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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D BAPTALION, 5TH INFANTRY
(71ST INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A RIVER CROSSING AND
THE ESTABLISHING OF A BRIDGEHEAD ON THE SOUTH BANK
OF THE DANUBE RIVER ON 26 = 27 APRIL 1945
{ CENTRAL EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN)

{ Personal Experience of a Battalion 8-3)

INTRODUCTION

o Ihig monograph covera the operations of the 3d Battaiion,
5th Infantry, 7lst US Infantry Division in a river crossing and
- the establishing of a bridgehead on the south bank of the |
Danube Rivei in the general vicinity of Regensburg, Germany,
on 26 - 27 April 1945.

- In order to bring the reader abreast with the éitnation,-
1t is necessary to diacﬁsn briefly the action leading up to
this operation. |

On 7 Merch 1945, elements of the Pirst Army had succesded

in crossing the Rhine River. (1) Twenty days later found
seven armlies well established in and driving deep into the
heart of Germany. (2)

~ The operations which had taken place between 23 PFebruary
anéd 22 March had left the enemy too weak to resist much longer. .
The few German armlies left were suffering from lack of re-
Placements and shattered communications, Only small make-
shift units remained of what once was a powerful war machine.(3)
The Russians were driving in from the east and the Allles from
the Westew=The remainder of the German army was being com-
pressed. (3see ﬁap A) (4) This was the setting for the final
phasexihich was to b§~the destruction of the Germen yilitary
/ﬁight and the overrunfg% the German territory. This destruection




-would be accompllished with the continued rapid sctionm on all
fronts. (5)

Although the German Army was highly disorganized, it was
belleved thét his contrél might improve and by so doing enable
him to organize a defense; {(6) Reports had been received by
the Allies that a last ditch type warfare would be attempted
in Southern Bavaria, the Redoubt Area, The north flank of
this Redoubt Area was belleved to be in the vicinity of Regens-
burg.' Theré the @ermans expected to hold out indefinitely
againat the Allles. (7)

By the 15 April 1945, the Third US Army was advancing
deep into Germany. Leading elements were only one mile from
Chemnitz. (See Map A) (8)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

On 15 April 1946, Third Army received a directive to
attack southeast from the city‘ﬁ}hemnitz, with its axis of
advance Regensburg - Linz, thereby, cutting off the enemj
imown to be retreating to the Redoubt Area. (See Map A)

The misalon was to make contact with the Soviet forces which.
wore advancing from vienmna,

The XX Corps was given the task of making the main effort.
The Corps plan was to attack with the 65th Division on the
‘south flank snd the 71lst Division on the north flank, advancing
abraast:'mgggwggﬁﬁ‘nivis on was to be héld in reserve., (9)
A screening foree consisting of the Third Calvary Group, re-
inforced with the 5th Rénger.Battalion and other elements, bad

the mission of ¢é¢eloping any enemy lines in thelr zone north




of the Danube River and of seizing bridges found intact over

the Danube,
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On 22 April 1945, the Third Ccalvary begen its drive to
v+ the Danube, After overcoming enemy resistance, the 24 April
{ gifband them approximately one-half mile from the Danube. Here

/%? . - they were turned back by heavy gun fire from enemy defensive
\;f positions. A reconnaissance was made and the Third Calvary
ki reported'all bridges out in the viecinity of Regensburg. (10}

The 65th and 7lst Divisions encountered negligible re-
' | o 'W“L-"'L
sistance in their advanee.b on the 25 April, the 7lst Division
was southeast of Regenstaur; approximately 12 miles from the
Danube River, (See Map B) (11)
yd General Walton H. Welker, Commanding General of the XX
Corps, ordered the‘crossing to take place at 0200 hours on
26 April. The 65th Division was to cross the river east of

L Regensburg and attack and selize the city of Regensburg from

A
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s 7lst Division. The 71st Division minus one Regimental Combat

the south. They would be assisted by fire from the north
bank of the Danube by one ﬁegimental combat Team from the

’
?;ﬁf Team ﬁould pasas through elements of the Third Calvary Group
% Q\ and eross the river in its zone of action. The 80th Division
b \\was to remain in Corps Reserve. (See Map B) (12)

After crossing the Rhine River on 28 March 1945, the 7lst
Division had driven through 250 miles of Garmanlterritory and
had attacked almost continuously, assaulting and capturing
cities in its path and overcoming small pockets of enemy in

its zone of action. (13) After 1 April, the division had
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X moved at Increasing speed, by-passing small elements of enemy.

