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CPERATIONS CF THE 2ND BATTALICN, OTH INFANTRY (2ND INF. DIV.)
IN TEE ATTACK ON PILLROX SECTCR AT WEHIERSCHEID, GERMANY
(HEARTBKEAK CROSSRCADS) 13--16 DECEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personal exnerience of = Battalion 8-3)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph ccvers the operations of thke 2nd Battalion,
oth Infantry Regiment, 2nd U. S. Infantry Division, at Wehler-
scheld, Germany, 13--16 December 1644,

In order v»roperly to orient the reader, 1t will be neces-
sary to review the svents just prior to thls operation regard-
ing the action of U, 3. forces on this sector of the Western
Front.

General Elsenhower had emulated a brilllant guarterback
by sending the scintillating Armies of Generals PBradley and
Patton from the Normandy Beaches in lzte Jﬁly, across France,
into the frontier of Germany by early October 1944. (1)

With supvly lines stretching from Utah and Cmaha Beaches
to the frontiers of Germany, the Armies of the U. 8. were forced
to halt the far reaching agegressive offensive 1n early October.
(2)

After & general buildup and well coordinated loecal actione,
the First U. 5. Army faced the Roer River as the lest netural
obstacle to be mastered before breaking out into the plains be-
fore Zologne. (3) \V/

When the heavy autumn rains and early winter snows began
to fall in mid October, the Roer River became a more seriocus
obstacle. (4)

The Germans held the headwaters of both the Reer and Urft

(1, 2) A'ls Do, 579 58; (3) A-l, D. 84; (4) A"l: n. 95.
3.



‘Rivers, where a geries of dams ccntrolled-huge reservoirs of
water that could be let loose at any time by ovening the gates
or blowing the dams.. (5)

Therefore, 1t was necessary to consider serlously what
would happen 1f the Germans released.the tremendous amount of
water held by this glgantic dam system. (6) |
The two main damg were

1. The Urft Alépene Dam, located on the Urft River north-
weét of Gemund, with a capaclity of approximately

42,000 scre feet. This dam is 177 feet high, in the

form of a concrete gravity arch. The Urft River emp?

tles into the Roer River east of Monschau, just up-
river from the Schwammenauel Reservoir. |

2. The Schwammenauel Dam, located on the Roer River di-

rectly west of Hasenfeld, with a cavacity of épproxi—

.mately 81,000 acre feet., This daﬁ is 18C feet high, -

earth filled. (7)

Destruction of these dams could have a viﬁal.effect upon
operations below the dams. If the advance crossed the Roer
River in the Duren region, Allled leading units might be cut
off from support and supply. If Allled leading troops were in
| the river bottom, there woﬁld be serlous loss or immobllization
of men and ecuipment. The flood conditions would affect the
reglon 6f Julich, but not in as great a degree, flood rise at
Julich being estimated.atrl6 feet compared to the 25 feet at.
Duren. Iittle flooding would be caused above Bilstein because
of the narrow twisting gorge. (8) |

Since the major effort of the First and Ninth Armiess was

(5.! 6, 7, 8) A-1, pp. 95 - 96.
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made on the north flank in the area in danger of belng flooded,
1t wss necessary to gain centrol of these dams. (9) ‘

Therefore, early in December changes were made in V Corps
dispositions in order to attack the areas of the Roer and Urft
River Dams. For this operation the 2nd Infantry Divlislon came
under control of V Corvs on 11 December 1944. le)

The 2nd Infantry Division, after 1anding at Omaha Bsach
D1, 7 June 1944, had fought through France to the reductian
of the Fortress Brest on the Gotein Peninsula. From Brest the
Division moved across France and relieved the 4th U. S; Infan-
try Division in the Schnee Elfel Forest, Germany, on 4 Getober
1944, After more than two months of stabilized warfare in the
mud, rain, and snow of the Schnee Elfel Foreét the Division re-
celved orders toc move to the vicinitiy of.Camp Elsenborn, Bel-
gium., (11)

The 9th Infantry Regiment, an old Regular Army unit, was
activated'originally in 1798. Although composed of over .90
per cent selectees and reserves, the finé old traditions of
the Regiment, gained in actual combat from Sacketts Harbor, in
the War of 1812, to Brest, were a challenge to every officer
and enlisted man to uphold and keep the falth of those who pro-
ceeded them in building an esprit de corps of thelhighest or-

der. (13%)

CONCENTRATICN AND PLANNING
Relieved in the Schnee Zifel Forest, Germany, by the 106th
Infantry Division on tre night of 10 - 11 December 1944, the

2nd Infantry Division moved into a rear assembly area in the

(9} A-1, p. 73; (10) &-1, p. 97; (11) A-3,-pp- 2%, 50, T3,
82; (12) A-2, p. 336; A-3, p. 12;  (13) &-9, pp. 3, 1l.
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- vieinity of Camp Elsenborn, Belgium. (14)

The 2nd Battalion of the 9th Infantry moved from the
Schnee Eifsl Forest on the night of 10 - 11 December in a se-
vere snowstorm., The Rattalion closed in an assembly area in
the vicinity of Camp Elsenborn at approximately'01oo, 11 De-
cember. The bivouac was an open field, bordered on one side
by a woods about 100 yards wide. There was no avallable shel-
ter except two blankets and a2 shelter half per individual. Of-
flcers and men alike made the best of the situation in two feet
of snow and a high wind thét cauged drifts three to slx feet
decp. The temperature was 24° . (15) |

The storm abated early on the morniné of 11 December,
with the temperature ranging between 20 - 30° F. - (16) |

