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THE OPERATICON OF A MIXED GROUP FROM TNITS OF THE 607TH PARACHUTE
INFANTRY (82D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE INVASIGN OF FRANCE, &~
' | JUNE 1944, :
(HORMANDY CAMPAIGN) ' -
(Personal | Experience of a Company Commmdar)

IN TRODUCTIN

~ This menograph covers the operaticns of a Mixed Group from
Taits of the S07th Perachute Infautry (82d Alrborne Divisimm) in
the Invasion of France, § ~ 7 June 1944,

et

- "Flaah, hell,_fhig is Colcmel Malomey", not quite the pre-

seribed responss to & challenge, but é_mrthelgas one that served
to identify a friend in the enemy iafested hedgerows of Normady
early the morning of .67 June 1944, L%, Colmel A. A. Haloney,
Regimental Executive Officer of the 507th Parachute Infantry, had
sssembled about £ifty (50) men wd the challanging perty, Compeny
Commsnder, Gamggy B, 507th Parachute Infentry, was elated to

'Aq},:ed how things were going, Colonel Malonsy replied, "ot
80 good, we haven't emough people assembled here %o taks our
first objective,” That was something that hadn't been anticipated.
.&ll_objaoﬁns in the Siates had beeu taken without too mmch dif-
ficulty. For example: there was the jump on and the seizure of
an _airfiald in DENVER, mﬁ, almost without mishq::. W&s ‘bh:'!.a
operation_to be so different? It wam't so different, actually,
when things began to qﬁtol#-. In order to understand the situatiecn
2t the hadgoruw :eeting, it is necessary first to discuss events
leading wp to it. (1)

(1) Perscnal kmowledge.



TRAINING 'FOR THE INVASICN

Barly in Decembor 1943, the 507th Parachute Infamtry, with
the S08th Parschute Infeutry, comprisimg the 2d Airborne Brigads,
set sail from NBW YORK end fourteen days later disembarked st
BELPAST, NORTH IRELAND. From there they moved by trein to the
vicinity of PORTRUSH and PORT STEWART, NORTH IRELAND. While here,
the Brigede was attached to the ieﬁrm 824 Airborme Diviaiom,
which, less the 504th Parachute Infantry Combat Team, had just
arrived from SICILY aand ITALY, The 504th Combat Team had remained
in ITALY whers it was Pighting in the mountains north of the
VOLTURNO RIVER,

Short, wet days and long, oold nights, along with a complete
lack of facilities for airborne training made NORTH IRELARD &
most undesirable place to prepars for saything resembling an in-
vasion, 8o, early in Febru#ry 1944, the Division waz moved to the
English Midlands in the vicinity of NOTTINGHAM-LIECESTER. (2)

An intensive airborne training program, comsisting of a
se}-j.és of battallon jumps end prghlm designed to prepare the
%foops for any eventuality, was carried on for the next several
months, This training emphasized principles peculiar to airborne
units, such as: "(a) spesd snd initiation of combat immedistaly
upon laading; (b) retention of initiative wntil mission ascomplishe-
od; (o) recognition of isolation as & normal battlefield condie
tion; (d) readiness of all wmits to attack or defend inm ell
directions at sy time; (e) 4mprovisation of weapons and equip~
ment; use of enemy weepns end defenses; (f) preperedness to
conguer or die.”  (3) The battalimn jumps were culﬁinmbed by e

{(28) A-1, Section I, p. 13 (3) A-2, p. 24,



division jump, whi:eh, +though no one realized it at the time, was
besed on a hypothetical situstion smagingly similar to the "pay
ofe* a fow short wesks away. All of these jumps were made at

pight. (4)

PLANNTHG FOR THE INVASION

Vhile training was going om end even long mon ths hé:pz;a, as
far back as Hay:‘lw. plans fof ‘the impending i.t‘was_i.onrweyre in
the meking et COSSAC (Chief of Staff, Supreme Allied cM&). |
The pim? as presented 'bo.tha Combined Chiefs of Staff im July
1943, eﬁﬁﬁimed the use of five (5) imfantry divisions in the
assaﬁlf. on the beaches, supported by three airborne di_.visiem o
acoomplish missions which will be discussed more in detail present-
BT | o o o | ,

‘The First United States Army, campésad of the V and VII Corps,
wes to assault l.ltrid.e the mmw ETU.ARY with the 4th Infantry
Divieion, VII Corps (mi_; Beach), between VARREVILLE and the estu-
ery end the lst amd 29th Infantry Divisions, V Corps (Omahe Beach),
beteen VIBRVILLE and COLLEVILLE,  VII Corps was to oepture CHERBGURG
ag quiockly es possible and the V Corps was to develop operations
soutlwards toward ST. LO. N

The Bri'ﬁj.sh Second Army was to lend botwoen ASNELLES and
OUISTREHAK (Gold, Juno end Sword Bgaches)»wiﬁz the task of engag-
ing German armer and protecting the left flank of the First Tnited
States Army, (See Map A) (5) |

