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OPERATIONE OF THE 89Zd4 %.D. BN. (-C0 A4)
IN SUPPORT OF THE 28th INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE VICINITY OF
VOSSENACK, GERMANY 2-9 NOVEMBER 1944, (RHINELAND CAMPAIGHN)
_ " (Bersonal Experiences of a Battalion §-3)

ORIENTATION

INTR0DUCT ION

This monograph covers the operati-ns of the 8934 Tank
Destroyer Battalion (-Co A), in the vicinity of VOSSLNACK,
Germany, 2-9 November 1944, during the battles of the
HURTGEN FOREST, _ _

In order.to orient the reader it will be necessary to
discuss briefly the ma jor events which led up to this action,
You will recall thet the Western Front at the end of

October was fairly stabilized, with the German Armies occ-
upying terrain favoring the defense., To the north, water
barriers faced the British and Ganadiaﬁ forcéé, in the
center the SIEFGRIED LIKE end METEZ fortifiéations faced the
Twelfth Arﬁy Group, and to the santh the VOSGES Mountains
faced the Allied forces. (1) (See Map A)

o In this center area First Army was to launch an attack
toward COIOGNE with its main effort on the left in the sector
of VII Cprps. (2) V Corps on the right of VII Corps was |
directed to coﬁduct,a preliminary operation to secure SCHVWIDT
and the ROZRX River dams to-preﬁent thé eﬁemy from using the
dame to flood the area t5 the north through which the major
attack would pase. (3) The 28th Infantry Division as part of V
Corps had moved into positions east of ROTY,GHAMANY by the 27th
of October, (See Maﬁ B) and prepared to jump.off 31 October; {4)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

Immediately to the north, VII Corps was building up to

launch the main attack in the direction of DUREN and COLOGHNE

(1) a-1,

(2} A-2, p.57
(3) a-2, p.8&7
{4) A-10, p.b




a8 800on &8 the dams were seized. To the south, othcr elements
0of V Corps were prepared to Join the 28th Division in rolling
up the difficult SEIGFRIED Line defenses from the flank snd
rear as faf south as MONECHAU,., This would give us another
-good supply route to the COLOGNE Plaln. |
In planning the attack of the 28th Diviesion it wag assum-

ed that 1t would be an infantry sotion for several reasons.
Aerisl photographs snd intelligence information indicated that
there was no road or trail from VOSSENACK to SCHMIDT and there-
fore no vehiclaes could support the attack initially. Another
reason was that the SCEMIDT area was apparcntly frce of eneny
armor,., Finally, it was believed that our artillery and alr foroce
could effectively isolatc the battlefield once the operation |
‘started. (5) |

DISPOSITIONS AND PLALS OF THE 28th INFANTRY DIVISION

TQ agsist the reader in understanding the narrstive and
the actions of the tank destroyer battalion it is necessary to
describe the dispositions aﬁd plans of the divieion in some
detail. :

The ESth Infentry Division was disposed with three regiments
generally abreast on a five mile front. (See Map C) Employment
of its regiments was practically dictated by V Corps. The 109th
Infantry on the north was to sttack north through'the forest
until it reached the cleared ridge on which the town of HURIGEN
was located. This would serve two purposes: firét, gsecure the
north flank of the division from serious counterattacks which
the enemy had launched from this directismn on the division
which the 28th had just relieved. Secondly, it would secure a
line of departure'from_which another division could later use

to seize the town of HURTGEKN., (6)




On the right of the 109th Infantry the 1l2th was.to
attack to secure VOBBENACK then tﬁrn southeast and take
KOMMERSCHEIDT end SCHMIDI, the latter being the primary
objective of the division. {7) The 110th Infantry, less one
battalion.which gonstituted the division reserve, was on the
right of the 112th Infantry and was to attack south, secure
objectives albng the KALL River and the roasd betwsen SCHMIDY
and KESTERNICK. To their right (west) was the 28th Rec-
onnaisance troop.operating South of JEAGER HAUS.-

Division Artillery was to support the attack with
conventional fires omn all known or sﬁapacted targets from
(H-60) 0800 D-Day and thereafter largely on cell of the
infantry. The 893rd Tank Destroyer Battﬁlion (Cok), the unit
with which we are cohcarned,.was operstionally controlled by
the Divieion Anti-Tank Officer who served as a member of the
- staff of the éftillery commander. This battalisn was initally
asaigned the mission of reinforcing the fires of the general
suppnrt artillery, and preparing'plans for thé empldyment of
the battalion in the anti-tank defense of the division's
gone., (8) _

The oppoeing forces were estimated at 5000 Infantry on
the immedlate front of the division of which 2000 were not yet
comnitted. These troops wers the.major eleménts of the
Germaﬁ 275tk Infantry Division, Additional troops c¢ould be
myved in from less active fromts. {9)

The 28th Division after almost a months rest on & quiet
sector of the SEIGFRIED Line had received many replacments
and was nearly full strength. Its combat efficiency was

excellent, while that of the Germans waé considered gocd. (10)

(7) A-7, p. 286
{8) A-2, p, 3 Personal EKnowledge
(9) 4-7, p. 288
(10) A-10, P. 5



Poor weather prevailed tefore and during the operation}
with-fog, rain, snow and cold cioudy days following each other,
Roads in the divisiﬁn-area were fom sod as a result of wet
weather, soggy. The terraln was hllly and generally heav11y
wooded with cleared ground on the ridges where towns were
Ircated.

The status of Bupplies.waa good. the major’shortagé in
211 units bteing overshoes. Artillery ammunition wae in liﬁitgd
supply, tut considered adequate for the operatioh.

DISPOSIITONS 4D PLANS OF YHE 8934 7, D, BN. (See Msp C)

By the 30th of October the 8934 ©. D. Baitalion, less Go.
A and the lst Heconnaisance Platoon which were on- & mission |
with cavalry troops ts the south, had moved.into ite assigned
indirect fire positione to eﬁpport the attack the following
day., (See Chart 1 for Tank Destroyef Battalisn Organization
and Data) The battalibn command post and eervice elements
were in the v1c1n1ty of MILILARSCHUT [E. Co. "R" some 3000

yards northeast, and Co, "C" was located about 2000 yards
southeast 5f the town, 'The.battalion at this time was at full
gtrength in personnel, replacements having arrived wblle tho
unit wae sn a comparativly nuiet sector to the sauth. (11)

The tattalion also had its full compliment of wheeled and :

track vehicles, lese one tank recovery'vehiclé. The major
supply shortages were in ﬁinter ciothing. particulsarly over-
shoes ﬁnd gloves. (1€) The coﬁbat efficiency wae considered
excellent.

‘The terrain in this area pisyed a critical part in the
operaiion to follow, and deserves further emphasis to assist
the reader in ahtalnlng a mental picture of VOSLENACK and
vicinity., (See Map D) The forest which cnvered the entire

ares., except on the ridges where the villages_ﬁere located,

(11) pereonsl knowledsge _ S .
(12) Statement of Major Willism P. “Hunter, then Battalion S-4

4 Bgt. 49 |
‘ 6




consisted of piﬁe tfees averaging seventy-five feet tall. So
dense was their growth that éven in broed dayligﬁt only a
triékle'of sunlight filﬁered through, Cutting the farest up
into huge squares were fire lanes and tralls. ‘hese lanes and -
trails were soft and soggy from froquént raiﬁs. AB you emerge
from the woods in the vicinity of GERMETER and 1’0k generally
north to the next clearing part of the town of HURILGEN is seen.
Following this ridge around to thé eact you see the towns of
BAAIDENRERG and PERGSITKEIN. Next is a sharp drop to the KALL
River valley and finally to the Southeast the hill on which
EOMMEASCHEIDY and & portion of SCHMIDI can be seen, All these
towns form a horseshoe of terrain dominating the VQSEENAGK
'finger' at a range of aboﬁt 3000 yards or 1éss. The only
paved rosd in the srea runs north to HUXIGEN,(13)

The gun -companies organized their fire direction centers
had thelr positions surveyed in, prepared fire possibility-
charts, cleared trees masking their fire and placed the
authorized 50 rounds pér gun on positioﬁ. The tattalion estab-
lished limson with each infantry_regimént and'division artillery.
Wire and radio 6ommunicafions were estatlished within th§ battalion
and tied in with the 630th Tank Destroyer Pattalion (Towed). One
radio channel was set oﬁ the Division Alr 0. P. frequency, Thé
-firing schedule for the attack the following morning was sent to
the gun companies. Although they had not yet registered due to
limited visitility they were prepared to fire. (i4)

There was no enemy armcr_in the area, however planning for
the employment of the battalioﬁ in ité priméry mission was con=-
current with the plans and activities necessary to deliver
supporting fires, i.deconnaisance Company (less 1 platooﬁ w/Co.A)

made a reconnaisance of the road net in the division area to

!