The 11 - 12 December were spent preparing for comkat in
the usual manner. Twe pyramidal tents were erected in the vi-
cinity of each company kitchen, for the purpose of providing
shelter for the men at mealtime, washing and shaving locations,
“and a place to write letters., Each platoon was given certain
times to use the tents. The severe weather waé hard on every-
one. In the previous vosition in the Schnee Eifel Forest, al-
though in contact with the enemy, the men were exposed very
little, since much time had been spent bullding shelters and
all the comforts of a stabilized posiltion without sacfificing
the tactical vrinciple involved. Three hot meals were served
each day, and equlpment was checked, repalred and completed. (17)

Field Order #33, Headquarters V Corps, directed the 2nd
Infantry Division to seize the following objectivés: (See
Map "A")

{14) Aa-2, pp. 330, 334; (15) A-3, p. 82; Perscnal knowledge,
self; (16, 17) Personal knowledge, self.
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Objective #1. Rohren.
#2. Road junction, Zofen-Rocherath Road -
#3. Hi1l mass 3000 yards east of road junction.
#4. EHigh ground east of Dreiborn and Harperscheid.
#5. Road Junction and high ground at Morsback.
#6+ Dam #5 and ridge to south (The Urft Alspene
Dam on the Urft River nofthwest of Gemund).
Objective #2 was to be taken first; then Objectives #1 and 3
simultaneously; thence Objectives #4, 5, and 6. (18)

Field Crder #12, Headquarters 2nd Infantry Division, di-
rected the 9th Infantry Regiment to attack astride the Krinkelt-
Rocherath-Wehlerscheid Road, to seize and secure the road Jgnc-
tion on the International Boundary at Wehlersdheid, Germany,
and be prepared to continue the attack on order. (19)

On 11 December 1944 orders from the Regimental Commander .

dirscted the lst and 2nd Battalions to attack abreast at 0830,
13 December, to seize and secure by surprise the piilbox area
at the Wehlerscheid Road Junction and bs prepared to continue
the attack oﬁ order to tke north. The lst Battalion, on the
left, woulé move cross country, gulding on the Kfinkelt—Rocherath-
Wehlerécheid Road, to cut the Monschau-Wehlerscheid Road in
their zone. The 2nd Battalion, on the right, gulding on the
Krinke1t~RocherathrWehlerscheid Road, would move cross country
also, to cut the Wehlerscheid-Dreiborn Road in their zone.
Both Battalions were to be prepared to continue the attack to
tke north on order. The 3rd Battalion, in reserve, would fol-
low the route of the 2nd Battalion. (20)

The'order further stated that the Battalion 3-2 would

(18) A-4; (19), (20) A-s. '



immediately contact elements of the S9ih Division, now out-
posting the proposed line of denarture, for the'purpose of
sending out patrels to gain additional informatlon regarding
terrain, obstacles, =nd disvosition of enemy. (21)

The order was accompanied by an operations overlay, des-
ignating a forward assembly area to be occupled prior to dark-
negs 12 December. This movement was tc be screened by ele-
ments of the 29th Divislon, until vproperly relieved by ele-
ments of the ¢th Infantry Regiment. (22)

The 2nd Battallon 8-2 moved out shortlj af'ter recelpt of
the above stated orders, accompanled by the Pattalion Ranger
Souad, to contact elements of the 3rd Battallon, 395th Infan-
try Reglment, ©9th Division, revnorted holding tle present line.
)

Members of the 2nd Battalion Steff, including the 8-1 and

(2

ol

ouartering narty, moved out early on the morning of 12 Decem-
ber. The S-1 selscted a forward assembly arca for the Battal~
ion, anproximately 2000 yards forward from the areas designated
by Regiment. Thls new area was apnroved by Regiment. (24)
(See ¥ap "B").

The Battalien Commander and S-3 contacted the 2nd Rattal-
ion 2-2 at the Command Post of the 3rd Battalion, 395th Infan-
try Regziment. Tre 8-2 had been in this vicinity since 11 De-
~cember, sending out vatrols and becoming accuainted with the
meneral situation. (25)

Aerial plhotos were made available, and a brief reconnais-
sance was mads by the Battallon Commander and 5-3, led by the

5-2. It was decided a1l »lans would have to be made frem maps

(21, 22) A-6; (23, 24, 25) Personal knowledge, self.
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and aerial photos because of the rugeed, densely wooded ter-
rain. (28)

A Command Post was established in a house in the area.
Since there was no artillery and enemy contact was spasmodilec,
tris was considered a safe place and afforded shelter from the
snow and 24° P. temperature. (27)

The read Jjunctlon at Wenlerscheild conirolled movement
south, horthwest and northeast from the Roer and Urft Dam areas.
Therefore, in order tc secure the vital dams of the Roer and
Urft Rivers, 1t was nscessary to contrcl this road Junction.
(28)

This area was knoﬁn to be a highly Tortifled pillbox sec-
tor of the Slegfried Iine, but was believed to be lightly held
" by a poor cuallty troovn. The vresent front was held by elements
of the ©9th Division. Contsct wit: the enery was made only up-
on natrol action intc the Zerman Frontier, which was 40C0 yards
frem the outpost line of the ¢Oth Division. (2¢)-

The terrain within the sector was almost all neavlly wood-
"ed, affcrding cover and concealment for attacker and defender
allke. The ground was practically level throughout the area.

