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THE OCCUPATION OF CRETR
20-30 MAY 1941

TION

This monograph is an scsount of the Oeeup'at;ion of Crete,
by the Germen Armed Forces, over the perilod 20-30 Mey 194l.

It is neceseary rir;t, to orient the reader by swmmeriz-
ing briefly, the events leading up to the occcupetion of Crete,
it's strategic loeetion and ths militery importsnce from the
B::'.:lt:lsh ané. German stendpoints. Second, the reader simuli ha‘lve. an
understending of the topogrephy of Crets to fully reelize the
ﬁiliturj significance of the operation from = tactiosl standpoint.

After the capituletion of Tugoslavis, the German forces
inveded Greece in an effort tc climex their conquest of the ﬁaikanq.

On 20 April 1941 the commender of the Greek Fortes surrend-
ered to the commender of the Germsn Forces in Gﬁeoo.~ At thet tims,
the British Bxpeditionary Forces in Gresce were holding the Ther-
mopylae line, However, finding the résitioﬁ untenabie, they ﬁaﬂo
preparations for en evacustion. (1) J_ |

During the moouless nights 24-30C April 1941, the Britieh
succeeded in evacustiag spproximately I&T‘égg‘gr their tradps to
Zeypt end Crete. (2)

Thus, we find the conqueat of the Belkens, by the German
Forees, complets. |

This brings us %o the Occupation of Crete.
(1) a-2, p. 193 (2) A~L, p. 79; |
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(EOGRAFHICAL LOCATION

Crete 1z located at the entranse to the Aegean Baa, 185
air miles south of Athon, Greece; T40 alr miles west of the Isle

of Cyprus and 340 eir miles northwest of Alexandris, Egypt. (3}

(See map A)
STRATEGICAL LOCATION
V4
Crete iz a harrier deninating the antrence to the Aegesn
( |+ !S\

Sep gnd affords a atepping gtone between Sicily =and the Dodec-

- anese Isl_ands_. If held by the British, it could be used o= &

;° Base for air operations egaimst objectives farther to the North

end West. If held by the Germans, it could be used as & Bese

for air opsretions egainst Cyprus, Syria, the Susz Canal, and the

[/ L :
_Horth Africen coart. 4!'1:0 strategic situetion being whet it is,

it 1s not surprising tha“-' following the occupation of Greece,
URTHUE
Germany decided that the, eccupat:len of Crete was worth a mjor

N
erfort. (4) (See map A)

TOPOGRAFPHY
/ .
/c;ete is long, (160 miles) end nerrow, (aversges 18 miles in
Crera) -
width). and consists sssentially of the upper levels of & rangs of
nountﬁins which rise outl of the Very deap erstern Medlterransan
uters. Along the axis of the Island the mountains are largely

composed of limestone end ignweous rock. They ere not uooaad,_. but

are quite extensively covered with wild bushee and thickets. (5)

/ - _
_ /'Ihre ere very few pleins or flat aress on the Island,

Generelly spesaking, the mountainz fell precipitously into the very

deep surrounding weters. As a resulty the Islend has a regulsr

(2) A<3, p. 186; (&) A-3, p. 185; (5):Ae3, pps. 186, 187,
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( InoESD,)
comst line with very few eccepteble harbors. /Along the entire
south coast thsre is nothing deserving the name of & harbor ana
along the sorth soast the only harber whieh is at ll suitable
‘rer deep draft vessels iz the one at Suda my Suda Bay formed
the bass for such Britiah Neval units as oparatud from crate after
the British Occupation in October of 19600 (6)
kcrata hae a popnlat:len of about 400, t.')(i‘ﬂ‘.h A fow ef the people
c?] live in the mountains and depend prinmcipslly upen the raising of
! ghgep; e few more live in the fishing villsges of ths south coast.
 Most of the pepulation hmver;_ live along the narrow mertherm
~coastal plainﬁ where the 'éhier meens of liveliheod is the raising
of elives. Gonsoqueﬁtly 'bhe few flet pleces on the Islend are
‘usually covered with olive trees, which have low, thick folisge,
__mking observation for militery purposeé é::_tremaly diftficult. (7)
“ine road Mot of Crete 1s exceedingly simple end speves. B
Thare is one road running gonerally slong the north ceast, sonnect- -
1ng ell the principal centers of populatlion. This road, ﬁgtoqs " '53
1its inedsquacy, is the backﬁone- of the Island’s communication
system, A few aubéidiarjr roads, (treils is a lhe'l:tér vord) extend
south from the main coastel rosd to specific points in the mterior
¢r on the south coast. Thnaa subsidiery roads a(:{! ba t through
saddles whie_h comnect the mountain massee. An eXsmple of such a
road is the ons from Kalemi, '(just east of Sudg) to a'.paint just
short of Sphakia, on the south coast. All Crstan roeds, 1n§1uﬂ;ng
the main coastel roa%, ﬁass through many ﬂerileﬁ. Meanwhils, the
sountry bdetween (nd off the roeds is ezekedihgly_ rough, being
practically 1mpnsaable for any ot self-propelled vehicle. N {8) |

