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OPERATIONS OF THE.3D BATTALION 5307 COMPOSITE UNIT
(PROVISIONAL) IN THE BATTLE OF MYITKYINA, BURMA
27 JULY - 3 AUGUST 1944
(Peraonal Experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION |

| Thia.monograph oovers the operations of the 3d Battalion, 5307 Com-
| ..poa:l.te f_In:l.t in the Battle of Myitkyina 27 July - 3 August 1944, during the
.Nﬁrth'Bufﬁa Campaign.
| For the conquest of Burma, the Japanese conoentrated two dilvisions in
- S&uthern Theiland. (1) (qu A) In'mid Jamuary 1942, they struck acrosa
the Border toward Moulmein (see Mep A) which fell oﬁ the 30th. Rangoon;
" the oapital and principal port was taken on 8 March. The Jepanese then
tﬁfned north in two columms of divieion strength. One puéhsd up the Sittang
-~ Valley, the othﬁr division moved up the Irrawaddy Velley. (See Map A)
| Toungdo on the Sittang fell'un 1 April end on 2 Epril, they tock Prome on
the Irrewaddy. (See Map 4) They buahed noéth to Yenangyueng end then swung
| westward and on 4 May tock the port of Akyab on the Bay of Bengal. (See Map A)

A third Japanege force of two divisions landed at Rangoon on 12 April
1942, drove rapidly northward into the upper Selween Valley, and took Lashio,
junetion of the rail and highway sections of the Burme Road.* (2)'(806 Map A)

Handalaj, now completely outflenked, was evacuﬁted end was occupied by

the Japanese on 1 Maj. From Lashlo, the Japanese pushed up the Salween Valley
into the Chinese province of Tunman. In North Central Burme they sent patrols

as far as Fort Herts and to the west they took Kalewa on the Chindwin. (See

Mep 4)

- (1, 2) 4=2, p. 3; *The "Burma Road" extends from Rengoon to Chungking, ap-
. proximately 1445 miles. It ocorelsta of a rallroaed from Rengoon to Lashilo,
a new motor road from Lashlo to Kunming, and an old highway from Kunming to
Chungking. The new sectlon, constructed in 2 years, from 1937 to 1939, was
the firast link between Burme and China for heavy traffie. Before the Japa-
‘nese conquest of Burma, the road carried vital supplies to the Chineae
armles,



-Iﬁdo; the fourth along the Selween River in southeastern China. There

The remnants of the Chineas forcea retired from North Burme to India

by way of Shingbwiyang, while British, Burmese and Indien survivors with-

drew up the valley of the Chindwin and across the Chin Hills. The Allied

withdrawél was made on foot, for no motor road or raeilrcad connected Indla
with Burma. (3) (See.Map A)

When the monscon rains came in June, the Jepanese held all of Burme
except for fringes of mountain, jungle and swemp on the north and wost.

The oonquest of Burme menaced Indla and cut the last land route for
aupply to China, - (4)

THE_GENERAL SITUATION
At the Quebec Conference in dugust 1943, Lord Louis Mountbatten wha

_appointed commander in chief of the Southeast Asie Commend. During a talk

with Genersl Mershall, the General asked him if there was enything he could
do for him, and Mountbatten requested an American regiment to perticipate
in the forthcoming offensive in Burma.l

Five montha later, in Jamuary 1944, the 5307 Composite Unit {Provisional)

was orgenized, equipped, trained, and ready to participate in the Allled

offensive. (5)
Operations in Burma in 1944 reached large scale proportions for the

first time in two years. The action took place on four separate, though

strateglcally related, fronts. One front was west of the Akekan Range, in

the Maungdew -~ Akyeb area (dee Map B); another was in the Chin Hills, in

~ the Kohema - Imphal region; a third was in the Hukawng Velley, southeast of

i

Ghiness troops attacked westwerd astride the Burma Road. (6) (See Map B)

4t the beginning of the year, the American trained Chinese 22d and
38th Divisions under Genéral'Stilwéll began to puah down the Hukawng Valley
{3-4) 4=2, p. 53 1 Talk by Mountbatten to the 475th Infantry, Cemp Landis,

‘Burma, August 1944; Personal knowledge; (5) &-2, p. 8; (6) A~1, p. 62.



towarﬂ QEzgggggg in order to clear the way for the construction of the Ledo
Road, which was to link the Indian reilhead at Ledo with the old Bﬁrma Roed
to China, (See Map B) By early February, the offensive had made good prog-.
rees and the highway had been extended 100 miles from Ledo. However, the
medn defenges of the opposing Jepanese 18th Divieion had not yet been reached.

The 5307 Compqsite Unit, known as "Merrill's Marauders", had by now
arrived et Ledo, and General Stilwell decided to send it on a wide envelop- -
hent_acrosa the mountains in order to get in rear of the enemy opposing the
Chinege and to faoilitate the advance by disorgenizing supply lines and
Eommunioations.' (7) (See Mep B)

By late April, Myitkyine, with the only hard-surfaced airdrome in
northern Burma; was at lest within striking distance. General Stilwell's
22d and 38th Chinese Divisions were fighting Just north of Inkengshtawng.

(See Msp B) British-led Kachin and Gukhe troops were fighting south toward

8 large supply base et Nsopzup. The Merauders were et Nhpum Ga. (8)

(See Map B)

Myitkyine was the princlpal Jepanese base for the defense of Burma
from the north. Situated 170 aif miles southeast of Ledo, 1t was the
horthernmoat point of a railroed from Rangoon end also the head of navigetion
on the Irrawaddy Rivef. .It 1ay in the proposed path of the Ledo Road, being
170 air miles north of the Burma Rosd junotion with the reilwsy at Lashio.

Ite capture would'dispoae of'tha'principal alr base from which Japanese air-

'cfaft-had menaced American transport planes flying supplies to Chlna over

the femous "Hump". (9) (See Map B)

Since 9 Februery, the Marauders had marched and fought through seversl

hundred miles of éxcoedingly difficult country. The troops were physiocally

‘worn out. During most of the 80-day period they had lived on K-rations and

 nearly all of the men had auffered to some extent from dysenterf'and fovers.

(7) 4-1, p. 62; (8) 4-2, p. 93; (9) 4-2, p. %4.
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The unit had lost about 700 men killed, wounded, and siok from their origi-
nal strength of about 3000, There were no Americen replacements in the
~ theater to refill the Marsuder ranks. To provide strength enough for the
migeion, General Stilwell deolded to reinforce the three battalions of
.Maraudera with the 150th end BBth Chinese Regliments and'about 300 Kachinsw,
giving them e strength of ebout 7000 for the Myltkyina operation., (10)
They wsre organi=ed Into three groupﬁ, designated as H-Force, M-Force, and
K-Force. (11) (See Map B) '

- Moving out on 27 April, they estasblished severel road blocks behind
enemy lines end directed a strong column toward Myitkyina. (12) (See Map C)
Thiae coluﬁm (H-Force), consisting of the let Maerauder Battalion and the 150th
Chinese Regiment, reached the Myitkyina erea on 16 May. Colonel Hunter, in
.6ommand, set the time for the atteok on the alrfield at 171000 Mey. The
let Bettalion led the 150th Regiment to the southwest end of the airfield,
left the regimenf to attack the strip at thet point, and then proceeded south-
weat and took the ferry terminal st Pameti. (13) (See Map G)

~ The attack on the airfield came as & complete surprise and the Chinege
took the strip against very light opposition. (14)

~The Commander of the lst Mareuder Battalion, Lieutenant Colomel Oaborme,
wes ordered to leave part of his force to hold Pamatl, to prooceed southesst,
end gelze Zigyun, the main ferry point for Myitkyima. (15)

.immediately ﬁpou capturing the airstrip, Colonel Hunter radloced General
 lerri1l.a§king for more troops and supplies. The atrlp was ready to reoeive
tranaport planes. The Chinese 89th Regiment was ordered to leave for Hyit-
‘kyine end one battelion arrived by eir from Ledo late in the afternoon (17
Haj). Colonel Hunter elso sent an urgent request to M- and K-Forces for
their esslstance. Both of these were ebout two days trip from Myltkyina,
Both sterted for Myltkyina by'roréed marches. (16)

*A porth Burme tribe; (10) 4-2, p. 94; (11) A-z,' p. 97; (12) &-1, p. 623
(13) A-2, p. 106; (14, 15) A-2, p. 1073 (16) A-2, p. 108,
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When enemy reinforcements did not appeer at the elrstrip on 17 Mey,
_ Goionnl Hunter concluded that the Japenese did not hold Myltkyina in strength,
g0 he decided to attempt to take the city before they cbuld reinforce thelr
gairison. (17) | |
One battalion of the 89th Chinese Regiment whioh had errived by air

from Ledo would defend the airstrip (18) while two battelions of the 150th
:Regiment attacked Myitkyina, The remsining battelion of the 150th Regiment
.iauld be'in reperve &t the strip. Part of the lst Marsuder Battallon would
hoid the ferry.terminal &t Pamatl, while the remainder of the battalion
“would contimue toward Zigyun to secure the ferry crossing south of the
oity. (19 |

| By 181000 May, Lieutenant Colonel Osborne's group took Zigyun.