(3C)

Fields of fire were limited within the woods, but numer-
cus fire lanes and unimproved trails, in additlon tc the maln
roads throush the sector, afforded excellent fields of fire,
The trees wers good impact areas for mortar and artillery fire,
offering maxirum ovportunity for tree burst. (31)

Cbservatlon, likewlse, was limited within the woods, but

(26, 27) Personal knowledge, self; {28) 4-10, p. 5; (29)
A~1C, pp. 2, 33 (30, 31) Perscnal knowledge, self; Statement,
Bn. 8_2-



improved along roads and fire lanes. (z2)
I The Krinke1t-Rocherath—Wehlerscheid Road was an improved,
metalled road, approximately 5.5 meters wide. Trails and fire
lanes through the woods provided routes_for foot traffic. (33)

Cbstacles conslsted of pillboxes, abatls, mines (antitank
and antipersonnel), antitank ditches, and barbed wire  (double
apron énd concertina), in addition to 18 - 24 inch snow, with
the ground beneath the snow only slightly frozen. The temper-
ature ranged from 20-300 F. (34) |

The majority of the man—made.obstacles were in the vicin-
1ty of the road jJjunction at Wehlerschelid., However, the abatis
were on the maln rosd and many of the trails. These blocks
were thoroughly mined and bocby trapped. (35)

The pillboxes known to be in the area were of the usual
fighting and observation type, mutually supporting, with_troop
shelter boxes within the area. No accurate location'of the
pillboxes was known. Patrols sent out to contact the enemy
and reconnoiter for obstacles were unable to definitely locate
the pillbdxes. However, there was located a heavily mined and
wired-in sector, with an antitank ditch in a clearsd belt, ap-
proximately 300 yards south of the road junction. (36)

There followed two hours of discussion between the Battal-
lon Commander, S-2, and S-3 concerning the plah of attack.

There was'ﬁo détailed information on the German dlsnosi-
tions in this sector.. The sector was reported thinly held by
elements of the 277th Volksgrenadier Division. There were es-
timated to be three light battalions and one medium battalion

of enemy artillery . There were no local reserves known. (37)

(32, 33) Perscnal knowledsze, self; Statement, Bn. S-2; (34, 35)

A-10,pp. 2, 35 . (36) 4-12, v, 25 (37) &-10, p. 3.
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Recent enemy activity had been limited in the proposed
zone of action. Patrocl action had been meager, and artillery
and mortar fire hed been relatively light. In short, the Di-
vision G-2 report stated that this had been a gulet sector in
contrast to the area north of Schmidt. (38)

However, concluslons drawn as to the enemy capabilitles
were

1. To defend his present positlons stubbornly.

2. To reinforce his troops in the Division zone.

3 To defend in successive positions when forced to with-

draw. ,
4, To make local counterattacks against the flanks or
reér of the penetration; |
5. To leaunch a major counterattack from the Gemﬁnd—
Schleiden area. (39)
'~ These were all general conclusions, and no doubt the enemﬁ would
‘put eacl and all into effect when the time came, Ignorance of
the enemy, his disposiﬁion and strength, welghed heavily upon
the Battalion Command Party.

After more than two months of defensive combat in the
Schnee Eifel Forest, where the Battalion foﬁght the weather as
well as the wary Germans, there was evidently formed or acquired
& defenslve psychology. This psychosls no doubt resulted from
the fact that the Battalion had spent over two months construct-
ing a defensive sector which it believed could not be breached.
Therefore, 1t was hard to believe & sector of the Siegfried Iine
would be held sc lightly it could be overrun by doughboys arm-

ed with bayonets.

(38) a-10, p. 2; (39) A~10, p. 3.
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However, orders were to attack, so 1t was declded to throw
all effort into the element of surprise and give the best pos-
sible. |

Friendly forces consisted of elements of thé 99th Division,
who were on the right flank, witk the missioﬁ of protecting the
2nd Divieion right flank and attacking in conjunction with them.
The 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment, was on the left flank. All
supvorting fires were vlanned, but would not be fired except on
order of the Battalion Commander through the Regimental Command-
er. (40)

The direction of the attack was parallel tc the EKrinkelt-
Rocherath~Wehlerscheld Road. The line of departure was the
present outpost line. The time of the attack was 0830, 13 De-
cember 1944, It was declded to maintain control visually with
the 1lst Battalion, on the left, through flank elements. GCon-
tact on the right would be maintained by elements of the support
platoon of tﬁe right leading assault company. (41)

Control, after crossing the 1line of departure, would be
mainﬁained by reports from leading elements when phase lines,
designated by Regiment, were crossed. These phase lines were
firebreaks and key terrain features, that could be easlily rec-
ognized on the map, and should be picked up withoﬁt difficulty
on the ground. (42)

Formations and plan of attack were dlscussed quite freely.
It was finally declded that two companlies would be used, mov-
ing abreast, eac¢h company covering a 300 yard front. E Company,
with the 1st Platoon of Heavy Machine Guns, the 2nd Platoon of

the Reglmental Antitank Company and one-half sauad of the

(40)  A-2, p. 330; (41, 42) A-6.
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Battalion A & P Platoon attached, would be on the left, guid-
ing on the EKrinkelt-Rocherath-Wehlerscheid Road. @ Company,
wlth the 2nd Platoon of Heavy Machine (Guns, Battalion Anti-
tank Platoon and one-half squad of the Battalion A & P Pla;
toon attached, would be on the right, guiding on E Company. F
Gompany, initially in Battalion Reserve, would follow G Company.
H Company; the 1lst Platoon would be attached to E Company, the
2nd Platoon attached to G Company and the 3rd, or Mortar, Pla-
toon would support the Battallon from successive positions,
displacing by section. The initial‘position was to be the pres-
ent assembly area. From Headguarters Company, one-half gquad
of the A & P Platoon would be atﬁabhed t? gach assaﬁlt company
to clear necessary paths through any obstacles encountered.
The BéttalionrAntitank Platoon, with 2.36" rockets, would be
attached to G Company. The 2nd Platoon of the Regimehtal Anti--
tank Company, with 2.36" rockets, would be attached to. E Com-
pany. All units would do whatever was necessary to maintain
complete secrecy in order to gain complete surprise. (43)

In an area approximaﬁely 50C yards from the pillbox area
combat packs ahd overcoats would be droovped. Bayonetis would
be fixed and all assault units checked. The assault elements
would move out on order of the Battalion Commander to overrun
and selze enemy lnstallatlons within the zone of action, and
kill or capture any enemy encountered.

