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THE VOLTURNO RIVER CAMPAIGN
OCTOBER - NOVEMEER 1943
(NAPLES - FOGGIA CAMPAIGN)
(An Historical Example)

INTRODUCTION

On the night of 12-13 October, the powefful Fifth Army,
consistihg of about 100,000 men, struck aecross the Volturno
River in its drive up the ITtalian peninsulay.

In order to drien£ %he’reader for a proger sprreciation of
this ana subsequent actions of the Fifth Army, it 1s‘well to
tufn the pages of the history of war back about six montha.

The battle of North Africa having been won in May, 1943,
the Allied forces next turned their attention to the attack
on Italy, thru Sicily. This mission had several objectives.
They were: to relieve some pressure from the Russian frontr
by meking it necessary for the Germans to send reenforcements
into the Itallan peninsulak'; to knock Italy out of the war;
and to establish air bases in Italy, from which we could bomb

important targets 1n German occupied territory. (1)

The operation ageinst Sicily-was begun in July, 1943, and
was successfully terminated in August,. 1943,

Continuing to press the attack against the Axis powers,
the British Eighth Army effected lgndings across the Straits
of Messina and af Tarante on 3 Séptember and 9 September
respectively. (See Map "A") Thls force moved to the north with

the objective of capturing the airfields of Foggla. (2)

The letter of instructions given the Commanding General
5th Army instructed him to "seize the port of Naeples and secure
the airfields nearbv, with a view to preparing a firm base for

furtiher offensive operations". (3)

(1) I, p. 33 (2) J, p. 15 (3) 4, p. 18

_ Footnote - For the purpose of this monograpn, references to
the british Eighth Army and British 10 Corps will be made
only for the purpose of completing the overall picture of

the operatlon.
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At the time of landing the Commanding General b5th Army
had under him the U.S. VI Corps and the British 10 Corps.

At the time of landing the u.S. VI Corps congisted of the

7M§f~““fkl
following divisions; the 56th 45th, 54th srd, and the‘ggﬁg. e s

girborne,
Also, at this time, the British 10 Corps consisted of the

-
*h’

following divisions; the 56th, 46th and 7th Armored.

In order to carry out the mission contained in the letter
of instructions, the 5th Armv l=nded its two corps on the beaches
in the vicinity.bf Salerno on the night of 8-9 September 1943.
(Ses Map "A") The British 10th Corps on the left was con-
tinuvously andfiorely pressed. A severe enemy counterattack
on 13 September in the zone of the U.S. dorps threatened to
erase our beachhead. (4) |

On 15 September, the Germans seeing that they were not
powerful enough‘to drive the landing force back into the sea,
reverted to the defense, and began an orderly withdrawal to
the north. (5)

Elements of the Fifth and Eighth Armies met at a point
20 miles south of the.established beachhead on 15-16 September.
The Fifth Army then wheeled to the left and began 1ts advance
slong the west coast. The Eighth Armv then concentrated 1ts
~ efforts to the central and eastern parts of the peninsular. (6)

On_l October elements of the Eritish 10th Corps entered
Naples without opposition. The harbor ingtallations were found
to be wrecked as a result of allied bombing sand ;ffective demo -
lition works by the enemy. J

It was necessary for the army to continue the afvance to
the Volturno River, 20 miles to the north, in order to secure

the vital port sgainst any possible ground attack.

(4) &, p. 40; (5) A, p. 42; (6) B, p. 86.



At about this time, on 30 September, operations instructions
were received by 5th Army placling the Army Group phase line as
the line running through Isernia, Venafro, 3essa to the Sea.

(See Note 1) The right boundary of ﬁhe Army.was a line run-

ning through benevento, inclusive to 5th Army, the road

Pontelandolfo - Isernia inclusive to the Eighth Army. (7)
5th Army set the boundary-between its two corps as the

line running from Formo-Capuas ({inclusive to 10th Corps)-Sessa.

FIFTH ARMY ORDERS CROSSING OF VOLTURNQ

On 7 Qctober, Fifth Army directed VI Corps to force =a
crossing of the‘Volturﬁb in the vieinity of Triflisco on night
of 9-10 October, then to attack toward Teano. The Eritish .
10th Corps ﬁas instructed to effect a crossing of the.ri?er
on the night of 10-11 October and to seize the high ground
north of Mondragone. The attack by VI Corps was to be the
main attack. (8) )

At the time thls order was issued, the 45th division had
already establighed a bridgehead across the Calore River 1n
the vielnity of Benevento and Waé in‘the process of sgecuring
the bridgehead and the rizht flank of the Fifth Army. It was
in contact with elements of the British Eighth Army on ﬁhe
right., The 3rd Division was on the Volturno River lins, ita
front extended from the vicinity of Trifliéco to the junction
of the Volturno and Calore rivers. The 34th Division was in
Gorps-reserve moving into an ares ten miles west of Benevento.
The British 10 Corps was also on theVVolturno River line, (9)

If we, at this time, make a brief study of the terrain
facing the Fifth Army we will find the reason behind most of
the subsequent orders and actiona.

The Volturno River itself is to be éonsidered a barrier.

Due to the recent rains, it is swollen and is 100 yards wide

Note 1 - For this and all subsequent action, see Map "B".

