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THE OPERATIONS ¢F THY FIRST AIRBOENE TASK FORCE IN
THE IZVASION OF SOUTHEEN FRAWCE 15 - 20 AUGUST 1944
{Personal Experience of an Assistant G-2)

INTRODUCTION

This is the story of the First Airborne Task Force and ite
particlpation in the airborne invasion of Southern France during
the period 15 - 20 August 1944, |

The Combined Chiefs of Staff at the Quebec Conference in Augusat
1943 advanced the idea of invading the southern coast of_France in
conjunction with the Normandy invasion, At the time Allied Force
Headquarters in North Africa was directed to study all aspects pf
such a move, (1)

This operation was outlined in instructions from Allied Force
Headquarters to the planning staff of the United States Seventh Army
29 December 1943 in Algiers, North Africa. Initially to be kmown as
Cperation ANVIL, and to be launched against the southern coast of
FPrance with the target dante May 1944, it was to be staged in con-
Junction with the invasion of Northern Burope, (2) Ite purpose was
to establish a Hediterranean beachhead, and from thefe‘to exploit |
this ealient toward the French cities of Lyoﬁ and Viehy, Seventh
Army staff officers began the planning for the invasion in Algiers
12 January 1944, (3)

The tentative plan envisaged an assault using two or three infanp
try divieions in the bridgehead, subsequently building up to a total
of ten dlvisions for the exploitation northward, These assaulting
divisions were to be covered by Commendos or Rangers who would
Deutralize the ielands off the coast prier to B-Hour, while Airbornme
troops dropping on inland targets would extend the bridgehegd inland
and prevent the enemy from reinforcing his troops in the target

area, (4) Toulon was selected as the first ANVIL objective, followed

(1) 4~7, p. 3; (2) &1, p. 25 (B) a-1, p.3: (4) &1, p. 12
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by Marseille, and then exploitation wms to begin northward, The plan
was later modified because of increased enemy resistance in Italy.
Troop priorities were glven to that operation., Alsc the amphibious
equipment orliginally planned for the operation wes diverted to the
northern invasion forces, Gonsequsnfly the target date was changed,
and it was not until several subsequent target dates had been schednled
and postponed that the final date was set, (5)

Genersl Dvlght Pisenhower, the Supreme Commander, Allled Expedit-

lorary Force, in spite of some debate with Lord MontgomeTy and Qeneral

‘Sir Henry Wilson, campaigned vigorously for the southern assault, He
aa 80 on the basle that additionsl port facllitles were badly needsd

for the conqueet of Europe. He was supported in thie contention by
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
(6) The argument of General Eisenhower bore fruit in late June 1944
when he recommended that the inwvasion be no longer postponed, The
date was thaﬁ set for 15 August 1944, Southern France was to be in-
vaded, (7)

The operational code name ANVIL was changed to DRAGOON for
security reasons on 1 August 1944, (8)

The intelligence officer, Seventh Army, prior to D-Day, had
secured much information about the enomy strength, dieposition, morale
and capabilities, 1In addition, detalled information had been gathered
about the terrain and climate of the target area, This information

will be discussed for erientation purposes as follows:

}éé:\ 1. Enemy Troops (See Map 4)

The German Nineteenth Army was ‘charged by the German High
Command with the defense of Southern France, (9) The Germsn General
Staff had shifted four reputedly crack divisions of the Hineteenth

(8) A1, p. 19; (8) 4~15, p, 333 (7) A-1, p. 25; (8) A-1, p. 563
(9) A-1, p, 32,



Army to Northern France because of the Normandy invesion. To compen-
safe for those loeses, the 198th and 716th_ Infantry Divisions, as well
ag the 1lth Panzer Divlsion; were transferred to Southern France. (10)
Prior to D-Day, the Nineteenth Army had in the southern sector nine
divisions with which to counter a possible Allied invasion. These divi-
sions were dist.ributed along the entire coast of Southern France to -

- o L e
ward off possible invasion at any point. AAllféonceiva‘ble defense pre-ﬂ
parations were made by the German Nineteenth Army. The 7I_L6t,h Infantry
Di_vision was stationed in the southwest at Iferpignan to protect the
arny's weat flank. This division had suffered helvy l_ossaa in Normandy
and had been sent south to reorginize. Its fire power was considered
to be 50 percent effective and its troop strength was approximated at
8000 men., (11)”

To the north were two divisions. The 198th located at Narbonne
was composed largely of Bohemians and Czecks who had been picked up
while fighting on the Russian front. The effective strength of this
unit was 10,500 troops. The 189th Reserve Division was at Montpelier,
and was reported to have four infantry battalions and one battalien of
artillery. (12)

The 388th Division, with two limited service regiments, was center-
ed at Arles to defend the Rhone River. This unit was urder strength. -

The Mt.h and 242d Infantry Divisions were at Marseille and
Toulen. Both units were at 85 percent of their normal strength and
wers composed of inexpsrienced young men.

The 148th Reserve Division was stationed at Cannes and Nice. This
unit was considered formidable. |

The 157th Reserve Division, a training unit, had been committed
against the underground forces and was thought to be dissipated.

The 1lth Panzer Division was in or about the Rhone River area,

(10) &-1, p. 343 (11) A-1, P. 32-33; (12) A-1, p. 33.



It was reputed to be the only campletely mébile unit in the Nine-
teenth Army. (13)

A subordinate headquarters, the LXTIT Corps, was located in
Draguignan. (14)

For practical purposes the G-2, Seventh Army estimated the e}mmy
forces in Southern France ﬁo approximate fi;'e reasonably- effective
divisions. Enemy morale was presumsd to be low. This was attributed to
the lack of motor transportation, constant attack from the Maquis, and
the presence of many non-Germanic troops serving undsr duress. The
German High Command had made so many commitments elsewhere that they
precluded the augmentation of the above forces into a cohesive front.
(15)

Prior to D-Day most of the German Air Force in the southern
sector had been dissipated. It was estimated that Allied air forces
would have immediate air superiority. (16)

2. Terrain of the Terget Area (See Map B)

Three mountain masses, separated by two corridors, dominated the
terrain of the target area. The Alps-Jura mountains are situated at
the Italian border, the Pyrennes at the Spanish border, and the Massif
de Central in the central area; the Massif de Maures of the central
chain are located northg of Toulon. The Rhone River corrldor in the
west central area, and the Argens River corridor in the east central
portion of the target area separated these masses.

The Allied strategy was to exploit thess corridors.

At the base of the Massif de Maures were the invasion bsaches. (17)

A1l of this information was made available to the First Airborne
Task Force intelligence section through intelligence channels. Fhoto
interpretation reports, terrain studies, and reports from Clandestine
Agents provide the bulk of this information.

(13) A-1, p. 33-34; (14) &-3; (15) A-1, p. 343 (16) A-1, p. 31;
(17) A-3, Sec. I; A-1l p. 28.



SEVENTH ARMY PLAN

The Seventh Army final plsn for DRAGOON contemplated the use of
the United States VI Corps as the assaulting echelon, An airborme
force and a Commando force were to assist the VI Corpe in establish-
ing the bridgehead. Later French Armee "B" was to pass through this
beachhead &and assiat in t.hq exploitation te the north. Appropriate
training for ground units was started immediately.