~ During the 18th the two battalions of Chiness attacked Myltkyina from
- the morth. (20) Gobd progreas was mede and after taking the reilroad

atation in the center of the town, the attecking force got out of oontrol,

- due, primerily, to the looting of a jewelry store and the discovery of &

supply of netive liguor. (21)

During the night 18-19 May, epproximately 1000 Jepamese reinforcements
arrived, and on the morning of the 19th counterattacked, and the Chinese
withirew to a line about 800 ysrdes west of the town. There they dug in.
(22) (See Map G) |

~ On the 19th, E-Force, consisting of the 3d Marsuder Bettalion and the
Chinese 88th Regiment, arrived and took Cherpate. The 3d Battallon dug in
.aréund the village Fhile the Chinege BBth Reglment moved to the southwest
..dn a 1line extending roughly from Charpate to the railroed. (23) (See Map C)

' _.On the eame day, the elements of:the 1st Battalion who were holding |
Pamati were relieved by a oompaﬁy of Chiness aﬁd tﬁqy'took up positione along
the Namkii Eivar,'anuth of the town of Nemkwi. (See Mep c) |
(17) -2, p. 108; (18, 19, 20) A-2, p. 109; (21) Personal knowledge; (22,

-23) A2, p. 109,
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~ During the eveniﬁg of the 19th, M-Force reached Nemicwi, 111 and wesk
froﬁ hunger, for the supplies of food which they had anticipated during the
‘trip had not been dropped .« Aftef getting food from H-Foroe, they out-
" posted Namkwi. {(24) (See Map C)
| The Allled trocps were now disposed in a semloirele covering ell ep-
.proaches from the northwest, west, southwest, and south. Japanese reinforce-
menta could feaoh Myltkylna only from across the Irrewaddy River*#* or along
the Myltkyins - Mankrin or Myltkyina - Radhapur Roads. So far, enemy ac~
tivity was elight in this area. (25) (See Map C)

The Japanese succeeded in reinforoing the Myitkylna garrison and by
23 May were pussing over to the offensive.,  (26) |

. At 2200 on the night of 23 May, the enemy attacked Charpate. The ettack
was repulsed but on the 24th they attaoked again and took the town. The
3d Battalion retired to the rallroad 2% milea to the south. (27) (See Map D)

 On 26 May, the enemy attacked end took Namkwl end the 2d Battalion
pul;ed_baok to a ridge about halfway to Myltkyina. (28)

On. 27 May, Company C of the 209th Engineer Combat Battalion, which hed
.been working.around the airstrip, wae attaohed to the 24 Batielion and shortly
thereafter the 2d Battalion was evacuated to Ledo, leaving the company of
enéineers to carry on. (29)

The 1st and 3d Battallons were now both back near the airatrip, both
badly depleted. Eveouations had reduced the Harauder strength of about 700
by«l-June. Evaouationa continued until by 15 July there were less than 200
driginal quauders left in the Myitkyine srea. (30) .

Let us now leave the Myltkyina scene and return to the States for the
ﬁackground to the second chapter of the Myltkyina operation.
| &n late March 1944, organizationa in the States were canvassed for
volunteera for a speclal aaaignmﬂnt in the tropica, with no further information
#%411 American combat operations in Burma were supplied by air drop; (24, 25)
4-2, p. 111; ***This river was 600 yards wide and very faet; (@) A-2, p. 110,

111, (27, 28, 29) A-2, p. 1123 (30) A-2, p. 118, . }
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as to the nature of the aseignment. Qualirioations were olther experlence
with troplosel troops or duty in the tropics end basic arm - Infentry, (31)
Tﬁe volunteer status was filled 100 per.cent as far as officers were
oonoérnﬁd, with the exception of a couple of medios who were given no choice,
- Mot of the officers came from two sourceas about 36 from the 2d Filipino
Infantry Regiment and the remainder ffom the 71st Light Divisgion (Mountein
Infantry from Camp Carson, Colorado). (32) Many of the officers from the
ﬁlst Divieion had had tropioa; experlence but the officers from the 2d
" F1lipino Regiment were accepted under the erroneous impression that because
they were with a Filipino outfit they were jungle trained. (33)
,The.ehliated olde presents & different plcture. They came from Just
~ about everywhere and from almost every branch of service, and, as far as I
Am able to ascertain, not more then 100 in the total of 3000 had volunteered.
._(34) They were mainly Shanghai's castoffs, misfita and men whom someone wanted
rid of fo: oﬁe reason or aenother., These people were assembled at Fort Meade
~&and augmentgd.by aﬁ edditional group of odd& end ends that_weré at Fort Meade,
men who hed missed other shipments by being in hospitel, AWOL, ete.  (35)

_ The.offioera spent about ten days et Fort Meade being progesaed and
welting, During this time they hed no definite idea that they were going to
-také enlisted men over. (36) The afternoon that they left Fort Mesde for
.Gamp Patriok Henry, they were teken to & loading point and there, for the
firat time, receivéd shipping lists and saw their men. (37)

 Two days were gpent at Camp Fatrick Honr§ in checking equipment and
;breparihé‘to sall, (38)
. The group boarded the USS General H. W. Butmer on 24 April and seiled
et 1830 that qvéning. The group wee not combat loaded, (39)
'(31, 32).Statement by Lt Col A. K. Harold, then Ex0, 3d Bn, 5307 Composite
Unit; (33) Statement by Capt James D. Holland, then GO, Hq Co, 3d Bn; (34)
Personal knowledge, result of talking with the men, other officers, eto;
(35) Statements of officers comprising ehipment, many of whom served with
‘theae men; (36) Statement, Lt Col Harold, then ExO, 3d Bn, 5307 Composite

Unit; (37, 38, 39) Statements by Lt Col Harold, Cspt Holland end other offi-
cers of shipment, 9.



On beoard, organizations were split and acrambled. Some of thé men Were
in compertments commanded by Air Corps officérs of & different unit shipping
on:the same boat. There was nelther space nor opportunity for.any kind of
organlzational sctivity. (40) The whole lot wes commanded by Trasmporte-
-tlon Corps escort officers who had one missions to deliver this crowd in
Bombay and get a receipt. These TC offlcers end the so=called "convoy offi-
.- cers" complemented each other in forming the perfect useleas taam.?)

On 18 May, the ship'alﬁewapaper carried a story of the fall of Myitkyina
end many aboard wondered if they would ever see that part of the world. 4
1ittle over two weeks later, many of these men were dead at Namkwi. (41)

The ship arrived off Bombay on 26 Mey, Before docking, a Lisutenant
Colonel from General Merrill's staff came asboard. All officers were assembled
in the ship's wardroom and this offlcer informed them that they were to join
thé Marauders in forming & light division. He atated that they would train
.in India &s a regiment, and then join in the Burma fight. He did ssy that

the pregent situation was in a stete of flux and plans were subject to

change., (42)

The troops debarked in battalion order, wearing woolen OD uniforms,
Sheufd govst cfinieds sE

field Jaokets,ﬁﬁpl} Paoka, and carrying overcoats.” (This in India in May. }

The iét“ﬁ;ézalionfdia;;barked £iret (upon reaching Myitkylna, this unit was
| redesignated the 3d Battalion; henceforth, I will refer to 1t =8 the 3d Batf
talion) and immediately boarded a "tréop train® for the trip aoroes India.

_ There apparently was no planning oonnected with fha tranaportation'
acroas India by anyone iﬁ.authority. Troopa aufféred for lack of water, and
ﬁpon arriving at Remgarh on the 30£h, after four hot, dusty days, no one was
prepared to receive the battalion. Apparently they had not been advised of
{ts coming. (4.3)
(40, 41, 42) Statements, Lt Col Harold, Capt Holland, and other officera of
'shipmant; (43) St;}ement Ms] Hollard and other officers of this bn.
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The battalion was finally billeted in some tents and an impfoviaed mege
:-;#aa eet up to perve K-rations, tea, and lemonsde. (44)
j: -After some hurried staff conferences, things began to heppen. Planes
fﬁére flown to Celcutta for weapons. Lieutenant Haraldéon, designated Bat-
;thlion S-4, began to lssue this hodge-podge assortment of weapons at 2000
that nights oarb:l_.nes, Ml's., .03's, 45~orliber p_istola,%&!d's and Lee-
?Eﬁrielda. That night the battalion was alerted for an air 1ift to Burma. '(45)
: The Battalion Commender took off in the firat plane with moat of his
;staff leaving no one in definite charge of the battal:lon. The Battalion
| éHeadqpartara COmpaqy Commander took off in plane No. 2 and larded at Chabua,
' éIndia, and found great dirficulty in obteining transportation to get to Burma.
_ ;Ho one seemed to be advised of their coming or knew what to do with them.
é@aptain-Holland, later Hajor, talked the bese commander at Chabua into fur-
%nishiﬁg _another'pian to complete the trip. The first plane carrying the
| éﬁattaiion Ooﬁmander had alfeady left for Burma. The groups that were follow-
éing the Battalion CO's plane hed no idea where.they were going. They were
?not Briefed - ﬁad_no maps or orders. What 1ittle information thef did get
%waﬁ from the pilots of the planes. (46) |
; In spite of the lack of planning,' the battalion managed to reach Myit-
'kyina after two days of sonfusion and tie-upas.*
The follewing day was spent in ettempting to organiaa this group into a .
taotical battalion, This wes easler said then déeme. With absolutely no |
.knoﬁledge bf their mgn,_ali the offigers could do ﬁas line them up and ask
- for all those who had ever fired a machine gun, a mortar, etc., or who had
any ﬁpedial tﬁaining. Capfain Holland, the Commander of Hesdquarteras Gompanj,
assisted by Lieutenant MoPsdden the Battalion S-1 end with the aid of the
-shipping lists, attempted as badt'he could to essign the men aocording toIMOS.
(44; 45, . 46) Statement, Ma] Holland and other officers of ﬁhis bn; #The men

and officersg arrived at Myltkyina still carrying. baggage, RA baga and suit-
oases.

é*ﬂwif) | 1



numbers whenever posalble, although the percentage of infaniry men was emall,
Men who had apparently mever done enything became riflemen end medics.  (47)

- The Heavy Weapons Company was equipped with three castoff 81 mm morters
(plus an extra base plate) and four heavy machine guns, all of which had béen
through the Marauders' campalgns and were in foul condition. The few 60 mm
morters lssued to the Rifle Compeniea were from the same source. Communica-
tions equipment coneisted of a few SCR 586 radios and a few field telephones
with some salvage wire., (48)

' The battalion was then given the misslon of setting up a perimeter
defense of the airstrip and immediately did so. {49)

' The 2d Battellon, after similar experiences and difficulties, arrived
at NMyltkyina dﬁring 1l, 2, 3 June, went into bivouae northeast of the alr-
strip, and on § June took over the perimeter defense of the eirstrip from
~ the 3@ Battalion.*

Now begins the most tragle and ocontroversiel episode of thls whole ceme
paigh. |
| According to many of the company grade officera, they were told that
ﬁhay were going out on a "Field Problem" when the battalion moved out from
the eiretrip on 5 June. (50)