The units of the divislon had used organic and other available

transportation in its drive. Howsever, many of the men had

- marched between five and ten miles ﬁer day. Due to the ex~-

tended supply lines and_rapid movement, ocnly types { and K

'rations had been iasued,

REGIMENTAL SITUATION

The division was organized into three'Regimental Combat
Tosms, the Hth, l4th, and 66th, The 5th.Ragimsnta1 Combat
Team, consisting of the S5th Infantry Reglment, the 607th Fleld:
Artillery Battalion, Company B of the 8lst Chemical Mortar
Battalion, and Company A of the 271st Englneer Battalion, had
advanced in 1its zone of sction southeast of Regenstauf by the
afternoon of 25 April. It head been moving by motor and on
foot for the past 48 hours. It was here thatlthey recelved
orders from the 71st Division to mofe as faat as pcssiblé to.
an assembly area north of the Denube River and be prépared to
make a simultaneous crossing with the l4th Regimental Combat
Team at 0200 hours, 26 April. fThey were to cut all highways
leading to Regensburg from the southeast. (See Map B) (14)

The 5th Combat Team Commander, Colonel Sldney C. Wooten,
knewlthat time would not permit him toc make s personal re-
connaissance. He directed the Regimental 8-3 to make arrange-
ments with the Division Artillery to be flown in an artillery
lisison plane over the Danube in the 5th zone of action, and
to locate best possible crbssing sites for two battallons and

road nets sultable for the transportation which would be used.
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§~ the terrain on the northside of the Danube to be heavily wood

X

) Q} ed and very mountainous, rising to approximately 300 feet.
\@:s\ The south#ide wes very flat and opeﬁ. The river was approxl-
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¥ mately 175 yards wide. He also found that there wers two
@f possible routes leading to Frengkofen which seemed to be the
only suitable crossing site, (See Map B) His_reconnsiasancé
also disclosed that a levee about fifteen feet high extended
along the north and south banks of the Danube, This was not
shown on the 1:100,000 maps being used. (15)
With the use of the Combat Team organic. transportation,
i}}plus vehieles which were.made_available to the regiment by
k) the division, the_lét and 34 Battalions were motorized. Due
g; to the very poor road net and mountalnous terrain enaountered;
;y the two battaliona did not arrive at assembly aresas untll 1800
\Q¥ , hours., (See Map C) The attached tranqurtation was sent back
f to move the 2d Battalion which was enroute on foot.
© Just at dusk, the I snd R Platoon was given orders to make
a reconnaissance of route A. The 3& Battalion would send a
- motorized patrol consisting of two one-~guarter ton trucks from
M Company to reconnoiter route B, {(See Map ﬁ) Thfngatrolé
had the mission of gaining Information of enemy and also check-
ing route B to determine whether or not it was sultable for the
two and one-half ton trucks which would transport the assault
boats to the crossing site. At approximately'1950_hours, the
patrol5returned from théir miassion and reported to the Reg-
~imental Commander. He declded that route B would be used.

Although it was not In the best condition, it provided the




Route B wés a small unimproved road which ran along thé
valley for sabout five miles and then turned in the direction
of the river. It was concealed from the souﬂ:/side of the
Danube by a large wooded hill mass which extended from Sulz-
bach to Frengkofen., This route seemed to be an ideal approach
‘to Frengkofen. (See Map C) . (17)

