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‘lLE GERMAN ARDENNES COUNTEROFFEJ!!%E
16 DECEMBER 1944-2 JANUARY 1946

INTRODUCT ION

On 6 June 1944 the Allied Armiss under the oommand of Gemeral
Dwight D+ Elsenhower oame over the beaches of Normandy, embarked
upon the lnvaslon of the ocontlnent to bring to & successful oon-
‘olusion the war 1ln Europe by destructlion of the German fleld foroes
in the west.

Seven weeks later they hed captured the port of Cherbourg,
oleared the Cotentin peninsula of ensmy forces and were dispoaéd
generally é.oroas the bage of the peninsula, a. digtanoce of approx-
imately 60 miles. |

Bresking out of the narrow confines of the Cotentin, they
swept eestward and northward through Frence and Belgium, olosely
pursuing the defeated German Armies. By 12 8eptember 1944 thoy were
disposed generally along the Maginot line in the south end the Weat
Wall in the north, extended from Switzerland to the North Seae

Déeming'it edvisaeble to continue carrylng the war to the en-
omy in gplte of shortages of men and supplies, the Allles had By a
series of offensives sucoeeded in olosing up to the German frontier,
and had penetreted the West Wall 1n ‘two areas, near Aschen on the.
norfh and the 8aar in the south.

- The Germans were fighting on three fronts: the Eastern, or
Rusglan, the Southern, or Italian and the Western Front. Jeverely
defeated in France the preceeding summer, losing ground steadily on
the Russian and Itallen fronts, they were hard pressed to meet the
demands upon thelr manpower and suppliess Thelr total defeat seemed
imminent, . _
| Suddenly, on 18 December 1844 four Gorman Armies emsrged from
the shelter of the West Wall to launch an offensive whioh was to cauge
the First U. 8. Army to reel ﬁaek in confueion and disorder; and to
force the Allles to conoentrate the major elements of three addltlonal
armies to 1imit the penetratlon end restore the llnes,
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The events oP'the preoeeding summer had foroe!mon the Allied
High Command certein deolsions, whioh in the process of executlion,
set the atage aoross which the onoe mlighty Nazi war machline was to
. launch ite lest graat offensive 1ln World War II, It ls neosssary,
therefore, in order to properly present the baokground, to review
to some'extent, those eventa. It 1s nlso of value to examine the
Gorman plane and preparationes which enabled them to regeln for.a
ghort perlod, the initlative they lost when the Allies inwaded the

oontinent. (See Mep A)

ALLIED SITUATION

By mid-September 1944 the Allied'drive through Northern France
had come to a halt as the tanka, out of gasoline, sputtsred to.a
stop agelnst the German West Walle The enormity of the suoccess
had caught the Allled High Command unﬁrepared for full sxploita~
tlon. Supply lines had been extendsd to a point where proper sup-
ply of front line unite was impossibles Cherbourg was the only major
port avallable to ths Allies and extensive damage to the docking
faoilities and gklllful use of the acoustlo mine by the Germans pro-
oluded 1ts fullest uses The bulk of the supplies was still being
. brought_d*er the beaches of Normandy. Omoe ashore the diffioultles
of trensporting them 376 miles to the frontline divisions were
enormous. Added to the German destruction of rail equipment end
highway bridges was that inflioted by the Allied Air Foroe in its
.strategy of battlefleld isoletion. In the face of these diffioul-
tles SCHALF must, to suocessfully prosscute the war, supply lta
armies during reorganization and ascumlate suffioient supplies and
materisl to support future offensivea. (1)

The Allled HAigh Command vms feoed elso with the deocision of
how best to penetrete the heart of Germany end bring to a sucoess-
ful oonoluslon the invaslon of the continent. Twe posaible routes
of advence were offered, and as usual in suoh oases two schools of

thought exlsted se to the best approachs Field Marshall Montgomery,

(1) & p-37,38
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the ocommander ofg) 2lst (Bre.) Army Group, supporﬂgi by other ele~
monts of the British High Command and British publie opinion urged
the utilization of the approach offeréd by the North German pleins
as the shortest end most loglcal route sinoe 1ts terrain favored the
taotlonl use of armore. On the other hand, General COmar Bradley,
‘éommﬁndar of the 12th Army Group (U. S8.) ably supported by General
Patton, commmnder of the Third U. 8. Army favored the adventages
offered by the Frankfort Qap. In ae muoh as the northern route
would be largely a British effort and the Frenkfort Gap would bé
largely Us. 8. much pressure was brought to bear upon the Supreme
Oormander by both protagéniste. Generel Eisenhowsr arrived at a
deoclsion which included both proposele. He would olose up to the
Rhine with all armies and endeavor to destroy the bulk of the Ger-
man foroes west of the Rhine. There he would halt, regroup, end re-
supply and prooeed to invade the heart of Germany by the northern
route. {2) .

Whether or not the deolsion wes wlse will be a matter of de-
bate for decades. It did, however, present many difficultles. In
order to put the declsion into effeot 1t was neoeasary to carry on
offensivee along & large part of a 625 mlle front. Adequate de=
fenses had to be established over the remainder. B8Suppllee must be
gooumuléted to support the offenslves. Reinforcements must be pro-
vided to maintein the strength of the front line divielons. New
divisions muat be brought over from the United States 1ln order to
man edequately the long tortuous 626 mile front now held by the
Allies. |

Accordingly, SCHAEF ordered the Commander of the 2let Army
Group to olear the Scheldt estuary of German foroes to make the port
of Antwerp, one of the largeet porte in Europe, avaellable to the
Allles. Here e mass of highways and railroads branched out to the

east, north and south providing adequate meane of transportation

(2) A pad-44F p-62
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onoe the supplies were ashore. By 3 November Fleld Marshall Mont~
gomery had oleared the area and by'the latter part of November the
port was in full operation. (3)

The reinforoement problem was not so easily solved, however.
The demands upon manpower as the Allled units were disposed along the
Woest Wall were snormous. Prior to' the breakthrough at 8t. Lo the
line of defense extended from Lessay on the west ocoast of the o
tontin peninsula, in Normandy, roughly eastward through'sfo.Lb and
_ann thence to the English Channel. The seotor ocooupled by thé First
Ue S. Army wes approximately 40 miles in length. Its sector on 16 Deo~
eaqtfof Luxembourg-to Grosbeock on the Meouse River north of Maag~
trioht, a distance of approximately 155 mlless The southern portion
of the seotor traversed the Ardennes Forest area generally elong the

‘German border. Eastward of this linp lay the Eilfel area, the ex~

{

*\ tension of the Ardennea topography into the Rhineland. In ages past
f‘ g mountain range “a8 & high as the present day Alpaf oenturies of eroe=
8lon had reduced 1t to an area of gently rolling to high pointed
- hills interspersed with narrow valleyss Numerous primary roads fol-
low the valleys, secondary roads are‘almogt nonexlstente It 18 lde-
ally suited to defense, It 1a poorly adapted to offemsive operations. (4)
The northern seotor of the First Army offered better opportunw
itles for offenses As a result of an offensive launched on 2 fotober
1944 Zgchen fell on the 2lst, Immediately plans were made for regroup-
ing&ggéupply for a further offenslve to gain the Roer River and Duren.
Onoe these objeotivaa were galned the approach across the plains to -
the Uologne-Bo:rm area -on the*ih(}},}i ‘waa over terraln favorabfl.gL to
ST
armore Limited offerisives were ocarried on prior to the’ offensive
.which opened on 16 Novembar. Gains were ot substant%gl, dus to bad

weather and the. stubborn defengse of the German troopse. Cagualtles

were oxtremely hoavys

(3) B p67 (4) C-8ituation Map #4; I Map #20
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It now.beoa:n.ppa.frent that a orosalng of tha.er River bolow
Duren was impraoticnl sinoe the dams on the upper reaches of the
Roer and on the Urft River, its tributary, remeined in German handa.
Bfforts to destroy them by air had falled. Should the First Army
effeot a orossing below these dams the Germans oould by flooding
the Roef.?allay isolate the troops on the east bank leaving them
to the meroy of the German Sixth Panzer Army laylng in wait for the
Roer oroasaing, on the plains in front of Oologne. (5)

