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THE OPL£RATIONS OF THE zg3D INFANTRY REGLMENT {91ST INFANTRY
DIVISION, AT MP, MONTICELLE, IK THE GOTHIC LINE, WITH
EMPHASES O THE ARTILLERY SUPTORT OF THE 347TH FIELD
ARTILLERY BATTALION, 12 - 18 SEPTEMBER, 1944

" (NORTH APINNIRES CAMPAIGN)
{Perscnal Experience ¢f a Battalion Executive Officer)

ORIENTAT IOR

INPRODUCTION

Thia monogfaph covers the operation of the 363d Infantry Regiment
91st Infantry Division, in its attack on MT. MONTICELLE, ITALI,:in its
effort to breach the éOTHIG LIFE, 12 < 18 September 1944 with |
emphasis on the artillery support of the 347th Field Artillery
Battalion, 91at Infantry Division. _

To bring the reader up to date on the Aliied situation in
ITALY at this time it i{s necessary to briefly review the major
events leading up to the GOTHIC LIHE, The ITALIAN CAMPAIGN
started on 3 September 1943 when the British Eighth Army crossed
the STHAITS OF MESSINA and started {ts lopg erind up the
ITALIAN PERNINSULA. American troops joined the campaign on 9 September
with the aseault landing 6f the U, 5, Fifth Army on the beaches
at SALERHO. (1} On 1 October both the city of NAPLES, with its
port facilities, and the FOGGIA AIRFIELDS had been gecured by
the U. Ss Pifth Army and the British Eight Aray respectfﬁiiy; f(2)
With the securing of these two initial o%jectives the invasion
of ITALY was under.'ay. (See Map Al |

The U. 3. Pifth Army, plagued by difficult wmountainous
terrian, extreme winter weather and cpposed by a skilled and

determined enemy, nevertheless, made rapid progress up the

(1] A-6, p., 16
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penninsula.ﬂ ROME was captured on 5 June (Sl the great port
of LEGHORN on 18 July and by July 23 the U. 5. Fifth Army was
ig posqeaaipn of the south banks of the §RKD RIVER ;n its
sector, {4), The British Eight Arpy on the right was some
what slower and d1d not close to the ABNO until a few days
after 4 August, (5) \

The 912t Division, less the 36lst Combat Team, which hag

landed earlier, landed in ITALY in June 1944, !he_Pitisipn first ¢

entered combat.ss & Division north of ROME on 12 July, From that
time on the 91st Division shomldered its full sﬁare of the
fighting load ofrthe Fifth Army in {ts advance to the ARNO,

By 12 Sgpgpﬁher 1944 the 3634 Infantry Regiment with the 347th
Field Artillery Battalion in direct support, after crossing the
«HNQ RIVER at PLORENCE gnd sdvancing rapidly to the horth, had
erossed the SIEVE RIVER and was now againet the Gorman main de-
fences in front fhe M, MONTICELLI and MT ALTUZZ0, key defensive
points in the GOPHIC LINE, |
PHE GENERAL SITULEIOH

Waile the Fifth Army was a;gagaa in breaching the WINTER
'LINE, just north of «'east-weat line through NAPLES ang - FDGGIA, the
enemy started the construction of another fbrtifiad line in the
NOETHEEN AFENNINES gome 200 miles to the north, called by them
the GOTHIC LINE. This fortified line was huilt under the direction
of thg_wong ORGANIZATION, employing some 15,000 impressed ITALIAN
farmers and laborers to do the manual labor, {(6)

The main line of defense in general followed ‘the south side
of the water divide rather than the military orest of the ‘high