Seventh Army ordered the assault on the scuthern coast in its
field order of 29 July. The cbjective was to secure & beachhead east
of Toulon and then assault and capture the city. (See Map B) The
Western Naval Task Porce and the XII Tactical Air Command had been
designated to support the coastal assault, Command of the expedition
during the seaborne phase, until the ground for;ces were established
on the beaches was the responsibility of the Commander, Western Naval
Task Force. Thia command was later passed to the Commanding General
of the United States Seventh Ammy. (18)

Annex No 1 to this field order shows the following assignments
and missicns: (See Map C) |

1. Designated as Kodak Force, the United States VI Corps was
composed of the United States 3d Infantry Division Reinforced, tho
United States 45th Inranteriviaion Reinforced, and the United States
36th Infantry Division Reinforced. The lst French Armored Diviaion
Reinforced was alsoc asaigned to Kodak, The mlssion of this force was
to make a daylight asssult at H-Hour on D-Day. Enemy beach defenses
on the buéhea between Cape Cacalaire and Agay were to be destroyed
and followed by & rapid advence inward to contact airborne foreces.

2. Designated as Rugby Force, the First Airborne Task Force was
to land in the Le Muy area, starting at first light on D-Day to prevent

the movement of enemy forces into the assault ares from the direction

(18) A-2, Appendix; F.0. #1, 29 July 4L4; A-1, p. 57.



of Le Muy and Le Luc., Rugby Force was to be attached to Kodak when
contact was made.

3. Sitka Force (First Special Service Force) was to assault the |
islands of Port Cros and Levant -under cover of darkneas during the
night of D-1, with the mission to destroy all enemy defenses there and
to serve as a covering for the Kodak Force.

4e Two additional forces, Romeo and Garbo, were composed of
French Commandos and the II French Corps. II Corps was to enter the
operation over the beaches and assist in the assault on Toulon, while
Romeo Force was to seize and hold Cape Negre.

Diversionary activities were also contemplated in the plan. (19)
N Other troops assigned to Seventh Amy were committed later and
did noﬁ figure in operations during this period.

The Provisional Troop Carrier Air Division was assigned the mission
of transporting Rugby Force to the drop and landing zones. (20)

SITUATION OF THE FIRST AIRBORNE TASK FORCE

The First Airborme Task Force came into being 11 July 194. It
waa first designated as Seventh Army Airborne Division (Provisicnal)
and was composed of miscellsneous airborne units in Italy. The amal~
gamation of these units was begun at lido de Roma, near Rome, (See
Map A) Pending at this time, was the arrival of a staff of trained

airborne officers from the 13th Airborne Division and the Airborne

| Center at Camp Mackall, North Carolina. These cfficers had been
espacially requisitioned for this mission and had been flown directly
to It;.aly from Horth Carolina. (21)

Major General Robert T. Frederick was assigned to command the
Force. This officer, 37 years oii, had performed under fire in an out-
standing manner while commanding the First Special Service Force on the

(19) A-2, Appendix; F.O0. #1, 29 July &44; (20) A&=5, pe 33 (21) Personal
knowledge. .
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Anzio Beachhead., When amalgamation was complets, the force consisted
of the 517th Parachute Infantry Combat Team (460th Parachute Field
Artillery Battalion, 75MM, attached), the 509th Parachute Infantry
Battalion Combat Team (463d Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, 75MM,
attaéhed), the 550th Glider Infantry Battalion, the 551st Parachute
Infantry Battalion (reinforced), and the British Independent Second
Parachute Brigade. Special troops supporting these combat units con-
sisted of the 602d Pack Artillery Battalion _(7m), the 887th Airborne
Aviation Engineer Company, the 512th Signal Company, Antitank Company,
4424 Infantry (six pounders), Company "A", 2d Chemical Battalicnm,
Company "D, 83d Chemical Battalion (4.2 mortars), and special ordnance,
quartermaster, medical and resupply units. (22)

With the exception of the 550th and the 551st Battalions, all
combat units of the force had had some battle experience with the Fifth
and Eighth Armies in Italy. Most of this experience was in ground com-
bat. Only the 509th Battalion had participated in previous airborne
operations. The 517th Combat Team had had only temn days of battile
sxperience. (23)

The wmnit, scmewhat larger than the old brigade, was renamed The
Firet Airberne Task Force on 21 July 194k, bascause the original name
was Eonsidared to be a misnomer.

The Provisional Troop Carrier Air Division, the air wmit directed
to transport the task force to France, had headquartﬁra nearby. This
air division, composed of the 50th, 5lst, and 53d Trocp Carrier Wings
was commanded by Major General Paul L. Williams. (24)

The total strength of the First Airborne Task Force was 9732
officers and men. Aircraft assigned to transport the force consisted
of 535 C-47 and 53 type aivecraft, with 465 CG4A and Horsa gliders. . (25)

(22) Personal knowledge; A-5, Sec II; (23) Personal knowledge;
(24) Perscnal imowledge; (25) A-i, p. 111; A-17.



The First Airborne Task Force was especially created and trained
for the asa_ault on Southern France. Beginning at early light, the
force was to lend at variocus hours on D-Iay some 20 miles inland from
the beaches, with the aforestated mission of blocking enemy reserves
and Ee_éming enemy defenses in the area. According tc the army plan,
the force was to be rnlie.'red by ground treops upon contact. (26)

Three drop and landing zonea were chosen near the villages of
Le Muy, La Motte, and Trans-en-Province. (See Map D) Zones "A® and
n0» were flat and gently rolling, and wers thought suitable for glider
and parachute operations. Drop Zone "CM was astride a rugged mountain
plateau in the Massif de Maures chain. Tnis zone was thought suitable
for parachute landings. O(ne intelligence source had indicated that
the flat lands of the drop zene had been mined and was provided with
snti-air landing stakea. Since this information could not be verified
by photograph analysis or other sources, it wae decided to risk landing
in these areas. (27)

Enemy troops, known to be in and around the airborne sector, con-
sisted of elements of the 148th Reserve Division, the 242d Infantry
Division, the 1048th Assault Gun Unit (size not determined), several
hundred cadets, and the hesdquarters of the LXIT Cerps. All of these

units were thought to be considerably under strength. (28)

TASKE FORCE PLAN OF ATTACK
The First Airberne Task Forece, in accordance with its asaigned
mission, issued instructions ror the assault to its subordinate units
in field order No 1 during early August at Lido De Roma. The plan had
been approved by Seventh Army. (2v)
The 517th Combat Team was crdered to land at Drop Zons "A", beginning
at 0430 hours on D-Day. It was to secure the zone; block all appreachea

from the north, and destroy enemy forces located in the gzone. This

(26) Personal knowledge; (27) Personal knowledge; (28) A-3, Annex D;
Personal imowledge; (29) Personal knowledge.
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goneral area lies in the Argens and Nartuby Valleys between Le NMuy,
Praguignan, and Vidaaban, and includes the maln road nets which
connect the Rhons Valley and the Marseille-Toulon districts,
Villages in or near the area are lLaMatte, Trans-en-Province, and

Les Arcs, Intelligence Teports bad indicated that all bridges in

~ the area had been prepared for demplition, It was considersd doubt-

ful that the enemy had sufficlient engineer personnel %o demolish them
in the event of an airborne operation, Aerial photo interpretation
had revealed this zone to be sultable for landing., (30)

The British Second Parachuts Brigé.d.e wae ordered to drep at Prop
and Landing Zone 0%, begianing at 0430 hours on D-Day, secure the
zons and block Highway 7 south of Le Muy, It was then to assault
and capture Le Muy, destroying enemy installations in that vieinity,

This sector of operations wae the largest designated for the
force, It lay 2 Kllometers nerth of Le Muy and included the village
of Le Mitan, The terraln in the zone was considersd good for both
parachute and glider landing operations.