Administrative details were left up to the Battalion Ex-
ecutive Officer, S-1, and S-4., They were taken up in detail
at a later meeting. (44)

Radio silence would be 1n effect until contact with the

f

(43) sStatement, Bn. C. O., Personal knowledge, self; (44)
Statement, Bn. C. O.
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enemy hadlbeen made. The Battalion w;re Team would follow the
Command Party, laying W1l0 wire. Current 8. 0. I. was in ef-
fect. (45) | '

This conference ended with the tentative plan made to is-
sue the Battalion attack order at 1930, 12 December 1944, at
the Battalion Command Post. In the meantime the Battalion Com-
mander would coordinate hig plan with the Regimental Commander,
Regimental 8-3, Artillery‘Battalion Conmander and adjacent Bat-
talion Commanders. The Battallon S-3 would orient the Company
Gommanderékprior to darkneses on routes to the line of &eparture,
the line of departure and direction of attack. The $5-2 would
continue a study of all availéble aerial photos, and contact
adjacent units and Regiment for all additional enemy informa-
tlon and intelligence available. (46):

The Battalion cloged in the forward area by 1600, 12 De-
cember. The Ooﬁpany Commanders were oriented by the Battalion
S-3 pricr to darkness. The Battallion Commander ilssued hls or-
der at 1930, 12 December, as planned.

The weather was warmer, temperature about 30° F. The night
was reasonabiy comfortable, for the woods were dense, and thers
were several log huts in the area. lThese‘were used for shel-
ters in which to warm %he men anid dry out cléthing. "Fir branch-
es énd limbs were used for shelter and mats to sleep on.

THE ATTACK

After a ho£ breakfast the 2nd Battalion jumped off at 0830,
13 December 1944, BSnow was falling and the temperature geemed
to be rising. Visibility was approximately 200 yards. The

Battalion moved in silence under cover of the deep forest. In

(45, 46) sStatement, Bn. 0. O.
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order to maintain the element of surprise, no artillery pre-'
parations were fired. (47)

As the men pressed through the snow-covered flr branches,
the rising temperature, togepher with body heat, melted tie
snow freely untill 1t was almost like rain. After an hour every-
one moving within the Battallon advance was'drenched to the
skin from head to foot. (48)

Since the line of departure was approximately 40C0 yards
frem any known enemy or'suspectéd enemy installations, .the
move was made in good order, formations well up and direction
maintained through reports as each phase line was crossed. (49)

At 111% lead scouts reported a fortified aree. Each ag-
sault company was ordered to drop packs and fix bayonets. From
obgervation points along the outer edge of the woods little
could be seen. The area had considerable second growth and
vegetation, all covered with snow. Several huge mounds, with
trees growing on top of them, and a dense wall of trees to the
rear could.be observed, From two of these mounds smoke was
seen to curl upward and be blown away in the gusty, raw wind.
After a gulck check from the Companies it was decided thié was
the fortified area; and since the element of surprise was still
being malntained, the Baitalion Commander declded {0 move across
the cleared area with the utmost speed. (50)

At 1200 the Battalion Commander ordered E and G Companles
to move from the covered area of the forest as fast as possible
to overrun obstacles 1ﬁ view. Each company moved as dlrected,
but immediaﬁely upon coming into the cleared areé, they came
under intense small arms fire, . {(51)

(47, 48) A-3, p. 83; (49, 50) Statement, Bn. C. O.; Personal

knowledge, self. (51) Statement, Bn. C. 0.; Personal knowledge,
self. : '
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Progress was continued, but becawe slower as the men be-
gan to hit antipersonnei mines and wire, and light mortar fire
started to fall. THowever, Captain Ross of F Company and Cap-
tain Force of @ Company pushed thelr assault unlts forward
with the utmost energy. E Company assault units, after moving
through five separate rows of single apron barbed wire, final-
ly became enmeshed in & fleld of barbed wire, antipersonnel
mines, and concertlna., G Company got elements of one vlatoon
to the communicatlion trench in their sector, but was stooped
by intense small arms and ﬁortar fire. The Battalion Command-
er, seeing the surprise falling through, ccntacted Captalin
Force personally, sénding the S-3 to contact Captalin Ross per-
gonally. The Company Commanders were instructed to move for-
ward at once or all would be lost. However, the situation
continued to get worse as more men hit antipersonnel‘mines,
became enmeshaed 1n barbed wire, and were hit by small arms and
mortar fire, (52).

Artlllery and heavy moriar fire started covering the afea
in tremendous wvolumes. From the intenslty of the fire of all
types, there was little doubt as to the fact that the enemy
maln posltions had been hit and the enemy surprised. The vlo-
lent reactlon, by fire well directed from behind seemlngly well
- Tortified positions with good observation, threw the Batialion
attack completely off balance. (53)

The Battallon Commander immediately called for-fire on
the suspected pillbox locatlon and ordergd the Battalion mor-

- tars to open up. The artillery and mortar fire was adjusted
by forward observers, from positions within 100 to 200 yards
(52) A-B,-p. 84; Personal knowledge, self; (53) Eye witness,
self,
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of the plliboxes. However, area targets of suspected enemy
‘installations were the best that could be gotten, The snow,
along with the mined area and enemy fire, made movement of in-
dividuals extremely difficult. Degpite the situation, five
pPlllboxes were located, and artillery and mortar fire was lald
on anc arcund them. It was quite definite the filre was doing
very l1little 1f any damage to the fortifications. (54)

 Throughout the afternoon the main effort was in the G Com-
vany ssctor. There was some concedlment due to the folds in
the grouncd and a neck of woods that extended out into the clear-
ing. Also, there seemed tc be mors undergrowth. "The lst Pla-
toon of G Company, with a detackment from the Battalion A & P
Platoon, with bangalore torpedoes and wire cutters, worked un-~
der the most severe condltions of weather and enemj fire to
breach a sector of the wire. Several exploslions from the ban-
galores were heard, and some progress was made, but it was ex-
tremely slow since the movement of the party had to be made by
crawling. Just before dark contact was lost between the Pla-
toon and the Company. Contact was not regained until after
2100 that night. It was reported that the party had been un-
able to get through the wire. While this effort was being made,
the 2nd Platoon was attenpting tc find a routé Tarther tec the
right, but.was stopped in two attempts. (55)