(7) &, p. 10; (8) A, p. 12; (9) B, p. 12.
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in many places. Its banks are ateep and iﬁ meny places'are
up to 10 feet high. A number of fording places exist but,
the remainder of the river varies in depth up to twenty feet. (10)

A hill mass, 15 x 10 miles existé north of Triflisco and
west of the upper Volturno. The entirs area 1ls hilly and
heavily wooded. Immediately south of the river in tThis area
covered hills rise sharply near the banks of the river, thus
denying the enemy observat;dn deep into the approaches to the
river. The hills north and northeast of Capua contalned the
maln enemy gun area. |

The area to the west of the Triflisco hill mass is a plaln,
gently sloping to the sea, There is very little cover on any
'part of the plain, Excellent observation is obtained by the
enemy from the western slopes of the Triflisco hills end from
the high ground in the vicinity of Mondragone some twenty miles
to the north of the river in the coastal plain erea. The coastal
plain is cut by numerous cansls running laterally across the
front. ‘These canals practicelly prohibit the use of armor
as a spearhead or exploiting force. (11)

Along the eastern boundary rise the Matese Mountains.
This formation is bald aﬂd rises to the height of 2,000 metersa.

The valley of the upper Volturno 1is highly cultivated and
1s generally free ffom woods .,

Having been given his mission to cross the Voltufno, the
Commanding General VI Corps found it necessary'to change
existing Division locatlions. ihe 3rd Diviaion, from its present
15 mile front on the Volturno could not possibly attack in force
in the Trifliseco Gap'area.' As a result, the 30th Infantry of
the 3rd Division on the right wes to be relieved of its positlions
by the 34th Divislon. This relief was to be condupted under

the most-édverse conditions. The enemy, from positions on

(10) K, p. 5; (11) B, p. 5.



the north side of the river, had excellent‘oﬁsGPVation of

this area. Consequently, enemy artillery fire was heavy, and
our movement was restricﬁed to hours of darkness. As a result’
of recent raing, roadrconditions also greatly hampered this
movement. Most of the 30th Infantry vehicles had bogged down
and the 34th Division was experiencing considerable difficulty
in gathering its forces 1nto its assembly area to the west of
DeneVenﬁo and effecting the relief. (12)

Also, during this period; asg é'fesult of the increasingly
cqld nights and due to the fact that their barracks bags were
at1ll in 3icily, four officers of the 30th Infantry had to be
eﬁaduated as a result of overexposure.

sJhen the difficulties of movement were brouzht to the
. attention of the Commending General Bth Army, the crossing
date was changed from 9-10 October to 12-13 October. (18)

This change was desirablehfor many reasons. It permlitted
the 10th snd VI Corps to attack at thée same time, it gave the
front 1ine units an opportunity to patrol for crossing points
and bridg;ng points,.it permitted the attacking forces to
familiarize_themselves with the terrain over which they would
~operate and lastly, it alléwed units time to complete and

coordinate plans for the crossing. (14)

PLANS FOX CHOSSING VOLTURNO - CROSSING (9 Oct.wl4 Qot. )

On the 9th of October, the 45th Livision, having cleared
the enemy from the positions north of Fenevento and having se-
cured the right flank of the 5th hrmy,'prepared to move out. )
The plan was to leave one reenforced Battalion in the vicinlty
of Denevento to guard the flank, and with the remainder of the
force move north snd west along the north side of the Calore

River to the Volturno valley. This msneuver, 1f executed

(12} B, p. 12; (13) A, p. 11; (14) A, p. 13.
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rapldly enough, would threaten the left flank of the enemy
defense line slong the Volturno river weat of the Volturno-
Calore junction at a time when the remaincer of the corps

was attacking it frontally. (15)

. | Having received hié zone of advance acrcss the.Volturno,
the 3rd division.commandqrrmade his plens for his attack. It
wag apparent that there were two major terraln features the .
possession of Which'was necessary for the successful advance
of the division. These were the Triflisco hill méss and the
Mount Cafuso hill mass. (See MapB ) Both of theée features
furnished the.enemv with excellent.observation over the valley
to the east of Triflisco up which the division wished to
drive, (18)

It was further apparent that the enemy had to be decelved
as to the zone of the princlpal attack. Accordingly, 1t was
planned to place a battalion of the 15th Infantry on the high
ground on the south side of the Triflisco Gap, and together
with the heavy weapons companies of the 320th Infantry, was to
effect a demonstration on the left flank of the Divislon zone,
This firing was to commence two hours before the main assault
across the river. If the enemy withdrew as a result of thias
display of firepower, a battalion of the 30th Infentry was to
be prepared to cross at this poinmt. (17) |

' The main attackwss to be launched by the 7th Infantry
vhich was to cross the Volturno st 0200 hours having for its
objective Hill 502, which is immediately southwest of Mount
Caruso. This attack was to be supported with a company of
tanks and = company of tank destroyers. (18) .

An attack 1n the righg portion of the division zone was
to be made by the 15th Infantry less ong battallon, with the

objective of seizing Mount Monticello (Hill 141) and Mount

(15) B, p. 22; (16) B, p. 133 (17) B, p. 15; (18) B, p. 16.
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Mesarinolo (H11l 246) immediately on the north side of the
river, then to continue to thq north to capture the hilgh ground
west of Mount Caruso. After this was accomplished, the regiment
was to go to the west and join with the 7th Infantry, (19)

.In order to augment the limited number of englneer boats
given them for the crogsing, a number of rafts were 1mpro€ised
from wooden bows and canvas covers of 3/4 ton trucks to-aid

in getting weapons and supplles across with the assault troops. (20)