(13) Personal knowledge
(14) A-9, p, 3, personal knowledge
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Getermine the most likely routee of enemy tank approach and
'poeition areas to counter such moves. _

The prevailing bad wemther which had prevented tho.rc—
gistration of the gun companies aleo resulted in orders post; _
poning the divieions' attack which was to have taken-plaqe tho 
following morning.(15) In spite of the fog, rain and mist

which continued throughout most of the operation, the sttack
was finally ordered for 0900 hours 2 November 1944,.(16)
This postponement gave all units additionﬁl time to per-

feot plane and study the terrain.

FINAL PREPARATIONS FDR THE OFFENSE
The next two days (31 October and 1 November) were spent
rounding out unfinished details, Ihe gun compsnies were regist-
_orod, F.D.C.'s and gun crews organized to fifo on & 24 hour
'-schedulo, fhroo days emergency rations on each destroyer were
verified énd thfoo rounds per gun of & new type high veloocity
. ermor plercing smmunition (HVAP) was placed in resdy racks.
All troope wers fed "B" rations while in indirect fire positions,
Tenative plans "A™ and "Bﬁ for the employment of the bat-
talion in its primary mission were drawn up after a conference
with the officers Of Reconnaisance Company and a personal rﬁcon-
neisance by the baftalion commander and his oporations;off-
icer. These ﬁlans fitted in with the over-sll anti-tank ;nd
traffic circulation plans of the division and were sapproved.
Plan "A"-waa designed to stop tank attacks from the direction of
HURTGEN, which was conpidarad the main route for énemy armored
ﬁttack into the division ﬁroa. Plan‘“B“ was designed to block
the east and south routes of approach into the area, although
no routes of approaoh from the east could be dedﬁctod from map.

and serisl photograph studies. Primary positions for both plans

(15) A-7, p. 286, A-10, p. 5
(16) A-6, p. 90



-were generally in the CEaMETER -~ VOSSENACK area for 1 cnmpaﬁy
with second company acting as reserve and adding depth at
- critical road jumctions. Company commanders were furnished
copies of the plans and an operationé codo covering the
division area to inclﬁde.the objectives. duestions relative
to both the plams and code were answered at the time of issue,
(17) |

Information as to importénce of the operation was at this
time 1acking,‘glthough it was learned thet plans were made to
Bupport this oﬁération to the north and south. Up until the
Jump-off time mo ememy armor was reported in the ares, (18)

Meanwhile supply elememts were concerned with hauling
fhree inch ammunition to the gum positions, and in one in-
stance a8 road df emptj ammunition boxes.was éonstructed'over
S0ggy ground in order for the trucks to resch a rlatoon firing
position ia B Companies area. (19)
| Reconnaisance company estsblished liasom with the 294th
Engineer Battélion manning road blocks aiong road and trails
ih the northern section of the-divieion area, gemerally 3000
yards west of the town of HUWIGEN, (20) (See Map D)

Prior to H-hour the division received an sdditiomal
mission to9 attack southwest from SCHIIDT, take STECKENBORN
and aid im the defgnao of the KESTERNICK ares whigh troops
~ to the south were to mssault shortly, (21) ihis order had no

effect on the immediate dispositions or plams of the battalion.

NARRATION
+HE PALTALION SUPPORTS WHE AVIUACK.

-

At 0800 hours (H-60) 2 November 1944 Companies "B" amd "Q"
tegan their achedule of suprortiag fires. These cdmceatrations

covered the emtire division zone, particularly knowr and

(177 A~11 KoV, and personal knowledge

(18) A-9, p.2, personal knowledge

(19) Statment of Mej. William P. Humter Battaliom S-4 4 Net., 1944
(20) 4-9, p. 3 '
(21) aA-7, p. 286
. 9




suspected enpﬁy infantry positions, and wero_daliver?d in son-
~ slderable volume, | |

One hour later the attack. jumped off on schedule end the
fires Of.the battalioh for'the rest of the day were.mostly
infartry support missions. _Iﬁ the morth of the divisiom zone
‘the 109th Infantry msde good pfogfeas averaging 500 yards or
more through ﬁarbed ﬁifg,.Schu-mines and booby traps éll
covered by machine gun and Bmall arms fire. TIm the cemnter,
one battallon of the 112th Infantry, supported by elememts of
the 707th Tank Battalion jumped off from positions im the
wo0ds just west of the GLMEUix road, took WOSSENACK by early
aftermron and remﬁined-tharq'as plasned, To the south the
110th Infhntry received comsiderable artillery ead mortsr
fire, which combimed with the enemy stubbbrnly defending
conmcrete pillboxes amd extenaive entrcnehmenta limited their
advanoe to 200 yards. (22)

4bout moon this first day, when it was apparemt that the
attack on VOSSENACK was meéting with success, the commander
of the 893d Talk.Destroyer Battalion initiated plans for the
fprwar& displacement of the two'gun_companies. At 1300 hours
the first report of enemy érmor waes received from Divisiom
Artillery. This report imdicated 10 spemy tanks had moved
into the woods ssutheast of KLEINHAU, and shortly thereafter
another.report was received stating that 2 enemy tanks had
moved into the woods northeast of the same town, (23} (Ses
Map D) - |

During tho'day plementn of iecomnaisamce company performed
missions aseigned by battaliom. They reported that the road-

_bloeka along the north of the division zome were im some cases .

(82) A-6, p.91
(23) A-11, 2 November personal kmowledge
10



invdlved in firefights but, since our.engineera_were about
Eo.strong at each position, supﬁorted by Anti-tank guns, 50
caliber machlne guas and had mimed g2ad bLoohy trapped the ares
" mo threat coula be forseen from that direction. They also
reported that the emgimeers following the 112th Infantry.hﬁd
swept the trail southwest of RIGHELSKﬂUi anﬁrroad as far as
~the church in VOS:ENACK. (See Map D) Recommaisance company
also seleoted tenative positioné for the gum compamies some
2500 yérda‘west of RICHELSKAUL. The Pioneer Platoom removed
mines and felled trees inm the selected areas to prepare'them
for_indirect-firing. |

Up umtil 1700 hours the gum compamies fired some 2600
rouads, "BY Company firimg over half of this amount;_most nf
it being infartry supportimg fire. (24) -

Durlng the night 2-3 November the companlea fired im-
terdictory and harrsssing fires,

O» & November plaens for displacemenmt were spproved, the
actual movument.to the neﬁ poeitione to take place the follow-
ing mofning. During the day the battalion laid wire from the_'
selected site to the neafest artillery unit for fire control,
established liasom aad arranged for survey. An artillery
observer reported three snemy tanks 1000'yards north df
RU~TGEN at 1100 hours; This was oaly enemy armor reported -
in the area during the day.(25) Duriag the gite 3-4 November
Companies fired interdictory and héfrassing fires. One gun
of fC" Company developed a leaking recoil system and was ordered
out of action.

iWo battalioms of the 112th Iafantry had moved out oa this

date, and after some minor skirmicshes ome battalion wee im

(24) A-11,2 November 44
(26} persymal knowledge
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KOMMERoUHSIUT and the other moved om to SGHHIﬁT. The division
hed reached its objective and had completoiy suprisod'the spemy
in the SCHEMIDT area. However the overall picture in the
divieion left much to be accomplished. SCHMIDT had mot beenm
entirely cleared of tﬁe enemy. By mightfall only thrﬁe tanks
of'the'VOVth Pank Eattaliqn had masseged to cross the narrow,
steep, unimproved trail the imfamtry hsd used to oross the
KALL ﬁivarrvalley. 'This was the route to be used im supplying
the régiment in SCEMIDT. The battaliom of the 112th Iafantry
remaining in VOESENACK was:faceiving-accurate enemy.artillery.
fire. Tﬁ the north the 109th_Infantry was8 heavily eagaged inm
See-saw battles, repulsimng one majof countcratta¢k. To}tho
south‘the 110th Iafantry could make orly limited gaims im the‘
heavily-fortified fdrest. Casﬁlties in the asssulting umits
were'heavy. (26) |

IEE BArralion 1o QOMMITYED Ih I45 ANTI-TAHK ROLE

At 0910 hours om the 4th, 14 enemy tamks were fcporfed'
southeast and east of VBS8EHACK,'thoir exact location nof yet
krmown, At 1000 houre the divieiom Anti-tamk officer passed on
to battaliom the missionm to repel & tank atteck coming from the
direction of HURTGEﬁ, using ﬁlun'"B" modifieé. Company "C"
less ome platoor was givem the missiom and ordered to the
vicinity of RICEELSKAUL, preceded by slements of its attached
Reconnaisance platoon, The remeiming Piatpon comsisting of 3
gums.was ardered to the mew imdirect fire positiom. A radio
relay station was set up om high ground some 3000 yards west
of RICHELSKAUL im order that comtact be maintaiped with the
battalior commend post snd "B" Company im the rear and the

battaliom commanders party amd "C" Compamy im the vicimity

{(26) a-2, p.69
A-6, p. 91 .
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of RICHELSKAUL.

