United States Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service
105 West Park Drive, Suite D
Athens, Georaia 30606
Phone: (706) 613-9493
Fax: (706) 613-6059

West Georgia Sub-Office Coastal Sub-Office

Post Office Box 52560 MAY 89 2015 4980 Wildlife Drive

Fort Benning, Georgia 31995-2560 ’ Townsend, Georgia 3133
Phone: (706) 544-6428 Phone: (912) 832-8739
Fax:  (706) 544-6419 Fax: (912) 832-8744

Robert K. Larimore

Chief, Environmental Management Division
Department of the Army

Fort Benning, Georgia 31905-5000

Re: FWS Log No. 2015-CPA-0697
Dear Mr. Larimore:

This letter is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) response to your letter dated April
2, 2015, regarding the proposed additions to Simpson Range, located on Fort Benning in
Chattahoochee County. We submit the following comments under provisions of the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703, et seq.), and the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act), as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, ¢t seq.).

Based on the information you provided regarding the proposed action, the Service has
determined the project may but is not likely to adversely affect the RCW. However, if new
information becomes available or changes in the project occur that may involve federally listed
species, further consultation with the Service will be required.

Your requirements under section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act have been fulfilled and
based on the information you provided we concur with your finding, and, no further action is
required.

If you have any questions or concerns about this consultation or the consultation process in
general, please feel free to contact John Doresky at (706) 544-6030.

Donald Imm‘%

Field Supervisor





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT COMMAND
ATLANTIC REGION
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON
1 KARKER STREET, BUILDING 4, SUITE 5900
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 31905-4500

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Conservation Branch 02 APR 201

Don Imm

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
West Park Center

105 West Park Drive, Suite D
Athens, GA 30605

Dear Dr. Imm:

Fort Benning is proposing additions to Simpson Range in order to improve training for
Soldiers at Fort Benning. This proposal will not involve removal of any habitat associated with
the Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCW).

The Purpose of this addition to Simpson Range is to execute what is called a “Stress
Shoot”. Soldiers will be in combat uniform with a rifle. The soldier will start an approach to the
range at the “6 Vaults obstacle” running through all obstacles until they get to the “Stonehenge”
platform. No shooting will be done until they get to Stonehenge. Once arriving, they will have
the ability to shoot from any location on the Stonehenge from base level to the top through any
opening and in any position (prone, kneeling, or standing). They will have the opportunity to
shoot any targets between the two firing lanes within the SDZ, provided from 50 to 300 meters.

Throughput: a concentration of firing will be accumulated on those two lanes and can
impact the berm and possibly beyond but due to the range only having one Stonehenge this will
cause less firing on the flank lanes of that range; resulting in less firing on a majority of the
range. The Stonehenge obstacle is 9 meters back from the current Firing Points so any firing will
be contained in the current range “Composite SDZ”. No significant impacts are expected
beyond what the range currently maintains. Shooting will be controlled by leadership and this
stage of shooting is for experienced soldiers only. Many of the shots will be executed from
higher to lower angles resulting in better containment in front of the berm. The beaten area is
not expected to be more than 200 meters beyond the berm, well short of the maximum Distance
X of the SDZ. A line of sight analysis was conducted for this additional firing on the range
(enclosure) and indicates that the current toe berm will be sufficient to stop the majority of
rounds that are fired under normal operating procedures. Overall, usage of the range itself will
not change nor will the amount of ammunition fired. The range currently operates year-round
which will also not change.
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Since the proposed project will not impact any suitable foraging habitat of any active
cluster below the MSS nor will it impede Fort Benning’s recovery objectives, we conclude that
this project may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the RCW and request concurrence for
this action.

A copy of this letter has been provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -West
Georgia Field Office. If you have any further questions, please contact Mr. Tim Marston, (706)
544-7069.

Sincerely,

Enclosure g Craig Taylor
Director of T’hblic Workts







L I.I.III.L'—'-1
%
L~
i 9b P 4
Simpgon Range (Range Divigion Standard)
Platfgrm Firing
FP1: FA 9190 BOB? to FP16: FA 9152 8062
M16,{M4, 5.56mm Ball/ Tracer (M855A1 EPR)
i
Vg = u iap} o R
RN N SER
Chy. 45 A4 oF
f?:‘] fr






ALEERL I.'-'-T
oF
i
1
1
77 = o E
- e —
%
~






L I.I.III.L'—'-1
%
o~
i 9b P 4
Simpgon Range (Range Divigion Standard)
Platfgrm Firing
FP1: FA 9190 8087 to FP16: A 9152 8062
M16,{M4, 5.56mm Ball/ Tracer (M855A1 EPR)
i
£ s
\ ey V} Ly
oy
D\\“\h; \/}\f%qq@ \orr












1=691577.5, 3580665.9
2=691584.1, 3580670.3
3= 691582.5, 3580672.8
4= 691575.8, 3580668.4
Front of Stonehenge is
aprox 9m behind Firing Line

4






Training Concept:

The Purpose of this addition to Simpson Range is to execute what is called a “Stress Shoot”. Soldiers will be in combat
Uniform with rifle starting the range at the “6 Vaults obstacle” running through all obstacles until they get to the “Stone
Henge platform. No shooting will be done until they get to Stonehenge. Once arriving they will have the ability to shoot
From any location on the Stonehenge from base level to the top through any hole in any position (prone; kneeling; stand)

They will have the opportunity to shoot any targets between the two firing lanes within the SDZ provided from 50 to 300
Meters.

Throughput: a concentration of firing will be accumulated on those two lanes and can impact the berm and possibly
Beyond but due to the range only having one Stonehenge this will cause less firing on the flank lanes of that range
Resulting in less firing on a majority of the range. The Stonehenge is 9 meters back from the current Firing Points so
any firing will be contained in the Current range
“Composite SDZ”. No significant impacts are
expected than what the range currently maintains.

Shooting will be controlled by leadership and this
Stage of shooting is for experience soldiers. Many of
The shots will be executed from higher to lower
angles resulting in better containment in front of
the berm.

6 Vaults

The Beaten area is not expected to be more than 200 L ————
Meters beyond the berm well short of the maximum “ e
Distance X of the SDZ. A o

Range Officer: Doug Greenway
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