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OPERATIONR COF COMPANY B, 26TH INFANTRY, (187 INFANTRY DI-
VISION) IN THE REDUCTION OF ENEMY POSITIONS IN THE HARZ
MOUNTPAINS 17-18 APRIL 1945,
(CENTRAL EUROPH CAMPAIGN)
(Perscnal experisnce of & Company Commander)

INTRODUCTTON

This nonograph qovgré the cperations of Company B,
Eéﬁh Infantry, lst U, 3. Infantry Dlvision in the Harz Moun-
bains, Germeny, 17-18 Aprdl 1948, during the Centrel Europe
Gamp&igﬁ. _

This group of mounbalneg, the most northern cheln in
(ermany, extending e length of B8 miles and an average widbh
of 18 miles {or spproximaialy 1,008 squarg miles) is a very
heavily wooded, mountalnous range whloh rises abruptly from
the plaln on every side, espscielly on the N.W. The oitly
of Nordhausen 1s situsted on the southern slopes, The en-
tire area is dominated by lofity Mount Brocken, the highest
mountain in central Germany, reaching to an elevation of
5,746 feet. The Brocken railiroad has ips terminua atop thls
pesk. {See Maps A and B). (1)

_ In order to propesrly orlenit the reader on svents leade
ing uwp to ths reduction of the Hary Hountains area 1t l1s
deened aéviaabla at this gainz to reburn to the closing of
the Ruhr pocket on the eastern hank of the Halne River, 1
April 1945. (Ses Map A). On this date units of the Flrast
and Ninth Armies made contact west of Pederborn, at Lipp~
stadt, thereby creatihg the largest double envelopment in
the history of warfare. Entrapped were the whole of Germeny
Ay Group B énﬁ two coxps of Army Group H, (8)

(L} &~1, p. 30B, 318, 331, 3523 {(2) A-2, p. 104; &-B, p.5l.
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- The final caliépse of the pocket ylelded 385,000 prison-
erg, lncluding 30 general offlcers and enormous quantities
of supplies. Iwenty-one divislona were destroyed, including
thrge'panéer, one panzer grenadler and three parschube divi-
sions, (3) N

. The encirelement and liquidatlon of the Ruhr was the
worst single defeal suffered by the Reich. In addition to
zhﬂ~1983 of & large number of her vepy best dlvisions, plus
vast quantiiles of milltany squipment, she slso lost a great
portion of her heavy industrles which were stlll in producs |
tion, thaugg crippled by the alry far§aa¢ {4}

Garmany could not writse éff the Ruhr and the Rhine River
defensive line and retirve to u strong line in the rear be-
ceuse no such line exlsted; the Weser and Elbe Rlvers wore
barrlers of no great Importante, For a further defense in
the west the only pogsibla ace in the hole -~ the case ato ww
was the Harz Mountalns, an ares as difficult and forbldding
militarily ss 1L wes scenle ln peace time. There the sneny
‘ might hope to regsgomble whatever ﬁoyaes he hed on hand to
stage & reverée Bastogne. It would teke time to raduce the
mountaing 1f for no other reason than the terraln, and when
dafended by even the low ¢caliber of troops st hand the avea
might possidbly hold oub successalfully enough o threttle down
the high-geared drive into the vitals of the Releh", (5}

Upon the c¢losing of the Ruhr pocket complets defant was
facing Germany; the whole world was saware of this factm=pro-

bebly including most of the Germens--but all the indications
{3) a‘a,l."'g, pa 108} A-dy Do 993 (4) {5} A~Dy De T
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were that her leaﬁeré<p&aaagd to continue the struggle. Even
before theiﬁhina was ¢rossed the success of the Allled causs
was no longsr in doubd, a sonvictlion that was undoubtedly
sharsd by the German Gaﬁeral 8teff, Continuancs of the strug-
gle was by now mersly evidence of Hitler's fanaticism, (6)

The gains made by the Allles in the Ruhr ware of great
importance, bub probably of equal Importvance wes the fact
that a vast brldrehend hed been secured Ifrom which the Su-
preme Cosmandsr, General Dwight D. Elsenhower, could launch
sn assault Yo accowplish the final objective assigned to him
by the Combined Chiefs of 8talf, the destruction of the Ger-
men srmed forces., (%) |

When the elimination ol ths forces in ths Ruhr hed pro-
gressed far enough Lo present no threat to the Allles, Gensr-
al Elsenhower turned hls attentlon %o the east for further
gains; here, three gvenues of apﬁroach into Germany were open
to the forces under his command: (8)

1. In the north, a route lsy scross the north German
plains sowerds the Baltic and Berlin. (8)

2¢ In central garmeny, sn sasy advance was oflered
from Xassel, through Erfurt and Leipglg to Dresden as s re-
sult of the gap in the ferman lines ereated by the enirapment
of the vast forces In the Rulr pocket. (10}

3, 1In the south, an axis of advance ﬁas open through
Nurnberg and Regensburg, vie the Danube Valley lnto Austria.

(11) | .

| .értar weighing'ﬁhe relative advamtagas which weuld sc-

(8) A-2, p. 983 (7) a-4, p. 963 (8) ({(9) (10) (A1)
A-2, ps. 105, 108,



orue 1in the adoptlon of elther of the three plans, Genexal
Elasenhowor settled on plan 2, This thrust through to Dresw
den would cut Germany in two and afford the maximyn degres
ofvflexibility for future operations,.sinae the Allled forces
eould then be switched ?apidly to the norih or south zms the
situation develeped, (12}

As o reauls of his decision o meke the main thrust
across centval dermmany, Genersl Elsenhower instrucied fener-
al Cmaex M. Bradley, commanding the 12th Army Group, te leaunsh
an offenalve wlth the central group of armies, conslating of
the Flrat, Third and Rinth Armles, from the Kassel ares tow
wards Lelpslige He was to solze any opporbunity of oepturing
g bwidgeh&aﬁ oyer the glba River and be prepared flor RTurther
operations to the east. (13) |