A3 mentioned 'before,. one intelligence report from a clandestine
agent had indicated the presence of anti-alrlanding stakes, Since
it was -accessi‘ble to Le Muy, it was decided that most of the glider
elements would attempt landing on that zone, (31)

| The 509th Parachute Battalion Combat Team was directed to land
at Drop Zone "CH", beginning at 0430 on D-Day, | It wne to secure the
zoae and be prepared to assist the Second lrigad.o in the capture of
Le Muy,

Thig drop gone was the moast rugged of all the three zones,
Located on a high plateau, it was the dominant terraln in the entire
aTea, It overlooked both Le Muy and Righway No 7 from Frejus, (32)

The 561lst Parachute Infantry Battallon was to land at 1800 h.ours

on D-Day in Drop Zone "A%, and be prepared to assiat the 517th Regi-

(30) Persomal knowledgs; (Z1) Personal kmowledgs: (32) Personal
Imowledge, :



mental comba‘.t\Team in 1ts operations, (33)

‘ The 550th Gllider Infantry Battallon was ordered to land at
Landing Zone "0" at 1800 hours on D-Day. This battalion was the
tagk force reserve, (34)

fhe 6024 Pack Artillery Battallon was ordered to land at
Landing Zone "A"; it wae placed in direct support of the S5let
Battalion,

Compary "D¥ 834 Chemical Battelion and Company "AR, 24
Chemlcal Battalion were to land at 1800 houre in Ianding Zones A"
and 0% regpectively, and be prepared to support operatione upon ‘
landing,

Headgquarters and Headgquarters Company, First Airborne Pask Force,
wes to land at Landing Zoms "O® in twoc echelons, The advanced Com-
mand Post Growp was scheduled to land at 0800 hours, and the remsin-
der at 1800 hours on D-Dey, (35)

7 All of the unite comprising the Pirst Alrborne Task Yorce closed
in the Rome area by mid July, and corbat team training began on an
extenslve scale, HKany of the gllder elements had had no recent com-
bined airborne training, First priority was given to refresher
training in airborne technigues, Other units scheduled for glider
operations had had no glider training at all, Orlentation training

- was scheduled for these units, | (36) | |

Intelligence activities during the period prior to the assanlt
were conducted at a feverish pace,

Lt Col William J, Blythe, Aesistant Chief of Staff, 6-2, was
faced with the task of securing, assimllating and evaluating the in-
formation of the enemy, with most of his staff inexperienced, (37)
1 was gerving in the capaclty of Assistant Intelligence Officer on

(33) Personal knowledge: (34) Personal knowledge; (35) A-11, p, 2;
Personal knowledge; (38) (37) Persoral kmowledge.
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this staff,

Groat difﬁcu_lty waes encountered at the outset in securing a
sufficient number of maps of the proper scale for the target area,

In many instancee such maps, when requieltlioned, were late in
arriving and werve made up improperly, It wae necessary, in several
inetances, for the G-2, or his representative, to m#e- personal vislts
%o the map depots in order to expedite the delivery of these maps,
(38)

The intelligence section was moTre fortunats with reepect to
aerial photographs of the target area, These, however, vhile ade-
quate in number, were of a scale so small that it was extremely diffi-
cult to make a thorough interpretation of them, W¥hile making thip
statement, 1t should bBe pointed out that the British Photographic
Interpretation Team attachod to the section worked metletlously to
ovaluate those photographs properly, (29) This they 41d in a superie
or manner, Thls team made annotated photographs of some of the impor-
tant enemy defensive installations which were distriduted to platooﬁ
level in several instances, The team had been borrowed from the
Britigh Bighth Amy and d1d not accompany the tesk force in its migsion,

A valuable aid in conducting the terrain study was a photo model
on a scale of 1:26000 which was set up in the force war room and. was

used in all of the briefing at Force Headquarters, The model had

- been prepared by army englneers, Several attempts to secure additione

2l copies of this model for use at comdat team level were maﬁ.o with-
out success, This constituted a handicap for the combat t@ coll-
menders who, while having accees to the mddsl themeelves, were unable
to apsemble their complete ata:ffs for adoquate study of the terrain,
In as mch as no pereonal recomnaissance could be made, the lack of
a thorough and complete terrain analysis on the part of these com-

manders made their several tasks even mors difficult, Annotated

(38) A=10, p, 6; A-5, p. 6: Personal kmowledge; (39) Pereonal
Imowlsdge, ‘
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photographs which were distributed alleviated this situation par-
tially, (40)

The 550th Glider Infantry Battallon was charged with the tralning
of the 6024 Pack Artillery Battalion, the 4424 Infantry Antitank Com-
pany, the 887th Airborne Aviation Engineer Company, Company maf. 24

Chemeal Battalion, Company "D, 833 Chemioal Battalion, 512th Signal
Company, and miecellaneons divisional units, Training consisted of
loading and lashing, orlentation flights, and in final phases, a
practice alr landing on s simlated lapding zone, This practice
landing was made by key personnel of the units, Refresher tralning
for parachute elements was given under the supervision of the Alr-
borne Training Center mear Bome, BSkeletonized dropping on simulated
drop zones and practice assembly problems were given at the conclusion
of the refresher training, In addition to the training glven the
conbat elements, three airborne pathfinder teams were organized and
appropriate tralning in radar and radlo alds to de used in the
operation was conducted, (41) ' |

At the conclusion of this training the misslon of the First Alr.

borne Task Force was at hand,

IHE FUSE
In sccordance with the Beventh Army plan, an airborne diversion-

2ry drop was made at 0205 on D-Dey pear the village of Ciotat, This
Tillage 1e situated between the cities of Toulon and Marseille,
(Bee Map B) Desigred to serve two purposes, it was to create imitially

the illueion of an alrborne aseault in that area; secondly, that a

-7

eouthern airborne corridor e:l.ated: " The effect which this ruse had
on enemy plane will be discussed in succeeding pagee of thle report,
Suffice 1t to sey, it wae suocessful in conduct ae well ap effect,

$1x airoraft of the troop carrler division participated in the mission

and d.r@pe& from an altitude of 600 feet some 5000 pounds of para-

{40) Personal kmowledge; (41) A-5, p., 7; Pereomal knowledge,
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chute dumieé » rifle simulators and "Windnw“f to give the effect of
mags flight on the enamy radar screens.

While leaving the false dﬁp gone area, pilots reported loud ex-
plogsicns and cbserved gun blasts. This indicated that the enemy had

been arcused. (42)

MOVEMENT TO CCONTACT
The airborne phase of the 6pmtion commenced shortly after mid-
night from ten air bases, stretching from the Ciampino field, south of
Rome, to Fallanica, north of Grosseto, ({(See Map F) EKlements of the
force had moved from Lido de Roma and had closed into the marshalling
fields by 1800 hours, 14 August L944.