E Company was practically helplese, with thé entire com-
pany scattered through the cleared area, under intense artil-
lery, moftar and small arms flre. Any attempt to move about
was almost certain death. Many men were‘céught in the mazé,of
wire and éntipersonhel mine fields. Captain Ross was ordered
(54) 4A-3, p. 84; ‘Eye witnessg, self; (55) Personal know-
ledge; Eye witness, self.
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to hold what he had and have the men dig.iln for protection.
Medics and litter beafers wére sent in to get the wcunded out.
(56) | |

At 1900 Regiment ordered the'Battalion to dig in and hold
whap they had for the night. The front line was approximately
100 yards from the line of pillboxes that could be identified’
more easily all the time. The artilléry and mortar fire was
beginning to defoliate numerous strong points. The snow had
continued to melt throughout thé day. Visibility was s£111
poor; the maximum had been 500 yards around noon. (57)

During the day the 1st Battalion of the 9th Regiment, on
the left, suffered an experience very similar tc the 2nd Baﬁ-
talion. The unit of the 99th Divislon, oh the right, succeed-
ed in taking two pillboxes, bui was unable to move farther.
The Battalion was in contact with friendly troops on both
flanks. (58} | |

The night wés bltter cold. The melting snow froze again
and became very slipvery. Foxholes were improved by placing
fir branches in them. A roll of two blankets per man was
brought forward and distributed. Also, by infiltfation, twb.
hot meals were fed to most of the men during the night. Mor-
tar and artillery fire continued, but was less intense after
darkness. Little rest was gainéd by any membefs of the Bat-
talion during the night of 13 - 14 December. Evacuatlon of
the wounded and dead was pushed. ianes through the mine fields
up.to the front line positions were cléared.

Plans for renewal of the attack at 0800, 14 December 1944

were received. The 3rd, or Reserve Battallon, was ordered to

(56) Personal kndﬁledge; Eye witness, self; (57, 58) A-B,.p- 84,
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attack, with the 2nd Battalion, on the right flank. A 15 min-
ute artillery preparation would be lald on, starting at H-15,

covering located plllboxes. The 2nd Battalion would continue

1ts main effort in G Company sector. {59)

The attack Jumped off at, 08CC, 14 December, as planned,
with the 3rd Battalion on the right. Again heavy small arms,
mortar, and artillery fire covered the zone of aectlon, espe-
cialiy the'wire obstacles through which it was necessary to
move in order to get to the pillboxes. The 3rd Battallon fared
no better than the lst or 2nd Battalions. Guns, located in
pillbox emplécementé of concrete and steel, swept all obstacles
with witherihg small arms fire and observed mortar and artll-
lery fire. The neavlily wooded terrain behind the line of pill-
boxes was saturated by friendly mortar and artillery fire. (60)

The subfreezing temperature and snow covered ground made
the task of leadership a most difficult one. Casualtles mount-
ed steadlly throughout the day. E Company lost most heavily,
due to the attempted venetration thrdugh the Qire on 13 Decem-
ter. G Gompény fared some better, 1n that they were able to
_receive more cover and concealment from the ground folds and
vegetation within the area. F Gompany: although in reserve,
suffered heavily from mortar and artillery fire, along with Bat-
talign Headquarters and Headquarters Coupany. In addition to
casualties inflicted by enemy firs, Rany men were getting sick
from exposure and exhaustion due to the severe weather. (61)

As a result of the failure of all Battallons to gain;ac-
cess to the pillboxes, the attack was ordered halted at 1415,

Regiment ordered a withdrawal of front line units to allow for

(59, 60, 61) A-3, p. 85; Personal knowledge, self.
19.



an air strike and registratlion of heavy and medium artillery
to destroy all obstacles. (62)

After dark E and G Companies were pulled back approxi-
mately 500 yards. The 3rd Battalion moved back into the re-
serve nosition. A4 great deal of movement of units and reor-
ganization tock place during the night of 14 - 15 Decenmber.

The artillery that started firing soon after the attack was
called off early in the afternoon covered this t&pe of movement
very well. After dark enemy fire became svasmodic and was prac-
tically =ll irterdiction firé. The Battallon was organized
with E and G Companies faclng the direction of the eneny, Com-
vany tled in the rear area; and H Company, less detachments,

and Béttalion HYeadquarters Company made up the center of the
sector. The Battallon was in contact with friendly units on
bofh flanks. Blanket rolls were brought up and two hot meals
were broughtlforward during the night. The weather was cold,
wlth the temperature below freezing. MNuch of the snow had melt-
ed but froze again, making the trails very slippery. (63)

The artillery fired throughout the night and the next day.
The firing was on located pillhoxes, suspected locatlons and
interdiction.