~ 0n 5 April 1645 the meln Allied advances to the east
were launched with the First Armmy in the center, the Third
on the righh, or southern flank, and the Ninth on the lef%,
or northern flank, (See Map A} (14) '

| By 6 Aprll the Flrst Avmy was fighting on two Lrontes
te the west to complebe the. reduction of the Ruhr pocket
with the XVIII 3&xb&wne Corps and the III Corps; and in the
east advancing towards the Elbe River with the V and VIT
?Qrpé. The vII gorps on the extreme left flank of the Army
zone and sonsisting of the 1st and 104th Infantry Divislons
E snd the 3d Armored Divlision wes to advancs rapldly eustward,
by~pasaing, buﬁ_e&&ta&nlng, aﬂy resistance ln the Harz NMouns

talns; the V Corps consisting of the 24 and 89th Infantry Di-
(12) (13) {(14) A-2, ps. 205, 106,
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vislons and the 8th Armored Divislon was to advence east-
ward on the right, ox southern, flank of the Army zone. (See
Mep A) (15) ' | |
THE GENERAL SITUATION
On 11 April 1945 in the VII Corps zone elements of the

104th Infanbry Division were blooking the southern approsches
of the Harz Mountalns to protect the rear and flanke of the
34 Armored Divisien which wa&’im the vieinlty of Nordhausen,
completing its preparstions for a drive further teo the east,
The lst Infantry Dlvision had advanced to, and entered, the
western sdge of the mountalns sgainst Incressed reslstance
which included road blocks, blown bridges, tanks, smgll srns
and bazooks fire, Hlements of the Ninth avmy  the 83d Infan-
try Diyia&an_'ware moving through the norbthern edge of the
Harz to effect a meeblng with elements of the Firast Arvmyts
VII Corps on the sastern edge %o complets an encirolement
of the mounteins end sever the corridor from the east. The
YV Corps was Lo the south of the VII Corps {3s0 gap'B} and,
a8 was true of all elements of the 12th Army Group, advanc-
ing eastward, meking repld progress, The Thixd Army was to
the south of the V Corps. By 18 April the 9th Infantry Di~
vision hed been placed under the VII Corps and had sssumed
control é# a seckor on the sountheast corner of the Harz
wountains, {(8ee Map B} (16)

| QHE DIVISION SITUATION-(11, 17 APRIL 1045} -

on 11 April the lst U, S. Infentry Division from 1ts
position on the left flank of the VII Corps (on the left

(15) 4-3, ps. 57, 60; (16) A-2, p. 1073 A-3, ps. 61-63,
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flenk of the Filvst Army) leounched Lts attack sast through
the Harz Mountains to effect the reduction of this area of
approxinately 1,000 squere miles of heavily wooded, and very
mountalnous, terrein, The 26th Infentry was on the_left, or
nerth, flank; the 18th in the center, and the 1éth on the
right, or south, flank, Rlementa of the 104th Infantry Divi-
alon were blocking the southern exits, {Se0 Map B) {;?}

In the Harz Mountains the Lat soon reslized that the
Germans wera'defenaihg the area with four corps instead of
only one, a8 had Been thoughb~~the éth, Pthy 67th and 65th
Gorps'with the overasll command being Invested in the 11tk

Panzer Amy. In addltlon to these four corps thers were

 large numbers of battle-groups formed from men who had Arift-

8¢ into the sres from varlous unlts that had been overaun,
None of the copps organizations were near the level of that
existing Ain the Wehrmachbt's better days; however, there werae
enough troops In the ares to make the reduction of the Harz
a &ifﬁianit_ﬁask,\espeaialiy ag there was also a greaﬁ number
af_ss personnel present, rius a cors of qxperiencad staffs
from divislons no iangsr in existence, to do the planning.

It was bellieved that there were sbout 100,000 falrly well
prgsnized troops in the aresa. ‘

Phe bterrsin in the Harz was as forbldding to an abt-
tuoker ns could be found anywhere. The road net was more
iimited than Ain the Avdennes, snd 8he§é capsble of aarrﬁing
nesvy trafflic were very easy %o Plock. The mumber of trees
that conld be fellsd across the roads at critical points wes

{17} 4-8, p. 107; A-3, p. 8l
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only limited hy the mumber of men avsilable to hendle saws.
The ares wss réugher than the ﬁarﬁgan Forest because the woods
were thicker and the ground more broken by ravines, hills and
draws, The winding roads could be cratered at a moments
‘notice. For defense of the Herz the Gormens hed supporting
weappns in strepgth which gave them equallty, 1f net superi-
ority, in all except artillery. (18) |

| The morning of 17 April found the divialon deep in the
Harz stronghold, disposed on a lins running gé&er&lly'f&u&
Toffhaua to a point jJust northwest of Braunlage through
Benneckensteln to a polnt emst of Ellrich where the 9th end
1st Division boundarles Joined in the south. (8ee Mep B}.
The Regiments wer&léiapoae& on the line in the same menner
as on the 11 April. (19}

The advance ol the dlvislion 11-17 Aprlil had been made
against inersasing reslabance and rapldly &m§roving organii=
x&tian_af units: the §f£est of the sbragglers pouring in
from unlts belng overrun in the osast and in the Ruhr pocket
was being felt. (20)

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION AND PLAN OF ﬂ@T&QK

n the morning of 17 April, the 26th Infantry, com-
mended by Lieutenant Celonel Francls Murdock, was dispesed
on the laft of the division aa.foliows: {dee Map C)

The 24 Battallon, commanded by Llsutenant Coloneld
Derril M. PDanisl, was dlaposed apound ﬁJ 34 Just south of
Porfhaus, (€1} o

- The lst Battalion, commended by Lieutenant Colonel
Prank Dulligsn, was &isposea,around'ﬁé 36 and the dem of
(18) A-5, p. 80; (19} A&7, ps. 262, 283; (20} 4A-B, ps.