(&JJ—}, ppS.’ 186 18'?; (7)&.(8) A-3, p. 187;



The slmost complete sbsence of flat, olearsd terrain in

\orets, obvicusly sccounts for the fect that good airfislds ere

.practically non-existent. As a matter of fact, in their six

. months of occupation, the British eppear to have attempied to

develop omly thres airfislds; the main field being at Malems,

" ten miles west of the Island Cepitel of Canea; one at Rethymnon;

end enother airfield et Candie. {9) (8ee map B)

THE GENERAL SITUATION
(BRITISH) |
When the atteck on Crete begsn thers were ebout 28,600

troops stetioned thoru; including Greek Tfeops, but many of these

* were unarmed a8 a result of losses sustained in the evacuation

from Greece, Supporting weepons, such as artillery, were prac-
tically non-existent. In sddition, meny of the troops hed just

completed hiav; fighting in Greece and were in need of rest,

Attempts were made to procure arms and suppliss. FHowever, duwe o

. _ : i
the domination of the Germen Forces over the Aegeen Sea and the

aﬁi'rounding .aroa. very few ocean-going ships were sble to resch
the fow existing harbors on Crete. {10} |
The Br:ltiﬁh Baaas pepets wers locatsd in the Suda Bay ares,

end were well dispersed and concealed in oliv.ﬁ groves, At ihese
depote the Britlsh ha‘d.on hend about 30 days supply of ratioms; |
a-amull_quqntity of smell erms emmunition, gasolins end oil. From
the se meeger supplies .thsy wers also attempting to furnish sub-
sistence to the Cretan population of 400,000, All mppiieu such

(9) A-3, p. 1885 (10) A-4, p. 6.
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as gagol ine, oil,jordinaneé and minteﬁaﬁeo were vory low. When it —.
bsceme avidont that the German invasion was 1m1nanﬁ, the British
fmmedistely eef up field eupply pointe at Malems, Candiu and Rotm-
non, and a 15 day supply of rations was immediately aisplaced to

these field supply points. (11) |

) Under the Commend of Major Genersl Freyberg, the Commander of

the British Foroes on Crets, an all around defense of certain

definite mesctors wee indiceted and Gensral Freyberg decided upon

Tour vital sectors and dispomed hi§ troope as fellows:

1. _c_gn_g}_a_z” (Commander, Brig, Chappsll)}; two British Battelicns,
three Greek Battalions, 300 Australisn riflemsn end 250 artillerymen
ermed as Infantry:\

' e m ,,(comndsr, Brig. Vaeey); Raadqmrtera 19th
Austral:lan Infantry Brigede, four Australian Battelioms apd six

Graek &ttalions .‘\

//

3. Suls Bay: ' (Cosmander, Major Genersl Weston, FM); 16th
and 17¢h Austrslien Brigade, (both :lmproviaed) 1,200 British
Rirlemn from veriocus un:lts. the 106th Regiment, & ﬁn’?:)of ths
Royal Heevy Artillery. armed es Infantry and two Greek Battalions.