General Eisenhowsr, Supreme Allied Commender, felt that the
employment of two of the sirborume divisions in support of the troops
assaulting the VARREYIILE beaches was esgantial.- dis opinion

was supported by the fact that the terrain behind the beaches was
(4) A~-2, p. 24, 25; (5) A-5, p. 33.
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-u'aw:sed by deadly ceuseweys which, if not ceptured from the rear,
could eazily be ssaled off, thus meking the leanding ares a deathk
trep to the beach sssaulters, By seizing these causewsys, ‘the air-
borne troops could contribute to the success of the overall plen |
by prevanting movement of Germen reserves into the beach ares. BStaff
plenners maintained, however, that airborne forces lmnding in this
area would surely suffer from 75 - 80% casualties, but the decision
was mede, end I quots from the Supreme Commender's Report, "Support
by the‘ad.rboma troops was essential, and I ultimately took upon my~
se?_.f the heavy responsibility of deciding that the a.ir_que_opera— _
tion against the Cotentin be carried out. The daci_.s:lon, once taken,
was loyally and efficlently executed by the airborme forces, end it
is to them that immessurable credit for the subsequent success of

the western operation belengs.” (8)

TEIS -I8 -IT

kainiﬁg snd planning continued, with the many hardened troops

destined to meke the invasion, wnaware of ?hat rols they wers to
play, until without werning, on 1 April 1944, regimental steffs were
briefed. Even this startling indiocation of what wes rapidly ap-
proaching went practically wmoticed beceuse the steff went about
its work in the normal way, saying nothing a.bqut what they knew,

of _.c_sourse, wi'l:hths informaticn they had, only & guess ocould have '
been venmrad‘ as --l:o_ when the eventful dey was going to ﬁa. Finally,
on 1 May 1944, batta.lion_ staffs were triefed which caused some ex- )
citm'l: for all felt that the time must be near. Two waeks passed,

though, end nothing heppened, snd just as everyone was begimning to

(6) A3, p. 4.



rala;x, compeny oommenders were called into the *war room", sworn

to all out secrecy and briefed. Elaborate plming and preparation
had gome into the "war room", detailed meps, photogrephs and send
tables werse available in abundence., The company cmmdafs were
told everything in the greatest detail, except - when it was going
to heppen. (7)

MISBICN -OF THE AIRBOREE

~ The 6th British Alrborme was to lamd ncrth of CARN » protect the
left flemk of the beach lendings end seize bridges over the OME
RIVER and CAEN CANAL in order to block the movememt of Germer troops
to that seotor of the beach.

The Hnited States 101at Air'bome Division was to land norih of

CARBNTAN with the mission of blocking movement of Germen reserves
end geizing orossings of the MERDERET RIVER in preperation for &
advance to the west, (See Map 4) (8) ' o

"The 82d Airborne Division was to land by parachute and glider

bg_for;e and after dewn on D-Day west of ST SAUVECR LE VICUMTE:
seize, clear md secure the general erea ST JAOQUES DE NEHOU -
BESNEVILLE (both inclusive} = ST SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE (exclusive) -
BLANDAMOUR (inclusive), and recrgenize; selgze and destroy thoe » 7.«\}5"
arossings of the PRAIRIES HAREOAGETSB narth ofI.A smesunm"; ra.‘l:
ST SAUVEUR DE PIERRE P(NT; destroy the crossings of the OLLONCHDE
RIVER in the vicinity of 5T LO D*OURVILLE and block cressroads
vieinity LE CHEMIN; prevent enemy forces moving north between ST LO
D'OURVILLE and junotion of DOUVE RIVER with FRAIRTE MARECAGEUSES 3
and protect the scuth flsnk of VII Corps morth of the ssme line",
(S0 Msp B) (s) | o D
(7) Perascnal knowledge; (8) 4-4, p. 113 (9) A=}, p. 2.



O 26 May, closer to D-Day than mayome realized, just as

. oompeny commenders were about to became fully :@‘auiliar with exactly
what was to be done, everyme, alresady briefed, was called into the
“war room" enly to find all the besutiful sand tables and map dis-
pleys destroyed, with staff officers sad enlisted assistents laber-
iocusly preparing new mes.

Whet did this mean? The snswer was soon apperent. The 82d
Airborne Division's mission had been chenged. A consteant sfmdy_r ‘
sorisl photogrephs, being made of the Divisiom's erea daily, reveal-
od thet the Germans had moved & new divisicn (later found to be the
91st Infentry Division) into the general ares of ST SAUVEUR LE
VICOMTE and were busily engaged in comstructing pessive end active
anti-sirborne dergnsaﬁ. The fassiw defenses consisted of "Rommel~
spargel” {Rommel s asparagus, named for the Germen Commender in the
West), poles spaced 75 to 100 yards apart on all likely landing
zones, treacherous cbstacles for gliders, and en elaborate system
of qnti-j:ersmol mines and booby traps to acoommodate the paratrocp-
ors. The active defenses consisted of prepared gun positions end
soncentrations to fire observed fire from Hill 110 to cover the
eutire area), It looked as though intelligence was working over-
time for both the "red” end the "blue". (10) -

The revised miﬁsicm of the 824 Airborne Division waes to be:
"Land by parachute end glider before snd sfter dmm of D-Day

agtrids the

MERDERET RIVER, seize, clear amnd gecure 'kh_e general
ares within its zone; ocapture STE MERE EGLISE; selse and secure

the erossings of the MERDERET RIVER at LA FIERE smd CHEF DU PONT

(10) A-4‘ p. 12, 130



end a bridgehead covering thems; seize snd destroy the crossings
of the DOUVE RIVER at BEUZEVILLE LA BASTILLE and ETIENVILLE; pro-
teot the northwest flank of VII Corps within the division zemes
and be preparsd to advence west on Corps order to the line of the
DOUVE north of its junctiorn with the PRATRIE MARECAGEUSES," (See
Mep B) (11)