The battalion, less X Company which had been aasignéd e separate miesion,
bivouscked about two miles southeest of Namkwi.
(47) Statements, Lt Gol Harold, Msj Jemes D. Holland, snd Lt Patasy Alglerd,
then ExO, Hq €O, and Plat Idr of the 3d Bn, respectively; (48, 49) Statement,
Me} James D. Holland, then Bn Hq Co CO; "This bn boarded a troop traln at
Bombey four hours behind the 3d Bn, but due to British hospltelity and the re-
markeble inefficliency of the Indlan raellway system, this grew into e 36~hour
interval. The train wee watered at Bombey ard by the end of the second day
- hed not been resupplied. The Bn Comdr put two officers in the ceb with pistols
end refused to ellow the train to move until & supply of water was put aboard.
It was not until then thet they got the first inkling of what was 1in store for
them. A Britlsh officlal appeared greatly sgiteted, informed them that they
were & high priority shipment, greetly needed in Burme, and eouldn't stop for
8uoh trivial thinge as water. He threatened with oourt-martials end firing
equads, but the train did not move until water was put aboard. (Statenent,

It Col H. K. Harold and other officers of this bn.}; {50) Statement, Lt
Algieri, 1dr of 1st Plet, L Co, 3@ Bn.
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_Thaf night e Lieutenant Colonel joined the battalien whose place in
the picture hes néver.boen mede clear. He acted s a sort of advieor and
éave the battellon ite miﬁeion, whlch was to take Namkwl, then turn right
and drive on to the Irraweddy River. (51) They were told that there was
éﬁdut one platoon of Jepensse in the aree end thet they were in bed shape.
(52) Thie wes the firet of o iong geries of misinformation that plagued
this battelion. | o

‘The officers and NCO's epent most of the night instructing the men in
the use of théir veapona., Many of them had.never seen an M1l or e TSMG end
the grest majority had had little or no range firing. (53)
.' captain_Brubsok* who up until thie time wes not gure of his place in
: ﬁhe battalion because of the indeolslon of the Battallion Commander wee finally
fold that he was in commend of the Heavy Weapons Company. He spent the re-
' ;ainder of the day and night canveseing the battalion for men with experience
to_fiil out his MG and:mortar crews. (54)
| _' Eﬁe'hattalion wae to atlack with two companles abreasti II Gompény on
the left wifh its flaenk on the Nemkwl River end L Company on the right with
_ita_flank on the rellroed. On the right of the rellroad wes & unif of the
- 236th Engineer Combat Battalion. Ceptain Brubeck was to provide support with
~ hie 81 mm mortafﬂ from the high ground on the south side of the paddy field
(ses Mep. D). The heavy MG's were sttached to L Compeny, There were NO
RESERVES. (55) | |

Three phase lines were establiahéd anﬁ tﬁese were drawn on all of the
eerlal photos that were avellabls and 1ssued to the officers. The companies
were to move formard until phase line one was reached.  Halt there end send
out patrols to reconmoiter to the'front,'then move forward to the second and
third lines in'a similer mener. |
| .(51, 52, 53) St#tament, Haj Jemes D, Holland, then CO of Bn Hq Co; *This
very efficlent officer leter won the DSC 1n the final ettaock on Myltlkyins;

(54) Told to the author by Cept Brubeck, then CO of M Co, 3d Bn; (55)
Stetement by Me] Holland, then CO, Bn Hq Co.
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_ Many of the officers in the attecking compenies and apparently all of
* the men were under the impression that they were going on a Field Problem. (56)

The compahiea moved out end the first phase line was reached without
incident. | |

Soon after lsaving the first'phase line, the units lost contect with
‘each otﬁer and shortly after orossing the paddy fleld the companies were out
of redio ocontact with battalion due to the short range of the SCR 536 radios.
| Thaj c;ntinued on, The men taking no interesﬁ in the "problem" appeared
‘bored with the whole thing,  (57)
| Helfway to phese line 2, the leeder of the lst Platoon of L Compeny
_noticed some officer equipment on the trail with blood on 1it, but attached
no importance to it as he had been told thﬁt tharé had been a few Japa in
i.lthe afea-bu£ they had been cleangd:out.i However, he was susploious enough
to warn Sergeant McDowell, his plafoon sergeent, to be alert. (58)

The compenies orossed the flooded paddy fleld. The men were heing
hurded forward, bored with the whole affalr when suddenly the Japanese opened
up with mortar, rifle and mechine-gun fire., Men went down; near penic ensued.
The officers making a gellant attempt to eutahliah;order and to press the
attack were going down 1ike ten pins. Almost complete disorganization was
provented frbm.becoming a route only through the herole actions of Lieuntenants
Sohwarta*,-Ken Campbell, Jim Applegate, Jim Blocker, Billy Payne, Fatsy
hlgieri, 1 Gompahf'a let Sérgeant whose name I do not reoell, end Lieutenant
Mitchell who was wounded. GCaptain Corey, Commander of L Company, and his
'tadid 0perator.were killed in the first few minutes and the radio deatroyad. (59)

 The leader of the 1lst Pletoon of L Compeny, who was next to the railroed,
aetermined that the fire on his platoon wes coming from the vielnity of a
t56)fstatement; Lt Algiari, 1ldr of 1lst Plat of L.Go, and later CO of L Co,
following the death of Capt Corey in this action; (57, 58) Statement, Lt
Algieri, then 1dr of lst Plat, L Co; *Later killed in the Centrel Burma

Campaign; (59) Statements, Ma] Holland, Lt Algleri. Much of the information
. waa told to the author by officera present after he Joined the ba..
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failroad bridge to his right. His platoon msrgeant reported meny men were

hit. The Platoon Leader, Lleutenent Alglerl, sent out two rumners, one to

the left in en effort to confaot the 2d Platoon on his left and the other

to the rear to obtain support from the machine-gun and mortar gections that

. were suppoged tp be followlng the lst and 24 Platoons. Soon these rumners

reported that they ocould not contaot elther one. He then ordered his platoon
éérgeant, Sergeant McDowell, to employ all the autometic weepons against tho.
bridge while he attempted to pull back the platoon with the wounded. (60)

During the withdrewal, the ﬁen of the liéht machine-gun and mortar sec-
tione weré dlgocovered siﬁting under & group of trees smoking, The fuming
Platoon Leader, demending to know the resson for this, was told that they had
heard the firing but thought it waa-part of the problem and so did not bother
to investigate. The platoon had elght wounded, one of whom was to dle upon
reachiﬁg the aid station. (61)

A noige wes heard from the other side of the railroad. Upon investigating,

Lieutenant Algleri discovered the combat engineers digging in there. They

Joined foroee and dug in. The engineers had a radio and Lieutenant Algleri

contacted hattalion and wes informed that the battalionﬂhad withdrewn tb its
6rigina1 position on the south side of the paddy fleld and for him to Etay
where he was for the night and rejoin the_battalioﬁ next day. {62)

Upon rejoining the battaellon the followihg dey, he was informed that he
was in command of the company as the Compsny Gommander, Ceptaln Corey, had
been killed. (63) |

Cagualties in the battalion were very heavy, incluﬁing 12 officers. (64)

Two deys later, on 8 June, the battalion wes moved to the vicinity of
the road.fork at thhapur {see Map D) where it remained for one day, (65)
 The following dey, it moved on to Msnkrin on the river (see Mep D) with-
out oppositipn, thus cutting the enemy route from Hyitkyina to the north,
(60, 61, 62, 63, 64) Statement, Lt.Algieri, then ldr, lst Plet, Co L; (65)

Statement, Mej) James D. Holland, then CO, Bn Hq Co.
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Tt then turned sowth with its 1eft flank on the river, and hed the oppor-
ﬁunity been properly exploited could probably have advanced almost to Myit-
kyina. Howefer, the enemy was given adequate warning and the’ opportunity
_iaa loat; K Compaqy wes sent out to reconnolter the area. All wes qulet
and everything appeared clear when suddenly the enemy attacked. The company
" broke and fell'baék in confusion ieaving their wounded and dead.- The twice
wounded Company Commender, Captein McMasters, was killed while trying to
relly his men. (66)

The next day, the battalion attacked end moved forward about 150 yards,
- then stalled and the men dug in. They had advanced fer enough to recover
gome of thei; dead. In some casee these were founml to have been muitileted.
(67) Thie fact poaed.a new moralé problém for.the officers. The mnen de-
veloped a morbid fear of heving thelr bodies fall into the hande of the
enemy. (68) - |

-Half-hearted:atﬁacks.were oontinued for the mext two deys without gain-
.ing a yard. {69) The battalion remained here until 24 June when they were
relieved by the 2 Battalion. (70} | |

The 34 Bettalion then moved back to the airstrip end took over the de-
fensive perimeter that wes vacated by the 24 Battelion. (71)

The author took command of Company E on 15 July 1944. At that time,
the company wes oceupying a section of the perimmter around the eirstrip.
It was during the monsoon season and the rain and sun elternated during the
day wiﬁh.the rain‘dominating the night. The men were in pitlable condition.
Many did not have either Blankets'br shelter halfs-and were simply living on
ﬁhe graﬁnd wiﬁhdut the slightest cover, exposed to the elements. Sleeping
~in rein and md. Many were even without tollet articles. Their weapons
for the most part were in a rundown cdﬁdition due to a lack of oleaning
(66, 67) Stetement, T/Sgt Newmen, Plat Sgt, Co K; (68) Personal knowledge;
(69, 70, 71) Stetement, Lt Alglexi, then CO of L Co.
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' materiels aﬁd e general feeling of deapair and bitterness that permeated
the whole battalion. (72) | |
| Every effort on my part to obtaln supplies wag uneuoccessful .* The
ﬁattalion Comﬁander would refer me to the-3;4 and the S«4 inpisted thet he
tried many times and could not get ary supplies. He stated that he several
'timaa requesﬁed'the Battalion Gommander to do something about 1t but with
~ no results.

A startling contrast wae immedietely apparent between the misereble
oonditions exiafing in the companles and the relatively régal.splendor of
the Baﬁtalion CP. Thia oonsisted of & British wall tent for the exelusive
use of the Battallon Commander and three American pyramidel tente for the
staff end the remainder of the CP personnel. In the CO's tent was a send-
bagged foxhole at ieaat eight feet deep. Next to 1t wes another excavation |
#1x feet deep, six feet long and three feet wide, 1ined with sandbags end
| with an additional four feet of ﬁandbaga protruding sbove the ground. At
the bottom of thle excavatlon was a cot with numerous blankets and four
.ohairs with two folded blaenkets on each chair as cushions. (Many.men in my
compeny were without blankets.) Numerous souvenirs and two orderlies com-
pleted the ploture.

