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Changing Protected Red-cockaded Woodpecker Cluster/Tree Marking Strategy 


Post-wide for all Cluster/Cavity Trees in Areas with Reduced Military Training 


Activity 


 


     The Fort Benning Natural Resources Management Branch (NRMB) currently has 


varying marking strategies for identifying red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW) clusters and 


cavity trees that are designated as Protected Clusters (PC). Most RCW clusters and cavity 


trees designated as PCs that are located outside the boundary of the South Range 


Complex (Training Area SD1, formerly referred to as the A20 dudded impact area) are 


marked with two white-painted bands approximately six inches wide and 6 - 12 inches 


apart. Bands are painted on the bole of the tree approximately four feet above the ground 


(Figure 1). Cavity trees are uniquely numbered with a stainless steel tag that is located just 


above the white-painted bands. White, diamond-shaped warning signs are posted around 


the cavity tree or the aggregate of cavity trees that mark off a 200 foot buffer zone    


(Figure 2).  


     Due to the restricted access for all land-based military training activities, RCW cavity 


trees in the majority of clusters designated as PCs located within Training Area SD1 


(South Range Complex) are marked with a single band of white paint at breast height 


around the bole of the tree and have no signs marking off the 200 foot buffer zone 


(Figure 3). There are however, 37 PCs currently within or adjacent to Training Area SD1 


that are marked with two bands of white paint but have no signed 200 foot buffer zone. 


These PCs have no signed 200 foot boundary due to the very limited access resulting 


from its location in proximity to or downrange of Training Areas that are impacted by 


range safety fans (Surface Danger Zones) from live-fire military training operations. 


     The NRMB proposes to standardize the marking strategy for all RCW cavity trees and 


clusters within restricted or limited access Training Areas for 97 PCs located within and 


outside the boundary of Training Area SD1, to match the marking strategy currently used 


for the majority of PCs located within the South Range Complex. All of these clusters are 


located in areas with restricted or limited access (Enclosure 3). Four of the proposed 97 


PCs are located just inside the boundary of Training Area SD1 that have the cavity trees 


marked with two white-painted bands. One of the proposed PCs is currently designated 


as an Unprotected Cluster that we’re proposing to re-designate as a PC to maintain 


marking consistency with adjacent RCW clusters in Training Areas S20 and S21 that are 


also proposed for this marking strategy change (Table 1).  


     All RCW cavity trees in the 97 PCs identified in Table 1 will be painted with a single 


band of white paint at breast height around the bole of the tree and will have no signs 


marking off a 200 foot buffer zone. Training restrictions for all RCW clusters designated 


as a PC, regardless of the marking strategy used, will continue to follow the 2007 Army 


Guidelines as outlined in Table 2. The 97 PCs proposed for this change are located in 


Training Areas with restricted or limited access and receive either minimal or no mounted 
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and dismounted military training since they are routinely closed to civilian and military 


personnel access (Figure 4, Enclosure 2). As previously stated, this closure is primarily 


attributed to the Training Area’s location in proximity to or downrange of Training Areas 


that are impacted by Surface Danger Zones (SDZ) resulting from live-fire military training 


operations, or is considered dudded with unexploded ordnance (Training Area EOD and 


SD1).   


     The proposed change will provide consistency in how Fort Benning’s RCW cavity 


trees associated with PCs that are currently marked in the dudded South Range 


Complex, with other dudded areas (Training Area EOD) and with non-dudded Training 


Areas that are routinely closed due to the presence of SDZs from live-fire military 


training. Protection of these RCW clusters and associated cavity trees is intrinsic due to 


the limited access by all personnel to these Training Areas. This action will significantly 


reduce the NRMB’s personnel labor and maintenance costs associated with maintaining 


200 foot buffer signage that often times must be accessed beyond normal duty hours 


either before or after ranges open and close live-fire training operations. This will also 


facilitate the NRMB’s ability to concentrate their efforts on other natural resource 


monitoring and management activities. 


     All applicable Fort Benning documents will be updated to reflect this change in 


marking strategy for PCs as appropriate and will be incorporated into our environmental 


education training.   


 


 


Figure 1.  RCW cavity trees in Protected Cluster (PC) sites located outside of the South 


Range Complex (Training Area SD1) are marked with two white bands that are painted 


on the bole of the tree at breast height. 
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Figure 2.  RCW cavity trees in Protected Clusters (PC) located outside of the South 


Range Complex (Training Area SD1) have 200 foot buffer zones that are marked with 


diamond-shaped signs. 


