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THE OPERATICKS OF COMPANY I, 1Z1=T INPANTHY
(BTH INFANTRY DIVIbION) NEAR HURTGEN, GERMANY,
21-27 NOVEMBER 1944 (RHINELAND CAIPATGN)
(Personal Fxperience of & Heavy dMachine Gun Platoon Leadsr)

/

INTROUCTION

This monogreph covers the actions of Company I, lzlst
Infentry, 8th Infentry Division, during the battle for Hurtgen,
<1-27 November 1944.

To bring the reader abreast of the situation prior to
this time, it will be necesszry to g0 back und briefly cover
events leaaing up to this action.

Following the breagthrough in Normendy snd the pursuit
of the enemy ecross France, the eurly part of September found
the smericen iArmies fighting in the fringes of the Slegfried
iine. 1Initielly minor penetrations wére made, but during the
period 18-30 ceptember heavy resistance developea and by 30
September the Gernans ﬁere able to re-estzblish thelr lines
running generully along the Germsn border, except in the
vicinity of ischen in the north.. Here, & fﬁrious battle
tookx place in the ezarly part of October and Aschen finally
surrendered to the United States First army 21 October 1344.
(1) (2) |

on 3 October, the VIII Corps of the Ninth Army, following
cecssation of fighting in the EBritteny Peninsula, moved to the
vicinity qf Luxembourg and took over part of the First ATIAY
zone in that erea. The VITI Corps now consisting of only
the 2nd end 8th Infentry bivislions, moved into & sector along

the Qur River generally between Bollencorg and <t Vith. The

(1) 4-1, p. 55; (2) 4-1, p. 61



2nd Division locating in the morth snd the &th Division
locating in the south. (3} (4) (See Mep A)

The sector occupled by the 8th Divicsion was a twenty
mile stretch of the Germsn border slong the Qur hkiver. For
defense of this twenty mile area, the division front wes
.divided in three aress of responsgibllity; 13th Infentry in
the north; z8th Infuntry in the center, and the lzlst
Infantry in the couth. (5(,

In generszl, the greatef part of the front was covered
by cetrols, w;th the ermor znd the bulk of the troops being
held moﬁileg/;n order tc move to «ny part of the division
wone thsat might be threstened. The 709th Tang Bsttalion
and the 644th Tank Deétroyer Battelion were attached to the
Divisibn to assist in. the defence of thic sector. In addi=-
tion, eleménts‘of the 9th arrored Livision assisted in this
defense from <0 October to 9 November 1944. The 9th krmored
Division hed just recently arrived in the ViII zone anﬁ this
quty was designed to give them sone battle experience. (6}

The 1<lst Infantry, less the 3rd Battsalion, was con-.
ucentrcted in the vicinity of the wallendorf crossing. It
waslin this sector that.the 5th Armored Division had penetraoted
the Sisgfried Line 5 Eepﬁember, however, due to extended
frontages and mounting snsmy coulterattaciks, by 19th September
the 5th arvorsd waslforped %o withdérsaw back across the Qur
River. (7) (&)

(3) 4-6, ps 63; (4) A=3, p. 56; (5) 4-1, p. 66
(6) (7) s-1, P. 66; (8) a-l, p. 50



Secret

Secret - cT 121
Auth: CG 8th Inf Div APO 8 U. 5. arumy
cate 2 Qctober 19:.4 QZ1L30 A Qet 1944

Initials LEM
F. O. "‘T l
Maps: Centrel Turope 1/103,000

1. &. lee enemy situation overlay (to be issusd).

De VIIT CORPC (<nd Inf Liv and 8th Iarl Div) relieves
<8 Inf Liv =nd 5th rrmd Div in plece beginning 1 Oct 1944,
<na Inf Civ on the left ana dth Iaf Div on the right, and
holds the line now held by the 28th Inf and 5ch Armd Div.

¢, 8tih Inf Liv relieving elements of the «8th Inf Liv
(109 Inf') ia its sector and 5th irmd Div prior to 0306004
O¢t 44 will hoid the sector as shown on overlay (snaex 1)
and mzintain contact with the Thira arcy (83 Div) on the
rignht,
<. CT lzl (less 3rd Bn on TS in wennes) with Co C 644 TL
Bn attached wiil hold in strength its portion of the Div
sector (see innex 1) maintaining contact with Taira arsy
(83 Inf civ) on the ri.nt sad pretect the Div rigat flank.

* * * * *
deter
Conce.,

Oiticial:

seliea /g/f

tellean

=

This ie & true extract copy, only pertlaent psrts ilncluded.

¥roneis D. Linse
Cept, Inf.
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Action along this front from 1 October to 19 Wovember

v

consisted meinly of extensive patroling vy both sides. Eanemy
patrols, in this zone, were particulsrly cctive at night,
and 1t was very dangerous [or ione vehicles to trevel the

roads during the hours of aarkness. (9) (See ifap A-1).

ke CTal STTUATION

7#ith the capiure of Lachen <z October 1944, the First
army puched eastward with the fighting centering in the
Hurtgen Forsst to the southesst. Progress was very silow in
this sector. The forest itseif wes & natural barrier, and
with the help of pillvooxes ana mine fields the cn.my was &ble
to nag£e any advaace very c¢ostly to ocur forces. The Tirst
smericen units entered the forest about iEth fepterber with
the 9th Divieion doling most of the fighting up uutil this
tire. (10} (il)

