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IKTRoDTJenOll 

T h i s  mmograph o m r s  the operaticaw of a Mixed Group from 

TJnita of the 507th Paraohute Infantry (82d Airborne ~ i v i s i m )  in 

the hraaion of Frmoe, 5 - 7 June 1944. 

"Flash!" 

"Flash, hell ,  this is Colmel Halouey". not quitie the pre- 

scribed r e s p w e  k, a challenge, but Pimrtheleaa o m  that  aermd 

t o  idautify a friend in the swmy Wesiad  bedgerm of B w  

early the morning of 6 Juns 1944. Lt, Colcoel A. A. Palaneg, 

Regbmntal lkeuutlve Offioer of the 607th Parachute IPfmtrJr, had 

~sembled  about liPt;y (SO) and tbe ohallenging par*, C-my 

make the oonteot. 

deked how things wimre going, Colonel Helonay replied, "Not 

so good. we haven't fmrough people assernbled here fo take our 

f i r s t  objeotive.' That aas something a t  hadn't been mtioipated. 

All objeotivw in the Sfate8 had be- takwn without too  muoh dif- 

Pioulty. For example: there vas the jump on aPld the seizure IS 

aa air f ie ld  in DmVER, COLNUDO, almost withmt mishap. Wm th i s  

operation to be so differrslt? It wasn't so different, aotu.lly, 

things beg- t o  unfold. In order ta undwstsnd the a iha t i on  

a t  the Wpros meting, it is neoesaary f i r s t  %a dia0~S6 events 

leading up to it. (1) 

(1) PerscPal knowledge, 



Early in Dewmber ISM, UM 507th Paraobafe Wantry, lifh 

the 508th Psracidw I n f m t q ,  aorPprising the 2d Airborne Eri&pde, 

s e t  s a i l  from 1PW YORK and fautem daylt l a te r  diseabarked at 

ESiQlST, NOii¶'H DlELDD. hon~ there they mmd by *aLP ta the 

viefnity of KR'PBnSH aud PORT STEKUE. N a T H  IRISLILIID. While here, 

mifa,  lrwh asr "(a) speed and ini t iat ion of amitbat ~ i s t i e l y  

upon l a g :  (b) retention of in i t ia t ive  t m e l  d r s i a  aoooaplish- 

ed; (a) recogpition of isolation .a a nol.oal battlefield a d i -  

t i o n 3  (d) readkresa of all units t a  sttpek or dofed  in all 

direations st any t h e :  (e) bprovisation of reapms sad equip- 

ment; w e  of eamq mapaas md defensest ( f )  prepsrednbsa to 

emquer or die." . (3) The baf ta l im m e  e a t a d  by a 

(8) A-1, Seotioa, I, p. lf (3) ib2, p. 24. 





traversed by deadly causeways uhich, if not captured f r m  the rear, 

could easi ly be s sded  off, thus making ihe l a d i n g  area a death 

trap t o  the beach assaultem. By seising these causeways, the air- 

borne troops a u l d  contribute t o  the suocsss of Che aperdl plan 

by preventing laoarmemt of Geman reserws into the beach area. Staff 

plnnuers maintained, harremr, that airborne forms landing fn th is  

area would surely suffw fsom 75 - 80% casualt€ea, buf the decision 

wan made, end I quote fra the Supram C-derts Repmt, ' S u p p ~ t  

by the airborae troops lraa eaaeatidl, and I ultimately took upon mg- 

self the heavy responsibility of deciding that the airborne opera- 

tion against the Cotentin be carried out. The decision, osoe taken, 

redl loyally nnd effioiautly emouted bJr the airborne forces, cmd it 

is t o  them that  ~ c r e u r a b l e  credit for the subsequent auccess of 

the western operation beloog.." (6) 

THIS Ig IT 

Training aad planning continued, with the many hwdened troops 

destined t o  lnake the invasion, un-e of what role they were t o  

play, unti l  without warning, on 1 April 1944, rsgimental staPfs m s e  

briefed. ?,%n this s t s r t l ing  indication of what was rapidly ap- 

proaching went prsat ical ly unnoticed becuuee ehe s taff   eat abut& 

i t s  mrk in the n o d  way, saylpg nothing about what they lm,ea. 

O f  course, hth the information they had, only a guess could have 

been ventwred cre to when the -Vul day vas going t o  be. Finally, 

cm 1Xay 19M, battelion s taffs  were Wiefedwhich caused soma ex- 

ci-t for  al l  f e l t  tha t  the t i m e  must be near. ho we& passed, 

though, ePrd nothing happened, and just  as e v e r m e  wan b e g h i n g  t o  



relax, ocmrpcmy oommders were called into tha "war roomw, awona 
/ 

t o  a l l  oat seoreay and briefed. Elaborate planning cmd preparation 

had gone into the "mar roomw, detailed maps, phOCOgrspb ru~d sand 

tables were available i n  abund-e. The oaapsng c d e r s  were 

told everythiPg in the greatest d e k i l ,  axaept - nhen it rair gobg 

to happa. ( 7 )  

MlS8ICLP OF THE AIWBRKE 

The 6th Br i tbh  Airborne naa t o  1- narth of U, prohot  the 

bf% fla of the beach landings ppld seim bridges owr the OBTE 

RIVE% and CAI% WAL in  order t o  bloak: the m-t of Gennan troops 

t o  that sector of the bemh. 

¶'he Dnited States lOlst Airborne Diviaion was Co lsmd north of 

CAEUB!CAN w i t h  the mission of bloaking mwement  of ~enasm reserves 

and seiaing arosaiaga of the I[EBDERET RIVBB io preparation for 

advance t o  the west. (See Map A) (8) 

"We 82d Airborne Diviaion was to  l m d  by paraohute and glider 

before 5 d  after d a m  on D-Day pest of ST SAWEUR IS VIC($6l%r 

seire, elear end secare the general area ST JAaUHS DE N m  - 
e F 7 K l U E  ( b o a  inclusive) - ST SJWVEUR U VIKR!3% (ucolusive) - , . 