mountainous ridge line that ran from the west coast town of MASSA

{3) A"'e’ Pe 267

(4) A-p, P, 291

{5) A~q, p, 4 ' =
) A-3, p. 7



east across the.ITALIhH FENNINSULA for about 170 miles tolthq east
cpast_at a point near the town of PESLBO. The Germans were ¢¥eatly
assia#eﬂ in their construction orltheae fortifications Wy lack of
roads, good or otherwise, to the north through the mountains, This
nerpitted then to concéntrate their labor and materials at points
of entry intd and througi: the mountains, At these points the enemy
concentrated his defensive works. Bighway 65, cénnacting-fiﬂﬁﬁﬂcﬂ
and BOLOGNA, was the best of the few roads cubting the mountain |
range from south to north, This road, s modern macadamized h;ghyny.
£wisted up the slopes to cross the ridge line at FUPA PASS, af an
elevation of 905 meters., This point was, topographically speaking,
the weakest point in the defenses. Here the enemy located his
strongest fortifications. (7} These fortifications extended on
- elther side, east and west, of FUTA PASS for a distance of adout _
seven miles, On the east they blocked the north = south road (6624) from
SAN PIERO to PIREBZQOLL at IL GIOGO PASS, This chain of fortifrications
consisted of cﬁncféte, log and ea:th bunkers, personnel trenches,
barbwire and a profusion of mines, Both anti-personnsl and anti-
tank guarded the spprosches to all positions, 4ll positions were
expertly sited for maximum grazing fire and not one failed to mutually
support at lealt:one other in its area. In fact, no point along
the entire line offered a good place for a penstration,

The 918t Division was in good condition for the attack,
After the advance of the Diviuionrto the ABNO RIVER in July and

the hnlﬁing of pbaitions alof§ this line all units were cﬁgcdntrated
in the vicinty of SAN GIMIGNANO and GAMBASSI for rest, reequipping,

{7) A-1, p. ®
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® ®
and t;g;ning qn‘;iver crpésing_techniques,_opergtiong in mquntsiqs
with mule supply, and the reduction of fortified poa;tions,u_{pif_: o
During thlalperiod emphacis was placed on training for night operations,
Beplacgmanta were received and intefgrsted into units. ZEquipment
was drought up to authorized allowances, |

M¥orale in all units was high, The Divisiog had just participated
in the successful pursuit of the enemy to the ARNO BI?SB and while
2ome the actions_had heep & little rough all units without exception
had been_very successful,

Sapplies for the cperation had keem huilt up in the Army support
area and was-considered adequate for the effort., The supply situatiog
wasg aidéd”somewhat by the opening to the port of LEG§9RH on726.3u¢ust. (9)

Supply of the aneny saemed io be adaquéto*despite tha efforta
of the MEDITERRANEAN ALLIED TACIAL AIR FOECE to isolate the vatile
area, {10) ‘The personnel situation, however, was ancther story.,

The opening of the second front in FRANCE had forced the Cerman
commander $o send two of his divisions to the FRANCO-ITALIAN

border to guard hié right flank, .Two others left the theater, At

this time there was a force of only 18 German divisions immidiately
avallable to defend the GOTHIC LINE, Most of these units were far
below strength, A period of rest, reorganizing and strengtﬁinc_ _
during the period after 18 July had them eénziderably over the condition
they had Ween in when the Allies reached the ARNO, (131)

4llied Forces planned for thé British Eighth Army to make the
main effort on the ABRIATIC coast with the object of breaking out
inte the PO VALLEY on a general line FERRARKE--BOLOGNB, (12)

Mo Firih Army to be prepared on Dplﬁs 5 to attack north with

Corpe abreast, making the main effort in the FLORENCE~-PONTASS IEVE

(8} a2, peg

(9) a6, p. 309 - 310
(10) A"ll Pe 13

(1) 4-1, p. 13

(12) A‘l- P 41



area, (13} II Corps, to make the main effort in the Fifth Acmy area,
plannqd to attack with two divisions abreast, 9lst Division on the
right, This nlaced both IﬂT$‘PASS and ILGIOGO PASS in the sone of
sdvance of the 91st DPivision, 1ICorps planned to keep two divisions
in Corps reserve until the 86th DPivision was coumitted on the right
of Highway 6524 to take the hill mass guarding IL GIOGO PASS on the
east, The 91st Division was to assault the hill mass on the west of
IL GIOGO PASS war with a strong force., (14) Breaching of the GOTHIC
LINE at IL GIOGO PASS was to be the Corps main effort, {see map C for

boundaries and intermediate objectives,)