The Twelfth Army Group ordered & 5eﬁeral attack to the
east on <l October. 1In complisnce with thie dirsctive, the
V Corps ordered an &ttack by the z8th Iafantry Divicion in
the Vossenaci-éq@midt area, with the misslon of securing

\

control of two iarge dame on thne kKoer River south of §Egﬁiﬁt.
he lzth Infontry, 4th Division, was zttached to the k8th
Divicion For this atteck. (1lx)

This sttack by the <3th Divicion toox place between

znd Lhth Kovember 19.4. The 28th Divizlon captured Vossenack,

a8

} personal Xnowledge; (10) 4-6, p. 63; (L1l) 4-1, p. 50
2.) n".l., pu 69



crozged the Xell River and reached Schmidt. Due to mounting
enemy counterattacis end the inability to bring up sarwer,

the <8th Divisioun was unable to hold Schmmidt, and by Li
November had wlthdrawn across the Kall ﬁiver. In this actica
the 23th Livision suffered severe losses in both mMen and
ecuipment. {13)

On 14 Novemper, cue to tiese heavy losses and need of
reinforcements, V Corps directed the relief of the Z8th
Division with the 8tn Division, reliefl to be completed by
carg 20 November 1944. In ordezf;o effect this reliefl, the
8th Divicion in the VIII Corpé,in the vicinity of Luxembourg,
was moved apprdximately 100 miles north to the 28th Division
- sector in the V Corps. The exchange of these divisicns was
accomplished by using trucks, oné reziment being moved at a
time. (1k) (15) | |

The order of march of the 8th Division was z8th Iafantiry,
13th Iafentry, l<lst Infantry. Two days prior to the movement
of Lhe L1ilst Tufantry, the 3ra Battalion which had been on
special duty at kennes, France, rejoined its unit. (16)

The lzlst Infantry begun the'movém:nt north on the morning
of 19th wovember. By 1600 hours the column wzs entering the
forest at Rotgen, Germany, =nd by 1800 hours all unilts hed
cleared into their essembly areas in the forest. Xitchens
were relecsed to the companies, snd the troops were ordered
to take 1t easy and to ge% 51l the rest possible in preparation
(13) A=1, p. 69; (14) a-1, p. 72; (15) Personal Knowleuge;.

(16) Statenent of Mejor wWesley R. Hogan, then Commencar 3rd
Bn 12ist Infantry, <3 Wovember 1947.



for the coming action. (17) (Chenge to iap B}

The rest did not last very long. On 19 November V
Corps ordered the &th Livision to attack on <1 Novemoer,
with %he mission of capturing Hurtgen and\ﬁigig&gg, and

securing the rocd coanecting these two towns. for this
mission C C "K" 5th Armored Divizion, C Co@gany 86th
Cheriecal bettslion, and the 18th Fleld Artillery Battallon
(4.5 rockets) were attached to the 8th Division. (18)

The division plan For the attack was as folilows: An
attack through positions now held by the 12th Infantry, 4th
Division to complete the clearing of the woods to the west
of Hurtgen. When this hed been accoamplished CC "R"™ 5th
Armored Qiﬁision was to attack north =long the Gemeter-~ .
Hurtgen Roed to capture Hurtgen end Xleinhau. (19)

The 1lzlst Infentry was to make the main effort. Three
Battulions would attack abreast, 3rd on the right, lst in the
center, and the <nd on the left. Attached to the 1lllst
Infantry wes the lzth Engincer Combst Battalion, a Company
of the 6i44th Tank Destroyer Battaiion and B and C Coﬁpanies
of the 86th Cheriical Battalion.- In addition, priority of
fires of &ll divicsion artiliery units except-onerbattalion
was given to the 1zlst Infentry. Each battalion of the
1lZist Iﬁfantry would attack through the arees of the recspective
battalion in the 1lzth Infuntry. (z0)

Farly the moralng of 20 November, Ceptain Thomas Edwards,

pPersonul Knowledge; (18) &£-2, p. 510; {19) 4-5, p. 35;

(17)
2)1:5-"'5’ P- 37 o
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HeaGa.uarters V Lorps
APO 305

Auth: C. G. V Corps
Date 19 NoVv 44

Init

192230 A November 1944

SUBJECT: wetter of Instructions

TO: Commanaing Genersl 8th Inf Div.
5th Armd oiv.
V Corps Artiy.

1. Letter of Instructions, this headcucrters, datead
182200 4 November is hereby cencelled.

: Z. C ¢ "R" 5th Armd Div, attached 8th Inf Div in piace

effective 192400 A November. "C" Co 86th Cml Bn a&ttached 8th
Inf Div effective 2008004 November. 18th F 4 Bn (4.5 Rocxet)
wiil be attached 8th Inf Div effective on arrival.

3. 8th Inf uviv will attack <1 November and cepture
Hurtgen and Xleinhsu. It willi hold these towns and the connec-
tion road between secure against en:=my attack from the Worth,
Eust and Southeast. See overlsy for boundaries.

4e C. G. V Corps aArty will coordineste srtlliery support
for the operation.

5. How temporary V Corps-VII Corps boundaries effective

2024004 November.
6. 4air support consisting of contlnuous armed reconnaissance

and bombing of criticel aress will be rejuested, G-3 sir, V Corps,
willi coordinate. :

By Command of Mejor General Gerow

0. C. NMood
Colonel GSC
Chief of Staff

Ofricial
John ¢. Hiil /s/

Colonel, GSC
AC of &, G-3

This 1s & true extruact copy.

