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THE OPERATIONS OF IHE 3d BATTALION, 417vh INFANTRY
(766h INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE CROSSING OF THE
SAUER RIVER AND ATTACKING 4 FORTIFIED POSITION

ECATERNACH, LUXEMBOURG, 7 - 16 FEBRUARY 1945
(FEINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Battalion S-1)

INTRODUCT ION

This moneograph eovers the operations of the 3d Bat-
talien, 417th Infantry, 76th U, S, Division in the cross-
ing of the Sauer River and attacking the Siegfried line
at Echtermrach, ITuxembourg, 7 - 16 February 1945 during
the Rhineland Campaign,

In order to¢ properly eover this operation, it 1g nec-

esgary to briefly discuss the invasion of westera Europe

ST

up to this time, = 4.7 ¢

On 6 June 1944 the United States First Army and the
Second Brivish Army imvaded the Western ﬁall of Hitler's
Buropean fortress, over the beaches of France's Cotentin
Peninsula. (1) ' The beéchhead area was soon expanded and
on 24 June the city of Cherbourg fell (2) and by 5 July
the Alljed line extended generally from Caen on the lefy
(north) through St; Lo ﬁo Lessay on the right (seuth) (3)
Omn 25 July after the Allied Air Force had delivered a
knoekout bombing in the vieinity of St. Lo, the U. S. First
Army broke out of the Cherbourg Peninsula, turning on the

Second British Army snd advaneed to the southeast, (See

Map A)

(1) A-1, pp. 35-54; (2) A-2, p. 197; (B) A-3, Map 4.
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On 1 August the Allied Forces were officially re~grouped
and the Uwelfth U, S. and the rwenty~First British Army
Groups became operational, The U, S. I'welfth Army Group
consigted of the U, S, First and Third Armies, rhe U. S,
Third Army became operaticnal officially on the same day
in the vieinity of Avranches, (4)

Upon becoming cperational the U, S, Third Army, under
the command of Genersl George S, Pattonm, Jr,, wae alregdy
breaking through the German defenses all slong the right
(south) zone of operations and with lightning armored thrusts
sped across France, [he U, S, First Army on the left (north)
and the Britisgh Twenty-First Army Group began moving and
tuming, forming a large fam-like movement to the east and
north., Paris fell To troops bf the U, S. First Army omn 25
August, (5)

The vietorious Allied Armies comtinued tvo advénce, and
during the period 26 August To 30 September, northern France,
Luxembourg, Belgium and southerﬁ Holland were in Allied
hands, aleng with the important ports of Le Havre and Ant-
merp, (6)

Barlier on 15 August the U, S. Seventh Army under the

- command of Lieutenant Genergl Alexander M, Patch landed on

the southerm beaches of France, between Cannes and Toulon (7)
and with ewift aggressive actiom had made contact with the
U. 5. Third Army at Sombarmon, France, on 1l September,
(See Map A) (8)
In-late September the Allied drive lost its impetus.

The German prepared positions, the over-extended supply lines

(4) A-4, p. 16; A=7, p. 29; (5) A-5, p. 73; A-6, DPp. R2-23;
(6) A-7, p. 52; (7) A-7, p. 34; (8) A-7, p. 5R.
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and the neeé for supply build-up before contiimuing opera-
tions, made it necessary that large-geale cperﬁtions be
temporarily halted, thus the U, S. Third Army was set down,
Frem late September to early November the Allied line ex-
tended from the Schelde estuary east to Nijmegan, south-
eact Lo Aachen, gouth to Siegfried Line, Moselle River,
Vogges Mountains to the Swiss border., (See ¥ap A} (9)

Early in November the detailed plans were made for the
resumpt iom of the offensive, Lthe supply situation was
greatly improved and troop strengths were improving daily.
The general plan was to c¢lose o the Rhine River, seize
bridgeheads and prepare for further invasiecn of Germany. (10)

The halt of the Allied offensive in September and Oct-
ober had greatly benefitted the German Armies on the West-
ern froont, iThis period of Aliieé inaectivity enabled the
German divisions.tq recover from their summer manglings
and allowed Hitler and his staff time to plan and prepare
for counter-thrust meagures, whieh they were in hopes would
regain the iniviative and improve the morale of the army
and the German people with & brilliamt vietory. (11)

The recumed Allied offensive began north of the Ar-
dennes with attacks of the U, S, First and Winth Armies on
16 Novenmber and reached the Roer River on 3 December. To
the south of Ardennes the U, S, Third Army attacked on 8
November and by 22 November reached the Saar River and the
Siegfried Iime in the vieinity of Saarlautern., (12)

Early on the moraing of 16 December, the German Army
launched 'its counter-attack in the quiet seetor of the Ar-
(9) A-7, p. 53; (10) A-7, p. 54; (11) A-7, p. 62; (12) A-7,

P. 96,
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dennes, with Army Group."B", econsisting of three armies, on
a 50-mile front extending from Momschau south through the
Ardenneg forest to Echternaeh, The objestive of the German
Army wase the port of Antwerp and a wedge between the Allied
Armiegs., Ilhe attack struck the U, S. V and VIII Corps
fronts eplitting the U, S. First Army. By 26 December af-
ter shifting the greater portion of the U, S. Third Army
north t o sttaeck the southern shoulder of the German pene-
tratiom ané the British Twenty-First Army Group attacking
from the north, the pemetration was contained along tThe
line: Monsehau southwest to Malmedy; southwest to Roche-
fort, Beauraing; southeast to Libramont to Echternach, (13}
With violent attacks, under the most extreme winter condi-
ticns of snow and ice, contaet was regained between the

U. S. First and rhird Armies on 16 January 1945 at Houffa-

lize, Belgium. (See Map B) (14) |

With the Jjunet iom of the U. S. Fifst and Third Armies,
the offensive comtinued and on 24 January, St. Vith was re-
captured and by the end of January the German eounter-attack

had been reduced and the Allied line restored, (See Map B)

(15)

TEE GENZRAL SITUAIION

Having given the German Army a sound beating in the Ar-
dennes, the opportunity to deliver a knockout blow to the

enemy was within sight, Immediately SHAEF directed the

(13) A-7, p. 66; (14) A=7, D« 72; (15) A-7, p. 77,



L

Twenty-First Army Group on the left (north) to execute Ghe
main effort and to elose te the Rhine River north of Dussel-
dorf, <Lrhe iwelfth Army Group in the center would protect

the right flank of the Twenty-First Army Group attaek. Else-
where the i1welfth Afmw Group would earry out probing attacks
Yo breach the Siegfried Line and if suceessful, be prepared
to advance mortheast OR the axis: Prum - Buskirchen, The
Sixth Army Group on the right (south) would remain generally
on defenge, improve pogitioms -- partieularly the reduetion
of the Colmar Pocket. (16)

The ipmediate plams of the Twelfth Army Group were to
defend in the zome south of the Mogelle River, continue prob-
ing attéeks %o The east along the axisﬁ St. Vith - Bonn,
brgach the Siegfried Line, contain as many of the enemy
troops és possible and be prepared to cloge To the Rhine River
north of the Moselle River. Thé Ninth Air Foré in gupport
was to continue the attack to paralyze ecnemy communicavions
west of the Rhine and to isolate the battlefield, (17)

In order to implement these plans, welfth Army Group
headquarters direeted: The Pirst Army to atback immediately
With the main effort on the right, breach the Siegfried Line
and prepare to continue in zone to Euskirchen énd Benn, The