81, 883 (1) &-8; Btabement of Major Thomas J. Gendron
($~3, 24 Bn at time). _



Oder Lake. {(22) | | _

‘ The 3d Battallon, commanded by MaJor Welter M. Natlon,
was dispossed around ﬁ&lﬁﬁ; Just northwest of Braunlage., (23)
_ The plan called for the reglment to continue the drive
eastward through the Harz. At 0900, 17 April, the 24 and 34
Battallons were to move out in the attack, the former upon
the town of Schlerke and The latber upon the town of Braun

lage, When ﬁrauniage wes secured the lst Babtslion was to

mave_from 1&s position abt Oder Lalts, pess %hﬁough the 34 Bat-

talion and securs Elend, The lst and 24 Battalions would

meke contact baiween Schisrke and Elend., (Hes Map €} {(24)
THE BATTALION SITUATION

_ On the morning of 17 April 1946 the lst Battallon was
Aispaged in the vieinity of RT 35 end the Oder Leke dam, bew
t&sgﬁ thﬂ'gd end 3&_Ba§talien, with C Compsny on the »ight,
A on the left and B around RJI 35; Hoadgquarters and Heeadw
quarters Company and D Company were located near the west
end of the Oder Leke dem. (8¢e Mep G} B Company was com~
manded by the suthor. (28)

THE BATTALION AND COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK

AL oboul OB0O on the mornlng of 17 Apw»il all companies
of the lst Battalion wers slerted by telgphﬁna_for 8 MOV
to the emst; ordered to start assembling, and all company
commanders were to report to the Command Post for orders.
At the Command Post everyone was ﬁxaught up~tow~date on the
s@ﬁgat&qng'inabructions_haa‘baaa given the praviaﬁavevening
5o akpéat an aktack towards Elend the following daye It was
{22} A-9; Porsonal knowledge; (&3} A~10; Statement of
Captain Welter Stevens, (8-3, 3d Bn at time}; (24) A-8;

A-O3 Personsl knowledge; (258) A-8; A#-9; Personal know-
ledge.
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1eann§&_frqm_smlunei Dulligan that the 24 and 3d Battalions
ware moving out at QQOQ towards thelr assigned objeotlves,
Schierke and Braunlage, respectively, At 1500 the lst Bat-
talion would move through bthe &4 In Braunlage {after it had
been secured) and contlnue towards Elendv_ in & column of come
pgn;as with B 1n the lead, followed by A, the bLatiallon scom-
mand group, ¢ and then D, followed by Headquarters Company.
A Oompany was to be prepared to deploy to elther side of the
road leadlng inte Elend, and to assist B in cepturing the
town if necessary. C Company was to be battallion reservs,
§h9.8lmm m@rﬁaw'g&azeon of D Gompany was to go into position
west of Braunlage to deliver supporting fires. B and A
qupanias.wera sach to have two tenks and two TDa atlached
for the operatlion, a@faatiVa st once; thelr commenders te
report to each company Gommand Post. Two observers, asrtillery
and 8lmm mortar, were to report to B Company's Command Fost
st once.

- The line of dgparture would be the eastern edge of
Braunlage; the bime of abttack st 1800 hours., {28)

it was fellt that very lithla'eygaaatiﬁn, if any, would

.be\eneouﬁterad prior to reaching the raillrosd overpass at
48, just west of Elend., (See Map C) The 8.2 Feli thab thie
overpass would be destroyed by the dermans prior to ths bsats
talion reaching 1t and that the high rallroad embankment
west of the town wauld-be strongly defonded, {(87) |

- Upen reachlng Elend,B Gampany would turn north and
follow the strest syround to &0 and would establish posiﬁinxa

(26) A~9; Personal lmowledge; {2?} 4~83; Porsonal know-
lodge.



heﬁweeé 51 and 53 on the eastern edgo; A Company would follow
B aﬁ&‘ascupy the north seetlon ol town, meking coxtaét with
B at 81; ¢ Gcmpgny would ocoupy the south s?et&en ol town,
contacting B at 58 and A north of 54,

Mortars would be set up Yo fire fo the sast of itown,
Btrong points would be estebllished at 51 and 53,

The sid statlon and batbalion awmnition dump were bo be
in Braunlsage, nesr the LD, until Elsend waa'aeﬁurade

Distance zs_ﬁranaiage from RT 35, 4 miles; from Brsune
lage to Elend, 3.5 milesn.

¢ Company would maych o the assembly ares In Braunlage;
other companies would be shuttled by all avallable tyaﬁépcr~
tation, _(28}

Returning to hls Commend Poat at RJ 36 the B Gnmpan?
Commander oriented all platoon leaders, plus attachments, of
811 he had learned ab the battalion Command Post and issued
i these additlonal instructions: the compsany would move into
an assembly arse in Brounlage Just 1n rear of the LD, short-
ly after the 34 Babtallon hed secured it, on all svallable
trensporktation, -« tenks, TDs, and the three company 1/4 ton

vehicles: upon arrivel in town plaboon leaders, tank and 1D

H
H

cormenders, pluahcbaswvars.wouZd report o the head of the
column st the sastern sdge of btown., The company would move

up to the LD In Brawnlage in the following orderi 2d Plabtoon,
cormanded bﬁ Lisutenant James Cumminghamy 1st Platoon, commend.
ed by Lisutenant Florien Lis; 3d Platoon, commanded by T/3g%

Osesr Davidson; B Compsny!s wespons platoon; thel two Lanks
{28)  A«~D3 Personal knowlsdgs.
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end the two TDs, %iﬁh company headguariers, uné&r_Lieuteﬁaat
Anthony Matukonls, et the vesr of the column., (29)

At sbout 1130 word was recelved from battallon that the
2d Battallon had entered Braunlsge and was clearing 1t. At
this time the company commander took Lleutenant Cumminghanm,
one maasenéer, radio operabor and driver and &ayartaﬁ for
Braunlage o make 8 reconnalssancs and 4o locate the LD.

