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Retirement Services Office

Dear Alumni:

You and your family are cordially invited to the 2003 Retiree Appreciation Day which will
be held Friday, November 7, 2003. You are a valuable asset to our total Army to whom we owe
gratitude for long and faithful service. As a small token of our appreciation for your continued
interest and support, we have designed a program with you in mind.

The activities will include breakfast with the soldiers from the Infantry Training Brigade, a
tour of Leonard Barracks, attendance at the Graduation Ceremony of C Company, 2™ Battalion,
54™ Infantry, Infantry Training Brigade, a buffet luncheon, followed by a speaker program at the
Officers’ Club and a county/health fair with booths from various agencies that are interested in
supporting you, the retiree.

Your attendance at this year’s military Retiree Appreciation Day will make this event a true
success and ensure continuance for the future. The agenda is in this newsletter along with a
registration form. You are a very important and vital part of the Army family, and we value your
continued support of the active force. Please join me and bring your family and friends of all
services!




HQ, U.S. ARMY INFANTRY CENTER, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA  31905
 Issue No. 1                                             Expires October 2004                                                     October 2003
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Retiree Appreciation Day (RAD)

Activities
November 7, 2003

You and your family

are cordially Invited

Look inside for details

    Inside This Issue:        
Greetings from Commanding General 

Greetings from your RSO

Tentative RAD Schedule 

Mypay ( Formerly E/MSS)
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Combat-Related Special Compensation

National Personnel Records Center

(DD Form 214)

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Update

Legal Services

Martin Army Community Hospital Update

RAD Registration Form
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It is a pleasure to invite you to our, or should I say your Retiree Activity Day, here at Fort Benning.  Many things have taken place during the past few months.  First I would like to start off by welcoming all Retirees to another Retirement Appreciation Day.  I am the new Retirement Services Officer (RSO) and I would like to state that I have been in the position since March 2003.  I have recently attended the RSO/TC Workshop in Arlington, Virginia.  This was the first Workshop to be held since the 9-11 attack.  It is a pleasure to serve as the Retirement Services Officer for Ft Benning, Georgia.  I am the spouse of a Retiree and that gives me an incentive to stay abreast of all the changes/additions to military retirement benefits and to keep you informed.  
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    As in the past, I encourage you to make use of the Internet to stay on top of all the changes to your benefits, most of which are to your advantage, i.e., concurrent receipt, Combat Related Special Compensation, Tricare for Life, etc.  In the meanwhile, I am here to serve you.  

    May God richly bless each of you.

                                             Verna Clemons

    Following is the information for this year’s Retiree Appreciation Day events.  Please ensure that you pre-register for the activities to allow us to include you in our plans.  
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7 November 2003
Friday

06:30 a.m.-07:00 a.m.

07:00 a.m.-07:10 a.m.

07:10 a.m.-07:30 a.m.

07:30 a.m.-09:30 a.m.

09:30 a.m.-09:40 a.m.

09:40 a.m.-09:45 a.m.

10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.-11:15 a.m.

11:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m.-13:30 p.m.

13:30 p.m.-15:30 p.m.
Breakfast Registration-Officer’s Club

Load bus

Enroute to Dining Facility

Breakfast

Load bus

Enroute to Kanell Field

Graduation Ceremony, C Co 2/54th INF ITB

Load Bus

Enroute to Officers’ Club

Pre-Registration Verification

Lunch

Speaker Program

County/Benefit/Health Fair

 

6:30 a.m. – 7:00 a.m. 
[image: image14.png]From VYVour 280



Register and pay at the Officers’ Club for breakfast with the soldiers at the Infantry Training Brigade Dining Facility.  You must pre-register to be able to participate.  The cost at the time of printing this newsletter is $1.60 but is subject to change on October 1, 2003.
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7:00 a.m. – 7:10 a.m.

Loading of buses at Officers’ Club for transport to Dining Facility.  

7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Eat breakfast with the soldiers and learn what these young men think of today’s Army.

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Observe a Graduation Ceremony at the Infantry Training Brigade.

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Verification of pre-registration for lunch.  It is important that you pre-register to have lunch with us.  The cutoff date for pre-registering is October 24, 2003.  

11:30 noon – 12:30 p.m.

Lunch at the Officers’ Club Regimental Room.  Buffet Choice selection is listed on the Registration Form.  Please make sure you mark your choice.

12:30 p.m. – 13:30 p.m.

This year’s speaker will be 

Sergeant Major of the Army 

Robert E. Hall, U.S. Army 

Retired, Co-Chairman of the Chief 

of Staff, Army, Retiree Council.  He 

will give you an update on all the 

changes to your retirement 

benefits.