 


Figure 3.  RCW cavity trees in Protected Clusters (PC) located within the South Range 


Complex (Training Area SD1) are marked with a single white band that is painted on the 


bole of the tree at breast height and the 200 foot buffer zones are not marked with signs. 
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Table 1.  The 97 RCW Protected Clusters where the new marking strategy is proposed. 


Compartment 
- Cluster# 


Current 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


Proposed 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


200 ft. 
Boundary 
Present 


Proposed 200 ft. 
Boundary 


Management 
Strategy 


C06-209 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-210 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C06-211 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-213 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C06-214 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-215 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-217 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-219 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C06-220 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-221 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


C06-227 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C06-228 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C25-265 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C25-266 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C25-276 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C25-277 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


C32-259 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


CD1-216 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


EOD-255 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


EOD-256 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


EOD-257 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


EOD-258 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


EOD-322 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-19 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-20 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-28 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-29 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-30 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-36 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-37 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-40 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-41 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-46 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-54 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N20-55 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N21-45 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N21-53 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N23-48 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N23-56 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N23-57 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N24-62 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N25-61 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 
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Compartment 
- Cluster# 


Current 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


Proposed 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


200 ft. 
Boundary 
Present 


Proposed 200 ft. 
Boundary 


Management 
Strategy 


N28-72 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N28-73 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-66 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-67 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-68 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-74 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-75 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-76 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N29-77 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N32-81 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N32-89 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


N32-95 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S13-400 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S13-401 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S13-409 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S13-416 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S13-417 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-402 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-403 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-404 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-405 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-406 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-407 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-408 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-410 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-411 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-412 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-413 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S14-415 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S17-428 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S17-473 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S18-497 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S19-523 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S19-524 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S19-542 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S20-543 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S20-546 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S20-554 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S20-555 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S20-556* orange single white no no Unprotected Cluster 


S21-548 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S21-558 double white single white yes no Protected Cluster 


S26-461 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 
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Compartment 
- Cluster# 


Current 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


Proposed 
Cavity Tree 
Marking 


200 ft. 
Boundary 
Present 


Proposed 200 ft. 
Boundary 


Management 
Strategy 


S26-462 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-489 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-490 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-509 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-510 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-511 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-533 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


S26-534 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


SD1-429 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


SD1-544 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


SD1-545 double white single white no no Protected Cluster 


SD1-549* double white single white no no Not Managed 


Total 97*     


      
*Includes one SD1 (formerly called A20) Cluster that is currently not accessible/managed - DU cluster 


*Includes one Unprotected Cluster, changing back to a Protected designation to maintain  


  consistency with adjacent clusters.     


Currently does NOT have a Signed 200 ft. Boundary (n = 37)     


Protected Cluster currently has a signed 200 ft. boundary proposed for removal (n = 58) 
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Table 2.  2007 Army Guidelines - Training Restrictions for Protected and Unprotected 


RCW Clusters on Army Installations. 
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Figure 4. Location of Proposed RCW Marking Strategy for Select Protected Clusters. 












_̂
_̂
_̂


_̂̂_̂_̂_̂_̂_
_̂
_̂̂_̂__̂
_̂


_̂̂_ _̂̂_


_̂


_̂̂_
_̂_̂
_̂


_̂̂_ _̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂̂_


_̂ _̂
_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂
_̂
_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂
_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂̂_̂_
_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂_̂


_̂_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂ _̂
_̂ _̂̂_


_̂̂_̂_
_̂


_̂_̂


_̂_̂ _̂̂__̂̂_̂_̂_̂_


_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂
_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂̂_


_̂
_̂
_̂_̂̂_


_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂


_̂ _̂
_̂_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂
_̂
_̂
_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