The 82d Airborne Division plemmed to accomplish its asliggad
missior by dividing the division into three forces: Force "A", com-
maded by Brigadier Gemeral (now Msjor Gemeral) Jemes M. Gevis,
Aggistent Division Commsuder, to be oamnitted before demn of D-Day
and to include, in the main, the three parachute regiments, 505th,
507th and 508th, plus'gnch supporting and cﬁnﬁrol elemaents 88 were
necessary; Force “B" » commsuded by Major General Matthew B. Ridgway,
Division Commander, to be committed by glider before and after damn
of D-Dey end to include the S525th Glider Infentry, the bulk of
Division Artillery and other supporting elements of the division
(Gunorallﬁidgﬁay_aetyally jumped with Force "A" resulting from a
last minute chenge in plgns);_Fgrge.‘cf,_eqqmnndod by Brigadier
Gemoral Goorgs P. Howsll, Comanding Gsmersl, 2d Atrborne Infantry
Brigado, to be ocmmitted by sea, to lend between D plus 2 md D
plus 7 and to include all_glﬁpgnta of the divisiem not alr trans-
portable along with attached tanks and tank destroyer wnits. (12)

Preparation was ocntinued in the 507th in & serious but high
spi;itgd'wny. Equipment mmdies wararlgid ouk, ohookeg, rqlled_&nd
merked. Individual soldiers were busy taking care of personal snd
special equipment that each desired to take alqu,' Trench knives

were made raszor sherp and everymme equipped himself with an exira

(11) A-1, Section II, p. 2; (12) A&~1, Sectiom II, p. 2,3.



haifa_ _of hiz owm ohooqing. 7 Pr_'agtically every piece of _govarnmt
squipment wae improved upon to fit the whims of each individual,
Finally the 507th was ready to go. Where? When? These
questions were asked many times, for no ane hed been h&iefgd below
the company commsnders. Was it emother practice jump or wes it the
.roal thing? After all, this had been done my_ﬁmsrbafox_'e.
Without warning on 29 May, trucks arrived %o pick up the pqu;pmt
bundles that had been ready for deys; the cemp was sogléd and the
order ceme - “get ready to move®. In less than two hours the unit
was on its way to the marshalling areas located at nearby airfields.
Upon arrivel, the fields were found to be ccmpletely fe:_u_sed_'in_md
under armed guard. There was no question in anyone's mind now,
this was it. Bxcitement ran high and alzmost everyome was a@tually
anxious to "got the show on the road”. Prior to our arrivel, tunks
hed been set up in hengars largs enough %o 2coommodate &n entire
battalion. A8 soon as the Vtz"oops wore _gettle;i, the company commend-
ors ware called in md assigned briefing tents, complete with pre-
pered send tables, maps end photographs showing cur zome of operatiom
in the‘ greatest detail, Despite the air of expectancy that pre-
veiled, compeny mdoxf_s were told that the briefing of the troops
must be thorough, as it was of the uimost importance that every man
lmow all there was to know about wher's he was going snd what he was
to do_w’rrmn he got there. He should know his missiom, bis :_mii:‘g
mission, and the mission of every wnit m‘tl_}g__diﬁ.aim. so, if by
chence, he was dropped snywhere but on his omn drop zcne, he could
intelligently proceed to the nearest d?.vision objective and make
hisg presence felt., As @n a.f‘berthought, instrpations were givem to

the effect that if & men could do nothing else, he was to cut lines
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of commmications. These imstructions resulted in telephome lines
in Normendy being cut in five thousend different places. (13)

The missions of various units of the 824 Airborne Division as
covered in cur briéfing were as follows: | 7

The 0Gth Parackute Infentry was to land, gemerelly, west of
STE MERE EGLISE md east pf.the MERDERET RIVER, seize bridges at
LA FIERE and CHEF DU PONT, clear the town of STE MERE EGLISE and
the aree surrounding to include the securing of Lending Zwme W for
the lending of the 326th Glider Infentry and :upéorting 'hroopi of
the division. (See Mep B) o ) B _

The 508th Parachute Infantry was to land, gemerally, northwest
of the junotion of the MERDERET and DOUVE RIVERS, destroy crossings
of the DOUVE at ETIENVILLE and BEUZEVILLE.LA BASTILLE end clear its
angigned sector. (See Map B) | | _ _ o

The 325th Glider Infentiry was to lend before and after dewn of
D-Day on LZ W south of STE MERE EGLISE and wes to assist the 505th
Perschute Infantry mnd to constitute the division reserve.

The 507th Parachute ]'.nfaz‘rtr_y was to land west of the MERDERET
RIVER amd north__ of AMPREVILLE, secure the high gtqmd north md east
of GOURBESVILLE, essist the 505th Parachute Infantry in the seisure
of the bridge at LA FIERE end to clesr the assigned sector. (Ses
uap B) (14) | D |

Each battalion, each compeny, was rgi..vep_a gpeoifiqr'mi!n.imjl.
More than that, each platomm, each squad, was told exactly what to
do after assembly. These .d‘.’_“?lﬁ have long since beon fo{'gp‘b‘ben _
and why not? For as you will see, things didn't work sccording to

n,

(13) Perscnal imowledge; (14) 4-1, p. 3.
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plan, T_he:r did work ﬁhpugh, and all objectives were taken with none
talkan ever relinquished. |