---_. \' 

BUtiDMOW (5ncluaive), ppld reorganize; seize snd destroy the ~u 
/ 

ST SPLUVEW DE PIE2lRB PUTT3 destroy the orosslngs of the OltOBCBTDE 

RIVER 5n the vioini* of ST U) D'OIJBVILLF md blot& oroesroads 

vicinity -&E CJBSlCBIgBlPli prevent memy forces mvitrg north be- ST LO 

D*OUEVIttE cmd jlmction of DOWE RIVER d t h  PRAIRIE HkRWliGI(R8m; 

snd proteot Uls south flark of VII Cerps north of the sma line". 

(see Msp B) ( 9 )  

(7) Perecaral lmmledgs3 (8) A-4, p. 11; (9) A-1. p. 2. 



I% 26 Xay, closer t o  D-Day than anyone realized, just M 

company oolmgcmders were about to beccms fu l ly  frrrsiliw *I* oxaotly 

what was to be done, mrycvae, already triefed, was called into the 

"wer roopnw cmly t o  find a l l  the beautiful sand tables snd msp din- 

plays destroyed, with st- officers sad anlisted aclsistauts labor- 

iously prepwing nen mes. 

What did th i s  nem? The enmm ras &!om apparent. The 826 

dirborne Divisim*s missim had been ohanged. A constant study of 

aerial photographs, being made of the Division's area U l y ,  r ena l -  

ed that  the braacma had m d  a new dirisian ( later  found to be tbe 

91st Infentry Divisim) intO the general area of ST SBUVWR LB 

VICCMTE and re re  busily engaged in oanstruoting pwsise and aotivs 

auti-airborne defenses. The passive defensem consisted of wBolrmfal- 

spargeln (8crrmnelts asparagus, n& for the G e m  Camwader in Ws 

West), poles spaced 75 to 100 yards apart om all l ikely lamding 

zones, treacherous obstaoles for gliders, aad am elaborate system 

of anti-personnel mines and booby trsps to aooaancdate the paratroop- 

ers. The sotive defenses cornsisfad of prepared gun poaitiona awl 

oonoentratians t o  f i r e  observed f i r e  frola H i l l  110 t o  oover the 

entire area). It l&d w though intelligence was working wer- 

tbm for both '& "redw lind the *bluen. (10) 

The r d s e d  misa i a  of the 82d Airborne Division lras to bar 

"Lfad by parachute and glider before md &%r dmn of D-Day 

astride the WBDIZBET B m ,  seize, clear end secure the general 

area within its zone; capture 8% MIERE EGLISE; seire and seoure 

the crossbga of the m E R B T  RIVER at  LA FfEBE and CHEF MI P(BTT 



and a bridgehead a m r i n g  them; se im end destroy the orossings 

of the DOWE RIVER at B6aZEVIU.E LA E6STIU.E aud ETIBWVIILEs pro- 

h o t  the northwest flank of VII Corps within the division smet 

end be prepared t o  advenoe west cm Corps order to  tbs l ine  of the 

MWPF north of i t s  jrmotion with the PRAIBIE MAREK!AGE$JSFS." (See 

M a p  B) (11) 

The 828 Airborne Division plamed to weomplish ihr asrigned 

mission by dirlding the division into three forces; Foroe "An, oaa- 

mnnded by Erigadier heal (par Eajor Ckmal) Jeaues Y. Bavin, 

dssistmt Division C m e r ,  to be ocPrPniffed before dam of D-Day 

end t o  include, in the main, the three parachute regimenta, 505th, 

507th and 508th, plua liltah supporting md oontrol olemcmb as were 

neaesrrary; Force "B", oo~nea~lded by Hajor h e r d  Hatthew B. Bidguay, 

Division CoPlarmder, to be o d t t e d  by glider before end after dawn 

of D-Day and t o  include the 325th Glider InPnntry, the bulk of 

Mvision Pr t i l lery  md other supporting el-ts of the divisio~r 

( h e r a l  Eidgway actually jumped with Force "Aw resulting frola a 

l a s t  minute chnngs in plarrs)~ Foroe "6, oopmrmded by Brigadier 

General Beorp P. Horsll, Comaending h e r d ,  2d Airborne Iafumtry 

Brigade, t o  be ocslrmitted by sea, t o  lml betweam D plua 2 end D 

plua 7 end t o  include all elenmnts of the division not air trans- 

portable alcmg with attaohed tauks snd trmk destroyer unit.. (12) 

Preparation ras cosatinued in khe 607th in a serious baf high 

spir i ted way. Equipmaat b d l e s  were l a id  oat, aheoked, rolled end 

markod. Individual soldiers were busy taldng oars of persmal and 

speoial equipl~rmt that eaah desired to tah alcmg. Trench hives 

aere xmde rasor sharp and everyone equipped hislself with en extra 

(11) A-1, Seation 11, p. 23 (12) A-1, Section 11, p. 2,s. 



W e  of his oun ohooaing. Praotiaally wmry pieoo eP gorernstsprt 

equipreat nas improved upon to Pi t  the rrhiins of each individual. 

Finally the 607th waa ready to go. Where? When? 'Phese 

questions ware asked ninny times, for no one had been briefed belm 

the aoatpeny c-dera. W e s  it mother practioe jlrmp or WM it the 

real  thing? After a l l ,  this  had been done many h s  before. 

Without warning on 29 Yay, trucks arrived t o  piok up the equiprmit 

bundles that  had hen ready f o r  d a p ;  the o q  ras sealed and the 

order oemm - ' p t r e a d y  t o  movew. In leas fhan tuo hours fhe unit 

was osl its rap +o the aarshalling areas located a t  newby airfields. 