The Regimental Commender 1ssued a fragmentary order for
the crossing. The crossing was to be made in the vicinity of
Frengkofen, the exact site to be selscted by the 34 Battalion
Commander. After the launching site was secured, the 1139th
Engineer Group would construct a treadway bridge. The 607th
'Field Artillery Battallon end Company B of the 8lst Chemical
. Mortar Battallon, attached tb the regiﬁent, were to make a
night ocdupation of positions, Firing would be restrictegubfﬁmf
until after the crossing was made. (18) fThe lat"and 34 o
Battalions would cross simultenecusly 1in assault craft to
be furnished by the 271lst Engineer Battalion. The 34 Battallon
waa to move as soon &8 possible to an assembly ares between
the river and Frengkofen. The lst Battalion was to follow
the 3d Battalion@ jnd move into 1ts assembly area about 400
yards weatf{tThe 2& Battalion was to move into an assembly
area on the high ground in the rear of the lst Battalion and
be prepared to make 1its crossing on order. (See Map D) (19)
Since the crossing was to be made without artillery prep-
aration, all precautions would be taken in moving into the
assembly areas, Only weapon carriers required to transport :

weapons and ammunition would acbompany the battalion to the




forward assembly aress. The remainder of the vehicles would
remain under battalion control in their présent agsembly areas,
If poassible, it would be necessary.to by-pass enemy known to he
north of the river, The entire oPeraﬁion depended on silénce
preserved prior to the crossing. Radlo silence was to be in
effect immediately. Every effort would be made to give the
men all the rest possible prior to the crossing. The Reg-
imental Commander would issue final orders at a forward Cormmand
Poat which would be established ﬁear the crossing site. (20)

BATTALION SITUATION

The 3d Battalion Commander, Lt. Colonel I. B. Robertaon,
oriented his Company Commandera as to the gituation at the
time and gave the order of'mardh. The patrol which had made
the reconnsissance to Frengkofen was to be used as an advance
guard, The march was fd be made in a column of ﬁwos, on elther
side of the road; the order of march was to be as follows:
gompanies K, L, Battalion Heédquarters, M, and I. Companies
were to be closed up In order to keep contact. (21)

The hattalion moved out &t approximately 2000 hours.
Control was difficult due to the extremely dark night. No

enemy was encountered during the march to the assembly areas,.

The battalion closed into the assembly area at 2230 hours.

Company Commanders established securlty around their positions
and reported to Battallon Headquarters. ‘ _

The Battallon Commander gave his general plan of attack in
order_that they could reconnoiter a&s much as posaiblerfor the

launching site. The cfossing was to be made with companiés L

o . - e L




I was to be in reserve, Company M was to attach one platoon
of machine guns each to Companies X and L, the attachment to

- be made immediately. Additional ammunition was to be issued
at once. 8l millimeter mortars were to be placed in position
to suppoft the crossing the following morning. The S«3 was to
accompany the Company (ommanders on a reconnaissance and make
reconmendations as to possible crossing sites. fThe Battelion
Commander was awaiting the arrivﬁl of the Reginantal Conmander.,
(22)

It was found that only one good crossing site was avalilable
in the 1mmediate'area. A levee ran along the north bank of the
river, The terrain between the river and the 1eveeuJ§s low and
marshy and sloped to the river'a edge., This it necessary
to portage the assault boats for about 300 yards. The 3$-3
recom&ended a rnging site at approximately 300 yards up-
stream, (23) '

. At 2400 hours, the Reglmental comﬁander, sccompanied by
the lst and 24 Battalion Commanders, arrived at the 3d Babtalion
Command Post. He ordered a change in our crossing plgn due to
the number of assault craft available,- We were able to secure
only enough for one company to cfoss in each waﬁe. Accompanied
by the Battalion Commenders, he made a reconnaissance of the
erossing site. |

At 2400 hours, the f;nal ordsers were ispued. The 34
Battalidn was to make the first crossing, attack in 1ts zone
of actlon, cut the Regensburg - Straubing Highway, be prepared

to continue the attack, and capture the town of Mintraching.
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lInfantry Regiment on its right. (See Map ¢) The 1lst Battalion
would cross following the 3d Battalion, attack in its zone of
aétion, cut the Regensburg ~ Straublng Highway; and be prepared
to continue the attack. The 2d Battallon would follow the 1lst
Battallon and remain in reserve in the general vicinlty of
Auburg. (See Kap C) An ald station would be located in Freng-
kofen. Wire communications would be established as soon as
.the battalions completed the crossing. (24)