Aocordingly, General Bradley directed that the dams be selzed
by an atteck northeastward from the vleinity of Monschau toward
Schmidt. This attack by the 99th, 2nd, 78th and 8th Infantry Di-

visions with COB of 9th Armored was launched on the morning of the

~

ey g

13 December 1944 and wag ocontinuing with slow progress when the Ger-
mn attack came on 16 December 1944. '

Through Qotober and November a total of 17 divisions were used
by the First and Ninth U, 8. Armles in the Aachen Seotors. Defense

wes stubborn end losses were heavy. Bettle mauled dlvislons were

‘withdrawn snd placed in the defensive positions in the Ardemmes to

relieve divisions for commitment in the Aamochen selient. (8)

Elaawhere-in the Allied front}in ordsr to carry ouf.the Su-

. premé Commander'a plané to olose to the Rhine,various offensives

waré.being lounched. The opsration to open ths pdrt of Antwerp
had been delayed to free troops for a comblned land and airborme
operﬁtion in en attempt'tb securs bridgeheads over'the lower Rhine
beyond the West Wall. Though seoverc losses were sustained, the
offqnsive foll short of ita objective and resulted only in seour=
ing bridgeheads over the Maps and Wasls It also served to bring
the British Seﬁond and Cenadian Firat Armies generally on a line
with the 12th Army Group to the south. (7)

South of the Ardenmnes the Third Ue 8+ Army had reduoced Metz and

byﬁaaéed its surrounding fortreases, which were reduoced by 13 Decem-

.'ber; end edvanced to the Samar Rivef and made contact with the West

(6) B p=60 € p-97 (6) B p-60 (7) A p-39 B p=66 -
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ngi ovar a 16 migarea. Thera it halted for regrouping and re=
supply and propared for em attack which was scheduled to Jump off
in 19 December. (8)

| On tho Third Army's right flank thoe 6th Army Group oomposed of
the Sevppth U. 8. aﬁd French First Armies/by e series of attacks
through the month of Novembsr,succeeded in gaining the upper reach-
o8 of the Rhine at Strasbourg.

Thess offensives encountered severe realstenoce and the ooet in
men and supplies was ﬁoavy. As the intensity of the fighting in-
eresged the manpower problem inoresaged to plague the Allled High
qumand. Britain, her humsn resources impoverished by five years
- of war, of whleh three years were a serlea of bitter defeats, had
long sinoe soraped the bottom of its manpower barrel. France had
yet to recuperate from four yeara of oocupation by the Germens.

The only remaining source was the United States. (8) -
| Early in Ootober Gemeral George'ﬂdrahall, U. 8. Chief of Staff,
visited the Allled Armles in the Western Front. He dilsoovered that
many divislons haed been in almoat oconstant combat since the Nore
mndy landing énd consequently ordered shipped immediately the regl~
ments of § of 11 infentry divisions still in training in the Statess

-pdmtted to & global war, the United States, while weslthy in man-
power resources was having difficulty meating the requirements of -
properly trained divisions and reinforcements necessary o the glob-
al effort. (8)

cﬁlculatsd risks are inherent in all militery operationse This
was no.exception. If offenslves were to be mounted sufficlent troops
muet be pfovided to mount. thems This then neoeasitated heavy oone-
centrations in certain vital afeas. 8§imve aveilable divisions were
insuffiolent to defend properly the entire Wbﬁtern Front , some sreas
mist then be thinly held.

The area chosen was the Ardennes. (It was an area well suited
to defense and poorly sulted to offense. No objeotives of impor-
(8) Ap-4 3 |

g . _ .



{9) A p-ts B p-82 (10) ¥ p-78

tanoe were looated in rear of the liﬁsa.within reasonable etriking
distance of the Germemna, True, the Germans had attmoked through the
reglon in 1914 and ﬁgain in 1940, but things were different then.

In both ingtances the German war machine wns at the height of 1ts
effiolency. But now 1t hed been badly dsfeated the preceeding

sumsr in Franoe. It was not likely to risk its slender resouroces

. in an area where the prospeut_of deoisive gain offered so little

hopes (9)

Meanwhile the Firat Army continued to use the Ardennes susotor
a8 a rost aree for its battle weary divisions, also to provlde new-
ly errived units further tréining in contaot with the enemy in 8
quiet seotor. (10)

On 13 Deoember 1944 the First Army was composed of three Corpst
the VII Corpa on the north, adjacent to the Ninth Ue. 8. Army, the
¥ Corps was In the center, while on the south over the Ardennes
aree wag VIII Corps oommanded by Major Qemerel Troy H. Middleton.
VIII Corps had‘came under First Army contrel on 22 Qotober 1944
when the Ninth U. 8, Army which had for a short perled opereted in
the southern part of the Ardennses following its release from the
Brittany peninsula, moved north adjecent to First Army's left flank.
Originelly composed of three infantry divlisions, the 4th, 8th and
83rd, there had been a oonstant ohange in its order_of battle aas
battle soarred divislons replaosd those in the line, while the re-
placed divisions went north to partake in the offensives belng mount-
iﬁ ths Aachen seotor. On 30 Sepﬁembegjégd Division replaoed the 4th

while the 4th moved northwerd to be badly mauled in the Hurtgen for-

"~ este On the 14 November the 28th Division after severe losses in

the fighting in the Hurtgen aree relieved the 8th Divigion in the

center of the VIII Corps seotor} while the 8th went ﬁorthward to per=

" tlolipate in the fighting southeast of Aschen. On 12 December the

4th Division was removed from the lins after heavy casualtiss and

replaced the 83rd Divislon on the sowth flank of the Corps sestors



The 83rd moved northward to take over the ares formsrly held by the

4th., On the north flank lay the 2nd Division. On 10 Decenber the.
106th Infantry Division relieved the 2nd while the second moved north-
ward_to_participate in the atteck on Schmidt. Thé l4th Cavelry Group
was attached to the 106th and placed on its left flank, It filled

e small gap in the line, aﬁd behﬁg'mobile ocould maintaln oontaot

with the attaoking 99th Division on its lefte (11)

The demand for additionsl divislions in the offensives in the

‘6_ Aschen area was so great that the 106th Divislon was brought over

from England ahead of schedula. Landing on the oonbtlnent early in
December it had been transported by trucks to its positions faoing
the West Wall in biltter freezing weathers Untried in battle, not

acolimated to the severity of en Ardennes winter it was 111 prepared

for the blow it was to receive less than a week later. (12).

In mid=October the 9th Armored Divislon wes aasignadlto VIil
Corps to provide a reserve for the defense. Its three combat com-
‘mands were spread over the 80 mile sectors On 12 Deocember Qonbat
Ooﬁmand Baker of the division moved northwerd to provide e reserve

and an exploltation force for the offenslve being leunohed toward the

~ Roer River dams on 13 December. On 10 December CCA had gone in to

the line on the 28th Division's right flank., (13)

The defense in the area consisted of a series of strong polnts
with great gaps in between them. Troopg'were spread too thin to
provide auffidient depth, Nor could the one combat oommand of the
9th Armored Division be consldered sufflolent reserve over so large
dﬁ area. Morsover, in a letter of instruotions issued by Firat
Army on 6 Deoember 1944 fIII Corps wus “to’continue 1ts previcus
mﬂhaion of conduoting agreasive.defense within the Corps Zone and

be prepared to advance;bn_ﬁgy;ggz on Army order". Offense was the

- keynote of the Allied polioy and defense was orgenized only to im-

plement that policy. (14)
Thus we find fhat in the area where the Nazi war machine was

“ (1) ¢ p-78,88,97 (12) F p~77 (13) G p-98 (14) G p-88 F p-79
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tp strike on the’oming of 16 December 1944 the glowing order of '

‘battles On the north, in the ¥ Corps seotor the 99th and 2nd Infen-

try Divisione attacking toward the Roer River dams. On the north
flank of the VIII Corps seator.filling e small gap lay the 14 Cev-
alry Group, attached to the 106th Infantry Division which wms re-
sponsible for the Corps' left flanks In the center was the 28th Infan-
try Division wlth CCA, 9th Armored Division, while on the south flank
the line was oocupled by the 4th Infantry Division. One oombat ocom= -
mand of the 9th Armered Difision provided the reserve., Three infan-
try divielons, one armored division, end a recomnaissance unit de-
fended e line of approximately BO miles in length. Qf the divisions
two wafe reouperating from recent gevere losses in the Hurtgen For-
ests The third'wué reocaiving its battle indootrination. The reserve
laoked battle experience. (15)

Thus the stage was set.