4, Mslems: _/’(cmndar, Brig. Puttiok, New Zealand Division);.
4th Few Zealana Brigede in the erea west of Oanes, the 5th New
Zoalanﬂ Brigade in the Malems arves, the 10th (improvised)

Infantry Brigede of compoa:lta Battalions, formed rrc::lgw Z?ealand
‘psrteml and two Greek Bettelions, and one sdditional Gruk_

(\§ _
Battalion. {(12)

Anti-air defenses ware locatsd at Buds Bey, Maleme =md Candia,

There were twc British tenke located at each sirfield; Malems,
: re
(11) a-6, p. 216_; (12) A8, p. 4-6



Candis, and Rethymnen elso; there ero & few Italian atatic
defense gune which served me field guns. At Sude Bay the. scoastal |
defense guns were still in operaticm. (13) |

Dus to the lack of Toade end road trenspert there wes litile
hope for the exployment of reinforcemsnts from one aﬁa to another
end, agcordingly, esech area was _&oaigna& to be alt'uupporting.
The British force in eech sres wes sssigned the mission of
defending an eirfisld end to prevent the lending of the enemy on

the beaches., (14) (See map B)

| | (GERaAW)
The German sction egminst Crete wae under the genersl command
of Reichsmarschell GBring end the Tactloel operations wers under
the divect commend of Colonel Gemeral Lohr, commanding the 4th

air fleet, The prineipal figures in ths Lohr Task Force were the

following: Genersl-of-Aviation, Gemeral Student, with strong

perschute, airborne and mountain wnits; Gemeral-of-Aviation

Richthofen, with -ﬁis strong VIII air corps, end en Austrian,

Gensral Rengl, was the commender of the mountein troops. (15)
© Jaentified units were; the 22nd Air Infentry Division end

the S5tk Mountein Division, which wers assembled end organized

in Greece, for participetion in the assault on Crete. (16)

TEE PREPARATION
Upon the termination of the fighting in Greece, the Germens
immedistely oscupied the Peloponssus Peminsuls or the lower part

of Greece snd began preparing, in escret, for the invasion of

.Grete, expecting to complete the conguest in two days. Extensive

(12)&(14) A-4, p. 7; (15) A-3, p. 189; (18) A-2, Pe 23



eerisl reconnsisssnce was undertaken aml all important terrain

rea?l;uroa on Crete weTe yhotogrnphod to the last deteil, On 14

Mey 1941 Ttelien bombers struck heavily st a British convoy i

the eastern Mediterranesn ss the air attacks on Crete Tapidly

- incressed :ln fury. Waves 'or planes sttecksd avery dofonsiu

position which sould be identified. Alrports, particularly Mslems,
wers bambed again end egain and on 19 May 1941 six of the defender's
few enti-airereft guns wers knocked out by direct hite, since the

enti-airereft gune hed been distributed without due regerd for

comcealment, It wes this prelininery stteck, from 15-19 May 1941,

which brought ebout the decisiom of the Royal Air Forcs to abandon
Crete. Therefore, when the initisl Germen asssulf was launched,
the British defenders were without any air suppert. During this

eruéial period, the British were constently losing vitelly needed

" ships, sunk in the harbor et Suda Bay, end the situstion bsceme

8o acute that low tonmage, fast ships were employed, It was

poseible for these ships to dock at night, unloed, end put to sea

aguin before deylight. This incressed enemy air sctivity gave the
British a positive werning that sn impending Germen esseult was
imminent and, therefore, they requested thet Naval units frem the

various Mediterramsan statlions be sent to Orete. (17)

THE BATTIE (SFE MAP c
. 20.21 May 1941

on 20 Mey the Germsn invasion of Crete began. The invagion -

{was opened by an serisl bombardment of extrbm vigor, involving

Ihigh altitude bombing followed by dive bombings The initlel
‘points of etteck were on the north shore p'r the Island, at Cenes,

(17) A-5, p. 850,
4



 wave of paruchutists m“‘“s aroppea) 4Berly in the battle the British

“‘-\

¥

the capitel of Crets, and the edjoining Melems airport; the Navel

 Base et Sude Bﬁy; Rethymnon end Candia, Meleme airport, ebout

10 miles west of Cenes, was apperently the principel objective

end the scens of the hesviest fighting. The air bombings, here,

were without preoedent in their violence; the bombe being of 811

sizes up to an& including one thousend pounds. (18)