At Veltlene Air Field, 65 kilometers northweat of Rome on the Med-
iterranean Sea, it was clear, cool and very dark. Here glidoi- elements
of t.he_opornt.ions and inteiligence sections were lecated. During the
previous evening, religious aervices were held by the chaplain and
the troops were shown & movie., After briefing, the commanders had
urged the troops to get as much sleep as possible. All men were
bedded down on the open field near their gliders by 2200 hours. (43)

I should point out here that the attitude of the troops was cne
of confidence and that the morele was high.

It is interesting to note that many gliders were decorated with
fancy names. For instance, the ship in which I, as assistant intelli-
gence officer, was riding weas named "Nina From Carolina®, This was
the first ship in the serial%e secend ship, carrying the senior
chaplain was dubbed "The Leakin' Deacon®. This is pointed out as
indicative of the morale of the troops at Voltone.

Shortly after midnight the first parachute serial took off.
fhis serial was obaerved at the Voltone Field at about 0100 hours.

The £light pattern could be picked out by the flashing of the red

{42) &-5, ps 93 A-10, p. 9; A-1l, p. 104; (43) Perscnal knowledge.
#Tnfoil dropped from planes to affect enemy radar.
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and green lights on the wings of the ships as they moved out to sea.
On the ground below, the first glider serdals wers already being pre-
pared for flight. Pathfinder teams, ‘equipped with radar, redio and
homing devices, had already taken off and were well on their way. (44)
The route for the flight proceeded northwest to the first over-
water cheek point, the island of Elba. From there the route advanced
to the northeast comer of Corsica. From Corsica the route was on an
azimuth, east of a designated corridor, to the French coast. This leg
of the aerial route had been clearly cutlined to both naval and air
persomnel to forestall any firing by naval anti-aircraft artillery at
the Allied planes participating in DRAGXN. From the French coast east
of St. Raphael the route went north to the drop zone at Ie May. (45)
The first glider serial was airborne a£ approximately 0400 hours.
No ditfienlty was encountered as the individual gliders were snatched
from the field. | Gaining altitude, the sky train circled the airfield
and proceeded out to sea and to its first check point at Elba. Rendez~
vous with ships from other airfields was to be made here. The train
arrived at Elba on achedule and the rendezvous was accomplished. From
this island, the serial turned northwest and headed for Corsica. By
this time the rays of the sun were begimning to show at the horizen.
Twe and one-half hours from take-off the gliders were passing the
high mountsin peaks of Corsica and on their way to France. Some
thirty minutes later the glider pilot in the first glider received
word from the tug plane that it was turning back. Troop Carrier head-
quarters had reported heavy ground fog had been encountered by planes
which had dropped parachutists earlier. Under these circumstances the
comuander of the troop carrier division thought it too dangerous to
release gliders. Soon the gliders were heading in the direction whence
they had come. The sun, which had been shining from the right side eof
the glider, was beginning to shine from the left. (46)

(44) Personal knowledge; (45), (46) Perscnal knowledge; A-11, pe. 4.
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Morale at this time had suffered a setbacks The c¢rew had become
very qulet.
A few minutes later the sun resumed its original positilon,
shining in the right window. Previous orders had been rescinded and
the sky train was on its way to its original destination. The orders

were to proceed to the landing zone without delay. M

o
J.ﬁf&a"”‘(w)
' ;4 During the flight some misfortunes occurred, Ons glider in the

Horsa gliders in the serisl were ordered to return to Italy.

serial broke loose from the tow and landed in the sea. The task

force communications officer was in this glider. He and hia crew
“\M were picked up by navy launch, They iere taken to the shore neir one
of the marshalling fields, and flew in the second glider echelon which
landed at 1800 hours cr D-Day. Another glider was loet in flight when
it broke up and disintegrated in mid-air; ita entire crew perished.
(48)

Little opposition was encountered as the sky train crossed the
coastline., Scattered pu:ffa of amoke indicated that scme anti-aircraft
guns were active, but no damage was incurred. Ships supporting the
landings now in progress were observed laying down an artillery cen-
centration. |

Earlier photo reconnaissance had shown 't.he presence of & portien
of terrain adjacent to the landing zons which resembled the five
ringers of & hand, It had been decided during planning to use this
terrain teature as a check point for the release of gliders, (See
Map F) |

The serials were over land about six minutes when this terrein ,
feature was observed, Here was tns landing field. The planes circled
to the west and the number ones glider pilot released the first glider.

It had been relatively quiet to this point, A burst of bullets whipped

(47) Perscnal knowledge; A-1l, p. 4; (48) Personal knowledge.
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through the rear of the fuselage. It was usmd‘ that an isolated
sniper had fired at the ship. No injury occurred. (49)

While descending, the presence of many empty parachutes was |
apparent. The British Second Independent Brigade had landed at 0510
hours on this field.

At an altitude of one hundred feet, the field was suddenly re-
vealed as being full of a.nti-@ir landing stakes. The pilot had to
meneuver swiftly to avoid crashing into one of thems This neces-
sitated a severe "belly landing®, but fortunately no cne was injured.
On leaving the ship one could see the stakes 12 feet high and spaced
at 50 foot intervals covering the field. (50)

The scll wnder foot was the scil of France—a scon-to-be-liberat-
ed France. In the diatance naval gun fire could be heard as"f’tt rever-
berated in the sky.

THE ASSAULT

It will be neceesary here to depart from & running narrative of
eventa as they were experienced by the author in order to discuss
action cn all combat team fronts as it occurred. Effects of this
action on the enemy, a8 it developed at the intelligence section, will
be interwoven into the story.

1, D-Day Activities, 15 A t 1

The saying that *In Battle Confusion Reigns® is appropriate when
discussing the events of D-Day, and those that fallowed. |

The first departure from the original plan occurred at 0430 hours,
15 August, when 45 ships released their human cargo prumnturelyjagom
perscnnel %lmdﬁd as far as 20 miles from the designated drop zones.

About 20 planes carrying elements of the 509th Battaliom Combat,
Team released their sticks near St. Tropez on the coastline. (See Map
G) The commanding officer™was in one of the planes. Two "aticks™

(49), (50) Personal knowledge.
#C0, 463d FA Bn, an elament of the Combat Team.
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were dropped in the sea, but all personnel was able to swin to shore.
Later reports indicated that the ground fog encountered had confused
the pilets. (51)

This apparent misfortune tumed into good fortune. These para-
troopers managed to assemble five 75MM pack howitzers, put them inte
operation, and by 1500 hours had captured the enemy garrison in the
town of St.. Tropez. They were assisted in this feat by local members
of the French Maquis,.

When the smoke of the battle had cleared, twe hundred and forty
German soldiers had been captured gnd two coastal batteries and one
AAA gun battery. (52)

When advance elements of the United States 3d Infantry Division
entergd the tom shortly after 1500 hours, they gave assistance to the
soldiers who were still fighting the enemy in that vicinity, Members of
this combat team materially heipsd the 3d Division's operations that day.

Approximately 25 aircraft of another group dropped elements of
the 5th Battalion of the 2d Brigsde and the 3d Battalion, 5l7th Para-
chute Infantry Combat Team some 15 miles from deaignated zones.