 Meanwhi1e elements of Recomnaisance Company continuing thelr
mission of route reconmalsancs rcpofted thatvthe nmaim road emter-
img RICHELSKAUL from the soufh was not entirely inm ourlhands
nor was it cleafod of mines. They also reported that the trail
entering GERMETER from the wedt was not yet cleared of mimes
and that the morth south trail some 1000 yards west of GERMETER
was mined 506 yards north.of the trail jumetiom. (See Map D)

In the GERMETER-VOSSENACK ares enemy tenks had beenm meither
seen mor heard. Towed guas of the 630th Temk Destroyer Battaliom
which had supoorted the initial attack of the 112th Iafantry weres
well disposed along the GERMETER road smd additiomsl towed gums
were reported onfoute. Simce there wag mo tamk attdck, nor
Company was ordered to move its mew imdirect fire posiﬁions and
inetall grousers. (Grousers were attachmemts for full-tracked
vehicles which gave them iacreased traction for ncgotiating,aoft
and ateep grduld.)

An additiomal mission to recommsiter for other rﬁutas to
KOMMERSCHEIDT was received simce it was apparent the trail
beingrused by the tanks of the 707th Tdﬁk Battalion wes a&lmost
impasseible. The pldtoon leader of the‘Rccoinaisanco attached )
to "G" Company completed this task snd reported that mo osther
route wae passable, that the route the'tanké were using nesded
improvemeat because it was toonarrow fﬁr our vehicles and that
it was blocked by three tanks which’haﬁ thr0wn tracks JT were
otherwise démagcd. The LHecomeaisance officer also roportedr
that the earliest time the trail could be oleﬁred wag by dawm
the followimg morming and then only by additiohal help for,

or increased effort by the emgimeers. This imformation wae
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passed om to Divieiom by radio amd to the Divisiom Amti-tank
officer who arrivod ét RICHELSKAUL about 1430 hourB. {e7)

Reports of enémy‘tanks contimned to come il. includingfa_
radio. imtercept report that énemg tanks were moving against
SCHWIDT, Sinmce the towed Tank Destroyera were w0t to arrive
for some time, the Divisiom ATQ ordered that two platooms of
the 8954 ID Bm. take up positioms im VOSSHWACK. The gume moved
up'to RICHELSKAUL.whilc the compamy commamder and platoonm |
lesders wemnt imto VOSSENACK to seleot positioms im the rubble
of the towm. It was almost dark befdro'they returned and took
the guas ihto-positions, ?he COMPaRY dommandqr'reported he had
been unsble to determinéiilfantry dispositions im town simce
orly @ few mem were Seem and these sﬁffering from fatigne armd
shock due to heavy enemy artiliery fire. Simsce the aitﬁapion
was obscure the battaliom commamder, his party énd the Division
40 decided to contact the commemder of the 2d battalioa 112th
Infantry to effgct necesaary coordimstiom, At thc.Ihfﬁntry cP
it was learmed that the heavy artillery and mortar fire, which
let up to some extent at nit@. was caﬁsing exceptiomelly heavy
ossulties to the imfamtry dug im om the east B8loped of VOSSENACK
and that & tenk aftack Was}expodted. Liasom and coordimation

ﬁerc eiffected about 1915 hours. <The 3d Platoon of'“c“ Company
w28 im positions south of the towm mear the church, amd the
1st Platoom wae im position of readiness‘neﬁr GERMETER.

While tha_battalion commanders ' party was im VOSSENACK
ofders wers received at 1700 hours from Division Artillery to
mve the_number‘of destrayers mecessary to VOSSE&AGK to repel
any tank attasck. Sincé the battalion commsader was onm font

and could mot be comtacted, the executive officer ordered "R"

(27) A-9, p.5, persomal knowledge
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Company to VOSSEHACK immediately., So it was a&s the battalion
comramisr was returmimg to the division CP that he met "B"
Company 5n the trail southwest of RICHELSKAUL. Upom learming
that division hed ordered them up, the battaliom commamder
ordered them to take up positiome in GERMETER ard await further
“instructions. Sevgral_destroyérs had togged dowm in the o0ld
Varea but by dawn the compény tank recovery vehiﬁle had draws -
them out and théy had joimed the compsny in GERHETER. (28) o

Uporm arrival at the Divisiom CP at 2150.hours instructions
were received to send one compamy to KOMMERSCHEIDT as soom as -
the road wae opemed. A combimed imfartry-tamk attack by elee
ﬁents of the 89 Infaatry Divisiow and 116th Fanzer Divigion
had retakem SCHMIDT early in the day. <Lhe 28th Divisionm planned
to attack SCHMIDY againm the following day, amd "C" Company
‘would have the mission of cstablishihg road blocke om the three
routes imto SCHMIDY. (29}

The battalion Qommgﬁder and operatibna;offiaer then rﬁturned :
2 the béttalion Gommamd post where remaimder of. the staff and
the_Recoinaisanoe Compemy commamder were briefed. The latter
officer was given a brief writtem order for "B" amd "C" Company
éommanders and told to elaborate om this to ihsure,understanding
of the new missiom assigred esch compamy, These instructions
called for "C" Company to eross to KD?MERSCEEIDT a8 800RM as the
trail was opsned, g Company to move imto VOSCLEMACK, inform
the infantry batfalion commander of the change and relieve
ngn Coﬁpany's lissor at that command post. |

A review of the events taking plac§ on 4 November indicated

that the situatisa was nst too promising. Eneiy artillery and

mortar fire was heavy and accursts, enemy'tanks'were repsrted

(28) personal knowledge
(29) A-9, p.é

A-7. p. 292

A-Z2, p. 69
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on all three sides of the divisionn sallent trouble with the

MER across the EALL Hiver was 1ncreaaing, units south of the

river were under almost continunus pressure, in the south,
a.battalion of the 110th, thé diviéiohs omly reserve} hed

reached SIMOHSKALL im a flamking move; all unite were suffefing
heavy.casulties; end the ememy's pressure wss incraasing.'

Weather comtimuned to be lad therﬁby eliminating needed air-
support. Commumication was almyst entirely by rédio, since

~wires were destroyed almast as.sédn &8 they were repaired; (30)
Durimg the might 4-5 lovember Compamies "B".and ngn

. made their chamge-over in VO:ISENACK durilg which time their
movements brought om am artillery comcentration which tlenketed
the tywn, One platoom of "B" Company wag guided by the. infantry to
poaitlons on the open slope east of YOE SEHACK enroute they 1ost
one destroyer which fell thru rubble into =2 cellar, A secomd
platosna was disposed'north of the center of tbwn and the laet
platoon took up posltlons on the left of the Becond platoon.
”eanwblle "en uompany moved to an allembly area south of VOESENACK
where the trail enterse the woods and waited for the attached ’
‘Reconnaisance platoom to.report the route open. Here the des-
troyers took om mortar aad miscellaneous émmunition which am
officer of the 112th ssked them.to take across the valley.

The three gua platoon of "G Compamy lost another destroyer which
hlt a mine on the trall southwest of RICEELSLATL, as it ws:s coming
up to joim the remaimder nf the compemy. By the time they had
removed the casulties, ammunitiom and useful equipment and

arrived im VOSIENACK, it was daylight and ‘the other platooms of

"C" Compamy were in the KALL valley enraute to KOMMERSCHEIDT.

