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CPERATICNS OF CANNON COMPANY, 1107TH fiEAHIBY
(2874 DIVISION) IN THE DEFENSE CF MUNCHAUSEN, LUGXEMBOURG,
IN THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE, 16-19 DECEMEER 1944
(Peraonnl(igggggfﬁgglgﬁcf gg:g:igxéamnandcr)
ORIENTATIOR
INmODUCTION -

. Thié snnosraph covers thd operatlions of Canaon canpany;
110th Infantry, 28th Bi?ia;eg_inrtho defense of the village of
MUNCHAUSEN, LUXEMBOURG, during the Battle of the Bulge, 16-19
December 1944, o

| A better understanding is ecreated for the readér by goling
back a few months into the summer of 194, 7 _

- In June 1944, the US First Army had suceossrulljinvaaad
the continent of Europe over the beaches of_HGREARDY and had
pushed'eastward. PARIS had fallen and the small cocuntries of
BELGIUM and LUXEMBOURG had beer liberated. GERMANY had been
entered in several places, | '7 '

It now beeame necessary to pause and regroup forces im
order to continue the drive to the RHINE, This made neceasary
the grouping of sevqral diviasions for the push eastward, while
aome sectors were lightly held by a few troops. |
THE GENERAL sTTATTON o

 In the First Army Area, the ARDENNES Seetor, held by VIII
Corps, was selected as the zone te be lightly meanned, while the
First Army offensive was to be mede to the north to cgpture
DUREN, reach the RHINE RIVER, and take COLOGNE. (1) (See Map A)

 Throughout the fall, the ARDENNES area had been held
.1ightiy to permit the nasaing of forees farther to the north
and sonth for the offensive to the ROER and SAAR RIVERS. On

(1) A"‘B: Pe 5h



faclng the SIEGFRIED LIHE,' This sector was taken over from the
8th Divisicm in Kévembor; after the regiment had suffered heavy
casualties in HURTGEN FOREST. Most of the officers apd a majority
of the men were roplaecments, thus regiment was endeavoring to
train its replacementa‘at the same time it was oceupying end
bholding i1ts long front, The suppiy of the regiment was normal,
The reglment h@?_,lh’?&.t&;mn up e@,m&.}...i_é?_,%%_ one
back in division regerve for training, Astgaliy, in rifle
eéﬂﬁ;ﬁies, the regiﬁ#&f'hié‘rour_eonpgny strongrpaints'alang the
RED BALL Highway tké;nran along therﬁront of the sector about

~ two miles west of the OUR RIVER, (See Map C)

was alsQ organ;zed &8 a strong polnt, Tech front ;130 company
had sbout three and a ha;f miles of responsibility, The Anti-
tenk Company platoona were used to reinforce the sirong polnts

- along the front, Cannon Company was to sﬁpport the r:ont in
rita sector as well as forming 8 sffong point for its own protece
tion, The regiment was supported by the 109th Field Artillery
Battalion., The regimental eommand post was located at the town

of CLERVEAUX (CLERF), (See Map C) |
The plan of defense for each battallon consisted of OUR
RIVER outposts, which were active in the daytime and pulled

o ey

back to the parent companies during the darkness. (&)
CANNON COMPANY (See Map C) |

Cannon Compeny, 110th Infeniry, ooeup;éd positions near
the village of MUNCHAUSEN. The eommand poat was loeated in the
schoolhouse near the center of the villaéc while the gun positions
were about 175 yards to the eaat., Observation posts had beer setl

(&) A=k, De b7, 48, 92




up af thrae'pointa east 0f the gun positions end wers manned

at éll timea, and it was a delly practice to tske one gun and

erew to s forward position for practioce shooting into the

German 5@1&.313&33133 LINE positions., This forﬁa:d pogition

was never the same as the day before but was ususlly about
4,000 yards forwsrd of the OP.