Francis D. Linse
Captaln, Infantry



commandiing officer, Cowmpeny i, {informed his company thet the
baétalion was moving to a forward assembly area‘that afternoon,
and issued orders for the platoons to be recdy to move on
order after 1300 hours. The 1st Platoon wes to be ettached
to Company I, and the 2Znd Platoon atteched to Compuny L.

These attachments becoming effective when the move started,
Platoons of Company M wouid join thelr respective compunies
after 1200 hours on order for the move to the forwerd assembly
aresa. \ieepons were placed on carriers and would Jjoin the

platoons thet night in the forward assembly areas. (<1}

ACTION 21 NOVEMBER 194k

Company I reached the location of its forward acsembly
area about <0<<00 November after having veen on the march
since 1400 héurs that afternoon. The distance covered wes
approximately six miles, but, owing to the poor roads und
the congestion the move was very slow. Vehicular movement
was exceptionally nheevy causing the foot column to halt
frequently. C C "R" 5th‘Armored Dlvision, with its tanxs
snd many vehicles, moving into assembly areas, was chiefly
responsible for thié congestion.

The night could not have been ény blacker. after moviug
off the road, the troops hasd to grope and feel their way in
fiading & place to lie down. At once it beceme very evident
thet in order to prevent any oné from getting lost the platoons
would have to be kept very close together. Because of this,
the coﬁpany wue «£epy neer the rosad, and constent checks were
made as to the location of each platoon. -Enemy artillery was

(21) Personal Knowleage



-active all night. Fortunately for us, the targeﬁ seemed

to be our artillery positions far to the resr. However, the
sound of these shells singing overhead all night was not a
comforting one for troops Jjust prior to making an attack.

The officers were much conceraned as the troops were bunched
together and a few rounds of encmy artillery would have caused
compeny I a greet many casualties. Come attempts were made

to disyerse the troops but it wes not considered advisable to
move around in the woods because of the mines. (22)

Ceptein Melton, commander of Company I, returned from a
meeting with the battalion comnender about 0300 hours. The
pistoon leaders were gulexly summoned to the compeny commend
post. The next hour or so was. spent going over the t'inal
plans for the attack next morning.

Company I was to attack through positions now held by

Cormpany K, lzth Iafentry, Ath Division, astride the main
' o T .
Germeter-Hurtgen Road. The line of departure being their pre-

sent front lines. The company objective was the edge of the
woods east of the road about 1000 yards‘to the front.
Information of the enemy obtained from the commender of Covpany
K was very little. The exsct enemy position or strength was
not known. fnemy artillery and morter fire was very hesavy

and mine fields could be expected to be anywhere. Company

X had been in their present positions about 15 days and after
eight sttacks had been unable to edvunce. (Change to WMap C)

After considering the recommendetions of the platoon
(22) Personal Knowledge

il



leaders, Captain Melﬁon decided to make a sneak attack.

Pue to the heavy artillery and mortar fire which sssumed

to fall with uncanny &ccuracy, he hoped to reach the objective
before the enemy was aware of whet was happening. The denseness
of the woode, and the poor visibility during the ear;y merning,
were other factors thet gave this plaﬂ good chence for success.
(23)

Plans were made for two Gifferent formetions to be used
in the atteck the next moraing. First, for the moverent of
the company from the assembly arec to the line of departure
1t wes decided to use a.column of platoons; The first
platoon leading, followed by the third and second. The
weapons platoon and the heevy machine gun platoon were to
follow the second platoon. This formation was adopted for
ease of control, as ?o contact with the enemy wuas expected
before reaching the line of departdre. On crossing the line
Oof departure the formation used by Company I was two rlatoons
forward, echeloned to the right, with one platoon in support.
The first snd third were to lead, with the <nd platoon in
Support. Becuauce of the roed on the left, first eneny contact
was expectsd to come on the right, snd Company I was formed
to attack in that direction.

Initially there was little that a heavy machine gun
platoon could do to support the attack, so the platoon leader

gave instructions for the platoon to remein in the vicinity of

(23) Personal Knowledge

12



.a saw mill, which was near the line of departure. As the
right flenk end reaf of the company were wide .open, the
piatoon sergeanf We S ordéred 10 watch these areas and to be
prepared to fire on any enemy attuck thet might develop.
The platoon leeder with tuo runners planned‘to Join Capt&in
iielton Jjust behind the leading platoon. (24)

About 0500 hours the company wes awadened and fed & hot
breakfast, At the same time each man was lessued & X ration.
This wee the iast hot mesl thet Company I hed for the next
three weeké. A guide from Company K, lith Infuntry met
Company I &t 0600 and lead the company to the line of depezrture.
The line of depurture was resched without incident &nd the
attack Jumped off on time.