Héving been given its zone of advance the commander of the
34th Division decided to have two of his regiments assault
the river line gnd to have one regiment reserve. The'miésion
of 168th Infantry was to attack on the left main effort, seize
the town of San Giovanni, proceed west thru Calazzo and contact
the “rd bLivision. The mission of the 135th Infénﬁry was to
attack in the right of the divislon zone in order to capturer
the high ground above Squille. The remaining reglment was

in reserve. (21)

Securing the 5th Army's right fiank north of Benevento
with a reenforced battalion, the remainder of the 4bth gtarted
its drlive north of thé Calore River westward toward the Volturno
valley. As the enemy retreated Leforse this attack, he took full
advantage of the hilly and irreguler terrain to conceal numerous
machine gun nests and strong points. Extensive demolitions
along the route of advance caused our attacking forces to
lose many hours of preclous time, (22) |

Nevertheless, by the 12th of Octoter, the determined
45th had reached the last line of hilis separating them from
the Volturno valley. The division was advancing in two columns:
the 180th Infantry striking wegtward south of Mount Acero, and
the 179th striking westward north of Mount Acero between this
mountaln and Mt. Monaco,
(19) B, p. 16; {20) B, p. 19; (21) B, p. 20; (22) B, p.22.
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At the time the sssault elements of the 3rd and 34th
vivisions were starting the crossing of the lower Volturno
agaiﬂst the defended north banks, the 45th Division had reached
a line extending from a small town one mile east of Faipcho
to positions immediately south of Mount Aceroc., Thus the plan
to rapidly move the 45th Division west along the Calore River,
threatening the sast flank of the German defense position along

the lower volturno, succeeded only to a limited extent.

The crossing of the 3rd Division went very much according

to plan, ‘''he demonstration on the left flank heving started

at midnight, the division started its crossing under cover of
a hesvy artillery concentration, The 15th Infentry on the
right succeeded in seizing hills 141 and 246 ﬁith difficulty,
and in the afternoon advanced to the hills north of Highway 87,

The 7th Infantry crossed. thru fields of machine gun fire,

helped repulse a sharp German counterattack, but, nevertheless,

reached the lower slopes of their objective, Mt. Majulo, in
the morning hours of 13 October. (23) |

It may be said at this point that the supply situatioﬁ‘
of the leading sassault elements wes hampered by the fact
that most of the im.rovised rafts broke u; in the gwift
current. . —ﬁ3\5h=5°0

At this time the hill mass north of-hhe,gap had yet to be
taken. Several attempts hed been made to take this objective
by assault from the south bank of the river, During the nlght
of 17-14 October, a2 bhattalion of the Z0th Infahtry crossed to
the north side of the river east of the Gap and asssulted the
enemy positions from the.east. Once th= enemy forces were

driven from these defenslve positions, the 30th Infantry began

its advance slong the ridge line toward Formicola.

(23) A, p. 18.
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Having crossed the Volturno River barrier, the abllity of
the 2rd Division to continue the advance depended upon the
ability of 1its supporting troops to keep it furnished with
tﬁe necessary supplies. The engineers working in the zone
of action of the 2rd Division did a splendid job of bridging
the river., By evening of the 1% October, the division engineers
had in operation a jeep“bridge to the west of the halrpln loop
" in the river, and a bridge capable of carrying 2z ton trucks
to the east of the hairpin loop. #herseas enemy artillery made
the construction and maintensnce of the bridges extremely |
costly, it must be sald that the flow of supplies was not

seriously curtailed. (24)

The 70 ton bridge was constructed in the Triflisco gap
on 14 October during daylight hours. The enemy had been driven
from his defensive positlons on the north bank of the river,

The bridgesite was kept blanketed with smoke. Since it was
evident to the enemy that this was a logical place to put

in a bridgé, he placed fairly heavy reglstered fires on the
bosition. The bridge was not hit and the work did not stop. (25)

That this was an extremely important bridge 1s brought
out by the fact that over 7,200 vehicl€s passed over it during
a period of five days.

The attack of the 24th Divislon was auccegsful, but was
attended by a number of difficulties. ‘Engineer units accompany-
ing one of the battalions of the 168th Infantry migsed thg
predesignated crossiqg pdint. As a result, the river bank
encountéred on the far side was so steep as to require the
assistance of five men to 1ift one man from the river, This
naturally.caused a considerable delay in getting the enfire
battalion across. Another &attalion found out that with a
swift current, assault boats could be relied upon but for &
few trips. An emergency crossing, in shoulder dsep water,

without the ald of guide ropes, proved costly in men and

(24) B, p. 39; (25) H, p. %3.



radio equipment. Nevertheless, the 168th Infantry, crossing -
the river generally opposite from Salnt Glovanni, succeeded
in getting all battallons across the river by the morning of the
13th., Heavy fire was received from the flat fields in froht of
the hills, It was only with the ald of heavy artillery support
that the unit was able to advance from the flat lands near the
river into the hills around Saint Glovenni. It was not until
the next morning; 14 Qctober, that the unit took Galazzo. (26)
Ihe 155th Infantry on the right dia not experience much
difficulty in 1ts crossing. Its objectives, the town of Squille
and the hibh ground to the north, were 1ightiy held by the
enemy. Upon being attacked by superior forces, the enemy fell
back to the north, At the time the 168th Infantry was selzing
Calazzo, the 135th Infantry was closing in on the small town

of Ruviano. (27)

_The principal consideration governing the advance of the
z4th Division at this time was 1ts gbillty to sppply itgelf
with the necessities of combat, The level of supplies north
of the river was critically low. The river, which it had just
succeeded 1n forcing, wes to prove a formidable supply barrler.
The division could nmot continue the advance against an active
enemy unless it could surmount*this obstacle and delivef to  *
i1ts troops the necessary food, ammunition and artillery
support. (28)