DISPOSIPIONS AND PLANS OF THE 9157 DIVISION

The original plan for the advance of tﬁa division called for the
division %o cross ABNO in the vicinity of FLOBENCE om the night.of 4 - 5
Septéaver with two regimente abreast, 3624 Infantry on the left and the
3634 Infantry on the right, and after securing line the regiments wowld _{,f“'
continue to the north with the 3624 Inrantry'; objectives mgmys MT, CALVANA
and HICHWAY 65 just south of SAN PIERO. The movement across the ARNO
was to e screened by the British 8th Indian Division, (18) 7

After crossing the ARNO and wefore reaching the line of departure, .
patrols from the screening forces feportod that the enemy had with drawn to
the north, This resulted in a change in the loecation of the line of
departure the objectives of the second phase of the division plans, Phase Line
D of the division field order, thia line was scme 8 kil#mﬂters north ;f the
river, PBefore the two assault regiments could occupy thie line British
patrols operating to FARRAGLIA? BIVIGLIANE, MP, SINARIO, and MF. CALVANA

failed to find the enemf: (16) Upon this information the British mnd

(13){ A-1, p., 193
(14} A-1, p. 41
(15) A-2, p. 93
(18) A-2, p.95



Indian screening forces moved forward to ocoupy these positions. 'At this
time the division was held wp by 1I Corps and new plans were made, The
only essentlial chnngé was a ninqr chnngg in direction and the_;e:t )eundur:
vas moved some 6 kilometers to the west, The Division would now attack
directly north along Highway 65, The line of departure was the lateral
road rurning from slightly sowth of FAGLIA o BIVIGLIANO. (17) Time of
the attack was OB30, 10 September, The Division objeotive# were not
changed, to force a crossing of the SIEVE RIVER and to advance to a line
akout 2000 yards north of the river. The Diviaion lrtilleryrmovad into
pegitions in the vicinity of_fEf?QL;FO to support the attack, By 1945
September all of the Division !rtillery was in position and reglastered.
?he two assualt regiments moved into attack positions on the night of

9 September, The attack, after jumping off on time the following
morning, progressed rapidly with no opposition in the early morning.
Harassing artillery and small arms froam north of the SIEVE RIVER siarted
later in the morning and continued for the remainder of the day. {18)
This did nof stop or dnlag|the advance of either of the two regimenta,
By nightfall the forward elements of soth regiments had reached the

SIEVE RIVER, During the night of 9 ~ 10 September Both regiments croased
the river. Division Artillery hed displaced during the afterncon of 9
September to poeltions alonz Highway 66 to support the crossings. The
advance wag so rapid on 10 September that the additional ohjactijes had
to be apsigned the regiments, The 5624 Infantry was to attack and

secure FUTA PASS while the 3634 Infantry was to attack apd secure MT.
ALTUZZO and MF. CASTEL GURRIND, (19) By the end of the day of 11
September the 5624 Infantry had reached a position just north of
GAGLIANO on Highway 656 and the 363d Infantry had reached the town of

SANP* AGATA., (20)

{(17) A-2, p. 956

(18) A-2, p.95

(19} A-2, p. 97, personal knowledge
{20) A-2, p, 97 ”
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The Division at this time liad the two ghpygtment;oned‘regimantsV .
committed and the $Glat_1nfantry in reserve. Divigion Art;llory was
in position north of the SIEVE RIVER to swpport the attack, In _
addition to the normal divisional artillery the 77¢h Fleld Artillery
Group uha_assigned the mission of direet support to thg 91at Dlrision_ _
Artillery, {21) This group consisted of two 155-an howitser h;ttaliﬁna,
one 165-mm: gun battalion, and one 4,5-inch gun wattalion, In addition the
Corpe had, for long range work and for knoeking oat bunkers and ;
pillkoxes, the 423d Feld Artillery Group, cogsistinc of two bst#aiions
of (io:a one section) of 240fmm horitsegu, three sections qf 8-1;ch_
guns, and two battalions of 166-mm guns, Long range artillery wasz in-
positiéns around the village of VAGELIA and the mediuwm range corps -

artillery was close o the SIEVE BIVER, {22)