THE GERMAN PLANS AND PREPARATIONS

Bohind the West Wall during the oritioal fall months of 1944 tho
German High Command also had ite problems. B8everely defeated in Franoe
during tho preoseding summsr montha they had, however, salvaged more
then was then remllized by the Allled High Command. Filghting cores

of divieions and armise were in most instances reteined. The faot

thet the German Command avoided a major baittle after the Falalse Gap

indicates a planned withdrawal. The Seventh, Fifteenth and Fifth Pan-

zor Armieg by & series of oovering aotions sucoseded in reaching the
shelter of.the Wost Wall, the Pifteenth in the north facing the Brit-
igh, the Seventh barring the approach to 001ogne,.the'F1fth Panzer
further south joining with the Firgt and Nineteeuth Armies. (16)

| Trué, the Allied éursuit had moved too fast to permit the German
Armies to form on one of the many posaible defense lines ghort of
the West Wall. But.the Allied supply lines, stretohed almost to the

breaking point slowed the pmoe of the advanoing armies and provided

'the Gormans ruch needed tlims.

(16) 6 p-97 (16) @ p-51
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September aend Ootober were months of extrems aotivity in reorgan-
izption. Drastic measures were needed and drastic memsures were taken,
.-An Intensive comb-out of German menpower produced an estimated

230,000 men for the defenss of the West Wall. Of these 100,000 were
used to fofm fresh divlsions, the Volks Grenadiers, 50,000 were used
as replacemsnts in battle depleted divisions, 20,000 were formed into
GHQ Troops while 50;000 woere members of -fortress battellons wlth soms
provious training. Many were "eragtz“ infnntrynmqyair foroe and naval
personnel given a few days infantry training and assigned to oombat

units. (17) o

The fortress battalions, 70 in all proved & valusble asset.

. Teken over by the Headquarters of divisions bedly mauled in the fighte
Ing In Franoe they formed the corc of the West Wall defense during
the oritioal period. Remnents of the divisions were then sent to the
rear for reorganlgation and resupply. Fighting from the well pre-
pared positlons they were able to ﬁard off the Allled attaocks, thus
enabling the Germens to take their depleted Panger Dlvisions from
the line for reorgenization end refitting. (17)

By proolamatidn all sble Lodled malas from 16«80 years of age,
in the arca between the West Wall and the Rhine, were made availeble
to the army to work on.the fortifications, By the opening daya of
Ootober order had been brought out af the chaos in the Rhineland.
Faced at last with the defense of the sacred soil of thelr homeland
£he German paople had responded to Herr Hitler's cry "Defend to the
lest man and the last round". (17)

The problem of regaining the initietive lost with the Allled
lendings in Normandy'waa Herr Hitler's greatest oonoern. Severely
Injured by the bomb in the attempt on his 1life on 20 Juiy 1944 and
confined to his bed he devoted his time primarily to the military
eltuation. Obsessed with the ides of attackiHitlar,in early Sep-
tember informed Field Marshall Wilhelm Keitel, Chief of Wermecht
High Command and Colonel General Alfred Jodl, chief of the Armed
(27) © p-67 |
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Foroes Operation Btaff that the initiatife was to be regained.

8inoe the deolslon had been made to oouﬁterattaok, the problem
remained to select the area. Analyzing the sltuatlon on the various
fronts on which they were engaged, they arrived at the conoluslon
_ that.the Western Front offered the beat oéportunity for decisive
resultss The Allled supply problem had yet to be solved., Moreover
 the Allles were still weak in man power. Redlsposed elong the Woet
Well after the narrow confinos of the Norﬁandy perimeter, the lineﬁ
were thinly held. The Germans were well aware of this situation.
Alao.Hitler's oontempt for democracies led him to belleve that their
will to win was weak and that a severe defeat on the Westoern Front
might possibly foree them out of the ware (18)

It remained for Hitler himself to ssleot the Afdennaa seotor
for the attaok,. Lea.r.ﬁing; that ohly four U. So divisions defended the
area he directed Jodl to submit a detalled plen at the sarliest pos-
sible dates It was to be a thrust through the Ardenmes aorosa the
Mouse thence to Antwerp. The port with 1ts oommnioation lines to
the southeast tovré.rd Liege was to be aseized, thereby throttling the
British and U, 5; divisions in the northe (18) (19) C-Map opp p-l04
(8ee Map C)

In spite of the heavy Allied bombing raids the Germans had mir-
aoulously been able to inerease thelr productlion in tenks, arﬁillery
and ammmnition, chlefly by the expedlent of moving thelr vital planta‘
underground. Thelr greatest problem was fuel, but by reducing the
allowanoces to other fronts a suffloient quantity was acoumilated for
the mttacke They were weak in the alr, and though the Luftwaffe was
to oconcentrate all ite avallable planes to support the attack 1t
mst be so timed that the massing of the troops immediately prior
bo the attadk oould be done in weather unfavorable to alr reoonn-
sigsance. Also the first fow deys of the attack should have the bene-
fit of weathor unfavofable to the Allled Alr Foroce, ﬁhua denying
them the advantege of their air.superiority.- (18) -

(18) F p-4~45 inol.
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The wettest fall end winter in years proved of irmeasurable
asslstance to the Germans particularly in the North where the flood-
od valleys of the Roer, Waal and Rhine Rivers emabled them to defend
with fewer men than would have 'otherwise been possibles Thiaighébléd
them to withdrew divisionas for reorgenization end refit£ing, and also
to give thelr Volksgrenadier divislons battle indoctrination under
favorable conditions. (20)

The 8ixth Penzer Army was orgenlzed with remmants of panger divi-
sions withdrewn from the line, In mid-November it moved from its
position deep in Germany to the plains in front of Colognes There
it served & dual purpose, to counterattack should the Allies succeed
in oroseing the Roer River and furthsr, to donfusalhllied Intelligencs
as to fhé role for which it was ﬁrimarily intended, ocommittment in
the coming attmoks (21) |

' The Sixth Penger Army wes compogsed of two Penger Corps, the I
and II, with a total of 4 Panzer Divisions plus the 180 Penger Brigade
and olements of the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division and 2'infantry divi-
~ sionss The command wes given to Joseph "Sepp" Dietrioh, ranking
’;'feffe'n 89 Officer iﬁ-Gernmhy. A fanatio loyel Nazi, & fact to which
he owed his assignment, he laoked the training end experlemce to com~
mand an army. (21) (22) |

The.prepafation of the Fifth Penzer Army for its part In the
attack was more of a ﬁroblem. Moved northward in mid-Beptember ffom
positions faoing the Third U. 8. Army to the Aechen area 1t parti-
olpated in the defense of that olty. Withdrawing prior to its surren-
der, it became a screening forge covering the entiré area-inlfront_
of the Ruhr Industriel dlstriote Here began the refltting process,
but many of the divisions which were'intendod for inclusion in the
foroe were committed olsewhere, first east of Aachen, then in Holland
end agaln in the south, west of the Saar industriel area. (23)

During the latter part of November the Fifteenth Army moved
(20) A p-42 C p~68 (21) C p-83 (22) P p-20-23 (23) F p-26-26
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épnth to relleve thd Fifth Panzer which moved further south to Ko-
blenze Beth armies now entered the final weeks of preparation. {24)

-Burprlse ls an essentlal element in e suocessful ettadc. The
Germﬁhs took elaborate preceutlons to preserve seorecy. Originally
glven the oode name of "Wacht Am Rhein" 1n order to deceive Allled
Intelligence in to believing the projeoted attadc was defensive in
charaofer should it becoms known, 1t waes later changed to e code name
moré in oharacter "Herbstuebel® (Auturm Smoké). During the early
stages of planning only Heaedquarters Staff Offloers were awnre of ite
true naturs, Hltler's long.atanding mistrust of the hlgh ranking
Army officers was incroased by the attempt on his 1life by a olique
whioh included members of the 6enera1 Staff Corpss Even Fieid Marsh-
gll Von Rundstedt and Model, Commander in Chief of the West and Commands
er of Army Group “"B" respectively, Lere'unawaré_of the projected plans
until the latter part of Cotober. As it Deoame necessary thet subore
dinate officers be informed they were foroed to sign a pledge of
georooy under the penalty of beling shote Mention of the plans by
normal means of commmication was forbldden. Only officer courlers
were to be trusted with necessary mossages and plans.-'Even they
oould not fly west of the Rhine. (2E)

' Troép movements west of the Rhine in the build up wereé for-
bidden except at night. Dufing daylight houré all tanks, artillery
and bridging equipmmt were cavefully hidden. (25)