Bridging operations in the division zone of advancezgﬁtﬁ
impossible as long as the enemy enjoyed direct observation
from the vicihity of Caiszzo over the possible crossing SiteS(

Early in the crossing operation, on the morning of the
1% October, an Engineer company operating in the zone of ad-

vance of the 168th Infantry, displayed great valor, but, at

the same time, an utter dilsregard for the existing tactical

(26) B, p.43; (£7) &, p. 20; (28) B, p.48.
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sitvation. While the enemy was still in possession of good
observation posts in the vicinity of Caiazrzo, fhe éngineers
attempted to bridge the river. In order to save time at the
river, the rubber floats were iInflated in the rear area.
Consequently, when the convoy of trucks cafrying inflétedA
floats approached the river, enemy artillery fire was directed
at them and they were caught in a Larrage. .Several trucks and
floats were destroyed. With no change 1in the enemy gsituation,
& second attempt was made to bridge the river in the same
area, 'lhree floats were blown out of the water by direct

hits before the attempt was given up.

A new crossing point defiladed from enemy fire was found
south of Squille. The new problem here was to ecross a portion
of the river consldersbly wider than the original crossing site
and having on hand oniy about half of 1ts bridging equipment.
The engineers had light traffic crossing at this point on the
morning of 14 October, '

The construction of the e¢lass 30 bridge, over the river
south of Caiazzo, was forced to awalt the removal of the enemy
artillery observatlon posis in and around that town. On the

morning of the 15 October, this bridge was completed.

.Becéuse_of the natore of the terrain in the zone of ad-
vance of the Eritish 10th Corps, the advance met with severe
resistance, 1he Corps attacked along its 17 mile front %ith
three divisions. The division attacking on the right, in the
vicinity of Triflisco Gap was stopped cold. The division
attacking in the center menaged to secvre a small bridgehead
during the firast day 5f attack., The 46th Division, attacking
on the left of the Cdrps did, with the aid of the Navy, manage
to méke a crossing in force. A company of thelr tanks made

an amphlbious landing to sssist the assault elements as direct

-;5_



fire weapons and as & great moral factor. By evening of

~the 14 October, the 46th Division had secured a bridgehead

of about 600 yards. (29)

ADVANGCE TO DRAGONI (15 - 18 October)

Having Qonsolidated and secured the divislon bridgehesad,
the 3rd Division prepared to continue the attack. On 14 October,
the'%oundary between the Sixth and Tenth Corps was changed

so that the ridge line to the north of Trifliscc Gap was

" given to the British. (See Map B) lhe srd Division's adjusted

‘plans called for a drive to the north-easst to capture the town

of Dragoni, snd at the same time to drive some seven miles
over the mountsins to cut the two lateral roads between high-
way six and the valley of the Volturno. The 15th Infentry

was given the mission of cutting the roads, and by 17 October

“the job was completed. The 7th Infantry moved across the rugged

hills to take Dragoni. It encountered severe delaying actlion

along most of the way. In the vieinity of Liberi the enemy

counterattacked repestedly, in order to regain any lost ground.

By 17 October, the regiment, advancing against dlscontinuous

opposition, wes in force on the high ground to the west of Dragoni.

The road leading to the north out of Lragonil was placed under
effoctive interdictory fires and was denled to the enemy as
an escapd route, (30) |

The #0th Infantry, on the jeft of the division, advanced
in contact with the British 10 Corps.l It assisted the Eritish
in thelr assaults on the town of Formicola and wag then placed

in Division reserve.

AS the 3rd Division.advanced, 1t was forced to move along

" gecondary roads. This heavy traffic, during the rainy season,

wag mors than the roads could bear. It was necessary for the
supporting englneers to haul in hundreds of tons of crushed

rock and spread it over the Toads to keep them passable. (31)

(29) &, p. 25; (30) D, p. 92; (31) B, p. 33.
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The 34th Divlsion,-having cleared the enemy from the town
of Caiazzo =nd from the high ground overlooking the river east
of Calazzo, next was given the mission of advancing to the
north in the directidn of Dragoni, élearingAthe upper Volturno
valley west of the river of enemy tréops. The division advanced
agaihst moderate registance between 15 - 18'0ctober,_at which
‘time 1t found itself bLearing down on the town of Dragoni,

- which was gt the same time being threatened from the west by
the 3rd Division. (32) |

It should be noted at this tims, that the road leading
north from Dragoni was being interdicted by 3rd Division fires,
and, thus, the use of it was deniéd to the German defenders
of the town.

During the advance from the river crossing to the vieinity
of Dragoni, the enemy ufilized small deléying positions located
on the high ground.overlooking the roads and commanding the
roads by fire. Artillery fire hampered our crews performing

road repair work, (33)

On 13 October, the 179th Infantry, advancing west nsar
the north bank of the river, soon struck the strongly defqnded
town of Faicchio. It was readily apparent that thils small
fown defended by 2ll types of weapons, including 150 Mm., self--
propelled assault guns, was to be the pivot point_for German
defenges in this area. The attack on the town from the east
‘by the 179th Infantry was repulsed by heavy filre. (34)

Also, on 13 October, the iB?th Infantry, atfacking from
positions south of Mt, Acero did, after shar§ fighting, clear
thls high ground of enemy troops. The 180th Infantry was
ordered to the left fiank of the Division and proceeded to
clear of enemy forces the flat ground west of Mt. Acero gnd

north to the river running west from Falcchio.