(30) A'6, P_o 91
A-7, p.292
. A-10, p.96
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THE SITTUATION BECOMEZ CnITICAL

'By 0530 5 November the engineers had opened the MSK to
KOMMBESCHEIDT but 1t still required consideraﬁle skill to
negotiate, By 1000 hours eix of the eight destroyers had
reached the town, One had been 1mmobllized by artillery fire
in the draw and ites crew was kllled or captured by Germans on
ratrol, Qne had devaloped an »il leak.and made it osnly to the
edge of the'ﬁoods north of the town,.where.it atopped for
repairs, It took over frur hours ts negotiate s»me E000 yards,

These éuns arrived as the infantry was réceiving its second
crunterattack of thé day. The T, D; rlatorn leaders conferred
with the tank platoon leader who had been there since th§ night
of 3 Novemter. His fecommendatijns were acqepted'and the lst
platoah' moved in passltions west »f the town with his 3 tanks
and the 3rd Platoon moved east of town; The combined fire of
the iDs, Tanks and Infantry broke up the crounterattack.

This same morning st 0715 the situation in VOSSENACK was
entirely ﬁefogged. The battalisn commander and his sperations
officer while enrnute to th=t town recgived‘a report from "B"
Company that the infantry reported an enemy tank attack on the:
town. Shortly thereafter another repsrt stated that ;2 Tiger
Teanks supﬁorted‘by infantry were approaching the town. (31)
Still no repsrt came from "B" Campany indicating they were
ergaged., Upon=érriv&l‘at the "B" Company CP at RICEELEKAUL
at 0800 the battalion commander osuld find no evidence of a
tank attack, Meanwhile the destrsyers in town found the artiilg
ery and mortar fire the hﬁttest they had ever encHhuntered.

It was necessary that they Peep thelr redios on 24 hours a day."
This caused the batteries to weaken rapidly in the co1d
weather, and it was therefore_necessary to charge them fre-

quently using the two diesel motors which furnished power to

(31) A-11, 5 lovember
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move'the destroyer, This attracted considerabie fire to,be_
difected.at them, and mnoh of it fell om the infentry. By
noon each »f thé four T. D's, nn the'siope east of VOSSENACK
had been hit four times, their infantry guiae was killed
and six creWmen'wﬁu;ded by\fragments coming thru the open
turrets, Equipment and-stoﬁage on the outside of the vehicle
‘was being kuocked off or torm to ghreds. All pigtdons had
simiiiar experiences. Jhey could only sit there and hope to
8pot ome of the frequently reported enemy tamks, but mo
target appeared. (32) | |
Over onm the 'hill' (the nickmame which wus bestowed om

KOMMEﬁSCHEIDT) the enemy was growing stroanger by the hour.
He cantinund to blamket the area with artillery end direct fire,
and made repeéted counterattacks. Duiing_the day the third
pla toon liadcr and his orew were kiiled by ah'explosion inside
the turret, the first‘platoon leader w+s wonnded &8 were a
nunmter of the crew mem in toth platnoms. Four esemy tanks were
feported knocked out..(szj'-By 1630 thie dey (5 November) the
remaining two-gun plation had been guided scross the KALL Hiver
and was ordered irto reserve positions ﬁorth of KOMMERSCHEIDY.
This piatoon wag furthur instructed to move into towm at dawn
the following morniﬁg. (34)

- 8hortly after dark, atout 1730 hours the battalion com-
mender received a message to report to the P of the 707th
Tark Rattalion, north of JEAGEL HAUS, (See Map D) Here the
battalion commanders of thé 3d Battalinn 110th Iafamtry, 707th
rtank Battaelion and 8934 lamk Destroyer Battaliom discussed |
the organizatiom of Yask Force nipple, so named since ILt.

Colonel iipple, the tamk battalica commander, was in command.

(32) persomal krowledge
(32) A-11, 052115 Hovember 44
(34) 4-10, p. 108
personal knywledge
Statement ILt. W. Fuller Roa. Ptrn, Ldr. atehd. Co., "Q"
18 Nov 44 '
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Tncluded in the force were the elements of hG" Company im the
KOMMERSCHEIDT,@rea and one'ﬁlatoon of_"B"_COmpan&, in the
VOSCEWACK ares which was to move acrose the draw with s supply
column 2f the 112th Infantfy sbout midnite, 5-6 November. (35)

Durieg each might all.units.engaged im a frastic effort.
to resupply, evacuate casulties, amd briag up available
replacements. It was durimg this might that the situatiom im
the EALL valley alﬁng the MSR became évon more critical. The
"g" Compamy commsmder amd his Reconmaisance platoon leader had
returmed to VOiSZNACK early im the night 6-6 November to pick
up ammunition end try to get immediate replsacemeats for his
~two platoom leaders. The lissom officer with the 112th Im-
fantry wse assigned-to "C" Compamny @8 & replacement énd alter
they had secured the emmumitiom they moved to the head of the
draw where a column of weasels (M-29 Cargo Carriers) and jeeps
were held up, Wﬁel they heard sn explosion they assumed the
trail‘had beer mined amd returmed to VOSSERACK to try earl& tre
aeXt morming whem the trail wss cleured.

Aotually Germgn Combat Petrols had ambushed the infemtry
supply columa aad the eagimeer company., Axm aid statiom im the
KALL velley was visited by enemy fatrol'members whom the ald men
observed mining the trail, (36)

Iﬁ VOSSEﬁAUKI"B“ Compamy with recovery vehicle attempted to
evacuate the destroyer which had fallem im & cellar. Umknowa
to them enemy heavy morters had registered on the destrbyor
dﬁring the day end after they had dismoumted and hooked up thg
destroyer ard attempted tn hoist it sut, the soumd sf racimg
motors brought im a mortar éonceﬁtration which seridusly

. wounded the compamy motor sergeant and ome mecramnic. The

(20) personal knowledge
(26) A-10, p. 130-133
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destiroyer was 1eft 1nrtha cellar,

S0 1t_wen£1during the night while the battalisn commander
~and his,cperafions officer were at the divisinon CP with Lt.
Cdlonel_Ripple enordinating gnd receiving final instructions
relative td the téak force that the suﬁply ryute wés not
completely in our hands. ;This was the route to ﬁe used by the
light tank compsany of th§ 707th Tank Battalion, the platoon
of Tank Destroyers from "B" Comvany and the battalion of the
110tk Infantry, which under Colonel Ripple was to cansol;date
with all forceslat ﬁOMMERSCHEIﬁT and atfack to retazke SCHMIDT,

About 05630 6 November "C" Gomﬁany ecomnander, & replacenent
officer, and thé Reqonnaisance-Platoan Leader, with ;heirljeeps.
1oade¢ with ammunition followéd‘the Reconnaisance platoon
lesder for another try at the KALL yalléy. 'They had not gone
more than 300 yards south of VOSSENACK when the Reconnaissnce
Officer spotted an smbush of about 40 Germans. Both sides
opened fire st the‘Same time, & PANEZERFAUST hit the Reconn-
aisance Nfficers' jeep and = burst from a German machine gun
hit his machine gunner and = msn in the back seat, "C" Compsany
- Commender's machine gun jhmmed and he was forced to bail sut as
a German lunged st him with a bayonet. Ihie he slapped aside and
with those who had not teen hit returned t» VOSSENACK. Here
they found the 24 Platoon of "B" Company which was gring to
attempf to'cross the valley 8lane since they had not seen the
supply cnalumn earller in the night, (37)

Tre Reconnaisance Platoon Leader asked for two destroyera
to help him get his two men who had been wounded., It was still
dark and foggy and as they neared the ambush ﬂe gave the order

to fire. The destroyers opened up with machine guns they had

(37) Statement Lt, Jack W, Puller,
Reconn. Ptn, Ldr. 18 Nov. 44
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installed oa the top of fhe turrets, killing and woundiag
some of the Germans, the rest fled. They foumd the two men,
oné dead, the other seriously wounded.

About this time, Colomel :iipple and the imfaatry battalion
arrived. The "C" Compaay commander.reqﬁested a platoonm of
infartry to clear the MSER and acoompai& the Tank Destroyer
platoom aeross the valley. This wag mot possible im view of the
mission assligned the Task Force, its reduced strength {the
battalion was drwa to-EOO‘mnn plué'lOO heavy weapoms men) and
becanuse it ﬁaé an engineer missior to kesp the trail opemsd.
"Gf Uompany commander therefore crossed on.foot with the in-
‘fantry column which skirted the trail asnd foaght its way thru
the valley. (26) The Reconmaisance Platoon Teader was left to
guide the destroyers up, and as they started down the trail
they met some engineers who t>1d them damaged vehicles blocked
the trail sand that 1t was mined, They returned to the edge »of
the woods and waited for it to be cleared.