13:30 p.m. – 15:30 p.m.

County/Benefit/Health Fair at the Officers’ Club.

POTENTIAL LODGING GUESTS:

For your convenience, 50 guest rooms have been reserved at Fort Benning Lodging, Olson Hall, Building 399, on a space available, first come basis.  Reservations must be made not later than November 1, 2003.  The room rate is currently $35.00 per night.  Telephone:  1-800-GOARMY1 or 706-689-0067 

UCHEE CREEK RV/CAMP SITE -

Call 706-545-4053 for reservation.  Complete Hookup for Staff Sergeant and above is currently $16.00 per day.
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MyPay is an innovative, automated system that puts you in control of processing certain discretionary pay data items without using paper forms. MyPay saves time - MyPay eliminates the need to write letters or fill out forms by letting you make your own changes immediately with user-friendly technology. MyPay is convenient. You can access myPay nearly 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to change or review your current information. MyPay is reliable - myPay has the same procedural checks for accuracy as used in paper forms. In order to use myPay, you need your Social Security Number (SSN) and myPay Personal Identification Number (PIN). 

If you need a PIN: You should FAX or mail a request for PIN with the following information to DFAS:  

· Name 

· SSN 

· Copy of your government photo ID (If you do not have a government photo ID, you can send a copy of your driver's license or other photo ID.) 

· Daytime phone number 

· Signature

Fax: 216-522-5800 or 

Send this information to:
DFAS-Cleveland/PMCAA 
Attention:  MyPay 
1240 East 9th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44199 

Combat-Related Special Compensation

The Combat-Related Special Compensation DD Form 2860 application is at http://web1.whs.osd.mil/icdhome/DD2500-.htm (scroll to the bottom of the web page). There are three application formats available - PerForm Pro, Form Flo 2.0, and Fillable Adobe PDF. 

Direct links to the three application formats are also available on the Army Retiree Information page. 

You can use the form to apply for compensation even though the form is marked test. Before you fill out the form, read all instructions and the DoD guidance below. Remember that to qualify for CRSC, you must meet both the service requirement and one of the two qualifying conditions. 

If you have any questions after reading this guidance, call the Army's CRSC phone line: toll-free number: 1-866-281-3254 or the commercial number: 703-325-5163 (especially if you're calling from overseas). 

The Department of Defense has supplied the following guidance: 

Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) for Certain Combat-Disabled Uniformed Services Retirees 

The Department of Defense, working together with the Department of Veteran Affairs, announces the start of a new compensation program for many disabled military retirees, Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC). The new special compensation became effective May 31, 2003, for qualified combat-related disabled retirees. Payments for qualified retirees will accrue beginning June 1, 2003, with first payments possible on July 1st. 

Eligible Members are those retirees who have 20 years of service for retired pay computation and who either have at least a 10% disability based on combat injuries for which they have been awarded the Purple Heart or who are rated at least 60 percent disabled because of armed conflict, hazardous duty, training exercises, or mishaps involving military equipment. 

The payments are considered to be tax exempt pending a review by the Armed Forces Tax Council. 

Members must apply to their own branch of service using DD form 2860, Application for Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC). 

Retirees will be informed of denied applications and the reason for denial. They may reapply later if they are able to show they meet the program criteria or appeal the decision if they believe their disabilities were combat-related, but were denied compensation by their Service. 

NPRC Online Records Request

The National Personnel Records Center is 

working to make it easier for veterans with computers and Internet access to obtain copies of documents from their military files.  Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former military members may now use a new online military personnel records system to request documents. Other individuals with a need for documents must still complete the Standard Form 180 that can be downloaded from the web site “www.archives.gov/facilities/mo/st_louis/military
personnel_records/standard_form_180.html”.  The new web-based application was designed to provide better service on these requests by eliminating the records center’s mailroom processing time. Also, because the requester will be asked to supply all information essential for NPRC to process the request, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask veterans for additional information will be minimized. 

Veterans and next of kin can access this application at http://vetrecs.archives.gov . [Source: MOAA Benefits Information Update - 

July 03]

BINGO

The Sand Hill NCO Club offers BINGO 7 days a week!  The Club is located in building 3270  in the Sand Hill area of Fort Benning.  Come relax and enjoy the game.  Call 687-0843 for more information
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Located near the Chattahoochee River on the southwestern side of Fort Benning is Uchee Creek Campground and Marina.  You can fish along the riverbank, rent a boat and cruise down the creek, swim in the pool, play basketball and volley ball, or just relax and enjoy the wilderness.  There are 42 log cabins available for rent as well as 85 camping sites.  A country store is available for your convenience and offers camping supplies, fishing and hunting supplies, snack food, and convenience items.