(22) B, p. 68; (33) G, p. 6; (34) C, p. 55.
| - 15 -



On the night of 13 - 14 QOctober, the town of Falcchio
was subjected to a heavy shelling by artillery un{ts supporting
the division. On the 14 October, it was determined that the
enemy had withdrawn from this fortified town.

The Division drove north along the left (easst) bank of
the upper Volturno reaching 1ts objective, the high gfound
2 miles s&UFheast of the Piedimonte-Dragoni Highway.

A% this time, the division left boundary was.changed
from the original boundary line along fhe upper Volturne to a
new line running generally north, including the town of
Piedimonte, but plnching out the division just beyond this
point against the lofty Matese Mountalns., The 34th bLivision
was to cross the upper Volturno in the vicinity of Dragoni
and take over the zone of advanée of the 45th Divislon.

The division reached and occupled the town of riedimonte
on the afternoon of 19 October, and on the following day,
reverted to Corps reserve. (35)

The 45th Division was glven its first rest after 40 days

- of continuous fighting.

At this time, 18 October, the Eritish 10th Corps had ad-
vanced, and wzs 1ln contact with élements of the Zrda Dlvision
along the Corps boundary. Following the changing of the
Corps boundary on 14 October, the Eritish 56th Division
crossed in the viecinity of triflisco Gap, proceeded to the
north and north-west, clearing the hills in jts zone for a dlstance
of about ten miles. The 7th Armored Division, in the center, had
advanced sbout six mliles from its crossing point and had
reached Koute 7. The 46th Division, on the left, held up
by a canal cutting laterally across its front, had advanced

g matter of four miles from its crossing point. (36)

(35) C, p. 563 (36) &, p. 27.
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ADVANCE F-OM DRAGONI ‘0 THIRL VOLITUERNO CrOS3ING
_ (19 October - 3 November)

On 18 October, it was noted that the enemy forces in the
Lragoni area were attempting tb witadraw from their precarious
position by crossing to the east slde of the river in the
direction of Alife. GConsequently, late on the afternoon
of 18 October, the 133rd Infantry of the 34th Divislon crossed
the river to the south of the Dragoni - Alife road in an
attempt to sever this avenue of escape open to the enemy. {37)
At dawn the next morning when the battalions closed in on
the bridge they found that the enemy had made good his es-
cape from the town of Dragoni, and had done an effective job
of demolishing the bridge over the Volturno at this point. (28)

The 136th Infantry crossed the Volturno south of thé
13%rd infantry crossing site, secured the town of Alife and
prepared to move to the north.

By this time, the 45th Division had occupied the town
of Pledimonte three miles td the east. Thus, pinched out
of the action, it was placed in corps reserve.

Early in the advance, up the valley east of the river,
the 34th Division found out that to expose themselves on
the floor of the valley during periods of good visability
wes a fateful blunder, A battalion advancing on the velley
floor under the protection of a dense fog, found themselves
dangerously exposed when the fog suddenly lifted. The
enemy immediately brought intense rifle, machine gun and
artillery fire to bear upon them. The losses were extremely
~heavy. (28) | ' ,

During thé period, 20 - 24 October, the 34th Division
advanced to the north agelngt an active enemy oceupying
successlve deleying positions, Despite intense artillery
fire and several ﬁank counterattacks on the part of the
enamj, our forces succeeded 1h occupying the towns of 3t.
Angelo D'Alife and Raviscanina.

(27) A, p. 323 (38) B, p. 713 (29) B, p. 72.
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Continuing the advance on 26 October, tﬂe division ran
into 2 small hill, hill ¥35, that wos to prove to be a
stumbling block for the next two days. Hi1l 235 rose out of
the valley floor to a height of seventy-flve feet and was lo-
cated about midway between the river and the foot of the
mounteinsg to the east. The enemy chosse 1o execute a strong
delaying action at this polnt, He had strengthened the
position with numerous machine_gun positions and was using
tanks as mobile artillery pieces. For twe days, from this
amell hill, the enemy was sble to resist our shelling, our
infantry attacks and our tank attacks. On the night, 27-28
October, withoﬁt opposition, the Germans effected a withdrawal
from the area. (40)

Against‘disoontinuous oprosition, the division ooﬁtinued
north to Lete Creek, turned up the creekVValley for a distance
of four miles, then advanced on Capriati A Voliurno and .
arrived 3 November. (41)

The descent down the small valley was typicsal of the
advance during the past few days. Infantry contact with the
main enemy force had been broken and only scattered_detach—
ments offered any-resistanoe to our advance. It was apparent
that the enemy had withdrawn from the south side of the river
to more favorable posltions north of the Volturno valley. (42)

Again the 34th Division found themselves looklng at
enemy defenses across the Voltﬁrno.' A third crossing, this
time across a riveq@(which was shallow but severeal hundred
yards wide, had to be made. The towering mountains which
rose sbruptly from the floor of the valley on the far side
gave ouf attacking infantryman a.premonition of the figoting
that was soon to come.

The 504th Parachute Infantry was given the mission of

ginarding the 5th Army's right flank end took up poslitions

(40) B, p. 77; {41) A, p. 443 (42) G, p. 8.
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to the east of the 34th Division.