On crossing the line of departﬁre Conpany I immediately
went into an attuck formation with two platoons [orward,
ecieloned to the right, with oné platoon in support. The
first platoon was on the left guiding on the rozd zand the
third platoon on its right & iittle to the Tear. yithin the
platoons, the formastion was two squads forward znd one in
support. After covering z distence of sbout 600 yards the
forward movement weas stopped byla barbed wire entanglement
extending just scross the front. At the same time & few
rounds of artiliery féll nesr the 3rd Platoon and it was
evident that something had to be doume tuickly. Cuptein

Meiton immediately ordered the two leading platoons to assault

(24) Personal Knowledge

13



Straight inﬁo tpe wire. (%5)

'Thé first platoon, ied by Znd Lt. Stanley L. Scﬁwartz,
.at once asgaulted the wire wiph-two scueds. The gping was
tough. Before'the Sscouts had advanced fery fer an encmy
machine gupﬂopenéd fire‘direﬁtly to their front. Pfe John
we.Minick, one of the leading scouts, knocked this gun 6ut
with grenades single hénded. The advance continued and the
platoon succesded in breuaching the wire.

while this action was teking plaée the third platoon,
led by 1st Lieﬁtenant Lawrence L. Grover, began its assault
through the same wire abou; 100 yards to ithe right. Lt.
Grover mace nis assault with two scgueds leaving one syuad,
led by Sergeant maiterlﬁ. wheeler in the woods &about 75 yurds
.to the reer. Lt. Grover, too, succeeded in breeching the
wire. (26)

~Tter crossing the wire both pletoons were pinned down
by mechine gun fire coming from their right front. This fire
put the rirst and third platoons in a very baa situetion.
One of Lt. Grover's men volunteered t0 g0 back znd carry a
messége to Ctergesnt wheeler., On receiviag this me:sage,
Sergeunt vheeler moved his_sguad to the right ebout 100
yearas, crossed the wire and sasttacked these mechine guns from
tﬁe rear. In this maneuver a suuad of 1< mén knocxed out two
machine guns and ceptured over 35 Gerwsn prisoners. with

Ll

this fire iifted the firet szna thira platoons uicxly over

(<5) (<6) :statements by lst L. Laswreuce D. Grover, then
platoon lesder, 3rd Pletoon Company I, 14 December 1947.

14



ran the German position &nd in a very short time'all enemy
action hzd ceased.

CZergesnt Yheeler by his initiative and courage head
succeeqed in curning what might have veen a dlissgtrous defeat:
into a great.victory. Shortly afterward, Sergecat Whesler was
wiven command of the lst Platoon when the platoon leeder got
in a mine fielc «nd haa both his legs broken. Leter, on
<5 Jenuary 1945, he received a batile field proxction to Znd
Lieu%engnt, elmost entirely for his actions in this attack.

The wire ehtanglements assaulted by the {irst snd third
platoons of Conpsny I were heavily mined znd coverea by enemy
machine sun ire. Tole wire had previously stopped five attacks
of Company K, lcth Infantry, 4th Division. While pascsing
through the wire, the Comyeny T men could see some of the dead
of Compzny £ thzt stili remeined in the wire. lCabualties to
the first ¢nd third platdons in this zsszult were very heaVy,
ezch platoon losing between 1% end 15 men. (x<7)

4 check of tais porition showea thut it controlled a
neryow neck of woods Qstriue bhe =meln roacé into nurtgen. It
was protected by mines on three sides and the road on the
other. In asdauition Lo ithe mines &nd wire feciag Corpuny I in
tneir attgck, was & ceries of mechine sun buskers built of
10gs which were from eighteen to twenty four inches thicxk.

Tine porition wes o0 organizéd that every man had & place with
cover built of Ltayers of logs =o thet he wee protectea from

r

artiliery tree burste. wothing less than a airect hit by a

) &tetements by lst wt. La.rence L. Grover, then platoon
der, Zrd Pictoon Corpeny I, 14 Decexvber L947.

15



105 or 155-mm shell woula heve peen effective against these
positions. | ' -

The third‘platoon in atterpting to continue the ettack
ren into enother mine rield. pfe itinick was Killed by @
rine snd zZnd Lt. Schwartz snortly afterwsrd had both his
legs brogen when he too got into the s=szme mine rield. The
sttack wae then nela up end word was cent to the buttalion
COmIcnGer éf the situetion. <Csptain kelton soon afterwsra
received orders to orgsnize the position for defence sna to
hold it &t «ll cost. Company I was coon to find out bhet to
take & porsition is one thihg, to hold it is aﬁother. {<38)

The thira &nd first plateoons gere assizned areas to the
front generelly along the éedge of the woods. The mine fieid
which they had been unable to penetrzte served &s a protective
parrier against attack from thé north. The cecondé platoon was
placed along the east side facing the wooded approach. This
seemed to be the weaskest flank, ene from which any counter-
attack was likely to come. One section of heavy machine gﬁns
located so that their fire covered this zpprosch. The other
section was located to cover the resr of the compsny position.
Existing enemy emplacements were utilized to £ood edventage.
Enemy wire &na mines heiped protect the rear of the company.
In a relatively sﬁort time Company I had established &