Many of these troops undertock individual missions while seeking to
return to their cnm wnits. Included in the group were severdal person=
nel of the Intelligence Section, Their exploits in this connection Ni:{

Lo
will be enlarged upon furthers Also in the group were the Chief of Gf}:"f
Staff of the Force and several key staff members. (53)

Let us now return to Landing Zone ®0W, where at appmxim;tely
0900 hours, 15 August, the firat glider serial had landed. (See Map
H)

As the crew cleared the first glider, a subsequent craft in the
formation, while éttempting to land, had crashed into it. Several

crew members in the subsequent craft were injured.

While this action was taking place, crew members of the first

(51) A=5, pe 11; Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt Col Yarborough,
CO, 509th Bn; A=12, p» 3; (52) A~1, pe 1l4; (53) A5, ps 1l; Perscnal
limowledge,
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glider assembled in an adjacent vineyard. Other troops landing at
this time were alsc proceeding to their pre-arranged assembly points,
In as much as nothing was known of the ground situation then, it was
decided to form & patrol and leave the landing area at once., The
patrel was tormed and began its journey to the assembly point somewhere
to the east of the landing zane. Adopting & wedge formation, with the
author acting as the point, the patrcl proceeded in the appeinted dir-
ection, teking all advantages of cover and concealment. Several i‘arﬁ |
houaea were approached and searched, but no snemy was encoaumntered
directly by the patrol, Continuing, the patrol had progressed about
800 yards when it was met by & British soldier of the Brigade, When
asked of the situation, the soldier replied that it was "bloody well
all right? where he was, but that that was &ll he knew about it.

This soldier was busily engaged in eating grapes which he had secured
from the vineyard. (54) |

The patrol then proceeded approximately 400 yards further. At
that point, it met several personnel of- the advanced c ammand post
group who had parechuted in with the Brigaude. The patrel was then
directed to a farm house to its front. This house was to serve as the
first command post site for the task force.

Upon arriving at the house, the patrol met General Frederick's
aide, Captain McCall. He informed us that the general had suffered a
émrely strained ankle while landing and, &3 a result, was not able
to move about to any great degree, HNet much was known of the situation
at this time, except that the British Brigade had secured the drop and
landing zone and was éngaged in mopping up isolated enemy in that area,
A quick estimate of the situation revealed that the command post would
have to be established with a largely depleted staff. The Chief of
Staff had not landed at the drop zone; neither had the parachute

echelon of the intelligence section. Three people were available fer

(54) Perscnal inowledge.



intelligmce work. Attrition was also evident in the remainder of the

_staff sections. The task force surgeon and signal officer were absent.

Communications could not be established because of enemy jaumming and
radio tramsmitting difficulty. (55).

Enemy information at this time was largely obscure. (56)

The situation map was set up at 1100 hours. Very little information
was available for posting at the time. As the day progressed the red
grease pencil on the map acetate ba/gan to show up clearly. Prisierer of
iar interrogation contributed the buik of this information. A Journal
was get up, but was poorly kept beca.uz.:e of the lack of personnel in the
section.

Soan wison&a c_aptured by the Second Brigade began to mill around
the nearby rarm garden which had been established as a prisoner of war
cage. Early interrogation revealed that the eneuy, while having con-
sidered the probability of an attack at the beaches, did not expect an
airborne assault in this sector, even though passive mesasures of defense
against airborne attack had been undertaken. Prisoners revealed that
the anti-airlanding stakes erected in the zone had been set up by the
local Frenchmen., They complained that the job had been poorly done.

It wes concluded from the prisoners! comments, that the First Airbornme
Task Force had achieved complete surprise, Here it was deternined that
the enemy was employing many troops of non-Germanic origin, as earller
intelligence from clandestine agents had indicated. Many prisoners were
of Pollsh and Czech descent; a few were Fhite Ruasian. These prisoners,
and also the native German prisoners captured, were weak in appearance,
generally, and created the impression that the troops in the sector were
second rate troops.

The interregation of prisoners en D—ﬁay was skestchy. It was con-
ducted by linguists attached to force headquarters and by the Interrog-

ation of Prisoners of War persomnel of the Second Brigade. The services

(55), (56) Personal knowledge.



of both teams had been amslgamated shortly after landing, Most of the
attention was directed toward the interrogation of officers and noncom—
missioned officers captured. It was decided that more information could
be compiled that way., Some of these leaders were rather difficult to
interrogate. They were wiiling to talk for the most part, but the situ-
ation had changed so rapidly that they were left with little lmowledge of
the eneny's intentions. The presence of units previously thought to be
in the sector was confirmed. A Polish linguist of the brigade conducted
his interrogation in a superior mammer and contributed much to the
information gathered throughout the day. This officer had had a great
deal of experience with the German soldier, having been in Warsaw during
the Polish blitzkrieg of 1939 During the blitz most of his family had
besn killed, His emoticons, as regarded the German, were consequently
sharpened and gave added zest to his interrogaticn.

A summary of the interrogation conducted on 15 August revealed that
the enemy was effectively disorgahised as a result of the surprise landing.
His chain of command had been disrupted at any early hour on D-Day. in
analysis of this information lsd to the conclusion that quick decisive
action would further canse the enemy to reach a state of deterioration
quickly. This conclusion was later transmitted to Gensral Frederick at
ammﬂmtdf 1700 hours in the afternoon, and to the commanders of the
units of the ferce as soon as contact was established.

Additional information of enemy troop strength, mordle, status of
supply, and order of battle was secured and hastily evaluateds ILack of
sutficient persopnel, plus a fast moving situation, did not allow a
thorough study ot this information, No.periodic report ml;t.aining this
informetion and other intelligence was prepared during 15 - 16 August
1944. Lack of personnel prevented the preparation of such & report.

Many civiliens came to the command post dwring the day and were
anxious to give informaticn of the German. Much of this voluntary in=—-
formation was of little tactical value, The emotional characteristics
of the French civilian and his lack of military knowlsdge was the cause



of this, A few of these individuals were vacillating, and they were
more of a nuisanes than assistance to cur efforts. A conclusion that
most of this intormation would have to be taken lightly was soon reached,
One such Frenchman was particularly helpful, though.not from an intelli-
gence point of view, This native, in whese farmhouse the command post
was located, had & very fine vegetable garden which he cffered to members
of the force., The tomatces growing there supplemented the "K" raticn
of D-Day in splendid fashion. (57) o
| During the day, 15 August, the British Brigade had successfully

blocked Highway No. 7 at a point south of lLe Muy. This was ths main
escape route from the beaches as well as the mih communications route
in the area,

¥ore difficult to capture was Le Muy, Here the enemy put up stiff
opposition. The Second Brigade was umsuccessful in its attempt to
capture the tomn. The British Brigadier, commending the Brigade, re-
ported the fact to Genersl Frederick at the command post in early after-
nocn, (58) |

At this conference with the brigedier, General Fredsrick decided
to asaauit Le Muy, using an American wnit. This plin was dependent,
howsver, on the success of the scheduled landings by the reaminder of
the task force's forwﬁrd echelone This sky train was scheduled te
arrive at 1800 hours and was comprised, in the main, of the 551st
Parachute Battalien, the 550th Glider Infantry Battalion and supporting
troopss (59)

When General Frederick contemplated this plan at approximately
1500 hours, his command post-hnd established communications with the
Second Brigade only. Much difficulty had been encountered in opening
the command radio nets. Consequently, most of the early operaticnal
instructions and intelligence informstion were delayed in transmission.
When finally transmitted, this information was of little value to sub-

ordinate unite,

(57), (58), (59) Personal knowledge.
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During the afterncon & liaison officer brought to the command poet
intormation of the day's activity at the 517th Combat Team zone.