The followlng artillery. was used:

1 battery 240 mm howltzers

2 battalions 4.5 rockets

2 gun battalions S. P. 155 mm guns

4 battalions 155 mm howitzers

8 bettallons 105 mm howitzers. (64)

(62) A-2, p. 338. (63) Personal knowledge; EKye witness,
self; (64) A-2, p. 333; Personal knowledge, self.
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On the morning of 15 December the air strike was prepared
for by laying out marking panels to mark the front line of
friendly troops. But because of poor visibility, due to snow
and low ground fog, the target was obscured and this strike
ﬁas called off. However, the aforementioned artillery contin-
ued to pound the area with both observed and unobserved fires.
(65) |

Positions for direct fire weapons were reconnoitered and
plcked out, sc that‘all direct fire weapons available to the
Battalion could be brought to bear upon embrasures and other
point targets. The udge of direct fire weapons depended upon
the ability of the engineers to clear roads in order to get
them inte firing positions. It was expected a road would be
open by noon, 15 December. Enemy artillery and mortar fire
continued to fall on.the afternpon of 14 December and the night
of 14 - 15 December until about 1000, 15 December. Suddenly
all enemy mortar and artillery fire ceased falling. It was un-
believable, and it was quite some time before it was realiied
by the entire unit. Small arms fire from autométic weapons,
however, continued to cover the wired sector_in front of the
pillboxes. (66)

About 1200, 15 December, the fact was reported that ene-
my mortar and artillery had ceased in the sector. A similar
report was obtalned from the lst Battalion sector. Close re-
connaissance was lntensified and plllboxes, suspected hereto-
.fore, weré definitely ildentifled and located. The intense ar-
tillery bombardment was slowly defoliating the area. It was
unbelievable that the German would pull out of his fortified
(65) A-2, p. 333: Personal knowlédge, self; (66) Personal
knowledge; Eye witness, self.
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position for anything other than a counterattack. Therefore,

positions were rechecked and close-in mortar and artillery
fire was reglstered. Rocket teams ﬁere placed on all tank ap-
p;oaches, which were few. An attack or a ruse of some sort
wag really expected. (67)

As the afternoon wore on and enemy mortar and artillery
fire was still abgent, the Battalion Commander decided upon a
daring plan, come darkness. During the morning of 15 Dqumber,‘
- when inspecting G Company lines, 1t was learned from the Com-
peny Commander, who had taken over G Gﬁmpany when Captain Force
was wounded, that he had had a squad through the wire into the
communication trenches of the plllbox area. Sergeant Dunn and
geveral members of his squad had gapped the wire on the night
of713 - 14 December, made contact with the enemy and were driv-
en off. (68) ‘

As a result, the Battallion Commander decided if enemy mor-
tar and artillery fire contiﬁued to be silent, he would attempt
an infiltration through the gap into the communication trenches
and surround the pillboxes with whatever force he could filter
througﬁ the gap. Once wlthin the pillbox area, helfelt it
would be possible to reduce the pillboxes systematically. The
artillery pounding had reduced the woods to a tangled mass of
_ tree trunks and limbs which would provide excellent cover and
concealment if it was necessarj to continue the attack after
dawn. Since the pillbox area was quite large and the strength
of the 2nd Battalion was reduced to approximately 400 combat
versons, 1t was decided £o bring the 3rd Battalion through the
gap, 1f the 2nd Battalion got through, and exploit the bridge-

(67) Personal knowledge; Eye witness, self; (68) Statement,
« 0., @ Co. and Sgt. Dunn, @& Co.

<
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head as much as possible, .(69)
' Thus armed with all the latest intelligence and informa-
tion, the Battalidn Commander presented the above plan to the
Reglmental Commander. The plan was apprevéd by the Regimental
Commander and passed on to Division for approval. Division
approved the plan and ordered the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infantry
Regiment, to pass through the 9th Infantry Regliment as soon as
the first row of pillboxes was reduced after daylight. (70)
At 1700, 15 December 1944, the Battalion Commander 1lssued
his order fer the intended infiltration. The plén célled Tor
Sergeant Dunn, who had led the group from G Company into the
communication trench on the night of 13 - lhrDecembér, to take
a reinforced patrol through the wire and establish an ocutpost
at the communication trench, just lnside the wirs, and surround
the first plllbox. The patrol would take communication per-
sonnel, who would lay assault wire and take an EE 8A telephone
for communication, as well as one SCR 300 and one 3CR 536 ra-
dioc. A demolition detachment from the Battalion A & P Plétoon
was to go along with the patrol to clear mines, wire and other
obstacles necessary to get a path through. This path would be
marked witnh engineer tape by the 2nd Platoon, G Company, who
would follow the telephone wire laid by the advance pariy.
This 2nd Platoon from G Company would outpost the route of ad-
vance and act as guldes. When the G Company Platoons were in
position, F Company would follow, continue past the last ele-
ments of G’Gbmpany and surround the nex£ pillboxes eﬁcountered.
B Gdﬁ%any would follow F Company, c¢ross the road or firebreakl

in the rear of the plllbox sector and vrotect F Company durlng

(69) Statement, Bn. C. 0.; (70) Personal knowledge, self,
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the actuél assault on the stronzholds from the rear. G Com-
pany, less the patrol, would constitute the Battallon Reserve.
(71)

The communication trencheé referred to in the foregoing
paragraph consisted'of trenches & to 6 feet deep and 2 to 3
feet wlde, running between the plllboxes and around them. The
trenches offered cover and concealment for personhel necessary
to guard the pillboxes from infiltrétion and to fight from when
necessary. The trenches also served as excellent routes of
communication from pillbox to pillbox. According to Sergeant
Dunn, these trenches were around thre pillboxes in the area he
was‘indon the night of 13 -~ 14 December. (72)

If the 2nd Battalion was succegsful in getting E, F, and 7
G Companies, leéss the route guldes and security party, through
the gap, the 3rd Battallion wouléd follow on call. No effort
would bé méde to reduce any of the pllliboxes, surrounded by
units of the 2nd Battalion, until the 3rd Battallon cleared the
2nd Battalion bridgehesd. However, if it was necessary to re-
duce & pillbox in order to get the 3rd Battalion through, it
would be done on order of the 2nd Battalion Commander. The
3rd. Battalion wouléd move through.the bridgehead made by units
of the 2nd Battalion on to the' trail or firebreak in the rear
of the 1line 6f:pillboxeé. They would continue down this traill
and cut theAWBhlerSChgid-Dreiborn Road at the Junction. They
would reduce any pillboxes witkin a 300 yard-radius of the
road junction. E Company would support the infiltration from
its present posltion. Battalion Headquarters Company, less
the communication and.A & P detachments, would remain in its
(71) A;3, p. 85; Personal knowledge, self; (72) Personal .
knowledge, self.
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present posi?ion. (73)