"S
"S


"S
"S
"S


"S


"S


"S


"S


"S


"S


"S


Central Malone Range 
 Complex


Northwest 
Range Complex


Northeast 
Range Complex


South 
Range Complex


Hastings
Range 


DMPRC


EO
D


Griswold 
Range


Ruth
Range 


Ware
Range 


Dixie Road


AL
T 1


 
HO


MM
TA


  E
IS


Ranges


Carmouche
Range 


Brooks Range 


N20


C06


N24


S08


N32
N23


N25


S37


C25


S36


C37


S40


N31


C34


S05


C50


N26


C54


N38


S42


N30


S30


N29


C35


S38


S39


S13


C53


N36


N28


N33


C51


C08


C36


S14


S27
S07


S26


C13


S25


N34


N35


S51


N21


C39


C29


C44


S06


C47


S28


S45


N15


S52


N09


C12


N16


S03


C33


S44


S01


C31


C52


N37


C02


N12


S02


C32


S33


C19


C38


S41


C40


C42


C46


C43


C17


S34


C21


C41


N06


N05


S43


C28


S22


C48


S50
S49


C49


N10


N03


S31


C01


S46


N22


C16


S11


N14


C45


C11


N13


N11


N04


N02


S48


S20


N08
N07


S24


S47


S19


C18


C03


C24


S29
S04


S18


C14
S32


C07


N27


S23


C09


N19


S16


C05


S09


C04


C30


N01


C27


S15


C23


N18


S35


C26
C22


S21


S17


C15


N17


S10


S12


C10


C20


0 2 4 6 8 101 3 5 7 9
Miles ±


Scale:
1:125,000


Current & Proposed RCW Cluster Designations
Fort Benning, Georgia - August 2019


Current RCW Protected Cluster with 200 ft. Buffer


Current RCW Unprotected Cluster


Current RCW Protected Cluster without 200 ft. Buffer


Proposed 2019 RCW Unprotected Cluster


_̂ Proposed RCW Protected Cluster - Remove 200 ft Buffer


"S RCW Cluster - Not Managed
Proposed ALT1 - HOMMTA EIS
Military Range Area Boundary


Dudded or Non-Dudded Impact Area
Fort Benning Boundary


_̂


Military Training Area Boundary


Good Hope M
aneuver


 Area


Enclosure 2.








209 C06-209 M06-K C06 M06-12 PC


210 C06-210 M06-A C06 M06-01 ACTIVE PC


211 C06-211 M06-L C06 M06-13 ACTIVE PC


Central 213 C06-213 M06-D C06 M06-04 PC


Malone 214 C06-214 M06-H C06 M06-07 ACTIVE PC


Range 215 C06-215 M06-I C06 M06-08 PC


Complex 216 CD1-216 M06-E CD1 M06-05 ACTIVE PC


(non- 217 C06-217 M06-G C06 M06-06b ACTIVE PC


   dudded) 219 C06-219 M06-B C06 M06-02 ACTIVE PC


220 C06-220 M06-N C06 M06-14 PC


221 C06-221 M06-F C06 M06-06a, M06-06 PC


227 C06-227 M01-A C06 M01-01 ACTIVE PC


228 C06-228 M06-J C06 M06-10 PC


265 C25-265 DRC-D C25 J06-01b PC


DMPRC 266 C25-266 DRC-C C25 J06-01, J06-01a ACTIVE PC


Range 276 C25-276 DRC-B C25 D13-02 ACTIVE PC


277 C25-277 DRC-A C25 D13-01 PC


259 C32-259 E05-B C32 E08-04 ACTIVE PC


EOD 255 EOD-255 E08-D EOD **** PC


Range 256 EOD-256 E08-C EOD E08-05 PC


(dudded)
257 EOD-257 E08-B EOD E08-03 PC


258 EOD-258 E08-A EOD E08-02 PC


322 EOD-322 E05-Bb EOD **** ACTIVE PC


019 N20-019 O30-A N20 O05-03 PC


2019 


STATUS


Range Complex - 


Range Fans


Cluster 


Type


Cluster      


#


Training 


Area - 


Cluster #


Old 


Cluster 


Name


New 


Training 


Area 


Desig-


nation


Historical Cluster 


Names


Enclosure 3.  2019 Fort Benning, Georgia RCW Population:  
All RCW Clusters Proposed to Designate as a Protected Cluster with No 
Boundary (n = 97 total). Associated Range Complex or Range Fans Covering Clusters







