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Armor Basic Officer Leaders Course
Welcome Aboard Guide
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Congratulations on your selection as a tank officer and welcome to the armor community. Our community is small and your reputation as a tank officer begins at the Armor Officer Basic Leaders Course (ABOLC). The following guide will aid you during your check-in process. 

As a Marine Officer you are expected to take charge of your own affairs. Unlike The Basic School, The Marine Detachment, Fort Benning is small and the ABOLC section is even smaller. There is not an elaborately detailed schedule that governs your day-to-day life or a student handler to take you from one place to another. Keep your personal affairs in order, report for duty on time, and seek out solutions before asking for help. 

Captain Brower or Capt Smith will be your officer-in-charge and tactics officer (Tac-O). Gunnery Sergeant Gindlesperger or SSgt Miller will be your staff non-commissioned officer-in-charge and primary instructor. Call Capt Brower at 410-919-3409 or Capt Smith at 610-739-5200 prior to your check-in so they can update you with any changes to the check-in process and so they have your number on hand. 

Prior to Checking-in complete the professional bio below and send a copy to your Tac-O for review.  Bring 3 printed copies of the bio for you check-in to the Marine Detachment.


Living Conditions 
Students at ABOLC have many options when deciding on a place to live during the period of instruction. Students who choose to live on base will live in Olson Hall or Abrams Hall on the main part of the base. The consensus is that the building is outdated and the living conditions are not desirable, but provides the student with easy access to all places on the main part of base (theater, bowling alley, commissary, etc.). Olson Hall/ Abrams Hall are not close to where the student will spend their time while in class and will require about a 20 minute drive back and forth. It is generally not recommended to live in either. If you are not living here and you are TAD you should obtain a letter of non-availability from Olson Hall for TAD purposes. 

Students who choose to live off base can find many extended stay hotels and apartments in the area along I-185. There are several hotels located at exits 7 (Manchester Expressway) and 10 (Whittlesey Blvd) that will meet students’ needs. These living arrangements are generally nicer than Olson Hall, but require a slightly further commute. Most mornings, traffic is not an issue though and from exit 10 the commute can be completed in about 20-30 minutes. The area between exits 7 and 10 also have a large number of shopping options including many dining establishments, grocery shopping options (Sams Club, Publix, etc), movie theaters, general shopping needs (Staples, Wal-Mart Super Center, etc.). 

Living off base is recommended to new students and it is typically what all Marine students do. 
Some hotels, including the Hilton Homewood Suites on Whittlesey Blvd, offer dinner as well as breakfast Monday through Thursday. This may be an attractive option for single Marines as this prevents you from having to figure out dinner on your own and it saves money.  Ask for the King Suite and let them know you are staying for four months and you get the room at the per diem rate.  http://www.hilton.com/search/hw/us/ga/columbus?WT.srch=1

Although the Marine Corps will not move your personal goods here it is still a personal option to have your family here while you attend ABOLC. You can utilize your per diem to acquire a short-term lease. Great places for this option are the Greystone Apartments. There are many Greystone properties around Columbus. Capt Brower is at Greystone at Main Street and students with or without families stayed in those apartments before. Greystone offers apartments for $850-$1000. Greystone Summit offer fully furnished corporate apartments and all utilities including cable are included in the rent. The monthly rent is around $2300, but that is still less expensive than the hotel option and is still covered by per diem. These locations are gated communities (but never leave valuables in your car in Columbus) and offer many family friendly amenities including a pool & hot tub, gym and playground. If you decide to get an apartment let your Tac-O know because most of the complexes around Columbus already have a Marine living there and you can split the referral bonus with them or get money off your first month’s rent. All the apartment locations allow you to sign a short lease or break the lease when you receive orders to move on to your next duty station.