The next mission of the 3rd Division was to close in én
the Mignano Gap area, The Division pushed out from positions
held on 17 October, and advanced to the north-west. The
77th Infantry advanced in the left of the division zone with-

out making contact with the enemy. The rémainder of the
division advanced ggainst moderate resistance, By the 3rd
of November, the Division had cut the road running south from
Dragoni at a point two milés south of that town. Othef eleﬁents
were appfoaching the town of Dragonl and advencing into ﬁhe

hilly area asbove Presenzano and east of Mignano. (43}

During this perilod, between 18 Oetober and 3 November,

- the Eritish 10th Corps experienced'some hard fighting in the
high ground between Teano and the valley of the Garigliano
River, After a strong enemy stand, the town of Teano and

the hills overlooking 1t fell to the British on 30 October.
By 1 November, the 7th Armored Division, which had been moved
into the left portion of the corps zone, had captured Mondragone
and had chased the enemy from the hills commandiné the -town.
Thls action left the coastal road open to the advance of
armored units. A battalion of tanks passed to the north of
the hills above Mondgagoné, then struck to the north-east.
The enemy's position in the area thus threstened, he withdrew
to the north. By 3 November, british patrols were operating

ag far north as the Garigliano with 1little opposition. (44}

ADVANCE AGCAINST WINTER LINE (4 November-15 November)

The 3rd Divislon was to make the main effort in the zone
of sdvance of the sixth Corps. Facing the 2rd Division was

the Mignano Gap thru which ran the principal rosd =nd railroad
(43) B, p. 803 (44) A, p. 42.
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to Cassilno, thence to Rome, The gap was bounded by mountains,
which rose to a height‘of about 1000 meters. Within the gap,

Mt. Rotundo, ﬁooded, and Mt. Lungo, bald, rése to a height of

about 350 meters. (45)

Patrols of the 3rd Division soon found out that the valley
was so heavily defended, 30 as to make an attack thru it almost
out of the question. Thus, the division commander planned to
attack the gap from the high ground on the flanks. Accordingly,
the 30th Infantry passed thru the zone of the 45th Division,
and advancing from the east, passed over the high ground
between the valley of the Volturno and the Mignand Gap and
attacked Mt. Rotundo on & November. This attack was met with
murderous fire snd was repulsed. (46) |

Repeatedly attacking, it was not until the 8th of November
that the 20th Infantry succeeded in taking Mt. Rotundo. At
about the same time, the 15th Infantry succeeded in selzing
the southermmost hill of Mt. Lungo. '

 While the attacks agalnst the enemy positioﬁs in the floor
of the gap were taking plaée, the 7th Infantry expended its
total effort in the attempt to geize‘Mt. 1a Difensa. 4 high
¢liff running for s distance of about almile near the crest
of the mountaln, resisted all attempts of the 3rd Division
to take it. Some of the conditlons that enabled the enemy to
hold out in this positlon wefe; he had commanding observation
at all times, his positions were blasted out of solid rock,
and he was able to shift his reserves to meet threatened attacks
and to replace losses. GCouple with these factors the exhausted
condition of our forces,:tne facts that our'supblies_had to be
hend carried to the forward units, that the troops lacked
proper clothing resulting in the evacuation of several men
with frostbitten feet, it 1s no wonder that our attack bogged
down at this point. (47}

(45) B, p. 96; (46) D, p. 87; (47) D, p. 99.
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During thls perlod, the principal effort of the 10th
Corpé was directed toward the capture of Mount Cemino. The
56th Division attacked the mountain, selzed several towns .in
the foothills, but 1n more than a week of fighting was not
able to capture the objective. The nature of the terrain,
the tenacity of the defending forces, and the decreased
efficiency of the attscking forces all contributed to the
fallure of the mission. The attempt to gain the objective was
Tinally given up on the 14—15 November and the exhausted forces
were withdrawn from thelr precarious positions. No other galns
of any importance were madse 1n_the zone of advance of the

10th Gorps during this perlod. (48)

The 45th Division, from positions south and east of the
upper Volturno, prepared to crosas the valley and attack the
hills on the fear sidif. (49) |

The 180th Infanﬁry wag commltted on the left of the
division zone of advance, and was responsible for the area
bebtween Venafro and the left flank., Elements of the 180th
Infantry crossed the.V01turno on the nights of 2-3 and 3-4
November, in order to occupy a high ridge forming a reentrant
in that aresa.

On the morning of 4 November, the 179th Infantry erossed
the broéd Volturno valley.and advanced against the town of
Vensfro and the surrounding high ground. Heavy small arms
‘fired from the west of the %own held up the advance until it
was neutralized with the assistance of srtillery fire. The
179£h Infantry Regiment occupied the town, having to close with
the enemy to eject him. It was not until derkness feli, that

the regiment was able to take the high ground above the town,

thus, meking thelr position secure. (50)

(48) B, p. 109; (49) C, p. €7 ; (50) A, p. 45.
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An apparent-soft spot in the defensive position was found
in the vicinity of Pozzilll, a town about three miles north-
west of Venafro. The town lles in a corridor, vwhose long axis
lles in the direction-of our advance. In additidn, a good
mountain road leads to the north thru this corridor. Hlements
of the 179th Infantry found this spot and advanced againati
little opposition. Unfortunately, before this situation could
be exploited,lthe enemy moved strong forces into this area.
Conseguently, when the attack was again resumed in this zone
on the 6th of November, our forces met with stroﬁg enemy
resisﬁance. (51) |

For the next nine davs, the 179th Infantry fought a bitter
fight in the mountains, two miles to the north of Pozzilli,
against a deterﬁinad and stubborn enemy.