Third Army on the right attack immediately with main effort

~ on the left, in conjumctiom with First Army, penetrate the

Siegfried Line, protect the right flamk of the attaek along
the line: ©Prum - Hilleshiem, maintaim an aggressive defense

gouth of Dasburg, to contain the enemy and 0 prepare to

(16) A-7, p. 75; A=8, p. 115; (17) A-8, p. 115.



eontinue the attack to the Rhine River by flanking the

Siegfried Lime from the north to advanee t o0 the Kyll River,

The Ninth Army, under operatienal control of the [wenty-Firss
Army Group, continue advance to Boif_giver beiween Liggich
and Roermond, remain on defense elsewhere, (See Map C) (18)

The zone of advance confronting the Third Army was the
Eifel bounded on the east by the Rhine River, on the north
by thgﬁggg;¢ on the south by the Moselle, and on sthe west by
the Ardennes foiggf The Bifel is an extremely hilly and
forested aréa eut up by numercug small streams and & most
difrieult area to operate through. The reads throughout
the areg were in an almost impossible state of repair, hav-
ing been literally beaten to pieces by the Germans in their
counter-at back and subsequent withdrawal, The winter snows
and rains had transformed the streams into raging torrents.
The eultivated fields and open foregts were rapidly beeoming
impassable quagmires, Adéing to this natural obstacle was
the heavily fortified Siegfried ILine with itse reinforced
sonorete pilliboxes, bunkers, fire trenches and imterlock-
ing gun positions, (19)

Within the Third Army, figures showed a somgwhat brighter
pieture, For the first time in months the army's line units
were up £ 0 strength and the supply situation wag greatly im-
proved, (20) :

On 3 February the operational directive of Headquarters
U. S. Third Army?issued to iis corpq,generally stat ed thét

the enemy was delaying and‘defenéingwéueh a manner as Lo make

(18) A-8, pp. 115-121; (19) Personal Knowledge; (20) A-9,
pp » 284:-2850
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maximum use of the very favorable ﬂefensive terrain, the ce-
vere winter weather and the fortifieations of the Siegfried
Line, The First Army was shifting its main effort to the
north and the Seventh Army was defending in its seevtor. (21)

To earry out the army mission of attacking om its left

to geize Prum and to atback northeast from Echternach, seize

Bitburg and prepare to continue to the Rhine River, the corps
of the army were directed generally as follows:

"..The U. 8. VIIT Corps continue attaek on left, main-
tain eontaet with U, S. First Army on left and to eontinue
to the east and southeast, seize Prum, prepare to conbinue
L0 portheast, east or southeast.

"..The III Corps eontinue aggresgive defense to con~-

- tain the enemy, prepare to attack northeast and east to Kyll

—

River, maintain comtaet with VIII Corps om left and XII Gorﬁs
on right,

"..The XX Corps continue aggressive defense to contain
the enemy and to mainmtain contact with XII Corps om left.,

"s.The XII Corps, consistimg of the 80th, S5th, 76th U. 5.
Infantry and the U, S, 4th Armored Divisions plus suppert-
ing troeps, attaek or the night of 6-7 February, seeure bridge-~
head over the Sauér River, continue attack to Bitburg, the |
corps o¢bjeetive, and prepare to continue Lo Lhe eist or northe-
eagt.." (See Map D) (23)

The 5th and 80th Infantry and the 4th Armored Divisions
of the XII Corps were all veteran divisionse with brilliant

sggreasive and dependable records, The 76th Infantry Divis-

(21) A-4, p. 255; (28) A-4, p. 255.
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ion, gix weeks out of the United States, was a new divie-
ion in the corps, having come into the line om 19 Jamuary
in the VIII Corps areas ia the vieinity of Champlon, Bel-
gium., This divigsion, while in training, was ordered to
provide replacement offiecers and men om several oceasions
to other divisions already in combat. Thus, upomr entering
the corps, & large pereentage of‘the officers and men were
former anti~airerart and coast artillery personnel trans-
ferred to thé infantry., The division did not have any
large-scale maneuver trainimg, having progressed no farther
than baittalion profieiency tests and limited regimental
combat team problems, However, there was a high degree of
1ndividua1.training and diseipline, (23} Therefore, the
entire division knew that it was on trial before the eyes
of the mighty Third Army. (24)

OR 23 January am adjustment of units and bourdaries
of the army sent the 76th Division south %o the XII Corps
to relieve the U, S, 87th Infantry Division whieh, with the
U. S. 4th Infantry Division, was %o go to the VIII Corps.
(25) This relief was made on the night of 24 January and
by the mrext day thé division was holding a2 line along the
Sauer River extending from Berderf on the left %o Wgﬁfer

———

Billig on the right. (26)

—_—

The order of regiments from left to right being 417th,
304th, and 385th, On the left of the division was the 4th

Infantry Division and on the right, the Second Cavalry,

Mechanized, Group.

(23) (Personal Knowledge); (24) A-10, p. 603 (25) Personal
Knowledge; (26) A-10, p. 358.
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On 26 January, the 4th Division was relieved by the 80th
Division and by side-slipping with the 5%h Divisiom, the
Corps Order of Battle, from left to right, was 80th, 5%th,
76th Infantry Divisions, Second Cavalry, Mechanized, Group
with the 4th Armored Division in regerve in vicinity of

Dudelapge. (27)

IHE BATTALION SITUATION

The digposition of the 417th Infantry Regiment on the
left of the divigion sector was a line from Berdorf on the
left to Echternach om the right. The 34 Battalion wag on
the left in nhé vieinity of Berdorf, lst Battalion on the
right at Echternach and the 24 Battalion in Regimental re-
serve at Consdorf, The regimental command post loeatéd in
Hemstal. (28)

The period of 26 January - 4 February saw extensive pa-
trolling earried out by the battalion, Om 3 February the
8now began o digappear rapidly and thé roads and fields
became very soft, [he gstreams began to rise, With the 1ifg-
ing of the usual overeast, the troops holding the high ground
overlooking the Sauer River, came under direet observation
and were restrieted to night movement omly. Harassing ma-
ehine gun and direet artillery fire enforeed these resirie-
tions, (29)

Field Order Number 14, Headquarters, XII U, S. Corps,
dated 3 February, directed that the corps would attack at

0100 hours 7 February. The mission was 10 seize bridgeheads
(27) A-4, p. 235; (28) (29) Personal Knowledge.
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over the Our and Sauer Rivers, breach the Siegfried Line and
prepare to advance om Bitburg. (See Maps D and E)

The 80th Division om the left was to attack and geize
the high ground in the vieinity of Qiifgf?f‘ The 5¢h Di-
vigior with Regimental Combat iseam 417 of the 76th Division
attached to give density to the attaeking elements, would

attack and seize the high ground in the vieinity of Erazen

and Ferschweiler and prepare to continue to eorps objeetivé:'ljﬁf

The remainder of the 76th Division and the Second Cavalry,
Mechanized, Group, reinforceﬂ, was to protecet the right
flank of the corps aleng the Sauer snd Moselle Rivers and
to support the ercgsings of the sorps by firé. he 4th Ar-~
mored Division remained in eorps reserve near Dudelange.
The 1135th Combat Emgineer Group would suppert the 80th Di-
viesion and the 11034 Combat Engineer Group would support
the 5th Division assault. (30)

Headquarters, S5th Inofantry Divisioen, in order to ae~ |
complish its mission, direeted that the assault be made with
three regiments abreast, 1the 10th Infaatry Regiment to make
asgault erossing northwest of Weilerbach and Rollendorf.