020 N20-020 O24-D N20 O04-03b ACTIVE PC


028 N20-028 O24-C N20 O04-03a, O04-03 PC


Northwest 029 N20-029 O24-A N20 O04-01 PC


Range 030 N20-030 O24-B N20 O04-02 PC


Complex 036 N20-036 O23-A N20 O06-03 PC


(non- 037 N20-037 O16-A N20 O04-05 PC


   dudded) 040 N20-040 O32-A N20 O06-04 PC


041 N20-041 O17-B N20 O08-02 ACTIVE PC


046 N20-046 O17-A N20 O08-01 ACTIVE PC


054 N20-054 O21-A N20 O07-03 ACTIVE PC


055 N20-055 O21-B N20 O08-03 PC


045 N21-045 O33-A N21 **** ACTIVE PC


053 N21-053 O34-A N21 O07-01 PC


Ware 048 N23-048 O19-B N23 K02-01b ACTIVE PC


Range 056 N23-056 O18-A N23 O09-02 PC


057 N23-057 O19-A N23 K02-01a, K02-01 ACTIVE PC


Carmouche Range & 


DMPRC 062 N24-062 K03-A N24 K01-01 ACTIVE PC


Ruth Range 061 N25-061 K07-A N25 K05-01 ACTIVE PC


072 N28-072 K14-B N28 K08-02 PC


073 N28-073 K14-A N28 K08-01 ACTIVE PC


066 N29-066 K13-D N29 **** PC


Ruth, 067 N29-067 K12-B N29 K13-06 PC


Brooks, 068 N29-068 K12-C N29 K12-Bb ACTIVE PC


Ware, 074 N29-074 K13-A N29 K13-01 PC


Carmouche, 075 N29-075 K13-C N29 K13-05 ACTIVE PC


DMPRC, 076 N29-076 K13-B N29 K13-02 ACTIVE PC


Hastings, 077 N29-077 K12-A N29 K13-04 ACTIVE PC


Ranges 081 N32-081 K20-A N32 K09-01 PC


089 N32-089 K20-B N32 K09-02 ACTIVE PC


095 N32-095 K20-D N32 K20-SAT PC







400 S13-400 A02-A S13 A04-01 ACTIVE PC


401 S13-401 A29-B S13 **** ACTIVE PC


409 S13-409 A29-A S13 A02-02 PC


416 S13-416 A28-B S13 A18-02 ACTIVE PC


417 S13-417 A28-A S13 A18-01 ACTIVE PC


402 S14-402 A03-C S14 A04-02b ACTIVE PC


Dixie Road 403 S14-403 A03-A S14 A04-02a, A04-02 ACTIVE PC


Ranges 404 S14-404 A30-F S14 A01-06 PC


405 S14-405 A30-E S14 A01-05 ACTIVE PC


406 S14-406 A30-A S14 A01-01 ACTIVE PC


407 S14-407 A30-I S14 A30-Db ACTIVE PC


408 S14-408 A30-C S14 A01-03 ACTIVE PC


410 S14-410 A30-J S14 A30-Gb ACTIVE PC


411 S14-411 A30-G S14 A01-07 PC


412 S14-412 A30-D S14 A01-04 ACTIVE PC


413 S14-413 A30-H S14 A01-08 ACTIVE PC


415 S14-415 A30-B S14 A01-02 PC


428 S17-428 A06-B S17 **** ACTIVE PC


473 S17-473 A06-A S17 A06-02 PC


497 S18-497 A08-A S18 A06-01 PC


523 S19-523 A09-A S19 A07-01 PC


524 S19-524 A09-B S19 A07-02 ACTIVE PC


542 S19-542 A09-C S19 A07-03 PC


Maertens, 543 S20-543 A10-C S20 A26-06b PC


Martin, 546 S20-546 A10-A S20 A08-02a, A08-02 ACTIVE PC


Krilling, Buchanan, 554 S20-554 A10-D S20 **** PC


Ranges 555 S20-555 A10-B S20 A08-02b ACTIVE PC


UC, changing back to 


Single Banded PC 556 S20-556 A11-A S20 A08-01 ACTIVE PC


Buchanan,
548 S21-548 A11-C S21 A08-04 PC







Coolidge Ranges
558 S21-558 A11-B S21 A08-03 PC


461 S26-461 A24-B S26 A17-02 PC


Dixie Road 462 S26-462 A24-A S26 A17-01 PC


Ranges, 489 S26-489 A24-D S26 A17-07 ACTIVE PC


Galloway,
490 S26-490 A24-C S26 A17-05 Inactive-Z PC


Griswold,
509 S26-509 A23-A S26 A15-07 PC


Ranges, 510 S26-510 A23-C S26 A15-09w PC


511 S26-511 A23-E S26 **** ACTIVE PC


533 S26-533 A23-B S26 A15-09e PC


534 S26-534 A23-D S26 A15-10 PC


South 429 SD1-429 A20-04 SD1 **** A20


Range 544 SD1-544 A20-06 SD1 **** A20


Complex 545 SD1-545 A20-05 SD1 **** ACTIVE A20


(dudded) 549 SD1-549 A20-02 SD1 **** UNKNOWN NM


2019 COLOR Key


TOTAL MONITORED FOR ACTIVITY


TOTAL MONITORED FOR Potential Breeding Group (PBG)


TOTAL EXTRA CLUSTER MONITORED (Buds/Pioneer/Military)


CLUSTER NOT MONITORED (Not in Random Sample)


Potential Budded CLUSTER Being MONITORED (Not in Random Sample)