Although it wag not cunaidaraﬂ probable that the eompany
would have to engagg in elose~in aombat, & pPlan was maﬂe for
sueh an eventuslity, The gune were to sttempt to drive off
the enemy with fire as long as pomsible, and when this coulgd
no longer be done the men were to defend with carbines and
rifles, A series of trip flares and booby traps, the latter
songtructed from piano wire ané hand grenadss, protected the
pogitions on three sides. |

The intelligence report received from regiment stabted
that the enemy eapabilitias in this ares were to (1) defend
in present posiﬁionﬁ'and (2) make small secale raids aeross
the OUR RIVER. | | |

Cannon Company had an effective strength of about 90 men,
& ennﬂiﬁion which existed for Several ressons, A ﬂetéil wag
back st Pivision Ordnance Qompany repairing two of the eompany
howitzers, three men wafe in PARIS ©n leave, three men were
assigned to a baggage detail for the regiment, and various
other aati#itias wore in progress which reduced the ocombat
gtrength of the eompanyo |

The weather was fair and soil traifinability in the ares
wag good. The ter:aiu near NUNCHADSEN was rather hilly with

thick woods covering the ravines.



¢ ¢

16 December a :ront of 75 miles was dsfenﬁed by two battle wora
and two untried divisions, backed by a new ariored division,
Such a disposition of forces was admittedly a caloulated risk,
but it was reasoned that while the enemy might make e spoiling
atteck in this sector, he cénlﬂ not ashieve decisive resultis
before the Allies comld apply adegnate counter measures, (2)

The theory of the ealeulated risk has been thoroughly
hashed over; it is_eertainly true that the ARDENNES secior was
rugged, had a generally poor road net, and did seem to be remote
from any strategie objectlives, These were the reasons why
Genersls Eisenhower and ﬁradley had thinned out this seetor.
This was the reason the Germans esttacked there, Both Eisenhower
and Bradley noted these facts and esgreed that an attack in
winter through this rugged territory would be very difficult. (3)

The 28th Division had been committed to combat in July, It
hed fought seross FRANCE, BELGTUM, LUXEMBOURG, and had taken part
in the asseult on the SIEGFRIED LINE in Beptember and the HURTGEN
FCOREST offensive in November. , _

| As a :asalt of heavy losses puataineﬂ in the HURTGEN FOREST

the division had been moved to rather ineetive darensiverpdsi-

tions west of the OUR RIVER in Northern LUXEMBOURG. There it

had the mission of helding s very wide defensive sector, as
well as the rehabilitation snd training uf-feplaeanents who had
‘recently Jéineé the division.
1107H INFANTRY | |
The 110th Infentry Regiment was holding a front of a little

more than fifteen miles along the OUR RIVER in LUXEMBOURG,

(2) A-7, par 131
(3) A-5, P_! 96"97




Supply of most items was normgl and more than & basie load

of howlizer ammunition was on hand,
THE GERMAH“PL!E'GF'AQEQQE (8ee Map B)

| At the start of the ARDENNES thrust tho Gernans ‘had good
informatior about the thinness of the American lines in that
segter and knew that only four divisions covered the 75 mile
stretch of front. It was Hitler's keen sense of the value of
the unexpected which led him to explolt this weskness, and itas
indication thet the Allied High Gommand was unprepared -=-
deapite the leason of 1940 ~- for a large scale effenaive in
‘sueh difficult country. (5)
_ The ARDENNES sres wasz not new to the Germans as they had
gone through the same spot three times before, In 1870, 191k
and 1940 they had used the same route. It hed been denonstratea
in 1940 that atrong armored forces faced only with light resist-
anee could smesh aswiftly through the ARDENKES area. The Germans
fhoaght that the roed net was sdeguate for supply and the
country suitable for maneuver, (6)

German merale at the start of the operation was high, The
goal of the operation wes to capture ANTWERP, sever supply lines
from ANTWERP, and destroy enemy forces north of the line
ANTWERP~-BRUSSELS-BASTOGNE, The plan of sttack was as follows:

_ 1, Siith-Panzor Army, with nine divisions (4 panzers)
would drive aecross the MBUSE southwest of LIEGE and neizé"
2, Fifth Panzer Aray, driving shpulder t¢ ghoulder with
‘the Sixth, would eross the MEUSE in the vicinity of NAMUR and
proceed towards BRUSSEILS.

