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THE OFERATIONS OF 2D SQUADRON, 124TH CAVALRY
REGIMENT SPECIAL 1IN THE BATTLE OF KNIGHT'S HILL
29 JANUARY ~ 2 FEERUARY 1945
(CENTRAL PURMA CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Squadron Commander)

INTRODUGT ION

This historical analysis covers the operations of the 24 Squadron,
124+th Cavalfy Special in the battle of Knight's Hill 29 January =
2 Februsry 195, |

To orisnt the readarrit iz first necessary to consider briesfly the
sequence of svents prior to the committment of the Mars Task Force, of
which the 24 Squadron, 124+th Cavalry Spacial Qas a‘part.

Betwsen Dacember 1341 and February 1942, ths Imperial Japaness Army
conquered the Philippines, Thailand, the Dutch Eagt Indies and threatsned
Burma. (1) For American strategy to be successful it was necessary then
that China continue to engage a portion of Japan's south Asiatic flank,
For this reason the Allies planned to hold Burma, which was Chima's only
remaining effective bridge of dontacf with the outside world, (See Map A)
(2) |

Oﬁ 18 February 1942, Singapore fell and with it the entirs Malayan
defenss cordon was gone, The front was pushed northrrapidly by the onrush-
ing Japanese. (See Map 4) (3) In March 1942, General Stilwell assumed
command of Allied forces. By mid-April 1942, the Japanese had pushed their
attack through the dirt roads and jungle of Thailand and had hit'tho
eastern flank of the Chinese lines at Loilem, destroying the Chinsse 55th
Division. (4) At the sams time, the caenier of the Allied line at
Yonangy;ung collapsed and the lst Burmess Division was forced back. The
remaining British forces withdrew cver the Chindwin River into Indis, and
the Chinese forces withdrew north up the gorges of the Salween River.

(See Map B) )
(1) a=6, p. 143; (2) A-3, p. 29; (3) A-1l, p. 313; (4) a-3, p. BB.
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The combat efficiency of the Japanese forces was very high, as was
demonstrated by the force and speed with which their attack split the
hastily assembled British=Chinese Army at Loilem and Yenangysung into

seversal parts. Thus, Burma was added to Japsn's conquest.

7

///’ : WEATHER AND TERRAIN

/// The Japanese victory in Burms gave them control of all communication
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routes and also control of opsrational areas least affected by the momsoon,

The monsoon season in the Burme area (periods of heavy rainfall) ends in

_ October and the weather is comparatively dry and cold until March or May,

at whieh time the weather bsecdmes unbearably hot end ramﬁina so until it
is broken by the heavy rains which fall dwring the summer months. The
woather, as well as the terrein, is an impoftant factor to consider in
wmilitary cperations in Burma.

| Burma is shaped like & hand and is en extemsion of the "Roof of the
World®, bounded on all sides by high mountains. As the hand dividas_into
fingers, so Bﬁrma splits into ranges running southward. These ranges are
high, steep, and abrupt. Beiween the ranges flow four large rivers,

the Saiwaen, the Sittang, the Irrawaddy, and the Ghindwin, It iz aleng the

velleys formed by these rivers that all important compunicatlon routes are

located. The Japanese bslieved that by controlling the coast line, rivers
and roada of Burma, their forces sould efiectively block any major sllled
force; and the only way an attack oould be launched against them would be

from the south through the port of Rangoon. (See Map C)

e After General Stilwell walked out of Burma he lissued his clasgic
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statement which described what happened to the-Allias in Burma: "'I claim
we got & hell of a beating. We got run out of Burma and it is bhumiliating |
as hell. I think we ought to find out what caused it, go back, and

retake it.'™ (5)

(5) A=3, p. 106.



GENERAL PLAN

In 1944, under +the Northern Combat Area Command, the British 36th
Divigion, the Chinese 1lst and &th Armies, and Merrill's Marauders bega.n
" their long trek back to Burma. The drive of these forces culminated in
the capture of Myitkﬁna airfield on 17 May 1944, and the first phaze of
the Northern Burma campaign endsd. In the south, the British 14th Army
was re;a.dy at Imphal to drive eastward toward ths plain above Mandalay.

(See Map C)

NORTHERN COMBAT AREA COMMAND MISSIOH

The over=-all misgion of the NCAC was to capture Lashic, to sscure the
Stilwell Road, which had besen built from Ledo, India to Myitkyina, Burma,
and to insure an open land route to China. (6) To do this the British
36th Division was to advence south along the Myitkyina-Mandalay ré.ilway
corridor. The Chinese &th Army (22d and 50th Divisions) was to move south
parallel to the Bpitish 36th Division; and the Chinese lat Army {(30th and
38th Divisione) was to move on the route Bhamo, Namkham, and Lashio.

(See Map C) 0n éa July 1944, General Order No, 85, HQ USAF was issued
activa-i:in'g the 53324 Brigade (provisional), later to be known as the Mars
Task Force. This force replaced Merrill's Marauders which was de-activated
in August, 1944. (7)

_ The Mars Task Force was composed of the units and organization as

ghown on the following pags.

(7) A-Z, p. 28‘
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The Mars Task Force was organized to operate as a long range
penatration wnit. By dofinition, a long range penetration unit is a
apecial task foréc organized with the specific mission of operating deep
in the enemy rear in conjunetion with larger units. The organization, as
such, prevented utilization of normal methods of supply and necessitated
that Class L and Clasz V supplies be air dropped. The forward troops
‘wers supplied by air from Dinjan, requiring an air turn-around of 600 |
miles, (See Map b) (8) March perials were of battalion or.squadron size.
They received aupplies svery three days. Class I supplies air-dropped
during this operation consisted chiefly of C or K rations supplementaed by
fruit juicea and peanuta. This type of supply required an highly efficient
means of communication and also crsated other special problems, inoluding
evacuation of casualties. Evacuation had to be accomplished by liaison
planes (L=5'8) from air stripe built by the using unit. Becauss of this
pituation, it waa sometimes necessary sither to evacuate casualties to the
rear by mule or litter to an air strip, or %o move them forward with their
units. Hospitalization waz junglo'improvissd, but the Hediﬁal Detachmerrt
| did 211 that was possiblse untillclearings could be mades in which evacuation
planes could land and take of?. |

In this particular operation, units of battalion sizo.waro given
objectives such as hills‘or towns. Gensrally, no bound;fias ware asgignad
rostricting manauver bécauso some units were operating well forward of the
Chinase divisions who were pushing the Japanese foress into trail and road

blocks which had been established by the long range penetration unit.

