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otier gircraft ! y positior x rery nar fron
near 3t. Lo. The First Army succssedsd in pasnetreting T aneny
positions, and the newly arrived Third Arry which was heavy in

- armor thrust to the south and east. (4}

On 31 July the 90th was asasigned to the XV Corps, Third
Army, together with the 79th Infanbtry Division and 5th Armored
Division. (5)

As part of the XV Corps, the 90th began a series of opera-
“tioens on 1 August which would cover 140 miles in ten days. (See
“¥ap A) () The first of these was the mission of seizing the
;Vbrld¢ES over the aelune 31ver at St. Hilaire Du Harcouct. This
'was QOGOMDlloﬁ@Q!OH 3 August 1944, By dark on 5 August Task
"Eé@ce.%ﬁaver of the 90th had captured and secured the bridge
ievqr uh@ iﬁvenne leer at layenn and by & sugust with tne,as-?

e

sistanga_Qﬁ:the_79th-nav1slon'anad capturadfzemans.-(7)'Otﬁsr‘

Spearha e § 'of tne Thlrd/Army meanwhlle cut tne Brittany Penlsufﬁ




Lemans heving bsen captured, the XV Corps on 10 sugust "H4

direction and movad to the north tovwsrd Alencon. (3ee

vision and 80th Infantry Divi-

=
s

llap B} The 2nd Prench Arncred I
sion were attached to %V Corps on this date. (9)

In moving to the north, the XV Corps was the southern Jjaw
of the -siant pincers encircling the German 7t Army and part of
the German Hth Panzer Army. The XV Corps began thelr move to
the north with the 2nd French Armored on the left and 5th Armor-

ed on the right. The 9Cth with one RCT motorized followed the

2nd French Armored, and ths 79th with one ROT moterized followed

the 5th Armored Division. The 80th Infentry Division secured

the hridgéhead over the La 3arthe River at Lemans, and was to

proteet the Corps' left flank and rear. (10)

Yoving to the Horth the 5th U. S. Armored Division engaged

in several sharp tank battles with the German Panzers ﬁhﬁgweréf

‘protecting the German's soutnefQWflankn -Seas‘wés'}

5th Armored Division at 1000 on 12 August, and 1t

3

The Second Fremch 4
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August the LV Corg 5 dared
change direction to the east and move on Dreux, a center The
conmander felt was recessary to control a&s soon
{12) The "né Freneh Armorad was directed to relisve

elements of the §th Armored Division in the

area, and the 90th Infantry Division toe relieve alements of the

5th Armored east of Argentan. The 90th Infantry Division and

o

2nd French Armored were to he left to hold ths road network in

the Argentan area with four battalions of corps artillery in

iy

support. {13) The 359th Infsntry of the 90th Infantry Division

was given the mission of relieving the 5th Armored Division in
the area Le Bourg St. Leonard on the east to Croisilles-Le

Verlerault on the west. (See Map C) The 357th RCT 90th Divi-

sion was to prctect the Alencon bridgehsad from the north and

northwest. The 358th RCT to protect Division C.P¢ 8t Sees by

occupying Choilloue, north of Sess. 2nd Battalion 358th was

ordered to Almeneches. The lst Battalion portion of the 359th—f

front was the road net including Le Bourg St.:Léonardion’the:

west, to'imlude Fxmes on the east. The 2nd and 3rd Battal:.ons

gxof bhe 359th Infantry to extend the llne on ta Le:Nerl”
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gineersz from Company C 315th Combat Enginesr Battalion. The
combat team artillery of the 359th RCT &pd it

Ay & 4 L= P o — & TATCY % 3 11T wos ofe
Artillery Battallion was in support

-

the morning of 15 August *Hh. Upon arrival they found that
tie 5th Armored clements in both Ot. Leonard and fGxmes were
not in contact with the Germens, and had not been since ocF
¢upying that position. The lst Battalion then set aboutb preé
paring vital road centers for defense; tir)

SATTALION PLAN OF DEFBNSH

The road leading into St. Leonard from the west (from
Arpentan) was very straight for about 3000 meters. (See Map

D} Observation from the west side of town was good for that
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the west (Argentan) was lavse dense wood, the Foret De Couffern

this to be the main threat

to Company A's poéitiou, and directed Company & commander Lo

maintain patrols deep into the woods twenbty~-four hours a day.(18)
In Bxmes Company C had even better observetion. Thas town

 ';was-an the top of the highest ground in that immediate area.