On 6 Nlovember operatione e¢ratimued with but little success,
The initistive waa'passing to.the sxemy. it.e weather comtimued
to bte bad, roads wére Quagmires, there w:s mo place for mea to
dry their wet clothimg, enemy artillery, direct fire and small
arme poured iato EOMMERSCHEIDT, from three sides, VOSSENACK
received its chare of enemy.fire. The situation im VDESENACK
wag, by nyom comeiderasbely weakened. The Germams had moved im
a8 far as the éhurch. (39) (See Map D) A visit to the tank
cﬁmpany CP in GERYETER was made to coordinate a counterattack
to be made by therengineeré, sﬁpnorted bty tanks and ©Ds. This
counterattack took place early im the afternoss snd was anly

partly successful., Another was planuned for the frllowing

(38) A-10, p.138
(29) A-10, p.163
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moreing &8 more ergineers were arriviag to fight as iﬁfantry.-
A visit t5 the Imfantry battaliom CP m VOS:ENACK which was nmow
located in a cellar om-the morth side of tows, some 200 yards
west of the church brought forth a request for some fire on a8
unkaswn number of euemy 120 mm mortars ia the draw slout 600
yards morth of the CP, . The-platoon leader of the first platoon
- in "B" Compamy hud reported that hqavy myrtar fire wuis coming
in on him from this same area, |

Goﬁpany "B" was aesigned the missiom, mmd the Reooﬁnais-
ance Company Commander volunteered to'obsérve and adjust the
fire of the two guns'from the 2& rlatoon which were readied.
to move out. Using 8 handy-talkie radio the Recommaisance
Nfficer moved to the open ground north of VOSSENACK, while the
TDs moved to positioms some 500 yafda east of GERMETER. 4
comcentration of high explosive amd white phosporus was air-
ected at‘the Reconnaisance Officer as he adjustéd time fire -
over their gemeral locetion. Hé then called for super-quick
fuses. The mortar fire ceased as the three-imch guns raked
_up anrd down the draw. lo further morter fire was received
from that directiom.{40)

The fhird platoon of "B" Gompany waited all day at the
head of fhe draw, Thewengiheer work im the valley.waa slow;
most of them havimg beem pulled out to fight,as iafaatry in
VOSSELACK. Shortly after dark & Germam patrol atfacked tp?
destroyers., ihe patrol ﬁas.finally driven off by the aumber
of hand grenadeé throwm at them, The,platoon_requeatéd and
received permissiom to returm to GERMETER,

In KOMMERSCHEIDT the 6th of November was & bad day. Only

two types of positions were avallable, cover pssitioms im the

(40) personal knawledge
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woode north of:tawn_or exposed poritione on the flanks 5f town
and in the rubble. These exposed positions were under enemy
tank and gelf-porpelled gun fire, principally from the dom-
inating SCHMIDT ares and the east, It w@a necesaafy far the
armor to sccupy the exposed positions if the infantry was to
kold KOMMERSCHEIDT. 'All thoughtof attacking SCHMIDT was forgot-
ten, It taoﬁ'all forods availatle to hold against the frequent
: eﬁemy attacks throughout the day.

During the day "C" Company wae reduced to three operational
deatrgyer#, five damaged destiroyers, and crew membera of guns
incapable of firing now'fighting a8 infantry. The emergency
rations and smsll arms smmunition étowed on the vehicles were
teing put to.use; It was their only source 6f supply. How=-
ever'they were little concerned with eatihg, only with survival
and relief, Four fully opcratidnal tanks were left at the end
‘0f the day. Three others had damsged turrets.

On the division front thére‘wés little progress during the
6th »f November. To the north the 109th Infantry continued
'_pressurc, and ihrthe aftefnoon the léth HOCT of the 4th Infantry
Divisiosn Tegan to reliasve them. - To the south the 110th Infantry
cleared several pockets of resistance within their ares. Artil-
lery, mortar, and small arms fire continued to be heavy and
casualties mounted, (41)

During the night o7 November the prineiple concern of the
btattalisn commander wags to reinforce and'resupply Company "C".
The -112th Infantry Supply officer had assigned the battalion
two weasels for resupply of fhe company. <These were & part »of
& large convoy he had organizoﬁ to cross the.KALL velley that:

night. The S«4 of the 893d. T, D, Battalion loaded these with

(41) A-~7, p. 194
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anmmunition 2ad medical eguipment as fequested by "C" Compa;y -
commander amd the Admimistrative Officer of "g" Cﬁmpany was

to accompzmy them. Also orgamized to acoompéiy'this colum

was & make-shift platoom of destroyers. _This-platbo? comsisted
of four replacemelt destrnoyers for "C" Compamy, persomnel from
"C" Compamy hesdquarters {asdmimistrative, maimtemasmcs, and
supply personnel}‘and the ﬁersonnei from the destroyer which
héd'daveloped & leakimg recoil mgchaniem. Thé column got a8
far se GERMETER,most of the golumm halted whem & lomg and
heavy artillery corcentratiom larded alomg the road. Some .

of the supply column coetimued om but "C" compamies supplies

- vere mot delivered. The make-shift platoon ne#er reached the

MSR. The lead destroyer hecgme bogged down om the trail south
of "C" Compamy's rear CP, the secomd bogged daw:-ﬁttumpfing to
b¥-pass it aed the umtregimed orews of the remaining two TDE-
could do 1little more them tow them back out of the soft ares.{42)

| A conferemce wes also held with the Assistant Division
Commarder relative to the orgamizatiom of TnﬁkkForce Davis, |
whioh wae to imclude iwo platoome of "B" Compemy amd the |
make-shift platoom of "C" Gompanj.- More defimite imstruotionms
were to be iseued later. However ﬁhis plan was mot carried out
since the situatiom deteriorated evem more before it could be
put in effeot. (42) = |

KOMMERSCHEIDT IS LOST-VOSEENACK REGAINED.

At 0600 7 liovember the exemy commenced & coordimated
attack on KOMMERSCHEIDT; .It began with a 30 mimute artillery
preparation amd wae closely followed by infanfry(eatimated
ag ome or two battalione) amd 18-20 taiké_(Mark ¥V amnd VI}

supported by direct fire of other tenks amd SPs dn the SOHMIDT

(42) persomal kmowledge
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-ridge. (43)

The Germans followed trLe barrage so elosely that the
enemy were firing at_th;m_from.close range tefrre they were
mticed. In the ensuing battle which lasted until about 1030
hours, tws more of the 0perationa1 destrayers were knocked-out
along with fayur af the damaged guns. They had knocked sut five
2f tte enemy tanks and killed s»>me 40 of the accompanying
infentry. The second ple toon leader knockéd aut a Mérk VI at
20 yarde before his destroyer was hit, = This attack left "C"
Company with one operational, one damaged destrayer, and no
platoon leaders. The tankers pf 707th Tank Pattalion were
reduced to one operating and 2 damaged tanks. The armor
withdrew to the woods northeast of town and the infantry
followed. fThe enemy aid nof presg their success, Thraﬁghout
the remainder of the day requests for artillery fire on enemy
positione were relayed from "C" Company commander, Particularly
on the woods east of theif poBitions where the Germans seémed to
be concentrating., Fire from enemy artillery and tanks paured
ints the aresa »Hur troaps'held all afternoson,

At 1630 the snemy launched another Zank-infantry attack
which was btroken up 100 yards from »ur Infantry's position vy
ertillery fire. (44)