ORGANIZATION OF THE 124TH CAVALRY REGIMENT SPECIAL

The 124th Gavalry Regiment Special was re~organized by Memorandum
 Order datsd 28 September 1944, into a Regimental Staff, Regimenial Head-
quarters and Headquartsrs Troop, and three squadroné. The term ﬁspacial“

(8) A-5, p. 43.
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was attached to the 124th Cavalry Regiment becauss its organizatioﬁ differed

from that of 2 cavalry regiment. This organization can best be shown by

the following chart.
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Each squé.dron haadqua.ﬁ.ars troep had an e‘nlistad strength of 191 ;;en
end sach rifle troop had = sirength of 142 eilisted men. The 24 Squadron was
authorized a s-tr.ength of 30 officers 'and:GSB. anl‘iétid 'mcn, btrt.' at no time
did this squadron reach its suthorized T/0 strength. The 124th Cavalry
Regiment Speciel was orgzanizad s:l.‘mila,r.ly t0 an infaniry regiment, the main

differences besing that each rifle platoon was composed of three tan-msn
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squada end each rifle troop had a weapon section consisting of en 8l-mm

mortar squad and a light machine gun section. The heavy wespons platoon

o! squadron headquarters and headquartérs troop was made up of & heavry

machine gun section of four machine guns and an 8l-um mortar section of

four 8l-mm mortars. MNules were used for packing 8l-mm mortars, machine

gune, ammunition, kitchen packs, and radios. (9) A e
50wyt

: 27 iy "

A
TRAINING FOR THE MISSION - F‘haca‘,,m

Aﬁ intensive jungle training program, oonsisting of a series of;attacf
problems from squad through squadron levels wﬁs carried on at Camp Landisz,
located eleven miles north of Myitkyins, Burma, during November and
December 6f 1944, The treining in this period emphesized establishment and
detectiop of ambushes, jungle lore, physical conditioning, perimeter defense,
and employment of platoons as socurity forces. During this poriod mn
RPesprit de corps” was built up through a friendly competitive, cooperative
spirit among units in all phases of traiming; and speclal emphasis was
Placed on physical training, At the completion of this training period,
&ll men were hardened, confident, and ready for combat. Their mofale was
very high as a result 6f this thorough training and confidence in their:

leaders. (10)

THE MARCH TO MQNGJ!I

On 17 December 1944, the 124th Cavalry Regiment Special started its
marcﬁ to Mong~¥i, Burma, marching in three serials., The order of march
was ist, 24 and 34 Squadrons with Regimental Haadquartnfp and Headﬁuartera
Troop marching with the 2d Squadron. The formation used in the 2d Squadrdn :
was column of files. The column was organized with the I and R snd EKachin
platoons oﬁarating in front of the main bodj by an hour's march, followsd
by the war dogs, the point, advance party, advance guard, and lastly the
(9) Personal knowledge; (10) Personal knowledge.
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main body. The terrain over which the ragiment mn.rchadAin the following
weeks was mountainous and covered with jungle. In ths Schweli River area
the hills wers choppy and stesp. On some dajs, ag oﬁ 3 January 1945, the
2d Squadron marched only sight milas, all of which was up hill. The average
grndiaﬁt wag 12% and it was found necessary after this march -I:e.'le-b sach
iroop set its owﬁ Pace on the steeper gradients and when marching in mud,
{(11) The march scheduls would genaxfally avolve itself into marching five
or ten minutes, halting for a minute, and sontinuing on, taking either a
five~ or ten-minute rest in sach hour. Marching on these pret;ipitous
trails was strenucus and exhausting and required the utmost in physical
sndurance. |

On 12 Jenuary 1945, the 2d Squadron arrived at Mong-Wi, Burme, where
the entirs Mars Task Force was being asSoﬁblod. During -l;hc march from
Camp Landis to Mong~-®i, the 24 Squadron hadl ma.rﬁhed a distance of 228 mlles

in twenty marching days, averaging 11.4 miles per day., (Ses Map D) (12)

MISSION OF MARS TASK FORCE

‘\QM\

At Mong=-Wi the Mars Tesk Force wag given the miasmn of capturing the

bigh hill magaes surrounding the Ha.mhpakka-Hosi Valley wast of the Burma

ﬁ Road., This valley would give tha force a valley suitable for supply and

evacuation purposes and would furnish positions from which operations
«"’Py‘ could be conducted to cut the Japanase lineé of communications, to destroy
their installations, block their escape routes, and further the over-all

w -miseion of the NCAC. (At this time the Chinese 22d, 30th, and 38th

Divisions were in the vicinity of Namkham pushing south.) (See Map D) (13)

R o MARCH TO NAMHPAKKA-HOSI VALLEY

S . ) . '
lt? @5' The 1st and 3d Squadrons of the 124th Cavalry Regiment Special moved
"Q\\ out on 15 and 16 Janusry 1%45. The 2d Squadron was delegated to stay

o “‘\ {11) Psrsonal knowledge; (12) Parsonal knowlsdge; (13) Personal knowledgs
Y‘ \:F and A-4, p. 133.
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behind with the brigade forward echeln; as guard and r?serve. (12) Tt
was necessary to insure thet the air strip at Mong-Wi be held until auch
time as the main part of the ﬂars Task Force haed reached lts objegtivis.

On 19 January 1945, the 2d Squadron pulled in gll trail blocks that
had bean established and with brigade headquarters sttached, started moving
tc join the rest of the regiment. The zquadron marched over mountain
ranges rising to an elevation of 7400 faset and on 29 Janua?y 1945, it start-
eod tha lest leg of ite march into its battle position. "Tokyo Rose”, &
few days later broadcast that American paratroopers had‘dropped t¢ this
roadside position bshind their lines. The Japs had nct balisved the merch

possible. (15)

THE SQUADRON SITUATION

On 28 January 1945, the day before the 24 Squadron reachad Namhpakka=-
Hosi Valley, the Squadron commander dispastched his adjutant and one saection
of the I and R flatoon to0 procure information and to act as a quartering ;
party to guiﬁa the squadron imto its exact area of employment. As the
squadron gtarted down into the valley in column of files from Man Ning, it
wag brought under sporadic artillery fire, This shelling lasted for about
ten-minutes when supporting artillerf from the 613th Fleld Artiilsry
Battalion began delivering cOuntaribaftary firs. Even though the squadron
was stretched out over two miles, there were no casualtiss from this shell=-
ing, primarily bacause the trail was on the side of a stesp slops and_had'
numerous turns which provided 6uvor. Most of the shells exploded above or
below the trail. (Sae Map E) :
////,/’1235'—\Th| 2d Squadron moved into the Qalloy the morning of 29 January 1945.
The squadron.commander went forward to the Regimental CP to contact the
2d Squadron adjutant and the regimental commander. Thers he was'issuod a
warning order to be prepared to attack, further details as to time and
Place were to be sent to him later., Other than that he received very
(14) a-2, p. 135; (15) A-2, p. 139.
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little information except that the 24 Squadron was to be placed in tﬁa
genaral area of Troop B. He also learned that the 2d Squadron adjutant

was not present and that he had left sarlier that morning for the lst
Squadron area té watch Troop A make an attack. Meanwhile Troop 4, command~
ed by Major William A. Locke (then Captain) had launched one of the most
successful attacks of the campaign against a Jap-held hill whare 24 Japaneae
were killed against two killed and seven wounded in Troop A. (16)