Fhe 1lth Infantry Regiment making twWo assault crossings, one
gsouth ef Weilerbach one-half mile and anrother one mile north-
wegt of Echternach. L[he 417th Combat Team on the right would
eross at The town of Eehternaeh.. The 2d Infantry Regiment
would remain in regerve in vieinity of glizfnster. (31} It
was further directed that the erossings wouiﬁ be made with-

out any preparatory fires, Leading elements would cross in

(30) A-11, pp. 316-518; (31) A-1l1, p. 318.
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aggault boats, Once %he crossings were launched, the sup-
porting engineers would begin construetion of foot bridges
for the remeinder of the supporting infantry battalions to
'eross on. The 160th Combat Engineer Battalion wag to sup-
port Combat [eam 417, 133d Combat Engineer Battalion %o
support 10th Infantry Regiment, 7th Engineer Batta;ion (or-
ganic 5th Division) to support the 11th Infantry and the
282d Engineer Battalion to be prepared to follow the attack
and erect a Class 40 bridge. (See Map E} (32)

During the night of 4-5 February, elements of the 10th
Infantry Regiment relieved the 24 and 3d Battalions of 417th
Infantry in Qggggrf and'nggﬁgyf. The 24 Battalion moved
t0 Bech and the 34 Battalion elesed into Brouch by daylight
5 Februafy. Thus, Combat Team 417 with lst Battalion at
Eehternach, was lined up in & column of battalions for the
fortheoming attack. (See Map F) (33)

The specifie mission assigned to Combat Team 417 by
the eommanding general, 5th Division, was te attack at 0100
hours 7 February ﬁorth acrogs the Sauer River, éeize the
high bluffe in zones which were overlooking the crossing
gite, olear those piliboxes to the north and northeast 1in
zone and assist the 5th Divieion in seizing the high ground
in the vieinity of Fersechweiler and Ernzen, fThe final ob-
jective of 5tk Division was vhe high ground in viecimity of
Welsehbillig and Eisenach, (See Map B) (34)

- g
The zone of operations asgigned to Combat Team 417 was

one ideally suited to the defender, By now the gnow was

(32) A-11, p. 3163 (33) Personal Knowledge; (34) A-10, p. 71.
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rapidly melting and intermittent raing had begun., The
Sauer River, which wasg pormally appreximately 100 feet wide,
began to rise and by the time of the erosging had risen
approximately 10 feet to a width of 180 feét, and was mov-
ing at a rate of 8-12 miles per hour; (35) TIhe approaches
to the river offered little ecover to the assaulting troops,
exceplt The ghost town of Echternach, Overlooking the river
from Ghe norbh'bank were very steep bluffs rising abruptly
tc anywhere from 400 to 600 feet, leveling off on top inteo
Open woods and cultivated Tfields., (36) Disperaed through-
out this area along the bluffs, gorges, roads and fields
were the pillbo;es of the Siegfried Line whieh had a density
of approximately one pillbox per 40 square yards and a depth
¢f 4000 yards.,

Connecting these mutually supperting reinforced oon-
erete pillboxes, loeally ealled the "rats' pest™, wag an
efficient system of fire and eommunication trenches, with
antifpersonnei mineg being placed in the eenalized avenues
of appreaech. (37)

becupying these positions were the German 212th Velks-
grenadier Division, 23d Penal Battalion and elements of the
44th Fortresg Machine Gun Battalion. All of these units
"participated in the Ardennes eounter—offensive. Thegse units
were badly mauled and depleted bul capable of sondueving a
strong defense behind the swcllen river under che proteetion

of the pillboxes., (38)

In order for the reader to have a elear understanding

(35) A~-11, p. 316; {36} A-11, p. 318; (37) Personal Knowledge;
(38) A-10, p. 72,
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of the crganization for this operation, it is well to show
at this time units composing the eombat team and those sup-
'porting the operation a s follows:

417th INFANTRY FEGIMENT

ATTACRED:
901st Field Artillery Battalion, 105 Howitzer
Company €, 301lst COmbat‘Engineer Battalion
Company G, Soist Medical Battallon

SUPPOKI ING:

160th Combat Engineer Battalion

Company A, 81lst Chemical Battalion (Smoke
Generator)

Battery C, 558th Field Artillery Batuialion
{(155mm SP)

Battery C, 778th AAA Battalion
808th Tank Destroyer Battalion

The Combat ifeam would further have the supporting fires
of the 76th Divisicn Artillery,

The attack order issued on 5 February by the commanding
officer of Combat Team 417 directed that assault eroscings
would be made beginning at 0100 hours 7 February., IThe lst
Battalion leading would eross approximately 500 yards north-
west of Zoehternach, The initial crossings would be nade in
40 gngineer agsauls boats to be brought into the town the
night of 5-6 February by the engineers. Once across the
river the lst Battalion would attack and seize the high ground
overleooking the erosgsing =ite and esweeping east would clear
the entire hill erest. [he engineers would erect a foot

bridge near the boat crossing cite as socn as the lst Batl-
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talicn crossed. The 24 Battalion would then cross, turn
right and sweep along the fase of the egearpment in the
direction of Echternacherbruck and Minden, reduecing all
pillboxes in its zone, ihe 3d Battalion would follow the
2d Battalion, pass beitween the lst and 24 Battalions on
order and attack over the face of the escearpment and seize
the high ground approximately 1000 yards southeast o¢f Ir-
rel, ihe atback would be launched without artillery prep-
aravion; however, at 0130 hours 7 February the entire corps

arsillery would open up on pre-arranged targets. (39)

ITEE BATTALION PIAN OF AITACK

Having c¢losed int o Brouch by daylight 5 February and
with the attack to QSgin at 0100 hours 7 February, the bat-
talion had llttlquime for detailed planning., In the after-
nocn of 5 February, thg battalion eommander, S-2, S-3 and
company commaenders made a very limited reconnaissance in
the area of the lst Battalion, but due to the overeast, re-
turned with 1little information except what was shown on the
operationg map.

During the remainder of 5-6 February, additional maps
and aerial photographs were issued on basis of one per of-
ficer in the battglion, Communieations were checked, pole
charges prepared by the battalion AP plasoon, exira ammru-
nivion drawn, flame throwers were obtained through the regi-

mental ges officer and by the afternoon of & February, the

battalion had available everything necessary for essault ing

(39) A-18.
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fortified areas, (40)

The bettalion was up to full strength, status of indi-
vidusl clothing was excellent and after receiving three hot
meals daily for the past twe days, in addition to having
Christmas packages from home delivered on 5 February, the
morale of the battalion was extremely high, (41)

. The battalion operation order issued at 2000 hours 6
February directed the battalion to nove by marching at 2300
through Bech vo a road junction apﬁreximately one and one-~
half miles north of Bech where the battalion would go into
ah astembly area in the woods, In the assembly area the
extra ammunition, flame throwers and demolition charges
would be issued. The battalion motorg would remgin in the
assembly?area under control of battalion moter officer,
Order of march: Company I leading followed by Company K,
Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters CompaRy, Company L
and Company M, one section heavy machine guns from Company
M attached to each I =nd K Companies, The battalicn would
remain in ascsembly area unt il the 24 Battalicn had moved to
the croseing site at which time the battalion would close
into Echtermach and prepare to cross on the foot bridge.