-strong sll around defense. Concurrently with this organiiation

the wounded and dead were evacusted to the resr. _(29)'
(28)'A-L, p. 48; (29) Personal Knowledge.
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The =ituation as of 1200 hours found Company I with a
strong poéition controliing the mein road into Hurtgen.
The company command post had been estabilcshed In & house
near the line of ceparture about nine hundred yards to the
rear. Between the commend pogt and the forwerd position
was & stretcen of woods with nothing to prevent the enemy from
infiltrating in from the esst and cutting Compsny I off.
Ceptain welton brought this to the attention of tne battalion
commander &and recuested something be done to pfqtect his
TeuTr. |

knemy artilliery whicn had been unususlly light begen to
quicken in tempo during the afterncon to & point where it seemed
to rain shells at'times. The concentrations fired by the
eneny were the heaviecst experienced by the alvision since
their first deys of coﬁbat. The Germans used every caliber
gun they had inciuuing big reilrosad guns.' Duds measuring
twelve inches in diametgr &na over three feet iong fell in
the compeny area. This artiliery took a hesvy toll in
casuelties the next six deys. One near hit on & position
occupied by one muchine gun sgucd killed one man and'injured
two others. There was always the problemr of evacusting the
wounded. ken attending to the wounded slways had to take
their chences witn new concentrations as they started to fall.
bue to the heavy cesualties emong our aid men we never had
more then two or taree aveileble at one time. (30)

ifter dark the artillery fire letup and wost of the night
{30} Personsl £nowledge

17



few shelis feil in our erea. This Luil wes & LoGsSena.
The :en were able.to et out and stretch their muscles &anda
to begin improverents on their positions.

The firset supplies, including water, ratione and ammuni-
tion, errived spout £i00Q0 hours. 1n asdoition to tais, engineer
tools thnat nad been ssked Ior were prought in. This heaﬁy
artiliery fire auring the asy made 1t mandatory tanat all work
be carried on &t nighf.

‘ne other battalionsof tne 1l<lst Infantry mede little
progress the first day. The first battalion, in the ceanter,
mace onty silght sains &na the second betisiion, on the left,
was unable to aavance. These units encountered extensive
minefielcs and neavy &rtillilery fire anu suffered nrany casuelties.
Cormpany i, attecking north on tng ieft of the mein rosd to
durtgen, was only abie to move about one nhunaread yards. {onm-
peny I was the onliy unit ¢f the lzist Infantry ithat succeeded

in reaching its objective on the first day.

ACTION 22 wUVoubbR 1944

The night 21-<< Novenber was very qﬁiet and no artillery
fell between <400 hours anda L0600 hours. At approximatvely 0030
hours word was received from tae battalion that a company of
Hangers were on their way up to our position. Their mission
wvas to tie on to our right flank anc extend it, furnishing
protection and Tilling the gap between Company I and the <8th
Iﬁfantry on the right. The nangers furnisned tne protection
to the right flank and to the resr, but the gSap between Compeany
I and the «8th infantry was never cliosed. Patrols were never
abie to maxe contect with the zdth Infentry. Toe hangers' job

of moviag into-position in the dark was an extremely nerardous
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cne. salthougn they were given &il known information per-
taining to the mines, heavy casualties were suffered while
moving into vposition. (31) ({32}

0 toe morning & 1ight rain began to Tail ana it got
colc¢er., This day, except for & light counterattack at about
1000 hoﬁrs, was spent sweating out tie artillery. after each
perioa of exceptionally heavy shelling, a check of zall the
bunkers &nd dugouts was &slways made. 1t was very rarely that
soreone was not found wounded ana & small portion of our troops
was aiways Kept busy escorting or carryiang these umen to the
rear. EKeturning &iong the tfail to the company rear commsnd
post auring caylight hours was aimost as aangerous as remaining
&t the forwsra position. The enemy had gooa observation from
tne high ridge to the east and any movement along the route
bacx drew hesavy mortar =and artiliery fire.

The counterattack st 1000 ncurs, which was made with
avout a sguad of enemy, was engaegea by fire. After about 10

minutes, tne enemy ceased firing and withdrew. 4As this was
the first reacticn of the Germsns other then artillery fire,
it was tiought thet he was checking to sgee il the position
was still occupied.

Eortﬁnately, the daye were short and darkness fell by
1800 hours. dJust aiter aar< the xanger Company, iater identi-
fiea. as Compeny B ¢of the Znd Hanger battalion, wes replaced by
Comwpany C of tnuat battalion. 'The Commander of Company E steted
when he lef't that frowm his original strength of about sixty

men he hec only twenty-tive ieft. These casualtises were
{31) Personal kxnowlecge; (32) a-z, p. 316.
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susteinec from aines, artillery &nd mertar fire in a twenty-
four hour period. They were certuinly zied to be ieaving.

I'he rest of the night wae guiet and passed witaout incident. (33)

abTIUN 23 60Vioaban 1944

This day passel very slowiy and seemed to be the most
monotonous of the six that were spent in that position. The
artiliery, as usual, begen et dewn ence «ept pounding a&ll day
long. &Sy now the troops were petting accustomed to the shelling

nc 1t dic not botner them as much &g the flrst two days. C(n

m

tiiie morning a count was made of the shells falling over a
two-hour pericd. vell over seven hundred shelis had Tallen;
no doubt & iarge part were mortar. ihe big rounds, probably
<40-mrm fired from railroéd Zuns, coulu ve picked up end recog-
knized & long way off. They sounded like flying boxcars &nd
the time of flight after first heard was hetween 10 ana 15
geconds.

sust before darx a neavy counterattack was recelived.
_I Company's right aud rear were the nardesf ait. At such times
as this the need for communications was Telt most. Captain
velton was forward with his 3rda and lst Platoons at the time.
The enemy attack consisted mainiy of automatic wespons anu the
souna of machine pistols ana machiine guns wae a familiar one.
Compény I guickly returned tne fire. The wire anc mines served
eguelly well against the enemy -ana no penetrsaticns of the

position were wade. After a 30-minute fire fight, the attacking

force, estimated to be epout & pletoon, withdérew. It wes later

(33) FPerconal knowiedge.



learneu tnat tnere nad peen attacxs et this time simuitaneousliy
gcross the entire regimental front. (34) (35)

'he nignt of Z3-%4 Novenmber péssed very cuietiy. Altnough
it continued to rain, tne temperature inad not udroppec to freszing
eénd the troops were sble to keep fairiy dry and comfortable in
the bunkers. With security properly posted the ™en were &abie

to zet & good night's rest.