Upon a c r i d ,  fhe fields were found t o  be ampletely fenced in and 

under armed @cud. There was no question in anyone's mind nm, 

th i s  wan it. Ezcitement ran high and almost mrycate *es aotually 

anxious t o  'get the ahoar on fhe road*. Prior h our a r r f d ,  kmlar 

had been s e t  np in  hangars large enough to  a o o d a t a  m entire 

battalim. An soon as the troops rere  settled, the ccmpmy o d -  

ors were called in and aas iped briefing tents, oompleta a i t h  pre- 

pared smd tables, lpaps and photogrepha showing our zone of oporatitm 

in the greatest detail. Despite the a i r  of expeotclaey that p r c  

vailed, coslpmy aammders ware told that  the briefing of the troops 

must be thorough, M it laas of the utmost ~ a r f a u o e  that every urn 

know a l l  there vas to @oar about where he ran gohag and what he waa 

t o  do when he got there. He should know his mission, his m i t t s  

mission, and the mission of every unit  in the airlaion. so, if by 

ohance, hewas dropped anpkere but cm his o m  drop zone, he could 

intelligently prowed to the nearest division objective and make 

his prescmoe fe l t .  Aa an afterthought, instruotiotle were giwm %a 

the effeot that  i f  a laern could do nothing else, he wan t o  cut linrs 



of oommioations. The- t o s t ruo t i a s  resulted in telephme l ines 

in Xarmandy being out 5s five thousand different places. (15) 

The missims of various units  of the 82d Airborne D i v i a i c m  as 

o m r e d  in our b r i e f k g  nsre ae follonar 

The 606th Paraahute h f a a t r y  to land, gcmerdly, vest  of 

STg E3RE E n I S E  end east  of the PEBDERET RIVER, seise b r i d g r  a t  

LA FIERE ead CHEF DU PCIIBT, olear the torn of STE E3RE EGLISE Qd 

the area surrounding b inolude the seewing of Lnnding W e  If far 

the leading of +he 826th Glider Infantry md supporting troops of 

the division. (see Hag B) 

The 608th Parsohuh Infantry aaa t o  lmd, gmerilly, n o r h a t  

of the junotian of the PIEBDEWT aad DOUVE RIVIP&S, destroy arossbgr 

of  the DOUVS a t  ETDBVILtE aad BBa2WIUE.U BASTILLE and d e a r  i t a  

assigned seotor. (Sere Xap B) 

Ths 326th Glider Infantry an8 to land before asld after dram of 

D-Day on LZ W south of STE MERE EGLISE md nus t o  ass is t  the 506th 

Paraahate Infantry aad to comstitute the division r e s e m .  

The 607th Parachute Infantry was t o  laad rest of the MEiUXBT 

BIVEB and north of AMPREITILLE, secure the high gromd north tmd erst 

of GOWBBSVILLE, msint the 505th Parachute bfantry in the seisure 

of the bridge a t  U FI&BE and t o  olear fhe m s i p d  see*. (See 

Eaoh battalico, eaah oasopmy, was given a speoifio mirsim. 

Ilore thtm l l a t ,  eaah platoon, eaoh squad, was told exactly what t o  

do dter aeeatbly. Theso deta i ls  have laag aince been forgotfen 

end why not? $or acr you w i l l  see, things didn't work reoarding ta 

0 
(13) ~ e r s d n a l  knowledge5 (14) A-1, p. 3. 



plan. They did work though, and all objectives m e  taken. w i t h  none 

t a k a  ever relinquished. 

Rrie~rtation aad briefing ware oo~upleted. l b q  man hew the 

detai ls  of his mission better than he had ever hown auy-thbg befBCb 

mad there vas nothing more fo be done, Lut to relax and wait. Men 

played ball,  told stories, shot dioe, attsndsd oimroh cod aovies. 

'Pbe t i n m  passed qniokly. 

in the h g a r  in f3ftaan minutes, it is a m  1980." Ten dnutes  ntr. 

all that  vere needed because it was f e l t  that  t h i s  was what werp 

me had been so ac~ioae ly  awaiting. It waa. 'Phere were pep talkr 

through oharmela in reverse, dssi&mt Dfrrision C~maaclder, BeginenCal 

C-er and Battalion CDPrrnaLlder, but they m e  short and effeotim. 

The Battalim Cammder ended his by saying, "Be a t  your plmes 8s 

previowly assigned a t  2300." The f i r s t  sergeants maembled their  

respective oqcmies  5 d  prepared to seoure equipmeat and move to 

the planes. lbn the oompaaies were f o m d  aud emryme was ready 

t o  m, the oompmy commders eddenly realized that  Chis would 

be the last ti= all of these men would ever be together sPd pro- 

bably said somthbg  like, "We ham worked lang and hard for this 

aoaemt. Collectively and individually, yon are the best  m a  in the 

world. 'This time tomowow we w i l l  be on our first objective md 

dl1 have made our Pirat cmtr ibut im toward winning the vorst rar 

the world has ever known. We won't all be there, solos of us rlll - _ 
fall along the my and for  those rho f a l l ,  it n i l 1  laem e doubling 

of e f for t  for those who stand. k d  bleaa your right, F-8 for- 



When the oompanies reaahed their planes, they farmd the para- 

ahutes and equipmeat bundles already there, so they started leadbag 

the Lamdles cmd f i t t i n g  the o h t e s  w i t h  a confident s p i r i t  Chat made 

oare fee1 glrrd that he mas arre of thm+. There *re Prcsa tien to eighfsMm. 

m a  per plane, making a total of nkre planes per r i f l e  corapany. The 

pilots  &id c r w  lpembers of the a i r a r e  had n e t  gst arrived. A t  

about 2550 they cam and j m p m a b r s  (ranking offieer ar n a n - a d s -  

sioaed offiaer in each 'stiok") mado Plnal aheoks and ooordinaticn 

as to signals, jumping al t i tade of the plane, eta. DeMla had been 

previously worked out 5a a pilotrju!upmastsr joint  briePlag, no, ae- 

tually, auyl&ing dune now raa probably for  reasauranee cmd %a relieve 

n e m s  tasim. The pi lots  did sdd assmcmw that  there was nothiag 

t o  worry about. TheJr would h i t  the drop sane r ight  cm the 'buttpar". 