Moving toward the general mres formerly occupied by Troeop B, the aQund-
ron commander meét Lieutsnant Colonsl Ripstra, lst Squadron Commander, and
learned the ontiro.situation. Troop B had bssn moved to the left of
Troop A. Troop O was several miles to the rear, and the lst Squadron's
defense was thinly held with very little depth. Thers was approximately
a 200 yard gap in a draw betwesn the lst and 3d Squadrons' positions. It
was ocbvious +that the lst Squadron needed support to hold newly won
positions. (See Map E)Y (17)

After discussing the tactical gsituation with Lieutenant Colonel Ripstra,
the 2d Squadron Commender made his estimate of the situstion and issusd an
order to employ Troop F betwesn the lst and 3d Squadrons; Troop E 200 yards
40 the rear of the 1st Squadron to protect the flanks and the rsar of the
lst Squadron; and Troop G was given the duo-mission of establishing a trail
bloeck and prn%actiﬁg the air drop ﬁnnq, which was a critical arsea and vitai
to the very sxistence of the command. The seven mortars of the 24 Squad-
ron wers employed under squadron conirol and placed in a draw behind
Troop F aﬁd 3d SquadrOn, The mortars were registered and concentrations
rlanned to the front of lst Squadren, Troép F and the flanks of Troop# E
and G. (Sees Map E) (18)

At about 1600 the same day, the adjutant of the 24 Squadron arrived
at the CP and was asked by the squadroﬁ commander to sccount for his'actinna

(16) Perzonal knowladge, Statement of Major William A. Locke on 29 January
1945; (17, 18) Personal knowladge.
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during the past five hours. The adjutant replied that he had been watoh~
ing Troop A make fhéir attack. Irked at his nonchalance toward the
migsion ha had besn given, the'&quadron commander informed him that‘ha
was relieved as adjﬁtgnt bacause he'had disregarded his dhty and dirscted
him to find himaelf a nev home. (19}

About 1700 a wounded Japtnese prisomer (the second of two prisoners
saptured by the Regiment) was BEOught by the 23 Squadron CP. During
interrogation, the pPrisoner revealed fhat the lat Squadron would be
attacked twice that_night in an attempt to dislodge it from its newly
won -positions. |

| At 2115, 29_Januafy 1945, thé Japaness opened up their first atiack
of estimated company strength.with mortars, machine gen fire and grenadas
from a draw northeaat of the positiona of the 1st Squadrbn. It was dering
this ettaeck that the linas of sound-ppwered telephones running ffom the
obssrver to the gun positions in the 13t Squadfon wore knocked out.
Lientenant Purdy, lat Squadron 5~3, coniacted the 2& Squadron and asked
for supporting mortar fire. As soon as the requsst wae.racsivad, ali
seven mortars opeﬁe& up on prearranged targets. The mortar fire ceme in
closa to the front line troﬁps of the lst Squudfon and was wery
ingtrumental in breaking up fhe 6L eIy atta#k in & aﬁd B Troop sectors
which had received the brunt of the attack. (See Map E) Excitement ran
high in the anticipation of the second attack. The night wae chilly, but
not as cold ez it seemed. Beads of perspiration stood cut on the brows
of most of the men. Everyone wag anxiously awaiting the sttack, wondering
“From what direction, whose sector, what strength?” It wasn't long unmtil
these questiong were answerad,

At 0015, 30 January 1945, a second attack was made by the Japanese
from the Same draw and the same direction, but it lacked the-punch nseded
(19) Personal knowledge.
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end was soon brokem up by concentrafions_of mortﬁr fire and machine gum
tire,

At 0100, 30 Jenuary 1945, a request again came from 5~3 of the lst
Squadron asking thgt the 24 Squ#dron commit a troop to dislodge the anemy
from a draw into which it.h;d withdrawn. The Zd Squadron Commander po;ntcd
out that there would be no particular advantags in jumping off intﬁ an
attack since the enemy hed taken no‘poaitiona and the advantage in this
situation pertainly w;g with the defander.

At 0130, 30 january 1945, regimanial headquarters notifisd the 24
- Sgquadror Commander to attach-oﬁe 4troop to support the lat Squadrnﬁ at day-
break. A guide would be sent from regimental headquarters to move the
designated troop into position. Troop E was given fhis mission. (See Map E)

At daybreak the same morning, the guide {who happaned to bs the
adjutant reiiovad from the 2d Squadron the day befors) met Troop E and
guided it to its position, which was on B Troop's exposed left flank. From
the information received the night before it appeared that Troop E would
bave to fight to relieve the preszurs on B Troop's flank; but when Troop E
arrived at its new position, there was no snemy present. Troop E atarted

digging in.

RECONNATSSANCE

Early the morning of 30 January 1945, the 24 Squadron received an
overlay iype order showing its objectives. The day of attack was tantati?oly
schaduled for 31 Iaﬁuary 1945; the time was to be designated by the squad-
ron commender. The hill mass which was the objective fofmad a ridge that
was 1600 =~ 2000 yards sast and northsast of the 2d Squadron front lines.

The hill was covered with scrubby oak and dry grass. TFrom a wmap siudy,
the hill appeared to be about 1400 yards in length and 800 jards in

width. Even though there was good observation from a hill occupied by

14



the 3d Squadron, it was very difficult to determine the exact natwrs of
the terrain.

The 24 Squadron Commander étarted on a reconnaissance, taking with
him the 2d Squadron S=3, the weapons platoon commaﬁder, a radio operafor,
and two messengers. No aéonef had the party arrived on the forward zlope
of the hill opcupied by the 3d Squadron than the Japanese grsetsd it with
geven salvos of T7-mm artillery fire. Tﬁe party immediately took cover in
nearby fox holes of soldiers from Troop L. It was now apparenti ihy the
77-om gun was called the "whizz~bang", since all that could be heard from
the weapon was the "whizz" of the projectile coming in, then a terrific
bang. 1If a porson heard the bang, hs had reamson to assumo that he was safe.