The 3d. Battalion Company Commanders were called to the
Command Post, told of the change in plans, and given the
battalion mission. On the arrival of the assault craft,
gompany K would portage them to the launching site. Each
company would furnish two men per boat to cross with the
company preceding it, in order that the boats could be re-
turned to their company. Company K would eross in the first
| wave, followed by Company L, which in turn would be followed
by Company I. companiqs I and I would move to the launching
g8lte in rear of Company K and be prepared to Support company
K's croasing by fire if necessary. On reaching the fer side,
Company K would move to the right in its zone of action and
remain in position untll Compeny L had cpmpleted its crossing,
providing no enemy fire was received. .(25) All fire would
be held until all companiea had crossed. The battslion would
attack on ordsrs of'the Battallon commander;- Company K ﬁbuld
attack in its zone of saction, captufe Friesheim, and contlnue
the attaek to the battaliion 1ntermedia£e objectiva.. Company

- L would attack In its zone of action, capture Tllkofen, and




continue on order to the battalion intermediate objective.
(See Mep C) The 81 millimeter mortars were to stay in position
and be prepared to fire on call.  After the capture of Jllkofen,
they were to displace by sections serosa the river. The .
Command Post would remsin on the north side of the river,
The Battalion commander, sns,_s-z; and Artillery Lialson 0fficer,
would cross in the second wave and establish an Observation
Post in rear of Company L. (26) |

At 0300 hours, the 271st Engineer Battalion arrived with
the assaﬁlt craft. They reported that due‘to the unmarked
route, they had missed a road junction on route B which caused
thelr delay in arrival. It was found that they did not have
sufficient personnel to unload the boats, Company K was
assigned this task. As the boats were unloaded, they were
rtrﬁnsportad to the croséing site, It seemed that all men
fealized the lmportance of maintaining a silent operation.
The entire movement of the boats was conducted with very little
confusion or noise, At 0350 hours, Company K was in position
at the lsunching site, (27)
O’W THE ATTACK
w@”ﬁi 0400 hours, coﬁpany_K,_cammanded by Captain Horace S.

rry, moved out from the near bank of the river, It was an
ﬁnusually silent move, consliderling that the men hed no trainiﬁg
in handling assault boats. The crossing was executed in a
perfect manner. All boats aéemed to reach the far side of
the river simnltaneously. No opposition was encbuntered. The

company reorganized with little confusion and took position

\
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as planned, The yGn-cammissioned Officers and (fflicera had

maintained excellent control. (See.ﬂap D) (28)
The remainder of the battallon made the crossingihﬂfthe
boats were returned, By 0500 hours, the entire battalion was
- across the rlver, .(366 Map D) Apparently the Germans had been
taken completely by surprise, Unmanned, newly dug foxholes

ware'fqund_along the river front, which Indicated that a rive ?

- i

aasd -t
linertype defense was intended., From prisoners, 1t was later

1earned that they had expected the crosasing two days later. (29)
Daylight was approaching but visibility was poor due to
river fog. The small towm of Illkofen could be seen falntly
in the distance. Messages arrived from the companiea reporting
that they were in position., The Battallon Commander ordered
that the attack begin at once. (30) By this time, several
| enemy were seen getting o&t of foxhéles, apparently still un-
aware of our presence. Suddenly, two of L company's machine
guna opened fire on the left flank, Enemy fire was returned
from foxholes to the front. The position was gquickly overrun
by Company L. (31) Company K alsc could be seen moving 1n
the dlrection of Priesheim, Enemw small arms flre was re-
ceived by Company L from the town of Illkofen. They moved
rapidly to the 1e§ee about 100 yards in front of the town
but enemy small arms fire increased and they were unable to
advance. (See Map D) Hand grenades and small arms fire could
be heard in this vicinity. Captain,b. M. Bule, L Company
commander,_feported that they could not advahce and requested