bISPQSIEIDNs AND PLANS OF THB 363D INPANPRY AND SUPPORTING UEITS

The 3634 Infantry planned to attack their ohjecfives;.l!.“l@H?I&ELLI
and MP, ALTUZZ0, with two battalions awreast, The 3rd Bsttalion"on
the right was asaigned the oebjectives of HT; ALRUZZ0 on the eazt of
IL GIOGO PASS and MT, MONTICELLI west of the pass, NT. MONTICELLE was
to be the main effort. ?he 34 Battation, advancing with two companies
abreast were some 6000 yards north of the SEIVE RIVER, leading elements
of the 1st Battalion haé passed through SANT'AGATA gnd were on line Qith
the 3d Battalion, 24 Battalioh, in reservé, was followiag the 38
Battalion and has arrived at PAGHA. {23) ) |

At this time the 3634 Infantry had the 765th Tank Battalion, one
company of the 804th Tank Destroyer Battalion and Company C of the 84th
Chemical Battalion attached. The 347th Field Artillery Battalion was in
direct support with the 916th Pield Artillery Battallon reinforcing

their fires. (24)

{21} A-1, p. 64
(22) personal knowledge
(23) A-3, p. 65
{24} A-2, p. 63
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. MT. MONTICELLI, the regiment's main ebjective, was a large, rugged
hil; mass devoid of cover, rising to a héight of 2399 feet at the highest
point, The highest poipt was near 1te eastern flank, ‘l rongh cqt up ridge
line ran from the summit generally ygst.;qr_spout'tto“thogﬁggd yards,. |
Thq gqntherg slopes of this ridge line was eu;lhy three steep draws,
the one on the east leading to the highest point, MP. ALTUZZ0 on the
right of 1L GIGO PASS was 110 feet higher and Jjust as rugged, however,
it did not have the great dalk of NP'. MONTICELLI., (25)

The enemy had prepared, for the defense, theae already formidable
terrain features with the utmost care, These défegses have already _
been described, At this time the 12th Parachute Regiment of the 4th Para=-
chute Division was responsible manning the ﬁefenaas in this ares,

Enemy troops in the entire area were'stretched to the breaking point
and there were no reserves available. {(26)

Daring the night 11-12 September the battalions improved com-
munications and made. preparations for a coordinated attack the
following day, The time of attack was to be 0800, the line of de~-
parture the present front lines, No preparation to de fired By the
artillery, Chemi=al mortars were to lay down a smoke screen, (2¢)

RARBATION

THE ATTACK ON MT, MONTICELLI

At 0800 on the morning of 12 September under the cover of the
smoke screen both assualt battalions jumped off in the attack on MT,
MORTICELLI, The firat ®attalion on the left moved one company
generally up the road from SANT'AGATA with the other agsault company
abont 500 yards to the right moving up a northwest=southeast draw,
Both companies made good progress meeting little resistance except

harassing artillery fire and by 1030 one company had advanced about a

125) A-1, p. 56, personal knowledge
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mile and was on the north slopes of MONTAGCIANICO, The other company
was at the head of the draw near HILL 443, The reserve company was following

the left company. The third battalion on the right moved out wibe= -~ \E

o .

the left of Hishwey 6524 hesding for WP. MOWTICELLI another dempsny on .y

the left of the highway for FONTE FEEDDA, The third company followed

r—

the right company with the mission of cutting to the right and attacking
M?, ALTUZZO, Contact was made by the right aasault company at POGGIO
DI CASTRO, s 1567 foot ridge running to the north in the direction of \\\
K. MONTICELLI, Company I, the right assault company , with artillery | _
support, immediately attacked this position while Company K flanked the }?,=% -
position by moving around it to the west, This relieved the pressura C
and the company moved up to the crest of the ridge, However, due to
heavy artillery fire the company pullqd back to0 the south a;qpcc tor protection,
At this the regimental commander, Col, W, Pulton Magili, Jr., decided
to walt until darkness and make a coordinated night attask with the
lst and 3d Battalions on MI'. MONTICELLI.and MF, ALTUZZO. {27)