From company parties to family reunions, Uchee Creek provides two facilities for your gathering, meeting, or large potluck group.  The Lodge features a kitchen equipped with a stove, refrigerator, and ice machine and can accommodate up to 150 people.  For smaller gatherings, Camper’s Cove provides room for up to 75 people and is available to all campers.

For those who have not visited in a while, you should see Uchee Creek now.  You will be amazed at the changes that have taken place in the last couple of years.  In addition to all the wonderful activities Uchee has to offer, the Campground has also added new chalets that can sleep up to 10 people.  The chalets offer visitors all the comforts of home and are a wonderful place to relax and enjoy the serene life down near the Chattahoochee River.  Come down to Uchee Creek and experience the quiet life.  

For reservations call:  (706) 545-4053 or (706) 545-7238.
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Fort Benning’s best-kept secret is located 220 miles south on a 15.5-acre bay side beach site.  The Destin Recreation Area is positioned near excellent restaurants, entertainment sites and white beaches only the Gulf Coast could offer. In addition to the cabins for rent, the 54-room hotel, and 46 full service RV campsites, Destin has recently added a brand new 16-room efficiency hotel.  All the rooms in the new hotel have 2 double beds and are complete with kitchenette and utensils.  Come in for a night, a weekend, or stay a full week!
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Guests may bring their own boat or choose to Cruise through the harbor with the Captain and his First Mate aboard the Follow Me, a 48’ deep-sea charter boat available.  Charter the boat and go fishing, snorkeling, scuba diving, or on a relaxing harbor cruise.  Any way you choose to enjoy the Follow Me, you are sure to get an eye full of marine life, including porpoise, turtles, pelicans, jellyfish and much more!  Rental boats and jet skis are also available.  

For Reservations call: 1-800-642-0466 or visit the Fort Benning Outdoor Recreation Office, Building 1707, telephone (706) 545-5600.

Omega World Travel
Omega is a full-service travel agency ready to take care of all your leisure services (air, rental car, rail, bus, cruise, and hotel).  Also available are attraction tickets to various amusement parks such as Disney World and Universal Studios.  Omega world Travel is located in Building 9230, in the Main Mall across from the PX and next to the Pharmacy.  Stop by soon and let Omega take care of all your leisure travel plans for you.  You may also contact Omega by phone.  Call (706) 685-1151 or 1-866-726-5805 toll free.

The Fort Benning Officer’s Club

The Fort Benning Officer’s Club (FBOC) is located in Building 128 and offers a variety of activities.  Membership is open to all active, retired, National Guard, or reserve forces officers, as well as, DoD civilians grades GS-7/NF-3 and higher.  Membership entitles you to use of all the facilities including the swimming pool, the family fitness center, and even offers you special golf privileges at the Fort Benning Golf Course.  Many events, such as Mother’s Day and Father’s Day brunches, take place there as well and you do not have to be a member to attend. Also, be sure to keep the Officer’s Club in mind when planning your next event.  The club offers catering as well as banquet room rental allowing you to host your event in style!  

The Rally Point, the once exclusive restaurant located inside the Officer’s Club, is open to the public.  This wonderful new dining room features a full service bar, 2 private dining rooms as well as a coffee service including espresso drinks.  Sit back and relax while you watch TV on the 10-foot TV screen, a 52-inch screen or any of the 8 other smaller TVs with your own table speaker box.  The menu features tasty appetizers, great sandwiches and complete dinners.  The Rally Point provides members with a friendly atmosphere in which to relax with family and friends.  The Rally Point is closed on Mondays and Sundays when brunches are held, but is open Tuesday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  To reach the Rally Point, call 682-0640.

The Fort Benning Golf Club

The best golf course in the Columbus area is located on Fort Benning Main Post and is now open to the public.  That’s right, everyone is welcome at the Fort Benning Golf Club!  The Fort Benning Golf Club offers a complete golf experience for everyone from the seasoned professional to the golfing novice.  The Follow Me Golf Course prides itself on a long-standing tradition of beautiful greens, courteous and helpful staff, and professionally run tournaments.  The Club offers two 18-hole courses; recently renovated to include TifEagle greens, two putting greens, and a driving range.  

A fully stocked pro shop featuring equipment for everyone from beginner to the advanced player is also available.  From clubs to bags, shoes and apparel, the Pro Shop offers top of the line brands at competitive prices.  Our pro shop also offers club rental of pro line sets including such brands as Callaway, Taylor Made and Ping.  Before you purchase your next set of clubs be sure to let our experts create a custom fit to ensure comfort and performance.  Stocking over $60,000 in golf equipment, count on our shop to keep your game in top form.  