The following deys were a struggle against the weather, offiolel apathy.
-and negligence, and a general feeling of suapicion, bitterness and despalr,
to try to whip the oompany into condition for what I was oertain waé in the
6ffing ~ a death struggle againat'the enemy in Myitkyina. My chlef ooncern
ﬁas in correoting the meﬁtal attitude:of the men. There existed an under-

current of diaﬁruét. Every new project or fisld exerolse was greeted with
suspioibn.*#

Second in importance was instruction in the care and use of their weepons,
and third; orgenization. Although these men had been essoclated a8 a company
(72) Personal knowledge; *The most @erious shortege from e tactical point of

view was in entrencbing tooles. Less than half the oompeny hed shovels.
#*The term "problem" had an ominous meaning for these men.
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for six weeks, they were so spread out, occupying such a large section of
the perimeter gnd almogt never sssembled, that ontslde of thelr own squeda
éhd, in meny caeses within squeds, they sti1ll did not know or have eny con-
fidence or trust in eaoh other. |

To oorrect this, I assembled as many as possible and as often as possible
for informationel talks and instruotion. I required deily inspeotiona of
ieapona and suoceeded in impresaing on the men the vital neceasity of keeping

: their weapons in aﬁoh oondition thaﬁ they could be depended on in any emer- |
géncy. ‘I preached the great importance of tesmwork and the right of every
soldler to feel that he could absolutely dépend on the man on his right and
on hia left to do his pert as they moved forward in the attack.

At the seme tims diacipliné wﬁs not overlooked. I refused to allow them
to feel sorry for themselves. They were required to shave daily. It was
necessary for wany wen to share their rasgors with otheras.
| On 25 July I was instructed to send a representative to go with the
Battallion Executive Offlcer, Major Harrold*, to reconnolter a new arsa that
the battalion wes to oooupy. It was understood thet the 3d Battalion would
ocﬁupy a popition extending from the rifle range to the 236th Engineer Bat-
talion area, thus relieving two Chinese battalions and the 236th Engineers.

" This would have given us & fromt of ebout 2000 yards,

The next ﬁorning, 26 July, the battalion, undar.the Exeoutive Offlcerp¥+,
moved ont and after proceeding for about two hours, we were about to move into
the new positions when some runners met the oblun£ with inetructions for the
battaliOn to move into the area behind the engineers. We did as directed
and bivouscked along the road to Redhspur. (See Map D} The engineers moved
out and the Battalicn CP wap establlshed in the one vacated by the engineers.

~ Late thatlafternoon I was ingtruoted to report to tﬁe Battalion CP,**¥
iThare-I found the other Company Commanders, the Exeoutive Officer, and.staff,

'Lé%it wae 8 tragédy of rank that-thia_offioer was not in command of the bnj

#%The Bn Comdr had gone up to the Regtl CP at the road fork at Radhapur; %
The Bn CP wap about 1200 yde ecuth of my Co area.
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but the Battalion Gommander'ias not ﬁresent. Everyone was simply sitting

around and walting - walting for what, no one knew of_showed muoh interéat

in --a11 eppeared bored. . I asked, "What's up?" Someons mumbled, "Who
knows 7

Along toward duek, the Battalion Commender ceme in. No one pald any
attention to bim nor he to anyone else. He was inlnb_hurry and gave not
the'alighteat indication that enything unusual wes afoot. He spoke a few
words to diffqrant people arcund the CP and had some coffee. Time was the
legst of his worries., I was getting impatlent ae were the others. About
-thirty minutes after bhe arrived, he called the Company Commanders together
* gnd informed us that we would ;ttaok-tha next morning at 0500, The formation
would be & column of compeniea with the compenies in & column of platoona.i
My oompa:_ﬁr was to lead the attack, followed by I, L, and M. One platoon of
- L Company under Lieutenant Lee Nelson was acroas the Irrawaddy River under

direot control of Tesk Force Headquartérs.** The I & R Platoon, under
| Lieutensnt Jordan Adkins*** was on the river at Pamatl, elsc under Task Foroe
Headqparters;. _ _

The plan was to attack directly across a flooded paﬁdy field nearly 400
yardﬁ wide {see Mep E), and establish a perimeter on the other aide. No
further mission wes given, but everyone assumed thet after bullding up supplies
we would oontimue the attack info Myltkyina. L Company's miesion was to turn
north end defend ageinst Japanese force supposed t¢ be between us end the 24 -
Battalion. The 24 Battalion was then occupying a position soﬁth of Mankrin
and they too were to attack on the 27th. _

_ .Thé attgdk wag to be aupporﬁad:by 8 30-minute artillery preparation that
wag tﬁ astart at 0430,
'*Stipulating the compeny formation by the Bn Comdr was a violation of American .

teachings; **The "Myiltkyina Task Foroe" comprised all of the Allled troops
beajeging Hyitkying, ##¥K1illed in ection in the Central Burma Campaign.



The plan waa to have my 00mpany move out at 0415 to a point about 150
_yﬁrdé from the enemy eide and ﬁhen walt for the artillery to open. When
the artillery 1ifted at 0500 we wore to move in. This plen I conaidered
as unnecessarily risky. The fleld was covered with water - in some places
knee deep - anﬂ a bodj of troops moving acroae in the stillmese of early
morning wounld probably alert the enemy into firing his FPL. Inasmuch aa
there was no cover avallable, this ocould result in excesesive casualtles and
would probably cause the attack to fail.¥
| My suggeation Tas to walt until the artilllery opened and then to move
out under cover of the noisa; We had nothing to‘éain by goving out early
and everything to lose. This suggestion was ignored.

. I was to have the head of my company on the rosd opposite the Bettalion
CP at 0330. There i would pick up one platoon of heavy machine guns that
was to be in &ireot support of my company. I wes to plck up one reel of
wire and then proceed on dewn to the jﬁmp-off point,

I was not satisfied with either the plan or the formation. The eritiocal
period in the attack would be-the few seconds from the time tholartillery
1ifted until we oould reach the enemy position. Common sense dictated the
héoeaaity of getting &8 meny men as poselble in on top of the enemy in the
. shorteat poseible time; _This could only be accomplished by having two com~
panies attack abreast and thén.charging the enemy the moment the artillery
iifted. Going acrose in a oolumn of platoons meant that only a few men would
reach the enemy in the first oritical moments, leaving the remainder of the
battalion gpread out in a long oolumn, completely exposed to any flanklng
or morter fire that the ememy could bring to bear. Another grest disadvantage
was in the necesaity for réahuffling troops on the enemy eide in the face of
an almost certain counterattaock.

_Hy greatest concern was the'reaction.of-the men if enother blunder

#I was skeptical of the ability of thése men to absorb heavy losses and still
econtinue on, _ '
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oocurred. I felt that I had succeeded in convinoing them that from now on
. things would be différbnt, thet all of the blundering wes in the past. I
wep aﬁre that another effalr in which they wers unneoessarily cut up would
Eo disillusion them in thelr leaders that they would never become an effec-
tive force. |

Followiné the issuance of the order, tﬁe Battalion Commander said he
would show me the jump-off point. We left the CP gnd_proceeded to a spot
near the west side of the paddy fleld. In the gathering dusk, he peinted
fo the other side and said to go across there.

Attacking across "theré“ appsared to me to be a formidable undertsking.
The plaos chosen was the wldest part of the paddy. I asld, "OK" and we turned
béck towards tbe CP.

| 4a we walked back in the gathering darknesa, he amgﬁed me by saying,
"l want you to bring your lieutenants up here and show them‘the.grcund and
bring your NCO'B up too. Make sura evéryone ia thoroughly oriented." He
~ completely ignored the fact that it was nﬁw elmost dark and my company was
over a half-mile distant.

I left him at the Bettalion CP and proﬁeeded oﬁ down the road towardse
my oompap&. I assembled wy platoon leaders and NCO's and told them the plan.
I hgd an aerial photo of the area over which we were going to attack and hy
. the use of a'flﬁahlighf I orlentsd them aa beat I could.

: ‘I ordered the oompany alerted at 0200. They were to be on the road et
o230, | |

The next morning we moved out on schedule. The night was piteh black.
A8 we moved on down the road paat the I Gbmpany area, thet unit, walting by
ﬁha gide of the road, fel% in behind. The night was so black it was lika
walling through an ink well. Lesding the oolumn, I tried vainly to make out
some.lanﬁmark. After walking for ébdut twenty minhtés, I heard some activity

~on the.side of the road. I suspected we were close to the point on the road
. 21.



where I was to turn left to reach the jump-off point, I halted the column
and contacted the leader of tha heavy machine gun platoon* that was to support
ny company and told him to follow my lest platoon.

We moved'oﬁ to the edge of the paddy field. .It was now about 0345, I
formed the company a8 silently ae possible and walted. |

The night before I hed impfasaed on the leaders the vital necessity of
moving in fast the moment the supporting fires 1lifted. If discovered and
brought under enemy fire, the sensible way to go was forward. In any.base,
no metter what happened, once we started acroes the padﬂy, no man would teke
a backward step. |

For purposes of morsle, I décided to lead the attack. Theloperation
looked 1ike a suioildal one. I was unessy that a sudden exposure to enemy
.fire in thaﬁ neked field would cause a penic and failure. I was certain
they would follow me.

0415 - We moved out.

We proceeded across &s ﬁilently as possible until we reached a poilnt
gbout 150 yards from the enemy side, I halted the column. I oheoked m&
watch -~ 0425 - not & sound from the enemy aide.

I now regretted that an ertillery preparstion had been plenned., I was
certain we could have moved in under cover of the inky blackness without
firing & shot. Too late now. I checked the time again - 0430 - when &
whistling swish = the artillery was right on time.

The first few rounds fell short, leas than 50 yards from m& oompany.

T was telling Sergeant Smith, who was next to me carrying an SCR 300 radio,
_'to inform battelion the artillery was short and to increase the range when
an avalanoﬁe descended right on top of the ocolumn and all the way back to
the Battalion CP.

| Smith seld he oould not contact battalion. I told the men to pasa the

%Lt Delores; waﬁnded twice in the aﬁbaeqpant battle and winner of the DSG;
‘Beverely wounded &' third time in the Central Burme Campalgn,
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the word back to stop the firing. "Stop the artillery" went roaring back
éldﬁg the column, but the artillery képt coming.
- The artillery that was firing was one Chinese battalion of 105 mm guns
.firing from a position east of the airatrip end one American bettery of
75'a (3 guns) from the vicinity-of the road fork at Redhapur. (See Map D)

I grgatly feared this wes the straw that would bfeak the camel's haék;
| Not a man broke. They held their general formations while taking as
'ﬁuch gover as possibla. .I moved from aquad to squed and told them to stand
firm and assured them we would get 1t stopped soon.