The executive officer, Lleutenant Mabtukonls, was instructed
to keep the company alerted and ready to meve.inﬁé town, end
was advised thet Lieutenant Cumminghem would be back shorbly
“te gulde him down into Braunlege. A% the waséern odge of
Braunlege the &d Battﬁlion'swﬁ, Gaptaln Walter D. Stevens,
wae contacted; he stated that I Company, under Ceptain Claude
Crof't, was stlll elesning oub zha.aaatarx gdge of town, B
Compary @ormander esnd hls party moved on through and located
Captain Croft near the road leadlng towards Elend, clearing
the last Pew buildings. He stated that the Germans appesred
to Ee falling back towsrda Elend and to the south of the
Bleond road and thet he felt certaln B Company wonld meeb
atiff resiatance before reaching 48, He suggested that B

| Qompsny cross the LD in s deployed formatlon with an especial
alertness for Lrouble I'rom the south. {30}

' After.& reconnaigsance of the vastern sdge of Braunlage
and the LD, Lisutenant Cwmningham returned to gulde the com-
pany from RJ 385 to the forwerd nssembly srea., B Compeany Come
manda?.remaineé nesr the LD observing down the road towerds

Elsnd,
(20) (30} FPersonal knowledge,
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At gbout 1400 B Sompany entered Breunlsge on vehicles,
ﬁiamgun:ed and moved towards the LD in the formatlon pre-
seribed, Soon afberwards the remsinder of ths battallon moved
into the forward sssembly ares. (31)

Platoon leaders, obgsrvers, TD and bank commenders rce
poxrtsd at the hesd of the column, asar the LD at the sssitern
sdge of Braunlage, where the Ffollowing orders wers issusds
B Uompany to ¢ross the LD st 1800 hours with two platoons
ebresst, the lat on ﬁhe_&eft and the 24 on the right of ﬁha_'
rosd lesding intoe Elend, wlth contact between platoons being
malntained on tﬁa road. The company command group would
foliow at about 75 - 100 yards followed by the 34 Platoon,
reaﬁy to be commibted to elther elde of the road, but belng
especlially alert to?&rds the rlght flank, The two tanks,
two TDhsa, the é&mm mortar sectlon and the company hesadquarters
group would follow, under control of the executive officor.
The light machineygeation was sttached to the 2d Flatoon. |
Bech yifleman was lssusd a second bandolier of ssmunltlion
end evoryone was lssued a one-third X ration; to be consumed
in event the company was too oooupled to be ssrved & hot mseal
that nlght,

The weather ﬁas warm and sunny and the ground very solt
from the thaws; the nights were cold, _ |

The combabt sbtrength of Company B at this time was ap-
proximately 120 EM and 4 offlcers.

The radlc comminicatlions for the company conslsted of

an SCR 536 for the company commender, each platoon leadex,

{3L) Personal knowledge; A~J.
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the lighi mechlne gun section and two in the 60w mortar
sectlon; two SCR 300 -- one for the company commander and
one for ths executive officer. (32) -
THE ATTACK ON ELEND (17 APRIL).
At 1500 B Sompany moved across ghe LD in the formation

preascrlibed by the compeny ocommander snd haﬁ’progreaéed about
800 yards when Lieubtenant Cunningham called for s helt over
the 536, end asked that the "tin cans® {TDz and tanks) be
moved up., He and Liéutensnt Lis had requested that ths tanks
and TDs be kept back In the column and séﬁﬁ up when nesdsd,
The company commender sipgnaled the armor forwerd and pro-
ceeded along the road with bthem to where Cunningham wes stand-
ing in the road at 41, His platoon was deployed %o the right
of the roafl in the thick woods, 40, sand the lst Platoon, un-
der Lis, was deployed to the left of the road on the bere
ridge, 393 boih platoons had taksn cover. {8ee Map €] This
ridge sloped gently down to the bridge st 43, cver Bremke
Creek, while on the other slde the ground rose very sharply
o the crest of the ridges 44. YNorth of the road the ares
.easb of the creek was heavily wooded whlle on the south 1t
was virtually bara~«éxactly opposlte from the terraln on the
woshorn slde, where the company wes halted, (B8ee Map G} (353
32'44 two enemy medlum tanks were backing Ilnbo poslilon
with thelr 88mm weapons pointing towerds B Company, approxi=-
mately 800 ysrds distant; they had good visiblllty almost all
the way into Breunlags but hed not ohgerved B Company!s move-

ments, It wag plannsd to move the two btanks attached to B
(32) (33) Personal knowledge.
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Company to the left on the road and leave the two TD's on
the road and all four flre, at a glven slgnal, on the two
enemy tanks. However, the gunner in one of the tanks be-
ceme over anxious and fired at the left rear of the lef't Ger-
man btank; the round penetrated 1t causing 1t to burst into
flegmes immediately, The gunner in the other tank quickly
fired his weapon at the remalning German tank, but the round
richocheted off the turret. At thls moment the Germans blew
up the bridge over Bremke Creek and the resulting duét cloud
blotted everything from view, affording the other tank an
opportunity to pul1 beck over the crest of rildge 44 and
escape, The tanks, and TD's which ﬁp untll now had not
fired, began firing blindly over the crest of 44. Labter 1t
was discovered that they hit, and burned, & (German personnel
carrief which was not in view on ridge 44, loaded wlth troops.
All were killed and burned. At this tlme such an intense
artlllery and indirect tank fire concentration came down on
38, that an immediate advance towards Bremke Creek was order-
ed oﬁer the 536's, The men of the lst Platoon at 39 moved
through the artillery towards the creek. (34) |

Up untlil now no small srms fire had been noted, but as
the two assault platoons approached the creek a terrific hall
of maschlne pistol, machlne gun and rifie filre greeted them
from dug-in positions on the eastern bank of the creek and
frum_the slopes of the ridge at that point. Agaln both
'platoons,took cover, and the two tanks and two TD's moved

down and thoroughly covered the areas north end south of the

(34) Personal knowledge; A-9,
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brldge with polnt blank cannon fire, Whlle this was happen-
ing the two assault plaboons, under the lesdership of theix
.leadaza - koth platoon and squad leaders - moved up to within
agsanlting distance of the enemy positlons and took up the
fight, with every weapon firing as rapldly ss possible,
Through radlo contact the two platoons moved ocub st the same
time {after Lieutenant Cunninghem hed ordered the tanks to
atop) firing every wespon at a very repld rate, The plaetoons
kept up thls witherlng rifle flre and moved across ths oreesk
and up on the widge ab 44, elther killing or driving all the
ga?m&ns before them, 7This was an eXcsllent demonstraibion
of tenR-infantry action end effective "Marching Flre" on the
pattlefield, (35}

3?&9? the high rldge abt 44 wes secured the remsinder
of the compeny ma?ed_d§w§ to 43, The 60mm mortarae were set
up. ALl ‘small awms Tire had ceased and very little artile
lery was felling in the srea, The remalnder of the battallon

wag #tlll In Braunlage.