Spend a day at the Fort Benning Golf Club and see what you have been missing.  The Club welcomes both beginners and experienced players alike to enjoy this challenging facility and if you are having trouble with your swing, or want to learn the game of golf, be sure to schedule a private or group lesson with PGA professional Kurt Sokolowski. Call 687-1940 for more information and make Fort Benning one of your next golfing destinations.

Bowling Facilities Rock on Fort Benning
Galactic Rock n' Bowl is an out-of-this-world experience that uses a combination of iridescent paints, lights, and music to add an exciting new twist to conventional bowling. Specially painted cosmic scenes that intensify under black light have transformed the Mall Bowling Center and in February 2003 renovations were completed on Main Post Bowling Center making it a kaleidoscope of color with airbrushed "City Lights" theme!  If you have yet to see the renovations, you are not going to believe your eyes!  The lane markers, the balls, and even the pins glow in this space age environment!  A variety of music from top-40’s to oldies is played during each session. Galactic Bowling is a hit with patrons of all ages.

Come rock n’ bowl with us at the Main Post Bowling Center, Building 2785 or Mall Bowling Center, Building 9232. Each offers 24 lanes with the latest electronic equipment and auto scorers. Additionally, these centers have video games, a snack bar, and a lounge at each location. Choose from 14 different leagues, and take advantage of special discount pricing of $1.10 per game on open bowling.  For more information call the Main Post Bowling Center at 545-4272 or the Mall Bowling Center at 544-2233.

National Infantry Museum and Gift Shop

The National Infantry Museum’s, established at the home of the U.S. Infantry in 1959, mission is to honor the Infantryman.  It has more than two centuries of proud service to the nation.  The climate-controlled building is wheelchair accessible and an elevator serves all floors of the museum.  Each year over 100,000 visitors proudly trace the footsteps of Infantrymen from the 1607 wilderness of Virginia, 1991 sands of the Persian Gulf, the French Charleville flintlock musket, atomic Davy Crocket, the victory at Yorktown to events in Vietnam.  You will see an ever-changing kaleidoscope of edged weapons, uniforms, footwear, mess equipment, fine oil paintings, firearms, and vehicles.  The museum shows our weapons and also the weapons of the enemies.  Other features include:  A daily showing of a variety of films on a 100 seat auditorium, a gallery of military art, a gift shop and a gallery about the Civil War.  The museum is open to the public with free admission.  The museum is closed holidays.  The National Infantry Museum is located in Building 396 on Main Post.  The telephone number for the Museum is 545-6762.
Commemorate your visit to the National Infantry Museum with a souvenir from The National Infantry Museum Gift Shop.  It is located in Building 396 inside the museum and is open Monday through Friday 10a.m. to 4:30p.m.  The telephone number is 687-3297.  You can also access the gift shop anytime from anywhere by logging on to www.benningmwr.com.
Sayers Memorial Library

Sayers Memorial Library is a modern library with computer access to books and on-line Internet databases.  The library offers 50,000 computer-indexed items for loan:  books, music CD’s, audiocassettes and videotapes.  Library cards are issued in the name of the sponsor, military or civilian patron.  Volunteers are always welcome at the Library.  For more information call 545-7141.  The hours of operation are Monday through Thursday 11a.m. to 7:50 p.m.  Holidays from noon to 7:50 p.m.  The library is closed on Fridays.

Legal Services

GENERAL INFORMATION:  (706) 545-4611

HOURS OF OPERATION:  0800 - 1700, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, (closed Thursday morning for Sergeants' Time) open 1300-1700

LOCATION:  The OSJA Legal Assistance and Claims Divisions are located on Main Post, Building 5, Vibbert Avenue.  The Installation Tax Center is located on Main Post, Building 880, Room G131-A, Ingersoll Street. 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE DIVISION (LAD):  Provides advice and assistance to eligible clients on personal legal matters.  Eligible clients include soldiers, retirees, and their family members (military ID card holders).  Provides assistance in the following areas:  family law (separation/divorce), wills and estate planning, real property, consumer protection, landlord-tenant matters, economic matters, military and civilian administrative matters, taxes, torts and limited civilian criminal matters.  To prove identity and establish eligibility for service, a client must present a military ID card.  

Consultation with an attorney requires an appointment.  Appointments are made up to one week in advance, beginning each Friday at 0830 hours (appointments are scheduled each Friday for the following week).  Appointments can be scheduled by telephone or in person.  The telephone number for the LAD is (706) 545-3281/3282 or DSN 835-3281/3282.  Emergency matters are handled on a case-by-case basis.  