This wag a bold plan, with the élement of surprise the
most effective principle being relled upon. Friendly heavy
and medium ertillery fire continued to pound the_piilbox sec-
tor, and fires were planned to box the area through whlch the
Battalion planned to infiltrate. At 2000 the G Company Com-
rnander sent Sergeant Rlvera to the Battallon Command Post to
lead the reinforced patrol. Sergeant Rivera had been & mem-
ber of the group who entered the trench previously and was in
better physical ccndition than Sergeant Dunn. After approxi-
metely 45 minutes Sergeant Rivera reported in by ﬁelephone,
statlng he was lost and could not find the gap. He was told
to follow the wire back to the outpost and return. Sergeant
Dunn.was sent for and arrived about the timé Sergeant Rivera's
party returned. Sergeant Dunn set out lmmediately and 30 min-
utes later reported he was 1in the communlcatlon trench ready
to check the first plllbox. 15 minutes later Sergeant Dunn
reported the pillbox apveared to be empty. He was ordered to
hold what he had, and the Battalion Commander ordered F Com-
pany and the Battasllon Command Party through the gap, to be
fellowed on order by E Company. F Company moved through the
gap, and two more pillboxes were surrounded. Not a shot had
been fired. E Company was ordered through lmmediately. By
240C the 2nd Battalion had & 300 yard bridgehead within the
pillbox sector. The 3rd Battalion was called for and started
through the gap at 0100, 16 December 1944. After passing
through elemente of E Company on the trail, the advance party
was fired on by pillbox guards. These were cuickly taken

(73) Statement, Bn. G. 0.; Personal knowledge, self.
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care of, and the 3rd Béttalion vushed out and cut the main
road running through Wehlerscheid-and Dreiborn., (74)

At 0530 a tremendous artillery barrage opened up to the
east. It was noticed by everyone; however, little attention
was pald to it since the Battalion was ready to assault 15
pillboxes at daybreak. (75) |

Lieutenant Golonel Walter M. Hlggins, Jr., the Battalion
Commander, personally 1ed.units of F Company through the com-
munication trenches to surround the next »illbox in line from
the one surrounded by the patrol from G Company. Moving through
the communication trenches looking for s pillbox at night was
strictly serious business. However, 1t was easier to move in
the trenches than on top of the ground, because the ground was
a tangled mass of limbs anéd trees that had beenmfelled by the
' tremendous artillery pounding to which the area had been sub-
Jected. (76)

After three days and nights in the snow and subfreezing
temperatures, these shelters could hardly be denled the men of
the 9th Infantry Regiment another day. Still there was no ene-
my mortar or artillery fire in the Battalion zone of action.
As soon as the 3rd Battalion cleared the 2nd Battallon area, F
Company coﬁﬁenced tc clear the pillboxes from the rear. It was
necessary to place beehive charges agalinst the entraﬁce doors,
'thus blowing the doors open, and then using hand grenades or
bazookas on the occupanﬁs. The pillbox embrasures were kept
buttoned up by using automatic weapons. F Company moved along’
the line of pillboxes, assaulting them as fast as possible.
Three platoons were used, moving from one plllbox to another.

(74) A-3, p. 85; Personal knowledge, self; (75) A-7, p. 82;
(76) A-3, p. 85; Personal knowledge, self. _
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While one platoon surrounded and assaulted a pilllbox, the other
two platoons would surrounéd and cover the next two 1n line. At
daylight twé pillboxes were noticed on the Battalion right flank,
500 yards from the line of those beihg reduced. A platoon from
F Company was sent to clear these. Upon moving to these boxes,
the platoon ﬁas attaéked by a 17 man German ?atrol. A bliter
fight fellowed in the tangled mass of treeg and underbrush: Four
Germans were killed, four wounded, four captured unhurt, and
flve escaped. One American was wounded. This was the only nan
wounded during the entire night of operations. (77)

By 1000 24 pillboxes had been cleared within this sector.
The 2nd Batialion, 38th Infantry, passed through the 2nd Battal-
1§n, 9th Infantry, and continued the attack to secure the Divi-

sion objlective previously stated. (78)

CONCLUSION

During this three day and three night operation the 2nd
Battalion lost 31 men killed, 13 missing in action, 120 wounded
and 172 evacuated due to disease and injury; a total of 336.
Thls left a Battalion with approximately 400 persons, relieved
from combat and most desirous of one géod night's rest before
moving again, without.reinfbrcements, int§ another bitter fdur
day and night action against = determined; offenslve-minded eng-
my. 161 oriscners were captured and many were killed during
this operatlion. The greatest number wasg killed by artillery
while manning the security positions outside their pillboxes.
No doubt the heayy artillery pounding drove security elemeﬁts
as well as lightlmorﬁar crews Insicde. It 1s belleved all ene-

my grtillery and heavy mortar elements were shifted east to

(77) A-3, v. 85; Personal knowledge, self; (78). A-3, p. &5;
Personal knowledge, self.
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support the counteroffensive, which was initiated at 0530 by
the tremendous barrage noted by members of the Battalion while
moving through the gap in the wire of the fortified sector. (79)

A peint werthy of note concerns the ﬁovement of two Bat-
talions of Infantry, at reduced strengtﬂ,isingle file, over one
trail, without a slngle casualty of any type. The following
'morning, while.moving a column of prisoners over ?his same trail,
antinersonnel mlnes wefe set off, causing severe injury to six
prisoners in the column. The explanation cf this was that the
snow and lce had frozen hard encugh to render the mines useless,
8o long as 1t stayed cold. Fowever, oh the morning of 15 De-
fcembér the weather grew warm, meltiné‘the snow and lce, thus
reactivating the mines. (80)

Thé fact that the 2nd Battalion was provided with two hot
meals ané blanket rollis on each night of this operation must
not be overlocked. _In order to accomplish this supply'mission;
the utmost_coofdination aﬁd cooperatibn of the supply echelon
were necessaﬁy. Credit fbr this superlior Jjob wés due to the
untiring efforts of Major Frank &E. Ball, Battallon Exécutive of -
flcer, Lieutenant Herman Byfum, Battalion S-4, supply sergeants,
mess sergeants, and adminigtrative personnel df each cbmpany.