The tentative date for the attack was set as 26 November.- Late
in October Fisld Marshalls Von Rundstedt and Model were’ informed, glven
the plans of the operation end orderod to study them thoroughly and
submlt their views end commentse. (26)

Though worked out in minute dstnil the plan waes essentially
simﬁla. The Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies were to meke the thrust,
the Sixth on the north advencing .:ith its right flank generally fol-
lowing the line Elsenborn and Spa and to oross the Meuse River at
| Buy and other pointa betweeﬁ Huy end Lisge, thenoe to Antworpe
(24) 0 p 83-84 (26) F p-37,42,43 (26) F p-27
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The Fifth on the gouth was to advance with 1ts left flank gener-
Ially on the line Wiltz, Bgstogne, 8t Huﬁert, Celles and Dinant,
foroe.oroasings of the Maﬁae at Dinant and Namur and thence to Bfua-
sele and Louvains. On ths;north flank the LXVII CGorpa of the Fifw
teenth Army wag to enter the area of penstration on the right flank
of the Bixth Panzer Army then swing north to the northern slopes of
B the Elsenborn Ridge generally on the line Mutremioh,Vervlers, 8pa and
Liege and blook off the area of heavy oonocentration of Firat U. 8.
Army divisionss On the south #he $egenth Army was to perform the
seme funotion for the Fifth Paneer, forming on a line eﬁtending gon=-
 erally from.thternaoh, to Neufohateau to Givet on the Msuse, guard-
ing apgalnst Patton's divielons fﬁrther souths Infiltration partles
- were to selre Meuse River bridges in the violnity of Huye A para-
chute battalion was to be dropped in Fhe vicinity of Eupsn to blosk
the maln highwey south to Monsohau, fﬁ ag8lst the blooking foroe.
Onoco the Meuse was orossed the Fifteenth A:mw was to leunch an attack
toward Maagtrioht from the northeasts Diversiomary attaoks were
planned toward Antwerp from the north and ngailnst the Seventh U. 8.
end Pirst French Armisd in the south. {27)

After a study of the plana-RundBtadt and Model suggested that
the attack be a double envelopment, the southern thrust to strike in
the vloinlty of Monschau and aswing northward east of Lieges The
northern pincer would attack north and east of Macstrioht and drive
up the Meuse Rivers The two bincefa would Join and destroy the
First Army troops oonoentrated in the area for the drive on Cologne.
Should this not be approved, they then recommsnded that the attack
planned fbr the Pifteenth Army toward Meestricht be canceled and
the troops to be commltted there diverted to strengthen the Ardennes
thruste (28) |

" Hitler, backed by Keitel emd Jodl, refused to comsider the
ohangas réoamn@adsd;~: The poasible reward was much less then in the
original_ppopqsal. That the objéctivaa of the Ardemnes thrust might
(27) € 103-004 (28) F p-28,29
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be beyond the capabilities of the resources available did not ocour
.' :Eci;-[bhe ax~-oorporal of World War" I. The Ardenmes attaok would be oarw
ried”out 88 planned, with Antwerp as the objeotive. Hothing‘.éhort
of that would satisfy Herr Hitlor. (28) | |
Rundstedt, apparently feeling that the plan oould never succead,
_ :d_ivorced himself from further effort other then supply administra-
tion rel_a'ting to the attack. Model, however, whose oommand, Army
Group "B", would bear the responsibility emtered enthusiestioally
into the ple.nnil.ng. A well trained and oompetent field commander, he
was e.lao a ioyal Hitler supporter. General Dsr Panzer Truppen
Von Han’beﬁfel, whose Fifth Pangzer Aﬁny was to make the southern
thrust was not so eager. Reallzing that unless extreme good fortune
__wa's to favor the attack Antwerp wns hopslessly out of reach, he |
_aobofdingly made plans which were to také him only to the Msuse
Rivers He would meke further plans 1f the necesaity aroses. A com-
potent field commander and a mastor of armored taotios his eadvence
elements were to reach e péint four miles from the Meuase where the
river was visible in the distance. One ocan but speaulate on what
‘sucoess might heve been achleved wlth the resouroces provirl'ed for the
northern thrust had Monteufel's oompetence been prosent. (28)

A total of tweﬁty elght divisilons wore tentatively allotted.
The 8ixth Pa:ﬁzer, making the primary thrust was to receive the most
generduﬂ. allotments Four 88 Pengor diviaions pltis panger oleménts.
equal to-a £ifth division, end two infantry divisionsiwere subordi-
nated to the Sixth for the opening attack. Mamned 1n exoess of 1ts
table of orgenizetion, 100% equipped 1t was well prepared for the
Jump offe Manteufel's Fiftﬂ Panzer Army did not fare so well. €6 T4 E;
té 80% equippéd)his divieions were also understrengthe Initially his
army was oompoa.ad of three panzer divisions and three Volks Gren-
adier divisions. (29) ;

Attached to the Sixth Panzer Army was the 160 Panzer Brigades
Using Ue Se equipment, uniforms, weapons and insignia 1t wns to
(28) P p 28-29 (29} F p-12
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.paas through the advance elements once §t. Vith had been reached
and move swiftly toward the Msuse River selsing supply installetiona
on the way and oreating havoo with rear obnmmni_oations_. It vae then
to seize the Msuse River bridges. Enown by the code nams of "Grief"
though 1t accomplished nothing taotlcelly it was to have conside
erable peyohologlosl effeot on the Allied foroese Road blocks were
esteblished as far weet as Paris in an effort to blook parties whioh
‘were still in rear of the German leading unite. (29)

Bitler's Genorals were not yot ready on the tentative date of
26 Novembere. Fighting in the Roer River area had made it impossible
to withdraw gome of the ear marked divisions in time for refitting.
Hitler reluo'tlan-hly consented to postponement to 10 Danémber. When
~ that date arrived he again agreed to a postponement to the 15 Decem-
~ ber since weather forecasts predio-béd that the weather conditions
would be more favorable on that dates, (30) |

The Seventh Army, ocommanded by an artillery general, Brandene
| berger,was already in position holding that part of the linee The
Fifth end 8ixth Panzer Armies began closing in to assembly arees
in the wooded terrain behind the West Walle Extrems procautions
were taken to preserve seoredy. On the evening of the 16 December
they were moved to the final assembly aree.a. from which they would
Jump off on the next morninge (31) ‘

P§01ng the Weat Wall, the Amerioan troops were blissfully une
sware of the impending blowe U. 8 Army Intelligence had suoceed-
ed in gathering sufficlent evidence to support the assumption of an
impending attaoke The bulldup of the §ixth Panzer Army had been re=
ported and the movemsnt of the Fifth Panrer Army to Goblenz opposite
the Ardennes was Imown as was the southward shift of the Fifteenth
' m. _oﬁptur_ed- Germ.na reported that an attack was planned. Allied
air -_reoonm.iasa.n'qa reportad & troop bulldup in the Goblens aree
in Yovembere A Gormen woman reported to VIII Corps on 14 December

(.29) C p~104 (30) P p-42 (31) P p-46 (32) G p-84
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the presence of large quentities of brildging equipment:in the same
"area, & sure indication of offan.sive _plans, (32)

o While possessing sufficlent ini‘oma.‘b:l.on. the intarpretation of
its true meaning was in errore The use of the code name "Wacht Am
Rhoin" led the German Army persommel to belleve that the plans were
defensive in character and this belief wes transmitted to the Allled
I:_:‘Ltell:l.-genoe off:l.oera by the oa.ﬁtmred i TR 'I_n any event, while
they realized the possib'ility of an attaok they belieﬁd 1t would
osma in the Aachen seotor, seéking at most to recapture the olty as
a Christmas gift to Der Fuehrers The aree in which the attack was
made, and 1ts enormity came as a oomplete surpr:l.sa to the Allled

'mgh Command.e (32)

| THE ATTAGK

The Schnee Eifel ie a high, rugged and wooded ridge extending
in & northeasterly direotion from the wvicinity Bleialf to Orment, a
distance of, roughly, ten miless On the ridge lay two regiments of
fhe 106th D:I.v:l.a:l.ono The rama.ining regiment, the 424th lay Just %o
the aouth, while 1n the north the l4th Cavalry @roup held the 1ine
northward to maintein oontect with the attacking 99th Division.

Bither énd cf the Sohnee Bifel offers routes of approaoh to the
Amportant rail a.n& highway center of 8te. Vithe The north end offers
an approach to the Blesenborn Rldge, vital to the b.ttaokj.ng Germans,
to provide roads end mneuver space and as an anchor point upon _
" whioh to bulld the defense a;ai_z_i_at interference from the northe (34) .