_ A reconnalagance made ab 1530 revealed that Hthe brldge
across Bremke Crosk was destroyed, that the area was too
maprahy for the banks to ford, and thaet there was no by-pass.
A& radlc call was made to battalion for engineers and a dogey
to meke a orosalng over the cresk. At sbout 1545 an engineey
officer snd & platoon of engincers with s bull-dozer moved
down snd started working to repalr the bridge sufficiently
for the tanks to crosgs over; he estlmated it would take from

2.4 hours Lo Pinish the repairs. This platoon of englnesers

{38} DPersonal knowledge; A-9.
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-had baen atisched to the battalion for the opsaration.

& sheok made of the eastern bank of Bremks Crook re-
vealed that the Germans were defending from foxholes, with
six machine guns emplaced near the bridge and on the slopes
of the hlgh rldgs eaant of the creek, Eight machine pista&g
snd a large nunbsr of rifies wers discovered; alsc several
rocket lsunchers, Evidan%lﬁ the troops présent on the posliw
tlon had no desire to dsfend against pelnt blank tank fire
gnd ths marching fire from the M-l rilis, {36}

At sbout 1600 vehicles wers heard moving around in the
woods north of the bridge, in the vielnlty of 42, 'The 34
Platoon was conmitted on the north flenk of the company's
direction of advance, across HBremke Creek, fo tle in with
the 1at Platoon on the left and teo %ard off any counterattack
thet might come down the orsel, The two tanks were dlsposed
to cover that approach and the two TD's placed to cover
Breamice Oreek Lo the south.

At this time s wlre line was brought down to the Com=
mand ?aat_from Wabttalion by vehicle, The baﬁtéliea commanden
was informed of ell thel had Pransplired, and permisslion ﬁas
given to the company commander upon reguest bto hold up until
the téﬁkg cegld crose the cresk o sccompany the attacklng
platoons, When he learned that the support platoon of B
Company had been committed Lo the north he {nstructed its
company eamméndﬁx that A Company would move a plaboon, wlth
t%g light machine guns atbtached, up and tle in with the 2d
Platoon on the south to proﬁect the right flank for the 2.4

{&8} Parscnal knowledgs.
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hours 1ﬁ-w¢uld_take the engineers Lo pepalr the bridge,
Also, he Instructed the company cosmander Lo use hig own
Judgement asg te further offensive sctlon towards Ziend that
evaning; 1f he could move on intc town, to do so, but 1f he
felt that 1t could not be eccomplished he would have the
company dig In on present position end éeﬁnme the stiack the
next morning, 18 April. (37)

Feom the rlght of'éé Lievtenant &unninghgm dispaﬁnhad
a combat patrol into the romds to his right to sesrch for
enemy posltlons; from thess woods hia platoon ecould be swept
by grazing flre. The patrol destroyed two machine guns there,
capturing part of thelr personnel.

At ebout 1645 a patrol was dispstched down the rosad to-
wards Elend wlth the misslon of locating any road blacks
forther» Yo the seast and to proceed, 1f possible, to the rall-
road overpass st 48 (Ses Map C) to determine I1f 1t had heen
destroyed, I& short whille later strong small arms firing
could be heard several Imndred yards slong the road, and -
sbout 1¥46 the patrol rsbturned with the news that about 700
yexrds slong the road towsrds Zlend was 8 small unguardsd roed
block of btrees, and gbout 1700 yards from 44 another had been
spnoountered that was spproximatsly 75 yerde in width coveréd
by heavy small arms firs, The patrol had come under fire '

hers snd had hed some difficulty in extricating itsell. The

| ‘a?ergga& nead not been reachsd, The patrol lesder pointed out

the locetion of the covered road block on the ground and on

- the mpp snd the Fforward observer brought artillery flre down
{37} Porsonal knowledgs.
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on the position,

Wnile this artillery fire wes belng placed on the enemy
rea& bloek five U, 3. fighﬁer planes sppesaved from the south-
'_ eaat, and thoroughly siraled  the town of Elend for approxie
metely 20 minutes, and bthen disappsared to the northwest,
Evidently they had locabed German vehlcles meving in the
town, The battallon commander then ocslled for, and recelved,
en artillery TOT of 5 minutes pleced on the town., (38}

At 1830 the enzlineers had repair&&_%ha bridge sufficient~
1y to allow the attached armor to oross. From 44 the move
towards Blend waz resumed, having been declded after a con-
fereﬁge with the platoon 1eaderé that it wonld be betier to
push on with the attack that evenlng rather than walt untll
the fellowliag morning. The batislion was notifia&nby Iieue
tgnant M&tukonia via telephone and the other companles began
mgving'nut on the resd %o Elend. The platoon from A Company
contlnued protecting the south flank, while ths 34 P&ataoﬁ
of B Compeny remalned on the company's ieft flank; both
platoens had been Insitructsed to move in c¢clese to the rgg&
{the route of advance) to fasilitate control,

The first trse road block past 44 was reached, secured
by the rifle plateoons, and removed by the engineers in about
30 minutes. It was now about 1930, snd dark; contsct and
agontrol had beeamaxdiffiealt. The radios were stlll operat-
ing. _

Yehlculan mﬁvamant was heanrd to the north snd when bat-

talion Qés informed, ths other two platoons of A Company were

(38} Personsal knowlsdge; A-%,
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commlitted on that flank,