ACTIUN 24 NOVELBmE 1944

Captain selton and the hesvy machine gun platoon leader
returnea to the rear command post of Company I at about 0900
nours. Four days hed psssed since tne attacx and Captaln
«eiton was anxious to zet out of thet position 1f possibie.

The constant pounding from the asrtillery was beginning to
show its effect on the ren. wejor Hogan, the batﬁaiion com~
manaer, toid him that he wouldé have to hold on & little longer.
uring this time the lst and 2nd Battalions had been
Tighting desperateiy to reach the edge of tie woods on tie
north enda west of the town of Jfurtgen. A called for in the
original plan, C C "R" 5th Arzored Division; was to raxKe & tank
assault supported by armored infantry down the Germeter-turtgen
road when the edge o tne woods nad been reached. Tue tize
was not just right for this attack, slthougn it was lesrned
that tanxks were assembling to tne rear. (36) (37)

Upon returning to his company, Captain ielton tooxk along
a wire team to replece tune wire. Communications were alwaysl
& constant problem. It was almost impossible to xeep wire in,
and due to the rain tie radios functioned very poorly. The

{34) Personal knowledge; (35) A-Z, p. 318; (36) Personal
gnowledge; (37) A-2, p. 318.
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536 raaios were useless. lLowever, tae 300 redios did continue
to work. This gave the compsny contact with the rear command
post and battelion, but left no intercommunication within the
company position. This handicap was never overcome.

At 1800 hou:s 8 call wes received for Capteain iielton and
the heavy machine gun platéon Leader to report to the company
rear at once. Thefe they were met by a Jeep and taxen to the
regimental command post, which wes located in a former pill box
about two miles back in the woods. Here & deteiled briefing
was neld, as thne armored assaulit on hurtgen was to take place
at 0730 hours the next morning. (38)

Just Torward of the position now nelc by Compeny I.near
the bend in tne main road into hurtgen the enemy had blown
a big crater. pefore this asssult could be laundned this
crater had to be breached and the roed swept ciear of mines
to & point beyond the bend in tae road.

The plen wes &s follows. During the night 24-%Z5 November
elements of the 1<th Engineer bettalion were to clear the road
of mines anc buila a bridge across the crater. Tae next morning
the armor was to break out ot the woods, cross the bridee and’
roll on into iiurtgen. The attack was to be supportea by heavy
artillery concentrations and the initisl movement of the tanks
out of tne necx of wooas screened by smoke.

Captain sJelton and the heavy nachiiie gun piatoon lesder
returned to the Tront line positions shnortly after 2300 hours.
The engineers were already there aﬁd had started to worg. 'The

building used as & rear comnmend post by Company I afforded

(338) Personel knowledge.



ther some protection, &and the engineers used it as a polnt
from which to coordainate their work. 'This worik continued all
night end oy dewn the engineers had succeeded in putting a

bridge across the crater and in clearing the road of mines. (39)

ACTTON 25 AUVEWBER 1944

iiigh hopes were had for this ermored attack. The tankers
were very confident and their commencing officer made the
statement to #ejor Hogan that thev woula be in hurﬁgen by 0900
nours.

About 0700 bours the troops of Company I were able to
hear the tankxs moving along the roed towsrd tne neck ol the
woods. Either the tankers nad not been tola or else they were
taxlng no cunances. 'The tanks were moving very siowly with all
macinine guns firing. Elements of the 47th Armored Infantry
Bettalion wnich were to_assist in the asttesck were moving slong
through the woods on the esst side of the road, Keeping abree&st
of the tanks. <Come of their men_had‘waiked.iato the mined wife
alony thne reasr of I Company's position before they were awsare
of the danger. (40}

Tne first tanx had simost reached the creter before it
was xnocked out by antitank fire coming from & gun positioned
near the edge of murtzen. The next tenk bypassed tne disabled
tang and race an sttempt to continue the atteck. It too was
xnocked out in saort order. 1in a matter of a few minutes fdﬁr
tanks were iost and tne &sssuit was stopped cold. 41ne tenks
shortly thaereafter witadrew back up iato the woods. (41)

‘he armored infentry accompenying tine tanks was not able
(39) Personal knowledse; (40J) (41} &4-%, p. 318.
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to zccomplish anything. Whe mined wire nad stopped their
forwerd aavence &and & column of their troops reached back to
the I Company Commana £ost. These men were digging in and
evparently wers not eware of the denger from artiliery that
they were exposea to. This situation was yuickly brought to
the attention of the officers leading these troops. Shortiy
afterwaras they withdrew entirely from our ares. 4n armored
combat commaend ned Iailed to bresk out of the woods anda tage
Hurtgen. (42)

For tae rest of that day the eneuny artiliery was more
sctive tnan usual. 4apparently tie Germans thought the tanks
had only withdrewn temporarily and were going to try another
attack. as & result, in eddition to the Uompany I position,
a gieat volume of fire wes placed on tie roac ltself. This
Tire was maintained for the rest of thé day until dusk. ‘l'nea,

s was typical, the Tire let up z2ad 1t yuisted aowm.