Lbout DBOO 20 m, rollmring the serisl assault, tho firat

o
~ by,

| surrereﬁ a sexrious losu.ﬁ By aeei&;, or design, the second wave

of perechutists fell behind the Malems defenses very maJ;t?bhn_‘ 3.7
inch howitzer troops. The 1;tter%iﬂoo yards frem the neeyest
Infentry support -a-n&(?im the gunners had no Tifles, they were
quickly driven off end the guns wove lost, With them went the

most effective body of the British ertillery. The captured Italisn
guns-, aom of whieh hed to be fired over open sight, were ell that

ne .j (18) The perachutists, transported in Germen Junkers

Ju-52's, ceme in waves of about 600, dropping from su sltitude of

from 200 to 300 feet. In sddition to the perachutists, more troops
oame in by gliders, which franspnﬂod abeut 12 men each. Trescher-
ous wind currents hempered the glider lendings end scme of them
weTs blown far off course while others oracked up, missing the
lending aroaé ecmpletely. (19)

Approximately 3,000 airborne troops were landed in the Maleme
ares during the morning ﬁours. I.aier, in the afternoon, perachut-
ists and glider troops were dropped neer the airfields at Rethymnes
end Capdia, ebout 1,500 in eech aree. [20)(1”#? DD |

It was reported that the Germen foross landing mear Rethymmon
apd Cendis hed been either killed or ceptured by the British, :
however, s 1ink-up between theze forces and other German rnrcea@/

(18) (19) (20) 1-5, p. 850-
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o
lubsetht;,y took place in later sctiens.

The Germen ground. forees, upported by atteck planes, succeeded
by night fell of 21 May in capturing the eir field et Nelems.
Imsediately upor cspture of the sirfield, reinforcements ceme in
ee fest as the pilote could lend their tremsports. {21)

The British, océupying a position on Heg Merina, e hill
ebout four miles from Melems end using Italisn Field Guns, were
succesgful in delivering intermittent tire en the airfield and in
destroying some of the trsnsports. . m dapeged condition of the
flsld, due to bdnb ei-&ters; caused a number of the eir transports
to be crash-landed by their pllots. (22)

By night fall on 21 May 1941 the ‘German Forces had succesded
in briaging in, by air transport, pert of the Gemn S5th lountain _
Inrantryw end a detachment of Engineers, The lst Battelionm,
85th Mountein Infantry Roginont, was assignad the mission. of
sileneing the gu.ns which the British were employing to fire or
the airfield emd the Engineers were utilized to repair the rumweys. (23}

22 MAY 1941

On the morning of 22 May the lst Battalion, 85th Mountain
Infentry Regiment, launched an attack against the British positions
on Heg Marins. During the greater part of the day, the British,
utilizing the septured Italian Field guns and smell arme fire,
successfully .delivered offoctiv; fire on the Germans who were
attempting to drive the British from their position. _ﬂwour, the
British, who .uere feced with numerically superibr foréo and ebout
to be enveloped, withdrew to joim other British forces west of

Canea, The Germsn Bettalion occupied the position by nightfell on

~ (21) (22), &-5, p. 850; (23) A-3, p. 195
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22 May, ineuring the consolidation of the Molems mirfield. Mesn-
while, the Germens continued to bring in reinforcements and supplies

by _aireraft._ (24j

2% MAY 194l
During the night of 22-2% May the Germens attempted to

Teinforce their troops, making use of emall Greek achooners
escorted by one Itelisn wership. However, the strong British
Kaval fleet thet l;ad been dipatéhed to aid the British Forces
on Crete, bhad intercepted and destroyed a learge pert of this force.
The remainder wes dispersed end menaged to escepe back to Greece, |
or to the Germsn held ielende in the.hgean sea. It is believed
thet the force engeged in the attempt té lend by water trensport
was the Ird regiment ﬁf the German 5th Mountain Infautry
Divisien. (25)

