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Agenda

• Armor Branch Narrative

• Armor Leader Attributes

• Platoon Count

• Armor Basic Officer Leader Course

• Duty Stations

Purpose:  

Educate future Army Officers on the Armor Branch 

and ultimately better align cadets with Army needs.
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Armor Branch

The United Stated Army Armor Branch is the Combat Arm of Decision.

We are the premier mounted maneuver force comprised of the best trained, best led, best 

equipped, and most lethal Tankers and Scouts in the world. Soldiers first, we are experts in 

the art of maneuver warfare; mounted and dismounted reconnaissance and security 

operations; and the employment of combined arms and joint capabilities on the battlefield.

Armor and cavalry troopers thrive in conditions of ambiguity, uncertainty, and complexity; 

comfortable away from the main body-out front or on the flanks- and decisive when leading 

it. We operate with a mission command mentality always seeking opportunities to seize, 

retain, and exploit the initiative; creating and preserving freedom of action for our force 

while denying the enemy options.

Armor and cavalry leaders combine the superior capabilities of our equipment with the 

ingenuity of our Troopers to find, fix, close with and destroy the enemies of our nation 

through combinations of mobility; precise, lethal, and overwhelming firepower; and 

devastating shock effect.

Armor branch is a team of teams ready to fight and win anytime, anywhere, under any 

conditions of battle. 

FORGE THE THUNDERBOLT!
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Armor Leader Attributes

HireVue is a hiring platform to help 

the Armor branch best identify talent.

Key Date:

20 July 2020 (TBD)
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FY20 PLATOON COUNT

459 Total Platoons

198 Tank PLT, 21 MGS PLT & 

240 Scout PLT
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Purpose:  ABOLC is designed to develop lieutenants into self-confident, 

agile and adaptive Armor platoon leaders capable of leading both armor and 

cavalry formations, as well as motivating teams to solve complex problems. 

Overview: The course is divided into three phases: Individual, Crew, and 

Platoon. The culminating event, the Competitive Maneuver Exercise, is a 

seven day field problem that tests students’ abilities to conduct mission 

command in a simulated combat environment.   

Length: 

17 Weeks (119 days) 

Target Audience:  

Lieutenants from all 

commissioning sources

Armor Basic Officer Leader Course
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ABOLC SNAKE CHART

Day 91-119

Final Requirements,

Out-processing, 

Graduation

Orders 

Production

Land Navigation

Doctrinal 

Foundations

Day 65-66 Day 67-90

Crew STX

Section STX

Platoon STX

CCME

Tank Live Fire

M4/M9 Qualification 

Hand Grenade

In-processing & 

Mandatory Training 

Day 1-6

Crew Station Training

PMCS

Tank Gunnery 

Fundamentals AGTS, 

AACs & Bore-Sighting

GST 

Platoon & 

Company

CCTT Missions  

Day 22-35Day 18-21Day 7-17

Equip Draw 

Drivers Training

Terrain Models

TAA, STX Prep

Day 61-64 Day 46-60 Day 39-45 Day 36-38

Phase I Technical

Phase II Tactical

Phase III Capstone

Threat/Friendly

Capabilities

Tank Tactical Task

TLP’s



ABOLC Assignment 

Training Strategy

First Duty Station (AC)

IBCT 
Infantry Brigade 

Combat Teams

SLC

ABOLC

• The Scout Leaders Course (SLC) takes priority over other courses.

• Officers on assignment to Airborne IBCT are required to attend Airborne course.

• Priority may change due to course availability.

• T3 Functional courses are encouraged for all Armor 2LTs (time permitting).

T1 T2 T3 

ABCT

Armored Brigade 

Combat Teams

SBCT

Stryker Brigade 

Combat Teams

SLC

ABOLC

ABOLC
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Mortar

Ldr Crs

ABOLC SLC

Stryker

Ldr Crs

Mortar

Ldr Crs

MLMC

MLMC

MLMC

Required
Strongly 

Encouraged
Optional

(Time Permitting)

Mortar

Ldr Crs
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Armor Duty Stations
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Armor Duty Stations
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Armor Duty Stations
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Contact Info

CPT Gabriella Katz

Office of the Chief of Armor

W: (706) 545-6001 (0800-1700)

C: (210) 363- 4671 (24/7)

Gabriella.r.katz.mil@mail.mil

• https://www.benning.army.mil/Armor/index.html

• https://www.benning.army.mil/Armor/Cadet-Branching

• Instagram: @armorschool

• Facebook: U.S Army Armor School

Useful Links:

https://www.benning.army.mil/Armor/index.html
https://www.benning.army.mil/Armor/Cadet-Branching
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Questions?