- The main part of the 180th Infantry followed the advance
of the 179th Infantry across the valley. Its obJectives were
-the forbidding heights of Mt. Corno and Mt. 3. Groce.- Theae
mountains, north-west of Venafro, rose from the floor of the
valley to the height of over 1000 meters. 3ince our forces
had direct obsérVation on the south slopes of these hills, the
German forces elected to defend the reverse {north} slopes
of the hills. The defense svstsm was elsborate. nls positlonas,
blssted out of rock, enabled him to place murderous fire on
anyone crossing the cerest. ~fter making a four day effort
to take these positions,; the 180th Infantry was relieved from
its ;osition in line, On 10 November, a battalion of Rangers
and o battellon of parachutists succeeded in dislodging the
enemy from his position in this area. (52)

The 157th Infantry entered the action on 11 November
against those enemy forces ta the north os Pozzilli, which
were holding up the advance of the 179th Infantry. It was
not capable of aGVancing; | |

(1) A, p. 5% (52) B, p. 10=.
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As the Z24th Division prepared to cross the Volturne, it
reallzed that the two key features In lts zoné of action were
the high ground in the vicinity of Roccaravindola in the right
(east) sector, and the high ground in the viéinity of fhe vlillage
of Santa Maria Oliveto. The 168th Infantry was given the
Koeccaravindola migsion. ‘The 133rd Infantry was to take Qlivato.

buring the night of 3-4 Hovember, the assault elements
of the 34th Division crossed the river valley against moderate
enemy active opposition. However, the price of the crossing
wag heaVy.due to extensive passlve defense measures. The
enemy, having had time to prepare for just such a crossing,
had sown an 1intricate and extensive mine fleld apparently
across the entire front of his position. Our reconmaiasance
of these flelds was necessarily meager bescanuse of the limited
time available, and because of the rather long distances in- |
volved for patrol activity on the broad valley floor. In
order‘for'the éttacking elements to be off the valley floor
before morning, 1t was necessary to pass thru the mine fields
with the least possible deley. Most elements assumed a s;ngle
file formation and just walked in the‘direction of thelr
objective. As the lead man activated a mlne, he was replaced
by the next man in thé column:and the advance continued without
delay. (54) |

- By noon, the 168th Infantry had entered the town of
Roccaravindola and, by that night, had secured the hills to
the'west and north-west, |
- The 133rd Infantry, encountering similar resistance,
croassed the river and, after davlight, occupied St. Maria
Oliv;%’;nd the hill $toc the west of ths town. ﬁuring the morning
they were ejected from both of these positions, but promptly

counterattacked and retook the objective. In the meantlime,

(52) A, p. 46; (54) L, p. 28.

(63)



a battalion of the 133%rd Infantry, advancing dn the left,
succeeded in taking hills located about a mile to the north-
west of the primary objective. (55) |

The 135th Infantry, which had not as yet béen committed
to actioh on this third crossing of the Volturno, was on
8 November commltted ag part of a task force with the mission
of driving on Montaguila, located in the extreme right (east)
of'the division zone. The task force consisted of the 13bth
Regiment, & ballation of tanks, a company of engineers and
some heavy weapons support. This powerful force drove on.the
town of Montagulla, taking it the same morning. (56)

It then proceeded to secure a geries of hills to-the west
and north-west for a distance of from one to two miles.

Active patroling indicated that extensive mine fields
existed in the zone of‘advance of the 34th Division.

By.this time, 12 Novembef, the 125th Infantry was in
contact with the 504th Parachute Infantry, guarding thg
right (east)} flenk of the 5th Army. The 504 was 1n the
vicinity of Colli and was in conbact with the British 8th

Army.,

ADVANCE OF THE FIFTH AKMY HALTED

By the middle of Noveﬁber, it was evident that any attempt
to advance deeper into the enemy's defensive positlon at thils
time would be ineffective. A variety of factors contributed
to establish this condition. (57) _

The problemf of supply was pfimary. It was apparenﬁ that
in order to crack the defense line additlonal guantitles of
materiel would be needed. This would place an additional
burden on the existing supply lines which were already bogging

down in the deep muddy roads. It, also, must be remembered

4
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that the supply of many forward units would be by hand-carry.
The problems of the engineers in keeping_the roads and bridges
open during the winter ralny season were many and éomplex.

The men in the line shffered from the constant wetness
of everything. The clothing issued the men was not adequate
protection against the bitter cold nights. Thers had been
little relief from active fighting asgainst the ehemy. Re-
placements were few. Because of the problems of supply, thse
men did not receive the minimum number of hot meals required .
f§r this type of fighting. _ _

4dd to. this the fact that.the'enemy occupied strong key
terrain features, and had recently been reenforced with fresh
troops. 4 témporary halt by our attacking forces was mandatory.

Congequently, on 15 November, the advance of the 5th Army

weg haited.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

A sfudy Of that poftion of the campaign just described
will serve to condense the numerous actions into procedures.
Some procedures greaﬁlj added to the success of the cempaign.
Qthers serve as lessons not-to be repeated.