The Gei'mans. durihg the early hours of 23 May, sﬁeeeeded
in lending the renhiﬁ@er of the 85th Mountein Infentry Regiment
end anothsr Regiment of the 5th Mountein Infentry Division, on
the eirfield st Meleme. In the early afterncon, the other
Hegimbﬁt, with the ls't Battalien, 85th Kountgin Infantry Regl-
ment, protecting its right flank, sterted esdvancing toward Cenea

and Sudm Bey. (26) (See Map C)

24.25 MAY 1940

~ The advance of tﬁe German Mountain Infentry Regiment along the
coast Toed from Maleme to Suda Bay, slowly forced the British to
g:lie gr.bund end.tu withdraw their forces east of Galatos. (.2'_?)
Xerly on the morning 25 May the British in the vieinity of
Gelmtos leunched & oountefattack and with troops engeging in |
hand to hend coubat succeoded 1n rorcing the Germans to withdrew.

(24) A-3, . 196; (25) A2, p. 27; (26) (27) A-3, p. 196, 2 p. 26
12



However, the British occupied the position for only & short period
of time, -as the troope were exhausted from econtinuous fighting and
from the pressure the Germenc were epplying, slowly withdrew to
Cense, (28) '

The 85th Mountain Infnntry Regiment, which had landed 23 Ney,
'::!; assembl ing in the vicinity of Modion. Meanwhile, the Eritish

were occupying positions southwest of Alikianoun and south of

- Episcope. (29) (See Map C)

26 MAY 1941

On the morning 26 Mey the 85th Mountein Infantry Regiment
started an advance towsrd the oasf, over trackless mounteins, with
succesding objectives; 1 -~ Episcope, 2 - Hill 542, and then on to
Styles, .on the coastal roed, to link up with the other Regiment of
the 5th Hot‘.'_ntain Infentry Division. Their mission wes to cut off
the retrest of the British to the emsst and prevent an escaps scuth
to Sphekie, on the socuth coest. The 85th Mountain Infantry Regi-
ment edvanced by bounde, sending one Bettalion to an odjective,
then pessing through with a succeeding Battalion to attack the next
objective. _(30) ‘

During the night ¢f the 25th the British withdrew their
Forces from positions at Episcope end Alikianou. Therefore, the
advence cof the German 85th Mouhtaiﬁ Imﬁtry Eegimnt was uninter-
rupted until it encountered stubborn resistence on Hill 542. The
Germen Commsnder wes forced to commit his Zrd Battslion to capture
the objective. This Battalion esssulted the British on Hill 542,
snd by night fall, hed captured the objective. In the mantinﬁ, the
British force at Canee waé stubborniy resisting the assault of the
(28) (29) (30)-A-3, v. 196

13



The Pursuit Detachment continuing it's march mde oontao'b‘—"
with parachutist weat or Rethmnon who had mede the initial
landing on 20 May. 3pparent1y-, the_ao perachutists hed been
suppl ied. ‘ny air or ha& subsisted on the land becanso they hed not
been in contect with their own force since the day of the initisl
atteck. The psrachutists reported that strong British positions
wore loceted st & pass ebout 3 miles eaet of town, {herefors, the
Pursuit Detachment cmder decided to bivouac for the night s
his present position. (38) | Vie Sl u,f

PR

30 NAY 1941
The Germen 85th Mountein Infantry Regiment continued it's

pursuit of the British until they met strong resistence fram Hill

- 798, just norén of Sphekis, Immediately, the Germans employed

the characﬁristie envelopment, ssnding the 1st Compeny of .tha

leading Battslion to' the left and the 2nd Company to the right in

# double envelopment. This menusver wee not wide ehoug’h due to

the exiended flamks of the British. Consequently the Germans

'plannea to employ the 7th and 8th Companies; the 7th to the right

and the 8th to the laft, in a double-doudble envelopment. From

his observation ppst on Hill 892.;. the Commander of the (ermen 85th

Mountein Infantry Regiment wes in a position to observe the British '

troops c_:rcwding into Sphekie, He decided to call for dite bombers

to atteck Hill 798 and to deley the double-double snvelopment. (39)

(800 Hap D) | o
The Pursuit Detaclment initiated it's sction against the

Eritish Morces esst of Rethymmnon on 30 Mgy end by about 0730 that

| (3!?_') -3, p. 203; (39) A-3, p. 202
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morning the British and Greek Forces surrendered.