' The fire thet was landing on the leading companies waes from the Chinese

'hattalion of 105'e, The Battalion CP was belng hit by the American 75's
from Radhapur. The American'battery was goon contacted and its fire atopped,
but that did“the compenies no good, especlelly mine that was exposed in the
‘middle of the paddy like ducks on a pond.

My chief concern now was in meintaining our formation. The fire con-
ﬂinued on a8 intensive as ever ae the hands on my watch moved oloser to five
o'clook. I ooculd not understand why this fire could not be atopped. Later
I was to learn of the ineredible fact thet not only had the ertillery not
been regiatered in but that there was no commnication with the Chlnese
artillery, 8o the fire came down, men were hit, end nothing could be done
about it.

: I checked the time - 0455. The first streaks of light heralded the new

' day - only five mimutes to go. I alerted my men end urged them to move in

gas rapldly es posslble the moment the fire 1ifted.

.Five ololook! The fire begen to slacken., Get reedy! I was too optimis-
tic. The artillery was supposed to fire from 0430 to 0500, Now at 0500,
whﬁn "Cense Fire" should have been givan, it came down with greater intenaity
than efer, most of.it-on mw 00mpany; The men flattened as best they could |

in the flooded field.
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Five paa£ five._ The fire continued. The morning now was ﬁecoming
rapidly lighter. The enemy side could be clearly ssen; so could the sitting
ducks. |

Ten past five - gysers erupting all over the area.

Five fifteen - no change. Broad daylight now.

Five twenty ~ wont those brew~--~ ever stop? I looked back towards the
rear of the column. Everyone not in the paddy hed taken cover., The mortars
_ fhﬁt were to support our crossing were not firing, the crews having been
“driven eway from their guns by the fire.

Five twenty-two - fire began to slacken.

Five twenty-five - Still Firing!

To hell with it - let's go!

The company moved forward as one man,

We raced for the enemy side. Next. to me wes Sergeant Smith and Privatss
Sardelle end Tieckey, my runneré. Immediately behind me was Lieutenant Algleri
with Corporal Duncan lesding the 1lst Platoon. I glanced to my left. Sergeant
IPeteh Pestrano, a tough Regular Army Indian, wes driving forward.
| We gained the opposite side. Two Japs in the first dugout dled, Ten
yards in from the paddy's edge, we knocked out a machine-gun crew of three.
Corporal Duncen killed & Jap rifleman just beyond the maohine-gun nest,

The 1lat Platoon was now driving up the trail. A machine gun opened into
their flank from & position alﬁost under my feet, it apparently wes firing
from the same dugout as the one we had just destroyed.* This aéqond gun was
_immediately destroyed and three more Japs died.

The 3d Platoon ¥eS NOW 2cross and pushing to the south along the paddy.
:The 2d Pletoon moved in on the left of the first, The Machine gun and
iWeapbna.Platoon was now over. We now had a half-moon perimeter with its
flanks on the paddy. 1 ordered the men to dig in quickly in anticipation

*There were two separate dugouts and as far as I could see they were not
connected. Thle wes unusuel.
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of a oounterattack, The machine guna were in position and Lieutenant Meade
began regiatering his mortars.

I Company wes pourling over now,.the lst Platoon led by Ideutenant Newman.*
He asked, "Where do yoﬁ want ﬁa?" I pointed to the frail that separated the
perimeter and told him to deploy from the trail to the left, that I Company
would océupy that part of the perimeter. When they were in position, I
mqvéd all of my ﬁsn to the right sid[_of the trall. We then moved the wholse
perimeter forward abouf 25 yards to meke room for so many additlonsl men,

:_ L Company followed, less one platoom**, snd drove to the north to guard
ﬁgainat a.Jap force that was auppbaed to be between us and the 2d Batthlion.
They established a mumber of-ouipoeta to the north and west and reached out
a8 far as 900 to 1000 yards 6r almost to the 2d Battalion. They had no major
‘action here, but encountered mumerocus Jap patrols and suffered cesuelties
| frqm.infiltrétion groupa., ‘ |

_ ¥ Cowpany now ceme over end was & welcome addition, for hy now the Japs
'wefe.pufting_hsavy pressure on ﬁy right. We soon determined that the enemy
was defending almost exclusively from the south (direction of Hyitkyina)._

He faced our wﬁole line south with I comﬁany extending to the east. My fight
‘wes now on the paddy with my left tied in with I Compeny on the north-south
: tfail. I Goﬁpany extended to the east 100 yards and bent back to tie in
with M whioh guarded the rear of the perimeter.

| I had three men badly wounded. Among other things we were not provided
"with stretchers. I told my Execﬁtive Offider to cell and have some eent
.bver'if avallsble. After a short conversatlon®i*he said thére were none ﬁt
% This officer in the fighting around Myitkyine killed 27 Japaneae, won the
DSC and Sllver Star and hed been wounded twice; **One platoon was on outpost
duty across the Irrawaddy River; ##I later learned that the Bn Hq Commandsnt
took the phone 681l and requested the Bn Comdr for use of a stretoher that
he was uaging for a bunk, The answer was, "Let them use bemboo." Thia was

told to me by the officer who took the phone ocall while we hoth were patients
&t the 20th General Hospital, Ledo, India.
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battalion and that we would have-to construct stretchers from bamboo.* This
-was.done and the wounded ocarrled back across the paddy, which was under con-
stant 'Jap.anoae sniper fire. | |

From my right platoon came & report of a Jap aniper fhat was making the
‘right squad’'s area untensble. This platoon was dug in in very thick jungld
grawﬁh. Visibility was limited to a few yarda.. Bvery effort to looate him
wae frultlees. He had already hit two men. I had been oheaking the peri-
meter and wes on my w@y to the Cf when I was told that he got another. At
the CF my Executlve Offlcer told me that the Battalibn Commander ordered
patrols sent out. ' | . |

As we were telking, a shell exploded near the edge of the ﬁaddy - not
twanty yerds from us. .We tock cover instantly, then a series of explosions
- reked the perimeter, Normslly an artiilery shell can be heard coming in,

We hed no warning that these were coming, The answer was obvious. The Japs
were firing a_:ield piaoe'from puch an extremely short range that the shells
éxplodod before the sound of the mizzle blast reached us. The soldlers im-
‘mediately named 1t "Whistling Willie". It wes not a:very appropriste name

Bacause 1t didn't whistle or meke any other nolse untll the explosionm.

When the firing, which had only 1aa£ed a few seoonds stopped, I asked
the lieutenant if there was 'amhing speclal that the Colonel wanted the.
patrole to do. He sald that no mention was made of any specific mission,
just send out patrols.

| As we were talking, the phone rang. The 3d Flatoon reported'another man
hit by the same sniper. '

The phene rang sgein. Tt was the S-3. The Colonel wanted to know if
.the'patrola had gone out, I asked him what the patrols were supposed to do.
If it was to loecate the enemy, then there was no nzed‘for patrols, I could
throw a rock #nd hit a Jep in almost eny direotion. He said the Colonel
#90% of our evacuations were by this'improviaed mothod. Two lengths of bamboa

would be cut and together with a shelter helf, ralnccat or two or more fatigue
blouses, a sultable device could be made to carry the casualties. ,
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didn't state any mission, Just send out patrols.*

I called ay platoons end aseigned eaﬁh a sector and told each of them
ﬁo.uend out a patrol. Platoon Sergeent Comnery, of fhe 3d FPlatoon, sent
yprd that he would lsad a petrol but he would "get that sniper firath,
_Thié gallant old Sergeant (5 years Merine mervioce, 10 yeara Reguler Army
§arrying e submaochins gun) walked boldly in the direction of the enemy. He
ﬁad not teken five steps when he went down with a bullet throwgh the heart.

Shortly thereafter all platoons reported their patrols fired on elmost
immedihtoly upon leaving the perimeter.

Thé remaind.r of the day was apeﬁt in improving our positions and in
#tooking ampunition, For several houre this was accomplished by han@ carry
écroua the paddy. These kida'"qun the gauntlet™, many times earrying
hortar'and small arms ammuhition from the battalion supply point. Then a
mule train was made available. These were heavily ioaded at battelion with
ammunition and rations and.then led sacrose. This greatly alleviated the
ﬁupply aitﬁation, but unfortunately the miles presented such a large terget
tha£ at least one end sometimes two were loast on each trip.- |

‘To out down the casualties of men and animals orossing this field, our
81 mm ﬁortars fired a smoke concentration along the edge of the paddy in an
offort to blind the Jap sniperb. This greatly alded the orosasings.

About the middle of the forenoon, the Artillery Lisison Officer, Captain
McRee, introduced himaelf-to e . He was attached from the Chinege artillery
L Group. He was to direot the AneTioen battery of 75's based at Radhspur.
This battery had only 3 guns and geldom had any ammunition. After each attack,
HoRag would heve a few roundg fired to regipter on the FPL and that's all
they oﬁuld efford. They never had enough to support an atteack and so we
| jiaoly éavnd what they did have for emergenoy fires on the FPL.w#*
*Patrélling_ffom a perimeter in the jungle while in close contaot with the
Japs 1s the "most likely to succesd" method of ocommitting suiloide that has
yot been devised; *#The paddy wee under constant sniper fire; ##*Lt Col
Harrold, then Bn ExO, stated that he kept abreast of their supply status by

counting the rounda fired and many times they were bBlU' 50 on HE and in the
20's on WP.
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As'dgak was gathering, the phone rang. The Battsalion Gomhandlr ardered
me to send a fhree-man patrol with en SCR 300 radio into the village of
_ S&Eéggg which was on the northern edge of Myitkyina. They were to move out
after dark, pass through the enemy lines, enter the village, and report
'efary 20 minutes directly to battalion. Thise was an incredible order
:aﬁounting to almost a daatﬁ sgntence for whoever was chosen. |