The direct support artillery Wattalion was to mark the sumnit of
both objectives with white phosphorus to guide the attacking troops to
their objecti#es. Corps artillery wae requested to fire on all kmown
and suspected locations beyend the objectives, The direct support
hattalion and 1ts reinforcing bvattalion was to fire planned ooncsntrstiqns
on thé objectives, The infantry plan was for the lst Battalion to Fttack np - -
the‘uuatern ridge on MI'. MONTICILLI while one company of the 3d Battalion
attacked its position directly nerth to the crest of the objective, One

company of the 3d Battalion was to attack MP, ALTUZZ0 from east of the

highway, (28)

(27T &-%, p. 67
(28} A-3, p. &7
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The attack jumped off on time, The lat Bsttaliog's attack did not
progress very far bqfore the compgniea gpted into an area where they could
not see the white phosphorus shell iurating‘tyelsnmnit of M, MONPICELLL
because of an intervening secondary peak Between them and the sumnit,

They lost direction and after suffering nuxerous casuslities when the emeny
operied up with their final protqctive fires the units bocame disorganised,
?h.y were then ordered to return to protective grownd to_reorslniso &n@

- reestablish contaet, (29) The lst Bsttalgon attack met little success,

L Gomf:g{ moving wup MP. ALFUZZO from the south also lost direction when
thay/aight of the white phblphorna markers, After feeling around in |
the dark they found the right path and moved almost %o the crest of
their objective when they were oaught in the fimal protective fires of
the defenders, They were still engaged in the fire fight at daylight the
next morning. 1 Company sdvanced to within 400 yards of the orest when
they ran 1n;o varbed wire and the final protective fires. (30)

The artillery continued to fire their miseions during the attack
and aftersards until day light, Corps Artillery had a well intefgrated
system of interdieting and harassing fires in effect for this afaa.

The direct support dattalion had contributed to this plan by reguesting
{nterdicting missions on the routes of supply behind MP. MONTICELLI. .The
locations of these missions were uorh/?it by the Infantry Boginsntgl
commander and the commander of the 347th Field Artillery Battalion., On:
the morning of 13 September Corps passed the information down that
Corps radio intercept had intercepted an enemy message atatinjﬁiﬁz to
intense srtiller& fire work parties had heen unable to dring mines

forward to complete mining their platoon areas., These firea were con-

$inued each night until MF, MONTICELLI was captured, (351}

——

(29) A-3, p. 67 /
. (30) A-3, p. 68169
{31) personal knowledge
i2
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On the night of 12 September an order was received from Division
that made a ig change in the regiment's plans, This order changed the
east boundary of the Division and the Reglment to Highway 6524, II Corps
felt that the enemy waas going to hold these poaitions in strength and that
his main line of resistance had been located. .The'SEth Divieion was
committed to the right of Highway 6524 with the mission of securing M,
ALTUZZD. The 363d Infantry was to concentrate on takiﬁg MT', MONTICBLLI. {32}

THE SECOND DAY

The 1st Battalion continued to apply pressure on the eneay by
atfenpting to move up the Monticelli hili wass from the west, Enenmy
f?re was heavy And well directed. This made progress slow and costly,

The Ra’imental Commander committed the 24 Battalion between the 1st

and Sd-Battalion in an effort to keep the attack moving and reduce the fire
being directed at the other battalions, Thgzﬂwure to make contact with

the lst Battaliom on their left and move up the hill mass on the right

of the 1st Battalion, The 34 Battalion was to g0 in reserve as this

attack progressed. (33)

The 2d Battalion moved into position and soon made contaét with the
1st Battalion, however, the attack soon bogged down when the Battalions
ran into numerous bunkers and pillboxes, in addition to minefields,