é%gérvation in all directions could be obtained from atop the

biziljdings. - One good road led into Zzxmes from the west (from

t. Leonard). A fair road joined this road from the north

however,

down the poads; because of the many wooded -

ds that surrounded b
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tura Lo the r*t llOu u.t. anﬂ mo iTy Beginment of what was

vQﬂ;fﬁlEu to,ﬁl t Compﬁuj B to oe prapargd,tormove Lo St.v

 0& o;&er.ﬁ Geﬁnun ,Qn;s'hud Jpneared on the road lrcm Argentan,

end were tul’eu unuer fire by the 3 eun in

11@fjfu3ﬂu*nurﬁtlon

Southeast along the ut Leonardee Qar%c Dn Pln road.f.Tﬁa

7j;epvracgd maC-'to the battallon C.P.

gauntlet of the German”fire.; Upon aﬂwlval thubgeﬂp drlverlhad
-f?tl 235 cws

qttcck hqd hecn well coordlnatéd




break in the

t. Ieonard along

8
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from the Germen

Taft flank novw 1p con-—

platoon that

lionwihs ordersd bo the road junctbion

to be used as infantry in that ares

.D. (25) By 1515 hours Company A had

knovwledge

xnowledze
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viRdlch carried it into 5L Leonards o C=

to glide to the right, taxing the norti

LAy

side of town, with Company B defending the wegt and south part
of towvn. Durineg thig shift the Germans made another concentrated
attack, only to be cut down ag Tast as they cames (27) See over-
lay = Vap D)

a

o

The reinforcement of St. leonard by Combany B stabliz
the situation somewhat, but German artillery had not let up
gither on the lLe Haras Du Pin road or in thé town itself. Up-—
on baking stock of the situstion it was found that several
German tanks had been knocked out and Jerman dead and wounded'
litteredlthe approaches to the position. Germans held SOme
houses‘in‘the west end of town and woods %o the north, west,
énd souti of St. Leonard, leaving oniy the baok trail to the
Le Haras Du Fin road and the main road to the east toward Exmss

in Aericén nands.’ These two roads were kept open, largely

v

(26) A~5, 0. 4 and personal Lnowledﬁe
ey Personal knowledse
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togethor under {lie commend of L4311 one remaining officer, Lbt.
Schroeder. The Germans now commanded the main east-west rosd
up Lo the center of town, ahd beyond that
The rosd was very straicht and open so th 't two mepchine cuns
oould eagily Keep snyone from crossing bebwsen Coupwples 4 and
B. Americen and German tanks stalked each oth?r in hp straﬂts

and alleys df town. The German unit maklng the attack was by

vnow determiﬁed to be three,battalioms of the Deutchland Regimenﬁ
of the Second So Panzer Division. (31) The'defending trcops

,were 50 outnumbered that the attack - had easily encirecled the

townrfrom the soﬂth- extending to Jjust short of the Le Haras Du

Pin road and phyolcally occupyznn the back urail>down;which

- 8ll supplles were. ‘taken 1nto the town, and the ﬁbﬁnded’were

”evacuateﬁ down. f",',' - ..
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39200 Laaen LAk 1ve |
= i : nomambsrs of e
crcuis 1 Banko . dhore 3
Leny as Leomird 9t
eanwhidla . a0 Glic Junction of Ulie back trad
road,; the B=3 hed arrived and while waitino Tor Company O,
noticad a conple of m rouad from ob. Lieomyd. .

2o, B vy 94 £ 5
Phie vwomen were trom

that they had seperated
lieved thenselves Uo be the only ones to geb out alive,
They were ordered off into the edse of the woods by the §-3 fo
await the arrival of Company C. Soon, however, other small
roups of thrse and four men came down the road with the same
story. These small groups continued to arrive until they num-
bered about twenty men, Lt. Schiroeder, the one,rémaining offi-
cer with Company A,’arrived with the last group and reported
that he did not know now many of his men had managed'to get out

or whether or not some ware still fightine in the town. The w

O

latest siobhck apainst Comolny A nad been in such overwhs lmln~
strength that Compqny A nad Smely been eng sulfed, Germans hav—
ing gOne;aroundfboth flsnks and broxenfthrough,the line in

¥

, Personal knowleage
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005 Ldn | L 05 T000.
hen ohay had zotiten chout 150 vards Pror ] o Gerren
gun Biye Bl 938t of Lhe rood Foroed Tihg driver
trom Yhe jeap.  The capbtured j had o 20 col. mg mounted,

which the Germans promptly bturned on the anti-tank company

der and his party. The smbarrassed anti-tank commander
gatbihered up a Tew men fron Gue engineer platoon and led an
atback to recapturé his joep. TH1S Wog successful and it was
concluded that tlhe enemy force nmugl have béen a combot patro
This meant also that the Germang were east of town. (37)
Company 6] arrivedvat the road junction and had received
about thirtyrfive casualties from artillery fire in moving up
the Le Haras Du Pin road to its junction of the back trail.
(oee OVerGJ 5 Iiap D) Battalion commander's orders vere to
move into St. Leonafd astride the back trail on a tho platoon
front, ﬁé'cleér thaf‘aréa‘bnce'agai and to move up behind
Compény;B's'right‘rear;r At'th67timefthese,instructions were
piven the S~f,'the Sitﬁation.in'Company A wasvkn Wi by the
OﬂttmllDﬁ commandu The B~% nlco brief@d‘Co@pany € commander

on the pgeviou experience with men from Company A so that he

would not expect much hclp from that quarter.