In VOSSENACK this same day the engineers launched an
attack to retake thre ramainder of the.town,.the attack of the
déy'before_having reached the church., The attack was supported
by a p:atoon of tanks with.the 18t platoon of "B" Company 8934
1D Bn. &s overwatchers, Artillery and mortars fired a prepar-~

atory btarrage and at 0815 they jumped off. By 1500 they had

(42) A-9, p.197 | o '
(44) A-11, 6-7 November 44
personal knowledge
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retaken ﬁhe tawi.
Meanwhile the. TD battalion oommander had received add-
1tlolal 1nstrnctlons relative to Task Porce Devis amd anm
order to send the third platoon cf "B" Compaay across the
KALL valley. Thls was the platoon which hed beer umable to
cross with Task Force Ripple becauss of tho infiltratioa amd
mining of the trail.to KDMM@RSCHEIDT. The Rcconnsisanco
Platoon leaders attadhed-to "B" amd "C" Compamy t20k & helf
track early im the mormimg amd checked thé MSR emtramce with
the emgimeers. They reported still mimed and blocked. The
few emgimeers left had all they could do to repel German -
ratrols, The Reconnn&salco-platoén leader attachéd to "V
Gompanjvhad'remained with the third platdal of fB“ Company
and was to'guide them over, They-departed from RIGHELSKAUL‘at
1500 after takimg ;n a load of small srms ammumitiom, machime
guns, émergency ra.ions amd medical supplies. Efforts to
Becure an infantry escort or have the trail cleared firast
were unsuccessful since overj available msn was in the 1line.
The platosn ragsivod only $poradié artillery fire going
through VOSSENACK but when they tuwned south and sfarted across
the 1200 yarads of open ground direct fire aﬁd machine gun fire
came &t them fronm thi southeast. Artillaryg blanketed the garea.
The two.loading'destroyershwera knocked out the third received
8 hit on the left driving sprocket and the fourth was going 8o
fast that it failed to stop on the mushyground until it craeshed,
into the woodline near the enfrance to the'drgw. (45)"This was
the last attempt to resch KOMMERSCHEIDT. -

Reports of enemy tanks continued to come in from the air

(45) Statement‘Lt. J. W. Fuller Reconn. Ptn., Ldr. November 44
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0P, ffom‘the infantry and from "C" Company. 'Enoﬁy tanks were
reparted in increasing numbers in the HUAIGEN-BRANDENBERG-
BERGSTEIN-SCHMIDT snd KOMMERSCHEIDI aress as we11'a5 in the

EALL valley itself. The lst platoon of "B" Company in VUSQENAGK
could not however locate any targets within range.

In the remsinder of the division sector the 12 RCP of the -
4th Division hﬁd‘completelyrroltivod the 109th Infantry in
the north;_the 2nd Battalion of tyo 109th relieved the remain-
ing elemente of the 2nd Battalion ;IEtH Infantry and engineers
in VOSSENACK and srdqrod to hold at =2ll costs, Thq 110th
Infantry {less one battalion with TF Ripple) mad§ small-
edvances in the south against sti¥f resistanoce. (46)

On fhe night 7-8 November the battaliﬁn commander reiurned
to the command post proper in MUiARSCHUTTE at 2300 hours. Hers
they met the Division AﬁtieTank Officer who iseued instructions
concerning the withdrawl of forces sonth of the KALL River.
‘Thia wag planned to stert at dusk on'the evening of the 8th
of Ndfember. The MSR trail wouid be.secured and held open by ;

the third battelion 109th Infantry. These instructions were
| éncoded in-detail and relayed to"C" Cdmpany at 0q§155 November
as'Division had Qrderid;. Tho asgembly area for "C" Company
was the forward battalion P sonthwest of ATCHELSKAUL. The
nightly staff conference was concerﬁq@jprimarily with plans

for receiving, resting and reconstituting "C" Company. Efforts
to have "A"™ Company returhed %9 the battalion hed continusd from )
the beginning to the end of the operatian, but without success, |
"B" Company persoﬁnel wers also badiy fatigued. Division In-

telligence Heports during ﬁhe operation indicated 2000-3000

(46) A-ag P- 91
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rounds of ensmy artillery and mortar firo falling daily in
‘the VOSSENACK-GERETER ares,(47)

On the morning of 8 November final plans wers drawn up
for the reoeptioﬁ of the remanentl of "C Company and the
battalion commander departed for Lis forward CP at 0900,
Reports of inoresasing numb ers of enemy tanks ocontinued to
come in, A dismountcd patrol led by the 24 Reoonnaisance
Pletoon Lesder wag sent to determine the roesibility of
svaouating the destroyers of thc third platoon of "B" Comw
pany which were lost the dey before. About 1000 hours the
tank platoon leader in VOSSENACK oslled for IDs to fire at
some enemy tanks in the SGHMIDT"aroa. Thc range was over
EOOO.yards and the 18t and 24 platoons which movod in fired
several rounds per gun but could oot identify the targets as
tanka. Moanwhil& the infantry bettalion commander in VDSbENACK
agreed to have tha destroyers remaein in cover poaitions in
GERMETER'during periods of-good visibility when sarly wern-
ing of en enemy tank threat could be ezpected At night and
during periods of poor visibility the gune ‘would remain in
'town.

Tho Reoonnaiaance platoon lesder returned from hil patrol
at 1300 hours, He and two of his patrol members had beon
wounded. He reported that evacuation of the vehicles was not
faasible, and further the ares around the guns waE under
Bmall aI'me mortar and artillery fire.

About this Same time the tankars reportad targets on
the BEdGSfEIN ridge. Tho first platoon of PDs moved back’

1nto_town. The targets appeared to be pillbozes and the

(47) Personal XKnowledge
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results of firing were unknown. At 1600 hours @n Air 0.P.
reported enemy tanks and infantry north of KOMMERSCHEIDT
and due east of the batteredlrcmanents of our forc@a. The
1st platﬁoﬁ'moved'to pdsitions on & knoll south of VOSSENACK
gnd spotted them moving west across the open ridge some 3000
yards southeast of their position; Ihe first round fired'was
a miss, the second, ﬁ'hit. The enemy'creW'bailed out only to
be caught in a ﬁlatoon.aalvo of high explosive shells. This
wae a Mark IV tank, The numbér three gun hit a Mark V and spun
it halfway around. It burst into flames. The remaining two
Mark V's were engaged by the four TD's, One caught fire and the
_crew of thé other bailed out. They, zlong with some enemy inf-
antry were caught by high explosive rounds., There remained
one Mark VI, severai others along with the infantry had with-
drawn to the woods, The destroyers had been‘firing'normal
ammuntition and now the switbhed fo'the few rounds of HVAP
{High Velocity Armor Piercing) they had ready. They decrcas-
ed the range to allow for the inoreased muzzle velooity.-
and scored hits,. The,oqunt was verified bj the operations
officer and it was believed that this action by the platoon
of "R" Compaﬁy had halted snother gttack on our forces that
remained south of the KALL River. _

"In the division sector the 12th RCT continued to attack
to the north where the 109t* Infantry had battefed_itself'
for six days. It made éome minor gains,., In VOSSENACK.thO
infantry (24 BPn. 109th Inf.) took the usual pounding from
artillery fire. In the south of the sector the 110th Infan-
'try'c5nsolidatéd.géins. The 2d Pattalion of-the 109th Infan-

try had moved up and opened the MER gcrdss the KALL for the
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withdrawl.(48) Fatigue, tension, trench foot, and the cold
wet_weathér were also adding to the toll of casuitiea.' The
nervous tensisn can in some degreé be shown through the number
_of enemy tanks reported in the ares S ﬁovémﬁer. During the

| day the tally kept by the operations officer of the 8934 TD.
Bn. indiceted tetween 250 and 300 enemy.tanks had been re-
ported.

OUR FORCZE WI LHDnAW FROM THE KOMMEKSCHEIDT AKEA

Dﬁring the night 8-9 Novemter the withdrawl ﬁaa'carried'
out as planned. In the assembly asrea designated for "C"
Company (200 Yards southwest of RICHELSKAUL) all was in
readiness. On hand were medical pefsunnel with sedatives,
stimulants and first_aiq e@uipment and transportgtionr Guides
were spotted. Personnel began arriving absut 2315 hﬁurs and
continued to straggle in until 1080 the follow1ng day. Some
infantrymen and tankers also came to the same area. The men
had many weird experiences t» relate- enemy tanks parking.over
their foxholas,rrounda bouneing off the front of Mark V and
VI tanks like golf ballse, one round of HVAP piercing the
frontal plate on a Mark V at 800 yards and of artillery fire
that completely shattered their nerves. A4is soon ae & truck -
was filled the men were moved to & rest area 1n the rear.
-One offlcer and twenty Seven men of "C" Comp&hy returned
'from the LOManS“ﬁEID; ares., o

On the 9th of November ordsrs were received to keep one
platoon of TDs in VOSSENACK et 81l times and to hold at all
coste. Enemy tank: reports continued to come in. In the
resr, supply personnel &t ell levels were extremely coonperative.