At 0630 hours on the 16 Deocember the Germans opened with e heavy
a.r;b:l.llpry barrage all along the Ardemnea from the vibini-by of Mute
genich, morth of Honaoh.ﬁ.u in the V Oorps seotor to Bohternaoh naar
the south flank o.t_' the VIII Oorpss Direoted at first on front__li,pe
aleina:;ts_ after two hours it was shifted to rear area installationse.
- &t 0700 haure Manteufel's LXVI Corps with two :Lx':.fan'bry divislons, one
on. each end of the 8chnse Eifel started moving up through the Amer-
(32) 0 p=84 (23) 0 99+103 (34) O p 104-108
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loan 1iness At O730 the abback further north by Dietrioh's ISB
Panger Corps composed of the lgt and 12th §8 Panzer Divisions be-
gan the attack, the lst 83 Pancer Division toward Bullingen, the
12th toward Monschaue North of Monsohau the LIVII Gorps exsouted
a fronbal attack against the atiacking 2nd and 99th Difidions in
an abttempt to y.iz;_the northern slopes of Elsenborn Ridgee (34)

The 2nd and 99th U. S. Divielons, abtaoking toward the Roer

River were not prepared for defense. Bedly shaken they continued

to hold through the 16th and on the aftermoon of the 17th permitted
tholr 1ines to be bent back to the gouthern slopes of Blsenborn

Ridges Here they were to hold until the threat was eliminated,

‘ a.nd their 1_1;19 provided the base upon which the First Army was to
Bﬁild_ ita defense to contain the @Germans, and later te ocounter=-
ettacke (34). _

 The 14th Cavwalry Group had given way under pressure of the .
I 83 Panzer Corps and the ridge e:_rl;ehding from the ﬂohnaé Bifel to
the Elsenborn wes loste By the evening of 17 Deosmber 1944 a gap of

9 miles existede '.l'hrdﬁgh this gep __’che"lst 88 Panzer Division

poursd enroute to Bt_avalof.l (34)

The divisions encireling "th9 Bohnee-Bifel joined at Yohonberg

by mid-mo:?ning of 17 Deoember and were advancing on St. Vith. (36)

* General Middleton, realizing the threat to St. Vith on the 16th
had obtained release of CCB, 9th Armored Dlivlision from ¥V Qorps and
assigned to 1t the defense of that vital rail and highway oenter. (36)

Parther to the south in the 28th Infantry Division mone Man-
teufel's two Panzer Corps, the LVIII and XLVII, using both infentry
and tenks in the initial assault had driven the division baok three
miles. On the 17th the atback ocarried to the ridge west of the Our

River and out the mein north and south highwey weat of Marburge. (35)
. In the zome of the 4th Infantry Division on the VIII Gorps

‘south flank the Seventh German Army sﬁ;-uok 6a.r1y on the 16th. lLack-

| ing the mobility of the armies bn the north Brandenbarger could not

(34) © plo4-106 (35) C plo6-108
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move go fast. The 4th U. S. Divislen with GCA, Tth Armored Divi-
slon sucoseded in falling baock soross the Sauer River, facing horth.
Though subjeoted to heavy attaoks the line was maintelned and waa to
later formithe anohor upon which the Third U. 8« Army was to group its
foroes for the oounterattack, (36) |

When word oflthe attack reaohed Generals EBisenhower eand Bradley,
they were in oonference geeking a solution to the reinforoement prob-
lems While not yet oognigant of the strembth of the attack ﬁoth were
- fully aware of the wealmess of the defense in that area, @eneral
Elsenhowsr. suggested to Genéral Bradley that available armor be dis-
patohed to the scene, Oonsequently the 1l0th Armorod_ntvinion. wait-
ing to partiolpate iﬁ the offensive aoross the Saar Rivpf goheduled
to open on 19 December was moved northward to reinforos the 4th Ine
féntry Divisions The 7th Armored Division in Ninth U. S+ Army re-
sarve was released to VIII Corps and dispatohed to 8St. Vith, where
1t was to arrive on the afterncon of the 17th. (36)

The Germen pnrttroop:drop in thé vioinity of Bupen resulted in
total taotical fgilure. Sohaeduled for the early hours of 18 Dooambe;
bed weather forced postponement until 2400 hours thet day. Inex-
perlenced in night dropé the air foroe hoattersd the parechutists
over a large area. Only a few hundred met et the rendezvous and they
were ineffeotual. The promised support failed to arrive and the men
were rounded up by units of the Firét end Ninth U. 8. Armies. {37}

The psyohologioal effect was great, however. Allied troops in
large mumbers were diverted to huntihg reported parachutlsts, while
one oombat command of the 3rd Armoréd Division wae held in the vi~
oinity of Eupen in antisirborme defemse when it was urgently needed
in the fight against the armored elements used in the atteok.

| By the eveming of 17 Deocember two sﬂps had béen mn&e through
the Amorioan lines. The npprbadh over the rldge north of the Schnss
Bifel, nine miles in width was open end the 183 Panger Division was
moving throughs  The southern gap, in 28 Divieion sector wee 10 to
(35) 0 plo5-108 (B8)P p-62
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12 miles wide and mowving through it were moving three armored and
two infantry divislons. (38) |

The '.s’cren.gth of the attack had becoms more apparent by midday
~on 17 Deoembers. It was evident that a m;jbr problem in containment
faoced the Allied foroes. The only theatre reserve available to
SCHARF wers the two airborme divisions, the 82nd and 10lste In
trainiﬁg eroas near Rheims, France, recuperating fron; the Holland -
drop in September, they were being prepared for a mission in the pro=-
Jected Rhine orossinge. Refitting was incomplete. Meny of the offi-
oers and men were absent on leave or other duties. It was deaided
to commit them, however, and they were ordered to cloge in to assembly
areas in the violnity of Bastogne, Belgium, where a good road net
provided routes for movement to threatensd spots as the neocessity
arcses, (39)

The 82nd Airborne Division was dispatohed first. Enroute to Bas-
togne its destination was ohanged to Werbomont sinse lsading elements
of the 183 Panrzer Divisioﬁ mre. moving weetward along the Arbleve
River toward that town. The 101st Airborne Division, dispatohed
in the late afternoon of 18 December proceeded to Bastogne. (39)

On 18 December the penstrations were extendeds In the sone of
the 28th Infantry Division the Reserve Combat Oommend of the 7th
Armored ﬁiviaion whioh had been committed in en attempt to stem the
tide continmued withdrawing town‘d Bastogne. The 110th Regiment, in
thezone of the 28tk Infantry had been over run. The 112th Reglment
was withdreawing toward 8te Vith, as was the 424th Infantry Reglment
of the 108th Divlisions The gap now extended from the vieinity
of Ho:;sohau on the north to Eohternach on the south with the ex-
ception of the 422nd end 423rd Reglments of the 106th Division which
oontinued o hold out in the Schnee Bifel. (40)

B The 1lat Us Se Division, which began moving in to extend the
2-99th Division 1ine on Elsemborn Ridge, on 17 December, was in po-
sltion and repulsed a heavy attack on the 18 Decembers The 12 88
(38) P p-116 C p 111-112 (398) B p-63 F p 118-120 (40) © p~110
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Panrer Divislon ocntinued 1ts attack to open the gap into the ridge
and olear the way for the II 68 Panzer Corps which was walting in an
assembly area in the vioinity of Sohleiden. (41)

The 1 88 Panzer Divislon continued westwards Bypassing Mal-
medy the colummuoontinued on to Stavelots There it foroed a oroseing
over the Amblevs River and oontinued westward to Trois Ponts. Attempt-
ing to oroaa-fhe Salm River there, the leading elements were stopped
by a company of the 6lst Engineers Combat Bettalion, who blew the
bridges Laoking brldging equipmsnt, the oolum then turned north,

\ recrossing the Ambleve and headed up the valley on the north side of

\* ‘the rivers Findlng another bridge to the west across the Ambleve,
the column heeded west agaln toward Werbomont. Here again a oompany
of englneers, from the 291st Englneers Combat Bettalion delayed his

' _].éadin.g tanks and blew another bridgee Turning north again the columm
was heavily bo:ﬁbad by a flight of P-47'se It halted south of stlver
mont for the night. (42)

- The 30th Infantry Divislon was assigned to First Army on the 17th.

It began moving into position to extend the line west from Malmedy.