A wide dispersal of troops had resulted there during the drepping
of the parachutists, Elements of the combat team had landed in the
‘hi.l.'l.s east of Tourettes and were forced te adopt guerilla tactics againat
the enemy while attempting to assemble, These elements, comprised mainly
of third battalion troops, had proceeded by early light to Claviers, la
" Motte, and Les Serres, and by noen had clesred the enemy from these towns,

During the morning hours, this group was joined by members of the
Second Brigade. These troops had been dropped in the hills alse. Cembin= |
ing efforts, they destroyed an enemy convoy attempting to move reinforce-
ments into the area. |

The first battalicn of the 517th Cambat Team was dropped in the
vicinity of les Arce and was met with strong enemy opposition immediately.
The anemy was attempting to counterattack, when reinforcements from the
second battalion arrived on the scene. After a pitched battle, this
resistance was overcome, and by 1800 hours the combat team was consolidat~
ing its positions in preparation for further activity.

Defensive pogitions for all zones and objectives captured were
established by 1800 hours. (60) ’

2+ Reinfercemsnt

The sun was descending on the western horizcn as the remainder of
the combat troops of the force flew into sight. The train extended as
far as the eye could see and was an awe-inspiring sight for those troops
already on the ground. It was a comfortable sight as well, because the
position of the force prier to this time had been vulnerable to enemy
counterattacke It must have been a severe blow to the enemy'!s morale alsc.

The sky train was on schedule. First came the parachutists of the
551st Battalion; their parachutes were silhouetted against the setting

sun, This drop was highiy successful. All parachutists landed at Drop

(60) Personal knowledge; A-5, pes 13; A-k, Book VII,




Zone “A", Gliders transporting the 550th Battalion, additiecnal hoad;
qunrteré troops, suppeorting artillery, mortar, and antitank units en-
countered difficulties similar to those mﬁt by earlier glider landings.
Many gliders on landing Zone #0M were wrecked, In spite of this, &
majority of troops riding in these craft escaped uninjured, or were only
slightly injured, Casualties sustained here will be discussed in a
sumary of the operation later in this report. Seven gliders in this
train were unaccounted tor., (61)

Shortly after landing the troops were assemblad at their pre—
arranged assembly areas and the commanders of both battalicns reported
to the task force command post nearby, The command post had become
fully operational at approximately 1830 hours when the establishment of
commmnications was c@lded. When the commanders reported at 2000 hours,
they were briefed by the intelligence and operations officers as regarded
the situation.

Since Le Muy was the key objective in the sector, first priority
was givon to its capture. It was indicated that about 500 enemy troops
were holding the towmn.

The 550th Glider Infaniry Battalion was asaigned the migsion of
capturing le Muy, The attack was scheduled to jump off at 0230 hours
on D plus 1, The commander of the battalion left immediately to make
preparations for the attack. (62)

3. Qther activities

. Most of the personnel who had been dropped miles from the drop
zonea were brought into the command post at about 2000 hours. They had
been successful in their attempt to retum. 'Ihé chief of staff, the
artillery officer, the surgeon, and those members of the intelligence
section, heretofore absent, were among the group. These men had conw
tributed nothing to the operation of the command post during the day.

From the doughboy point of view, however, they had done rather well.

(61) A-11, pe 43 Personal knowledge; (62) A-11, p. 4; Personal knowledge.
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While attempting to reach the command post from the mountain foothills,
they had intercepted & gz'c;up of thirty German soldiers who were re-
treating from the airhead and had engaged in & fire fight with them.
Results of this skirmish showed nine enemy killed and several wounded.
The American group had suffered two wounded and none killed. The re-
mainder of the enemy escaped. (63)

At 2100 hours, Captain Geoffry Sanders*, an Amerdican officer assigned
to the Office of Strategic Services reported into the command ﬁoat and
sought out the intelligence officer. This officer had parachuted into
France some two weeks earlier with the missim to contact the Free French
Forces of the Interior and organize them into guerilla forces to assist
in the operation. He was alse charged with securing information about
the enemy's activity and his intentions. The task force intelligence
officer had been briefed regarding the captaints mission prior to the
assault. The captain gave to the intelligence section what informatien
he had secured. Many of these leads were good ones and, conversely,
some were not so good.

One report Captain Sanders brought in tola of the presence of
approximately 15 enemy tanks near Draguignan. (See Map H) These tanks
presumably were heading toward Le Muy, evidently to counterattack. At
the outset this repop caused & considerable flurry at the command post,
for obvious reasons. The defenses of the task force at the time were
rather skimpy. In evaluating this information, however, it was thought
that the report had been -exaggerated and probably erronecus, Prior in-
telligence had revealed no tank units in that vicinity. The vehicles
reported by the captain, whose aourc§ was & French leader of the Maquis,
were theught to be self-propelled guns of the 1048th Unite In &3 much
as this unit wes not considered to be & strong one, it was concluded
that there were probably less than half of the number reperted. The

report was dispatched to the 517th Combat Team, but was qualified with

(63) Personal statement of Lt Col C. B. DeGavre, Chief of Staff, FABTF.
#Pictitious name for security reasons,
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our evaluation. A later report by the 517th Cambat Team showed the
vehicles to be two or three self-propelled guns moving, not in the
direction of Draguignan and Le Muy, but away from the Allied Troops

as fast as they could go. It should be mentioned here that the Free
Forcea of the Interior, as organized by Captain Sanders, gave valuable
assistence to the First Airborne Task Force in the performance of its
missicne (64)

4o The Capture of Le Muy (See Map I)

The 550th Glider Infantry Battalion crossed the line of departure
to begin the attack on Le Muy at 0230 hours, 16 August, after an artil-
lery preparation had been laid down. Before the objective was reached,
however, enemy close defensive and final protective fires stb";)ped the
advence of the battalion. The attack was called off at that pointe
The battalion was unable to neutralize these enemy fires in the dark,
The troops were then ordered back to the assembly area., Staff officers
from the command post, including the assistant intelligence officer,
were on hand to observe this unsuccessful attempt to take Le Muy. The

X failure of this attack was attributed to the lack of prior reconnaisaance,

The attack was resumed at 1130 hours. This time, as much recon~

\‘ naissence as possible was made, During one phase of t.he.-.ret;onna':l.aaance,

iy \_;
¥
%
X} a patrol led by the battalicn intelligence officer was captured while
w

attempting to probe the defenses of the town, By 1630 hours, after
determined resistance, Le Muy had fallen, The captured patrol was re-

patriated. Approximately 500 enenur soldiers were captured. Many of

these soldiers were service troops of non-Germanic origin. (65)

5, Additional Operations., (See Map J)

During the day of 16 August the 517th Combat Team and the 55lst
Battalion were ordered to Jjoin forces and capture Draguignsn. This
town was the headquarters of the German LXII corpa.. The attack was

lawnched and the town was socn taken. General Ferdinand Neuling ef

(64) Personal knowledge; (65) A~1l, pe 4; Persenal knowledge.



the corps was captured during the actian. Impprtant documenta captured
with the general revealed the order of battle of the corps. These docu=
ments which included situation maps and allied papers were rushed to task
force headquarters. At the command post, after a quick oﬂmtien, the
intelligence officer decided that the papers should be dispatched to VI
Corps headquarters as soon as contact waa made with the ground forces,
(66)

CONTACT WITH GROUND TROOPS

By 1630 hours en 16' August elements of the 191st Tank Battalion
made contact with the airborne forces, They were met by that pertion
of the 509th Battalion which had landed and secured ita drop zone on the
high ground south of Le Muy, (See Map I) This armored group proceeded
immediately inte le Muy where airborne _Troops were mopping up the town,

I was in le Muy waiting to contact the Commending Officer of this
armored group ror the purpose of learning the best route to VI Crops
headquarters. To prove that truth is stranger than fiction, the
officer in charge of the armored group turned out to be ay brother whom
I had not seen for same time.