A. The qverall plan of attack of the Volturno River was
sound, The main effort was made Dby the VI Corps to the east
of Triflisco. This area of wooded hills offered our troops
the advantage of maximum concealment, and, thereforé, thg best
'possible chance of success. It was realized priof to the
attack that the maln enemy gun area to the north of Triflisco
would have fo be turned by an advance from the east befors
those forces working forward on the coastal plain could be
successful. Albeit, it was necessary for 10 Corps to attack
aecross the coastal pleln, devold of cover, in order to force

the defenders to divide his fires. This strong gecondary
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attack would also make difficult for the enemy the problem
of committing hls reserves, |

B. The preparation and conduct of the Volterno River
crossing should receive speclal emphasis. It is the first
instance, involving our forces in this theater of war, of
having to cross a’fqrmidable river in the face of strong
enemy 0pposiﬁion. It gave us the bpportunity of putting.'
into effect our theories and training practices under condl-
tions which gave them the acid test. Generally speaking, the

crossing was successful, therefore,.our theories on river

‘crossings were correct in this csase, However, it will do well

to examine more closely individual incidents which will show
how well some principals were adhered to, and, on the other
hand, how some principals were, if not violated, handled |
loosely., |

(l)‘In the croésing of & battallon of the 54th'ﬁivision,
the engineers missed the crossing point decided upon during
the reconnaissance, Thils error caused a considersble delay in
the battalisn's crossing.. Since the mistake was n&t due-ta
enemy action, it is unfbrgivable.' Proper marking.of routes
and proper use of guldes would have prevented this.
(2) An_element of the 74th Division relied entire-
1y upon the use of assault boafs to effect its.erossing.
Since information concerning the rate.of flow of the river

was already in their hands, they most certainly should have

‘prepared alternate plans for the c¢crossing. As a result of

this oneness of plan, when the assault boats had drifted.so
far downstrezm, after a few trips, so.as‘to be useless, the
remalnder of the battallon had to make an emergency crossing
by wading thru water shoulder high ~¥ithout the benefit of
guide ropes. Two men were drownéd and most of the radio

sets were rendered useless.
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| (3) Since the engineers were unable to build any
bridges in the zone of advance of the 34th Division untii the
morning of 14 Qectober, sﬁpplies dwindled to a critically low
level, Had the division_been.ordered to'advance against |

determined resistance, prior to the night of the 14th, it.

- would have been unable to do so.

{(4) The Third Division, in having most of its imprﬁw
vised rafts broken up in the swift current, founa out that
improvised means are no sﬁbstitute for standard means. All
efforts should be exhausted In an attempt to get the necessary
number of standard 1£ems to accompliéh the job at hand,

(5) ‘The splendid job of the engineers in bullding the
bridge in thé Triflisco Gap cannot be overemphasized. Despite

constant, prereglstered artillery fire, the work on the bridge

- did not stop. The importance of the bridge can be seen from the

fact that. 7,200 vehicles passed over it in the first five days.
C. During the advance from the Volturno to near the
#inter Line, it was found fhat 1t was not always possible to
maintaln contact with the enemy, The GermahAdelaying forces,
using the rugged tefrain to its best advantage and augmenting
i1t with their expert use of demolitions, were able to bresk
contact almost at will. There 1is nothing wrong with the rule
that once having gained conﬁact, this contact must be maintained.
ilowever, 1t should be pointed out that this 1s not always possible,
D. (1) Theréro§sing of the Volturno for the third time by
the ®4th Divislon shows that there is no substitute for an
extensife and exhaustive reconnaissance. A unit 1is ﬁost likely
to suffer e¢rirpling losses in passing thru a mine fisld which
has not previously reconnoiﬁered.
(2) ahen the Germans ceased employing delaying tactlcs

and sssumed a defensive attitude, it was found that he often



and assumed a defenaive attitude, it was found that he often
slected to defend on the reverse slope of hills when it waas to
his advantage to do so. In this ﬁay, his positions avoided the
effects of our massed artillery fire and the fires of most of
our direct fire.supporting weapons. This type of defensive
_position wag effective and proved costly for us to take.

(3) The problem of protection agalinat the ﬁegther
was a serious one., The cases cited in which men were evacuated
as a direct result of the weather were merely representative
cases for the entire force. The severity of the winter westher
could certainly have-been ascertained prior to the operation, and
the clothing necessary to maintain the combat efficiency of
the soldlers should have been made available to them.

(4) By the time¢ the Fifth Army reached the Winter Line
the combat efficiency of all of 1ts divislons had been sgeriously
impaired. This was due to asveral reasons: lack of sparé
divisions to be used in relleving front 1line divisions, end,

men exposed to raw winter, for extended periods of time, with

insufficient supply of hot meals and protective clothing.

LESS0NS .
From my study of this operation, I believe the outstanding
lessons to be learned are as follows:

1. The prinéipal in the attack of making the main effort

TR ey Ly S

along the best route of approach to a position and launching a

A P——— T AT P .

seconaary attack along the next best route of approsasch applies
m

S TR, e AR D A

to units of 2ny .Sdifa.

T o o S

2, In the crossing of a swiftly flowlng river, when fording

isg at ail pessible, the use of guide ropes ls much more effective
B s o Y A otk MR S L vy .

than crossing by assault boat.
2, Improvised means for effecting a river crossing are

geldom as effective as the tried and tested standerd means.
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(4) Once a2 unit has forced a crosaing of a barrier, it

R
1s up to its supporting troopa +t0o insure an adequate flow of
Attt R . T A L e U B i o onn S e Pt T

supplies beyond the barrier, #ithout these supp.lies, the
el e .

unit cannot continue the advance,

e

(8) Terrain and the use of demolitions will permit an

. i i AN R A P

- enemy to break contact.

(6) There is no substitute for a thorough reconnalssance.

(7) A reverse sloye defense is an ellective defense,

——

e AN A T
and may prove to be the most coastly for the asttacker to

reduce., _ \

(8) The combat efficlency of troops is greatly lowered

B R,

when not given the proper number of hot meals and adequats

oo

vty TR,

protection agalnst the weather.
ey~ e

(9) The efficlency of unlts 1s sharply recduced following
e _ ot

a prolonged stay in the front lines without relief.
b i ol AR Ak WWMW
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