Orientation and briefing were completed. Every men lnew the
details of his mission botter than he had ever knowmn snything before
and there was nothing more to be dsngn,. tut to relax snd wait. Men
pleyed ball, tolc_l stories, shot dice, attended church and movies.
The time passed guickly. _ y

June 5th the compeny emdgrs_ were wented on the telephone,
conference cally "This is Blue 6, have your compmios assembled
in the hsngar in fifteen minutes, it is now 1930," Ten minutes were
all that were needed beceuse it was felt that this was what every-
aae had been so enxiously ewaiting. It was. There were pep talks
through chemuels in reverss, Assistant Disision Commander, Bpgimontal
Comzuder sud Babtalion Commmader, but they Wers short aud offestives
The Battalion Commender ended his by saying, "Be at your plemee &s
previously aasigned at 2300." The first sergesnts assembled their
respective companies and prepsred bo secwre equipment end move to
the plaa’la_a. When the compenies were formed snd everyons was ready
to move, the compsny commenders suddemly realized that this woﬁld
be the laat time all of these men would ever bs together and pro~
bably said somathing like, "We have worked long and hard for this
moment, Collestively and individually, you are the best men in the
world, This time 'bomorrow wo will be on our first cbjective mmd
will have mede our first camtribution toward winning the worst war
the world has ever kuown. We won't all be there, some of us will
fall along the way snd for those who fall, it will meen & doubling
Qf effort for those who stend, God bless you; right, FACE; for-

ward, MARCH,"

12



When the companies reached their plemes, they found the pare~
cimtes and equipment bundlas-a.lroady ‘there, so they started leoading
the tindles md fitbing the ohutes With a confident spirit that made
ene fesl glad that he was one of them. There were frem tem to eighteen
man. per pleane, making a total of nine plenes per rifle company. The
pilota snd crew members of the aircraft hed not yet arrived. At
about 2330 they came snd jump-masters (renking officer or non-commis-
gsioned officer in each "stick™) made final checks mmd ccordinatien
es to signals, jumping altitude of the plems, ebe. Details had been
provicusly worked out in a pilot~jumpmaster joint briefing, so, aec-
tually, snything done now was probably for reassurance snd to relieve
narvous tension., The pilots did add assurance that there was nothing
%o worry sbout. They would hit the drop zone right en the “buttan®.
Agcording to plen, the pilot was to warn the jump-~masters when the-
flight was twenty minutes from the drop zone so final preparations
could be made. Four minutes from the drop zome, the pllot would
switch on & red light, located on the right side of the exit door.

A green 1light, looated at the same phao , would be the signsl to goe

The Pathfinder teams had taken off from a nearby field at 2305
and would be landing to set up & lighted "T", according to plan, &b
0156.7 Little thought was given to the fact that the lighted "I
would never burn end that the pathfinders would only alert the Ger-
mans that perhaps they should make readjr for the arrival of the rest
of the division. (15)

FLICHT 70 THE DROP ZONB

Down the line came the command, "Load upi® There was a bustle,.

ind soon everyone was quiest, settled into their seatas for the two
(15) Persmeal Imowledge.
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and one~half hour ride to follow, The motors were started amd
warmed up. The planesl wore tarxied out onto the runway and in turn
the leading elements of the 50Tth took off at 0017, 6 June. The
.planas asgembled and flew in formation V of Vs mouthwest to NERIHAM
headed south to WETMOUTH, then turned southwest again to & position
north and west of GUERNSEY ISLAND where an eallied ship was 'in posi-
tion to serve as a check-point, Everyme was quiet, many asleep

or feipgning sleep as the plames turned west about seventy-five (75)
miles from the drop gzone. As the formation passed north of GUERNSEY
ISLAND the pllots notified the jump-masters that they were twenty
minutes out. (Ses Map C) They waited another tem minutes them be~
gen to awaken the relaxed troopa snd scme raaliy were relaxed, How
did they do it? Everyme got up, checked his own equipment znd
fighook out the kinks", Without warning, the red light went on, four
minutes! Ths west eomst of the peninsula sould bs seen from the
doors, which were open, and there was a heavy fog, making visibil-
ity poors Bouth of BRICQUEBEC some of the planes begm to receive
anti-ajireraft fire (small arms and 20 mn). The formations could

be sesn sproading and bresking up to avoid the fire. Some of the
planes were gaining altitude mnd the jump was supposed to have been
made‘ from six lnmdred feet, In other words, the "butten" that the
pilots had referred to was getting lerger and larger. (See Map D)
Two minutes! | Stand uwpl Hook up! CTheok equipment! Close upl Are
you ready? GCreem light, let's gol (16)

NORMARDY
Suddenly everything was quiet exoept for some enemy small arms
(18) Personal knowledga.
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fire peppering eway in the distance, It was 0232, 6 Jime, Jump-
masters checked their "aticks"™ ag they floated down, bt the fog
was still somewhat prevalent and they could not see anycne. E&ch
men checked below to see whers he was going to _la.nd. -ah, nice, &
beautiful flat meadow. Seccnds and he was down, splash! Waterl
My gosh! The area is flooded! Those razor sharp Imives saved
many lives as parachutes and equipment were out away; meny men were
drowned. Plenes were flying over a short distmce_my? 80 as
"sticks" assembled they moved in that general direction, having
salvaged only weapons snd ammunition from the flooded MBRDERET,
which had been determined to be the area of lending. (The amthor
of this nerrative was among the ones moving to the asgembly ares,
8o it will be necessary from this qui,nt _oﬁ, for purposes of clarity,
te refer to the group in the first person, inasmuch as there was
no tactical wnity, no organisation.) Through the hedgerows we
§ou1d hear voices, American volces. fFlah“ had been designated
for the ohallenge instead of "Halt", so from behind a tree, "Fl_n{sh!"
The immediate reply omms, “Flagh! hell, thia is Colonel Malouey™,
80 We lmow we wers smong friends,

~ There were a total of about £ifty men present and Colonel

Maloney assigned the senior officer, next to himself, a company

‘cmdel_',_ the job of organizing s perimeter defemse while he tried

to contact someons on the only means of commnication available, a
very wet SCR 300 radio. It didn't work.