Tha party remained in the forward-slope hill position of 3d E8quadron
observing and studying the 4errain and then moved along tﬁe front lines
toward Troop F. As the party nesred Troop F it was again brought under
fire from the sams Japﬁnasa 77-mm guns, but fortunately no one was hit.

At Troop F the squadron commander_talked with Lieutenant Knight, Troop
Commander, and learned that during the nighi thers had been an unusual
emount of truck movement out to his fronmt;furthermore, the Japanese could
be heard cutting trees. From this information it could bs assumed that the
Jaﬁnnese wore reinforcing their positions as weli ag re=-gupplying.
Ligutenant Knight also stated that during the previous night his troop had
not fired 2 shot as it had been quiet along his front but that all "hell"
had broken loose to his lef{. -

While the squadron commander was at the F Troop GP, American C=-47's,
flying throagﬁ the draw over Troop F to ra-supply at the drop zone were
receiving rifle and machine gun firs from Japaﬁaso positiona to the froﬁt.
(1t wns.on one 0f these occasions that the Air Corps reported six of their
planeélriddled and one of their kigkers killed,) (20) It was impossible
(20) A=~2, P. 180. | |
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to pick up any smoke or flash from the concealed positions of the Japanese
in the jungle growth beyond F Trooﬁ and only the distinctive crack of iheir
machine gun fire could be heard. I4 is felt that much of $he fire placed
on the C-47's could have beeﬁ sliminated if the air liaison officer had
but notified the pilots of the situation and advised them to approach the
drop field over friendly lines rather than flying low over énemyﬂhald
positions. (21)

The 24 Squadren Gnmmandgr and party continued from F Troop CP on to
A Troop's positioq and arrived there juwst in time to see a platoon from
Troop C moving out.on reconnaissance to determine exact locgtion of
Japanese positiona. -The patrel moved straight out from A Troop's front
lines in column of two's with two officers leading. The patrol moved abowt
75 yards when it drew fire from ®nambus" (Japanese light machine guns) of
the Japanese defonsive poaitions. One of the officers was hit and the
other one stayed with him. Ths machine guns from the 1zt Squadron immadiatsly
engaged the Japanese guna in a briak‘fire fight which lasted several, minutes
before fire superiority waalgained and firing coased. The patrol returned
~without the two officers. It was learned froﬁ the men in the patrol that
one of the office?a had been hit on the initisl buret of fire and that the
other officer had stayed with him ordering the patrol to returﬁ. - The body
of one of the officers was later recovered; the body of the other was
never found. (See Maﬁ B)

.Thé 24 Squadron Commander went from Troop A on into Troop E pogitions
and inspected the dispositions of troops. As a result of this inspection,
the Squadrorn Commander seant a measagé t+0 have Troop G occupy E Troop'’s old
position since it was felt that from this new position Troop G could better
gupport both Troops E and F.

The ﬂquaﬁron ¢ommander and perty then ;etﬁrnad to the 24 Squadron CP
(21) a2, p. iBD. |
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and it wes learned that:ordars from regiment had been received that the

attack scheduled furlal January 1945, would be delayed until 2 Febyruary 1945,
The reason given for the delay was to allow more time to ciear all casualties
from the portable surgical hospital prior jo the big attack. Poﬁtﬁonameni

of the attack allowed all unit commanders more time for further reconnaissance
and planning.

A request was made by the Squadron S«3 through the air llaison officer
at rogiment for an air strike on the objeotive using napalm bombs. This
requeat was denlsd ainca all aircraft had been allotted for other misalons,

A faquaat for the use of an I~5 plane to fly over the assigned objective
Ww&E aiso made, but this request was alsc denied as no. Planes were availabls,

During the night of 30 3anuary 1945, the 24 Squadron_rocoived inter=~
mittent axtillery rire; Japanese patrols were active firimg with their
nambus machine guna attemptiﬁg to0 draw fire and faél out positlions of
Tro&ps B, F, and @. About all that was eccomplished by these nuisance
raids was to interfere with the men's sleep. ‘ ‘

On 231 Inﬁunrj 1945, further reconnaissence was made by the 24 Squadren
Commander and his staff of the high gréund east of Mong-Noi., Major
How Chan Wen, 2d Battalion, 89th Regiment, 80th Division, New lst Chinese
Army was contacted and the dlsposition of his Ghinese troops were pointed
out. neanvhiio a ggction of the I and R Platoon was sent on patrol to the
front of Troop F with the mission of locating disposition of engmy'weapona
and-poaitions.. It was while the Bquadron ﬁaﬁmandar and hie staff wore on
reconnaissqﬁca here that two Japanesae were spotted at s fange of about
300 yards, The équadz:on commander was armed with a carbine znd didn't
fire since it was doubtful whether the Japs could be hit at that range
and to have fi;ad on them would have disclosed his position. The party
then mqved on tc the high ground in the area where they.couid get a better
view of the objective. |
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THE 2D SQUADRON PLAN OF ATTACK

The squadron ¢ommander, after deliberation, arrived at a decision and
formulated a tentative plan for the attack of the objective. The two
courses of action open to the squadron sommander w;fe: (1) to make &
frontal attack through lst Squadron, or (2) to meke a withdrawal from
present poaitioné t0 the northeast and envelop the enemy on the enemy's
right flank. Ths latter ﬁlan was declded upon. The troop commanders were
called forward to a ventage point from which the objective could be seen J
and the following oral order was issuned: (Sea Map F)

1, "Enemy estimeted to be & weak, understrength company ocoupy
- that hill, Dispesition of the lzt and 34 Squadrons are
known to you. 24 Battalion, 8%th Regiment, (Chinesse)
ocoupy the arsa to our right and rear.
2. "The 2d Squadron attacks 020620 Fébruary 1945, and will.
| capture that high hill with baretspot.on top. |
3. "Troop F will be on the right, Troop G on the left.
Troop E will capture this high ground prior to 020620
February 1945, and be ready to aupport'the atf&ck
initially by fire and continue the attack on crder.
a. ‘Line of departure will bs that draw over which
| that fence cuts diagonally.
b. "All mortars will be under squadron control.
¢. "The Haehine Gun Platoon is attached to Troop E.
I and R Platcon will maintain a sersen along the
high ground to insure that mo enemy ambushes are
set up in this ares prior to the attack and will
send out patrols to determine whether or not
that ground is dccupied.
d. “"The 613%thk Field Artillery will guppurt the attack.
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8. "The lat Squadron will make a feint to atiack at
0600 and in sddition will send & combat patrol
down that trail,

f. "The 24 Battalion, 82th Chinese Regiment will
support by maqhins gan fire to right.of our
objective.

g« "Plan for reorganization is for Troop F to turn
right and dig in on the wezt slope of the crest
of the hill. Troop G will twm left and dig in
on the eazt alope of the crest. Troop E will ocome
up the center toward the crest and tie in with
Troop F on.its right and Troop G on its leit.

