ExerciséBayonet Shield 201 7United States NATO
Allies Train Togetherto PresentQredible Deterrent to
Aggression

by MAJCraigJ.Nelson, CPTohn TWilliams andCPTMackenzieSims

Units across the U.8rmytrain for combinedarms operations alongsidéeir North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATQalliesto be readyfor a potential complex,high-intensity conflict onshort notice Thisdemonstrated
readinesghat results from the trainindpelpspresent a cedible deterrent agenst aggression in Eastern and
Central Europe.

With that in mind U.S. forces, along with combined air and land forces fromnizstaatvia and Lithuania,
conduced Exercise Bayonet Shield SeptOtt. 7 2017 at multiple locations across the Baltic regioodit 600
Soldiers fronst Squadron, 9% Cavalry Regimerffdirborne), 173 Infantry Brigade Combat Tea(iBCT)
(Airborne), participated in the US-led exercise.

Bayonet Shiel@017was a forceposturingdeployment exercise conducted with NATO allies in support of
Operatbn Atlantic Resolve. It consistefla series of troogevel livefire training events and exercises with allied
defense forces to increase unit proficiency and preparedness to respoaaytthreat or cris.

For the Soldiers df* Squadron, 9% Cavalry Regimentvho executd live-fire objectivetraining OBJT) with NATO
allies, thetrainingconducted during Bayonet Shieddught to meet the demandsf the OBJT progression while
forward-deployed inEstonia, Latviand Lithuania These Soldiers learned that proficiency, preparedness and
ultimately deterrence to aggression requénmonths of detailed cooperative planning alongside hoation and
multinationalallies.

Overview of raining

The exerciseulminated with aroop-level, nultinational, mounted combinegirms livefire exercise (CALFEXhe
1-91 Cav Soldiers conducted tBALFERCct. 23, 2017, within the Adazi Training Area lratvia Theparticipants
includeda motorizedcavalry toop from 191 Caya platoon of Spanistappers from the XI Spanish Engineer
Battalion and a platoon of PJ1 tanks from the Polish"™@Armored CavalrBrigade(ACB)Batteries of M777s from
the 4" Battalion,319" Airborne Field Artillery Regimerand the  Royal Canadian Horse ArtilldRRCHAY, as
well as a platoon of Afd4 helicopterfrom 1%t Battalion, 3* Aviation Regiment, I2Combat Aviation Brigade
provideddirect supportof each toop.
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Figure 1Mounted CALEX task organization.

Training djectives

The exercise assesstuo troop-levelmissionessential taskSET) in a livefire environment & é@hductzone
reconnaissanaeand & @dhduct ascreené The roop CALFEX evaluatedch N 2 alifityito execute rapid and

forceful zone reconnaissance whileengaged and destroyeehemy reconnaissance elements withett fire,

indirect fireand attack aviation througbut the entire depth of theSy SY& Q& RAaANHzLIi A2y 12y So

Upon iderifying the enemy's battlezone, eachrbop established a scredn observean enemy obstaclédelt,

which consisteaf a2-meter-by-2-meter tank ditch and triplestrand concertina wireThetroops passed Spanish
sappers forward tdoreachthe enemy@ countermobility obstclesby using explosives. Following the breach, the
squadronconducted a forward passage of the Poli$hCE main battle tanks through itfes. Thisallowed the
Polish tank$o engage and destroy lead elements of the en@uaglvance guard

Planningfriction points

The § dzZI R NR y Q &earnefithatayeSNgio coordinate for land and allied participation in the Baltising
telephonesor emailwas/ Q i Sty @nfadhiaining venues or events with reasorlalzertainty.Instead, in
person coordinatiorduring apredeployment site srvey (PDS$®Yovedto be more effective, givingesource
requests thenecessaryisibilityand immediacy tdouild a dependable calenddEach toop sent a representative
on the PDSS to facilimishared understanding and enable parallel planniksa result,lie personalrelationships
formed during thePDS$rovided afoundationto mitigate fridion points that emerged later.

