foliowing morning., Three men in the first rifle pla-
toon were killsd and two others wounded. No.othér casualtios weron report-
sd for the Company. New clothing was issued, end the Company prepared to
move oulb at 0830 on & April. _ _

ThD'Fith Bttalion had beeh_reléeved of ‘the inland responsib&lity,
and was pul i@ fegimental reseryet Prpg?esﬂ was muoh easier, throughout
ths emtire seotor, as the Regiment moved up th; nu:th-south roadway, on.the
west coast of the Isthmus, reaching the smill hamlet of Chuda on the evening

of the 6th. Since the 22nd Regiment had procesded the 29th and clemned

. ot . V.
out all resietance enroute, it wasAnecossary to seot up defensive positions,
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but a night watch was set in emch oomp&gy’s area as a securitynmeasure._
On 8 April The 29th Regiment was cnmmitted to the task of eloanihg
s gy
aut Motobu Ponins ular. Tt was nn 1onger in Diyision resorve, aqut had
beon from its landing on Love plus ono until 8 April; The 22nd sontinued
up the northern end of_the isl_nd, to wipe out enemy resistance in thut
arou, and the 4th was hold in reserve to agsist where ever needed.(39)
- Motobu Poninsula is approximately ten milaes long and eight miles wide
at 1ts widest poiwbt. Tt axtends at right angles from the main islund in
a north~wasterly direcfinn. The-highast poimt on the peninsula,Mount
'Iaetake, extends upward, amidst.a large hill mass to the altitude of
nearly fifteen hundred feet, ani is Located in the south central ﬁnr-
tion of Motobu.(40) Tho averwe of approach to this shrong point was up'
deep ravires, until nearly to the erest of this highest pnimt. Since the
enemy had the entire area set ﬁp in defensive perimeter of Mountg Yaetake, &
£hey_were virtually looking dawn_thefthroqts of the attacking forces

until the mourtain was captured on 18 April.(41)

THE ATTAGK ON MOTORU

-

On April 9th.l945 the attack up Motebu Feninsula was Btartgd The \
First Battallon, 29th Regimewnt, wes to proceed up the Nago Itomo, Toguchi(EAﬁfi))
road cleaning out all enemy contacted in their zome of action, The Second -
Battalion was ordered to proceed directly north, and to oapture and neut?a—
lize the small town of HEEEE’ which was a midget submarine base. The Third
Bttalion Waé ordered to proceed aiong the roadway on the southern edge of
the Peninsuigr. They wera to neutralize and pase through thoe emall towns
of Sugaf;.Sakimotobu;'Hamasaki and to hold up at ioguqhi. This action would

I
give our forces the southern half of the Peninsula, and an avenuo of comm=

_unlcatlnn and BuPP1Y(4?)

(39) A=4, D e; (40| Way "gj A- 1, ps 593 A=3 D 372, A=2, P+ 3903
(41) A=2, p. 3%, A~3, D+ 373. (42) A-2, P. 391, A-1, D.6L.
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The first few hours -f the drive were unevemtful for the Firet Batbalion
Company "B“_leading”with elements_cf Able CQmpgpyuon phe flankq,_an@'Cha"rlie
Company in reserve moved out along the road, The machine gqn platoon was
held intaot, with the mortars, behind“company Headquarters . Kight gune wers
carried, because of the expestdd march.(43).

As progregs wgshﬁadp,.1t:was"quiteLnuticqable:thatl@he terraln was rising
rapidly above that ih the vielnity of the L plus 8 line, The roadway was
lﬁnhmpro?edﬁand flanked on either side by high_hilla,.It had mary curvss. and
1t was ﬁbted that it mpved generally up a na tural sorridor. At 1200 a halt
was called o eat the noon-day meal, and at 1300 the march was oontinued.