4; "pdministrative details will be issued later in the complete
written ordar.

5. "“The Squadron CP will be in Mong~Noi, Radio silence from
now on until H how minus five. It is now 1400; Any
questions?® (22)

After the oral order was issued to the troop Jcommanders, Troop E was
directed to send a platoon to establiszsh an ambush on the Mong-Noi « Hpa-pen
trail 500 yards southeast of Mong=Noi, as Japanese had been reported moving
on thisltrail. This platoon of Troop E was reinforced by & section of
heavy machine guns. The forward echelon of the 2d Squadron CP moved to
Mong~Noi laté the afterncon of 31 January 1945. (23)

The platoon of Troop E sstablished its ambush and during the night
of 31 January 1945, received mortar fire which was believed to have been
from mortars of the lat Squadron; Fragments of-shells which were examined
the next morning verified_this assumption and indicated that they were
American mortar shails. The 24 Squadron S-=3 was directed to coordinate
(22, 23) Personal knowledge.

19



. with 18t Squadron and to let lst Squadron know of the trail block which
had been establishad.by the 2& Squadron. During the night of 31 January -
1l February 1945, there was the usual Japaﬁesa night activity of akirting |
around the perimutar-and of firing their light machine gune. Intermittent
artillery fire feli ‘during the nigka-l: on G Troop positions, resulting in

several casualties in the troop.. (See Map F) (24)

PREPARATION FOR ATTACK

On 1 Fahruari 1945, preparations for the attaék continued. Supply
installations and dumps were éataﬁliahed near Mong-Noi. The 24 Squadron
5~2 established an OP on the high ground north of the objective hill.

Az soon am it was est;blished it received zeveral direct hits from Japanese
artillery. This necessitated construction of another OP tﬁat night. The
one which hﬁd been destroyed was set up as a dwmy OP. The 2524 Quarter-
master pack troop moved up Qith amnunition loads for the squadron ammunition
supply poinf and continued to make preparations in packing smmunition se

it would be ready to push its mule trains forward with the at;acking troops.
Informatioﬁ was received from Regimental Hesdquarters 1 February 1345, that
the 114th Chinese Regiment would attack 020620 February 1945; on the left

of the 2d Squadron and drive toward Sao-pong. This information was
encouraging inasmgch as Troop @ would not bave to worry about its left
flank. |

To complicate matters further, the 24 Squadron 5-~3 showed the squadron
dommander a written message that had arrived fﬁr information of all concerna-
ed from Colonel Willis J. Tack, Chief of Staff of the ﬁrignds, which in
substance stated that the theater stock of 81lwmm ammunition HE {light)
was exhausted. The artillery liﬁison officer had just notified the 2d
.Squadron Commander that the 613th Field Artillery Battalion was also low
on artillery ammunition. {25)

(24, 25) Personal knovledge.
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The I and R Plntooﬁ hgd gpotted a few pnéitiona ﬁn its reconnaizsance
patrol in the valley. Artillery fire was called for and placsed on the
approximate locations of the Japanese positions. Whether this artiliary
fire was effective was not determined.

By noon 1 February 1945, all plans had been completed for a
coordinated attack. Thé fire support plan called for artillery concentrations
on positions in front of the lst Squadron at 0600 and on the objective hill
at H=5, The 24 Squadron mortars and machine guns were tc open up H=2.
Tha 24 Battislion, Chinese B9th Regiment, was to support the attack with
machine guns alse. The aid station was moved to Hﬁng-Noi and established
_ near an American poftable-surgiual hospital which was supporting the

Ghinese 89th Regiment. This insured early tréatmant of cagualties,

Artangemaﬁts were made for uha_of the Ragimental I and R Platoon az an
.evacuation team under Csptein J.V.H. Davis., {(26)

 The night of 1 February 1945, the village of Mong-Nol was shellad by

Japanese ertillery and several natife-th&tched huts iere set afire. These
huts, which wers comstructed of bamboo, literally exploded and the_antire
area was illuminated for several minutes with the same brilliance as if
flares had been used. |

' THE WITHDRARAL

The platcon from Troop E which had estgbliahgd the ﬁmbush rejoined

its troop and with it occupied the high ground about llQO yards east of
Hong;Noi by 012000 Fabruary 1945, Troop E was now in pesition to support
the attack by fire. (See Map F) ' |

Shortly #ftar dark 1 Febrﬁary 1945, Troop G quietly mo?ad from its

position behind let Squadron into an asgambly area southsast of Hong-ﬂbi,

In the eerly morning of 2 February 1945, Trocp F withdrew from its positions
between the lst and 3d Squadrons into an assembly afaa. This difficult
might maneuver which involved a withdrawal from the perimeter was exscuted
(26) Parsonsl knowledga.
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by F and G Troops over deceptive wooded terrain in & skillful WAND G«
Prior planning, reconnalssance, training, and leadership were the
contributing factora in its successful execution. (See Map F)

At 020600 February 1945, the 1st Equadron sent 2 psfrol up the draw
to the left of ite position with the mission of attracting the attention
of the enemy. At the same time, the lst Squadron opened up with a heavy
volume of fire feinting an attack to its immediste front. The 2d Battalion
5f the 89th Chinese Regﬁhent gave fire support with machine gun fire Irﬁm
their position, firing to the right of the 2d Squaarén'a objestive., At
H¥5; supporting artillery fire fram the 613th Field Artillery Battalion

opened up, and radio communisstion was established on the SCR 300. (27)

e

--——~l~-“-1<:THE ATTACK
’/x’/ﬁﬁanwhile, in the attack ares everyone snxiocusly awalted H hour.

rﬁjE:citemént mounted and the men ﬁeﬁvoualy mﬁde last mimate inspectiona of
weapons, ammunjition, and equipment. A few men finiahod.pﬁ-kting an edge
of raezor sharpness on thelr trench knives. The aiiuation vas tens;, for
averj goldier know the ptage was sst; this is what they had.trained for;
this was no dry run; this was it. This would be & "dog eat dog" fight.
Even though the policy in the 24 Squadron was to teke prisoners, sveryone

sensed a feeling in his heart that there would be none takea. Both sides

.,\‘
\

“\7 reslized that this "game” was for keeps.