(5) A-2, p. 279
(8) 2-6, p. 11




5. Seventh Army would attaek on the south of the Fifth
to secure the left flank,

4. Pifteenth Army would attack on the north of Sixth Army
toward LIEGE to protect the right flamk, (7)

NARRATION
THE FIRST DAY (8) |

Dewn came to the tuns of a 45 minute enémy artillery
preparation on the morning of 16 December 1944. It sesmed to
stretoh from one end of the front to the other with no letup.
However, none of the rounds fell on the'positions'of Cennon
Company, 110tk Infantry, st MUNCHAUSEN. The fire seemed to bé
falling along the road which ran north and south seross the
regimental area abouf two milea west of the German border,.

The company immediately sontacted Regimental Hesdquarters,
110th Infantry. by telephone, in an attempt to gain knoﬁledge
of the sitnation. Regiment oould furnish little information
exeopt that it slso was trying to £ind out what was happening.

The company observation posts, whioch were losated from
00 - 400 yards to the front of the gun pesitions, reported
that they oould see mothing of any signifiesnce to their front.

All mon were alertgd and the eompany commander and one
lieutenant went to the observation post loeated to the left
front of the company, There they eounld see nothing, A4ll the
OP's were cautionmed to be on the lookont and report quieckly
when anything unususl was observed, The company commander
raturned to the command post and breakfast was served to the

troops.

(7) A=, D» 13
{8) Personal knowledge




In a telephone cbnvaraation with lst Battalion, on the
left flank, it was learned that some activity was going on in
that area énd'it was requested that a forward obaerver be sent
to the 1st Battalion command post. This was done immediately
and it was only s very short time before radic contsot was iade
between the forward observer party and the Oannon Company COP.

At the same time & patrol was sent to the fromt to
reconnoiter the woods to the south of MARNACH. éhs leader of
the gecond platoon was in charge and was ascoompanied by &

- gergeant ﬂnd two other men, The patrél reached the edge of

the clearing and started into the woods, with the llieuntensant
in front, and as he rounded a smsll olump of trees he ran head-
long into m Germsn rifleman, The lieutenant pulled his earbine
down to the level and fired at a range of temn yards, killing
the German soldiers, The enemy soldia; was sccompanied by
8everal others whe jumped for cover as soon as the shot was
fireds When he saw there were more Germans, the platoon leader
dapartaé with great dispateh in the ganeral direotion of the
nea;est company 0PF. Ths sergeant, in spite of the fact that

he earried an SCR 300 radio, managed to keep shead of the
lieutenant on the way back.

Upon reaching the 0P the lieutenant told the men there to
watoh'the partieular spot of woods in which he had besn, He
then reported what had happanad $0 the company commander.

All eooks, EKP's, supply personnel aund truek drivers were
rounded up and moved to positions near the left front OP to
confront any attaek whish might be forming im the woods. The

total of this group smounted to approximately twenty men armed




with earbines and rifles. The use of these people was made
neceBsary beeause“a fire‘missien had been reguested by lst
Battalion and the gun erews were now engaged in firing this
mission,. |

When the company commgnder resched the OF his attention
~ was oalled to two separate columns of German troops which
were filing down into the draw lesdiag to‘the area whare the
patrol had previeusly seen the enemy troops. It was now
becoming apparent that the woods were being used as an assembly
area, 80 the enemy iroops were allowed to assemble there in
hope that howitser firg could be delivered on them. MNeanwhile,
the QP was inatructed to have fire date prepared for the targei
on the near edge of the woods, and to héla fha orews in readiness
to fire as soon as the mission for the lat Battalion was eom-
pleted, Approximataly two eompanies of enemy were estimated to
have assembled in the woods,

In gbout a half hour enemy soldiers could be seen emergiog
from the woods and heading irn the direetion of the gun positions,
About fifty men were allowed to coma into the open before the
guns wefe given the command to fire. .Then 8ll gune fired
pimul tanecusly. The troops in the open were eaught standing
up and all axaaﬁt two were casuslties. Thede two were taken
prisoner. (See Map ()

After seversl velleys on the edge of the woods, the range
wes ralged fifity yards at a time and the entire woods was
raked with s mixtﬁrs of high explosives and white pheaphereua
gshells. The enemy troops could be hegxa gsereaming and shouting
a3 thay.triad to retreat through the intense fire. Altogether

about BO0 rounds were fired, -

10




Frién&ly troops suffered one cesnalty when scattered
machiﬁe gun and rifle fire was received on the hill. He was
evacuasted to the regimental collecting stétion.