Following the PDS31e gyuadronalsoformed a working group tanaximizethe value ofthe pre-exercise planning
Theworking groupproduceda detailed execution @tklist thanks taepresentativesvho participatedirom every
warfighting function within the guadron

Prior to thePDSS departure, theguadron staffcoordinated with hosiation militaries andsubnitted a detailed
summary tohostnation land managers aach rangecontrol complexThis summarylescrited the objectivesl-
91 Cavhoped toachieveduring the PDS&arly coordination between -B1 Cawand hast-nation representatives
allowedrangecontrol personneto synchronizeacces to key sites and facilitieshiswas paticularly helpful
duringrange planninglt allowed 191 Cawplanners tobuild range plans based deylocalterrain, grid



coordinates andine-of-sightazimuths.The ability to influencalecsionr-makers atrange-control facilities across
the Balticsc aswell asensure theyunderstood1-ch m  / inte@itidrto confirmthe suitability and availability dhe
intendedtraining venues; provedcritical to hostnation coordination.

The 191 Cawplanners communicated consistenthjith hostnation and NATOlkesthroughoutthe preparation
and execution of the exercis®lultinational allieswere deliberately includeth the development of the trainig
planto ensurethey receivedas much value from the exercias US forces.This cooperation continued
throughout execution.Themultinationalallieshelped finalizehe range buildsemplace obstacles, execute
combinedarms ehearsalsanddevelopafter-action revieve.

TheSpanish and HFish participants each usatie same platoon from within their organizations for GALFEX
iterations. This was problematicdzause soldiers from theffacted gdatoonsgrewfatiguedby the midpoint of our
CALFEX progressjaturingtwo night iterations they sat out to sleep or ealtf given the opportunity to repeahe
exercise, 191 Cav representativagscommend against any plan that relies on one platoon or troopxecute all
iterations of a guadronCALFEXRather, itwould have been better if-thm  / tlodpaid platoons had aligned
with counterpart formations fronPPolish and Spanisdilies early in theleployment to forge personal relationships
and familiaritybeforethe CALFEX

Figure 2 Three Polish Army R91 main battle tanks advance toward a linkup with cavalry scouts of Troop-B, 1
91 Cayduringa multinational CALFEKeld on the Adazi Training Area, Latvia, in October 20(7.S. Army photo
by LTC John Hall, I¥BCTAitborne)Public Affairs

The varietyof systems available durirBayonet Shieldllowed U.S. and NATé®@mmanders to gain experience and
expertise in the emplyment of attack aviationTroop commanderkearned the value othis potent asset as a
maneuverelementduring the exercisegiving theAH64 Apachegzhe O 2 Y Y I y R S Nisk andl pluip&e/ fér
every phase of the operatio®eyond using the Apacheslely as a fires asstt destroy trgets on the ground,
troop commanderslsoemployed the helicoptes to observeadjustandemployindirect fire.

Training pogression

To preparel-91 CavSoldierdor the culminatingCALFEXhe unitexecuted a deliberate training progression
during the months leadig up to ExercisBayonet ShieldThe trainingorogression began at the individual level
with marksmanship instretion and weapons qualification. Following qualificatitre squadronexecuted
mounted crew gunnergandteam section and platoofive-fire exerciss. Throughout the process; 21 Cav
conduwted evaluations usinthe most recentOBJT and evaluation atlinesto ensureclear training guidance and
objective external evaluatian

Betweenmajor live-fire events 1-91 Cavacilitated maneuver training for théroops at every opportunity, taking
maximum advantage of the training space available in the Balticadition toexecutingmountedand
dismountedmaneuvertrainingduring hours of limited visibilityeach toop trainedwith rotary-wingassets in
preparation for the squadrofevd MET. oddQct anair | & & | dzf { @€



Deviation packetssymphony of fres

The numler of available asseta diversearrayof targetsand compleiy of situationspresented to the toops
during the CALFEffered realism at all levelsf training. The realistic training was a diresult of deviation
packets submitted through'7Army Training Commanavhich adjustedbaseline safety restrictions and allowed
paratroopers to execute liveire maneuver training thatesembledcombat.