Shortly after 1400 the First riflg platoap of comapuy upn reported that.if
there were enemy troops in a small canyon which was at right angles and gsouth
of the réad. Word of this was sent to Battalion. A halt was onlled, and
the First Platoon, with a section of machine guns moved out to imtercept
the enemy . | | o

‘This f@rce turned out to bhe five Japs and they were quickly killed,
axoept for two'who_eecaped up intp.the mountdins._No“uthsrhregistange_wgg
met that day and the march epdedljust.befo;g the town of Tt omd wgs‘reached;

A defensive_position was'sat up, on the_availgble high éround. No
outguards were established, and no patrols were semt out. No one knew exaet-
1y where the owmemy was concentrated, but it was suspected that he occupied
the highest ground.

This proved true, when at 1700, considerable machlne gun and some mortar
gun fire was received by Company "B" in their bivoume area., The fire con-
tinued until 1800. All hands were in foxholes, but several casuelties wers
suffered. The Battalion cnmmﬁndpr then, established outguards, which were
statloned at the obvlous avenues of approach and on the high ground to the

rightand left.
(43 ) A8
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After the abtack it was necessary for the machine gun platoon leader
(RS Lae B . . .
to shift the gun positions eo as to adequately cover the terrain.to the frow
and flanks as well as two obvious avenues of approach which worc trails
coming imto the position from the ground on the north.
Later that night, three onemy, apparently out on patrol, wero killed by

" machine gun fire as they were coming down oms of the trails, The fire of the

guns immediately brought down ancther hail of enemy fire. Tﬁi%'iesésﬁwaE

quickly taken to heart and until a “Banzai attack later on, was not violated.

Rain began to fall at abowt 0330 on tho 10th and by 0700 all hands
wore thoroughly socked, celd and guite ﬁisorabie. Small, wel}‘obscurad
fires were permitted for heating coffee and K rations which had been issued
_ the previﬁua night, Vieibllity was pnor; and the men expected to remain in
- podition all day. However the order to pfapara t0 move oul was recoived at
0800 an& by 0830 the troops wers on the mo%e;

With Raker company in tho leud, closoly followed by Aﬁle_compauy
Battalion Headqu.rters and Ghﬁrlie company, tho m rch was continuede The
dirt road was ndﬂ s muddy, Blippery, near river. Many times men fell and
" were helped by buddies tQ regain footing. Progress wag oxbremely slow
tho remainder of the mofning. At 130C the enemy strucks

The leading elemonts of Baker company had just travarseq an opon field
which had o small stream running through it. A cement bridge, crude in

structure spared the water. Just as the First rifle platoon had orosged

this bridge haavy mqrtar and machine gun fire was rained on them, sesmingly
only from the front.(44) |

| Ail hande took cover, wherever it was availuble.'WOrd s seﬁt to Able
Company Gommander te procoed to the right and uttpmpt en encircloment of.
the Qnemy'g?éiunk.By passing to the right of Baker company, thoy pro-
coeded toward a small valloy to “he right of the road. As they roeached

(44) A"'l,_ P 62|
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tho goneral bhaze of their hillzit was noted thqﬁ_an inereuse of mortar fire
wgs_deliﬁered by ﬁhe”énamy forces. Soon after thia,.a_runhér from Able
company came sloughing his way to the company commander nf Baker company with
the request that the machine guns ofBaker compuny be moved up to the left
flavk and fire on enemy positions. Thig\actioﬁ was started with the machine .
gun platoon 1eﬂdar,ulogding the platoon._chaune_pf‘thejfire recaived:mpygmgnt
was made ﬁp the small ereek, in knee deep Loy weter. Just ae a bend in the
- ereek was reached heavy mortar fire fell right across the line of march.
It seemed ta cover the entire area to ffont.“Halting his platoop ?.ttnv
machine gun platoon ;gader sent B runner back to reprort the sifuation to
ths Company Commanderse

Prior to the arrival éf the runner. at Company headqua:sters, another
runner arrived wiﬁh thenm§59gge_that:all troops_werg.tg pull b&gk put'of
this area and prodeed back to the.biv@ugq area of the pfeyious_night,;

This order proved to be difficult to carry_out..The mortar barrgges
and ooncentrations became heavier, Nambu machine guns, and automatlc rifles
of E,Bgé? calitre had now entersd the firing plan of the Japs.(45)