Due to the uneertainty of the battsalion mission after eross-
ing the river, little planning ecould be made except the or-
ganizatiom of assault teams and the preparation to attack on

order, (Sée Map F) (42)

(40) (41) Personal Knowledge; (42) Personal Knowledge; A-17.
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THE CROSSING OF THE SAUER RIVER

AT 2300 the battalion erossed the initial point im
Brouch and marched toward Bech. Moving through Bech it was
found that the 24 Battalion had dlready departed, so the
battalion eontinued on to the assembly area reaching there
at 0100 7 February. The 24 Battalion was closing inte Ech-
Ternach and the 1lst Battalicn was moving out in the agsauls
ercgsing, The regimental command post had moved to Lauter-
born and was open, The extra ammunition, flame throwers
and demolition equipment were quiekly issued and the bat-
talien was ready to move out, (43)

At 0130 the artillery preparations began as planned,
Nothing was heard of the progress of the~ist and 2d Bat-
talions, fhe artillery fire was ﬁerrific and gratifying
and by 0600 the corps had fired 29,000 rounds of high ex-
plosives into the enemy pesitions. Having heard nothing
from either regiment or the lst and 2d Battaliocnz, the bat -
talion commander directed the S-1 to depart immediately
with a SCR 300 radio and operator, contaet the lst and 24
Battalions and repert the progress 0f the erossings. The
S-1 departed at Q200 accompanied by the S-2 and a radlo
operator. Enroute to the town the sky was ablaze with ar-
tillery flashes and a £low rain began te fall, Uponrn reach-
ing the town, the S-2 of the 24 Battalion was quickly con-
tacted. He stated that part of the lst Battalicon was across

the river and the 24 Battalicn was waiting for the bridge

to be complejed.

(43) Personal Knowledge,
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Thisg informavicn was quickly sent to the battalion com-
mander and the S-1 moved on through the town and up the river
to the erossing site, Along the road and railread ruaning
parallel to the river near the crossing site, the 24 Battal-
ion was found lying in the ditehes waiting for the bridge.
The croscsing site was now undergoing & terrifie plastering
With enemy artillery, mortar and machine gﬁn Tire. Moving
to the 1lst Battalion observation post the party was informed
that Companies A, B and part of ( were across and that there
were only four boats left from the original 40, Moving_back
into Town téfthe 160th Combat Engineer Battalion command
post, the party was informed that it was imposcsible to erect
a bridge before daylight as they had been unable to secure
an anchor cable across the swollen, raging current.

This information was sent to the 34 Battalion Commander
and the S~1 and S-2 conmbtinued to the 24 Battalion ocommand
post and waited for further developments, A% about Q600
seeing that a bridge was not going to be erected and that
no further assauli boats were immediat ely available, the
2d Batvalion was ordered back into the town to wait until
darkness., (44)

Aerosg the river the assaulting elements of the lst Bat-
talion had quickly re-organized, with approximacely 50 men
per company in each of A and B Companies, and had moved out
about one-third of the way up on the face of the escarpment
and reached the eresy, e¢learing all pillboxes in its zone,

(45)

(44) (45) Personal Knowledge.
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ihe 34 Bartalion S-1 and his party retumed to the bat-
talioﬁ assembly area at daylight and found that the battal-
lon had moved down the reoad toward Echternach and was just
gouth ofVLauterborn, dispersed along the stream on the right
of the road., (See MHap F) |

Seeing that the battalion would remain here throughout
the day, the battalion commander ordered the companies to dig
ghelters and await further orders, I{ was apparent that the
area would be under enemy observatieén when the overcast 1ifted,
However, many of the troops did not dig shelters with much
enthugiasm, At 0830 the sky cleared and almost immediately
one salvo of enemy artillery landed on the road in the center
of The battalion area, tollowed immediately with about 50
rounds in 3-pound salvos, Needless to say, at this time little
¢ould be seen in the area exeept entrenchiﬁg tools flashing
in the sunlight ‘and the dark red clay of the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg flying through the air, she battalion remalned in
thig position throughout the day, undergoing harassing fire.
However, only seven easualties were sustained, and they dur~
ing the initial concentration. (46)

At 2000 hours 7 February the 3«1 and a small party of
communications and command post personnel returned to Ech-
ternaeh to establish a battalion command post. During the
day additional boats were brought into the town and the reg-
imental commander had ordered that further crossing of the
1st Battalion be suspended and the 2d Battalion was to re=
new the asséult erossings at 2030 to reinforce the lst Bat-

talion in the vieinity of Ernzerhof. ‘The lst Battalion had

—
(46) Personal Xnowledge,



been cut off for approximately 24-hours and had repulsed a
counter-~attack of tanks and infantry at 1700. At 2100 the
battalion command post was established in a house on the
south edge of Zchternach near the railrcad and the battal-
lon executive officer jecined the party. Houses were ge-
lected for the battalion to use as shelter when they ar-
rived, (47)

At 2030 the 24 Battalion began erossing in the addi-
tional assault boats, ineluding four powered storm boats.
Four hecurs later Company G and one machine gun platoon of
Company H were across, but the devastat ing mortar, arvill-
ery and machine gun fire had vaken its toll, All boats
were lost or destroyed and the battalion had suffered tre-
mendous casualties in the streets and alongside the build-
ings while waiting To cross.

There was no foot bridge erested, The 150th Engineer
Combat Battalion had secured four cables aeross the river
only to have them either ripped out by artilleiy fire or'by
ecareening boats being swept down-stream from the crossing
gites of the 1lth Infantry up-stream. |

Eighteen additional assault hoats were brought into the
town and at 0400 the crossing attempts were resumed, Six of
the boats were knocked out before being launched, Twelve
de?arted to the opposite shore with troops; none returned,
£0 the remainder of the 24 Battalion could only wait until
darkness again. (48)

Thus the 3d Battalion was delayed another day in mov-

ing into the v own, At this time all elements across the

(47) (48) Personal Knowledge.-
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river were placed under the command of the lst Battalion com-
mander and orders were issued for them o consolidate Their
position., During the day, re-supply of ammunition, food

and blood plasma ﬁas effectied through vhe coordination of

the regimental S-4 and the liaison planes of the 76th Divi-
gion artillery. The piloté dived into heavy enemy fire 3o
drop supplies to the iscolated troops. (49)

During the day of 8 February,-additional boats were
brought into town, All available troops searched down-stream
from the erossing site and salvaged all usable boats that
had drifted down-gtream after depositing their troops aceross
the stream, Soon after darkness the 34 Battalion moved in-
%0 Echternach and was gquickly directed into billets to await
the completion of the erossings of the 24 Battalion. (50)

At 2100 the 2d Battalion resumed the agsault and by 0300
9 February'uas across, suffering severe casualties in the
erossings., The batvalion ald station group in one boai took
a direct artillery hit and the entire group either was killed
or drowned, (51)

The 34 Battalion began preparations to immediately fol-
low the 24 Battalion., DBoat teams were counted off.according
%0 the individual company assault teams which had been made
up previously. Twelvé men and their equipment were assigned
to each boat plus two engineers to bring the boats back. (528)

By this time Company C of 30lst Combat Engineers, part
of the combal team, had been committed Lo the support of the
erossings, The 160th Combat Engineers, having suffered such

terrifie losses in men and material, were withdrawn. The

(49) Personal Knowledge; (50) (51) (52) A-17; Personal Knowledge.
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boat dump was established approximately 500 yards soubtheast
up the winding street south of the erossing site, A4 erit-
leal item at This vime was paddles for the boats, as prev-
lous crossings had congumed practically all that were avail-
able and attempls at salvaging additional ones met with
little successs (53)

At 0330 hours 9 February Companies I and K moved t¢ the
boat dump, secured their boats and moved out to the erossing
site, under the guidance of the battalion exeoutive officer
and the engineer boat parties, (See Map G) Due to The
wéight of the rain-soaked asgault boats and individual equip-
ment'and the shell-ftorn route to the river, progress was
slow and upon reaching the water edge, all men were breath-
ing very heavily. When the boat launchings began, the en-
emy artillery and mortar fire came in, inflieting many cas-
ualties but by quick aetion the men quiekly loaded and shoved
off. (54) Many boats had only one or tvwo paddles with the
regult They were carried far down-stream before reaching the
opposite bank, Several boats were swamped due Lo overloads
and men and equipment were dumped into the raging current to
be swepi away.