CLUSTER NOT MONITORED (Not in Random Sample - within Hazard Area)


CLUSTER DELETED


Reportable Totals:


Active 1: 205 Clusters


201 Active, 4 Inactive


(x) 2 = 402 Act, 8 INA, 410 Total Manageable







PBG 1: 102 Clusters


96 Nested, 3 No Nest with Pair, 3 Inactive


(x) 4 = 396 PBG


Meta Pop #1: 42 Act (x) 2 = 84 Act


Meta Pop #1: 20 Nested (x) 4 = 80 PBG


Meta Pop #2: 15 Act (x) 2 = 30 Act


Meta Pop #2: 8 Nested (x) 4 = 32 PBG


Meta Pop #3: 87 Act (x) 2 = 174 Act


Meta Pop #3: 41 Nested (+) 2 NP (x) 4 = 172 PBG


Meta Pop #4: 57 Act (x) 2 = 114 Act


Meta Pop #4: 27 Nested (+) 1 NP (x) 4 = 112 PBG


HOMMTA: 10 Clusters


10 Act, 10 Nested = 10 PBG







Artificial Recruitment 1996, Activated 2007


Pre-1996 cluster


Artificial Recruitment 1997, Activated 1998


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 1999, Active 2007 Y-M06 29-Aug-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 2010


Pre-1996 cluster, Reprovisioned 1996, Active 1998


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 inactive cluster, Reprovisioned 1997


Bud 2009, J06-01 (J06-01b)


Pre-1996 cluster X Y-DMPRC 1-Jan-16 Y


Artificial Recruitment 1997 Y-DMPRC 1-Jan-16 Y


Pre-1996 cluster Y-DMPRC 1-Jan-16 Y


Artificial Recruitment 1999


Pioneer 2017


Artificial Recruitment 2004


Artificial Recruitment 1997


Pre-1996 cluster


Bud 2018, E05-B (E05-Bb). 2nd nest confirm 2019


Artificial Recruitment 2000 N-ORCplan 31-Jan-18


CLUSTER ORIGIN


2018         


25% Banded 


Sample 


Cluster


Project Driver - 


Why Cluster 


Banded Thru 


2018


Date 5 


year 


monitor 


complete


B


A


N


D


 


2


0


1
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as a Protected Cluster with No 200 foot Buffer 


Boundary (n = 97 total). Associated Range Complex or Range Fans Covering Clusters







Bud 2005, O24-C (O04-03b) Y-MCoE 30-Nov-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster. Reprovisioned 1994 Y-MCoE 30-Nov-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster Y-MCoE 30-Nov-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster


Artificial Recruitment 1996 Y-MCoE 30-Nov-18 Y


Pioneer 2009


Artificial Recruitment 2000 Y-MCoE 30-Nov-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster X Y-MCoE 18-Mar-17 Y


Pre-1996 cluster


Artificial Recruitment 2000


Artificial Recruitment 1999


Artificial Recruitment 2014 Y


Pre-1996 cluster. Reprovisioned 1995. Activated 2003 X Y


Artificial Recruitment 2009 Y


Pre-1996 cluster. Reprovisioned 1995


Pre-1996 cluster Y-MCoE 16-Oct-16 Y


Artificial Recruitment 2001


Aritficial Recruitment 2000 Y-MCoE 1-May-19 Y


Pre-1996 cluster, Reprovisioned 1994 X N-MPTR 26-Feb-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pioneer 2011 N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pioneer 2004 X N-MPTR 26-Feb-18 Y


Bud 2015, K12-B (K12-Bb) N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pre-1996 cluster X N-MPTR 26-Feb-18 Y


Artificial Recruitment 1997 N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pre-1996 cluster N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pre-1996 cluster N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pre-1996 cluster X N-MPTR 26-Feb-18 Y


Artificial Recruitment 1996 N-MPTR 26-Feb-18


Pioneer 2016 N-MPTR 26-Feb-18







Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 2018


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Bud 2010, A03-A (A04-02b) N-DixieRdBA 27-Jun-18 Y


Pre-1996 cluster N-DixieRdBA 27-Jun-18 Y


1997 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Bud 2015, A30-D (A30-Db)


Pre-1996 cluster


Bud 2016, A30-G (A30-Gb)


2000 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


2004 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 2017


Artificial Recruitment 1998


Pre-1996 cluster X Y


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 2010


Bud 2011, A20-06 (A26-06b)


Pre-1996 cluster


Bud 2011, A10-A/B Y-ET 1-May-16 Y


Bud 1998, A10-A (A08-02b)