\\””“"Tﬁg-;ziilar in that early dawn of 2 February 1945, was cold gnd clear;
visibility was good oxcept for a haze which clung several feet above the
ground. At 020620 February 1945, F and G Troops crosssd the line of
departure; Troop E, with its four sttached machine gung, supporied the
_uttack from its position. "As skirmishers™ formation was used by Tréopde
and & with two platoona forward a._nd ona‘ba.ck a5 they orossed tha line of
departure. Thse Chinese 114tﬁ Regiment did not jump off as scheduled. (28)
(27, 28) Perscnal knowledge.
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This left G_Troop's left flank exposed. The 24 Squadron Commander with
his S=3 and party were in the OF anziously awaiting information. - ﬁSe§ Map F)

Troop F moved rnpidly end in afproximately 35 minutes was near the
top of the gbjective. During the approach Troop F sncountered only ons
Jepanese of ficer and one soldier in the drew. Lieutenant Hyatt, F Troop
Executive Offlicer, was wounded by s grenade thrown by the Jap officer
before he and the Jap soldier were shot down. (29)

Lieutenant Enight, F Troop Commander, called on the SCR 300 stating,
"Other than those two Japs, looks like thers’s nothing up here." The 2d
Squadron Commender directed him to turn to his right and start digging in
as praeviouwsly planned. It was at this time that_Lioutenant-Enight came
upon two pillboxes, which he grenaded. Then he called back to his men,
"Come up, there's a whole nest of them." Lieutenant Knight meved into
the center of ; group of mutually supporting emplacements, throwing érenndaa
inte the oPenings aﬁd' firing hisz carbine when he could. He was initially
wounded from ensmy grenades and fife, but kept on fighting and shouting
encouragement to his men from whers he lay. A few minutes later he wvas
killed. For his actions he was awardad posthumously the Congressional
Msadal of Honor. This was the oniy one uwardsd.in the CBI Theater.

Curtis Enight, 1lst Sergeant of F Trﬁpp, jumped in to assigt his brother

and was wounded by a bullat.undar the heart. (30) All of F Troop kept
slugging it out with the enemy who ware dug imte a2 atrong mutnally'support—
ing reverse slope position. The peaition was built up'aruund a soriog of |
bunkers, manned with machine guns, fox holes, and trenches and was well
conceaied and developed in depth. -

The platoons of F Troop continued to close in and were subjected to
grensdes, mortar fire, and machine gun fire. The 613th Field Artillery and
the 24 Squadron's mortars did succeed in silencing to & degree tha.anamy
(29) Parsﬁnal knowledge; {30) A=2, p. 193, '

23



mortars locaied south of the objective. In general, each position had to
be overcome. Corporal Hill of Troop.F‘firad his bazook# (rockeﬁ_laungher)_
at one of these bunker positions. Two of fhe shells did not detonate, s0
he threw away the bazocka and charged the position. He jumped into the
bﬁnkur and killed = Japanese officer and an enlisted man with hia knife.
F Troop succeeded in taking its objective through the courage and boldness
of ite officers and men. All officors in Troop F were either killed or
wounded, and three were dscorated for gallantry in action.

Daring the entire time tiring could be heard in the @ Troop gector,
but no mesaage had come in on the SCR 300. Throughout the morning of
2 February 1945, there was constant interference and neise in redio
reception. The 24 Squadron Commander, using information received from
Troop F, decided to displace Troop E forward from ite position. Tha
E Troop commander waé directed to move up the cemter and to +ie in with
Troop F on the right. A new reserve was immediately reconstituted from
the I and R Platoon and from all available men that cowld be found.

About 020700 February 1945, the 2d Squadron OP started receiving
intgnsiva artillery fire from Japsnese 77 i guns which were firing from
concealed positiona north of the objective. This fire was continuous
throughout the morning with cloaze nnas‘hitting near the OP, but the major
part of the fire fell on the 01d OP which had been set up as 2 dummy. On
one occasion, when some of their salvos ware cﬁming within twenty or thirty
yards of the OP, the 2d_ngadroﬁ Qommander waz sending a message to the
execuiive officer asking for more ppmunition for the fromt line troops.
The executive officer asked, "Did they get yout” The squadron commander
snevered, "No, but it was damn close." Japanese artillery fire immediately
grevw in intenzity. Apparently the-Japanase'had peobla who understood
English and were monitoring the met. {(31)

At about 021030 February 1945, the 24 Squadron Commander recsived his
(31) Personal knowlsdge. |
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firet message fram Captain Wood, G Troop Commander, in which he stated
his forwarﬂ‘obaarvar and radio operator from the £13th Field Artillery
B;ttnliun had bseﬁ killed and that Troop G needed artillery support. Tha
squadron cemmander told him to use his radi; and c¢all for artillery fire
thfuugh the artillery liaison officer, Captain Robert B. Compton, =nd that
he would have to adijust his own fire. In short order, this arrangement
for calling for artillery fire was made;

Captain !oﬁﬂ sent aﬁother massage stating that Troop G was.dangerously
low on ammunition and that they would have to be re=supplied before they
could attack again.’ G Troop was quickly re-supplied with ammuinition since
Lisutenant Cornwall, Executive Officer of Troop @ was up close with the
ammunition mulss. The squadron cemmander notified & Troop Commander that
one platoon from Troop E with a section of machine guns woulﬁ be attached
to him to support his attack. This platoon with a2 section of machiné gans
wap set up on the right flank of the enemy and gave flanking fire support’
for G Troop. (32)

At 021200 February 1945, G Troop jumped of? with excellent artillsry
supporting fire, and by 1235 it had captufa@ the objective in 1%s ssctor.
Troop G in its attack ran into the same type of positions as had Iroop F.
In overcoming these bunker positions, bazookas as well as artillery were
sffactively used. (33) _

Since the supply of artillery ammunition was short, the 613th Field
Artilisry Battalion found it.necessary to conserve on HE smmunition and
fire a number of concentrations with white phosphorus shells. It was ¢n
one of these occasions that part of these phosphorus shoils 2ell on the
southwest slope of the hill and started a brush and grass fire, The wind,
which was blowing fran the west, pushed the fire and smoke right through
% and F Troop positions. Some Japs who were still in this area jumped up
(32, 33) Personal knowledge.
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and ran into the troops' positions only to be shot down. Troop E was
not aware of the sitvation &nd for a moment believed it was receiving a -

counterattack, but fortunatsly it wasa't.