Aooording to plan, t b  p i lo t  waa to rarn ths j-bra sheui tha 

f l igh t  was bran* minutes fram the drop,sme so final proparat ias 

aould be made. Four minutes from the drop sme, tb p i l o t  would 

svitah m a red light,  loaated cm tke r igh t  side of the e x i t  door. 

A geen light, loaated a t  the sane place, would be the sigaal t o  gob 

'Phs Pathfinder team had taken off frm a neIIpbJr f i e ld  at 2305 

and would be landing to s e t  up a light& "T", soaording t o  plan, a* 

0166. L i t t l e  th;haaght was gi- to the f aa t  that  the lighted *!P 

would never burn and tha t  fhe pathfindera would oalg a l e r t  the Ger- / 

mans that  perhaps .they shauld d m  ready for the arrival of the res t  , 

09 the division. (15) 

Down the l ine  cam ths aamand, 'load upl' There wat! a buatle. 

h d  soon earrya.9 was quiet, set t led into their  s e a k  for the tao 

(15) Persmal Inrowledge. 



and rne-half hour ride to follm. The motors were started and 

warmed up. The planes n r e  iaxied out rnto Cbe rwmray and in tarn 

the leading elearent.8 of the 507th took off a t  00x7. 6 Juue. The 

plmes asembled aad f l e w  in formatim V of Vs s o u h m t  to PjreWTHAH 

headed south t o  WEXKOUTH, thm turned souibvest again to a poaiticm 

north and r s s t  of GUBX8ET ISLBPJD where m ellied ship aaa in posi- 

tion to s e w  as a oheclr-point. %Peryc~le was quiet, many asleep 

or fe igdng sleep as the planes turned west about neventgLfive (75) 

miles from the drop erne. A6 the fwzetion passed north of GGEKSSgP 

ISLAND the pilots  notified +be jmnp-maaters tha t  they were +maw 
minutea out. (See lap C) ! b y  waited another tan minutes thm be- 

gan to aaakea tks relaxed troops end seeae really were relared. Hm 

did they do i t ?  Everyme got up, aboked hi6 wn e q u i m t  and 

"shook out the kinks". Withoat naming, the red l ight  went car, four 

minutes1 =lh west coast of Che peninsula emld be frm the 

doors, whieh aere o p a .  and there uas a heavy fog, d d n g  r is ibi l -  

i t y  ppor. South of BliIQUBBEC some of the plsaes began to rewive 

anti-aircraft f i r e  (small arme end 20 mu). The fonaatio~rrr could 

be seen spreading aad breaking up ta avoid the fire. Soats of ths 

planes were gaining altitude md #e jump m a  supposed to have hen 

made from s ix  b d r e d  feet. In other words, the "buttcm" that  

pilots had referred to ras getting larger and larger. (See Yap D) 

T w  minufesi S b d  up1 Hook up1 Cheok equiplssatl Close up1 Are 

you ready? &mu l ight,  l e t ' s  $01 (16) 

HORMAKDY 

Suddenly everything rasr quiet eraept for some enemy small arms 



f i r e  pepperins away in the distrmce. It was 0232, 6 Jme. Jmp- 

masters checked their  "sticks" as they floated doan, but the fog 

wan s t i l l  s d a t  prevalent snd they could not see enycme. Eaah 

man checked beloar to see where he was going to land -ah, nioe, a 

beautiful f l a t  meadow. Seconds and he was d m ,  splash! Wnter! 

My goshl 'i'he area i s  flooded! %ose raror sharp hnives saved 

many l ives as parachutes and e q u i p m t  were oof m y j  lamy men were 

drmed.  Planes were flyPng over a short distQlce away, so as 

"stioks" asasnrbled theymved in that  general direction, haviag 

salvaged only weapons and maunition from the flooded PERDER&T, 

which had beem determined to be the area of lending. (The author 

of this  nerratire was astong the mss moving to the assembly area, 

so it w i l l  be necessary frorn th is  point on, for purposes of clarity, 

to refer to the group i n  the f i r s t  person, inasmuch as %re was 

no tactical  unity, no organisation.) 'Phrough the hedger- nu 

oould hear voioes, American voices. "Flash" had been designated 

for the challenge instead of "Haltn, so f r c o p  behind a tree, "Flash:" 

The irmnsdiafa reply o w ,  "Flash, hell, th is  i s  Colonel Xalcaey-", 

no we hew 110 were among friends. 

There were a total of about f i f t y  men preremt and Colonel 

Mnloney assigned the senior officer, next t o  hhself ,  a aompany 

cmamier, the job of organizing a perimeter defense nhile he t r ied 

to contact santscme on the only meenp of caamnnicaticm available, a 

very wet SIX 300 radio. I t  didn't work. 

Troopers kept drif t ing in md our fo rm was gaaing. Hen orno 

f'rm a l l  units of the 826 Airborne Division and solae f r m  the l O l s t  

Airborne Divirim, what a hodgepodge of personnal. We learned that 

among those present tlrss General Gavin. This meant that  na m l d  soan 



be moving to attaalc sawone because he - I t  one t o  l e t  grass grow 

underfoot. Nothing happened of ccasequenae and soon it nss dawn. 

We knew nothing of what had happened to angone outaide our own s m a l l  

group. There was no tnaticfal mi*, no supporting weapcaa, jus t  a 

group of invaders who were wadering what had happened to al l  of 

their thorough plsmning. 

Jus t  before dawn the f i rs t  gliders began to caw in. h4 land- 

ed in a flooded area about one hundred and f iPtg  yard6 fram where 

n, had our perimeter s e t  up. Aa the men started t o  eolra out of the 

glider, enemy n a o b  gma f i r e  opened up fran the hedgercn on the 

otber side. We - I t  kuom they were there. Hsd they been there 

since our landing, or had they jus t  moved in? YeJibe they had looat- 

ed our position md*ere attacking us d e n  the glider distractad 

them. Anyway, they -re there aud men w e  being h i t  as they l e f t  

the glider. Fire was plnwd on the general vioinitgr of the msohiae 

gun and it s m d  to be effective, causing a hnporary aessation of 

f i r e  which enabled a few men t o  make the hedgerow behind whioh irr, 

had a m r .  A sergeant informed us tha t  there ras a towd 67 enn 

anti-trolk gun in the glider. We notified General kviP and told hira 

the situation and that  there nus l i t t l e  chanae of getting the gm. 