Both company commanders made it across safely and quickly
re-organized and moved out with che personnel available. En-
route up vhe draw to the left of the orossing site, the lead-
ing platoon of Company I lost direction and encountered a
mine field approximately 300 yards from the river, The 1st
and 24 Battalions had previously successfully avoided the

mine field which was reported prior to the beginning of the

(53) Personal Knowledge; A-17; (54) A-17.
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attack. However, it was not confirmed and had not been

'definitely located or marked., 1Lhe platoon leader and three

members of (he platoon were wounded., <+he platoon was suc-
cessfully withdrawn frdm the.mine field and the two companies
proceeded on up vhe draw and joined the 1st Battalion in the
woods southwest of Ernzerhof. (55) By this time iv was day-
light and further crossing of the battalion was suspended.
(56) |

At thig time due to the extreme state of confusion and
dis-organization of the elements of the three battaliops a-
eroes the river, the 1lst Battalion commander was direeted to
agsume command of all units, as the 24 Battalion Commander
was wounded and the 34 Batualion commander was still in Eeh-
ternach, the commanding officer of the lst Battalion was
notified that he would proceed with the regimental mission
and that the regimental execublive officer would join him,
Supposedly the regimental commander would remain in Lauter-
born and direét the vast operation from the comparative
safety of the regiméntal command post, (57)

Throughout the day the elements of the 1lst and 2d Bat-
talions eleared agd consolidated che bridgehead, By dark-
ness the line held extended from the ravine approximately
1200 yards south of Ernzen)south to The pillbox approximate-
1ly 350 yards northwest of Ernzerhof and south over the face
of the bluff to the eastern edges of Echiernacherbruck,
Companies I and K,‘temporarily under command of the lst Bat-
talion commander, were directed to dig in along the draw

west of Ernzerhof and constitute a regserve for the elements
(565) A-19; {56) Personsl Knowledge; ({57) A-17.
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of the three battalions. (58)

Sometime during the afternoon the regimental commander
eonvactied the 3d Battalion commander by telephone and in-
formed him that due vo the fact that Companies I and K were
across the river, the proper place for the battalion com=-
mander wag With them and any further delay in joining them
would be very unpleasing, (59)

At approximately 2200 the battalion command post group
moved Gown to the erossing site and cerossed without incident.
The batitalion executive and S-1 were instructed to remain
and supervise the crossing of Company T and the remainder of
Company M, As soon as the command post group had crossged,
sttempis were made to contact them on the SCR 300, After
fepeated calls of "Irigger Blue Six, this is Trigger Blue
Five, over®, the rasping whisper of the battalion commander
eould be heard: "This ic me,” The command post group de-
parted up the bluff ané joined Companies I and K 1n the Pt
woods in the vieinity of the lst Battalion comqggg\gqsty”L{GO)

After asserbling all available boats at the crossing
site, sufficient boats were available to eross Company L so
it would be necessary toc cross Company M in a second wave,
Company I was formed into boat teams and moved out to the
boat dump at 0200 hours 10 February. Boats were guickly
shouldered by the 12-man teams and the column moved out,
guided by the batvalion executive officer. The company Treached
the erossing =ite without receiving any fire. The boais were
guickly launched and loaded, The company departed in one

wave, JImmediately enemy flareg went up and machine guns on

(58) A-19; (59) Personal Knowledge; (60) A-17.
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the bluffs north of Eehternacherbruck and othe;s from ap-
proximately 800 yarﬁs ngr?hwest of the erossing site began
firing, Nothing could Ee heard.from Company L except men
sereaming and boats capeizing into tﬁe raging torrent.
Just a8 suddenly as the fire began, it stopped and Company
L seemed to have disappeared into the darkness, (61)

Waiting for the boats to return for Company M was fu-
tile. Just before daylight one engineer returned with a
boat and stated he did not know what became of Company I.
No additional boats were available for Company M ﬁo cross.
The battalion executive officer departed for regimental
command post at Lsuterborn for further instructions. There
he awoke the regimental commander and informed him of the
gituation, The regimental commander ordered further e¢ross-
ings suspended and all efforts to be concentrated Toward
supplying the elemenﬁs of the three battalions aeross the
river, Therefore, he directed the battalion executive to
take charge and with all available personnel attempt to get
rations, ammunition, wabter and medical supplies aeross the
river and wounded ﬁen back across, |

At this time the assistant division commander of the 5Sth
Division eame into the regimental command‘post. The battal-
ion executive officer stated that if daylight supply opera-
tions were to be suceessful, then some'smoke geheratcrs would
be of great assistance at the crossing site. The assistent
division commander, 5th Division, stated that there was a
section of chemical smoke generators alieady aggigned the

mission and should be there already. (62)

(61) Personal Knowledge; (63) A-17.
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After leaving the regimental ecommand post and enroute
back to Echternach, the battalion executive officer saﬁ the
smoke generators placed along the road about a mile south
of Echternach and giving a perfect screen t¢ the regimental
command post and near-by road junetion, Upon contaeting
the officer in charge, many and various reasons were given
ag o why they could not get nearer the river and do some
good., (63)

The battalion executive officer returned to the town
and informed the battalion S-1 and 5-4 of the =supply miss-
ion, <The S~4 was already building up a supply dump in a
barn near the river and the S5-1 had supervised the removal
of all dead from the vieinity of-the erossing site; the re-
covery of all arms and equipment as well as the salvaging
of two additional usable assault boats., Lhus there were
three boats available to carry out the supply mission. (64)

At this vime communications personnel from the regi-'
mental wire section came to the crossing site and with the
ald of a rifle grenade ﬁith W=-110 wire attached, secured a
line across thelriver which was quickly recovered on the
opposite shore by communications personnel of the 1lst Bat-
t&lion, and the first telephone eommunications with the
battalions were established. The three boats were moved to
the crossing site, loaded and dispatched, reaching the op-
posite bank without incident and thus the supply mission was
underway. (65)

Scon carrying parties ecould be seen descending the bluff

(63) A-17; (64) Personal Knowledge; (65) A4-17,
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Lo receive the supplies and deliver them to troops engaged
in assaulting the enemy fortificatiqns. Very soon there

wag a beehive of aetivity around the erossing site; all sup-
Ply echelons of the regiment having joined in the supply
mission., trhe Yermans did not let this go unobserved and

goon mortar and artillery fire were dropping in, dispers-

ing the supply details until operations prectically ceased.
Division artillery observation planes were soon up ¢ di-
rect counber-battery fire and the enemy artillery fire ceased
end the supply operations were resumed, |