The two prisoners were given a very rapid interreogation
and sent to Regimental Headquarters. It was lesrned from th§
PW's that there had been two companies in the attsek and their
obﬁeativa had been to capture the Cannon Gompsay gun pogitions,

The first-.attack on MUNCHAUSEN had failed te materislize
due to the intensity of the howitzer fire on the German
a82embly sres snd the perfeet timing with which the fire was
delivereds For the moment the integrity of the position had
beon mainteined, Tlans were immodiately made to defend sgsinst
farther attack. |

The two howitzers which belonged to the third platoom
wore baeck st Divislon Ordnance (Gompany boing repaireds This
mgde the third platoon availsble for the defense of the laft
flank, which wes where they were placed, Phe platoon was te
protest the entire left flank from s point forward of the guns
to the ﬁorth;ast corner of the village of MUNOHAUSEN, the
seoond platoon wes assigned the left half of the meetor
immediately in front of the guns aund the first platoon was
a8signed the right half of the same sector. The provisionsl
rlatoon, ofleaeks, drivers, efe.. uah held near the company CP
for movement to any place where they might be neoded.

- About 1300 hours the Germans abtacked agsin, this time
from the left flack. This time no fire from the hewitzers
eould be dalivaréé becanse of the mask formed by the hill and

11




the.buildiaga in the oorth end of the village. Two .50 ocaliber
machine guns, carbines and a few rifles were the only wéapona
available for the defense. (See Map €)

The enemy suceeeded in gaining a foothold in the town by
taking possession of three houses in the north edge of town,
Howsver, thaj eould advanee no further. The provisional
platoén was moved to reinforce the third plateer on the morth
edge of town. !hs‘situation was statiec for sbout an heur,
with neither side seeming to gain an inche Then fhe ylatoon
lesder, with s fow other men, assaulted two of the houses with
hand grensdes while being covered by rifle fire from the
remainder of the platoén. ‘He suceseded in gaining posgession
of the houses snd killing or ﬁennding mogt of the oneupanta,
'ﬁio_or'thrae of the snsmy eacapad from these two honsez and
entered the third house, TUpon learning'that the first two
houses had been reeaptured, the cceupantes of the third house
attempted to pull out and escape te the north. Two of fhem
iere k1lled by rifle fire and the rest esesaped.

Gannou.company had not been so fortunate this time, and
had suffered well over & dogzen casunaliies. Effeetive streungth
now numbered less than oighty men.

By this time it was 1600 hours snd darkness was approaeh-
ing. The enemy msde no further attempta to enter the town
that day.

ZTHR FIRS? NIGHT (9)

The night of 16 December was featured by 2lmost incessant
artillery fire during the first few hours of darkness. It

Seomed to come from three guns several thousand yards awﬁy;

(9) Personsal knowledge
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and was estimated to be 105 ¥MM. Very few rounds 1anded in
thé village and none in the gun positions, This was due to
the loeation of the guns Just in rear of the topographieal
orest of & hill so that fire intended for the gun positions
passed overhead and landed in the low ground to the west.
One round smashed ;nto a barn pnd.killad & ocow. The man to
whbm‘fhe cow belonged immedistely out her throst and was up
early next morning to dress the caroass.

Ehe company commander contaoted the regimental commander
by telephone and told him of all that hed bhappened that day,
He msked for some kind of antitank weapons to be used in czse
the Germans éttackea with tanke. The Regimental (0 said he
would do what he ooulﬁ about the antitank weapons and that
Cannon compény would eqntinué to hold 1ts place.