It was neéessary to move a distance of five miles from thertrain
blvouac to fhe forward elements of the Battalion. The greater

' ﬁart of the Qistancé was along roads under continuous intebdicv
tion by enemy artillery fire.__The last 1000 yards all supplies
had to be hand-carried. » (81)

ANAIYSIS AND CRITICISM

In making a study of this operation the functioning of a

(79) &-8, Sec. 13, p. 6; (80) Personal knowledge, self; State-
ment, Bn. $-2; (81) Personal knowlsdge, self.
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typical Infantry‘battélion during an operétion that became ty-
pical for many similar organized units during the winter of
1944 and 1945 in the European Theater can be seen.

Although the assault of this fortified sector was not ac-
complished in accordance wiih approved doctrines as taught in
Service Schools, it has been shown that the method for doing.
the things the Battelion had control over were, for the most
part, done in accordance to approvad doctrines. In combat it
is often necessary to attempt a missicn wherein all the proper
technigues cannot be used for many reasons. Therefore, it 1is
the responsibility of the leaders concerned with the mission
to do wkat is possible in accordance with known doctrines and
principles.

After more than two months of defensive warfare, it seems
the individual acouires a complex that makes 1t difficult to
eXecute energetically an offensive mission. Working in a pro-
tected defensive position is definitely safer than assaulting
such a position. If possible it would be a more efficlent use .
of manvower tc rotate units through defensive and offensive
sectors more often than every two months. FEad the 2nd Battal-
lon been more offensive-minded in the initial assault, more
‘success might have been realized the.first day.

Puring the planning phase Battalion Staff Officers were
required to assist the 3étta110n Commander in the usual dutles
of detail work concerning information and plans. Due to the
lack of time, it was impossible to train and 6rganize 8 battal-
lon to attack a fortified nosition in the normal manner. There-
fore, a logical means was resorted to -- that is surprise. How=-

ever, 1t should be pointed out that lack of time to organize,
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traih, and make proper reconnaissance 1ls more normal than ab-
normal in combat. Therefore, i1t 1s the duty of the Battalion
5-3 to-plah training and orgenization regardless of the pres-
ent mission of the Battalion. Prior planning and training is
vital 1in combat regardless of the present mission of the unit.

Tne fact that key leaders in combat units will usually
become casualties at soms time or other dictates that follow-
up leaders or key men must at all times know as much about the
sltuation as the present leaders or key men. FEad the second
in command of G Company known that a patrol from his unit had
penetrated to the communication trench on the night of 13 - 14
Decémber, an entirely different light might have been cast up-
on the entire operation. Again, the help of the Battalion §-3
could have been used to a greater advantage by this new Com-
pvany Commander if the Battalion S-3% had checked more thorough-
ly on ihe disrosition of G Company troops at the end of this
day's operation. '

The ability of all unit leaders to.lead,their men into &a
night action and to have those men operate and conduct them-
selves in a most supefior manner, after three days of the most
difficult combat under the most severe weather conditions,'is
an example of the highest type of comﬁat leadershlp. HNo re-
nlacements were avallable at any time.

The ability of the Battalion Commander to lead and’ per-
sonally supervise smail units of the Battallon, wlthout 1oSing
control of the Battalion, is an example of the superior combat
leadership necessary to the success of any difficult opseration.
| The 2nd Battalion's loss of men, through exposure and

gickness, caused a severe straln upon those that were left.
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No doubt many men were sent back who could have stayed through
the action had they been in the best physical condition at the
beginning of the actlon. 1In an actlon of this type, under suqh.
weather conditlions, personnel should be checked carefully for
the ever present malingerer before being evacuated. The effi-
cient use of medical personnel in a combat‘operation is very
necessary, especially under severe weather conditions.
LESSONS-

Through thls operation many lessons were reviewed and
learned. |

1. Sgrprise is always an effectlve and important prin-

ciple to be employed whenever and wherever possible. Although
;m};iiure ﬁt the beginning, it was successful in the filnal
phése of trhe operation. |

2. ?Eewprinciple of cooperation stems from the basic two

man outpost, where each man protects the other, and runs-through
mwgiihahifé to the largest. The cooperatlon of the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions in a night infiltration, down to the small unlts re-
dueing the pillboxes, 1s an excellent example of cooperation;
3. Movement ls always necessary in the successful con-

- duct of the attack. However, the proper control of this neces-
sary principie is the key to the success of the operatioh..con—
trol of all units during the approach and during the attack of
this operaﬁion 11lustrates the principle of movement in an ex-
cellent manner. | .

4SWM§199};9;ty is of the utmost necessity in combat, This
principle must be observed in alllphases of planning, organi—
zation and execution. The difficult operation, brought tp a

successful concluslon through the efforts of the 2nd Battalion,
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was an example of simplicity from start to finish.

5-7_3rgper objéctives are definitely necessary in order
to accomplish the mission agssigned. Road junctions that con-
;;;i.keﬁ areag are objectlves of hlgh priority.

6. It 1s possible to feed hot meals and bring blanket
rolls forward under the most chaotlic conditions, provided ad-

ministrative and supply verconnel are vnroperly supervised and

the proper coordinaticns are mede with the tactical situatlon.
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