The battalion S=1, in the midst of supervising the load-
ing of a boat, looked around and saw the assistant division
commander of the 5th Divisicn and following him was the chem-
ien]l section smoke generator that the battalion executive
had been unable to move earlier in the day. This section was
socn in place approximately 200 yards up the river from the
ercssing site and suecessfully screened the crossing sise
throughout the remsinder of the operaticn, (66}

At approximately 1400 the regimental S5-3 contacted the
2d Battalion S-1 by velephone, which was now installed in
the building serving as z battalion supply dump, and noti-
fied the S-1 %0 have two boats available irmediately for the
regimental commander and staff to cross the river, It was
later learned that the assistant divisicn commander of the
5th Division, after emplacing the smoke generafors, had gone
to Laubterborn and t0ld the regimental commander to get over
the river ﬁith his battalions immediately., Soon the regi-~

mental commander and staff arrived and were put aeross in

(66) A~17; Personal Knowledge,
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great haste without incidént. They were last seen disap-
pearing up the bluff in the direetion of the lst Battalion
ecommand post. (87) |

The 34 Battalion, less elements of Company M and joined
py Company 1, had by this time moved to the vieinity of Ern-
zerhof, ihe battalion had accomﬁlished nothing up until
thig vime eéqut re-organization, (68)

The 30lst Engineer Batitalion moved out at approximately
2000 to erect a fool bridge and by daylight the bridge was
in and supplies were quickly sent aecross by carrying parties
made up of the three battalions Pioneer and Ammunition Pla-
toons, also the battalion Anti-Tank platoons.

The remainder of the 34 Battaltion Heaaquarters and
Headquarters Company personnel jéined the battalion by 1000
bn 11l February; each officer and enlisted man carrying either
a case of rationg, ammunition or five-gallon can of water
up the gteep bluff to the battalion command post now at Ern-

zerhof. (69)

THE ATTACK

The 41%7th Regimental Combat [eam was relieved. from
attachment vo the 5¢h Infantry Division during the day of
11 February and immediately orders were issued for expan-
sion of the bridgehead'area. The lst Battalion by now ab
approximately one-third strength, was directed to maintain

its position extending north and east from Ernzerhof, The

(67) Personal Knowledge; (68) A-19; (69) Personal Knowledge.
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2d Battalién would attack immediastely west and southeast
from Echternacherbruck and sweep along the river c¢learing
all pillboxes in its zone, The 34 Battalion was directed
to attack immediat ely from the vieinity of Ernzerhof %o

the northeast across the nose of the bluff and down into
the flat lands below, keeping to the right of the road run-
ning north igto Irrel. (70)

Somet ime during the morning ¢f 11 February the battalicn
commander was ordered by regiment to send out a strong com-
bat patrel, reinforced with machine guns, with the objective
of seizing the pillbox approximately =& thousand yards east
of Ernzerhof. Howevelr, the battalion commander, who appeared
very much concerned over his personal safety, forgot all a-
bout the order until 1800 at which time he called in the com-
pany commander of Company I and ordered him briefly to send
the patrel out immediately, The I Company Commander, real-
izing that it was already &ark and that no reconnaissance
or devailed plan could be made, refused tc send the patrol
out .,

At thie time regiment called and wanted to know if the
patrol had moved out. Ihe battaiion commander reported to
regiment that it was; and then threatened to relieve the I
Company commander if the patrol was not sent out. The I
Company commander sent the patrol out at about 1830, FHow=-
ever, having had previous service in the regimental 5-3 sec-
tion, he sent his company executive officer to the regi-
ment al command post to notify the 5-3 of the situation,

hoping that his personal contact there would have some bear-

(70) A-18.
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ing on any resulss of Ghe patrol. (71)

The patfbl moved out around through the woods to the
south and east of Ernzerhof and prepared to assault the
pillbox., The company execut ive officer returned with orders
te pull the patrol in., Lhe patrol was withdrawn, havinz had
twe killed and three wounded by machine gun fire from the
Pillbox. (See ¥Map G} (72)

During the night the 3d Battalion was relieved by the
3d Battalion of the 385th Infantry Regiment, whiech was to
continue the attack in 1st'Battaiion zene until pinched out
by vhe 1llth Infantry on vhe left and 34 Battalion, 417th
Infantry on the right, (73)

The Zd and 34 Battalions were ordered to continue the
attack to the north and east. COmpany I moved out tc cap-
ture Pillboxes A, B, C. D. E, in vhat order., DPillbox 4
was caplured by early arternoon and B, C and D were cleared
by dark., Now the batitalion commander moved The operations
_ copmand pest from vhe pilibox near Ernzerhof to Fillbox A.
(74)

The next morning Company I was ordered to pass Lhrough
Company I and attack east in cthe direetion of Hill 259. Lhe
company moved out arocund 0900 on 13 February, passed through
I Company and acrosc the road and immediately came into a
murdercus cross-fire from pillboxes on three sides, The at-
tack stopped; the company did not move as the battalion com-
mander remained in the command post, Also the L Company
commander becarme separated from vhe company and was pinned
down. He did not return to the company command post until

(71) (72) A-19; Fersonal Knowledge; (73) Personal Knowledge;
(74) A"lgu
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darkness., (See Map &) L?S)

As soon as darkness came, the S-1 and the battalioﬁ
assistant medieal officer began the supervision of the evac-
nation of L Company wounded, The entire night was oceupied
evacuating the wounded by litter back to Ernzerhof where
4-ton vehicles were able (o evasuate the wounded 0 the
bridge site, (76)

The battalion commander was ordered-to repqrt to the
regimental command post at 2000 to explain the failure of
hieg bastalion %o gain any ground during the day, FHe re-
turned at appreximately 2200 with a personal bodyguard of
eight men commandeered from Company K. (77)

QQe next morning, 14 February, Company I eaptured Fill-
. box D:ﬁiLittle else was done; however, the 2d Battalion was
having success with coordinsted attacks along the river and
wae holding a line running generally south of Hill 259, (78)
At about 1400 the battalion commander called the I Company
conmander to the command post and ordered him to attack im—
mediately ¢o the northeast astride the road, capture Pill-
boxes ¥, G, H, i, and J; and secure a line of departure run-
ning northwest and southeast, approximately 500 yards north-
east along the roadlfrom the S-t%turn in the road to Irrel.