REORGANIZATION

Reorgenization staried immedistely and Troops B, F, and G were dis-
posed according to plan. Since all officers in Troop F had either been
wounded or killed, Lisutenant Julian Ward, the I and R Platoon leader, was
Placed temporarily in command of F Troop. Ewvacuation continued over
difficulf torrain from the front lines to the aid gtation snd on to the
portable surgical ﬁospital in-Mong-Noi. Chinese from the 24 Battalion,
89th Regiment, assisted in evacuating the wounded from the portabls
surgical hospital to the air strip. The dlatance fram the front lines to
the portable surgical hospital was sapproximately a mile, and from the
hospital to the air strip, three miles. (34)

Ironically, one of the first men to be evacuated was Captain J.V.H. Davis,
the 24 Squnéron adjuiant, who had beer placed in charge of the ewvacuation
team which was formed from +the Regimental I and R Flatoon. Captein Davis
'was wounded in the arm,'chest, end legs while performing his duty. (35)

At 021230 February 1945, the 3d Squadron launched a successful attaék
to secure critical terrain forward of its position, and this assisied in
relieving the pressure which was beimg put on the 2& Squadron by enamy

artillery and mortar fire. (38)

RESULTS
The mission of the 24 Squadron was completed 021235 February 1945,
The batile had been won through the sheer boldness and aggressiveness of
every individual fighting man. The cost of taking +this terrain was
25 killed and 79 wéunded. (37) The importasnce of the 24 Squadroﬁ objective
ag8 an observation post and as fha'key terrain of this a;aa was not realized
(34, 35, 356, 37) Personal knowledge.
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until the oﬁjactiva had been taken., From this hill the dispesition ol the
tgak forcs, oven to includ;i;igimanta;,Battalion, Squadion cPf as well as
gun positions, could be seen in detail.

On 5 February 1945, it was announced on an American radic broadcast
from Chungking, China, that a unit of the Maré Task Force had broken the
rezistance of the Burma Road block. O(m 18 February 1945, Lord Louis
Mountbatten spoke to the 2d Squadron and, as a gesture of goodwill, teld
the Squadron that the hill over which they had fought would in the future
appear on all British maps as Enight's Hill. (38)

The combat mission of the NCAC was completed in April 1945. The

Japanese Army had been driven from northern and central Burma and land

communication with China was re-establizhed., (39)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In making a study of this oparatidn it is my opinion that the decision
to use long renge penetration units in Burma was a sound one. The
establishment of & road block at Namhpakka-Hosi along the important Burma
Rosd cut the anamy'é supply lines and forced him to withdraw,

Since the Mars Task Force had air superiofity, its units were able to
move fresly over jungle trails deep in the enemy's rear and to attack the
onemj's main sqpply arteries. Supply by air made this operation possibdle
and importance can best'ba shown by the following figures:

“In a 27-day period of intense combat, from 17 January 1945 through

?&ﬁﬂ 12 February 1945, over 91.31 tons of supplies were delivered

daily to the Mars Task Force whose average strength was 6900
officers and enlisted men and 2400 animals," (40)
Thua by air superiority the Mers Task Force was not dependent upon
ground supply lines as were.tho Japanase.
0f equal importance was an efficient communication syatsm by which
(38) Perszonal knowledge; (39) A=5, p. 9 and 59; (40) A-5, p. 43
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units were able to requast suppliss and supporting fire, control the
mansuver of units, and transmit orders., Because it had an efficient
commmmication system, maintained through SCR 300 radios, the 24 Squadron,
124th Cavalry Regiment Specisl was able to ssslist the 1lst S§uadron in
repulsing two Japaness counterattacks tﬁe night of 29/30 January 1945.

| The training and praparatinn for the arduous march tolﬂamhpakka-ﬁosi
Valley paid dividends. There were rslatively few march casualties
primarily becauss the men were in excellent physical condition and were
eble to nagotia}e terrain which the Japanese.conzidersd impasaable,. Th§
appearance of the Mars Task Force along the Burma Road cauzed the Japanese
much conc;rn over the opsration of this force on one of its supply
corridors. The nativee in the Kachin Platoon wers invaluable in acting

dtp_{ahna guides over jungle trails and wnfamiliar tcrréin.

In analyzing the attacks made by the :rapuiesa on the perimeter the
night of 29 January 1945, s number of.ﬁmportant points stand out. The
Iupaneée prisoner which was taken by the lat Squadron gave adcurate
information raletive to tha‘Jgpanese attacks. This emphasizes the point
that prisoners are an important source of information. Becaﬁse of
information learned from tha_prisoner,-tho %2d Squadron was able to assist
the lst Squadron in repulsing the attacks by proper location of its mortars.
The result of efficient training and disciplizne was dieplayed by the
men of Troop F when they hsld their fire while Troaps A and B were being
attackéd, thereby conssrving ammunition and concaaliﬁg their position.

Ig studyiﬁg tha_preparation,_fho withdrawal, and the attack on Knight's
Hill, the principlés of cuwrrent doctrino-shculd again be re~emphasized.
4As thorough a reconnaissance aé posgible was made by all unit commanders.

A moras comﬁlete raconnaissance could have bsap made over this deceptive
terrain bad the reguest for the use of L~5 planes been granted. The plan
adopted was coordinatad with the lst Squadron, 124th Cavalry Regiment Special
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and the 2d Battalien, 89th Chiress Regimont,.and through that c;ordina{ioﬁ
the mazimum use of all supporting weapons wasg made.

The withdrawal of Troops E, F, and G fram front line positions was
sfficiently exscuted bscause detailed reconnaissance had been made and
sVary measure was taken to co;ceal thelr movement. The boldness and .
aggressiveness =huyn by officers and enlisted men qf F and G Tfoopé-madu
the atiack on Knight's Hill successful, Even though all officers in F Troop
wera eithsr k;llad of wounded, noncommissioned officers and snligted men
took commend and by their sheer "intestinal fortitude" clung to the
objestive despite punishing enemy fire. It is my belief that this “esprit
de corps" was instilled into the units through leadership and thorough
training and discipline on the part of the {roop commenders and platoon
" leaders.

The element of surprise was achieved by th; 24 Squadron az to the
direction of sttack. This fact is confirmed by the amount of resistance
encounteresd by the 13t Squadron as it made its feint attack, which helpsd
conceal ths advence of the 24 Squadron,

It is felt that more ertillery and mortar fire could have besn used
in the preparatory fire prior to the uttabk 10 completely saturate the
objactiveﬁ however, 2t the time, it was logistically impossible'ainco
Colonal Tack, in his message to the 24 Squadron, indicated that the
theatsr stock of HE 8lemm mortar ammwunition was exhausted. TheWPOSition
of the Zdlsquadron could have become ‘critical and its units subjectéd,to
numer ous counferattacks had the enemy baen aware of the existing ammunition
shortage. _

The objective assigned the 2d Squadron, 124th Cavalry Regiment Special
could easily have besn assigﬁed 28 & regimental objective since the hill
was about 1500 yards long and 800 yards wide, Tha to£a1 suthorized strength
of & cavalry equadron was 638 anlisted‘man and at no time in the operation
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was the 24 Squadron ever up to this strength. It is my opinion thaf
casualties in the 24 Sqﬁadron could have besen conslderably reduced had
the request for napslm bombs been granted, as two well-placed bombs om
the Japanese sntrenchments would have either killed or forced the Japs
out and exposad theif position. This was exemplifisd to a certain extent
when the fire set off by the white phosphorus.shollaAstnpt through F Troop'a'
position and flushed out a number of Japs. The failure of the Chinese
114th Regiment to atfack as scheduled left the 2d Squadron's left flank
oxposgd_and gave the squadron a false sense of security.