Checking-in
You will need to arrive at least the evening prior to your report date. On the morning of your report date, head over to the Marine Detachment around 0730 in your Service Alphas. Once there you will check-in with the S-1 (they are to the left when you walk in) and they will give you a check-in sheet which takes you around the detachment to meet everyone. Be sure to bring seasonal utilities with you to the Marine Detachment so you can change once you are done to go meet up with the Army lieutenants. If the Detachment is not open you may have to go check-in with the Army first and then go check-in at the Detachment. Detachment S1: 706-262-5030

 Besides your initial check-in, if you have admin issues while at ABOLC log into MOL and submit an EPAR to Sgt Rdesir and Sgt Bennamon (CC your Tac-O and Maj Martin).   If no response comes from the EPAR, then call or visit S-1.

Maintain possession of your medical and dental records and do not turn them in at the clinic. You have to check-in with them but it is highly recommended that you maintain your records.

What to bring 
Bring all your field gear from TBS: map/orders production gear, GPS, binoculars, waterproof paper, ear/eye protection etc. Bring all your uniforms and sword (including dress blues and all service uniforms). Unless you are at the ramp or in the field we will wear the appropriate service uniform on Fridays. If you have CIF or IFF gear from your unit then bring it. GySgt Gindlesperger/SSgt Miller will coordinate a gear issue with the USMC supply here for anyone missing gear, but their supply is limited so it is best to bring what you have. Some gear may also have to be drawn from the Army supply system such as flak and SAPI plates for live-fire events or gas mask, but otherwise you do not need to draw the Army’s equipment and just coordinate as a class to wear the appropriate Marine equipment. Uniformity among the Marines is the goal, but not uniformity with the Army. \


Expectations 
A good rule of thumb is to remember that the Army lieutenants have not had the same experiences that you have had and will not be as far along in their development as military officers. Just try to help them out as best you can and learn from them where you can.  Your Tac-O will meet you during the check-in day to discuss course expectations. 
 Ensure you have a TD or TR FitRep that covers you in your movement to ABOLC.  Your Tac-O will write a FD or TR FitRep at the end of the POI that will cover your time here. 

Your class will conduct regular PT with the Army. The location and time will be organized by the Army student leadership and you will have to coordinate among the Marines in your class for the appropriate uniform. 

On training days spent away from the Army you may use the detachment gym on the first floor of the ATC building or any number of the gyms around Fort Benning. The Marines training at ATC use that gym and are your future tank crewmen. They will recognize you as officers at once so set the correct example. Do not use the detachment shower facilities if you can help it as those are primarily for the detachment staff. 

If you want to travel out of the Columbus area on a weekend or during extended liberty periods notify Tac-O and he will advise you on creating a special liberty request if necessary.  Do not go into downtown Columbus in any uniform by yourself. It would only be appropriate to go downtown in dress blues with your peers after your class dining-in (temporarily suspended) or the Marine Birthday Ball.  Downtown Columbus does not have an impressive night life, but there are several bars and restaurants. Thursday nights at The Loft have good comedians. Scruffy Murphy’s is a popular bar with the students. Auburn, Alabama is the closest good college town. 

Readings 
Your Tac-O will make various reading assignments available during the course. The following links are a good source for technical manuals and official publications. 

The following links are a good source for technical manuals and official publications. http://usacac.army.mil/cac2/Doctrine.asp 
https://www.doctrine.usmc.mil/currentPubsListing.asp 
https://portal.logcom.usmc.mil/sites/pubs 
http://www.apd.army.mil/
The first three require a CAC reader. If you don't have one you could buy one online (they're cheap). A CAC reader will also allow you to access your .mil email accounts from your personal computer using this link: https://webmail.us.usmc.mil/exchange/  You will need to select your email certificate from the pop-up window and enter your pin. It usually only works on internet explorer and if you mess it up you will have to clear your SSL state to try again. This link will help explain: http://www.quantico.usmc.mil/activities/display.aspx?PID=3013&Section=RSU
It is beneficial to be able to check email, access MMSB, and digitally sign documents from home. You might even be able to use a jailbroken iphone with unlimited data or if you have the right wireless hardware on your notebook and you could access these resources and iAps, MMSB, MOL, mail from the tank ramp or wherever you have service. The third link requires a sharepoint request, but gives you access to virtually all the Marines Corps’ technical pubs if you need to see how to operate a particular piece of equipment or account for all SL-3 associated with a .50 cal.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Below is a basic map of the area you will spend the majority of your time at while at school.
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