" The second tree road block was reached and secured by
the aaﬁgﬁlb platoons gt asbout 2030, and the engineers, whe
had been atteched to B Compeny et 43 for the duration of the
operation, moved up to reduce it, Thls block wes sbout 100
vards in wldth and thought to be mined, but a éiﬁge Inspscw
tion revesied nons prssent., ILikes the other block, this could
not be bywpesaed due Lo the terrain and heavy woods; by
necessity a passage had to e foresd, The buli«dozer, by
iifting i%s blade, was finally able to drive through this
block of smaller trees; the englnesx»s asslsted by sawing
sﬁme of the trees, Thls block was no longer covered by fire;
the artillery and mortar fire pleced there earlier in the
svening spparently had been effective., (59)

wWhils the removal of this large road block was taking
place 8 very heavy ralnstorm avose, completely bletting oub
211 vision and making work on the block and control of the
compsny extremely difficult. The SUR H36's were!no longer
in operation, and contact by the BOR 300 was very infrequent,
Messsngera were being utilized for all maaaggés¢ _

AL) trees of any size along the road o Elend had been
nicked for read block purposes. .

The »oad block was finslly puéhsé gslde, and at 2200
B Company resumed 1ts advance bowards lts objective. The
raln had slmoat ceassd but the unususl darkness, coupled
with & strong wind, made control very aifflounlt.

At sbout 2230, 2«3 track vehicles were heard dlrectly

{30} Personal knowledgse.
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to the front of B Company but were not viaibla; they moved
down the rosd Inbto Elend, After the compsny passed and sew
cured the trsil on the north that ended on the road near 48
it was raeallzed thet these vehlcles were those heard earlier
in the svening, (40} \

At about 2300 both essault platoons sent word to the
sompeany commander thet they hed tlosed up Lo ih& rellrond ome
bankment and wers aendiag\patrolg to 1ts erest to determine
if 1% were defended; in addition, Qiea%eﬁanﬁ Cunninghan was
sending a patrol to ths overpass to debermine 1f it had been
destroyed. At about 2330 hours word was sent back from both
platoons that the embankment was not dsfended and the overw
pase had not been destroyed and apperently was undefended;
Cunningham's patrol had advéncaﬁ threough 14 to RY 34, In-
structions were lssued to both'platoon leaders on the rosd,
to move to the road and pass rapidly through the undserpass
with the 2d Platoon leading; at RJ 54 the 24 Plaboon would
surn north and move down the right side of the strest towards
503 (8se Map ¢) the 1st Platoon would parsllel 1t on the left
side of the strest, Thoy would converge on &0 and the lsb
Platoon would exbtend north to 81 and the 24 towards 53; the
33 Pletoon would pass through end extend from the 24 Platoon
on over to € Company at 53, ¥%he tanks a&&.Qﬁﬁ wonld be dla=
posed at 50 and 51 after the town was seoured. Bulldings
were not o be saarched untll the entire town was sealed off
on the eastern sids. The leader of the A Company platoon was

instructed to walt ab 48 untll A moved up and then report

{40} Personal knowledge,.
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back to its CO.

At 2345 B Company started its movement through town and
by 2400 had reached its objJective -- the eastern edge of town.
The other companles moved in and the town was secured, (41)

CONSOLIDATION IN ELEND (18 APRIL)

- B Company, with the rest of the battalion, continued to
consolidate on positlions. The enemy had been takep by sur-
prise at the appearance of thils battalion in Elend. Prisoners
were rounded up and sent Lo the rear during the entire day.
No resistance was offered other then a small patrol that came
in from the north near 51 at about 0600;_it was ellimlnated,

It was dlscovered that the entire town was filled with
hospltals.

At sbout 1000 battallon sent down Information that a
battery of (5) 120mm horse-~drawn cannon had been reported
.located Northwest of Elend near 49; (See Map C) B Company |
would locate and capture it. A patrol was sent out and ab
sbout 1130 returned wlth the news thet it had been located
and lts complement captured -- one youthful member of the
‘Hitler Jugend (found asleep under a gun) and five horses
(ridden back into town by members of the patrol). A detall
frqm Headquarters Company was gulded out to demolish the
pleces, (42) _

At sbout 1400 five U. 8. fighter planes appeared from
the‘southeast and were welcomed by the battallon as they pass-
od over; a few seconds later they reappeared from the north-

west and strafed the town on three passes and were over for
(41) (42) Personal knowledge; A-Q.
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the fourth when B Company signel panels were dlsplayed along
with smoke., They passed over and continmmed to the Northe
west. Later it wae learnsd they had seen the Germen trucks
moving around bhe town {driven by men of the beattelion) and
had assumed 1t was 5511l occupled by the Gormsns ax on the
previous day. In this strafing no one was iajured; far%uﬁataw
1y all rounds landed at the edge of town, |

On 17 April bhe 24 Babtelion in ite attack towards
‘Schierke had been able to progress only to 38 where, in the
face of atiff enemy resistance, it had halted for the nighi;
on 18 April 8chierke was enteved end olesarsd, and on 19 April
contact was established with 4 Company of the lst Battalion
on the high ground between Elend and Sehlerke, ({43)

In its attack upon Elend B Company captured 100 Germens;
many others were killed. One EM was killed; Ifive others,
including the executive offloer, Lleutenant Matukonis, were
wounded in this actlon.