About 2000 hours a platoon aergaant who had been on pass
in PARIS slipped into the CP, He had been gone three_days
and hsd been acecompanied by two other men, He reported that
the trusk which had been bringing them from the regimental CP
st CLERVEAUX hed been hit by & "panzerfaust® about 1500 yards
to the gsouthwest of HUEGH&UBEH-' The truck hsad been wrecked
and three of the men, including the driver, had been hurt and
taken pziSoner. Phe sergeanf and one other mén, who was |
aceompanying the driver on the trip, mensged to escape and
reached the command post by erawling seoveral hundred yards
aod then coming up a draw that led to MUNCHAUSEN from the
wests This was the first indiestien that the eremy had troops

behindg cannon gompsanys
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THE SECOND DAY (10} |
On the mﬂrging'of_the second Qay, 17 béeember, the company

commander recelved a telephons call from the commander of 109th
Field Artillery Battallion, The colonel stated that one of his
batteries was out of smmunition and requested that Cannon
Company fire certaln missions in tha zone of the lst Battalion.
He was assured the missions would be fired as long as Cannon
Company itself had emmunition, |

The night before, the company had requested some antitank
weapons from Regiment, These were supplied in the form of twe
76 MM towed antitank guns, whieh were emplaced_at the north
edge of town, astride the road to MARNACH -- the most likely
tank approach, | ,

The wire line to regimental headquarters went out quite
early in the morning,. ‘AAwire crevw, with_samo reinforcements,
went out to trace the line and ropair.it. Upon reachbing a
point near CLERVEAUX the sergeant im charge was quite surprised
to see a long column of enemy armored vehicles standing on the
xoad_hetueen MARFACH and CLERVEAUX. He hastened baek and
reported whet he had éeen'to the company ccmmander, A report
wes then made 0 regiment by radio, The wire line to regiment
was never re-established, . '

About 1030 hours the enemy launched en attack om MUN-
CHAUSEN frem the mortheast with five tamks and what was estimated
to be e company of imfantry, Two of the tanks were Mark VI
Tigers and the remaining three were Mark V Panthers, (See Map C)

(10} Personal knowledge
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One of the two antitenk guns was knooked out after firing
only one round of emmunition, The crew from the other gun
showed ne inelination to fight and took eff rapidly for the
rear.i anefar,_aeng of the nen-eamhiasigneﬂ offi¢cers of
Cannon eampany'eéught soverai of them before thgy eould gbi
away and shoved them dack up to right with small armas,

The enemy blaated away et the CP in the sehoolhouse with
tanks firing round after round of high explosive and antitank
ammunition, Most of the buildings on the north side of town
Were in flames, One Tiger tank, with a squad of iufantry,
succeeded in getiting into the teun.‘ The tank-went almost teo
the CP and, although hit three or four times by bazooka fire,
was able to turia around and drive baeck to the ﬁortkegst. For
a time 1t appeared that the Germans might take the town.

The tide began to turn when a company offleer slipped to
within forty feet of a German tank ané_knoekad it out wlth a
hazooks round, A sergeant, who had béen loeding for the erriﬁsr,
picked off the enemy crew with a carbinme as they tumbled out of
the burning tank, Not a man in the erew escaped being killed.
This seme aetian'was fapéateﬂ in abont.twanty minutes and
anothar enemy tank wes destroyed, along with its erew, The
same offleer fired the bazoéka and the saﬁs’sargaant killed
the crew, | o _ | )

After losing two tanksg‘thé eneny was a little more
réluctant to send forward hié ermor, He intansifipd the fire
of his.mortgrs, hdwéver, and sent more infantry into the town.

The enemy infantry was finally repelled by rifle and

carblne fire apd retired from the village to the northeast rron.
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whence they had come, The company eommander reported to regi-~
ment by fadia and also foqnested'same tank aselatance if possible,
Begimant rromigsed to send at least a section of tanks, if they
were ohtainable. _ '

/\Egﬁnon Company began to reorganize in preparation for further
attﬁek_hy the enemy, Several ocasualties had been sustained in
the lest atteeck and it now beeame a question of how much longer
the position could be held, High explosive smmunition for the
howitzers was short, rifle snd carbine anmnnitian‘vaa short,
and thers were no sffective means to combat Tiger tanka, Wire
communieation was ean;letuly aonexistent,