artillery fire. The Artillery Lialson Officer reported that
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artillery had not as yet registered. Realizing that too much
time would be required to secure artillery fire, the Battalion
Commander instructed Captaln Buie to use Bi millimeter mortars._.
Within a matter of minutes, the 81 millimeter mortars were
Placing effective fire on the enemy positions which were located
on the near side of the town, spproximately 50 yaﬁds in front
of Company L. High explosive'ammpnition wﬁs used initislly,
then the fire shifted to the center of town and white phosg-
rhorus waes fired, setting several buildings afire. When the
mor tar fire‘was shifted; Company I assaulted the town. ¢Civ-
1lians waving white flags began to stream out of the town |
going toward.the river, By 0530 hours, the capture of Illkofen
was complete. Company L reported approximately ten enemy
casualties and 25 enemy prisoners taken, (32) |
The Officers and Non-eommissioned officers were having
& aifficult time keepling the attack moving due to the state
of exhaustiongg?w¥he men, It was noted that when movement
atopped, some men would fall asleep even though under fire,
Heavy mortar fire could be heard in the vieinlty of the
1st Battallon., A report came from regiment stating that the
1st Battalion had been caught in the open by mortar fire and
had received approximately 40 casualties. The 24 Battalion
was to pass through the lst Battalion and continue the attack.
(33)
The Battallion Observation Post was located in a shell
hole about 500 yerds southwest of the crossing site. The

3d Battalion Commander, 3-3, and the Artillery Liaison 0fficer




from the rear when a member of the Battalion Command Group
exposed himselr. Company I was ordered to clear the rliver
bank of enemy. Later they\réported that two enemy snipers
had been killed and one captured. These snipers had been
by-passed by Company K. (See Map D) (34) |
Company K reported that i1t had been held up about 300
Yards from Friesheim by an enemy machine gun located there,
The Burgomaster had been contacted on the edge of town and
was instructed to return to tell the aneﬁw to surrender or be
shelled, He failed to return, Artillery fire was requesﬁ(d
and a battalion concentration was fired on Frieshelm at 0930
hours, On:completion’of this, company.K assaulted the town.
At 1000 hours, Company K reported the capture of Friesheim
and approximataly 75 prisoners taken, (See Map D) (35H)
Company K organized a patrol to ccﬁtact the l4th Infantry
on the right. The patrol was compelled to move acrosé open
terrain. During their return, they were fired on'continuously
by friendly artillery. fThe 3d Battalion Field Artillery Liaison
0fficer attempted to locate the unit which was firing but
was unable to do so. Fortunat:i“ﬁ no casualties resulted. (36)
The Observation Post’ gﬁgtestablished in Prengkofen. All
companies had reported that contact could not be maintalned
with SCR536. All SCR300 radios in the battalion command net
were weak. Radlo contect was lost with Company L. A wire team
was sent out at once to establish wlire communlcation. It was
not established until Company L had reached the Regensburg -

Straubing Highway. (37)




Artillery fire was now falling on the crosslng slte where
the engineers were attempting to construct the brldge. In spite
of the fire, they were able to aésemble a pontoon raft }erry.
With this, they ferried emmunition and some of the wgfimental
communication and command vehicles. i abandoned because
of the contlnued artillery fire and 1ong range 20 millimeter
anti-aircraft fire which was directed on the launching site
from the high ground to the southeast. Our artillery fired on
theae poeitiona bhut falled to neutrﬁlize the anti-aircraft
fire, (38) |

A messenger from ccmpany L reported that approximately
100 prisoners had surrendered. They had prepared positions
in the woods in L company's sector but had offered nc resist-
ance., (See Map D) ‘13537

By this time, COmpanies L-and K were sending large groups
of prisoners to the rear. They could not be evacuated across
the river; therefore, it was necessary for them to be held at
Illkofen. (40)

‘At 1500 hours, Companies L and K reported that they had
arrived on the Regensburg - Straubing Highway and were pfepared
to continue the attack, {See Map E) They reported that they
had approximately EOO prisoners, The Battalion Cormeander
instructed them to remain in position untll the 2d Battalion
reached the highway and contact was established, This contact
was established at 1630 hours on the Regensburg - Straubing
Highway.