Troopers kept drifting in end our force was growing, HMen cams
from all wnits of’tha 82d Airborne Division and some from the 10lat
Ai:borne_nivis_j.m, what a hodgepodge of personnel. We '1aarn;od that

muong those present was Genseral Gavin. This meant that we would soon

15



be moving to attack someamne ‘baoauso. he wasn't ona to lot grsass grow
wnderfoot. XNothing happened of consequence end soon it wag dawm,
We knew nothing of what had happened to enyone outside owr own small
group. There was no tactical unity, no supporting weapans, just a
group of invaders who were wondering what had happened to all of
their thersugh plamning, '

Just before dawn the first gliders began to come in., One land-
ed in a flooded aresa about ome mmdred and fifty yarda from where
we had our perimeter set up. Ag the men started to come out of the
glider, enemy machine gun fire opemed up from the hedgerow on the
other side. We hadn't Imown they were there. Had they been there
éinee our lsnding, or had they just moved in? Maybe they had locat-
ed our position and were attacking us when the glider distracted
them. Anyway, they were there and men wers being hit as they left
the glider. Fire was placed on the gemeral vicinity of the mmchine
gun end it ssamed to be effective, ceusing a temporary ocessatiom of
fire which enabled a few men %o make the hedgerow bshind which we
had sover, A4 sergeant informed us that there was & towed 67 mm
anti-tank gun in the glider, We notified General CGavin and told him
the situation and that there was little chance of getting the pgum.
A mespage came back from Colonel Malomey to the effeet that we should
make every effort to get its The force in the immedlate area oon-
gisted of twelve men and two officers and pleans were made to split it
in half. The first half would cover the second half by fire as they
dashed to the glider, got the gwm, end dashed back. (17)

The plan worked perfectly until the retrieving group started

back, then everything went wreng., They couldn't tow the gum through
(17) Personal knowledge.
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the flooded ares and as they were trying, they came under fire from
snother oorner of the .opposing hedgerow., Two men were hit; the
rest made it back, hringing_iuith them the breech-block of the L
ponl. J_uat as tt_m_‘y ware :aaghing cover two more were h;t,__cpa_dea.d,
" ane wounded through the chest. Colonel Maloney was notified thg‘b
* getting the weapon did not sppear to be practicable at the time, but
that we had teken the breech-block. _

~ About 0900, i.t. Colomel Ostberg, cammending First -_l_aa'l:tal_ion,
BOTth Parachute Infentry, came down from General Gevin's command
post and informed us that Genersl Gavin was moving, with everywe,
toward LA FIERE to the south and that we were to follow. This memnt
fording the flooded area which we had alreedy struggled through once
earlier in the day. We pulled cut of our positim, leaving the N
wounded marked end as comfortabls as possible and started across t!;e
marsh, As we waded water, sometimes chest deep, we were sniped at,
f'rom)what appeu_‘_ed 'l:.o be long renges because of the inascuracy of
fire, We made the other side without mishap and marched south wntil
weo reached high ground overlooking LA FIERE BRIDGE. When we arrived,
we were met by General Gavin, who informed us that there were e:_mpgh
people there and thet we should proceed south, aleng the railroad,
to CHEF DU PONT where we wers to seize the town and ‘then the bridge
across the MERDERET cme thousand yards west of the center of the
tomn. A few men, who had been able to get some sutomatic weepons
from some of the bundles dropped as we jumped, were attached for
this mission and, under the command of Colonsl Ostberg, we procesd-
ed down the railroad toward CHEF DU PONT. There wers about ane

hundred men md offlcers altogether, equipped only with what the
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men oould oarry; rifles, sub-machine gune, three machine guns and
7%

gronades of various types including the British Gammon grenade which

packed a terrific wallop., We had been told that it would knock out

tenks. (See Map E) (18)

ELSEWHERE IN NOSMANDY (R D-DAY

While we were cu our way to CHEF DU PONT we wore all probably
wondering how the war was going elseuheré in the peninsule for our
survival was certainly dependent upon the success of the others
malking the invasion. 4s we found ocut later, by this time things
were rog.lly ha;_apaning on the _bqaohe_u e few miles awEY e Ve could .
hgalr the big guns and every men wes pra_ying'for & quick break-outs.
But where were the other people, (not units, there didn't sppear to
be eny units) of the 507th Parachute Infentry? How wors the other
units of the 82d Airborne Division doing?