A message cam baGL frm Colaplel Maloney t o  the effeet  that  we should 

make every effor t  t o  get  it. 'Ehe form in tbe imslsdiate area con- 

eisCed of twelw men and two officers and plans were made t o  s p l i t  it 

in  half. The first half would corer the seecad half by f i r e  as they 

dasbed to the glider, got tbe grm, and dashed bad. (27)  

The p l m  worked perfeotly un t i l  the retr iering group stzcted 

baok, then everything areat wrcng. They oouldnlt tou the gun tbrougk 



the flooded area and as they wure trying, t h y  came rmder f i r e  Prom 

another corner of the opposing hedgerow. Wm aren rare  hiti tbs 

r e s t  made it back, bringlng d t h  them Che breech-block of the nu* 

p a .  Just as they were reaohing cover tm more were hit, me  dead, 

ane wounded through the chest. Colonel Maloney wae notified that 

getting the reapon did not appear to ba praatieable a t  the time, but 

that  we had taken t&a breeoh-bloek. 

About 0900, Lt. Colael  Ostberg, colmnandhg F i r s t  Battalion, 

607th Parachute Infantry, cam dorm frola General Gavinls comas~ld 

post sad informed us that Qeneral Osvin was molring, w i t h  everpone, 

toward LA FIEU to the south and that w wure t o  follow. 'Phis meant 

fording the flooded area which we had already struggled through on- 

earl ier  in the day. We p a l e d  out of our positim, leaviQg the 

rounded marked and a~ o d o r t a b l e  M possible nnd started across the 

marsh. da w rqdeduater, aometimea che8.t. deep, we were aniped at ,  

Prom ahet appeared to be long ranges because of the inaaouraoy of 

fire.  We made the other aide nithout mishap snd lnarohed sou* am't i l  

we reached high ground overlooking LA FIERB BRIDGE. Rben we = r i d ,  

w wure met by General Gavln, rho informed us that  there were enough 

people there end that  we should proceed south, along the railroad. 

to CHEF DU PaTT where we were to seize the towr and then the bridge 

across the XERDERET o m  thorusad yards west of the center of the 

tom. A feumen, who had been able t o  get  some automatic weapons 

frm soma of the bundles dropped as lac jumped, m e  attached for 

this d s r i o n  end, rmder the ccmaaarrd of Colcmel Ostberg, we prcoeed- 

ed doan the railroad foaard CHEF W PWT. There -re about one 

hundred man md offiocrrs altogether, eqaipped only with what the 



men could oarry; r i f les ,  sub-mmhine guns, three machine guns and 
* 

grenades of various types including the British OglPacm grenade d o h  

packed a t e r r i f i c  wallop. We had b a a  told that  it mid knock out 

EtSWTBERE I# B O W D Y  U? E-DAY 

While we were cm our way to CHgF DO PDBiT *e were a l l  probably 

wondering how the RW was going elsewhere in the peninsula for  our 

survival was oertainly dependent uprm tb suoeosa of the othem 

making the inaraim. As we Pound out later ,  by th is  tima t b g s  

were real ly happening on the bsaohea a feu miles anay. We could 

hear the big guns and every man ars praying for a quick break-out. 

But where were the other people. (not -its, there didn't appear to 

be my  units) of the 607th Parachute Infantry? Eow were the other 

units of the 826 Airborne Division doing? 

The 507th emd the 508th had been dispersed an the drop. Ike 

505th had fared s d a t  better, but the 326th Glider Infsntry had 

been the v i c t i m  of some bad crashes, end w m  having some early dif- 

f icul t ies  w i t h  its ennsmbly. The 507th had the poorest d r q i  in- 

stead of a trenQ-five hundred yard drop zone, t r o q s  wore scatter- 

ed a distmee of for* milee. Sows had hit their  ob jeo t i~e ,  h e  - 
ever, and w e  cut off from the r e s t  of %he divisim. This group, 

oo~lsisting of swera l  hundred and offiaera, ran fighting fw 

. , its l i f e  a t  w i t h  Colonel BXillet, 607th b g h e n t a l  Cam- 

mender. Other wall groups, varying in size from ten to two hun- 

dred men, m e  here and there, fightfng Germens shere they found 

The wide dispersion actually proved ad~~ntageons to the in- 



vabrs. Ths G e m 6  did no t  know &re t o  furn nor whoa to fry t o  

dispose of first. Their anti-airborne defenses were of no use t o  

them because they were nemr  able to locate  enough American trooplr 

t o  c d t  thsir mobile s t r i k b g  force. There m u l d  be a report  of 

located par8troopers; they would send patrols  out t o  dispose of 

me.ll groups md the patrol6 would be eslbuahed saroafe. The Germas 

aatual ly  espeoted airborne troops t o  be used tmd were prepared Ear 

than, but they had anticipated an orgmired drop. They had three in- 

fant ry  divisions on the peninsula, the 91st, 709th and the 2456, al l  

t r a h e d  in =ti-airborne defense. (See Map A) General Falley, Cmw 

manding General of the 91st, had Ule r i g h t  idea; he chose to 5nfluence 

the b a t t l e  in the ea r ly  hours by going out t o  see what was going on. 

General Fall- waa moag the first Gens&r t o  d ie  in ~aTrnaPdp+ (20) 

The SOBtb, referred t o  prevtously as having fared somwrhat bet ter  

on the drop, had taken STB MERE EUISE and fighting t o  hold Lt. 

l'be c i t y  had been ocoupied jus t  before daylight bg the Sd Battalion. 

Other elements of the 505th rere engaged a t  LA FIJBE ERmGE where 

the  Qerrmms had the bearefit of rn almost idea l  defeasire parition. 