By this time, platoen organization had almost ceased to
exist and groupas qr men were organized into sguads, uader the
command of available noncommissioned officers, as defensive
units, Sinece the ememy had tried the left rlank three times and
haﬂ not taken the villege, it became apparent that he might try
the natursl approach up the low grownd on the right, or south,
glde on his next attempt, The US troops tar§ disposed with the
bglk of the men on the south side of the village. A .50
' eeliber machine gun covered a long stretch of ground in fromt
of the riflemen, B | '

At 1530 hours the expected attaek from the right rflank
materialized, It began by two Tiger tanks moving up en tha
left r?ont ahd,'riring completely acroas the gun positions,
knoeking out the howitzer on the extreme right position, The
howitzer fired back with one round but it was never able t§
fire again, Approxﬁnatslr aix men were oithor_killea or iajured
by the tank fire, Then the tanke moved away and the liafantry
attack from the south begen to threaten the pesitions. (ggg_ggz_g)
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The attack was momentarily halted and the compeny camnandor,
with five other men, staged & short flenking mevunaatluhieh hit
the right enemy platoon om its right flamk, This bewilldered the
enemy for & few mimutes but @1d not dislodge them, Two of the
Tive men were kllled, ocne was wounded, and two werse faken
prisoner, Th;s left the company commender stranded, with no
emmunition, in the midst of & campany of Germans, He lay
Prone behind a hedgerow and waited for darkmess te come,
| From the southwest uns.sudéenly heard the roar of friemdly
tanks and there appeared over the hill five Sherman tanks
oaning single file up the raaﬂ toward NH!BHLBEEH A noneom-
migsioned orrieer weont runaing down the road to meet them and
wave them on, Regiment had not forgotten to send the tenks
that had been promised,

When the tanks were about 800 yards from the town, a
German soldler fired a “panzerfaust® at the leading tank,
Though the temk was not hit, 1% turned around and ran full
speed in the éther direetiém. It was clesely followed by the
other four tanks and they were not seen again,

The Germans Qrerran'the fight side of the village and took
the gun poaitiéna. However, the entire village was not taken,
Cannon Company still held the west side and the center of the
village,

The company cosmander, still marconed om the hill, walited
until dark, Then he erawled down e hedgerow and came beek lmto
the village through the same low ground that the Germans had
used to attack MUNCHAUSEN. After almost being shot by his ows

17




men, he rejolned the cempsny, The exaeﬁtivn offiecer had
moved the CP frem the aehoolhouéo to another house and had
blocked roads into town by overturning trucks in them, A
head count revealed thit the compeny strength now stood at
twenty men, Radlo operators had been unable to ecmmunicete
with anyone since 1500 hours that arternoan.

| Throughout the aight the enemy pounded the village with
mortar fire, At one time a tenk pulled down to one of the over-
turned tracka.. A Germaem soldier started to ¢limb cut of the
turret, A sergeant shot him through thé head and he tumbdled
out on the ground dead, The fank turned eround and ran out of
town, | _

Two messengers were sent on foot at different times and

on separate routes to try to eanta§t regilmental headquarters at
CLERVEAUX, Nelther ever came back, |

| Topard moraning it was daeided to leave the town, and at
0430 hours the eompany moved out to the west into the wooda oam
the high ground aleng the CLERT RIVER.
THE THIRD AND FOURTH DAYS (11)

The cqubany assnnblod.in the wooda west 9r towa eakd paused

for a rest. Day was breaking, ao geveral three men patrols

were sent out and told to reconnoiter for a few hundred yards
gﬁd'report back what they saw, This was done and in all ocases
the answer was the same ~= German columns were very aneh in
evidence ok the west, north,‘and south, |

The company commander seleeted a sergeant agd three men

to sccompany him and went on a patrol to try to gat'as c¢lose as

(11) Personal knowledge
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possible to-the_tojn of CLERVEAUX, 'They bit the rosad to
CLERVEAUX and procesded down 1t for a distance of about 600
yards, Then & burat of enemy machine gun fire caused them to
take to the bushes at the side of the road, Investigatioa
revealed that only three Gexmana with a machine gun stoocd guard
at a erossroads, A few well placed carbine and rifle rounds
put an end to the Gezmans._