The retreat was started and the units moved back down the recad. As
they reached the ewbrance to ths_valley gn_incraase_in snemy machiﬁe guh
fire was recéived from south of the ra d. Leading elements wsre pinned

\

down. hbkes o husty eﬂ$1mate of the 51tuation‘

Thé machine gun platoon leadef of Baker company , got up one gun on the
noear side of the fields of fire of the snémy'guns, He was acked whether
or not he could bring overhead fire to bear on suspeoted enemy pogltisne,
wp the ravine, whiqh were holding up our movement._By going up oh to the
side'of the mountain on ths_laft, cireling around and then back to the
road, the machlne gun platoon leader was able to amplace two guns in such

AW
positlons that they provided overhead fire forAretreating trcope.

(45) A-1, p. 62, A-B. - ' o
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Under +hese pratectiﬁe fires, “ﬂ"_aﬁdl"B" Gompanies and Battalion
Headquarters were able to continue down the road, to return té%ﬁfﬁdﬁad
& | Brea. It was not until the following day that #it wae discOVQred that
gﬁgaka one platoon of Able GOmpany;iﬁzaigbﬁe into the hills fo the south,#ﬁcame

"‘E}L t seperated from the Battalion, and did not get hack until 0330 on the morning

i
‘%of 11 april,

Several capualties were sustained in the Battalion, but no machine -
gunnars worae hurt,. Many weapoms woro ldat,_including ons 81 mortar. It
wag a dishevelsd outfit that reached the bivouao arca that ovening.

‘:Reorganizqtion wae conducjed ﬁnd the auprly officer furnished the
roquired weapons ¢ |

A patrol was sant out the next morning to regain the 81 mortar.
This was accomplished and no enemy fire was received.

From 11~14 April, the Battalion remained in the gemeral vicinity

{ruae i22 _ '

of the L plus 10 line, Time was spenﬁ making patrols in a cireunference
of & thousand yarde around this arsa. Company "B", at this time, was
bivouaced on Lop of a hiil some elght hundred yarde from Battalion, having
reached it by a series of deily movemants . Severﬁl patrols,-with'attached
m;chine gun sections were sent out. Few anemy were contacted, but the

congolidated reports of these patrols eset the enemys! position ae on a

high hill mass in the south known as Mount Yaetake.

THE _ASSAULC _ON MQUNT YARTAKE
During_this patr§1ling pericd, fire was raceived duily, from the enemy,
at about OGOQ and 1730, The men came o oxpoct 1t and were thoroughly en-
trenchod-during_thase hours. Every offort was made to keep in defiladed
arsas ~n the north_side of every small hill or rise iﬁ the gfound, evan

thoupn it seaﬁed that oftentimes firo was recelved from the north,
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| On 14.Aprillwe_received-word that an attack on Mount Yaetake would
begin. The Becond Battalion'had.joined the First, and were to assist in
the essault. Informatian was received that thé_Fourth Regimont had
procesded to an area batween the towns of Sekimotobu amnd Toguehl, and

. R
ADpInNT Tonos | o # Vi
with the Third Eattallon, 29th Regiment were to assault from the south, (46)

WB learned too, that Golonsl Whallng had reldived Colonel Blemsdale as the
29th Reglimental Ggmmander.

By noon, on 14 Aprillthe attack was under way, cﬂmpanies "A" and. "B"
WoTo attacking up adjacant.corridnré,_along trails out by the Japs. Flank
patrols wore out and the ridge hetwoeen the u nits wap adoguately covered.
ugn Gomapny was Battalion ressrve.