An gnalyiia of this mission rgveald'ita suloidal character. These men,
begides carrying the esszentiezl weapons and equipment of war, were to teke s
i38-pound radio and proceed oné mile behind Japanese lines into an enemy-~held
.villago and, furthermore, on & night mission where silence is paramount,
they were to open a 300 radic with ite resulting nolse every 20 minut#s all.
. during the night, then make their way back egein through enemy lines and find
their way into a amall perimeter.¥ Agide from thé extreme danger, their
_chaneea of obteining any useful military information was ﬁractically nil,
:Neodlnss to saj, the patrol did not get very far. The eremy, alweys dis-
aéreeable about such things, soon convinced the patrol leader that the paths
to Sitepur led but to the grave. After two futile attempts he withdrew back
into the perimeter commenting audibly and quite profanely on the ancestry of
certain leaders. '
| IThe remaindar of the night was quiet save far ﬁhe bursting of grensades
- thrown by our men eg they heerd or imagined they heard or saw Jape attempting
infiltretion®* and the haressing enemy mortar fire.
. The next morning the Battalion Commander again ordered patrols outl.###
+0ur perimeter was not over 200 yds in diameﬁer;_**ﬂ favorite triok of the
Japanese was to arcuse our men into firing, especlally thelr avtomatic
weepons in an attempt to looate them, then to orawl forward an inch at a
time and grenads them. Eaoh night we stooked each foxhole with 211 avallable
grenades and warned the men NOT to fire during the night except to stop en

attack; inatead to throw grenades at suepected enemy. This proved gquite
productive. Beveral mornings desd Japs were found close to the psrimeter;

. wwxIt was the ooncensus of all officers in contact with the Jepe that pa-

trolling under existing conditions was stupid, wasteful of manpower and morale
wearing with no compensating results. We knew where the enemy was, his ap-
proximste strength and weapons. Patrols could not obtain any information that

- we did not already know. The enemy was trepped in the Myitkyina aree without

hope of reinforcements. The only sensible course to follow wes to stookplle
ammnition erd ettack until he was ‘destroyed.
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I determined to make them strong end to support them with mortars if
necessary. I ordered each rifle platoon to eend out a seven man patrol,
gave each & definite mector, provided them with radios. I contacted the
Heavy Weapons Compeny Commander** and requested mortar support in cese they
got into trouble. |

The patrols moved out;shortly.theraaftur, they reported contact with .
the enemy; The patrol from the first platﬁon wase efidently in trouble., I
went ovef to the Heavy Weapons Company area. Ceptein Brubeék was telking
over the radio.’ His 81 mm morters were firing., The patrol wes being fired
on-by'two mechine guns and the petrol leader wes attemﬁting to direct the
__ﬁortar fire on these guns. They were not getting snywhere, claiming they
céuld not gee the burst in the brush.
. I seked him where they were. He replied, "To the right of the trail
and about 100 yards from the perimster."
I walkeqd ddwn the trail, I heard firing but could not ses anything.
I contipued on about 100 yards, Off to the right of the.trail'was e huge
bomb c:atof. In it.was.the patrol deployed around the run. The leader wes
talking over the radio., The firing wae from a position further on. I walked
- to the edge ¢f the orater. One of the men looked up &t me and said, "You
Letter get down, Ceptain, there's a machine gur hehind you." I jumped into
the orsater and in@tantly two guns opened fire, one from a position aoross
the trail directly behind where I had been standing end the other from off
io our left front. I attempted to locate these guns and could now understand
the difficultj the petrol leader hed sncountered direoting mortar fire from
thia-pogition. The machinégun fire waﬁ skimming the top of the oreter. It
was very dangerous $o ﬁhanqe more then & glimpse over the top. The surround-
ing area wﬁa davered with a thick undergrowth, The morﬁar bursts could not
be @een. . |
#Cept Brubebk, the same officer who wes given command of the Hv Wpns Co as

it wes moving toward contact with the Japs at Namki on the "Problem", He
won. the BSC for extraordinery hercism at Myitkyina.
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" The £iring to our front was from the patrol from the 2d Platoon which
was in e fire-fight with a group of enemy sbout 25 yerds south of the crater.
.I crawled toward them and direoted the patrol leader to withdraw to the
parimeter'ahd I would cover him with the patrol in the crater. I crawled
5ack to the orater, and after they head paésed us, all crawling, I ordered
the men with me to crawl back towards our 1in§B; When the last mean had moved
out safely, I followed, by now pretty well fed up with the atupid patrolling.
o Short]y efter noon, I notioed a curious aotivity on the other side of
the paddy. About 50 yards out from the bank were four men who appeared to
be walking double sentry duty. They were welking back and forth ea if on
| -guard. I geked my Exeoutive Officer what they could possibiy be dbing.other
thern trying to commit suloide. He studioa them & while and seld, “Boaf's me.,"
I told him to oesll battalion and find out.

- By this time, I was prepared for almost anything emanating from the
.Battalion CP,'fut this waa a classic.

- The Bettalion Commander himgelf was golng to droaa the paddy to join
his battalion that had been fighting elone for a day and e half; that 1is,
| he weuld eroes under cerﬁain conditions. The dey before, when the enipere
were 80 aotive, was not the time, iven though the passage was made many times
by privates carrjing ammunition over and wounded beok.

This mornming had been quiet as far aﬁ aniping wag concerred, probably
.beCauae of the patrollingf' 5till, anything so indispenssble could not take
éhances. To meke sure, he ordered these men to move out into the peddy to
eot e8 a decoy. They Hﬁ%g{back and forth to see if they would draw fire.*
| The'unprediotubie Jeps did not fire. Reassured, he loeded two mules
-ﬁith hiﬁ personal equipment. These formsd pert of the next trein to ecross,
.?thhing that had happened up.tb this time po clearly demonstrated how |
utterly unfit thls men was to command enything. A4side from a complete dla-
regerd for other people's lives, he had not the slightest conception of

teotics. Throughout the entire operation, hig chief concern wea in his
own comfort and welfare, ' ' :
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The mortars fired the usuel smoke concentration end the train started out.
They reached the middle of the paddy when they were brought'un&er fire from
the seme ares as the day before. On this trip two miles were loat, but they
| were carrying'ammunition. The first shot chenged the Colamel's march table.
He made a quick_astimate of the sltuatlon and decided he was more valuable
with the homeguard.

| The remainder of the day was uneventful. Firing waa spaSmodié around
the perimeter. "Whistling Willde" peid his respects a few times and, of
aourse, the anlpers fired on anything that oroased tbe pﬁddy.

The night wgs'qpiet gave for the usual grenedea and haressing mortar fire.

The next afternoon, 29 July, Ceptein Brubeck, the Heavy Weapons Company
.'Gommandar, got & call from bettalion. He was ordered to attack with the
forces acrose the paddy, less L Company, which was on outpost duty to the north.

The three Company Commandere got together and determined on a plan. The
tarrain end alze of our force ruled ocut any meneuver. We declded to atteck
Btraight a&uth with our right on the péddy. Mortsres of the Haﬁvy Veeponsa
Compeny and the 60&sginrthe:Rifle Companles would support the attack.*

We Jumped off and from the aﬁaﬁt-the golng wae very aloﬁ. The jungle
growth in front of my compeny was 5¢ dense, viaibility was limited to & few
yarde. ‘The terrain in front of I Company wes more open, more 1n the nature of
h@dgerowa.but almost as hard to traverse. The Japs would.not back up a yard.
It was nQGGBaéry to kill each one individually and to grenade every dugout
. or opening that might possible house a Jap. I made my way over to my left
ﬁlatoon whose leff‘flank wad on the tréil, the boundary between I and K |
Companieé. The aggresslve Captain Brubeck was there, personally directing
the fire of his heavy machine gunners who were trylng to knock out some enemy
across the trall who were delaying the advance. The guna were right on the
front line, I made my way along tpe line to my right platbon. They were

*The artlllery could not afford the ammunition.
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éfopped by a solid well of interwoven jungle growth 8 feet high, broken only
bj‘ona opening and only large enough to admit one man at & time. On the

énemy Bilde wae Sergeent Jasinsky, 1eﬁder of the second squad, and one of his
men engaged 1n a fire~fight with an enemy just a few yards to the front. On
our side of the wall; Lieutenﬁnt Meade, my weapons platoon leader, was re-
moving a morter tube from the base plete.* He suggested pulling Jasinsky
back and let him drop a few on the Nipa.

I told Jgsinsky and the other men to pull back, He began to orawl back -

land'then-jumped up to dash through the opening. 4s he did so, & grenada oame
hurtling towards him. The ﬁan with him screemed, "Down!", Jasinaky hit the
'éround the instant the grenade exploded. He was not hurt end both msn managgd
tonmaka their way back. I noted from where the grenade osme end Lieutenant
Meade began firing and brought the shells progressively closer until they
ﬁere'exploding less then twenty yérds to our front and on the spot where we
were certein the Japs wers. Captaln Brubeck came up as this was going on

énd gfte; Meade had fired a few rounds, Brubeck said, "let's get the g==-
'of bewee=B and we rushed through the opening and in on top of the Japs, kill-
ing three not ten yards beyond the hedge wail. The men now ocame pouring
through, fanning out to the right and left forming & skirmish line. I could
see only part of.the line beoause of the heavy growth. i direoted the men
'tﬁ put & fresh olip in their weepons, keep contact to right and left, and
fire straight to the front as we went forward end to fire into any opening
© or olump of bruah or anything that could concelvably hiﬂe a Jap.

| Wie went forwgrd with marching fire, shooting up every clump, raking

évery tree, and grenading every hole., We made good progresa, halting several
times to replenish ammunition.**
‘#Thia offloer wes very accurate firing a mortar without the base plate, es~
peclally st such extremely close range as in this case; ** This is an excellent
method to use with green troope. Men lined wp almost shoulder to shoulder glves
& feeling of sgtrength and security .and the noilse of the firing oconstitutes a
favoreble morale faotor. If inexperienced troops can be kept firimg, they will

‘oontinue to move forwerd. The one great disadvantage 1s the prodigious expen-
'diture of ammmnition and the danger of the exoited men firing their lest round.
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We reached our cbjective 1ine about an hour before dark. I halted the
company to regain control aﬁd to determine the exact location of the unit
on my left,’to insure that we were still in contaot. | .

My redio operetor said that the Battalilon Commander wiahed-to speak to
me. He esked me how things were going. I replied that we had reached our
, dbjactive and were preparing to organize a-ﬁefénsa. He soreamed; WKeep
golng, keep going, gain es much as you can', GSompletely ignoring the fact
that we had only sbout ome hour of deylight left.x

A few moments later Captain Brubeck came over. I remarked that we had
reached the designated line but that the Battalion Commender had ordered the
__attack to continue. He expressed his opinlon, quite emphatically, and then
88id, "Well, I guess we bstter keep.going."