Pre-1996 cluster X Y


Pre-1996 cluster







Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pioneer 2007 (1996 - 2006 cluster inactive)


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


2004 cluster


Pioneer 2017


2004 cluster


Pre-1996 cluster


Initiate monitoring 2000


Initiate monitoring 2000


Initiate monitoring 2000


Initiate monitoring 2000. Need to edit ESMC/A20 Mgt. Plan to 


include EOD clearance completed for UXO concern in 2011


103


102


17


Potential Budded CLUSTER Being MONITORED (Not in Random Sample)


CLUSTER NOT MONITORED (Not in Random Sample - within Hazard Area)


Sample Area & Type Total Nested 


No Nest 


PBG


Meta Pop #1 Activity: 22 6 0


Meta Pop #2 Activity: 7 2 0


Meta Pop #3 Activity: 44 12 0


Meta Pop #4 Activity: 30 7 1







103 27 1


Meta Pop #1 PBG: 22 20 0


Meta Pop #2 PBG: 8 8 0


Meta Pop #3 PBG: 44 41 2


Meta Pop #4 PBG: 28 27 1


102 96 3


Meta Pop #1 Extra: 7 7 0


Meta Pop #2 Extra: 0 0 0


Meta Pop #3 Extra: 1 1 0


Meta Pop #4 Extra: 9 7 2


17 15 2







M06-K


M06-A


M06-L


M06-D


M06-H


M06-I


M06-E


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. M06-G


M06-B


M06-N


M06-F


M01-A


Swap w/ M06-M for 25% sample due to access issues M06-J


DRC-D


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. DRC-C


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. DRC-B


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. DRC-A


E05-B


E08-D


E08-C


2018 - birds not observed roosting in cluster. E08-B


E08-A


First year cluster split 2018. E05-Bb


ORC Monitoring Complete. Dropped from banding 2018. O30-A


2018 


Take List
COMMENTS Old Cluster Name







Y Take removed 4/4/2019. O24-D


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. O24-C


Y Take removed 4/4/2019. O24-A


O24-B


Y
Neighborhood Take - No Date Associated. Verify cluster IT that led to 


neighborhood take. Take removed 4/4/2019.
O23-A


O16-A


Y
Neighborhood Take - No Date Associated. Verify cluster IT that led to 


neighborhood take. Take removed 4/4/2019.
O32-A


Y
Swap w/ O17-A for 25% sample due to excessive banding in area and 


access issues. Take removed 4/4/2019.
O17-B


Swap with O17-B for 25% sample due to excessive banding in area and 


access issues
O17-A


O21-A


O21-B


Added due to <5 yrs of activity RC. Inactive 2014. NS 2015-2017. O33-A


Take (Y-MCoE) removed 12/13/2017 O34-A


Added due to O19-A being captured by this cluster. Captured by O19-A 


2018.
O19-B


Swap with O18-B for 25% sample due to excessive banding in area and 


access issues
O18-A


Y
PBG 2014. Captured by O19-B 2015-2917. Nest 2018. Take removed 


4/4/2019.
O19-A


K03-A


Y
New ETBO Take.  Monitoring started May 2014 when cluster became 


active.Take removed 4/4/2019.
K07-A


MPTR Monitoring completed, Continue banding as 25% sample K14-B


MPTR Monitoring completed, dropped from banding 2018. K14-A


Dropped from banding 2016. K13-D


MPTR Monitoring completed, Continue banding as 25% sample K12-B


First year cluster split 2015. Confirm 2nd nest 2016. Drop from banding 


2016.
K12-C


MPTR Monitoring completed, Continue banding as 25% sample K13-A


MPTR Monitoring completed, dropped from banding 2018. K13-C


MPTR Monitoring completed, dropped from banding 2018. K13-B


MPTR Monitoring completed, dropped from banding 2018. K12-A


MPTR Monitoring completed, Continue banding as 25% sample K20-A


MPTR Monitoring completed, dropped from banding 2018. K20-B


Cluster formed from satellite tree in K-20 in 2016. Never banded. K20-D







A02-A


Discovered post-breeding season monitoring. Composition unknown. A29-B


A29-A


A28-B


A28-A


First year cluster split 2010. Nest 2nd year in 2011. A03-C


A03-A


A30-F


A30-E


A30-A


First year cluster split 2015. Confirm 2nd nest 2016. A30-I


A30-C


First year cluster split 2016. Confirm 2nd nest 2017. A30-J