Moreover, adeliberatelive-fire planensuredsafety danger zorssand other restrictions enabled realistic training
such as employing futnge training oundson the objectives, rather than offset from the objectives

The commandeplacedspecial emphasis on echelingfires throughout the trainingemploying all organic
weapons systems and aerial sens@tsch as organiecnmanned aerial ehicles(such aRavens) and AB4 Apache
attack helicoptersThesymphony of destruction includeattillery assets mortars, closeair support, direcffire
weapons systemand dlied tank support

Troop commanders, platoorehders troop fire-support officersand forward doservers had t@onsider their
choices tosynchronizeveaponsand their effectsappropriately They executedhis CALFEXhile geograpically
dispersedoutside of visual contacindwith all threeplatoons simultaneously engaged.

Figure 3U.S. Army Soldiers with-21 Cav deliver mortar rounds during a lifge exercise at Tapa Training Area,
Estonig Sept.13, 2017(U.S. Army photo by PFC Nicholas Vidtd\@bile Public Affairs Detachmént

Conclusion

Months of detailed, cooperative planning alongside hoation and multinationablliesallowed the guadron to
improveits ability to accomplisMETtrainingwhile maintaining a U.S. stratiegpresence in the Baltic3hel-91
Cawpresentedthe troop team witha highly realistic, compleRALFEXcenaricthat testednearly every individual
and collectiveMETthroughout thefive-weekexercise. The gratrooperslearnedthe importance of fighting to a
positionof advantagerom which atroop can answeits assigned priority intelligence requiremesdand destroy
enemy reconnaissance assébswin the counterrecon fight

During ExercisBayonetShield 1-91Cavdemonstrated its abilityo execute arOBJT progressiorthat enhancel
the deterrent againsaggressiorwhile forward deployed within the U.S. Army Eurdgesater.
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Acronym QuickScan

ABCT¢ armored brigade combat team
ACBg armored cavalry bigade

BTG brigade tactical group

CALFEX combinedarms livefire exercise
DOg decisive operation

DoA ¢ direction of advance

FoM ¢ freedom of maneuver

HHCq headquarters and headquarters company
IBCTq infantry brigade combat team
MET¢ missionessential sk

NATOg North Atlantic Treaty Organization
OBJT ¢ objectivetraining

PDSg predeployment site grvey

RCHA; Royal Canadian Horse Artillery
TAI¢ targeted area of interest

USMAG U.S. Military Academy



Figure 4 A cavalry scout assigned to91 Ca manshis .50caliber machinegun during a blanlire iteration of
joint, multinational CALFEXat Adazi Training Area, Latvia, in October 20{@.S. Army photo by LTC John Hall,
1739IBCT (Airborne) Public Affairs)

Figure 5. Paratroopers assigned to Anvil ©p 1-91 Cayand $anish sappers of the XI Engineer Battalion
conduct a combineearms rehearsal in preparation for joint, multinationaCALFEXat Adazi Training Area,
Latvia, in October 2017(U.S. Army photo by LTC John Halll*IBET (Airborne) Public Affairs)
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Figure 6. Paratroopers assigned to Bulldog Troof®11Cav, and Slovenian chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear specialists rush to board a U.S. Army-8@BBlackhawk helicopter during training conducted in
preparation for joint, multinational CALFEXs &tdazi Training Area, Latvia, in October 20{@.S. Army photo by
SGT Tony Brown;91L Cavalry (Airborne), 1P3BCT (Airborne) Public Affairs)

Figure 7. Engineers assigned to the XI Engineer Battalion of the Spanish army execute a breach during joint,
multinational CALFEXs #tdazi Training Area, Latvia, in October 2017.



Figure 8. A paratrooper assigned to Bulldog Troof@1LCav, scans the hodn in search of potential threats
during training conducted in preparation for joint, multinationaCALFEXs &dazi Training Area, Latvia, in
October 2017.