The 80 m1111me+er mortara wore sat up to deliver long rangs firos oﬁ
the hill masges to the.front. We leurned that there:wpqld he air support
on call, and that the 105 and 155 Divisioﬁ Artillery guns would deliver
concemtrations, on call from the Battallon Commander.(47)

Due to the pracipitqusngss of the ridges on slther side of the routo.
of advanogymovement was very slow. The machlne guns were to be hgldlintaot
and used only for the defensgjdue to th; limited rungés, and lack.of fields
 of fire;_ ' |

From 14 to 17 Aprﬁl.the_advance sontinueds Each night a defense was get
up and the highest terrain availabls wus utilized, Sporadic enemy fire was
receivad_constgntly throughout this period, becoming heavier in the svenings
and early morning, hours. At frequent intervals anemy parsnnnel wers observod
1£¥%€£}?)aomparat1vely treelass, arca to the front . It wag at these long
range, ofton appearing, targats that maghine gun flro was frequently dir~- .
ected. Gasualtiesfhn the enemy,: were infl:ctad d&ll}, as_evldenced by observa-
tion through binoculars during flrlng perlods,gnd also by bhe unburied
enamy.deadjggéléégﬁéﬁiiii;QSH was overrun by our forcee.

(46) A=1, p. 633 A-4, pu63 (47) A-B.
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Our own forces wore not immune to enemy fire, as was. indicated by the fact
that the mchine gun platoen had heen depleted from fifty six to thirty

ot

two, during the perird 1-17 April. _ S |
,/‘bn moft& transport, daily

Due to the inaccessibility of the terrain,
treks had to be made back to the fhttalion supply dump, to obtain food and
ammpni#ion. This prooeedure was oarried on, until 16 April, whon an air
droﬁ of food water and emmunition wus made. All of the parachutes were re-
covered, évén thoﬁgh the epemy_ﬁhose that numwr& to open fire. However,
following the drop,Marine fighter pilote and medium qubérq,”oame in.

They siraffed and bombed the enemy positione gnd s;vqral Napalm bOmbS._
wore dropped, which not only sent the enemy into their holes , but screened
the mourtaln from obse:vdtion for hours., Tﬁase aircraft also rpleused'muny
rockets at_the.prepared caves which could be seen all bver”Mount Yaetake.

The caves had beon in evidence for days, as bincoulars had been used
to direct bbth mortars and long range machine gun fire, at the enemy strong-
hdld’ S _ o _ ; _ ‘L

On lB April,1945 having saoured'ths afea leading up toXégaitha.hill mass

Fo

Just south cast of Mounmt Yeetake, the Battalion Gonunander prepared (o @867
N 4 At
(ord1nate)an aill.l l;utlﬂa'i;'[':in,czllcv.j\:ri%\’rf)l;rl’ifs‘( of the 4th Regiment on the south and
west, and the Second Ehttgl;on on the north. o
Tha'attagk was lanncﬁad at 0830, following a heavy artillery barrage

and then an air strike. Company's "a" And "BY were abreast, -as usual, and
C ampany "Gﬁ_in reserve firing ovorhead machine gun and 60 mortar fire. The
machine guns of Company "B" left on the hill maes south eact of Mount
Iqetake wsrg_on the_flanks of Gompany "B" and had the mission_nf firing
overhead covering fire for the;advancing troops. Their fire was coordinated
with thet of "A" Companys ' machine guné, firing a similiar mission. If éll
wont woll, the two machine5gun units wera to displace forward as their fire
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was mashed by the adyancing trﬁopg.' o _

By 0845 the vg11ey between the two hill masses had been reached by
#hg_riflo platoons. It was at thie timalfhat_thg e venmy opened up with overy-
thing'they'had. The maghina”gun_platoqn leader gave the;qommand.to open .
fire, and a few minutes later there was a blinding flash,. e loud roar and
the machine gun platoon leader fell wounded, on the head neck and oﬁ'othar
parte of the upper bodys The blow.on the-head; by flyiﬁg fragments of an
exploding mortar shell, knocked. him unconsgippe, Some hours later, he re-

galred coneciousness in the Batialion aid ocemter and was afterward evacuated

to the Divisisn hospital located at Nagos

ANALYSTS AND CRITIGISM
In Eumming up these nparatiops pf the small unit working in conjunption
with lerger unite, I am fimmly convinced that ware are a series of emall JWJLHL%
unit victories combined,’ evertually tpgetﬁéf})to_make the overall vietery
_pbmpleta._Each_individual 18 held respong%ble_forifighting_hia:bgst and main-
tainihg every 1nch of ground he stands on, Eveh'though a unit mey be foreced
to w1thdraw, this can be aooompliahed with the thought that the ground will