ACTIUN 26 wOVewBER 1944

Nothing of any consequence happened the night of 25-z6
November., by now 1t hsad stopped raining. The next morning
Captain melton issued the order for ail wéapons‘to be clieaned
ana checged. fn the past six days, due to tine rain ana mud, ths
weapons nad veen badly neglected. The order was also izcued
to checkx ammunition and othner equipment and to be ready to move
on saort notice. At this time no aefinite orders to move had
beén received. lowever, tiae situstion throughout the regimsatal
sector looked very =sood anu it was apoarent that before long

soretning was going to happen.

(4L2) Personal knowledge.



Trat efternoon Commpany £ woved in on the left zund Com-
pany I nad bvo give wey to ths right & Little to make room for
them. wphile this consolidation and digging in was going on
dajor idogen assemplea the commanders of Companies I and K aud
iszsuea the order for am etisck to take place the next morning.
Compsny I followed by Company £ was to attack at 0630 hours
to the east from ite opresent vosition. It wes to guide on
tne araw runaing generally to tuoe southeast sud to secure the
wooded aTea immediately soutneést of tie town of Hurtzen,.

For thie action Captain ..eiton decided to attack in a column
of platoons. <nd Platoon, ited Dby Lt. Hatcher, wes to lead
the attack, foliowed Dy the 3rd and L=t Pleatoons. Company X
was to follow Company I and to xeep contact with the rear
elenents. Peatrols nsd been sctive in tais eres and Cuptalin
feiton expected to be abis to move fbr &t least 200 yaras
pefore meeting any resistamce. (4.3)

After dark extre ammuniticon end water were brought up
to the conpeany and the finel piahs for the attzcg tiae next
wornlng were gone over. The morale ol the men w&e Very nigh.
To selt oub oi tnet position was what everyone hac teen walting
Tor aad when the order was ziven for tﬁe attack every man w&s

recdy Lo £o.

ACTION 27 w0V Bak 194

The weather the next morning was clear snd cold witn no
earty morning fog, which usually couid be expected in the woods
at thet time of year.

i‘ne attack Jjumped off on time and progress was very rapid.

(43) Personal knowledge.



N0 oppositicn Was giucountsered for the first 300 yards. Lt.
notcher on & pastrol tne day before found & gap inthe mine
fieid to the east. It was through this gap tnat he leed the
attacx. dJust before resching the arew, the ieadiag platoon
carie upon & small zroup ol eneny who seemed Lo be outposting
that vicinity. They asa little wili to Tight &na efter a few
bursis of I'ire from a tommy gun surrenderea very uiexly.
gfter that, the coupeuny moved repidly along the edge of the
draw and by 0900 wsas oa its objective. (44)

position

<

A1l units of the 1Zist Infentry were now in
for the final assuault on ﬂurtgen. The znd bpettallon @ind Com-
pany U of the i13th lnfantrykhad reached the edzge of the town
from the northeast. 0On tie afternoon of* 27 Novesxber the 1lst
Baettalion made an atteck throusn the newly won positioa of the
Ird sattelion sad succeeded in resching the edize of tne toﬁn.

It was aot until noon of the z8th of wovember thet Hurtgen was
finally cleared and sil enemy Tresistance had been wiped out. (45)

The 3rd Zattallon remained in the woods ziong tne draw to
the south aud southeast of wurtgen with the mission of clearing
ocut the remainiig enerny snd nith‘an additionel mission of out-
posting this area azainst possible reoccupaticn by tie enemy.

ATter coatinuous attacks by the dth vivieion siuce 21
~ovember the town of furtgen haa besn captured anu tne first
phase of the mission zssigned to tne divislon had been success-

fully completed. (46)

(44 ) Personal Knowledze; (45) A-2, p. 319; (40) Persoial
nowlkedge.



aNaulols Ane CHIFLOT SN

) Aftef a study of this operstion, it is‘mj opinion that
Cowpany I should be cormended very highly for the way they
carried out their mission. The <ey to the success of the
whole plan for the capture of Hurtsen lay in the capture of
the narrow uecx of woods astride the main dermeter ioad.
Sy.controiiing this road, the Germens were sble to prohlibit
the use of armor in any attempts to capture curtzen. Other
units, mainly the LZth Infeantry, 4Lth bDivision, had pala heavily
in men and meterial in their efforts to capture this position.
The constant pounaiag of this pos’tion with ertiliery by the
enemy ig ample proof that he too coansidered this spproach very
important. slthough he was unable to dislodge Company I by
counterattack and reoccupy the position, by ever increasing
exmounts of artiliery fire, the enemy made every attempt to
deny this route of aporcosch to the attacking forces.