From that point on we ran into serious opposition. We kept driving
forward through the tangled growth. My third platoon, under Lieutenant Rowe,
- wag next to the paddy field. IA thick hedgerow now separated his platoon
from the reet of the company. I could not see him but kept him abreast of
the company by verbal directions.

We. came to a trell running perpendiculer to our line of advence., One
gide wes bordered by an old bamboo fence. I kicked a section of 1t down and
procaeded on through in a small clearing with thlck, tall jungle growth on
all sldes. Behind me was Private Cooper and several others were on theif
way throﬁgh the fence,
| Two machine guns opened fire, one from my right front from a position
near the peddy field, the other from my left front. The first burst etruck
Cﬁoper who wag a few yards behind me., He aald quietly, "I'm hit." I looked |
baék.. He was lying on his back. I ssked him where he wae hit and he ens-
ieréd, "In the leg." Thaf didn't sound very serlocus to me. I directed a

{ NVIERY s
*Every attack over any type of terrain ageinst a pfbpare enemy, especially

in the jungle should be halted at lesst one hour hefore dark to eneble men
to dig in, site their weapons, and allow the mortars end artlllery to regle-
ter on the FPL. This cennot be properly socomplighed in less than an hour.
The only exceptlon to halting before dark 18 when the enemy 1s retrsating
in disorder.
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soldier who wes & few feet from Cooper to arewl over and help him.
R Liautehant Meede, m& Weapons Pletoon Leeder, cames up to the fence and
 gsid, "It's getting dark. Whet ere we going to do?" I seid, "We'll dig
in elong that frail and tie in with I Compeny.” The soldier who was attempt-
_1ng to eld Cooper remerked thet he oouldn't get Cooper's uniform off. I
tdasnd_him my trench knife and told him to cut it off. Then one of our aid
ﬁen, Pfa'Sheppard*, came rumning up and took charge of Cooper, I walked over
ﬁo where they were wbrking_and for the first time reallzed the serlousneas
of his wound, The burst hed forn a gap in his thigh, cutting an artery.
He bled profﬁsely. I ordered two soldiers to cut some bamboo and make &
1itter. Sergeent Jesinsky came up and when Sheppard had applied a tourniquet,
- he helped carry him back beybnd.the trail and into the perimeter. .Sheppard
gaia him é Eﬁttle of plasma, the last he_had, but 1t wea too late., Cooper
.iﬁa deed., |

~From the time he wea hit until he was caréied baeck wes less than tén
minutes.

No éingle évent of the whble elght daya of baettle heve I regretted. more
than the death of this one man. His death ocen be attributed to two ocauses.
_ firat,-hia quiet courage completely decelved me into thinking hias wound was
not serious. He didn't screem for a medic or beg.for gomeone to.do something
éuickl&;_naver excited or hystericel es many soldlers ére when they see thelr
1ife blood running away. He aeemed to realize that the soldier who wﬁa help-
ing him wes doing the beat he could. He simply and quietly said, "I'm hitt
éﬁd when esked where, sald; "In the leg". Ke never apoke:another word.

The asecond reason was the lack of first ald training among these men.
'in my conocern for the safety of my company.with.night coming on and in close
¥This young soldier, ebout 18 years old, was extracrdinarily breve, and was
possessed of an intense devetion to duty. For slx deys, he attended to the.
wounded under any and all condlitions, with complete diaregard for his own

gefety. On 1 August he was severely wounded while attanding e stricken
. goldler, He recelved the Sllver Star for gallantry.
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contact with the enemy, I lost sight of the probability that the soldier
I direoted to help Cooper might not know what to do, He tried and did the
: best he could, but while he fumbled, Cooper was bleeding to death.*

As Cooper wes being carried into the perimster, s soldier came up to
‘me end sald, "They got Rowe." I asked, "Ip he dead?" He sald, "Yes." I
directed a soldier to help Sheppard glve a blood plésma td Cooper, thén
jalkedlqver to oheck ouf tie-in with I Company . Iﬁe men were still digging
| their foxholea. I was walking baok towards the place where they were working |
“Bn Gooper when this same soldier camb up to me again and saild, "What are we
going to do aboﬁt Lieuténant Rowe?"* * I said, "Where is he?" He.pointad
towards the enemy and paid, "Out théra“. He said Rowe had been killed at
the farthest point of our advance. He evidently was. abreest of me when the
.méchiné guns Opénad fire and, like Cooper, was probebly hit by the first few
rounds. | o

I gald, "OK, we'll get him.m

I was not enthusiaatié aﬁout going:out for him. The Japanase usually
 fired their machine guna "right down the alley“‘ that 1s, without traversing

or searching. I knew that anyone going near Rowe was flirting with the game
fate.

I dalled Lieutenanf Ygade and one of his 1ight machine gunnera. I
instructed the gunner, upon signal, to fire into a suspected area and for
Meade to have one of his mortars fire into enother auschted area, I was
 6arrying 8 submachine gun which was heavy.and_olumsy, 8o I exchanged it for
e carbine and ﬁaa ready to go out when the platoon sergeant came up and said,
61'11 go.out with you, Ceptein,” I sald, "OK." I gave the signel to fire
_ﬁnd we went out., Rowe was lying face down, near tha edge of the paddy field.
' fThia.incident mada'a:laating impréaaion on mé. From that time on, no unit
that I ever commanded was deflolent in first ald treining; **For morale

purposes, before moving up to the attack, I had given the order that we
would not abandon the. daad
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Next to him, face down, wes anmother soldier: Private Garcia. Both wefe
dead. Rowe wes & large man. It was ell we could do to drag him Baok,
making sure to bring the M1l he was armed with back too., As we were cerrying
him 1ﬁto the perimeter, someone remarked thet Gercla was out there too.
Lisutenent Meade ran out and ae Garcle wes a small man, he was able to drag
him back.

I hed ﬁh:ee seriously wounded men who had not yet been evacuated. It
was nearly dark. i called the.B;ttalion CP* to send up some men to take
them baok as I could not spare thet many men from the perimeter.** I weas
tbld to leave them until morning; that no one could go up there during derkness.

I directed that three deep holea be dug lafge enough for & man lying
down. Put brush and gress in the bottom, wrep the men in shelter halves,
and place them in the holes for protection against the inevitable mortar fire.
I used my own and two other officers' shelter helves, to put a cover over the
holes to heip ward off the raln, and then dug & drailnage ditech around each hole.
Before we finished, complete darkness had descended, Lieutenant Lene, my
Exeoutive Officer, then dug & hole for ourselves. &ll dﬁring the night the
rain ceme down in torrents and as we had no cover, we spent a disegreeable
‘night, mede more so by the groans of the wounded who were hext to us, Early
next horning, 30 Juiy, we evacuated the wounded and dead.,

After oleaning our weépons, we remained in the perimeter until about
. noon when we attacked again. Progress was again slow; Wé hed not gone far
when_fired on by two maohine guns. One heavy machine'gun was firing from a
position.off to our right front near the paddy?a edge. Sérgeant Jeginsky
- yelled to me that the other gun, é light Nambu, was firing from a Basha¥#ust
beybnd'the hedgerow. Lieutenant Delores, Leader of the Machine Gun Platoon,
¥The Bn CP waes now esteblished at the croﬁsing site. The Bn Comdr céme across
the paddy under a smoke screen after we had cleared the Japs from the peddy's

edge for about 300 yarda; #*On 27 July, when we attacked aorosa the paddy, I
- hed 96 men and 6 officers in my company; ***i native thatched hut. _
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- went in apd ceptured thé heavy machine gun, killing three Jap soldiers. I
was attempting fo find a passage through the thick wall of hedge separating
us frbm thé open field containing the Basha, In the meantime, the heavy
ﬁaohiﬁe_gunnera had worked their wey forward and were firing into the hut;_
Then Sergeant Jaainsky yelled? "Hold you; fire, I'm going in and get that
-- of a bee=-," He jumped up and rushed '1:.. An inéatant later, Lieutenant
Algieri and Corporal Touhet rushed forward. Algie}iéwaa on the left of the
Basha amd Touhet on the right. The front and two siéaa were closed right

to the ground with only an opening in the front for %he enemy to fire through,
but the back was open. Jasinky went right in through the reer and killed
fhe crew of three. We were rumning short of mortar émmunitiop and as we had
only & few hours of daylight left, we declded to digéin for the night.

The night again wag active with the usual attampts et infiltretion.

Our grenades exploding and the ugsual Jap herassing mqrtar fire.

After the death of Ldeutenant Rowe, I put Lieutgnant_Van Matre in com=
mand of the 3d Platoon. He waé essigned to my QOmPaﬁy the dey before we
crosaed the paddy. As I alraady had five officers, i did not have an ap-

_ propriate aggignment for him until now. _ % ‘

. On the afternoon of the 3let, we were ordered to attaok again.* We

Jumped pff and the going was very alow again becauae;of the nature of the enemy
and térfaih. We wére in hedgerow country now and viéihility wag a little-
hetter.# After gaining about 200 yards, we decidedito dig in es we had less
then an hour of daylight left. The men were digging in and after checking

the perimeter and being patisfied with the tie-in wiﬁh I Company, I walked

| b;a'ck to my CP % r E '

_ Lieutéﬁant Van Matre came up and was elated oveé the wey his men hed

. _fought. He said that when'ﬁdtified that we were to éétack again, they grumbled
¥The "attaock order" consigted of calling up one of tﬁe CO'a and telling him

to attack. It wea then up to the CO to get together for coordination; #*I

81111l could not see my 3d (Lt Van Matre's) platoon that was next to the paddy;
"***A CQ's CP in.this fight was a foxhole. :
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and were becoming reluctant to continue these conatant atﬁacks, but that he
:had talked to them and when we juﬁped off they went forward in great shape.
He left me and went back towards ﬁia pletoon. Two minutes later, a soldier
came running up to me and said,‘“They got Van!!" I asked.him if he was deed
and he gaild, "Yes," I walked over to the 3d Platoon area. VQn Matre was
ahot through the head. He was not yet dead, but did die after being evacuasted.