Company I attacked again without reconnaissance or de-
tailed planning, as darkness was rapidly approaching._ As
socn ag the company moved eui, the batfalion commander sent
a written message to the battalion executive at the batial-
ion rear .command post, stating that Pillboxes ¥, G, H, I, and

J were clear, However, the battalion S-2, realizing the
(75) (76) (77) Personal Knowledge; (78) A-17.
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geriousness of this false information, arrived at the bat-
talion rear command post soon after the message did, and
gtated that it was false and that Company I had jﬁst moved
out, The message was not sent, Company I did capture Pill-
Boxes F, G, and H before darkness, In moving around in er-
der %o assault Pillboxes I and J from the rear, one platoon
ran into anti-personnel Mine Fjeld Number 2, killing two
and wounding 12, eight of these being lister cases, The
company pulled back to Pillboxes F, G, and H, re-organized
and spent the night getting the litter cases ocut. (See

Map G) (79)

During the night, approximately 50 stragglers who had
drifted back to Ernzerhof, during the day, were rounded up
by the S-1 and were sent out %o the companies earryling ra-
tions and water that the Anti-Tank and A&P platoons had
brought up from Echternach., Also the S-1 was able to get
fairly aceurave reportgs from the companies and get the first
morning reports in for the battalion since 8 February. (80)

By 0800 the next morning, 15 February, the ammuni-
tion and pioneer platoon had cleared a path through the mine
field snd Companies I and X attacked northeast toward Hill
292, Company I on the left was to guide on the road run-
ning north into Ir%el until it reached a road junetion on
Hill 250 then turn northeast to Hill 292, By this time the
24 Battalion was approximately a2 thousand yards scuthwest
of Minden, (81)

Phe companies moved out at approximately 0830 and due

to a very heavy fog plﬁs additional esmoke drifting up vhe

(79) A-19; (80) Personal Knowledge; (8l) A-17.
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Tread from the smoke generators at the bridge sites, the com-
panies were on top of each pillbox under cover of artillexy,
mortar, smoke and fog before the ehemy could deteet them.
By 1000 Company I in the fog and smoke had by-passed the
road Jjunetion, losing direciion, and confusing the road run-
ning into Ernzen with the one going inte Irrel and knowing
they were to keep t0 the road on the left, turned up the
hill on the left of the rocad %o Irrel approximately 800 yards
gsouthwest of Irrel. At this time the I Company commander
could see down che hill invo Jrrel and then realized he was
out of his zone. He ordered the company to withdraw back %o
the road and get into proper position to take their objective,
As the company began to withdraw, the wind came up and
the smoke and fog 1lifted. 1he enemy began dropping mortar
on the company pinning them down in the turn in the road 1000
yards south 6f Irrel. The company commander began withdraw=-
ing the company by infiluration but having no one in rear o
stop them until they reached the company command post, the com-
pany had withdrawn back to the first pillboxes taken that
morning. (See Map G) (82)
By this time Company K had had some success and was a-
bout 1000 yards from Hill 292 in its zone. (See Map G) (83)
Company I re-organized by 1300 and moved back up abreasc
of Company K. In the meantime, the battalion command post
moved to Pillbox I and che aid svation moved to Pillbox E.
The 24 Battalion had uncovered the battalion right rear and
wag near the town of Minden, The battalion 5-3 went to the

bridge site and guided up two tank destiroyers that had just

(82) 4-19; (83) Personal Knowledge.
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come across Lhe Class 40 bridge.

At 1400 Companies I and K jumped off in a coordinated
attack supported by the ﬁank destroyers and by 1700 had se-
cured Hill 292 and were overlooking the Prum River and Ir-

rel, (84)

RELIEF OF THIRD BATTALION

At approximately 1000 the next day, 16 February, the
battalion was notified that it would be relieved that night
by the 1lst Battalion of {he 385th Infantry. Alsoc that uhe
battalion would move back to Boulder, near Brouch from where
it started the attack. The 5-]1 deparied immediately with the
battalion S5-4 to arrange billevs and prepare for hot meals
for the batvalion, (85)

By 2000 that evening the relief began and by daylight

17 February was complete, (88)

ANATYSTS AND CRITICISM

Thig operacion combined three of the most aifficult gpec-
iglized operaticns: namely, a night_attack, an assault river
erossing and an actack of fortified positions, Any one of
these type operations would have been difficult for seasgoned
troops and staffs, The committing of a green unit to this
opergsion was %0 contemplate many‘mistakes. However, the ne-
ecessity was a command decision and it is felt that it was

proper in that it made possible heavy attacke all along the

{(84) {85) (86) Personal Knowledge.
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ent ire corps front resulting in the rapid breaching of the
Siegfried Line.

It is my opinion that thig mission assigned to the com-~
bat team was not too large and certainly not too great for
the 34 Battalion., It ecould have heen easily accomplished
by the 3d Battalion if it had prepared ecoordinated attacks
and brought vhe entire weight of the battalion to bear up-
on the enemy instead of the piece-meal commitment of the al-
ready depleted companies,

The engineers did a superier job throughout this oper-
ation, However, in the planning‘for the operation, insuffi-
cient boats were agcsigned to the crossing; and those that
were received were not fully equipped iith paddles. 1his
resulted in the three battalions having %o eross the river
in numerous small assaulis.

The placing of the boat dump in the southern part of
the town provided cover and concealment for the dumps HoOw-
ever, it caused a hand-carry of approximately 500 yards
through the rubble of the town and out along the railroad
to the crossing site. It is believed that tris mas Loo far
for the troops to earry boats, especially afier already
earrying extra ammunition and demolition equipment.

The initial assignment of 12 riflemen, Two engineers
and the extra equipment to0 each assault boat was an absolute
meximum, Due %o losses prior to launching the boats, 1t Tre-
sulted in addivional riflemen being assigned ©0 the boats
and due to the speed of the swollen stream and the lack of
sufficient paddes to control the boaté, many were siamped in

mid-st ream,

- 37 -



The engineer plan of having two engineers in each boat
to return the empty boates is an excellent plan, However,
These men must be earefully selecced.in order that they can
be relied upon to return the bﬁats. Several boats in this
Operation were abandoned by the engineer boas teams 6nce
they reached the opposite river bank, In all casges they
were glew in returning and in many ecases were left to drift
down-gtream,

The initial waves of troops, upon reaching the oppo-
gite bank of the river, merely dropped the boat paddles and
were not eareful to leave them in the boats for the follow-
ing waves and resulted in the rapid expenditure of the al-
ready critically inadequate supply of boat paddles.

Reconnaissénce prior to this operation was incomplete.
Neither the battalion commander, his staff nor any of the
company commanders had cbserved thé erossing gite until each
of them crossed it during the hours of darkness.

Map supply was inadeguate for operations of this type.
There sghould be a distribution of maps and aerial phétos
down %o and ineluding the squad., Lthroughout this operation,
=qua&s became separated in the attack and lost in the maze
of pillboxes.

Fhe descision to keep the battalion out of the town dur-
ing the peried 7-8 February was a wise one, Llhe town was
shelled constantly whereas in the assembly area the battal-
ion occupied, only harassing artillery fire was received and
ecasualties were light., However, these casualiies were un-

necessary and would not have occurred if the troops haé pre-
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pared indi?idual shelters when ordered.

The ;mproper'selection of sites for the smoke genera-
tors resulved in che enemy having excellent observation of
The crossing site, It is felt that this was & failure on
the part of the regimental commander to see that These were
Properly emplaced; and the necessity of the sssistant divis-
ion commander of the 5th Division having to go down and move
them does not reflect greatly upon the regimental commander
and gtaff.

The slowness of the regimental commander and 34 Battal-
ion commander in crossing the river does not indicate aggress-
ive leadership. It resulted 1in the buréen of extra command
being placed upon the lst Battalion commander.

The problems of gupply and evacuation assumed an impor-
tance egual to the attack problem althbugh they were not con-
templated. It was found that the battalion anti-tank and
ammunition and pioneer platocns could supply the battalion
by hand=-carry. The battalion executive officer did a super-
lor job in ecarrying out the supply and evacuvatvion missions.