Replacement destroyers, equipment, and smmunition were being

(48) A-6, p.92
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picked up by the battelion's serviee slements. Replacements
‘however were not all traihpd TD men. Some were anti—aircraft;
artillery and tank replacements but by the end of the.fivﬁ'
‘day rest period these men would be familiar with their Jobe.
All tut three destroyers were on hend at the end of the day.
Service elements of the battaiion worked night and day.
Ammunition, fuel and tatteries for destroyers were the major
requirements, Supﬁly truaké lost their braking powér because
of the deep mud which ground the brake linings off,

In the efternoon ona platoan of "B" Company was givsn
a direct support mission of neutralizing some pillboxes in
the southern sector. After the S-3 and D platoon leader
coordinated with the S-~3 of the 24 battalisrn 110th Infantry
the plation moved down to the RAFFELSBRAED area to carry out
its mission. Patrols reported 100 enemy daad in the area
fired in. (49)_ The make-shift platoon of "C" Company which
was\organized on 6 November was attached to "B" Company and
- positioned in GERMETER. Another composite platson was ordered
to be formed ty "C" Company and held in reﬁﬁinoss for immediste
~use, | |

Tn VOSSENACK the infantry battalion commander requesteﬂ‘
that our lisson with him be equipped with better communicstions,
An SCR 610 with batterypmok was installed in th§ CP.A Recon-
: naisance officer and seversl men were sent to an artillery
0P in GERMETER as ﬁart of the observation and warning syst&m.

The situation, though still critical should the ensemy
decide to ettack in getrength, began %o sattle down to & |
normal defense wmission,

To sum up the resulte of this battle: fhe 8934 Qlank

(49) A-11 9 November 44
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Destroyer 'Batt'alion (-Co A) did support the operations of the
28th Infantry Div1slon to the best of its ability, While it
falled to get sufficient anti-tnnk support scross tho KALL
_Rivar, & contingeney which had not been adequately planned
for, the support it d1d render was sdequate in proportion to
other arme present in tﬁe restricted area. It forced ihe
enemy to commit tank foroes a8 well as infantry foroes it
had'probably planned to use elsewhere and caused enemy infantry
to Bo'roluqtant to acoompany their tanks in some inatances. The
276th, 89th Infantry Divieions and 116 Panzer Division{with 18 guns
SP 75 mm end Tank Regiment of 60 Mark V and VI tanks)were |
engeged in this operation. ‘Ineluding tanks dostrofed by "C"
COmpanf {not verified) the b#ttalion destroyed 3 Mark 1¥, 10
Mark V end & Mark VI Germen tanks, and killed over 150 enemy
psrsonnel. The results of some BOdO rounds of indirect fire
were unknown. | |

The battalion lost 9 killed 20 missing and 38 wounded.
(Most of the missing were found dead three months later) Of
24 destroyers ontering‘the action 16 were loet (11 by "C"
gompany, b by "B“ company)}. {60} These losses were in pro-
portion to those of the 707th Tank Battalion whioh entsred the
action with 50 medium tanks and lost 31 end the £8th Division
itself witbi ever SEOO-casulfies during the. operation. (61)
This aotion was one of the major disssters of World Was TI.
Ae far as the battalion was concerned the enemy accomplished
three things (over and above the physical destruction) (1)
Showed that he was not through fighting yet (2) That we
should never underestimate his capabilities and (3) That our

terrain evaluation was correct.

(50) A-12 Dtd. 6 November 44. personal knowledge
{bl) A-10 p. 268
A-6 p. 93
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As & result of tke outstanding bravery on the part of
Lt. Turney W. Leonard, 1lst platoon Co. "C" 893d TD Bn while in
KOMMERSCHEIDT area he was awarded the Medal of Homor. (52) His

citation includes in part the guiding of his pla toon to firing

- pisitions in the face of heavy enemy fire, and although wounded

early in the aétion, continuing to f£ight. At one time he
gdvanced slone and destroyed an enemy machine gun with & hend
grenade, He also reorganized iﬁfantry slements which hed 1oét
their lesders and exhorted them to hold. PFinally an artillery
shell shattered his arm and he went to an aid station, later
ceptured by the enemy.

| ' ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. THi MAIN SUPELY ROUZE

In this operation the main route of sdvance of the
division did not include an ﬁdoquato main supply rosd or
prov1sions for an alternate supply road. In the pianning stage
this was probably not oonsidorod a serious drawback. A® the
sction of the 112th Infantry was thg main offort of the division
and plans included the use of M-29 Cargo Carriers for resupply,
it was evident some difficulty was to be expected in resupplj
in this area. Had the overall plan of isolating the battle-
fiald by artillory and s&ir action succeded the regiment may
well have consolidated its'gains and the engineers had fime to
construcf & suitable road aéross_the valley. The fact that the
planned isdlati@n failed to occur msde the trail (the only one
avallatle) an item of paramount importance. It was essontiai
that it te held 0p§nod maintained an& impfoved 8a that armﬁr-
support, reinforcemonta and resupply could be gotten to

threatened area. With enemy patrols active in the KALL valley

]

(62) A-13 p.31v

33



security forces should have been providodffor the MSR trail.
Had such forces been available, if is beleived the onginoora
eoﬁla'havu repaired and widened the trail so that it conld
be used for one-way traffic. Such action would have allqwod
passage of gnti-tenk units, tanks snd supply vehicles which
were dadly needed in the KOMMERSCHEIDT area. Evacuation of |
casualties would 2lso have been faoilitaded, Tho strong en-
emy reacticn tc the advanoce of‘our forces south of the KALL
River placed a hodvy doman& on 211 unite for resupply and
replacsment. This resction indicated & particular need for
anti-tank elements. The loss of two destroyers by "C" Co-
mpany in tﬁo vglloy, the failure to resupply them and get
replacement guns to them, as well 8 the failure of the
platoon of "B" Company to reinforce them was due in large
part to the difficult situation om the supply route. Reconn-
aigance for an-altirnati route was made buf none oould be
found. The failure to provide for, seoure and maintain.an
adequate sﬁpply rduto resulted in the lose of oritical ter-
rain osacntial to the suocese of the operation,

2. WEATHER AND TERRAIN

Hext to the enemy in importance, are fho westher and
terrain. These play the primery role in operation sgsinst .
our own force, In this partionlar operstion rlans appeared
to have provided for all contingencies. Good weather which
. WaB evidentily expected failed to m@torializo. Sinée isolat-
ion of the battleground was to be socomplished by artilicry
and air, both reguiring gooﬁ observation, the continued bad

weather eliminated fhis-posaibility.,Had_the weather been

gaod, the srtillery and air would oertainly ﬁavo gone & long
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way in reducing the effectivenese of any rdaofvca the ensmy
attcmptod.to semploy in the grea. As it happened, the isolation
failed to resch the level necessary, due primarily to fhc'bad
weather, The rain, sleet snd snmow also saffscted th._tcrraiﬁ.

particularly the roads and trails needed by the battalion.
The few roads (except those which were hard-topped) and’
trails which were available were turned into quagmires. It '
was necessary to install grousers on the destroyers and |
chains on vehicle# to push through the ever deepening mud.
Brakes became uselees on most vehicles in the battalibn.

The combined effect of the weather and terrain delayed the
movement of all t&pes of transport and hampered the operat-
ion. Observation was restrichted by mist and rain es well as
the dense WOods.-Cribical terrain was held by the enemy snd
when observation was good his firee were accurate and heavy.
The weather had other sffects not materially visible. The
Vcloudy days and blaok nights had a depréaaing effect on
troops operating in the dense forest. There wes no place to
dry out.wot clothing or gain temporary releif frem the cold.
_Adding 1o these the almost continuous eneny srtillery and
mortarrfiro one can well imagine the ultimate effect on the |
combat elements. Had the westher been good, it is beleived
the isolation of the bhattleground would heve been snough to
turn this defeat into a ressenably successful opersation. .
3. REPORTS OF ENEMY TANE ACTIVITIES

Throughout the oritical phaées-of the operation'enomy

. tanks were reported ffoqnently. Repsrts must he factual
complete and acourate, False repsrte, unverified mey lead
to premature deploymeht af reserves and movement to areas
they are not needed. In oritioal situations such roports 

tend to increase the tenseness on the part of all'peraonnél
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and confidence is loét in the unit reporting. Reports of en-
enmy tanks should include s&8 a minimum the number and'timo

~ observed, their locatlon and direction of movement. Othof-
wise for example, the message '20 tanks' ropbrted by one ob~
server may be transmitted to the acting esgency by several
echelons of commend gt'different fimes. Since tanks cen move
 rapid1y,‘time'to-ver1fy esch report does not 6f£oﬁ exist.,

‘In this operation tho critical situation (due to heavy onomy
fire, high casualty rate, the weather and the terrain) rolult-
ed in many erroneous roporta @énd the expenditure of much art-
illery ammunition as well as the movement of anti«taﬁk ﬁnifs
and an increased strain on the already fatigued infantry.