The 507tk =nd the BOBth hac_l bean‘dispe.rged on the drop. The
505th had fared somewhat better, but the 525th Glider Infantry had
been the victim of some bad crashes, and wes having some early dif-
ficultles with 1ts assembly, The S07th hed the poorest drop; in-
stead of a twenty-five hundred yard drop zoms, trocps .jn'.e:_'e scatter-
od a distance of forty miles. Some had hit their objective, h"‘:“',
over, and were cut off from the rest of the division. This grm:p »
cmsisting of several mmdred men and pffipara, wos fighting for
its life at AMFREVILLE with Colomel Millet, 507th Regimental Com-
mender, Other smell groups, varying in size from ten to two hun-
dred memn, were here and there, fighting Germens where they found
them. (19)

The wide dispersion actually proved adventagecus to the in-

{18) (19) Personal knowledge.

?
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veders. The Germens did not Jmow where to twrn nor whom to try to
dispose of firet. Their enti-airborne defenses were of no use to
them because they were never able to locate encugh Americen trocps
to commit their mobile striling force. There would be & report of
located parstroocpers; they would send patrols out to dispose of
small groups amd the patrols would be ambushed enroute., The Germans
u-ei;ugll;r expected airborne troops to be used end were prepared for
them, but they had anticipated en organized érop. They hed three in-
fantry divisions on the peninsule, the Slst, 709th end the 245:}, all
trained in snti~-airborne defense, (See Map A) Genersl Falley, Com-
mending General of the 0lst, had the right idea; he chose to influence
| the battle in the early howrs by going out to see what was going om.
General Falley was among the first Germans to die in Normendy. (20) _
The 505th, referred to previously &s having fared somewhat better
- on the drop, had taken STE MERE EGLISE and was. fighting to hold it,
The city had been occoupied just before daylight by tﬁo 3d Battaliom.
Other elements of the 505th were engaged et LA FIERE BRIDGE where
the Germans had the benefit of an almost ideal dafensive position,
Inasmuch a8 it does not differ greatly from the position at CHEF DU |

PGIT we will move back there for more detailed descriptioms. (21)

CHEF DU POWT

By now, 1000, 6 June, Colonel Ostheryg end his force, comprised
of men from all units of th(; 507th end some from the B08th hed
reached the railroad stationm at CHEF DU PONT without opposition.

The reilroad station was the center of the town end the ell importent

bridge was about one thousend yards soutlmest. A squad was semt to
(20) A~4, p. 18, 19; (21) A-4, pe 17.
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clear the sectlon of tomn northeast of the station, which they did
without incident, whils the remeinder of the force, preceded by
Colomel Ostberg and about & squad, started & race through the part
of the town leading to the bridge. This group was fired upen from
seversl tuildings simltamecusly. Four of the men were hit and the
remainder were forced to holduntil the town could be systematical-
ly cleared, This tock about two hours, and at that, most of the
Gamns had withdrm ahaa.d of us,a.p_par_eu_.tly heo_.ded for the bil'i(igﬁ.
Speed seemed to be the magwer. It was felt that the bridge mmst be
telcen before the Germens could orgenize their defemse, so we made @
semi-organized dash for it. W wers too late. Two offioers Tesohed
the blfidge__ and were both shot, ane toppling off the bridge intoe the
water, tho other falling an the esstern spprosoh. The officer top-
pling into the river heppened to be Col. Ostberg. He was rgsouafi o
shortly afterwards by the heroic mction of two soldiers of the 507th
and lived to fight again. The other officer was dead. Lt, Col.
¥alomey, previously referred to, arrived with about seventy-rive
more men shortly afterwards snd we set about to dislodge the stubborn
To appreciate the difficulties cm_:frmt_ing us ,.am analysis of
the terrain snd approaches is necessary. The railrosd split the town
end the bridge lay to the south and west of the railroad statiom,.
Houses lined both sides of the road leading to the bridge and a short
distence before reaching the bridge (260 yards estimated from memory)
eud on the left side of the :_'bgd was & large or_emryﬁhig}_; was gulte
high and afforded good observation from an upsteirs window. South

of the cresmery and on three sides of the bridge there were obstacles
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(flooded areas). For practical purposes, the only &pproach to the
bridge was the one we had chosen, through CHEF DU POET. The spproeches
from the west wers not approaches, in a military semse, They were
causeways, long and straight and completely floocded on both sides.
We were in an ideal position if we could cleer the weat side of the
river; we could hold that bridge untii the river froze - sud bear
in mied, this was Jumes The fow Germans rimq;ning 'hhnrg were fight-
ing "with their backs to the wall", No ane could hope to attack
successfully or withirew alonmg these ocsuseweys without a proponder-
ence of supporting fires. These we 4id not have, but mevertheless,
we were in the outskirts of CHEF DU PONT with one lmmdred end
soventy-five msn, "Whet ere we walting for, let's take the hridgel”
Two attempts to storm the bridge were wnsuccessful; there must be
& botter way, 'fa did succeed in clearing the eastern side of the
bridge, however, by killing about twenty-four Gerumans ceeupying
positions along the shoulders of the road, Positims alang the
edge of the road east of the bridge were almost untenable mow, how-
ever, because of rifle samd direct artillery fire coming from ow
right flenk, (22)

Just ag it was begioning to look a&s though we might have &
stalemats, Colonel Maloney was oalled bhaeck to LA FIERE with all
men available, leaving only sbout thirty-fowr men at CHEF DU POHT.
Almost with his departurs three things happened: (1) dirset fire
on our positions around the ersa:!ury reduced owr strength to twenty
mens (2) from an obaemﬁ.mfc;ﬁ the cresmery, about o compeny of
Germens could be observed moving srowmd our left resr; smd (3) an

(22) Peraonal kmowledge.
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officer delivered & message from Gemeral Gavim, “Hold at all costa.”
It was pretty obvious that it couldn't cost too much, but at the
same time, 1t was doubtful if we could hold something we didn't
yot have. Rsinforemtl were asked for and almost asz from heaven

C=47%s began to eppear, dropping bundles of weapons end smmmuniticn.