Insamueh as it does no t  d i f fe r  great ly  fron the position a t  CBEP MI 

PCNP we n i l 1  nave back there f o r  mom detai led deecriptions. (21) 

CHEF DU P(XiT 

By nuw, 1000, 6 June, Colmel ostberg aad h i s  farce, caaprised 

of men f ron  all anib of the  507th and same froln the  608th had 

reached the ra i l road  s t a t i a  a t  CHEF W WElT d t h o u t  opposition. 

The ra i l road  etat i -  WM the oenter of tha t o m  and tbe all brpartfmt 

bridge was about one thousand yards souihmst. A squad mas sent t o  

(20) A-4, p. 18, 19s (21) k4, p. 17. 



clear the seot im of tosa northeast of the station, whioh they did 

without incident, while the remainder of the force, preceded by 

Colael  Ostberg and about a squad, staFted a race through the part 

of the t o m  leading t o  the bridge. This goup *as fired upon from 

several buildings sidteateonaly. Four of the msa were h i t  and the 

remainder m r o  forwd to hold un t i l  the tam could be egsttnnatical- 

1y cleared. Phis took about two hours, card a t  that, most of the 

Germans had withdram ahead of us, apparently headed for the bridge. 

Speed s e d  t o  be the r a m r .  It was f e l t  t ha t  fhe bridge =st be 

taken before the Germans ooald organize their  defense, so wo nad. a 

rani-organized daeh for it. We w r e  too l a b .  Two d f i o e r s  reached 

the bridge and were both shot, one toppling off the bridge in to  the 

wnter, the other fa l lb ig  m the eaetern approach. T b  of'fioer tap- 

pliag in to  the r iver  happened t o  ba Col. Osthrg. He ras resoued 

shortly afterwards by the heroic aotion of fso soldiers of the W7th 

and lived to f ight  again. The other officer waa dead. Lt. Col. 

Ealoney, previously referred to, arriwd with about seventy-five 

aore rmn shortly afterwards and nrt s e t  about to dislodge the stubbom 

-'=Y. 

To qpreaia te  the diff icult ies ocslffonting us, m analysis of 

the terrain and approaches l a  necessary. The railroad s p l i t  the town 

end #e bridge lay t o  the south md rest of the rnilroad station. 

Ecuses lined both sides of the road leading to the bridge sad a short 

distence before reaohing the bridge (260 pards estimated frat mcrmoq)  

and cm the l e f t  side of the road *as a large areranery which aur quite 

high and afforded good obsorvatidfrcap an upstairs aindorr. South 

of the orecrmsry and on throe sides of the bridge there were obstacles 



(flooded areas). For practical purposes, the cmly approaoh t o  the 

bridge vae the one we had chosen, through CHEla DU FWT. The approaohm 

from the west were not approaches, i n  a military sense. They were 

oauaemap, long and atralght and complotelyfloaded on both rides. 

Re were in an ideal positicm if re could clear the west s i b  of the 

river; w could hold that  bridge m r t i l  the riortr frore - md bar 

in miad, this ma dims. The few Gamma r.najping there nere fight- 

ing "with their  batb t o  the raUm. Ilo me oauld hope ta attaok 

suae*srfully or withdraw a l q  these aaw~era~n  n i t h a t  a proponder- 

awe  of support- FZres. These we did n& h, but ~ t b l e s o ,  

rs m e  in the outekfrt. of CHEF DU'POIJT d t h  onr hundmd end 

awwnlpf iw men. " R b t  sire r, r*lting for, let's take the lPidgetm 

Fro attempt. t o  storm the bridge m e  ~ u c o c ~ s f u l ;  there lmut be 

a batter my. We did S U O Q ~  frr eloaring the eastezn r ide of tk 

bridge, harsrsr, by H l l b g  about knmty-four Germ16 oe8upJlinc: 

p o 8 i t i e ~ s  alcag the shouldera of the road. P w i t i m s  alarrg the 

edge of the road east  of the Mdge  m e  olrwt uuf.pable nor, hem 

e r u ,  keaume of r i f l e  md direot artillery f i r e  e d a g  from our 

right flsalc. (22) 

Just a8 it res beghnhg  t o  look .cr though r, miflibht haw a 

ahlamate, Colonel Halonoy ma oalled baak to LA FIERE xith all  

n m  available, leaving cmly about tbir+four man at CHEF DO FTXT. 

Almost with hi8 departure three Wnga h a p p d r  (1) direet Pire 

cm our poaitioaa a r sd  fhe areaawy r.dpured our n t r a g t h  t o  fRmty 
no rii 

-8 (2) from cia o b a m t i d , i n  the oreanmry, about a eoplq?eq of 

Garmaan oauld be o b w d  m a b g  s i r 4  orir left rears snd (5) na 



offleer delivured a ausrage f roaa  Chwrl kvln, 'Hold at all oosts." 

It waa pretty obvioua that it couldn't oost too rsach, baf at the 

saao t h ,  it ras doubtf'ul if ae oould hold something w didn't 

yet have. Reinioroennntr -re asked f w  a& almost as from heam 

\ 
C-47's b g a n  t o  appear, droppbg bundles of mapom crrrd amamtitiam. 

- \ I  

\ '  ,7< QPe bundle of BO nm mortar ammiti- "dropped right  in eur l.prnr 

We o d d  uae th i s  for we had a sixty amtar but no mtmnmifion~ 

Within thiriq minular the offioer whe rho prerlously d e l i ~ e ) ~ .  

ad the "hold a t  all omtsn masage return& with 100 nmn curd a 

taasd 57 ap p whieh ru pulled Into p w i t i m  m orrr riBe of the 

bridge and m s0.rted rhootiag at rhcre we thought tke amsqy f ie ld  

pieoe t o  be. We didn't h i t  it, I'm esttaln, bubn, M p e d  its 

f i r e  and that was our primary dealre. Skrrmg positloan wre as*- 

ized t o  the rear in the neck of our position end alaug tho flooded 

arem m either side of the roed jlut ea8t of the Widp.  There 

defenses m e  t i ed  in d t h  tb. netwe.1 olmtaoles oa -&roe eider of 

. We opened f i r e  with every mspm wa oould get into positi0pp. 