At 1645 hours, the 3d Battalion continued the attack in

thair »one of aetion with the town of Mintrsching as their




finel objective. Contact waé lost with the 14th Infantry on
its righﬁ., ﬁa lgter learned that they had recelved orders to
remain on tthRegensburg‘- Straubing Highway. (41)

At 1730 hours, companies K and L had arrived at a group
of farm houses approximately 800 yards from Mintraching and
had received machine gun and small arms flre from.the near

side of town. (See Map E) (42) fThe Battalion Commander

‘moved forward and made an estimate of the situation., Darkness

was approaching and due to the exhaustion of the men, he re-
quested the Regiﬁbntal Commander to allow the 3d Battalion to
go into position there for the night. Hislrequsst was app-
roved, (43) | |

_ Tharﬁegimental Cormander 1nstructed'the-3d Battalion to
attack and capture Hintrdchiné the following morning. He
stated that Regensburg had surrendered and that the 66th Inf-
antry was moving through the 1st and 24 Battaliona to establish
a position south of the Regensburg - Straubing Hlghway. The‘
morning foilowing the 3d Battalioﬁ's capture of Mintraching,
the 66th Infantry would pass through Mintraching and contlnue
the attack. (44) | '

The bridge site Had been changed to about 2000 yards east
of the launching site. A message had been received that 1t
would be comple_ted by 2400 hours and that the 34 Battalion
vehicles would be given priority in crpssing.-

The Battalion (Commander instructed the Company Commanders
to go into a perimeter-if'defense for the night. Only two

aquads per company would be in actual positions. The remainder




of the companies would be-given all the rest possible., The
Battalion Commander, reallzing ihat no tank protectlion other
than 2.36 rocket launchers Weks available for anti-tank defense,
ordered that they be placed along the roads leasding to our
position, (45) _

Part of the Battalion Command Post was still at Frengkofen
with the Battalibn Executive (Officer, S—l; and S-4 operating
there until the vehicles could be crossed. Four ons-quarter
ton trucks and trailers had been crossed by férry to supply
ammunition and rations to the battalion; however, no anti-tank
vehicles had been crossed. (46)

The Battalion Commender had made his plans to attack the
town of Mintraching the'following morning. .He ordered the
attack to begin at 0600 hours with Company K on the right,
Company L on the left, and Company I in reserve, One machine
gun platoon'would'remainﬁin reserve in the vicinity of the
farm houses. The 8l milllmeter mortars would remain in position
and be prepared to suppoft the attack. The 607th Fleld Art-
illery Battalion would-fira a-five minute preparation on the
objectivg sterting at 0555 hours, After the capture of Min-
traching, the battalion would remaln in this position whille
2d Battaliqn_of the 66th Infantry passed through to continue
the attack., (47)

At approximately 2200 hours, radio contact with regiment
was found to be out. The artillery liaison rﬁdio'waa alao out,
Wire communication had not been esteblished but the Battalion

Communications Officer had & wirehead established within one



mile of the battalion and had an SCR300 radio at this point.
- It was necessary to relay messages to the Battalion Resar
Commend Post, and then to regiment. An effort was being msade
_to secure more wire to extend the line to the forward Command
Post. (48) | |

At 2330 hours, Company K reported that an outpost could
hear tanks to the front. The same repoft came from Company L.
In a short time, the enemy tanks could berheard very distinctly
to the front. (See Map E) The entire battalion was alerted
and all companles took previOusly designated positibns. There
was much confusion in the farm builldings., The Battalion
Commander instructed the Artillery Liaison Officer to call for
artillery fire. It was necessary to use the complicated
coﬁmunicatioﬁs that existed: the SCR300 radic to the wirehead
and relayed over the infantry battalion'and regimsntai wire
net to the artillery battalion. (49} |

The tenks fired into the farm buildings with 75 millimeter
and machine gunﬁ. Within a short time, the artillery was
adjusted. A battallon concentration fell on the target. One
‘tank was set afire and two other tanks withdrew. No further
opposition was encountered for the duration of the night, (3ee
Map E) (50).

At 0100 hours, the organic vehlcles arrived. ;Ax 0600
hours, the attack was launched and the town of'Hintraching
was captured without opposition. The enemy had wiﬁhdrawn
~ under cover of darkness. The 66th Infantry passed throagh _
the 3d Battalion and continued the attack to the southeast.