Que tundle of 60 mm mortar ammmition "dropped right in our laps®,
We could use this for we had & sixty morter but no smmmition.
Within thirty minutes the officer who had p;'eﬁomly deliver-
ed the "hold at all costs” message returned with 100 men and a
towed 57 mm gun which was pulled into position an owr side of the
hridge aud we started shootingi at where we thought the enemy field
plece to bs. We didn't hit it, I'm certain, but n stopped its
fire snd that was our primery desire, Strong positions were orgen-
ized to the rear in the neck of our positiom end almg the flooded
areag on either side of the roed just east of the bridge. There
defenses were tied in with the natural obstecles on three sides of
us; We opened fire with every weapon we oould get into pofi'bion,
including our 60 mm mortar which we now had ammumniticn fgr. on the
wostern approach to the bridge. On & praarr'anged signal, a shot
from our 57 which we now felt so securs with, all fires lifted emd
ten men and one officer stormed the bridge and went into poaitiom
on the western spproach to guard the causeways, (See Map F) Five
Germens made a run for it domm the death trap causeway, md_u sud=-
den as the death of these five Germans, the pattle was overe The
’bridgo’m ow's &nd we knew wo could held it, at like all victories
in war, we shared a let dom feeling., We kimew it was still a long
way to BERLIN. We begen to organize snd improve owr position and
tend to such pressing things as first aid to the wounded, twenty-
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five in number, who oould not be evacuated for a lack of amy place
to evacuste them. We gathered the bodies ef the desd efter darle-
ness, all we could find, eleven Americens and forty-three Germens,
end covered them with parachutes. _‘ _

D-Day was sbout over end it had gone fast, In a litile while
it would be D plus 1, When would the besch forees contact us ?
They should have already dome so. Maybe the whole invasion had
falled., After all, we knew nothing of the situation exocept as it
existed in CHEF DU mt, end CHEF DU PONT is really a very small
towne At 2400 hours, our fears were dispelled; recomnaissence
elemente of the 4th Infantry Division whesled into owr creamery
yard, ooa_np;ete with rgtim_md,cmyyhing, “The landings hed
gome well”, the Lieutensnt smid, "Thanks to you fellows,.”

"No é)@gp last night, Captain®. This came from Lisutenant
Charles Ames, who had been around most of the day, having come :ln
with the Pa.fl_:findera at 0156 hours, "We are in good shape here",
he oontinued. "Why dem't we start talking some shifts en sleep T ’

As Lisutenant Ames made himself comfortable for a short sleep,
the smsll of deamth that was to be with us for a long time to come
hed begun to permeate the night air. It was D plus 1 in Eormendy,
(23)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISK

In meking a study of thie cperation, it is my opinion that
the decisien to uze Airborne Troops in support of the invesion of
Frence was & wise cne, There is no doubt that the German forces

- whli“

in the Cotentin were confused smd disorpganized and were not able

(28) Persemal nowledge.



- to resist the beaoh landings as they ctherwise would have beem.
ieé 75-.3, The traeining snd preparation for the invesion were thorough
tnd very effective, It is questieneble however, whether the ad-
ventages gained from a night drop cutweigh the confusion of owr
omn troops resulting therefrom. Of courss the situstion will
diotate the answer, but wba:;e there is & preponderance of air
power favoring the inveders, it is my opiniom that a well co-
ordinated day drop, supported by air strikes into the area im-
mediatsly before and dwring the drop would have a better chance
of cverwhelming success,

Briefing was well planned and the faoilit.'f.as provided were
excellent, Seouwrity was maintained t}?rot;ghont, contribubing
materially to the elemsnt of surprise, so essential to the suc-
cess of this operatlon., There did seem to be a lack of ]mmrledg?
conoerning the nature of the terrain among smell wit commanders,
however., For example, the flooded _m'r RIVER end the hedge-
rows wore not plaxmed for and consequently hmdi;apped movement
initially. There was a tremendous emount of equipment and some
personnel lost in the flooded watera. It is doubiful that ‘tho
sdventages geined from dropping so mear to assigned objectives
justiflied these losses. In meny cases it resulted in a splitting
of units and made reorganizabion more difficult; these vases
being, where a part of a unit dropped on the east bank of the river
and a part on the west bank. (24)

Aerial recommaissance and photography are tﬁa__best sources of

information concerning changes being made in proposed lending aresas,.

{24) Personal lmewledge.



A consteant study of aerial photographs of the 82nd Airborne Diwe
ision's erea resulted in a ccmplete change of plans ten days prior
to the invasicm. Of course no one knows what would have happened
hed the Division dropped on the wristling anti~airborne defenses
around 8T SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE, es originally plennsd, but such &
drop coula have easily been dizestrous.