The party proceeded down the rpad for a réw‘hnndrea yerds
mOores Thére they saw a column of enemy troops in half tracks
comlng fram_ths direction of CLERVEAUX. It was now evident
that regimental heedquarters wa.s gone, 80 the patrol turaed
and went back to the rest of the company,

During the day the company picked up seatterea nen rral
sevoral dirrerontrautrits, gnt;l the tetal in the pariy came
to about forty men, The quectite DOW Was escape to the west
to rejein friemdly troopPss = )

fhe CIERF RIVER was a swift, narrow stream ghont ;eur feet
deep, with a steép benk on the west side. During the day a
patral was sent down to the river to plek a likely spot for a
mnight erossimg, They found a place which was between two
German positions and was narrow emough to allow the party to
reach the opposite bank without much difficulty. One German
position was about 150 yerds up the river and the other about
the seme distance down the fivor. The crossing would require
absolute silence,

The night was very dark ahﬂ there was no mool, The approach

down to the river was very rugged but the men had been carefully
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1nstru¢tad that they were to make no noise., The orossing
began and all saamedrto be going well, as the men held hands
to keop from being swept down stieam by the water., Then,
when about half the men were across, & man stumbled and was
swept off his foots A largq, alert sergeant grabbed his
shirt eollsr and pnlle& him across to the opposite bank,

The remasining men'éeramhled soross ﬁithout ineident.

The men had been teld that if they became lost during the
night, they were to continue west until they resched friendly
troops. During the night the company executive officer and six
men became lost. Seversl Germsn columns were encountered
~ during thelnight ahd after midnight the men conl& hear the
gound of tank fire to the west, |

One villsge after anothér was passed and each one wasg
~ burning aod deserted. Meny American tanks, some knocked out
and some deserted while im good shape, were psssed. HMorning
came and friendly troops had not been founds, The compsny had
govered about fifteen miles in the direction of BASTOGHE. -

It wag decided that the men would stand a better thEce :
of resching friendly territory if they were divided into
small groupss These groups were 1nstructea to coneceal them-
gelves during the dsy and travel west at night. The compsny
commandé or and'the two men sccompanying him were taken prisoner
#bout noon of that day. OGannon Company, 110th Infentry was
now & oompany 1ﬁ name oh;zlj |

To sum wp the results of the battle: Cannon Company, 110th
Infantry, hed denied the use of the rosd to the enemy from o
MARNACH to the southeast for a period of two days against
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1neredibié oddss The enemy lost s great number of men in
proportion to the aasﬁaltiea sustained by Oanncn Company.
One Ameriean sergeént, who wes taken prisoner by the Germans
on the second dsy, waeg retained by them in the area for a.
period of four dasys to help eo;lect thelr dead, According
to his count, there were betwesn 315 and 225 enemy bodies im
the vioinity of MUNCHAUSEN, It 1s not known how many injuries
the enemy sustained, [12}.
AVWALYSIS AND CRITICISH

1« BQUIPMENT _ _

 The defense of the positions at MUNCHAUSEN was msde mmeh
more giffieult because Gannon Compsany had no mortars, no .30
caliber machine guns and only a very small bagie load of
smmunition for the .50 caliber manhine guns, Had these items
been available it iz highly probable that & more adequate
system of defense eould have been set up and maintained for a
much longer time. Indirect fire with 105 MM Howitsers beoame
ineffective when masked by the cover to the fromt of the gunm
positions and ﬁa weapons were avallable to reach the enemy
behind the mesks. Mortars of either 60 or 81 MM size would
have been invalusble in fulfilling this pertioular part of the
defense mission. +30 caliber machine zuns were nee&aﬂ for
laying down final protective 1lines in froat of the positions.
While the .50 ealiber machiqe gans were quite effeotive the
ammunition supply ran low in a very short time. The primary
mission of these guns in the Cannon Company was for snti-
airoraft protection of the vehicles and the basie load of

ammunition was very small.