In thia'day'a fighting, Lieutenant Delcres waé wounded for the second
“time end was svacusted.* Lieutenant Pearson took command of the machine guna.
1 was cheoking the perimeter and stopped for a few momente to talk to

Sergeaht Jasinsky_who wag checklng his squad. I hed left him only a few
momenta when Jap mortar fire came in and "Whistling Willie" opened up. He
was hit. I ran over to him. There was s large gash in his arm. I wes open-
ing a first aid packet when the ald man, Sheppard, ren up. He put a bandage
- on his arm and he wes evacuated. Later in the day Shappard was hit and
evacuated,

- The I & R Platoon had been relieved from outpost duty on the river end
.had taken position on the left of I Company. It was given an attack sector
and participéted in the day's fighting, Its leader, Lieutenant Adkins,
besidés fighting with his pletoon during the day, led several night patrols
behind the Jap lines. He was extremely brave. He was later killed in the
Central Burma Campeign. ‘

. On 1 August L Compeny moved up on the right of K. We attacked on this
da& with three companies ebreast, plus the I & R Platoon and mede the usual
gein of a few hundred yarde after heavy fighting. In this dey's fighting,

1 lost two more lieutenants: Lieutenant Lane, ﬁw Executive Officer and
L1§utenant'0ampbe11, 2d Platoon.

: ~ Toward evening of this day, Lieutenant ilgleri was wounded and evaocuated.
*This offiocer was.hit'in_the leg on the 30th; but after beingltreated at the
Bn ald station he returned to his pletoon. He won the DSC for hils work at

Myitkyina. He was peverely wounded for the third time in the Central Burma
Campaign.
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i now had one_lieutenant loefts iy Weapons Platoon ﬁeadar, Lieutenant Meade.
| Onlzd Avguet, L Company attacked to the southeast to secure a wooded
aree. They éoqompliahed their mission but this left a large gap between L
and K Companies. The remainder of the battalion was ordered to atteck
étraight to the gouth to close the gap end protect the flenk of L.

The men were out of their foxholes and we were forming for the attack
when the Jape opened with everything they had, including "Whistling Wille",
I lost 17 men in about five minutes,

{ This completely disrupted the attack and it was called off. The Bat~
talion Commander called me and I explained the gituation to him. Then he
gave me thié GEM of advice: "When caughtrin an artillery or mortar barrage,
ﬁhe bast'way td go is forward."™ |

After the casualties were evecuated came the order to.attaok again.

My 1lst Platoon was now commended by a Private. He commanded two other
privates. There were six men in the 2d Platoon, commanded by a Corporal.
Lieutenaent Duncan¥*, who had besen on duty with Rsgimental Headquartera, was
éant up end I gave him the lst Platoon of 12 men. My Weeapons Platoon con-
alated of Liautenant Meads and 4 men,

_ For this atteock, I consolidated the 2d end 3d Platoons (9 men) and come
manded thém-mysalf.

The field to our front was bordered by hedgerows. I ordefed Lieutenant
Duncan.to advance ﬁlong the left hedgerow, keeping contact with I COmpany on
' hia left. I would go up tha'right row and at the same time protect the
right flank. | ' |

| The attack was supported by my one remaining 60 mm morter and two mortars
- from I Compeny.
| We moﬁed out almost immediately and came¢ under mﬁrtar fire. We continuea
onfor about 75 yards when "Whistling Willie" joined in and wounded two of my |

#This is true 1f 1t ocan be done; *#This officer served with the original
Merauders, '
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ﬁen, 1eavinglme with seven. 'This fire stopped my group. I then attempted
to_make'coniact with Lleutenant Duncen who was supposed to be moving up on
my left. I then discovered I was doing 8 sblo. When the morter fire came
down, Duncan moved out but I Company did_nét. Duncan edvenced & few yards,
but because the unit on his left had not moved out, he withdrew to the

- perimeter. Now realizing the attack was completely disorganized, I withdrew
to the perimeter.

A short time later, Major Harrold* came up with the Battalion Head-
querters Company Comménder, Captain Prevo, to see what the troubia was. He
agked me to show him L Company's pogition. We were walking down e trall
towards L when the Japs leid down anotheé mortar ooncentration. In ettempt-
ing to escape the fire, fhe three of us took oover in & hole not large enough
- for one man. Major Harrold then sgreed that we Bhauld not attack without
more supporting firea.and went back to the Battalion CP. Because of 1te
exposed position, L Company withdrew to its orlginal position and tled in
with K Company.
| The next day, 3 August, after stocking up some mortar ammunition, the
baﬁtalion attaoked, driving straight for the river.

We came out of e hedgerow Into a clear%ng when "Whistlihg Willie" opened
up not 50 yards to our front. It was behind & clump of bamboo at the end of
a hedgerow. I moved up the left followed by Privates Serdella and Tickey.

Lieutenant Pearson, the Heavy Machine Gun Platoon Leader, came running
'écrosa from the right, straight for the gun. He threw a grenade right into
the olump of bemboo and when it exploded we moved 1n right under the mugzzle
of fhe.gun and killed the crew.

- We continued on and soon reached the river; Eight Japs committed suleclde
oh-the river bank. The only fire now was ooming from a temple in L‘Company's
gector. Ap our men were closing in, the aseven remeining enemy committed suicide.

iThe Bn ExO. 4 aupérior officer in every sense of the word. He later com-
manded the 3d Bn, 475th Inf 1n the Centrael Burma Cempaign.
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| While I Company guarded the rear (north) of the_baftalion, K and L
. formed_a line to the aouth'facing Myitkyina.. The artillery lialeson offlcer
Eaid-he-still had about 50 roﬁnda left., I told him to fire them. He did and
..wg jumped off and overran a Jap position designated as a "strong point" on
6ur aerial photos. It proved'very weak, oontaining only a few Japs. We
‘goon made contact with the Chinese forece that was driving north and the
78-day -battle of _Myitkyina wag aver. M
- ANALISIS AND CRITICISNS — Vo Reel *”‘"’;’“
In my opinion, -the original attack on Myitkyina on 18 May should have
béén led by a unit of the Marauders. Admittedly they wore phyaically worn,
| but.a few hundred.could have been made available for this last effort. The
Chinese, through seven'iong years of defeats, had developed a defensive
complex. in_most cages, 1ight resistance would casuse them to dig in. TIwo
battalions should have easily taken Myitkyina.
| If the situation was so oritical as to iﬁstify thq'qmploymant of raw
fecrﬁits, then the great majority of the Marauders should not have been
evacuated. They were worn and ﬁuffering from the common jungle diseases,
but that was true of everyone fighting in the Pacific.
I canﬂsee no justification for the June 5th attack on Namki and still
leas for the attack at Mankrin three days later. The fabt that a whole bat~
' talion of Chinese had been flown in from Ledo on the afternoon of 17 May
- proves that getting menpower to the Myitkylna area was not & problem. This
ﬁaasaﬁppoaed to be an'Allied offanaiv; and there ware_seﬁaral hundred thousand
trained Indien and British troops in India. If 1t wag necesaary to employ
i theae men at all, they should have been used defensively until they were
trained-and properly equipped.
_ _lThe conditions and manner under which they were employed at ﬁamki on
_5-Jﬁne-waa-nothing short of criminal and needs no further expose,
For the attack on the 27th across thé ﬁaddy field; the formation pre-
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seribed was in my bpinion not the correct one to uwse in a sitvation where
seconds ars oritical and success depends on the number of men that can be
put on the enemy position in the first few moménta after the preparatory

"y
Lo

_firea 114,

\ L

1, T¥hen 1t 1a necesssery to employ green, raw troops againat a veteran
enemy, one for whom they greatly fear because of prévious experiencea, all
commanders must violate & basic American instructional concept (which 1a
to pley up the enemy) by an attitude of aneering disdein for his fighting
gbility in order to instill a sense of confldence and superiority among our
dwn men. This has been successfully employed by both the Germens and Japanese.
In addition, it 1s not enough for all leaders to.ahow a ocomplete lack of fear.
They migt exhlﬁith;géﬁléaa bfafédo.

2. There are two things that are contaglous in bettle; one is fear, '
whioh will apread 1ike wild fire; the other is bravery which has en equal L////
.efcht. Any leader whom the troops k;::ik;;k;heir-interests at heat, who
ia self-gacrificing ahd who shows no fear, will invariebly be successful.
Troopas will follow him down the mouth of a cannon.

3. An attack should never be launched unlesa the megns are available
to sustein it. In this operation, we were conatently held up and hampered by
1;;Lﬂ8£:ﬂﬁpplies. This results in prolonged fighting with resulting bigh
cagualties,

e fg:zflllng, the most dengerous phese of wer, ahould be planned and
have a definlﬁgﬁgblggp}ye. Exoeasive, unneces gary patrolling ia costly 1n
m;np;ﬁér énd morale weafing. Men should not be exposed to the hazarda of
petrolling simply because a commander cgn't think of &anything elase to do.

5. Thorough training in first aid should be given a high priority in
the training of combat troopa.

6.'-There_§re_pot enough,mﬂdidal ald men attached to attacking units.

When aid men ere needed, they are needed in quahtity and in a hurry., The
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| brOSGht allotment of one per platoon should be et least doubled.

7. The bayonet ahould be replaced by the trench knife. The bayonet :

- g g et ¢t i e < B S R

e

" 1s useless except for Opening 8 C-ratlon can, The trench knife 1s an all
. purpoae weapon. In extreme necessity, 1t can be used in close oombat. It
proved invalueble in the junglé.for cutting bamboo for stretchers, éutting
uniforme awey from woﬁnda, eto,
_ é. All commanders should apend conaiderable time with the forward unlte
_ 50 CT ta‘ieép'abreast of the aituation. They ahould pay frequent visite to
I_.the companiea and platoons, but never with the thovght in mind of "inapiring
the troops." 4Amerlean troops are not easily inspired. A commander should
_ yigit ‘the front with the object in mind of seeing whet he oan do to help the
combat elements or for his own information, A comménder usually hes weapons
et his dispossl that he oen employ to eid those who need help most, and
unlese he is prepared to help the company and platoon commanders with fire~
power, he 1s iaeting hia_time going forward. Anyone c¢an "lnapire" troops
by grabbing a tommy gun end an érmful of grenades and.aaying "follow me",
but hé does_n‘_t.have 1o be & Colonel or Ceptein or Lieutenant. Any private
who jumps up end says "follow me" will get men to follow him. When troops
ére being shot ﬁp they want something done about it and anyons who is not
_prepared to help with rirepower or decisive aotlon is about as inapiring as
& sticky door knob. When an American Captain or Lieutenant is held up, he

_needé 1955 ingpiration and more artillery.
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