The Germens had & sound plen for anti-airborne defemse in *
Normendy and probably would have been more successful against an
orgenized drop. Their plen did not differ greatly from our own
preasent doctrine of snti-airborne defense and they made the same
mistekes that we might conceivably make undﬁr similar circumstences.
Their selection of probable lending erees end objectives wes unocsony,
Their use of passive defense measures was relatively successful in
that many gliders were crashed wpon lending., Where their plan fell
down, however, was in their inability to. de;termin.e when to commit
their moblle striking force, the crux of the whole snti-sirborne
defense, The mobile striking force is a reserve emnd the same prinpe
ciples governing the commitment of emy reserve should govern here.
The invading sirborne foreces camnnct be locked upon as saything but
8 penstration and should be dealt with accordingly. The Germsns
whittled domn their strilkdng foros in en effort to eliminats scat-
tered resistance. Thoy did not fix the ememy before lawmching a
comnterattack. They offset the tremendous adventage that they
should have gained by the airborne invaderts dispersed drop by
dispersing their own forces, thus neutralizing their own support-
ing fires and affording small groups of determined invaders an

opportunity to seize lightly held key objectives. (25)
(28) Personal imowladge.
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A more complete wnderstending betwsen airborne forces and
air force personnel transporting them is essential, T”‘, drop
zone of the 507th Parachute Infentry should heve been 2500 yards
across at the widest point, Instead, troops of this regiment were
scattered over and eres 40 miles across at its widest point. There
is no reason why teclniques could not be developed to improve upem
this end in my cpinlon such teclmiques must be developed before
orgsniged night parachute drops can be mades The use of pathfinder
toams might be the snswer, but as demmnstrated in this operatiomn )
their use probably will mean & loss of the all important element
of surprise, | _

Assembly was difficult but was effectively asccomplished con~
siderin_g the poor drop. It was not carried out according to plam,
however, snd resulted in groups of men from different units band-
ing together mitia.lly. This was scmewhat confusing in that there
was no tactical wity, o orgsnization snd no coordination,

There was no attempt made, on the part of many of the officers
comnending these hodge.podge groups, to organize them into fight- _
ing wmits. These same officers, to be commended for their bravery,
foolishly were killed or wounded trying to lead squad attacks.

Reswpply of airborne troops is essentisl aa soon as possible
to offset equipment lost on the drop. This resupply probably
would be made prior to any link-up emnd therefore will have to be
- made by air, The drops should be planned meer unit objectives to
compensate for a la.ek of trensportation. (26) ,

A well plennsd , well executed airborne operation cennot be
demied initial success. Any airborne opsration cemmot be denied

(28) Personal knowledge.
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sustained success wless it is properly dealt with by the defend- -
ore, Airborne troops mmst substitute aggressiveness for swpport-
ing arms end equipment snd must utilize obstacles to the fullest

in holding objectiveas once taken.

LESSN3

Bome of the lessons smphesized by this operation are:

l. Va.luable training time om be lost if troops are not
statimad whore training facilities are available.
Ze Training should be designed to anticipate prodable com-

bat oventmalities so that troops will bs prepared for them.

3. Hmy of the advantages gained in a night airborne oper-
ation are offset by the comfusion resulting smong participeting
airborne perscnusl,

4, Airborne \mits oen be employed very effectively to as-
sist in the establishment of beachheads,

5e BSecurity is essentiel te thes sucecess of an airborne ine-
vasion.

8. E:??.y man must be briefed thoreughly for an airborne
operation, therefore detailed briefing facilitles are needasd,

Te Floodod 8ress are very offec'b:lw as paasive anti-air-

borne d.efsnses, rasul'si.ng in losses of persamnel end equipment,

8. B&ily ur:l&l photographs of proba‘blo zme of operations

are éasential in plenning en airborme operatiem. )
| 9. Pﬁssiva d.sfenao measures of the "Rommelts pargel™ type
are very effective against glider landinga. _
10. 4 thareugh iuawledge of the tarra:l.n, over which oper-

ations 1111 ‘be made following en airborne lending, is eslantiah
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11, Mnti-airborns defemse striking forces should not be com-

mitted pi_e_ce-mp&l to deatroy small groups of groping invaders.

12, A quiol: linb-np with baaah forces is important for ms‘&

effective use of airbornc trocsps on such an q:ez'ation as deseribed
1n this monogreph. (27)

13. Thnre in & need for a quick release on paraehute harnau

Y ey,
Rl

to enable the ps.ra.elmtist to freao himself quickly especially if he
lands in water. (Dsveloped as a result of this operatiom,)

14, Air foroe pergcmnsl (pilots) transporting airborne troops

- should be thoroughly indoctrinated with the importance of a “close

erp"t
s 15, There ahauld ‘be some armor protestion on -broop oarrier
S) ,R,J’ plenes ego as to reduce the number of pilots taking evasive aa'l:icm
Vg upon encountering enti-sireraft fire.

»q;’a
-~ 16, Airborme trocpe ms'b be prepared to fight upon landing

without tactical wmity or supporting weapouns,

17 The hea'l; place for an mti-a.i.rbarne defonss eommender

is at his oemnand pos'b whsra haa can best rauiv\o repor'bs end conw

trol enti-airborne defonsas. If be lsaves his command post to try

to influence the fighting he is only one more of many.
18, An officer should be an aggressive leader but not foolish.
Ho should "fight hizs wait, not himself". |

19, ‘ilg_,}mlx.pi airborne troops is essential as soon as is

Liaa 7 i

practicable after. s drop to compensate for equipment lost or dem-

e e

agad. (28)

(27) (28) Personel knowledge.

28