The failure of the battalion to keep up its administra-
tive paper work such as morning reporus was justifiable in
this operation, T[here were more important problems and ac-
curaie reﬁorts were impessible, As soon a&as the situation
 1mproved, the battalion S-1 and sergeant major went out to
the companies and ceolleeted information in qrder to submit
morning reports that were aceurate,

The mere presence of the division artillery liaison

planes in the alr over the area provided an exeellent ccunter-
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battery weapon. rhe enemy wag very reluetant to fire when
the planes were in vhe air.

fthen the batvalion began its assault on the pillboxes
everything seemed to g0 wrong, The laek of aggressiveness
of the battalion commander and his reluctance to get out and
gee what was going on as well as set an example for the com-
panies is inexcusable, Due t¢ previous aetions, the entire
battalion lacked confidence in his 1eadership and it came To
a climax onee the battalion began the assault, His failure
%0 allow time for recoﬁnaissance by the company commanders,
and his attempt to command from within a pillbox resultved
in the attacks going off unprepared, plece-meal and during
the hours of darkness. His actions in false notifieation
t0o vhe regimental commander of pillboxes taken, whether they
were or not, was a serious offense,

The regimental commander should have relieved the 34
Battalion commander on 13 rebruary when the evidence showed
the battalion commander had failed %o pﬁsh the attack, I
is believed that the objeetive would have begnt aken sooner
and with less casualtieg if some one else had been in his
place, who would have executed coordinated aggressive at-
tacksg., +ihe battalion commander was relieved after the oper-
ation, The batvalion executive officer was placed in com-
maud.and the battalion performed in an excellent manner nhrough—
out the remainder c¢f the war,

The tank destroyers proved to be of excellent asgsigtance
during the attacks of 16 February. They were able to keep

the pillboxes buttoned up until assaulting troops could move
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into positions,

It is my opliniocn that the enemy defended the fortifica-
ticne with all the methodieal planning.and tenacity whiéh was
characteristie of the German army. However, they were not so
deeply impressed with Hitlerts orders to defend To the last
man asnd were ready Gto surrender when the final assault was
launched on each pillbox. It is believed that they could
havé held up the attacking forees much lobger if they had
been willing to deliver an all-oub defense.

In concluding the analysis, the extreme efforts and
leadership displayed by small units and individuals cannct
go without praise, It is felt that this reflects the high
degree of individual training and discipline that existed in
the unit.

The willingness of the units to sustain the assault and
turn mistakes into ultimate sucéesses is most commendable,
The battalion suffered the loss of approximately 50% of its
riflemen and 14 officers from its line companies were either
killed or wounded,

In closing this operation, its effeet upon subseguent
operations must be shown, In conjunction with the 80tvh and
Sth Divisions, the Siegfried Line was breached, allowing the
76th Division to turm south and sweep through the Siegfried
Line from the rear and link-up with the 10th Armored Divis-
ion'of‘nhe XX Corps at Trier, thus elearing the fortifica-
tions from the rear with lessened casualties, which justifies
somewhsat the frontal assaults at Echternach. The 5th and

80th Divigions continued %o the north, captured Bitburg on
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28" February, and on 5 March the famous 4th Armored Division
launched itvs historiec swWeep Lo the Rhine River.
0f che action it is felt ¢hat che following statement
of Colonel Albert C, Lieber, Jr,, 08884CE, is most deseript-
ive ,. ™'he action of L(he 417th Infantry of the 76th Divi-
gsion wae remarkable, The green division had joined the
Corps in January snd had gotten its ball ecartridge maneuvers
in holding the defensive front along the Lower Sauer-Meselle,
I{ was necessary 1o use a regiment of this Division in the
7 February attack in order to obtain the desired density
along.the attack front so the 417th Infantry was alttached to
the 5th Division for the crossing., We estimated that the
best way to elear the line in front of the 76th Division was
To penetrate and take it in reverse, sweeping from west to
east, Then came the attack and the "green" 417th found a
way through a draw up the precipitcus canyon walls and pen-
etrated over 1000 yards farther than any of the battalions
of the experienced 5th and 80th Divisions. Months later,
when I was C/S XXIII Corps, we were still finding their
bodieg ranged around the pillboxes they captured, and fre-
quently with the officer or NCO leader nearest the embra-
sure, The whole procedure merited the highest praise.™ (87)
By General Orders Number 19, War Depa:tment; dated 10
February 1947, the 417th Regimental Combat [eam was cited for
outstanding performance of duty inm aciion at.Echternach, Lux-
’embourg and under the provisions of Section IV War Department

Circular Number 333 was awarded the Distinguished Unit Badge.

(87) A-11, p. 320.
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LESSONS

Some of the lessons emphacized by this operaticn are:

l., Green troops with a high degree of individual train-
ing and discipline can be expected to rise to great hejghts
iﬁ inivial eombat purely through their d;sire to egtablish
t;gﬁséiées as equal to their companion veteran units.

Z. OSuccessful assault river crossings can be executed
only through eareful planning and with the closest supervision
at all command levels.

3. In preparing for sustained agsaults agross rivers
the procurement of assault boats beyond expected needs is a
necessity.

| 4, Sufficient assault boats are useless unless there
are at least four paddles availéble per boat.

5. Boat dumps for river crossings must be established
with Equalléonsideration for protection for boats and with
regard for distance from the crossing sites, in order to pro-
teet the boats from enemy fire and to prevent an excessive
handecarry of the boats,

6. In assault erossings of rivers, 10 riflemen and two
engineers are the maximum load that should be assigned %0
the engineer assault boat.,

7. Engineér boat teams must be carefully selected tc¢
insure thzwuse of ﬁersonnel who can be dépended upon to under-

£0 personal riské in erder to return boats for the second and

gsubsequent waves of assault troops.
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8+ DBoat leaders in assault river ercssings must see
that paddies are p;aced in the boat upcon reasﬁing the oppo- -
gite bank to insure their being available for subsequent
waves,

9. HReconnaissance of thé river croésing gite must be
made by all leaders down to and ineluding platoon leaders if
m;nimum confusion and 1livtle delay are 50 be expected,

10, Map distribution must be down to and including
squad leaders for assault of fortified positions.

1l. Close coordinasion must be exercised in the move-
ment of tro;§s %0 & river erossing site %o preveﬁt eongestion
and confusion.

12, OSmoke generator units play a role of vital import-
ancelin‘fivér crossings and the careful selection of posi-
tions is of paramount importance.

13, Battalion and regimental commanders in river cross-
ing operatiohs musf get across che river as soon as possible
to effeet speedy re-organization and accomplishment of as-
gigned missions. ,pﬁﬂma

14, Supply and evacuation must assume ecnsideraticn
equal t© Gthe tactical plans in river crdssings.

15. The mere presence of air observaticn posis provides
an effective counter-battery weapon,

16, In the assault of foftified areas, battalion staffl
and battalion headquaTters company units must be prepared to
fecllow the attack closely and many bimes perferm duties which

afe not fbutine in order to insure proper supply and evacuation.
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17, Large, coordinated attacks are vital t¢ the success
of operati;;;m;ééinst-%Z;%ified'afeés.

18, Regimental commanders should maintain elese obser-
vation of ﬂgggéiion éﬁﬁﬁénders and act quickly to remove any
officer who shows c¢he smallest amount of reluetance tc push
an atuack,

19, A unit performs no better than itg commander,

20. Direct fire weaﬁons are of vital importance in
assaultiné"éaiit-ﬁﬁ'areaa{y | | -

21. A wésk enemy in a built-up area must not be under-
estimated for as long as he is willing to remain and fire his

weapons, he can infliet heavy casualties.
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