' In 1%e movement towards Eiend ITrom Breaunlage C Compeny
 was @ble to round up enother 150 Germans and, upon moving
into Elend, captured another 200 in the southern aector'of
tom, The total prisoner haul for the battslion for 17.18
April was epproximetely 500,

__'To all intents and purpeses this snded serliocus opposi-
$ion in the Herz Mounbtelnsi the open corrldor Lo the ocast
was seversd on 18 April in the 9th Infemntry Division zone and -

on 21 April the last orgsnized reslstance in the Harz ares

{43} Personal kﬁow&eéga; A~B,
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- goeped, {(44) . _

In retracing the course of the sftack on Elend the B
Compeny Commander found that in addition t:'thg anamy posi~
tions disposed of ab 43 on 17 April and the two road blocks

‘reduced east of 43, an AT gun at 45 pointing towards 44, two
tanks at é?laﬁﬁ ene muliiple mount dual purpose 88mm éntiu
alrcreft wespon at 46 had all been averrun during the night

of 17 April; all were in working order, but, like the per-

- sonnel menning the sriillery baﬁtery‘w0rthwesﬁ_of Elend,
these men had coms in to surrender on the 18th, when they
found the bamttalion several hundred yarde Lo thelr year. (45)
| Begides the 800 fermens capiured 17.18 April ééﬁ;more

woere rvounded up 19~21 April, including 1 Major (enersl, Dur-
ing the reductlon of the Horz Mountalns the lst Division
¢aptured 30,343 enemy troops snd thess, when added to those
teken by the adjacent units walling up the other sides of the
trap; made & grand botal of 73,490 taken In the area. (éé}
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
in meking a study of this cperation, 1t is felt by the

éutﬁor that this operation oould have been a very éifficﬁit
one head the Germens made a greater effert at puiting wp a
more intengive defense, If this hed bsen dons the mission

. glven to B dompany to ériva on Elend and ssoure it might have
been too great; it would have been mors appropriste for fwo
companles %é attack abreast. Witness the attack by the 24
Rattalion on Sonierke; the town could not be teken on the
17th besause of the fierce resistance offered by tha‘ﬁsrmans

(44% &A-8, p. 1083 (45} Personsl knowledge; {48) A-8;
A-5, pe 85. A -
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west of the éewn, 1t being well up 1In ths day of the 18th
before it was cleared. Before then the lst Battgiion.had
slready secured Klend, to the south and slightly to the east
of Schierke.

- The foycs facing the lst Battallen on the 17th of April
was egual to or greater in atrength than the baﬁ%a&ion but
wag not as well orgsnized, or as ¢losely knlt, Morale and
oapirit de corps were high‘throughanﬁ the lat Battallon and
the men were in an excellent frame of mind., They could ses
the early ond of the wsr and themselves as the conguerors.
Heny of the 014 seasoned veteransthad returned Irom ths
hospitsl; a large porcentage of these had been fighting
the (ermans since Africa and were happy Yo be baok for the
kx1il, or finlsh., Casualtles had been rather 1ight in B
Company for the past seversl days, aggaequent;y, it had a
comparatively large force in the line. In shsrp contrast,
the Germans were very low 1n spirits and morale, knowing
the end was not far off and that thelr cause in the Harz
was hopeless. Only the large numbers of 85 troops could
keop the Wehrmecht In line and resisting; however, an S8
trooper in the reur was an excellent excuse for resglsiance.

On the night of 16 April when the battellion alosed at
RJ 35 the commander informed the company commanders o oX-
pect an atteck upon Elend the following dasy; B Company weas
to lead the attack, It is fellt that s more detalled recon-
naissance should havs hesn made by the B Coimpany Commanden
from the time the attaek order was issued at 0830 wntil the

ID was oreased at 15003 he left for Breunleage after the 38
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Battalion had entered it ab 1130, If he had gone down snd
witnessed the type of resistance the 3d Battallon was en~-
countering 1t would have been to his sdvantege. When ha\
went forward at 1130 he took with him only the one p&abooﬁ
lender whose platoon wss due %o lead out of Braunlage in
the tentative plang made at RJ 35, He should have tsken
the leaders of the sasaulting platoons (let and 2&} or,
botter still, ggz plakoon leaders. The company executive,
g very superior offlcsr in every respect, was very ospable
of readying the company for combat, assisted by the lat
Sergesnt and the platoon Sergeants, and moving them to the
1D, FHowever, thls fallure was off-set somewhat by the comw
pany commandesr having his attack order resdy for hls sub-
ordinates whon the company moved up o the LD at 1400; they
had epproximetely 50 minutes left in which to raconnoiter
the LD and brief thelr squad leaders, whlle their platvon
sergeants and aasis#ant siynad leaders were readylng the
platoons and squads,

The instrucetions issusd Dy the patialion commender 1n
his orders wore brisf, but sulficlent for the purpose; esch
compeny commender knew hls company’s role. It was felt that
the snemy 'a weakenlng resistance and his apparent stale of
confusion warranted an attack on Elend in a column of cone
panles in a hard driving effort to close in behlnd him‘be»-.
tween El#nd end Schierke, thereby creabing & pocket,

 The company commanders were not Informed that Elend was
almost entirely a hospital fown, It seems that the S2
should heave known this, I B Company Commuander had been in-
formed hls plans might have besn made differently; Iii was
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not the custom of the Germans to defend close to, or inalde,
a small hosplital town. |

The decision o have the two btanks aﬁd two TDs move ab
the end of the company column was smﬁﬁé in this case, With
\ ‘bath platoons well deploysd along the zides of the road and
Lieutahanﬁ Cunninghdm moving down the road obsarving e the
front, the aaaaﬁlt platoons wore able to advance to line 39 -
40 - 4) without the nolse and dust crested by armor, drawing
attention to theilr lines. The bLwo onemy tanks at 44 could
have cemsed considereble casusltles in B Uompany had they
been alert for the advancing troops. As it was, Lieutenant
Cunningham and the company commender were able to properly
deploy &ll four vehlcles Yo firing positlons without deling
detectéd, though only a@proximazaly 800 yards sepsarated the
opposing vehicles; only after one had been hit and was burnw
ing 4id the other detect the U. 8. armor.