4, THE ENEMY CAPABILITIES

'Hever under - sstimate the capnbilities_of the enemy'. This
is a phrase we all lesrned when we first donned & uniform in
the army.-Fcf several months prior to the sperstion, the D
unit like many others, had Been the enemies'defensea orumble.
Heavy batiles were the excéption rather than the rule. The
over-all importance of the operstion was not known initially.
The fact that the control of the ROER Dams was the key to First
Armj's drive ‘to th§ COLOGNE plain was evidenced by the strong
enemy reaction whiqh resulted in the loss of,SCHMIDT._Ih spite
of the fact the Germans were suffering mgny‘revgreals,'thoy_V
demonstrated here that they were not through fighting. Although
faced with a need for cbnsorvgtion, this threat to his defens-
ive scheme resulted in almost unlimifod expenditures of traoops
and munitions., The number of-onemy.units ongagad‘as well &8s the
amount of fire placed on our forces proved this. Coupled with
bad weather he was able to restore his loss of SCHMIDI and
KOMMERECHEIDT and 1nflict heavy 1osses on our forces,

6., RECONSITLUTING A RESERVE

The battalion in this speration always maintained a reserve.
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The'threat of enemy tank attacks oﬁ VOSESENACK from the North
which were possitble or the East which were improbable led to
8 belief that a reserve of some sort éhould be held ready at
‘ali times. Had the operation of Task Force Davis baén carried
sut fhe battalion would still.havé had =8 platodn in reserve.
Infgraation received prior to the attack indicated thét the
enemy had,lﬁunched tank—infantry atfacks-from the directisn of
HRIGER to GERMETER.. 8hould such an attack have been lsunched
the enemy could have cut off our forces btoth iﬁ VOSEEKACK and
scross the KALL Valley. Without & reserve to halt the tank
advance a deep penetratibn‘could have been:effected sinoe
our troops weré 21l in the line, The meke-shift plwtpon of
"C" Company was a reserve, et well a8 the platoon of "B" Company.
which was retained in GERMELER in.cbver pasition almost through-
sut the entire_operatién. |
6. POSIITIONS

Tn both VOSSENACK and KOMMERSCHEIDT the only‘positions
availeble were exposed to direot enemy observation. KHull down
 positions existed in the rubtle for only & few guns, Due to -
this factor our armor was subjected o heavy enemy fires Toth
'direct and indiréet and &8 & result its effectifengss was
~ coneiderally reduced. Hhén armored unite aip_required'tO'
occupy expased positions.thé bulk of such units should be held
in reserve in covered'positions ready to move to precelected
vogitions on ¢all., Adeguate observation,. liasdn, communication
._and rehearsel in this type of employment are essentisl. At
night or dufing perioda of reduced vigitility when early warning of
a threat t> our positions cannot hte expected the armired units
must occupy their preselected pdsitibﬁa, In the case of VOSSENACK
the occupation of c¢xposed positions caﬁsed enémy fires to be
directed at the destroyers with the resulting loss of persannel,

and eouipmeunt =2nd little gain. In KOVMERSCHEIDT it allowed
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enemy overwutcring tanks and artillery observers to damage
5r destroy almost the entire company.

7. ROTATINE N3 AELIEF

The effect of continuous enemj fire and extended time in
the 1line is cumulativé. 'his applies more to the infantry
soldibr.that-it does to the armored force man in his mobile
pilltox. Howeverlit does apply in the opinisn of the writer,
Continued exposure to adveérse weathgr, subsisting on‘emergeﬁcy
type retions, lack of gspace t> move, nervous tension due to
enemy Ifire and ofher factors result in a dangereous peychological
sttitude, Different men are naturally affected in different
ways and express this attitude in different ways. The weakest
will wind‘up probably with a seif inflicted wound, the stronger
k21d »ut until he loses his instinet for self preservation.
Fatigue boﬁh physical and meﬁtal dulls the individnal until
he fails to frllow his combat training sand experiencs. THe
result is hirher casuslties, In this operatibn this point
was not covered ih great detail, The resction described was
observed and personally experienced to a limited extent. Some
personnel ih " Uompany'and‘more g2 in “Cﬁ Companies exhibited
.the attitude that they may s well be hit as t9 g» on under such-
conditions any longer. The 3rd platoon of "R" Compény in
carrying 3ut ite order to cross the KALL valley after it had
been determined the trail was still blocked crossed the open
grqund in column and failed to cover their advance by the
sverwatching principie_they-normally employed. It ie believed_
in situations where enemy fire is extreﬁelylheavy and troops
must hold their p031t13ns at all cogts some effort ta ratate
or relieve them must be instituted, In VOSSENACK this wes @&
easy matter. aceomplished by tbe rotation of platoone in the
town, Fowever the GEIMETER ares was under almist the same

amount of £ire:khd the'rotatioh did nat provide rest for

28



fatigued personnel, [heir comtat efficlency wss therefore

¢considerably reduced.

8. ARMORD URISS I KESTRICIED AXEAS OF EMPLOYVERT

Inﬁareaé where the use of our armor is restricted and
normal fire and manéuver impossible we must have some heavily
armired tanke whicﬁ?%apable of meeting the enemy on a com-
paritively equal tesis. The employmeni oI the tank deétroyer
_ batﬁalion in this operatisn was in line witl the usﬁal method
of emplayment of ténk déstroyers in the Feropean theatre.
Tank destroyers were not designed nor did their doctrine{55)
~adequately provide for this type of employment. However their -
gun (3" or 7omm) did excell that of ocur tanks and it was nec-
esSary to employ the gun 1n its prlmary miselon, from exposed
pysitions, Even the 3" gun however, does not normally psnetr-
‘ate the glacis (frontal) plate of & Germsn Mark V or larger
tank, Tt is believed by the author that two requirementa'must
be met if we are to successfuly destroy enemy armor in s
future was._First sPcdial immunition must be developed {as
was F.V.A.P.) and distributed in adequate quantities to all
units engag1ng enemy armor. Second, we must have vailable
and ready for mass produotion tanks capable of matching or
excelling the best the enemy can put in the field. In this
operation the thinly armored tank_deafroycr &nd medium tank
proved no match for the Mark V and VI'gxcept when the latter
tanks were hit in the side or with special ammunitiom.

LESSONS

1

1 An alternate main supply route should be available,

U e
A By

particularly when thero is & poéﬁTﬁIITty*thaiwahtwnutn”Bnpp1y

route may prove inadequate.

2 Evaluation of the weather and terrain must be as com-'

- SR BT

e T LY i e T M P g gV e T .

pleggﬁ agrdetailed and a8 accurate as possible, otherwiso the

operation may feil.

TBZ] T.D.Doctrine-A-14, p.426, M 18-5
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3. In critical situations, reports of enemy sctivities
vy - L G i

must he verified when possihle 8ince false reports tend to
A R A S T RO

il s PR A

Yower morale and result in unnecessary movement of troops or
deployment of reserves.
4. In order to reduce to & minimum the unknown factors

in an operation, the capabilities of the enemy must not be

T a1k L 1

underestimated if succees 18 to be insured.

L

5. Always reconstitute a reserve for no matter how critical

& particular situation may sppear, the lack of a reserve may
prove disastrous,
6. When an drmored unit is forced to hold en exposed pdsit-

ion, the bulk of its forces should be in an adjacent coverG4}

TR | I - T TP ¢

L.

position ready to oooupy preselactcd positions when needed,

R v I,

7. In arsas of oontinuoua haavg };;gg, nghg¢,h;ggawg

including armor, must be reliéved of rotated heforn their

s

combat efficiency is adversely affeoted.

8. In areas where armorod elements aro canalized and norm-

i I B xS el Yooy R e At

al manouver imposslble, our ermor { and its armament ) mult
.

bc equal to that of the enemy if we are to succeed without

unduq losses.
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