After securing the necessary information, I made an attempt to con-
tact liaison personnel operating forward of corps headqarters. During
the attempt, I assumed the cleared route to be Highway No. 7. This
assumption was shortly to be proven erroneous, Froceeding down Highway
No. 7 I quickly found myself in eneay territory. The driver of the
Jeep wﬁs the only other occupant of the vehicle., At that point, some
two or thre; miles south of the tom, the enemy was delaying the advance
of the 36th Division. The assistant intelligence officer, needless to
aey, made as hasty a retreat as was possible under the existing clrcum~-
stances, While in eneny t.errito.:y , & four man enemy patrol surrendered
eagerly to me. They were disarmed and sent to the rear. (67)

" Returning to Le Muy, I turned over the documents to corps liaisen

(66) A-11, p. 4-5; Personsl knowledge; (67) Personal lnowledge.



personnel whe had just arrived in the town. 45th Division Troops were
passing through lLe Muy at the time,

This miseion of the First Airborne Task Force was accomplished -
when the mopping up of scattered enemy in Le Muy was completed. (68)

REORCANIZATIN

The task force passed to the contrel of VI Corps and was ordered
to reorganize at Le Muy while maintaining its defenses. It was directed
to be prepared to protect the right flank of the corps on order.

Glider pilots, who had given assistance to ground comminders after
landi.ng, were evacuated to the beaches, The slck and wounded were also
evacuated.

The Second Brigude was released from the task force and evacuated
to Italy., The First Special Service Force, additional troops, and
motor transport were assigned. On 20 August 1944, reorganization was
complete,

The Firat Airborne Task Force was ready for another mission. (69)

A SUMMARY -OF THE OPERATICH

In sumsary, the statistics tor the First Airborne Task Force in
the airborne phase of DRAGOON are &s tollows:

Casualties of United States airborne personnel due to enemy acticn
included 434 killed, capt.ured and missing, and 292 wounded. The Second
Brigade suffered 181 missing in action and 130 waundéd. The brigade
reported 52 killed in action.

Enemy prisoners captured by United States units were approximately
1000, of which about 350 were hastily interrogeted. Those prisoners
captured by the British Brigade totaled 350.

Parachute and glider casualties were 283 men; most casualties wers
glider landing casualties. This involved about 3 percent of the command.

357 of the 407 gliders involved were damaged and were conzidered un—

(68), (69) Personal knowledge.



salvageable, while only 1000 parachutes were recovered,

Fine hundred and elghty-seven sorties were flown during the oper
ation, and over 9000 troops were flown inte the drop and landing zones,
Two hundred ard twenty-one Jespe and 212 artillery pleces were also
flown into the theater,

During the airborne phaes, 287 tons of resupply were dropped by
parachute, but because of wind conditions and laeck of sufficlent tinal
to search the area, only 40 percent of these were found,

A1l flights carried over two million pounds of supplies and equip-

ment into France for the task force, (70)

When considering the act}ﬂties of the intelligence section in
this operation, the ultmtioni‘e:isting there left much to be &sim&
To begin with, the lack of experlence on the part of the assistant in-
telligence officer and other personnel in the sectlon constituted a
definite handicep to the proper completion of the intelligence mission,
The desires of theee individuals to perform properly was apparent, dut
the *know how® was lacking for the most part,

The task force intelligence officer was able to assimilate and
eYaluate the most important eiemnts of intellligence informatiom, but
many additlonal elements of intelligence which qoulﬂ. have been of walue
wers lost in the maze of activity at the command post, The malfunctlon.
ing of the communications equipment was a contributing factor, REven
when the commnications equipment was functioning properly,l inept
classification and precedence assigned out-going messages from the in-
telligence and other sections, made the tasks of commmnications personnel
doubly hard, The resultant factor was too mmch delay in transmigsion
of many of the messages, F\T\B‘

The sectlon failled to collate properly ememy order of battle

(m) 'A’-l! l 114; ‘PS. P-. 14.
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informetion, The G-2 Jjourmal was kept improperly during the perioed,
Botter organization for the interrogation of prisoners of war should
have beer eoffected, No periodic report was prepared to summerize all
eneny information, To state a plain fact, the Asslstant Chlef of Staff,
G-2, because of inexperienced personnel and attrition resulting from
landing was swamped in hia dutles, His abllity to meke a usable estimate
of the enemy situation was evident in spite of all the confusion,

Operating essentlally as a skeletonized staff, the members performed

Q_mny duties not normally comsidered to de in the respective fielis as

\\@ the exigencles dictated, The smooth functioning which was desired was

eondequently lacking,

While the bulk of the responsibility rested with the task force ine
telligence section, 1t should also be pointoﬁ out that the flew of intel-
ligence from subardinate unite as well, left something to be deslired,
Very 11t;t10 intelligence was directed by subordinate units teo the task
force command post durlng thie operation, Again, the lack of adsquate
comminications 1s agsumed to be the contributing factor, ILack of experi-
ence in intelligence activities of gsubordinate unit staff also entered
into this picture,

There wae nc order of battle team, as such, attached to the foree,
A1l order of battle activities were conducted by the offlcers of the in-
telligence section, Because of the qtn# of other duties, only the
highlights of the enemy's order of battle ware correlated, It would
have been advantagecus to have had such a team attached in order to
collate accurately order of battle information,

This operation, when carefully analyzed, adds meri'ﬁ to the current
thivking wherein it is contemplated to make all infantry divisions and
supporting arms alr transportable., While many of the uwnlts in the task
force perfromed admirably in the completion of thelr meveral misslons,
they did not function as smoothly ae they should have, Largely, this

was due to the complexities of the tables of organization and equipment;



some of the units were never intended to be msed as airborme units at
their inception,

While critieising the operation of the First Airborne Task Force
it mst be borne in mind that it wae composed of many different types
of unite which had had only six weeks in which to learn how to get
along with each other, Proops of these units were given a commander
who, while having mmch expeﬂenﬂe and pospeasing valor of the higheat
callbre, knew very little of thelr limliations and capabilities, This
information would have been of insstimabls value to the commander when
determining how to use each unit to 1%s full capability. In eplte of
this disadvantage, the accomplishment of the miseion ﬁas dohe in a
credlitable manner,

The aggreselve attitude of these troops was ﬁot impaired dy the
lack of heavy supporting arms and motor transportation; rather the
Imowledge of this lack gave the troops of the task force a more deter-
mined intentlon to carry the bdattle to the enemy and defeat him,