INSTALLATION TAX CENTER:  Free advice and assistance in preparing federal and state income taxes, as well as electronic filing of qualified returns, are offered through the LAD at the Installation Tax Center.  The Tax Center operates from mid-January through mid-April.  Hours of operation are 0830 - 1630, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday; 1030 - 1830, Thursday.  The telephone number for the Tax Center is (706) 545-4267 or DSN 835-4267.  Clients are seen on a walk-in basis only (no appointments). 

Martin Army Community Hospital  Department of Pharmacy
7950 Martin Loop

Fort Benning, GA 31905

PHARMACY        NEWS

How to Refill Prescriptions at Martin Army Community Hospital.  Effective 1 April 2001, TRICARE Prime members and uniformed services beneficiaries 65 years and older can fill their prescriptions.

How To Phone In Refill Prescriptions 
1.  Dial (706) 544-2273 or 1-888-293-2148.

2.  Listen to all options, press number (3) for Prescription Refills.

3.  Then, press the number (1) to refill prescription.

4.  Enter the last 4 digits of sponsor’s social security number followed by the pound (#) key.
5.  Enter the prescription number ONLY, followed by the pound (#) key.

6.  At the prompt, press the number (1) to refill prescription OR press the number (2) to check the status of prescription.

7.  After refilling the prescription, the automated system will give the day and time medications will be ready for pick up.

MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR:

YOUR RETIREE ACTIVITY DAY REGISTRATION IS DUE AT RETIREE COUNCIL ASSOCIATION, 

P.O. BOX 52373, FORT BENNING, GA  31995-2373

Not later than
OCTOBER 24, 2003
2003 MILITARY RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY REGISTRATION
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT - Authority:  USC Section 3012 and E09307.  PRINCIPAL PURPOSE::  To provide information used in registering attendees.  ROUTINE USES:  Copies of this application will be used by Retirement Services Office for the purpose of processing application for Retiree Appreciation Day attendance.  SSN is used for identification purposes only.  DISCLOSURE:  Voluntary.   Please complete each section as it pertains to you.  If, after registration, circumstances prevent you from attending, notify us immediately.  We will not be able to accept cancellations after 24 October 2003 because we must give an accurate count to the caterer for Friday’s luncheon.

                                                                                                                                              (          )

Rank                 Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)                                                                 Telephone Number

Mailing Address (P.O. Box or Street Address - City, State and Zip Code)                             

Distance (in miles) from Home to Fort Benning Retiree Activities____________________________________________________

                                                                                                                         (Write in mileage)

Email Address_____________________________________________                 STATUS: ( Retiree   ( Spouse ( Widow(er)

Retirement Date________________ Birth Date ________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                Social Security Number

Administrative Fee is $3.00 per person for the duration of the Retiree Activities
Friday, November 7, 2003
( 7:00 a.m. Bus Transportation to Sand Hill Dining Facility 

( 7:30 a.m. Breakfast with Soldiers:  Number of Persons attending - for planning purposes (#)______@1.60 each

                     (subject to increase after October 1, 2003)                                                                        Pay as you go
( 11:30 a.m. Lunch at Officers' Club:  Number of Persons attending(#)______@8.50 each               

                                                                                                       Check for $___________ enclosed - by October 24, 2003
Lunch Menu:  Please write in the number for each menu item, i.e. if 4 persons in your party are attending, and three like Baked 

                      Chicken and one likes Roast Beef, write in 3 for Baked Chicken and 1 for Roast Beef:

( Baked Chicken                                                             

 Green Beans 

 Mashed Potatoes

 Rolls & Butter

 Ice Tea

 Fruit Cobbler
( Roast Beef

      Green Beans

      Mashed Potatoes

      Rolls & Butter

      Ice Tea

      Fruit Cobbler

Check/Money Order enclosed for:

Lunch ($8.50 per person)..........……

Administrative Fee ($3 per person)...

Total: (Check ( Money Order (Cash
$_______________

$_______________

$_______________


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Registration Received:  _______________________________________________

Amount of Payment Received: ______________________________________________

Circle Form of Payment Received:                Check              Money Order              Cash

Record Number (s) in Database:____________________________________________

ALL REGISTRATIONS NEED TO ARRIVE AT THIS OFFICE NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER 24, 2003
MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:  RETIREE COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION TO:  RETIREE COUNCIL ASSOCIATION, P.O. BOX 52373, FORT BENNING, GA  31995-2373
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