" The flight of P-47ts had reported the looatloen of the 1 88 Panzer
Division's leading elements and in order to blook thelr westward move-
.mpnt the 119th Regiment was dispetohed in a oireling movement to Wer= |
homont and stiwemont, (42) | |
| ~ The line on the north now extended from Butgenbach through Mal-
medy to Stavelot. A reorgenization of First Army now placed V Corps
facing south and southeast. VII Corps! boundary was shifted south
_to inolude Konzen and to exolude Bupen. V Oorps' east boundary ran
gemerally on a line from Malmedy to Verviers. (43) | |

Attaocks oontinued on the north flank on the 19the 12 88 Panrzer
Division moved westward end é.‘l:taoked to the north toward Malmedy.

This attack also fsilede The Gerx%s now begen reinforeing the as-
saultiné corps on the north flank, -&BJ 838 Mzar Division was ordered

(41) € p~107 8ituation Map #8 (42) C p 107-110 F p 141-14¢ (4 3) C p=108
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gouth around St. Vith which was still held by the 7th Armored eud
attaoched troopa. 9 88 Panzer Division end 15th Penser Grenadier

‘Divislons were dispatched westwerd to Join the 12 88 Panzer Divi-
sion on the assault on the north shoulders 2 Panger Division re=
inforoed the frontal attaock units facing Elsemborn Ridge. (43)

.‘!he pattern of the attaok now beocams olear. The oom:ﬁpd_er_of
the German paratroop unit, Lisutensnt Colonel Van Der Heyde, upon
surrender had dlsolosed the plans and oonfirmed the faot that
Antwerp was the objeotive, The oorﬂé:l.nning asseults on the north
shouider and £lanks were further evidence tmt the impstus of the
| attaok wae to the north. Accordingly, SCHAEF now aotede Third Army
- postponsd 1ts scheduled offensive and prepared to attack to the north
on a gensral direotion Bagtogne-Colognes The ';I.Ith Armored Division
newly arrived on the continent was ordered to the vieinity of Hheims
a8 Theatre reserve. The 17th Alrborme Division with several infan-
try divﬂ_._ai ons then in England wore ordered imredletely to the oontine
ent, (44) _

The 8ixth Army Group was to halt its offensiven and emxtend to
the left to hold the southern half of ?ﬁird Army's sectors The 2let
Army Group was to place 1ts reserve corps, the XXX, in the Brussels
area to meet any thrust across the Mouse. (4&4) _

Meanwhile the two German infantry divisions the 18th and 62nd,
plus the Puehrer Bscort Brigads were closing in on &te Vithe The
U. 8. 7th Armored Divislon had gone 1n to positlon north and east
of the town to a point in the St. V:l.-bh—'v:l.eisa.lm highwey near Petit
Thisr. An atteock to relieve the two surrounded regiment of the
108th in the Sohnee Eifel was halted by the westward pressure of the
@Gormans. OO0B, 9th Armored D:l.v:l.ﬁ:l.on extended the 1line south. 424th
and 112th Infentry Regiments were being foroed back toward 8t. Vith.
These two reglments by the 19th ewtended the,liné south and west to
.form the U-_-ahaped' defense arcund the olty. ({45)

(43) ¢ p-108 (44)' B p=63 (46) Situation Map #8
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By 19 Deoem‘b’i‘GR, 9th Armored Division had 'L.n foroed back
Yo Longvilly seven miles east of Bastogne. O0B, 10th Armored Divig'-
sion, dispatched to Bastogne on the 17th had ostablished road blooks
around the town. These two armored units blooked the German attaoks
giving the 101st Alrborne Division time to coneolidate its positions.
It had olosed in to Bastogne during 18-19 December. Origlnally sent
there to attack 1t was soon to be engulfed 111 the 'deifenae of the
olty. (46)

A small detachment of angineers and other 'troops wore atill
holding out in Wilte. Elements of the 110th Infantry Regiment,
28th Division were still holding out in isolated areas, posi‘l:ionﬁ.
unknown. (47) '

The south shoulder continued to heolds CCA, 10th Armored Di-
vision was counterattaecking in somjunotion wilth elemsmts of the 4th
Division. (47)

The 82nd Airborne Division had olosed in to an assembly arsa
in the vieinity of Werbsgenk during the night of 18-18 December.
.Going' into pﬁsitiona in line due south of Werbomont it hed moved
forward to the Ambleve~ Salm Rivers, extending south to Vielaalm.

In so doing their left flank along the Ambleve River, together with
two battalions of 119th Infantry, 30th Divieion on the east and south,
completed a ring around the leading slemsnts of the 1 88 Panser Di-
- vleion, . In the battle that followed the German tankers abandoned
_their vehioles and-filté;‘ed back to the east and rejolned the assault
unite. (48) B
~ fhe attack to gain Ste Vith, key 0 the routes leading west
gtill continued, Menteufel had hoped to ocoupy it on the 17th. He
had kept his penzer divislons mpﬂng‘;-weat through the existing gap
end kept his! infantry.aseeulting the tomn. Other than foroing slight
withdrawals in the U-sheped dofense the attacks had failed. H

now reinforo;ed his assault unitse Previously the Fuehrer Esocort
Brigade had ;been sent around to the north flank and arrived in

(46) © 1:-10&35é P p-178 G p=227 (47) € p-110 (48) C p~113
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. position on 20 December facing the 7th Armored Division on the north
flenk, On the 219’0' a ooofdim.ted a‘btﬁok wes made on the town and
the defendars wore driven back s short distance west of Ste Withe
Losses were heavy and in the foroced withdrawal many of the unite _
“hed lost oohosiqn. A defense line was has’cily egtablished , however,
and .the Germans, while gaining__lateml roads wé:?e 5till denled access
to the routes to the wests (49)

‘Meanwhils at 19 1330 December fII.I Corps passed to tha control
of Third U. 8. Army, the boundary re~established on the line Sthe
- Vithe@ivet. Further changes were forthecoming. At 20 1330 the en-
tire First and Ninth U. 8- Armies passed to the control of Z2lst
Army Groups The group boundary as lald down by Bohaef ran east-
ward from Givet to Prum then bent northward to Cologne. (50)

~ The aotlon was prompted -by's'evaral Influencing fa.ctoré, the ohief
being that the First end Third U. 8. Armies were out in two, a sixby
mile gap exleting between them at the base of the penetration.
Radic commmioation was unsertain due to the weather and battle oon-
ditionse The Germns were oertﬁiﬁ to out the telephone cables. Fur~
ther, the impe‘sua of the attaok was to. the northe The Ninth and Piret
Us 8o Armles and the Second British Army were all needed to provide |
adequate seourity for the vital objectives north of the Meuse Rivers
A commander was needed to coordinate the thres. ‘[I'ndér the oiroum-
stﬁoee Montgomery was the logical choice. ¥his sotion caused a
storm of protest. It is still being oritiocised. EHowever, the oriti~
olsm seems in most lnetances mather to be & defense of Gemeral Omar
~ H. Bradley, who commended 12th Army Groups. General Bradley needs no
defenss. (B0)
 Bastogne was now surrounded and the Germans were assaulting
the defenses of the 10lst Airborne Pivigion. 4n i.nq:orba;nt rail
and highﬁra.y oenter, 1t was becoming more vital to the success of the
at'l;a.ok. Though the oity oould be bypassed, and German Armor was
(49) ¢ p 112-113  (B60) B p-83 (B1) © p-114
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moying around 1t -bo.'hhe west 1t was a considerable h.mdioa.p_. (61)

Third U. 8. Army was now preparing to attgok to the north from
the vloilnity of Luwembourgs III Corps, wlth 80th-end 26th Infaentry
D:I.'d._sions and the 4th Armored Divislon was to attaok northward
asgtride the Arlon-Llege hlighway and relleve the 10lst Airborne and
‘attached troops in Bastognee XII Oorps, with the 4th end 6th In-
fentry Divisions plus COA, 101',h. Armored Divisions and CCR, 9th Armored
Division and the 2nd Oavalry Group was to oontinue to hold the west
benk of the Moselle River in 1ts sone and be propared to attaok to
the north on army orders Originelly seheduled for 21 December 1t
opened on the 22nd. VIIL Corps, now badly disorganiszed, with 10lst
Alrborne Division, remmants of the 28th Infantry Divisien, plus
CCR, 9th Armored and OCB, 10th Armored Divislon wes to continue tho
defeﬂ[rae of the sector east of the Mseuse Rlver, (52)