¥hile complimenting the spirit of the troops, the confuslon whick
was prominent in all units on D-Day should not be minimized, but should
be pointed out as a sltuation to de a.void.ed. in future operations,
Proper training of the soldier should eliminate mich of this confusion,

In analyzing the operations of the ememy, 1t 1s clear that he
suffered severely the lack of commnications which was a result of air-
borne efforts, Commenting before the commander of the Pirst Alrborns
Tagk Force upon his capture, the German General Neuling freely admltted
that he had no knowledge of the disposition of his troops, He further
stated that he had had no information since early on D-Day, at which
time the ailrborme troops landed, He also sdvieed that Gorman intel~

ligence had picked up the diverslonary ﬁeint at Clotat, This inform.
atlon made LXII Oorps reluctant to committany of its reserves,

The presence of non~Bermanic trocps wae a contributing factor to

the early wholesale surrendsr of many enemy troops, Another factor



was the extreme youth of many of the native Germsn troops. Those
unlts composed of seasoned troops, on the other hand, were temacious,
employing counterattack in several sectors and mads the capture of
some obJectives difficult,

It wan apparent from the outsst that the repented losmes sustained
by the enemy had resulted in an inferior type of soldier compared with
the type encountered earlier in the war, At least thls was true in
Southern France. Prisoners processed through the task force cage
bore out this contention forcefully. They appeared to be genarally
weak in physical stamina and expressed, for the most part, a semse of
rellef upon being eaptured,

A situation which further bears out the contention oceourred when
the author found himself in enemy territory while trying to reach VI
Corps personnel, a four man enemy patrol eagerly surrendered,

In concluding the criticism of the airborne phase of the Southern
France operation, I would llke to guote from the report of Col Harvay
Jablonskl, en army observer, to the Commanding Gensral of the Army
Ground Forces regarding the aspects of the operation, "Oharmcteristic
of the fighting qualities dlsplayed by members of The First Alrborne
Task Iorce wvas the enthusiastic mamner in which they unhesitatingly
attacked sueccessive obJectives, desplte the mumerous handicapes which
prevalled, The hostlle oppoeition encomntered, however, was at no time
sufficiently serious to test the full fighting capabilities of the
Force,.es,The noenfly completed airbornme operation DRAGOON was without
doudt the most successful of 1ts kind yet wndertaken by Allied Forces
in this theater, The commanders of both the alrborme and tToop carrier
unlts and their subordinates deserve full credlt for the excellent mannelr
in which they executed this mission,® (71)

It would not normally be within the province of the author to

anslyze the overall operation DRAGOON, TFrom ny limited view as a

(7) &-5, p. 14 - 15,



participant in a subordinate urit of the operation, however, and in
trus democratic style, I womld 1ike %o comment briefly on the aspscts
of DRAGOON, As reported in the inirodmetion to thie study, certain |
persons in high authority kave concluded that the operation would not
be necessary or even beneficlal to the main effort belng condnoted then
in the north, The Supreme Commander, Allied Expedltionary Force, General
of the Army Dwight D, Eiasenhower also reported snch allegations in his
Tecont book Crudade In Furops, In defense of DRAGOON the eupreme com-
mander pointed out that it womid meke availsble more ports and more
supply routes, and thereby help speed the war to an earlier successful
conclusion, (72) | |

The German General Neullng upon capture made the polint that the
success of the Sonthern Prance invasion would do muck to damage the
faltering German morale and in consequence speed the war %o an earller
end,

From the view point of a participant in the airborne phase of
DEAGOON, it ie my belief that the resultant flow of supplies and troops
through ports liberated by thip invaslon contriduted its part to the
final defeat of the German Army,

LESSORS
1, All intelligence, whether verified or not, must be weighed

objectively in the commanders estimate of the eitnation, BHad the intel-

ligence regarding the presencs of anti-air landing stakes in the landing
Zons recelved more conslderation, the resmltant glider casnaltles womid
have been materially less,

2. Prisoner of war interrogation provides the best and most

accurate source of enmemy information to tactical units engaged in batile,

This information is good, however, only if i1t has beer properly subetan~
tlated and evalusted,

(72} A-15, p. 181 - 183,



3, An 1ntoliiéanoe ataff of a tactical mnis mu.qt have a thorough
organization of 1t_.s a.étivities,-r i1f it is to provide the commander with
a sound estimate of the enemy situation,

4, A detalled study of appropriate terrain models and serial
photgrapha -o_f target areas 1s essential to the proper planning of an
a.i:‘bofn.e miesion behind ememy lines, The inabllity of alrborne oom-
manders to conduot personal ®on the spot" recornalssance makes this need
cbvious,

5. Each individnsl in comdat must be intelligence-minded if he is

to expect his unit to be properly committed to action, All possible

bite of enemy information must be directed to the commander and hig
staff so as to be evaluated and used to the unit!e maximum ad.vanta.ge
and to the enemy'e maximmm disadvantage,

€, ®Troop carrier pilots mmst be o::_pe'rt in the technique of navig-
atlon when transporting airborne troops o a target area, When the very
lives of all tha alrborne troops are at stake when dropped apsrt from
the main ¢roop release, there can be no justification for navigational
failures, The dropping of some 45 Planeloads of parachutiste 25 miles
from drop zonee in this operation would have been fatal in consequence
for many of ﬁhan, bhad the enemy besen more tenacious, The climatic
conditions which affect navigation must alwayse be eaTefully considered
and. antlcipated, if possible, in advance of future alrberne operations,

7. Commnications mst be maintained at all costa and alternate
means provided in the tables of equipment of combat units, The sarly
loss of commmmications on the morning of D-Day placed General Houling
in such a dilemma, the consequence of which led to the early surrender
and capture of his command, Conversely, the lack of commmications on
the same day slowed the ‘pragress of The Pirst Alrborne Task Force, The
task force would have been in serious trouble because of this lack had
the enemy counterattacked in force on D-Day,

B, ‘:?fs@ply of a:lrbo‘n_:.e troops mst be maintained according to
sched:ule..i. It is mandatory thet resupply .planes drop such supplies at
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clearly defined prearranged locatione, Alr-ground lilaison with respect
$0 resupply must be of the highsst type, The fact that a bulk of the
resupply intended for United States alrborne troops fell into the hands
of the civilians and Britisgh units waa due directly to the lack of the
above mentioned factorn;

9. Allra.ir:borna troopa uhet}}er infantry, artillery or englneers,
met be prepared, on occasion, to fight as infantry soldlers, The in-
cldent at St, Tropez demonstrates amply thie statement, Training of a.li
alrborne soldiers imn the future must include some dasic infantry iadivi-
M training,

10, l_lotq_r tmsportat:log in modern warfare on open terrain is a
factor which, in many instances, holds the key to success in battle,
The serlous lack of mﬁtor transportation of the enemy contrlbuted to
his defeat, On the other side of the pleture, airborne soldlers of
the future must have better means of motor transport than that enjoyed
by the airborne troops participafing in this operation,

11, Audaclty and aggressivenees must be imbued in the minds of all

) _a_h_‘_bon?gmgoﬂ}ﬂi__ers, 1f they are to accomplish their usually assigned

mesions behind enemy 1ines, Thege attitudes, however, must never

precludes basic common sense on the part of leadere and such eaution
' \ as this sense dlctates,