It ia Glffleult %o understand why the CGermans placed so
wuch artillery firs on 39 where the men had some CoveYy Dow
hind the logs, lerge boulders and folds in the ground, rather
than on the woods at 40 where the tree bursts could have al-
most eliminated the 2d Platoon where 1t was halted for the
short btime the armor was onguaged.
| When bthe assault plafoon had been halted by the intensé
small arms fire from 43 and 44 the armor moved up to ILdeu-
tonant Cunningham without heaslbatlon, and thoroughly covered
the ontirs ares untll ordered %o cease by Cunninghem so the
infantry could bake over. This was an excellent example of

" tank-infantry cooperatlon in the abtack,
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The movement up the slopes of 4@ bah&nﬁ 8 wall of witherw
ing’small arms fire was en excellent example of what 1s known
ag marching five. Whlle the armor was covering the ares with
flre the platoons closed up to the ereek, and each men fired
23 cllps of smmunition; when the tank fire ceased they stood
up dnd moved up 44, firing rapldly all the way. Cesusltles
suffered in this actlion conslsted of 1 EM killed snd 2 EM and
1 officer wounded. f

AfLer 44 had been setured it bagama apparent the Germans
had plenned sn ambush at this bridge, They had sxpected the
compeny Lo move dawn the long slopling hill from 41 to 43 In
a column of platoons with the ammor near the front (the usual
method) and had planned to destroy the bridge after the armor
had erossed, or while gtill oh the ﬁridgé, gnd then desiyroy
tﬁg tanks and TDs as they {turned broadaldes in an affort bo
tﬁrn spound and get haesk up to 4l. In the meantime the duge
in infantry would destroy B Company, whlle the Germans ab 42
would drive a line in rear to separsbte the compeny from bat
tslion essistsnce. The slertness of Lisutenant Cunningham
preventsd the success of this plan,

- The absack from 44 Yowards Elend was leunched Just prior
ko derkness and the company Oommander realized_that darkneas
would find him moving btowards the town, some two miles o
more avwey, through at lesst two rga& klocke and possibly move,
Thls 1is agalnst the doetrlne of ﬁhort limlted attacks a£
nlght, but 1t was felt that the eagerness of the men of B
Gompany t© move on snd the epparent weskenling reslstance was

worth the risk involved, especislly with the vest of the batw
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talion to the rear, The Company aaﬁmandex should have teken
ateps, prior to resuming the atbask from 44, to securs bebier
commmumnilcations; more SCR 300, and 536 could have boen seourw
gd from battalion for'this atbtack, Also, assanlt wire could
have bsen followlng the two abtacking platoons, This wounld
have facilitated control throughout the sdvance and especial-
ly when the rainstorm erose and ereatsd the Inky blackness
that "4t 4did and'put.thﬂ radlos out of operation,

On the rosd into Blend the bull-dozer wes ussd vsry
susceasfully on the two treo rpoad blocksy the blade was qulle
adept in pushing aside the hasty blocks made by felllng trees
across the rosad. ’

In Elend the following day, 18 April, the battalion was
fortunste in_na% losing any personnsl from the strafing re-
celved at 1400 fyom the Pive U. 8. fighber planes. Allowing
the ﬁﬁn to drive these captured German vehlcles sround ihe
sras was negliganca'eﬁ the part of the offlcers and NCOs,

To sﬁm up the results of the stiack on Hlend 17-18 April
lééﬁz The lat Battaliaﬁ scoomplished its misslon of caplure
ing and securing the town and moving in prear of the!Genmans
defending s8¢ vigorously Iin the vicinity of Schlerke., A lawge
number of prlsoners were tak@ﬁ;.p&ns an aritllilery battery,
cne AT gun, three tanks, one muléiple mound daél purpose OBum
AA guni a personnel carrieﬁ Loaded witg infantyy was destroy-
ad and 1ts occupants kllled and burned.

o LESBONRS
Some of the lsesons emphasized by thls operation sare:

1., 'That all ordera in combet be olear, brief, concise

and timely. The let Babtalion Commsnder's order included
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everything that the company commanders needed to know, Frew
vious opersetions by the battsalien and the understanding by
everyons obvlated the necesslty of some detalls in his or.
dors. | “
" P, If sufficient time 1s available prior to en atback,
avexy atﬁamnt should ba made to geb all platoon leaders up
ze the Lﬁ fer 8 reconaaisaancea In this operation, the B
Company commander falled to do thla, though possessing suf-
fielent time,
3¢ In m&king an att&ck don't always follcw the ‘sane

pattem, eanecialiy along a roaéi an ambash can be placed %0
figw& kmown formation, Study the terrain, 1f possiblg, and
try to anticipate where the snemy might place his defenses
_and then alter attack plans sceordingly.

4o Aﬁequate communication s very vital to the sucaesa~
ful Banduct cf ;| attack. Dontt depend altogether qn radlos,
agpeeially the 30R 8363 ;f time permits, and you can do 80,
securs additional radloes, 5&8*3 and 300's. I possaible
string wire snd mainbtain telephone contact with the 288wl tiw
ing platoons.
| Be 014 method of infantry es%ab&ishing a;mman&eat&&n
with the btanker by pounding on the side of the btank with a
1arge stick was found Inadequate,

6. Tha resarva plaﬁoau shnuld‘ba so located and d&speaeﬁ

e TR o
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that 1t can be quickly oommitteﬁ to asslist the forward move-

ment of thﬁ assgulting platoon,

7« The bullmdozer ia 8 gocd vehicle to assist 1n »amov-“
ing hastilg eatabiiane& troe road blocka in the pursult stage.
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8¢ If the astbtack slows éown, or stops, aggressive

paﬁrolling to the fronb and £lenks will pey dividends; abe
tempt to keep the enemy located to the fronk and flanks,

8. 1If 8 night athack ls uontemplatad, meke every pre-
paratlon possible prior tm moving across the LD, a short
6bjgezivq is Pest, but under cortaln clroumstances, l.a,
disintegrating eneny reslatance, a caleulated rilsk mey be
advigseble to teke a more dletant objectivs, £-3 mlles,

10 fToe bank itself is en sxeﬁllant “weapaﬁ“ for fupnishe

ing shook aﬁticﬁ‘to an attaﬁkiﬁg farﬁe; The aggressive tank

e CTER N puger g g m

camman&e# that will nmove h&a veh&cza up as close as possible
to lend fire support 1s of tremendous velue to the abtacking
infantry echelons. Ths new T/0 that places the Tank Compeny
in the Infantry Regiment should be a pgreat lmprovement. Thse
Infantry and Tank Plaboons ﬂhouid have excellent opportunliy

to traln togethore.
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