_ ;01: the north the I\'III Alrborne Qorps had becoms operative on
19 quember, assuming oon‘brol of the 30th, 84th, 106th, Infentry Di-
visl ln_s,'Ban Alrborne Division, 3rd Armored Diviasion less 0CA, Tth
Armoved Division, and the 112th Infantry Regiment of the 28th Ine
fantry Division, The Corps Zons now extended west from Malmedy through
Bte.walot.. Stoumont thenoe south to the vio.inity of Viesalm, then west
to the vlioinity of Marche. (53)
\ VII Corps was reliavéd of its gone north of ¥V Corps end on the
22 Decembor waa assembling north of Marche, with 2nd Armored Division
and the 75th Infantry Division. Its miasion was to counterattack
‘end goreen right to the Meuse River. (63) ,

The 422nd and 423rd regimemnts, 106th Infantry Division, surround-
od in the Schnee Eifel on 17 December surrendered on 20 December
after a helf-hearted attempt to fight their way west to St. Vithe (54)

On the 22nd the 12 88 Panger joined in en attaok agalnst the Tth
Armored Division and attached units making a stend west of Hte _v'ith.
Already badly sheken from the attack the preceeding day the 7th suo-
oesded In hoiding.' Their posltion was precarious, however. No
(51) 0 p-11¢ (52) B p-117 (55) G p-114 (64) F p-168
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© resupply had been effected since they entered the saliemt on the 17th
and ammmition was lows By order of Fleld Marshall Montgomery they
‘were to withdraws On the morning of the 23rd, e daylight withdrawel
wWas bégun, wost across the 8alm Rlver north of Vielsalm, passing through
the lines of the 82nd Airborne Division. Aecomplished during heavy
German atteoks, lossee agaln were heavy. | |
| The Amerioan defense lines still denied to the Jermans the use
of the vital road nets to the north and west in -Ehe northern séotor-
- The 8ixth Pangzer Army making the main thrust had stelleds Failure
to attain first the Elsemborn Ridge and then $t. Vith, its abtteck
had stallede Heavy reinforcements to its asseulting divisions had
resulted in jamwmed roeads, and many tenks had bogged down in the mude.
| On the 16 December the crowded roads hed provided targets for the
Mriom Alr Forve during the few hours of flying permitted by the
woather. The weather :l:‘rbm 16~23 Dacembor for the most part renderad
elr support impossibles The Germans had ohosen this time to attack
because weather foreoasts had indiecated fog for a period of several days(56)
The staoking of assault units, one behind the &hher_ in the lim~
1ted road space between the ﬁorth flank end the 8t. Tith salient hed
" been a taotical error on the pa.rt of Diebrioh, the Fifth Panzer Army
.Gommnd.ar. After the oollapse of the 8t. Vith salient valuable tipe
wes lost olearing the areas (56)
than the Sixth the results might have been far differemts Manbeu-
fel met hie sohedule westward until his supply lines gave waye He
had kept his Panser divisions moving west, bypessing Bastogne, leev-
ing its redustlon to his infantry divislons wi'bh‘ tank supporte
Dietrich, however, decided to make amother try for routes to the
north end west by en attavk through the 82nd Alrborme Division in
the vioinity of Vielsalms Here the 82nd Alrborne Division lines ran
£ rom Trois Ponts to Vielsalm then west to a orossrocads south of Man
hay w;hare it joined with unite of the 3rd Armored Division., The

- (660 € p 116-117
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oollapse of the Bt.. Vith defense left the 82nd with. e salient et
Vielsalms On the 24 December the 2nd Pangzer of the Fuehrer Escort
‘Brigade ettacked, the 2nd 88 Panger striking at the Juoction of the
82nd'and Srd Armored, the 9 88 Panger directly west north of Vielw
salme The 2nd 88 Panzer penetrated to Manhay, overrumning elements
of the 3rd and 7Tth Armored Divisiona. Fearing that the 82nd Alr-
borne Division's right flank would be turned and provide a gap
for the Germans to pour through, and also probably influenced by
his desire to "Put on a tidy show" Pleld Marshall Montgomery
ordered the 82nd to higher ground several miles to the wes*;:. The
line now ren dus southeast from Trols Ponts to Manhay. (56)

Mlstaking the wlthdrawal for a retreat the Germans regrouped
and etbacked agaln the following deye Though heavy it was broken up
after a slight pemetrations. (66)

This was to be the last heavy attack on the north flank. Un=
‘able .to gain routes through Firat &rmy"a. linen on the Meuse they
now oonoentrated on the southe On 23 December the Weather improved
_a.nd Allled tactical planes were agein in the alre. Numerous air
strlil;és weré mede against tank columms and bonoantra.tions a8 well
a8 supply trains. Their effeot began to tell in the reduction of
_5 the presaure againaﬁ the Allied llines-. Lack of alr support, both
reconnaissence end combat atroraft had been a handioamp in the early
days of the attagke. It was to prove luvaluable in the reduction of
the German saliemt. (57)
‘ - Phe VII Corps had béen__pla_oe_d in the 1ine and the north flenk
| defense now extended from Butgeribach throﬁgh Malmedy, Trois Ponts,
Manhay, Laroohe, Marche to the Meuse et @Givet where 1t Joined the
British 20th Household Cavalry Regiment, (58)

_ British uniﬁs now defended the Meuse River 1line from Givet to
i.:l.ege. South of Givet were the 17th Airborne Division, the 1lth
Armored Division and several battalions of the Fremoh Army. (68)

BElements of the 2nd S8 Penrer Division had penstrated to
(58) ¢ p~120 (B7) ¢ p-118 (58) C 8ituation Map #10

(68) © p-122 B p-63
29



Celles, four m.'_mles.rrom Dinant on the Msuse, and '-bo.c!.-ney, four miles
down the rivers The 2nd U, 8. Armored Division, with British units had
dea‘broyed. them on 2526 December. (68) Sy el

The German situation was now preoarious. ‘g;l:opped on the north
and faced with the probability of & oounter attaok at any point on
1'ba right i‘lank'(g‘ i}vking sufficlent road nets in the oenter of the
a.r_ea. of penetration, end on the south the Third U. 8. Army wes al-
:"**e'.ad,y advanolng northward. The possession of Bastogne,atill held
by the lblat Airborne and its attaohed troops was of inoreasing im-
portance. (60) ' '

VYon Runda'bedf realized by 24 Deoember that it wee lmpossible
to reach the Meuse Rivere. 8inoce the attasok had no enchor point in
tho west the situation 1n that aree was fluide The Germen High
Cormand advised withdrawing in order to conserve their slender re=-
‘sources for future defense of the Rhine. Hibtler refused to admit
defeat end ordered m concentrated attaok on Bastognee Three Volks
Grenadier Diviaio_na. were added to the Beventh Army to help stop
the advenoing Third U. 8. Army, Pancer division, the lst, 9th,
and 12th with the Fuehrer Baoort .Brigada wore ordered south to Bes=-
tognes (61) |

. Three division, the 2nd szer, the Panzer Lahr and the 26
Volks Grenadier Divisions of 47th Panzer Corps had sttacked Baatogne
on 20 Deocember af'ter over rumning the Sth Armored Division elements
et Longvilly on the 19th. By this time the 10lst Airborne had had
time to o:\'ganiza the defensess With orders only to occupy the town
if not strongly held, the Germans had hoped for a quick sucoesss
Falling to take it on the 20th, the two panzer divisions passed on
wast headed for the Meuse Rivers One regiment of panzers was left
behind to assist the infantry in the capture of the towne On the 2lst
& riog had been forméd enoiroling the defenders and the assaults '
oontinued. Resupply was effected by air on 23 December. Though
(68) C p-122 B p=63 (60) C p-1236 (61) F p-190
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the fighting was severe the Germans made no substantial gains. (62 )

Hitler now ordered the 15th Panger Oremadier Division with ele-
-ments of the B80th Volks Orenedier Division to reinforece the assaulte
Ing units. Two additional Volks Grenadier Divisioﬁa were added to
the Seventh Army to assist in holding off the Third Us S. Army. (62)

The III Corpa, Third U. 8. Army on 22 Deoeﬁber, advanced to a
line generelly east and west with Mortelange in the center. The
XII Corps joined the IXI Corps .on the Tighy,1ts line Q:'banding to
Echternaoh then bending south along the Sauer and Moselle. Air
auﬁport was provided by XIV Taotiocal Air Command. (63) |