belrading our f30 K) mortar whieh ae n a  had Urn for, sol the 

mrtern appmaoh to the bridge. On & prearrarqd signal, a shmt 

frgn our 57 which we nos f e l t  so seoure d t h ,  all PWM lifM aud 

ten men and me offlom stomad the b i d p  lrent into position 

m the ae~ksn approaeh to p a r d  the oaxueway~. (Sea Y[eg B) Firs 

Gswans xade a rum for it donn the death trap oaaaaway. a& M aud- 

d m  M ths death of these fivw Ge-, the batt le  waa over. %a 

bridge ras ours aad w lmer w a d d  hold it, but Uka all rlotories 

i n  *af, re shared a l e t  down feeling. We h e w  it rcrs still a 1% 

ray to BBBLIPT. We bogen t o  orgrmise and *row eur pooitbm md 

tend t o  aueh pressing thing. sr f i r e t  rid t o  the romrdod, twenty- 



five in num?mr, who oould not be -ate& for a 1- of cmy plaae 

to .pamala thesb We gathered Urs bodies (5 t& dead aftat dark- 

ness, a l l  ire oould fbad, e l m  Aaerioa~lcr a d  f e r tp tb ree  Germrurur, 

and covered them r i t h  parachutes. 

D-Day aas about over and it had gme fast. In a l i t t l e  rhile 

it would be D plum 1. Ubm would the bsach Poreea oontaet rre ? 

They should bsn, already done so. M a y b e  the whole invades had 

failed. M h r  all, we hew nothiag of ths  sitaatia .mqt as it 

existed in CHEF DO PmT, cmd CHBZF DU PCST L really a rery 4 1  

town. A t  2400 hours, our fears m e  dispelled; rwaanaisseinca 

elemmats of tb 4th Infantry Division e e l d  into om ee-y 

w d ,  o q l e t e  r i t h  r a t iw  aPd evorgthing. lsadingr had 

 goo^ welln, the Limtcmart raid, *Thaolnr fo you fellarm." 

"No s l e q  last night, Ceptainw. !&is asme from Liwferreat 

Charles h s ,  *ire hed beem around aost of tb day, havlng coma in 

d t h  the Pathfinders at 0156 hours. "We are ln good a w e  herew, 

he oontinued. "Why dcn9t w a f s r t  taking ram sh i f t s  ms s l q  ?* 

& L i a h a n t  hues made himself o d o r t a b l e  far a shsrt  sleep, 

the smell of death tha t   TI t o  be n i th  ru for a laag #la to oosr, 

had begun t o  permeate the night air. It aas D plan 1 in Ibxnmdj. 

(29) 

AXALYSLS &D CRITICISM 

In &g a s k d y  of th i s  operatim, it i s  q whim tbat 

the dacieion t o  use Uborn* Troops in aupport of fh. invmion of 

F'rmcs aas a d a e  me., There 
, &.I- 

in  the ~ o t a n t i n . k e  oemfused 

i n  no doubt that the (iewan foreen 

Imd disorgmixod end were not able 



resist the beaoh l m d i n g  M they otherwise would ham b e e  

The training sod preparetian far  the i n m i o n  l r u e  t h o r e  

cmd w r y  effective. It i s  qnesticmsble h-r, d&br tke ad- 

ventages g a h d  f rom a night drop o u h i g h  tb o h i o n  of our 

crm troops resulting therefrom. OP course tbr, s i k a t i o n  w i l l  

diotate the mwrer, but lahere there is  a preponderance of air 

p m r  fpvaring tbs hvaders, it i s  opinion that  a tsll c* 

ordinated day drop, srpported by air strikes into the area i u b  

&&alp bairn and during tbe drop uould lwm a krtter obslltoe 

of ~~ W008(1S. 

Eriefing was w e l l  planned and the f aa i l i t i e s  p r d d e d  m e  

excellent. Security nas leaintained throughout, om*iba#Py; 

materially t o  the el-t of surprise, so essential to ths ma?- 

098s of this  operatria. There did seem t o  be a laek of knmledge 

ooplceming tb nature of the terra in  emomg emtall uni t  e-a, 

however. For sxraple, the flooded HERDERT RIVER and the hedge- 

roua m e  not planned far and oonaequently M o a p p e d  rmmwnt 

initially. ¶'here rss a tremmubue amotakt of equipmant and sam 

persormel l o s t  in the flooded waters. It is doubtf'ul tha t  ths 

advantages gained *om drcpping so near to assigned objectives 

justified these losses. ih mny canes it reaulted in  a splitting 

of lmits end d e  reorganization more diff'idt; these oasee 

being, where a part  of a uni t  dropped oa the east  bank of the r i m  

and a part  m the asst bank. (24) 

Berial recormaisscmce end photography are the best smcw of 

information oonoerrring ahenges being d e  in propwed landing areas. 



A omstcmt stady of aerial photographs of the 8- Airborne Div- 

ision's area reeultsd in a ocmpl~ia chaage of planm ten d a p  prior 

t o  the b~asia. Of course no one ]mom what m l d  have happened 

had tbe Division dropped on the brist l ing mti-airbocne defenses 

around ST SdmWDR LR VICOUTB, a8 originally plrmnsd, ht such a 

drop ooula have easily been diswtrous. 

The Germaas had a eownd p lm for rmti-&boI7ie defense in ' 

Bormandy and probably would have been more suooessful against an 

orgmieed drop. Their p l m  did not differ greatly f rom our own 

present doctrine of anti-airborne defense and t h y  made the saar, 

mistakes that  ire might oonoeivably make under similar oircmnstcmcea. 

Their seleotion of probable landing ereas r~ld  objectires ww wnoanny. 