be reoovered tomorrow, It was. ‘never observed that there was any emeessive

P
L

waste of_life_@urlng this perlod, other:thah the average incurred apdhsuffargj
ed in all wars. No particularly outstanﬁing_aohiavements were goodﬁpliahed
sther thén the fact that against the terrifio odds of the ememy comtirually
qccupyinglhighar ground, the-gﬁit; mede rapld progress, I noted, throughout
this_peripd, that all men maimtained the fire disoipline which had been taught
. ip ﬁraining,_e;cept inﬂa féw iqqlated_pﬁaas, Our supplies fpllpweq ue oioﬁely
evqn_ﬁd.thé airedrop in the high ground, and we were never without small arme
ammunitione

By way of orttiqism, 1t was noted that. there hgd_been imsufficient. train-

ing in retrograde movoments. It 18 certainly with distaste, that the Marine
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views this angle of combat tactles., but such situations as that coni‘ronting
the Firet Battallon Gommander, will sontinually arise. To be pvepared for
these comt ingenoies is to be able to fight the next day. .

I also notioced, _L:}__zat_, durirg this pergod, there wae a minimum of hig_ht
patrolling carried out, This, I believe, was a. mietake in that the enemy's
positions oould have been located prior to deylight movemert and.thus pre=
elude the_ppﬁsibility of exceesive losses .. Sinoce 1t had sarlier been deter=
mined that the bulk of the enemy foroes wers concentreted 1in the hill masses,
it was ovidemt that he might send out some observation patrols to keep comtact
with our forces, Had we sent out counter ﬁa.tro_ls y the defeat of the enemy may
have re_sultéd soonor and with less lose of 1ife ’ipc_urred_.

There was ':ll.nsuffiq'ien't j.nfor_ma.tion ae td _the__ te_rrain.available for gene_r«f\l
dieseminetion to the troope. Perhaps it was unobtainable, but the terrain on
Ckinawe was 80 much differemt from that of the}tra:l_.ning area, Guadaloanal, that
much _o:_i' t‘:_'_x_e t_ra_ining was m_raé ':}:ed. A _better_ _sei_eot_:l.cn woul_d have _bgen_tha __I_sland
of Uahu, in ths _Hs._wai_ia.ﬁ group, whose terrain features are gragtly similiar

" to that of Okinawa.
| I.ESSONS ‘

Some of the lessons learned, by me, in this operatlon are listed belows
‘5 l. A t:l.gh-l:, _J.ndividual unit, per:unater defe'nse, tied in with a series
félof other si.r;fl:lar defenses of adjacert un:l:tn, 18 'l'.he ,only practicable type
§Wh1ch cAn be. emploxed in. rough Tuggedy. mounta:.nous terraln. .

2+ Machine gung, when employad in th:.s type of terrain, can beat be

RS AT

| _used to fire long-range, overhead flre, and to interdlct poss:.hla avehues of

_ a.pproach to the uni'b arens

iy AFEC

3.__ I-b 1s essemtial that patrols, especially night patrols, be employed
when ffl_.ght__:’._n_g__in mountainous terrain.

4, Unless the enemy launches an attack, it '!bé‘st not to| fire machine guns |




w | Y
at night, bacauae of the faot that the flunks of our omm posltlona are thus
AL . .
dlsclosad. : S o _ o ‘ .

_ 5 After observiug the enemy g movemerte 1% was brought forclbly homs, b

e R
T - that the safest pluce fﬂr troops to move is not an the skyllne, but the slopess
of the hr_;i—l-;‘.“h |
_ 5. It was loarned that any plan.must be flexible, this was shown by the
rapid adv;;;;hzgwgiiwgnlts on Ln;a-Day, whi;%';ééﬂit$§”{h the early release of
J the 29th Regiment from Corps reserve.
Lg{i’ '_ Te It was 1earred that an aocurata estlmata of the aitudtion is invaluable
X it e e ] o
;“;ﬁﬂj_ to the Commander, and without this ability hlS troops will suffer..TWH o
¥ | PR :
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