The advance ocontlnued ageinst inoreasingly stubborn resistanoce
and by 26 December the 4th Armored Diviaion was wﬂ.thin five miles of
Bgatogné. On the 26 December it sucoeeded in foroing a narrow
oorridor 191 %o the town. Though the Germans battled to cut the
corridor +the defenders of Bastogne oould now be reinforoed end
supplied. (64)

The heaviest fighting for Bastogne wes now to begine The Fueh~
rer Esoort Brigads, on the 28th made e desperates attaock to out the
oorridor. This attack falleds By the first of the year the rein~
foroements from Dietrich's Sixth Pmer Army had jolned the essault-
- ing foroes around Bastognes A total of eight divisions were now
arrayed. around the town, attepting to reduce the salient which ex=
tended into their lines of commmmloation. (85) _

~ On the west in the VIII Corps zone the 1llth Armered Division,
a.né-(a;o';-e}-;bo-be joined by the 17th Airborne Division, and 87th Division
'n'ttp.ok_ed.northeastward in the general direotion of Houffaliszes Gen-
eral Eisenhower feeling that the Meuse River was no longer in danger
of being foroed hed personally ordered the attacke (68) |

The German peneotration had reached its deepest point on 24
. Deoenber when the elements of the 2nd Panser Division had reached
Gelless Though heavy ettaoks oaused the Allied 1lines to refuse
(82 F p 181182 (83) E p-176 (64) E p-181 (68) E p-218 (66) ¥ p- 197
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in gome arees the.general trend was toward reduoti.m of the German
salient.

The Allied lines now formed a solid wall around the penetra-
tion. German pressure hed eased on the north flank as the First
W 8. Army planned its counterattack to open on § Jamuary 1045,

German forward elements, foreed by the threats to their flank, with-
drew to the east on a general line Marche, Rochefort end Ste Hubarte
- Britlish XXX Oorps olosed the gap existing between the Pirst and
Third U. 8. Armies from Roohefort south to the vicinity of Neuf-
chateaus Seo Map D _

The ocounterattmek is beyond the seope of this monogreaph. But
muoh hard fighting was necessary before the Germens were again driven
baock to the shelter of the West Walle

The effeots of Ithe offensive are still a much debated questione
Bome authorities belleve it shortened the war by several months
since the German resefvés dissipated in the n'btac;k weakoned the dee
fense of the Rhineland and hastemed the ende Others believe that it
lln.gthened the war by causing the Alliea to regroup to meet the attaock

and then to redispose to continus the offensive.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM S
In analysing end oritioising thls offensive sotlon we find that

the Germens, attaining oomplete surprise, breached the Allled lines
over a width of 80 miles and penetrated Llliad‘ territory t0 a simi-
lar depths
A series of errors and migoeloulations resulted in the wealmess

. of the Ardennes area into which the Germans atteoked. -Allled 1n-
telligenoe offioers first over estimated the effeot of the German
d;eféa.t in the preceeding summer in France. They compounded that
error by under estimating the Germen ability to recover end failed
to recognize indioations of recovery which were plainly evident.

They furthor failed in properly evaluating and interpreting evidenoe
| of the troop movemémta prior to the offansive whidh 1nd:|.oa.£ed an
offansive bulldup in the arem oppoalts the Ardennes.
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Adolph Hitler was a oorporal in the Wermaoht after four years
in World War I. _He was not a trained professional scldler yet as
head of a totalitarian state he could end did command the German
Army. Being untrained his thinking and planning were unorthodox,
- faot to whi.oh is owed muoh of the early German .suooesses. Thie
faot wes not recognired by the Allled Eigh Qommand when 1t was de=
oided to maintain a defense which wms little more than a soreene
~ing force in the Ardemnses seotor. It im significant that Von
Rundetedt and Model, both well trained professional soldiera, ob=
Jeoted to the Ardennes attack on -bhe grounds that 1t was beyond the
strength of the awvallable foroces. They recommended that the attack
be made in the Aachen area in an attempt to eliminate the Allied
salient there whioh oontained a heavy trdop ooncentrations This |
1s the area where the Allied Intelligence belisved an attack would
be made, if the Germans did essume the offensive,

The elaborate end drastio means taken by the Germans to insure
surprise was far more successful than they had hoped, and was largely
reapongible for the initial successs However, had the Allied Ine
telligence been functioning properly it need not have been so
effeotive. The months of November end December are notorious for
poor flylng weather, in Europe, and the year 1944 was no axoeption.
This rendersd lmpossible the reconnaissance flighte necscesary to
observe and verify reports from other intelllgence souroes.

The defense maintained by the Us B+ VIII Corpe in the Ardennes
sector was soarocely more than a soreening .f.'o.roe. Distences between
a‘b_rong pointa precluded mtual support, coordinated fire plsns and
a.n'l:}i-té.nk defensegs Depth was laoking. The reserves, -though
mobile were insdequate for the B0 mile sector, therefore it can
be seld that mobility was leoking. Seou.rity was inpufficient to
guerd against surprise, Had patrolling been actively carried on
-during the 14-16 Déoamber the Germen preparations lmmediately prior
to the atteck would have been discovered.
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It was not until or wae brought inte aotion a.g‘at the advanoing
Germans that the attack began to lose its momentums Armor mist be
utlilized in the defense to provide the mobility and striking powsr
_néaﬁshary to oombat armor in the offensives

The Germans oommitted more troops to the offense in the narrow
gap between the St. Tith saliemt and the north flenk then the avail-
_able roanda would eooommodete. The resulting jemmed highways ser=
loualy hempered the attaok until after the fall of 8t. Vith and
miwoch valusble time was loste

o Phe lack of reserves was a handicap to the Allled High 'Ooma.n.d.
With only two divisions available in the Theatre ressrve SCHAEF was
hard pressed to meet the assault,

The lack of Allled tactiosl air asupport in the esarly days of the
offensive resoted favorable to the Germana, Had the westher per-
mitbed oontlnued alr attacks on the heavy srmored conoentration in
the north ocorridor on 18«19 December, the results may well have
foroed the Germans to abandon the attacks German weather lorecasts
had predicted the weather conditiona whioh existed prior to and dur-
ing the éarly days of the attaﬁk. It proved a. velueble allys

While the Gema.na had oreeted & wide gap in the Allied lines,
the stand a.‘b 8t. Tith and at Bastogne had the effeot of narrowing
the gap since they limited the awveilable road spaoe in the pens-
tratod areas The available roads would not support a thrust to the
Mouse River. While the German cormenders realiged thils, Hitler dld
not and ordered the a.{.'baok contimued long efter its fallure was
cortain.

LESSONS.
Lessona to boe galned from a study of thls offemelve action are

ligted belows
l. In the ocaloulation of risks oonsideration ghould be given

ISR PR Pt S

to the nnorthndo: ohare.oter of 'l:he thinking oi' the enexy high conmand.

2a It is 'hhe ﬁmoﬂ.on of intelligenoe to e'vnluate and mterpret“‘____
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in_fgfmtion and apply it to the tadti_oal gituation in terms of
oa.pa.bili.-bie'a. _ |

3. Surprise is an essential element in a sucosseful attecke
.Adequa.te sealadrity mea surea met be undertaken to aesure .édrprise.

4, Defense ghould be orgenized in depth.

Be Ma:l:ddl.support must be provided between strong points in

e st T

defenso.‘ o
"6+ A coordinated fire plen is necessary in a properly 00T~
atrueted defense.

'?. coordinnted anti-ta.nk de:f.‘ensa plans mst be. fonmla.ted.

8+ Mobil :I.ty mnat 'be provided by adeguate reserves. |

S Seoﬁfiw suffioient to gua.rd ngainat surprise mnst be ma.:l.n.-
taineds

10. Adequa.te regerves mst be mainta:l.ned by all echelons of
oomand fmm.'l:he pla‘boon t0 Theatra.

..... 11. Alr reoonnaiaaanoe 1s neoessa.ry in modern warfa.ra.

12. Taotiocal a.ir gupport is valueble in defense as well as offenses

13. Armor must be :Lnoluded 1n the dafanae 'I:o provide the mobil=-
ity and a;;{l":iﬁg powar neoessa:ry to combet armor whioh will be in=
| variebly committed in the offense,

14, The number of troops whioch ocen be committed in:an off'ersive
eotion 1s limited by the_av_a.ila_'ble road dnd mAnsuver a_paoa..

16. the width of the base limits the depth of the pemetration,
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