'Eheb use of passive defense measures rae relatively sn~cessful  in 

that  many gliders were crashed apm landing. Where their p lm  f e l l  

d m ,  hammer, was in their inabil i ty ta detewine when to o d t  

their mobile striking force, the crnx of fhe *ole mti-airborne 

defense. The mobile strildng force i s  a reserve and the sma prin- 

ciples governing the o d h e n t  of my reserve should g- here, 

'l'he invadhg airborne forcee emnot be looked upon aa mytking but 

a penetraticm and should lm dealt with aocordingly. l'he Geresrrs 

mhittled d m  their  stzildng form in 51 eff& to eliminate sost- 

tered resistcmoe. They did not fix the enemy before larmchirrg a 

counterattack. They offset the tremcardous advmtage that  they 

should have gained by the airbozne invaderis dispersed drop by 

dispersing their om forces, thus neutralizing their own support- 

ing f i res  and affording amal l  groups of determined invaders spl 

opportunity to seize l ight ly  held key objeotfvw. (25) 

(25) Personal homledge. 



A nore oaapleta d o r s ~ g  be-en alrbOrpO forms sad 

sir foroe persormel transporting them is essential. The drop 

zone of the 507th Paraohute Infantry should hare b a a  ZSMJ ysrdrr 

soross a t  the widest point. betead, troops of U s  regiment irere 

soattered over rrpld BP~I  S O l e s  mross a t  its widest point. There 

i s  no reason why techaiquer ooald not be dewloped to *rove upm 

t h i n  and in q opiaimi saoh h h u i q w s  nuant be derslqod before 

organlged night parachute drops ospl be W e .  The gee of patlrfiader 

teams sdght ba the aasarr, but aa datparratraf.d in this operatian, 

thei r  use probablywill man a loss of the aL1 l ~ ~ o r t f m t  elII1PBb.t 

of elaprise. 

Aasemblg rar diff ioult  but 9aa effectively aoomplislmd oon- 

aidering the poor drop. It waa not carried out socording to plm, 

hontvcnr, md resulted in groups of men frcnn differeat tmits band- 

ing together Wkidlly.  %Is waa samewhat oauftwing in that  there 

*as no taotioal  unity, no orgiinixaticm md no eoordhaticm. 

There rae no attempt made, on the part of saay of the o f f i ogs  

oo~mtaPldlng +bee hodmodgo groups, t o  orgodae them into fig& 

ing mite .  These sass offiaars, t o  be oosamnded for  their bravery, 

foolishly were ki l led or wouuded tsJring to lead squad a t tack.  

Resvpply o f  airborne troop6 i r  esecmtial aa soon M pousible 

t o  offset oqaipxwnt l o s t  m the drop. This resupply probably 

would be nade prior t o  any link-up and therefore dl1 ham to be 

d e  by air. Ths drops rhould be planned new unlt  objeotivwi t o  

o q e n a a t e  Po= a laok of trlmaportatlon. (26) 

A mil p l d  , w e l l  emoutad airborne operaticsl or~laot be 

h i e d  initial suooess, Any airborne operation oamrot be denied 

(26) Personal howledge. 



sustained srrooess rmless it is properly dealt d t h  by the defend- 

ers. Airborne troops mist subatitnte a g g r e a s i ~ e s s  for sgpport- 

i a g  arme cmd equipment a d  maurt u t i l i r e  obstacles t o  the fu l les t  

in holding objestives anoe takem. 

1. Vsluable training tiras osp be l o s t  iP troaps are not 

stat imed where training fao i l i t i es  are available. 

2. haining should be desieped to cmtiaipats probable aom- 

bat eventualities so that  troops w i l l  be prepared for them. 
/-- 

3. Pmy of the advantages gained in a night airborne oper- 

ation are offset by the amfusion resulting amang par t ia ipathg 
-- - 

airborne peracanul. 
. - , 
4. Mrbomo uuits om be eqloyed very sffestively t o  as- 

s i s t  in the ea t ab l i abmt  of beaahheads. 

5. Sermrityis  essential t o  the mewss of an a i r m e - I n -  

-&an. 

8. Every laan must be briefed thoroughly for tm airborne 
A- 

operation, therefore d e w l e d  briefing fao i l i t i es  are needed. 
/ 

. . 
1 I . j  7. Flooded areas are vwy effeatire as paasire mi-air- 

.~ . " , ,. ~ . - . . . .  

- . t - r.  .' 8. Daily curial photograph. of probable r-. of operati- 
.. .~ . . . . ...,. . - . .  

9. Passim defense measures of tha "Bomml*s pargel" type - -  - 

a t im w i l l  be llurde followbg an airborne lmdkag, is essential. 



11. Anti-airborne defense s t r ikfng  foroes should net be o m  

12. A quiok link-up with besoh feroes is i rpor taa t  for na& - - -- . - 
A .  

effeetivu w e  of .irborne *oops an aueh an operation as desoribed 

in this leonograph. (27) 

18. There i s  a need f o r  u quiok release cm paraohute hmness 
. .. . . . . . . .  .... " . . .  . . . . .  -.-* ..' 

t o  enable the p a r a o h t i s t  t o  Prw Mnself quiokly eopeoially i f  he 

should ka thoroughly indoctrinated with the importauce of a %lose 
-. .l.-...- . . . . . . . . .  

dropW. 
--.- 

15. There should be sma umor proteotiun cm troop oarr ier  
a .4 - 

\ pir ,I,. ., , t o  r e d ~ *  tb. MlbP of p i l o t %  t*g e-i~. ~ti.. 
1- 

,yJ- ,,< " 
-6, upan enoouutering mti-crirmaft fire. 

fl- 16, Airborne troaps nmt be prepared t o  f i g h t  upan landing -- . 

Rithout t a c t i c a l  lmity or supporting nuapcms. -- . 

is a t  h i s  command post where he oan beat  rewive reports  d om- 
... . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... 

t r o l  mti-airbornr defamses. If he leaves his peat  ko try 
- . . A  - ............ . . .  

t o  inf lmoe the  f ight ing he i. oaly one more of 

18. da off icer  should be an agaggeasinr lender t u t n o t  foolish. 
................... ............ ........ -. 

Ha shoald "fight h i s  uni t ,  no t  himself'". 

19. ~ , , & v , ~ b o r n a  troops i s  ..... easaat ia l  .;.-.. aa soon ar ... is 