The 347th Fleld Artillery Battalion supported these attacks by fir-
ing observed fire missions from the forward ouservers and the battalion
liaison dfficers, Ammunition supply was beginning to be a problem for the
battalion because of the distance to the Army Ammunition Supply Point, The
advance across the AHNC nad been so rapid and the one road =so congeated that
Army had not moved ita supply points north of the river, This made the
distance some 50~60 miles for a round trip ammunition hawl, The heavy

expenditure of artillery amzunition required constant hard driving By the

{32 A""s’- P- 69
33) A-3, p. 70
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ammunition train and battery Sth sections, BRoad conditions, due to
heavy traffic and the numerous by-passes, made the ammunition_haul

a long and tedious process, The battalion fired continually at knqﬁn
eneny locations to keep the enemy in his holes and to prevent him from

having any freedom of action, (34)
THIBP DAY OF THE APPACK

The 18t and 2d Battalion G@nitinued against heavy small arms snd
mortar fire but made small gains, later during the day B Company
again attempted to advance toward the farm_fggfg_ggis time closely
- following a rolling barrage laid down by the 347th Field Artillery
Battalion, The attack progressed rapidly uhtil 1330 when the enemy
put one of his Epglish-speaking radio oﬁerators on the American
frequency ?%&}started to complain that fﬁrtille;y was falling on C
Gcmpany.P/'This stopped the‘artillery harragé‘and permitted the eneny to -
get his head up and start firing at B Company, However, by night-
fall the company had passed BORGO, There they were held up to awalt
resupply of smmanition, 361 |
THE FOURPH DAY OF THE APTACK

B Company continued the attack at 0600 the following morning.
Daring the night before an officer led patrol from B Company located _
a large log and dirt pilleox a short distance in front of_thc company.
The company commander reported its position and'requssted. At daylight ;;:
the next morning the Artillery Liason Officer with the lst Battalion
made & precision adjustment with a 155ma gun of the Corps Artillery.
After a direcr hit, the pillbox was taken by riflemen from the assaunlt
platoonJi/gii Gompan& reached the crest of the waestern ridge of
MP, MOFTICELLI wy 1500, The company commander immediately adjusted

artillery fire on the enemy, who céuld be seen forming for a counter-

Eergongl: Knowledge

A=3, p. 71

A-3, p. 71

A-3, p. 73, personsal knowledge
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attack in the draws behind MONTICELLI, The attack was broken up for
the time ®eing, At 1630 another attack waa made by the Germans, The
attack lasted for about ap hour, The artillery fired at maximum rgte
during this time and wae largly responsible fqr breaking up this attack,
The enemy was repulsed with heavy caaualitiqs, Two othar_gttuckt ware
made during the night by the enehy to retake this position. _loth were
repulsed, The defensive artillery fire in front of B cqnpnny was
oricinully fired a3 a goncentration and waz lablpd copucntraﬁion 10,
This cﬁnpontration waz called for repeatedly by the company cnlaande:
during the following days, This fire was very effective, After the
action was over the battalion commanier reported that he had eognz;d
150 Germane in the ares of this fire, This count coupled with the
fact that the enan:_!is usually so prompt in his evacuation indicated
that the enemy casuslties were extremly high in this ares, (39)

¥hile the first action was going on fhe 2gd 3attslion-w;a _
methodically redueing emplacements in its area, The artillery supply
gituation had steadily grown worse, The heavy expenditure in support
of attacks and the defensives fires were such that the hattnl#on'vus‘“_
forced to use, Iin addition to the normal vehicles provided for ammu#ition
supply, every nvgilahle truek in the battalion and the attached anti-

aircraft platoon., (359)

PHE FIFTH DAY OF THE ATTACK

The 34 Battalion, which had been in reserve since 14 September,
was ordered tq move uplnio poaitiop to the right of #h’_zd 3attaliog
and attack HT._HDI!IGELLI to take seme of the pressure off the S38th
Iq:antry who/:::acking T, ;BTUZZO. The attacks did not advance more
than 5@0 yards during daylight and it was decided to stop and renew
the attacks after dark, lipving up the slopes after darkqass the aasau;t 7‘

companies were repulssd d»y the enemy's wire apd final protective fires, (40}

(58] A-2, p. 110
ésg) personal knowledge
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THE SIXTE DAY OF THE ATTACK