As & whole, tne sction Tor the first slx days showed &
definite lack of knowledge by our troops of the technigue of
Tighting in woods. idspeclaliy wes this true in regard to con-
trol, communicatioa, and evacuation. In this respect, perhsaps
the Civision was too hssty in rucshing the 1lzZlst Infentry iato
this stteck. It seems that if the attack nad veen delayed =
few days the officers would have been able to contact the units
wilch they were to relieve. By learning of thelr problems,
definite steps coula have been taken to remedy them. Thorough
priefing, too, of the =2en might have Leen very helpful. To ny
Knowleage, no information regaraing the coming attack was given

to the soldiers until just prior to the attack. As further
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evidence ol these deficiencies, the enemy had this to say
of the fighting of the smericen troops: by the lSBrd‘V.G.
Division - "In combst in wooded areas the imerican showed
himseifl completely unfit.™

The 3rd Battaiion pian for carrying out tne mission
assigned to it by regiment was sound. however, & more timely
exploitation of the succeéses of Company I might nave been
used to great advantage. Conpsny L, on the .ieft, had made
constant attacks egalnst & heavily minéd erea with little
success. haa Uompany L and Uowpany K been used in en attack
to the east on 22 wovember through Company I's position, the
whole wooded area from the road to the draw south of Hurtgén
might have been taken. hen this attack was finally made on
27 November, littie resistence wes encountered and Company I
was on its objective in a few hours.

C ¢ "x" 5th armored Livision falled badly in their attempt
to breag out of the woods alonyg the Gemeter-hurtien Koad. Lhis
was due mainly to thelr fasilure to use their mobility and shock
action. Long vefore the edge of the woods wes reached, the
tanxs were firing their machine guns'and any chence for surprise
was lost. The movement, too, of the tanks was very slow, approxi-
métely two or three miies per hour. Tnis firing was unnecessary,
as the roac was cleared of éll enemy along its sides. I the
tanks ﬂa& been rolliing when they hroke out of the woods, their
momentum might have carried them beyond the-bend in tne road.
after rounding this bend, being & frontal taruet, the tgnks
would nLave been less vuinerable to sntitank fire. 4 fear of
enemy inféntry in the woods elonz the road seemed to De their

mwain concern.



Comrunications too failed badaly in thie sttack, and
no worxable solution for keepning wire in was founa. To start
with, in adaition to the radios, the plen cailed for a wire
team to lay wire foilowing the ettacking plétoon. This plan
hea worxked satisfactorily in the past and at the beginning
o' the action. WNoO reasons were apparent that 1t wouid not
work in this cese. Sound power wire, Wl<0Q, was used, which
was very easiiy cut by toe artillery fire. 'No doubt had
arrangements for a heavier wire been ﬁade, the communicstion
would probabiy have been much better. ‘It is cuestionsgble,
nowever, wnether this heavy wire would have peen the answer
to the problem. 1n the eund, radios were‘reiied upon entireliy
for ail communications, the 300 radio belng the most dependeble.
arrangecents for additionel 300 radios within the company in
my opinion would have been the best sclution to this problem.

bvacuation weas only possiblie by hend cerry, a conaition
wihen cuasualties ere neavy which taxes the medical faéilities
of a regiment to the wmaximum. This burden was wdditicnally
increwsed by the fact that all three battalions of the regiment
were eagaged at the sare time, and all suffered heavy losses.
after the firet day, losses 1in company aid men crsated another
oroblem in additica to the one of evacuation. Aafter perioﬁs
of heavy shelling, it was impossibie for a few =men to attend
to all tne casuelties st once. In one specific case, a nan
whose leg had been severed just above the x<nee by a large
piece of shrapnel, died from loss of blood before medical ald
could reach nim.

To sum up this action, Compesny I did resch its objective

in the-initial attack. The aggressiveness of the officers



and men was the prime factor that made this possible. Had
tihe enemy known of the ettzck, and been able ﬁo occupy his
positions, it is yuestionabie that any force of less than

a battaslion could have taken thét objective. In reslity,
this was the beginning of the end for the Germen forces
attempting to hold Hurtgen. This foothold in the edge of the
woods was later extended to place our troops in a ring around
the town, and to make the fall of Hurtgen only & metter of
time. Losses to the enemy are not definitely known although
twenty were killed and approximately 50 were taken prisoners.
Casualties to Company I for this period were approximately
140 killéd and wounded, to'the neavy mechine gun platoon <3

men either killed or wounded. (46) (47)

LAESSONS

corme of the lessons emphasized by this operation are:

l. Adeguaste time should be given for reconnaissance
and pergéﬁél‘bqntacts before the relief of & unit.is exe-
cuted. Invaluabie information as to enemy locations, volume
of artiiliery fire &nd mines used, &nd nature of the terrain
can be obtained.

2., Close support of the infantry by the artillery is
not possiﬁiéﬂin”heaVy woods.,

g

3. Extra wire and radios must be provided to Tacilitate
communications.

(46) Personal Knowledge; (47) Statement of lst Lt. Lawrence
D. Grover, then platoon leader, 3rd Platoon Compeny I,
14 December 1947.
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4. W here evacuation and supply by motor is impossible,
adaitional personnel for cerrying partles must be provided.
5. aggressiveness of subordinate leaders and small

units, especizlly platoons snd squads, is mandatory in

e e

successful attacks through wooded areas.

6. &mall advantages should be exploited to the maximum

[

by &all units.

7. Breaching of heavily mined areas is costly, both

~

in men and time used, and every attempt must be meade to
locate gaps or to by-pass such obstacies.

8. Open fox holes are useiess and troops must provide
overhead cover for ﬁheir protéction. Extra pioneer tools

g

must be provided for this use.
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