Upon the termination or_tﬁis action, the Pursuit Detachment
continued it's sdvance and by 1600, hﬁd_arrivea una were ocoupyling
the eirfield at Candis, It was here tha.t they mede contect with
the perachutiets who hed dropped on 20 May. Agein, the sdvanee
wes .continued anﬂ_at Spkikac the Pursult Detschment mede contact
with Itmlien Troopa of about one Regiment in strength. The
Italiens hed landed by boat the night before and were on the
eod"tal road, marching toward Rethymnon. The advance elemsnt of
the Pursuit Detschment continued the mi-gn end reached it's ob-

jective, Berapstra, by nightfall. (40) (See Mep B)

2. MAY 1941 (See Mep D)

The German Commander dt the 85th Mountain _Il'.ltlf_antrjir Regiment,
during tﬁe pight of 30 May, brought into position on Hill 892,
a 1ight Infentry Howitzer. TFrom this position, accurate obzerved
fire was delivered on the British position on Hill 798 end with
the addition of the four Stukas he hed requested, the position
wes peutralized, The -ﬁlanned Adguble-double -enva.lopmant wes put
into effect, and succﬁeded, with ‘_the 7¢h Company occupying Sphakia
and the Sth Company ocoupying Kometades. (41) (See Mep D)

Thus, with the capture of Sphekis by the Germans, further
evacuation by the British was ended. The ;"enaining British end
Greek Troops were teken prisonsr, which en&ad rasistanco end

comqmntly oomp].oted the 'Gccupation Of Crete,” by the Germamns,

_ : o 7&«4@ /Mf
(40) A-3, p. 201; (41) A-3, p. 203
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THE EVACUATION

During the nights of 28-29 snd 29-30 May 1941, warships
of the British Fleet in the Mediterrameen were putting in at
Sphakia for thel purpese of evecuating British personnsl, This
sction was being accomplished under eitrem difficulties as a
result of heavy ettecks, by German low-level bombers and dive
bombers., By thg morning of 31 Mey, however, the British had
succeeded in evacueting spproximetely @ troops from Crete, (42)
The Garrison et Caniis, which had not been herd pressed aduring
the overell operetion, wes evecumted on the night of 28-29 Mey by
British Werships. Only e few of the wounded, who could not be moved,

‘and the necessary medicel personnel were left beshind. (43)

THE NAVAL ACTION

Coincidentsl with the invssion of Crete, units of the
Eritish Mediterrsnean Fleet entered Cretan waters, intent upon
destroying sny surfece creft which the Germens might have planned
to utilize ir a coordinsted Air - Seas operation., The Fleet
arrived in time to intercept, during the night 22 Mey 1941, = sea~
borne force of about 30 smell Greek schooners, convoyed by a
lone Itelien Destroyer,wﬁe were trensporting a Germen expeditionsry
force. The British destroyed and diapsrsed this Foree, resulting
in heavy caguslties to the Germsn Expeditionary Fores. (44)

The locetion of the British Fleet wes soon known to the Germsn
Commend end a great number of "Stuke" dive bombers were dispetched
to glve battle. The British, ﬁaving-practieally ne esir support,
suffered heavy losses and wers forced to withdraw, thereby, vir-
tuslly insuring the Germens of a victory on Crete. (45)
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LOSSES SUSTAINED

The reported estimated losses of personnél during the Crste
operation were es followe: (46)
British: |
Captured, Killed, and Wounded - 15,000
Germen:

Captured, Killed, and Wounded - 17,000

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMS

In meking a study of this occupation, it is my opinion that
the British were without edequate troope, equipment or weapons
to stop, Tepel or eject the German forces prior to end after the
initisl atteck.

The initiel positione occupied by the British, elthough
logicel in respect to the key peints to be defended, caused a
split in their smell forces, subsequently resulting in the 1so-
lation of eech ares, The evecuation of the emell air force left the
defanders witbout _adequ;/t}:%(:;ll'. support. | The only air support
consisted of a few sorties flown by planes based slong the Africap
Coast. ‘

It is epparent thet tke Britieh, after having occupled Crete
in Qctober 1940, did very little to establish any form of permenent
defesnces. The fact thet the main nirfield a2t Maleme wes captured
the first dey irdicated a fajlure to occupy hastily constructed -
defenses which would heve denied the airfield to the attackers.