Qn ;7 Septjphe; :urther attacka nn.lm. HO!TIOELLI jgrq_plsnne& bj
the 3d Battalion, to take place at 1400, The assanlt elements were to
be reinforced by the additiom of some anginoera to take care of the wire
gnard;ng the crest, However, the Division commnnﬁgr arrived at the 34
Battalion Command Post and ordered the 3d Battalion to assault their
objective by following & rolling barrage to be furnished Wy the Diyision
lrtillery, He had already arranged this with the Division Artillery
Commander. It was already 1250 and this was the first fhs art;llary_
battalion had heard of the barrage, (41) The Artillery Lialson Officer,
with the 3d Battalion, Captain George D, Bunnell, immediately informed his
Battalion Commander, The Artillery Battalion Se3 contacted the Division
Artiilery 5.3 and coordination was made, OCorps Artillery assisted »y
firing on targets in the rear of the odjective, The assault jumpgd off
on time, Moving closely behind the barrage the Company Commander,
Captain William B, Fulton, of X Company and ten men reached the top of
the hill, The Company Commander immediately began to adjust u:tlllery_
fire on the enemy who were trying to retreat through the valley beyond,
BEe reguested one round of smoke for adjustment and the battalion gave
battalion one round msking 12 rounds of smoke, This obscured the
targét for a few minutes and caussd a critical delay in the gdjuntmant.
bnce the smoke cleared, howewer, Captain Fulton quickly made the
ad justment and continued to adjust fire until tha-lrtilléry Liaison
Officer arrived on the acene a few minutes later, The artillery forward
observer with K Company had been cut offrby mortar and small arms fire
and had not arrived at the objective, l33J An arc of artillery fire

was adjusted around the objective., The artillery continued to fire

(41) &-3, p. 80
(42) pereonal knowledge, statement of K Company Commander, ¥illiam B, Fulten
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dafonuiva fires to protect the troops on the objective all night., Two
batteries fired a total of 4000 rounds during the night hours. (43)
Additional Artillery dattalions from GOrpu_f;red heavy h&raasing and
interd;cting fires ali night, One of the targetg of‘the_all nigqt firing
was the entrance to a large dugout thirty feet‘wide-and running 100 yds
back into the si@e of the mountain, The next morning 33 prisoners were taken
from this dugout, They were all dazed and befuddled by the héavy pounding,

By morning the objective had been occupied in strength and was
secured, (44 |

To sum up the fesults of this battle: The 347th Field artillery
Battglion was successful in giving the close support necessary to
assist the Infantry to take an objeetive and hold it. The enemy
was unable to supply or evacuate to any degree, thereby, lowering
the effigiency and morale of his front line troops. ZEnemy prisoners
taken during the latter part of the attack stated they hadlnot been supplied
during the entire perilod after the attack started, ZReinforcements were
unable to reach positions in the main line of defense vecause of intenae
artillery fire. |

Phe Battalion fired at a rate of more than 4000 rounds per day for
& 4 day period (14-18) September. Many more rounds were fired by other
artillery units at the requeat of the battalion, some under the direction

of observers of the battalion,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1, AMMUNITIOR SUPPLY

The high rate of ammunition expenditure made normal means of
amounition supply, under the existing conditiona, very difficult.
The one road in the area was used as the MSR for II Corps 91st and Bth
Divisions, and to some extent, by elements of the 15th Corps. This

caused s tremendous number of vehicles to be on the road at all times,

(43) A-5, p. 64
(44) A-2, p. 110, personal knowladge
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The phyaical condition of the road was not good due to )ypaaada around
deatroy@d bridgea causing one way traffic, Due to the rapidity of movement
of the egmhat t:oopa and the slowpess of Aray in moving its aqpply
@umpg up, it was & long tiresome trip to haul large quantities of -
a@ﬂpﬂiti@n. These ﬁifficultiea were met by using every available
truck to make the asmmunition ruan,

2, VALUE OPF CONSTART ABTILLERY FIBRE ON THE ENEMY

Constant artillery fire on the enemy position in the MLR and on
his communitiong and supply routes was very hcn#flei&l to the aasgq;ting
Infantry troopa. Here the enemy lost some of the taqtical advantage of
dominating terrain, Ba.‘ns unable to move troops either to or_f:om the
MLR to qny'great extent, His supply of rations and gmmunitiona to
troops in the MLR was practically stopped. On numerous occasions re-
inforcements were presented from reaching the MIE units in condition
to perform their dutios, Their units were hit by heavy long range
artillery fire. Their casualties were great, Their organization broken
before they reached the front lines, The enemy already, in his prepared
positions, was unable to move out of them and the constant sound of shells
bursting tended to lower his morsle,