A30-G


Captured by A30-I 2018. A30-D


A30-H


A30-B


A06-B


A06-A


A08-A


A09-A


A09-B


A09-C


A10-C


Cluster captured by A10-B cluster 2015. Split back off 2016. A10-A


Y
New ETBO Take. No project associated with this.  Monitoring started 


May-2011. Take removed 4/4/2019.
A10-D


A10-B


Designated UC in 2018 - Change to No Buffer PC 2019 A11-A


A11-C







A11-B


A24-B


A24-A


A24-D


A24-C


A23-A


A23-C


Captured by A23-B 2018. A23-E


A23-B


A23-D


A20-04


A20-06


A20-05


DU Area, currently Not Managed (Last monitored 2011) A20-02


ACT = Active


PBG = Potential Breeding Group


NS = No Nest Single


NP = No Nest Pair


C = Captured 


I = Inactive


U = Unknown


Z = Tree(s) Active during spring Inspections, active no birds roosting or 


went inactive during or after nesting season


PC = Protected Cluster


UC = Unprotected Cluster


SRC = Supplemental Recruitment Cluster (Pre-2007 Army Guidelines)


DU = Depleted Uranium potential


NM = Not Managed


1 is Inactive (298), 1 is Single Male (108)


1 is INA







2 are INA







PBG PBG Z I PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG NP PBG Z NP NP PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG C PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG NP PBG NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG NP


PBG NS NP PBG I I I NS PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG act


PBG NS Z PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP


PBG PBG NS Z NS PBG PBG NP PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** NP PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG Z


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


2017 


Status


2018 


Status


2010 


Status


2011 


Status


2012 


Status


2013 


Status


2014 


Status


2015 


Status


2016 


Status


2019 


Status







PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP Z act


PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG PBG NP


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG NP NP NS NS PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG Z PBG NS PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


PBG Z NS PBG PBG PBG NS PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** I NS NS NS PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG C C C C PBG PBG PBG C act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG C C C PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG


I I I I NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


NP NS PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** Z I C PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** *** PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG I Z I I I PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


*** *** *** *** *** *** PBG PBG PBG







PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** U PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG


NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


Z I I PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG act


*** *** PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** PBG *** *** *** PBG PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG C PBG


NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


NP PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** PBG PBG act


PBG PBG PBG C PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG C C NP PBG PBG PBG


*** PBG NP PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP act


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG







PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NP NP PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG NS NP NS PBG Z


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** PBG C PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG C C C PBG PBG PBG PBG


PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG PBG


U U U


Total











Sept. 2019 C06-209


Sept. 2019 C06-210


Sept. 2019 C06-211


Sept. 2019 C06-213


Sept. 2019 C06-214


Sept. 2019 C06-215


Sept. 2019 CD1-216


Sept. 2019 C06-217


Sept. 2019 C06-219


Sept. 2019 C06-220


Sept. 2019 C06-221


Sept. 2019 C06-227


Sept. 2019 C06-228


FY19 Sept. 2019 C25-265


FY19 Sept. 2019 C25-266


FY19 Sept. 2019 C25-276


FY19 Sept. 2019 C25-277


Sept. 2019 C32-259


Sept. 2019 EOD-255


Sept. 2019 EOD-256


Sept. 2019 EOD-257


Sept. 2019 EOD-258


Sept. 2019 EOD-322


Sept. 2019 N20-019


Mo/Year 


Unprotected 


or Year 


Proposed in 


ESMC


2019 


Proposed 


Changes to 


Unprotect


Proposed 


Protected 


Cluster - No 


200 ft Buffer


Training 


Area - 


Cluster #







Sept. 2019 N20-020


Sept. 2019 N20-028


Sept. 2019 N20-029


Sept. 2019 N20-030


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-036


Sept. 2019 N20-037


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-040


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-041


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-046


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-054


FY19 Sept. 2019 N20-055


FY19 Sept. 2019 N21-045


FY19 Sept. 2019 N21-053


Sept. 2019 N23-048


FY19 Sept. 2019 N23-056


Sept. 2019 N23-057


FY20 Sept. 2019 N24-062


FY19 Sept. 2019 N25-061


FY20 Sept. 2019 N28-072


FY20 Sept. 2019 N28-073


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-066


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-067


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-068


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-074


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-075


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-076


FY20 Sept. 2019 N29-077


FY20 Sept. 2019 N32-081


FY20 Sept. 2019 N32-089


FY20 Sept. 2019 N32-095







Sept. 2019 S13-400


Sept. 2019 S13-401


Sept. 2019 S13-409


Sept. 2019 S13-416


Sept. 2019 S13-417


Sept. 2019 S14-402


Sept. 2019 S14-403


Sept. 2019 S14-404


Sept. 2019 S14-405


Sept. 2019 S14-406


Sept. 2019 S14-407


Sept. 2019 S14-408


Sept. 2019 S14-410


Sept. 2019 S14-411


Sept. 2019 S14-412


Sept. 2019 S14-413


Sept. 2019 S14-415


FY20 Sept. 2019 S17-428


FY20 Sept. 2019 S17-473


FY20 Sept. 2019 S18-497


FY20 Sept. 2019 S19-523


FY20 Sept. 2019 S19-524


FY20 Sept. 2019 S19-542


Sept. 2019 S20-543


Sept. 2019 S20-546


Sept. 2019 S20-554


Sept. 2019 S20-555


Oct. 2018 Sept. 2019 S20-556


FY20 Sept. 2019 S21-548







FY20 Sept. 2019 S21-558


Sept. 2019 S26-461


Sept. 2019 S26-462


Sept. 2019 S26-489


Sept. 2019 S26-490


Sept. 2019 S26-509


Sept. 2019 S26-510


Sept. 2019 S26-511


Sept. 2019 S26-533


Sept. 2019 S26-534


Sept. 2019 SD1-429


Sept. 2019 SD1-544


Sept. 2019 SD1-545


Sept. 2019 SD1-549


FY19 Proposed Protected Clusters with No 200 foot Bounary = 97
















































































































































DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
            US ARMY INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT COMMAND 


       ATLANTIC REGION 
            HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON 


1 KARKER STREET, MCGINNIS-WICKAM HALL 
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA  31905-5000 


 REPLY TO  
ATTENTION OF 


       September 11, 2019 
 
Natural Resources Management Branch 
 
 
 
Dr. Donald Imm 
Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
West Park Center 
105 West Park Drive, Suite D 
Athens, GA 30605 
 
Dear Dr. Imm: 
 
     Currently, there are varying marking strategies for identifying red-cockaded 
woodpecker (RCW) clusters and cavity trees that are designated as Protected Clusters 
(PC) on Fort Benning. We are proposing to standardize the marking strategy for all 
RCW cavity trees and clusters located within restricted or limited access Training Areas 
on the Installation. There are 97 PCs located within and outside the boundary of 
Training Area SD1 (South Range Complex) that we are proposing to match the marking 
strategy currently used for the majority of PCs located within the South Range Complex 
dudded impact area (Enclosure 1). All of the proposed clusters are located in Training 
Areas with restricted or limited access (Enclosure 2).  
 
     RCW cavity trees in these 97 clusters will be painted with a single band of white 
paint at breast height around the bole of the tree and will have no signs marking off a 
200 foot buffer zone. Training restrictions, outlined in the 2007 Army Guidelines, 
associated with PC designation will remain unchanged (Enclosure 1). The PCs 
proposed for this change are located in Training Areas that receive either minimal or no 
mounted and dismounted military training since they are routinely closed to civilian and 
military personnel access (Enclosure 3). This closure is primarily attributed to the 
Training Area’s location in proximity to or downrange of Training Areas that are 
impacted by range safety fans (Surface Danger Zones) resulting from live-fire military 
training operations, or is considered dudded with unexploded ordnance (Training Areas 
EOD and SD1). 
  
     The proposed change will provide consistency in how Fort Benning’s RCW cavity 
trees associated with PCs that are currently marked in the dudded South Range 
Complex with other restricted access dudded areas (Training Area EOD) and with non-
dudded Training Areas that are routinely closed due to the presence of Surface Danger 
Zones resulting from live-fire military training. Although protection of these RCW 
clusters and associated cavity trees is intrinsic due to the limited access by all 
personnel to these Training Areas, training restrictions associated with PC designation  







 
 


2. 
 
 
 
 
as outlined by the 2007 Army Guidelines will remain in effect. The Army, therefore, 
concludes that this action is not likely to adversely affect the RCW on Fort Benning.   


 
     Proposed action points of contact are Mr. Tim Marston, Wildlife Biologist at 706-544-
7069, email timothy.g.marston.civ@mail.mil or James Parker, Chief, Natural Resources 
Management Branch at 706-544-7081, email james.m.parker116.civ@mail.mil.  A copy of 
this letter has been provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - West Georgia Field 
Office.   
        
        Sincerely, 
         
         
         
 
         James M. Parker 
         Chief, Natural Resources Management 
              Branch 
 
Enclosures  
 



mailto:timothy.g.marston.civ@mail.mil
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