The mere fect that a Battery of Fleld Artiliory weg loet to pera-
chutists who had lended on 'thgilé‘ position, meinly because the
e

artillerymen wers 'nhoutﬁ;aapons, indieated a lack of preperatlon.

(46) A-8
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The Germens, in ell probebility, hed not decided on which
objective wéuld constitute their main sffort until after their
success at Maleme, Aa s roéult, after the initisl lending of
epproximately 1,500 Parschutists in esch of the Rethymnon and
Cendis areas, sll the (German effort was coneentlfated et Malems.

With the initiation of their withdraial, gnploying a gtrong
rear guard action, the British successfully delayed a rapld
conquest hy fha Germena un_til_ they could evacuste approximately

: 5

jol
half their forces from Crete, (Thi strong delay upset the time W‘S

table .of the Gamans, preventing them from su‘bseguantly employing”y OQCP‘V
~airborne forces in the Mediterresnesn area or utilizing Crete as
a jumping-off 'placel to attack f_urthpr objectius)

.Tho heréic action by the British Navy deserves msntion.
Opérating in waters, over which a dommating airforce was
operating, the  Havy succeed_ed in Tepelling thlo iending of a
German foree which, in the event they ha.él landed, would, in ell
probability heve ensbled the Germens to occupy Crets in much less
time than it setuelly rgquirod. The success of thia water tTens-
ported force, in this writer's opinion, would have inflicted
considerably more (sa;m'i cesualties on the British and would have
prevented their withdrewal snd evecuation from Crete.
| To summarize, it was quite evident thet the British hed
very litile chance of mctuslly repelling the initisl ettack of the
German sirborns forces. The etteck hed been well plenned and wes
executed with well treined, self éustaining individusls and units.
This ué attested to by the Parachutists in the vicin_ity of Rethym-
non end Cendia who remsimed in sustained combat for eppropimately

10 deys before making contact with their own forces.
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The atteck on Crete, having been unique in thet it was an ——
airborns conquest, drew the attention of military figures the
world over, It wae the first time in history that an airborne
force, employing parachutes, gliders end air trenaports without
the ususl normsl ground supporf, succeeded in capturing an ob-
Jective on such a largs scele,
It behooves us to remsmber thet at the time of the occupation
or)érete, over the period 20-30 May l?-ll, our ermy wes conducting .

experiments in airborns landings at Fort Benning, Georgia.

LESSONS
1. The time to strike et pargchublasfa.ls.mhes. ihey-ave in
the air or m&;annly upon their impsct with the ground, end
berore they ¢an orgsnlze snd sttack in strength.
2. Gliders are extremely Yulaarabls.4o.ATsillacy. £ive.
mmediate“ly upon landing.

2. The persmount lesson is: A Commander of ground forces,

.

in an izolated position, should have adequate alr smﬁg An thg_

« e gt T R B L A

face of an impending attack by either airborme or seaborms forces,

&, The cocperetion of all forces is of the utmost importance
in an operation of eny type.

Se Prior plenning is essential to the succeess of e largo-

acale operation. &

L AN AL A

6o Strong statie derenses should ba in:ltiatod and continually
mrm
improved on a position that is isclated and exiremely vulnerablo
bl
fram ell directions.

7. Destroy all instellations apd. msterisl that msy be of use

to the ensmy when 11: 1s mcessary to ovncuate a___position and

AR T R e A SN L e U D

:meossibla to utiliu 11:. -



8, Communications sre essontial, Therefore, sliernate and

e

supplemen’;,ary msthods should be employed to insure that communications

are mainteined.

9. Surprise insures initisl success which, otherwise, would

i B MR

be difficult to obtein.

10, Nevel Forcesg, without adequate eir cover, asre vulmnerable

to air attaeck.

11, Water-Transported Forces with insufficlsnt surface convoy
sgcort, slithough enjoying air superiority,_ are vulnsrable to

attack from warships.

o
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