3., ADJUSTMENT OF ARTILLERY FIRE BY INFANTRY OFFICERS

The prompt action of_conpaﬁy Commanders, on at leaft two occasions,
in adjusting artillery fire was a governing factor in either repulsing
or preventing a counter-attack, Accurate shellfire on the enemy in
the open prevented him from organizing for an attack or breaking up
his organization if he is already organized., 4&n Infantryman is usually
first on the objective and is afforded the firat opportunity to adjust
accurate fire on the enemy. The lialson officera of the 347th Field
Artillery Battalion had used every occasion to give instruction in |

fire adjustment, This instruction paid dividends at MT. MONTICELLI,

1e



4, THS EFFECT OF ARTILLERY ON WELL PREPARED FORTICATIONS

Light artillery of the caliber used for direct support of_Infantry _
units is pot capable of destroying pill-boxes and bgpkerq due to the_;ight
'eight qf its projectile and ;ta low mugzle velocity., It does not h;?e the
penetrating power necessary to destroy fortifications of the type found
in the GUTHIC LINE, However, the Corps i55mm gun, 240mm howitzer, and
the 8 inch gun are effective and were used time and agaln in the gttack
on MI's MONTICELLI with good effect.

§., USE QOF PATROL INFORMATIOB BY THE ARTILLERY

The action of the B Company in passing‘the exact location of tha
large pilldox, that wae located By hia patrol of the night of 14-15
September, and the resultant destruction of thia pillbox was a finq 7
example of the proper use of specfic patrol imformation, It is felt that
many opportunities such ag this were overlooked Wy the Infantry Gonngndera
in this action., If a patrol can pin-point a target found, the artillery
can usually destfoy. The odservers have at their diapqlal the heavy
artillery 1f the type target calls for hﬁsvy artillery,

6. RADIO MESSAGES BY EHGLISE SPEAKING ENEMY RADIO OPERATORS

B Company's advance ®ehind a rolling barrage was slowed and undue
calusi;?;a repulted when a ruse, by the'aﬁemy,_eaused_the artillery
to ceage firing the barrage. The ruse was an old one. 4An lngllshrapaak-
iqc enemy droke in in the American radio frequency and began to request
that artillery fire be stopped because thq/z;:?rhiling in C Company.
This caused great cOMcern in Woth the 1st Battalion Comzand post and
the artillery fire direction center and the barrage was lifted, A
rolling varrage shomld be controlled through his forward observer by
the Infantry Company Commander following the barrigo@ This barrage was
wal_plannad and cqrrectly executed by the artillery, lkou the

locations of the companys there was no chance to hit C Company., There
was no excuse for stopping the fire,
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7, MARKING OBJECTIVES FOR NIGHT ATTACKS BY THE ARTILLERY

ia the attack on MT. MONTICELLI the artillery aftenptod to mark itwe
oijootiyes for a night attack oﬁ the night of 12-13 Septenbcf with limited
success, Two companies became masked from the objective and lost sight
¢f the ihité phosbhorous markers, Both companiea, depending on them as
& gaide, lost direction and Wecame disorganized. The terrain over which
attsek;gg troops Enst be carefully studied to determinewhether or not
£hay will ié.ubié see the shell Bursts. However, when the attacking
troops can see the marking shell bursts they make an exceilent guide,

LESSQES

1. In order to insure adequate ammunition supply at the gun pobition
at all times, without placing undue hardship on the using ﬁnit, Army
mest keep its samunition supply points well forward regardleas of the speed
of the advance,
2. VWhenever possible the enemy mmst be subjected to continuous shell fire,
S Infantrymen, enlistedmen as well as officers, must know how %o ad just
artillery fire,
4, The right caliber'artillery mst be used to destroy fortifications,
5, Accurate patrol informaxiqn is invaluadle in locating targets for
artillery,
6. 4 roliing barrage must never be stopped on an unverified radie LGEEREY: - R
7. Succesaful marking of objectives for night attacks depends on careful ﬂ

analysis of terrain,
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