Instructional Strategies

Compare and Contrast
Strategy

Description

Comparing two things is telling how they are alike; whereas, contrasting two things is

telling how they are different. It is a process where the act of classification is practiced.

Uses

Used to help learners distinguish between types of ideas or to group similar ideas,
engage in critical thinking, and go beyond mere description or summary to generate
analysis. It can be used to help learners identify language cues and gain a deeper
comprehension of the items being compared. It can also be used to facilitate indirect
instruction through concept formation or concept attainment. It is often presented in

either written text paragraphs or a chart. Its most common use is as a graphic organizer
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