T
Persondl knowledge
Pa?»on&l knowledge
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1 nd- coLnbayealbach Lo reony
positions orl T b ! st nith 0o ny
e
h ineast-uesy 6 stidl dentad to the Rirst
talion by German fire, so the 5-3 with two banddl@ers of ammuni~

tion for his M-1, moved back to the road junction eagt of bLown

neor the %" pun, then north and west down the steep anclines A

a1l but hot fight wWas roing on about 500 yards to the north,

o 3. % 3 L AP | i A 2 A S
and more rirines could bLe heard in the Company A sector of Lown.

Upon reaching town, the S-2 found five men who were defending

the northesst edge of town from the Germans on the north-south

read leading into St. Leonard from Chamboise The Bgbt. in charge

reported that as far as he knew he was the Company A commander

vi

erTe Company Aes The b-% 1

o)

an me Ao an
e SALCA LN Al

and that these four men w
hasty estimate of tlic situalion and took over the cormand of
Company A, instructing the Sgt. that they would attack, secur-

. ing the two houses and orchards immediately to the west of

) Personal knowledsge
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German 1ines.

Uile

successful

ARk

a platoon across the
to connect up with the reforming Conpany A

objective sttack, Company A and the platoon

. .

ceedod in regaining their original position

Fal

oL

A

the battles The last hard surfacs

ning

'
0a

Se

was gecurely in American nd The battal

. i o
Nimiey
o U

ceived word that the F Battalion would

nicht by Second Battalion, 359th Infantry.

A

tnet he handed over the town and the defens

had origidally been held. (41)

in moving

D, w3t or
e repaining

R A GO S s
E:J‘_,)‘j_i_,.t,gd’ 15

S5 position with one
4 suns. liore

mar
BAS S

ompany A from @

Lo
13

into 36, Leonsrd

main east-west road
In another limited

suc-

£3 m X
fron Compery O

held at the besgin-
road out of the ftraj

lon commander re-

be relisved that

A

1
@

Tt was wich pride

.

ive positions that

(40) Personal knowledge
Personal knowlsdge

(41)
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Found the

The morning of the 19Lh Ausust

dispositbions as follows: Ard Batbtalion in

< : .. 1Az 7o B e e e oo At
talion onthe slighv rise cousil

Battalion, after having
Fougy to ocoupy the sdge of the woods west of town, facing o
the north. (42) The Germen Seventh Army and the elenents of
the Tifth Panger Army apparently had received a march order
dependent on the 0.P.'s in the St. Teonard and Chambols areas

being cleared, as all day on the 19th our artillery observers

0
ct

from Chambols and the hich ground at the edze of the vwoods we
of Pougy (1lst Battalion area), observed long columns moving

agt down the valley bétween those two positions. All day lons
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the artillery men fired two concentrations, numo

AS a Gc‘ﬂun unlt Wwas des royed, snother marclied into the ares

3
o
;
3
o

of these two concentrations. Horses, men and vehkicles were

blagtzd 1nto grest masaes of inter-minglad debris,

(42) Personal knowledgs










ymericans were able Lo drive

% o . : .
% 100 i 2¢ ot Bok

1 i) : n 13 Vg I nts et o tinm i

satbir 5 personal exsnmple ot courace and fsarlessnsss, 'The
felt collld: nol let this cone by not accom

thae 701l combat effectivensss of ‘the battalion not

o be utilized untrl late on the second day, after the critical

The platoon of tanks sSsnt Lo réinforce the detaenders of
5t. Teondrd aided materially in both fire power and morale.

Hach time assistance grrived, the defenders would gain new

COITIUNTICATIONS

The wirs communications were excellent before the battle.
Two lines were laid in%o St. Leonard, one to Company 4 C.P. and
one to battalion 0.P. The radios were not checked to sea if
they could communicate until aflter the battle started and the
wire lines destroyed by shell fire. All mesans of communications,
wire, radipo aend runner, should have been test operated to deter-

mine that each means would satisfactorily work prior to their

anticipated use.
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enabled jeeps to be used when those roubtes could be cleared of

As there was no up’ onver work to be doneé, the & ond P pla-
toon was utilized to rosupply the battalion with emmuniftion
throughout fthe action. This worked oulb very well bac8use tiie
platcon ha & been trained to fight as'wéll a8 to nandle their
4 and P duties. Zvery trip into the town by tnisrplatoon was
harrassed or blooked*by German fire. Thu d glivery of ammunl—

0
%

O

ipn to the company poslblon was accomp ll%hud in apite

T

Forward battalion dumps were impractical due

luidVSituatiQh around both flanks and to the rear of
the mﬁip.baétleipoéiﬁién.' Gompunj A urunsportatlon.was alther'
destroyedVOf captur ed by the enenmy early in the/action there4
f;ra hev ﬁPd 10 means of retu¢n1ng to the buttallon supply
,uéint for am@unltlon. It was felt that the dellveryvsystem :
would be nuch better for the reason thdt combat pqtrols had
to aﬂcompany the del ’.rics jand the rifile elemento could not
sp e men at those ical tlmes when rvuupply,was necessary;

qutsr bea;ers comlnc from toun ﬁere escorted by the A and .

platoon on;taelrvreturn‘urlp,g
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