The 3d Battalion moved to the regimentel assembly area, (51)
This concluded the hasty river-crossing and the establish-
ing of the bridgehead seven miles south of the Danube., The 3d
Battalion had eaptﬁred approximatelj 500 priscners and there
had been twenty enemy casualties, while 3d Battalion had
suffered pnly six,
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

_ This hasty erossing of the Danube River by the 3d Battallon,
was typical of its operationé in the pursuilt of the German
Army., Many tactical principles lost thelr importance as speed
and surprise proved more valuable, The 1nitia; river orossing
was made 1n the proper menner. However, the continued attack
to se¢ure the bridgehead and the accomplishment of the Battalion
mission slowed and falled to gain the high ground necessary to
deprive the enemy of observation over the crossing and brildge
site, This was due primarily to the exhausted state o: the
men of the battalion. {?MMJTH““”bﬁid) !

only little informﬁtion of & general nature was known

of the enemy situation prior to the crossing of the river.

‘Had the enemy manned the prepared positions and had security

elements alert, no doubt great difficulty would have been en-
countered and the crossing might have failed initially. ‘A

 ground reconnaissance would have disclosed these positionms.

Valuable time was lost due to the fact that the routes
to the ecrossing site had not been marked or guldes furnished

to the engineer battalion which supplied the assault boata

for the erossing. The enginegis_were insfructed'where the
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. if the proper coordination had taken place at thé time  the
Vorder was issued, The delay in arrival and the inadequate
number of assault boats caused unnecessary confusion to the
units involved. Riflemen had to be assigned ﬁhe task of re-
turning the assault boats., This was caused by the failiure of
engineers to furnish the proper personnel for the missidn.
Radio wss relled on almost entirely during the entlire
operation, ,wire wag eatablished across the river by the re-
giment but as the attack progressed, wire communicatlon did
not provide aorely needed communication. The battallon
communications platoon expendéd its wire and no provision was

made for resupply. This wire should have been made avallable

“on the south side of the Danube as earli as possible after
the cfosaing. | '
In the operation instruetions, proper coordination should
have been made for the patrol that was sent from the 3d Battalion,
R 5th Infantry, to thé 14th Inféntry Regiment to establlsh cone-
‘?\ tact., Artillery forward observéra.ahould not have been over-
ﬁf. looked in the diséemination of this information. |
Alternate plans were not made prio} to the river crossing
for. the crossing of the anti-tank weapons. The absence of anti-
*, tank protection ecould have ended in a terrifle lossa, had the
® enemy counterattacked with the avallable armor.
The attack slowed after the captures of Illkofen and
Friesheim, allowing the enemy to organize and have advantage
of observation over the brldge site. They were able to Pplace

effective artillery fire In that #1cin1ty, preventing the
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%&} would have been prevented and the direct fire weapons wduld
have been silenced.
LESSONS

le In the_puqsuit, speed is essential to prevent t?

enemy from gaining enough tima to organizq/h defensive

{ﬁf 2+ When possible, dayl;gpt reconnalssance of crossing

sites should be made. Eight reconnaissance are not adequate.
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:QV(- 3, If unfamiliar routes are to be used at at night, they

should be well marked and guides should be furnisheq.
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4, When assault boats are used 1n.a rivar crossing,

}\thoy should be manned by a minimum of two trained engineers
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%\ 5., The communieations plan should be flexiblqp Radio

should not be relied on entiraly.
o
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Ashould be pushed aggressively until 1t reaches units for

6. Once a wirehead is established across a river, it

“\F‘which it iz intended. &mple wire should be made available
initially to reach the final objective.

7« It 1s imperative that subordinate units be notified

&‘ of plans madé by higher units for contact patrols between -

Q plemsnts'iqa?hﬁ front linea,

8, Onece a r;vgy erossing is madse, the gttack shoqidMBQ

B e

pushed with all speed to secure high ground/and possible

eneny_observation over the crossing or bridge site.

9. Every effort should be mads for the early crossing
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of antl-tank weapons.,

10. The value of the principle of surprise camnot be