It is not necessary to emphasize the importance of supporting
urtiliery in this attack; but one important leszon was brought out in
Troop G when.the attachad forward observer and radio operator from the
613th Field Artillery Battalion wers both killed, mscessitating the
@ Troop commender to adjuet his own artillery fire before continuing the
attack., High casualiies among forward observers can bg expectsd in
combat when they advance with the assaulting troops. Therefere, it is my
opinion that all ground force coffisers should be given thorough treining
in the adjustiment of artillery fire, especially since artillery procedures
have been siﬁplifiod. This training would eliminate delays in pressing
the attack. |

| ‘A commander, in order to make correct docisibns rust bs provided
- with current essential eleﬁsnts of information. In this operation, the
24 Sqqadrun Gommanﬂér could have very well uﬂﬁd asrial photographs which
pin~pointed Japanese strong-points.

The.strength 0f the Japanese in the ares was underesitimated. The
S=2, Regimental Headquarters, 124th Cavalry Special was nutitiad of the

incressed movement of trucks snd the cutting of trees in front of Troop F
on the nighte of 29/30 January 1945. This information properly evaluatsd
should have been sufficisnt to indicats that‘tho'anemy was Teinforcing and
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would attempt 4o stop the advance of the Mars Task Force. Documents
removed from the Japansese dead revealed that the unit attacksd was part
of the Japanesg 168th Regiment, 49th Division, conquerors of Singapore.
The location of this enemy unit in the order of battle had been lost for
several months,

The snemy had a sirong reverse slope position on Enight's Hill. ?ary.'
_little cpposition was encountered by Troop F until it c¢leared the crest of
the hill, then concealed automatic weapons came to life. Troops must ever
be aware of the possibility of sirong defensive positions on reverse slopes
of prominent terrain.

The imporiance of Enight's Hill could be fully realized after 11 was
taken, From this hill the disposition of units of the Mars Task Force
could be seen and it was from here¢ the enemy had both observation and the
~ eapabillity of placing artillery fire upon the 34 Squadron, lst Squadron,.
612th and 8l3th Field Artiuerf Battalions, and the 24 and 3d Battalions
of the 475th Infantry Raghment. |

In ths 2d Squadron attack, the mule trains moved closely bahlnd the
attacking troops. During the attack when G Troop called for more
smmunition, the re=-supply was quickly effected because the ammunition muloé
were well forward.

In my opinion, a collecting company should have besn provided early
in the campaign for the evacuation of casualties from the battlefield.

The 511th Collecting Company was attached to the task force after the msin
fighting had ended and this company could have been ef ficiently utilized

in the attack on Knight's Hill. The fighting efficiency of the 24 Squadrom
wes reduced at a time when it was most needed because men from the {roops
bad to assist the regimental I and R Platoon in evacuating casualtiss,

Last, but far from least, the 2d Squadron Commander can be criticized
for carelessness in the transmissicn of radio messages in the clsar. His
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comment on the srtillery fire coming in at the 24 Squadron OP was un-

BOCEINArY.

LESSONS LEARNED

Some of the lessons emphasized by this opsration ﬁro:

In all combat, every effort should be mada 10 Eain surprlso.
m Eeo c-mc...,..a&-f G, et

« No terrain igllmpassnble.

V1,

v g

»"3. In a night withdrawal secrecy, control, and detailed reconnaissance

are vary inportant factors.

el Sl eliiert

4, In making a w1thdrawa1 at night while in contact, every measurs

TR N

mast be taken to concaal the movement.

arogtafl. i Atien By

“ 5., All ground force officers should receive training in the ad]unt-

L

ment of ar%lllery fire.

[

6. The valne oi artllla{; aupport is immeasurable and should be

. (—[[i ; g RSN —
¢ﬂ0022{ used even though it is somstimes 1mpracticable 1o uss othar than pack

artillery.

«T. White phosphorus sheils can often be used to = graatcgggagjggs in

burning ou't an area tc expose anemy poaitions.

i o

v 8, It 1a-ossantlal to deny the enemy observation and the capability

of placiné direct fire upon tha battle position, _
v 9. Air suparlorlty onablas unitstjgtggggnxgns;x in enemy territory
S L Lt

_withaut depending upon ground gupply lines.

v" 10+ Aerial photographs should be provided commanders, when possible,

rinepointing known positions.

L 11, Liaison planes should be made available toqeommnnder for

e T e MRl A 1 P A B g

e

reconnaissance purposas whan p0331b19.

v 12. Prisonsrs are an impertent source of information and should bs

.

teken.

13. Continuous efforts must be mads by all S~2 s and G=2's to insure

2 AL 2T ek, L A L D

i e D TR B

identification and locatlon of enseny un1tl, 80 as to prov1do commanders

et oGP b TR L AT g R S r T T b WA Ar
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‘/;ith necessary information.

v~ 14, Units must be on guard agalnst :trong enemy defensa positions on

—~— skl T TRl Ao s
VO e

reverse slopea.

e i e
i

v 15, Units should ba a551gnad cbjectivas proportionate only to thsir

———,

g Ay i L S

capabllltlcs.

T — ’ "'f,&"w"""’ “
L 16. Hortara must ﬂL posltloned 50 they can fire barrages and

S i LT T i
g

Lol

concantr=t1ona in support of dafcnslva positions.
N e e A <

V17, Promiscuoua flring must be 3701dad t0 prevent prsmature dis-

v e e B SRR T

st

closure of positions.

i~ 18, Onits should seldom be committed into an operation without

adaquate medlcal support for avncuntlon of caslal¥tans v - eam .

L’19. Ammunitlon in sufficlant quantltlas to insure continuous firs

it sl o AP ki

T A e

support in the attack should be prov1dod.

v 20, Where wheeled transportation is not available and animal transport

iz utilized, pack tralns with ammunitlon nust move forward with the attack,

_:ﬁ. ML T R 1t T R T M A P R 5 I TR e R Mr B TSR 1. Ly Gl b T

L 21. All commanders should control the use of radio and tramsmission

i

0f mesgagess in the clear.

y» 23. Trained natives ars invaluable as guides in operations over un-

[

familiar terrain,

- Msn must bo in excollent physical condition inmpqggigaggua

. .!"'C’

operntions.
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