({12) Personal statement of Sgt Rex Hertig, 25 Dec 1947
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2. ENOWLEDGE OF THE SITUATION
Enowledge of the situstion on the flanks sand in other

sectors of the regimental ares was nonexistent. Very little
information eame from any source. More information might
have given the company commender some 1dea of what opposed
him and might have rendered him more capsdle of planning his
‘actions, Hothing was ever passed down from regiment concern~
ing the status of units of the 1st Battalion on the left or
unite on the right,

3. RESULTS OF PRECOMBAT TRAINING

Though a2 non-rifle nnit,.ﬁnacaustamed to oiase combat,

the men in all plﬁtoons stood their ground agsinst stubborn
advanoes in each attack. This wes due in a great messure to
the faot that the company had been thorounghly trained in rifle
company tacties along with the training ordinarily given a
eannon eompanys Even the oooke and truck drivers had been
trained for Just the Joba they were e¢alled upean to 4o in this

gituation.

4. PATLURE OF THE TANK PLATOON TO ATD IN THE DEFENSE
The tank platoon which had been sent forward by the

ragimeatal commander never arrived st the positions held by
Canneon cbﬁpany. In spite of the best efforts of a Qannon
Compsany KGO to lead them up to the positions, the tankers
turned snd retrested vigorously to the southweat when fired
upon by a singla German "pangerfaust". It is believed that
- tankers who train with gﬁ infantry'division are much more
effective and come nearer to helping units of that division

accompligh their mission than tankers who are merely attached
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after both units resoch ooﬁbat. The tankers involved here
were attached and had never been with the 110th Infentry
until the move to LUXEMBOURG.
5. LOCATION OF GUN POSITIONS
The positions of the howitzers of Uannon Compsny wore
looated in resr of the topograrhical oreat of a small hill
'1a suoh a position that artillery connterbattery fire landed
far behind it in the village of MUNCHAUSEN and in the low
ground to the west., ¥Not one round of axtillary out of several
mndred fired at the poaitions aetuall& landed any place nesr
the guns.
é. THE BREAX UP OF THE E;RST’ATT&GK'BY THE USE OF AOWITZER FIEE
The sucosasfﬁl break up of the first sttack from the woods
oagt of MARNACE was due to the proper timing of the howitzer
fires The attacking Germans wera‘allowad to geot & few men out
of the woods when the fire fell. Keariy all of these were
sasualtiss. Then the range was raised in increments of fifty
yards so that succeeding men were caught before they could
¢lear the wooda., In this manner the atitsck was broken up
| before it had a chance to get started,

e Sﬂﬂﬂﬂssggg CROSSING OF fHE CLERY EIVER
The sucoessful erossing of the CLERF RIVER at a point near

German positions was due to full ntilization of the cover
afforded by darkness and. the noise msde by the rushing water
,_ih the river. ZThe water was flowing at a high rate of speed
and made enough noise to prevent the enemy troops from hearing

the activity at the crossing.
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LRSSONS

Le In order to carry out an adequaxe defenae of an ares,

units of the type considered hers aggnlﬂnhsunxﬂliﬂeﬁﬂnihh

mortars and .50 caliber madhina guns.

2, Bvery unit should be provided with all aveilsble
information regarding erganizatiens to both flanka and the rea;,‘

ot At R i
b it =

in order that the unit commander ocan make plans for his tuture
attack, | |

3o A1l units back to and ;noluaing division headgquarters

and be instilled with the idea that ﬁhoy may sometims have to
fight in elose eombat,

4. Supporting tronpa, suoh a8 tenkeors and artillerymen,
shonld be given pro-aombat traxning with the div;giggghggfh

‘whieh it ig intended they will fight, .

5. gun positions for howitzers, as well as mortars and

other indireet fire weapons, should be located well ggmyqqard

the topographical oreqiwpgwggiig_;n.qgggr to avoid enemy

a;tiller S

6, Proper timing is an important factor in the use of

LY

howitser fire for breaking up an ﬁiﬁanbfisfnro 1t con get well

under wayo

7+ Nolaze made by the rushing q@?g: as well as the cover

afforded by derkness must be used to full advantﬁgeﬂ in river
orosgings in euemy oooupied territory,
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