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INTRODUCTION 

In 1939, George C. Marshall, then a Colonel in the Infantry, wrote these 
words in the Introduction to Infantry in Battle: 

There is much evidence to show that officers who have 
received the best peacetime training available find themselves 
surprised and confused by the difference between conditions 
as pictured in map problems and those they encounter in campaign. 
This .is largely because our peacetime training in tactics tends 
to become increasingly theoretical. In our schools we generally 
assume that organizations are well-trained and at full strength, 
that subordinates are competent, that supply arrangements 
function, that communications work, that orders are carried 
out. In war many or all of these conditions may be absent. 
The veteran knows that this is normal . and his mental processes 
are not paralyzed by it. He knows he must carry on in spite 
of seemingly insurmountable difficulties and regardless of 
the fact that the tools with which he has to work may be 
imperfect and worn. Moreover, he knows how to go about it. 
This volume is designed to give the peace-trained officer 
something of the viewpoint of the veteran. 

His words are still valid today. The majority of military history is written 
at the division, corps, and echelons above corps level. Although the big 
picture is also important, company level leaders can better understand and 
learn from small unit actions - military history at an applicable level. 
Armor in Battle is not intended to be a carbon copy of Infantry in Battle, 
although the initial concept came frotn it. The concept behind Armor in 
Battle is to fill a void in military history. There has never been a dearth 
of small unit infantry actions, yet small unit armor actions are few and 
far between. This is an attempt to fill that void by providing an anthology 
featuring armored action starting with the very first armor battle in 1916. 
Additionally, Armor in Battle is designed to provide a turret's eye view 
of armored conflict military history at the small unit level. This 
anthology mainly revolves around platoon and company level actions, for 
it is from such accounts that company grade leaders can benefit most from 
military history. 

LEADERSHIP BRANCH 
UNITED STATES ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL 

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 

George Santayana: The Life of Reason, 1906 
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CHAPTER 1 

WORLD WAR I 
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"THE ENEMY~ IN THE LATEST FIGHT~ HAV~ EMPLOYED NEW 
ENGINES OF WAR AS CRUEL AS (THEY ARE) EFFECTIVE." 

CHIEF OE STAFF 
GERMAN THIRD ARMY GROUP 1916 





ARt-r)R IN BATI'LE, CHAPTER I 

THE FIRST ARM:>R BATI'LE: 

'lbe Sonme, September 15, 1916. 

Forty-nine Mark I tanks were used by the British during the Battle of 
the Sorrme, the first test of the tank in action. ONing to the fact 
that these vehicles had been secretly designed, built and delivered to 
the battlefield, 1 i ttle \ISS known apout them even by the troops who 
were to use them. Many questions concerning the new weapon had to be 
answered and many new problems pertaining to their tactical use, 
control and supply were hastily solved. Naturally, considerable 
confusion existed concerning the methods to be used since no precedent 
or past experience of any kind was available to serve as a guide. 

It \ISS finally decided that the tanks should start in time to 
reach the first objective five minutes ahead of the infantry, that 
they should be employed in groups of t\110 or three against strong 
points, and that the artillery barrages should leave lanes free from 
fire throu;Jh ~ich the tanks could advance. 

N:l special reconnaissance was made by the tank personnel and, 
consequently, the tank conmanders were not well informed as to the 
situation prior to the attack. lbwever, this \<as only one of the 
links in the chain of circlll\Stances ~ich, as we look back at this 
first tank action, appears to have been designed to insure its certain 
failure. In their book, 'ttle Tank Cor~, Major c. Williams - Ellis and 
A. Williams - Ellis, refer to €fie or ers issued for the tanks: "For 
every three tanks only one set of orders had been issued, and only one 
map supplied; consequently we had to grasp these orders before we 
passed them on to the other t\IA:> officers • • • • • • • H:>wever, at 5 
PM on the day before the battle these orders were cancelled and new 
verbal instructions substituted." 

A1 thou;Jh these first tank troops were severely handicapped, fate 
appears to have balanced the books by leaving to them the element of 
surprise, since the German troops awarently had no information 
concerning the tanks. 'Ibis extraordinary achievement of secrecy in 
the developnent, construction and shi pnent of these tanks seems the 
more remarkable when it is remembered that the British had been 
\IA:>rking on the tank project for nineteen months during which till\e 
enemy secret service agents were very active in England and behind the 
Allied lines in France. 

Instead of using this small number of tanks on a relatively small 
front, the 49 tanks were divided into four groups and assigned as 
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follows: 17 of the tanks to the 14th Corps, 17 to the 15th Corps, 8 
to the 3rd Corps, and 7 to the Fifth Army. Ten other tanks, all of 
wnich W3re unfit for action due to mechanical troubles, W3re held in 
GHQ reserve. This made a total of 59 tanks which were shipped to 
France prior to the first action. Many of these tanks had been 
practically worn out during training and demonstrations before leaving 
England. 

'lhe record of the Sornne tank activities is one of partial success 
only. 'lhe available data is meager and only a brief s~nary of the 
results can be given. Of the 49 tanks assigned for the action, only 
32 succeeded in reaching their 1 ine of departure, the other 17 
becoming stuck or breaking down mechanical! y. Nine of the 32 tanks 
were held up on account of mechanical difficulties; 9 did not succeed 
in leaving the line of departure on time and therefore did not move 
out with their infantry, but did succeed in helping to mop up; 5 
became stuck in the attack. Olly 9 tanks fulfilled their missions. 

O'le tank corrmander assisted the infantry troops in a difficult 
situation wnen they W3re held up by wire and machine gun fire, by 
moving his tank to a position wnere he could enfilade the trench from 
wnich the fire \laS coming. te then moved his tank along the trench 
and is credited with having caused the surrender of about 300 of the 
enemy troops. Another tank destroyed a 77 mm gun in Guedecourt. 
tater this tank \laS struck by a shell and cau;Jht fire. cne of the 
most successful exploits was observed by a British airman who reported 
that "A tank is \talkipg up High street in Flers with the British army 
cheering behind it." Althou:Jh Flers \laS known to contain a great 
many machine guns, it 'l«lS taken by this tank and its infantry without 
casual ties. 

very few casualties occurred among the tank personnel in the Somrne 
action. Of the 32 tanks which reached their starting points, ten were 
put out of action for the time being ·and seven were damaged slightly. 
The latter, however, managed to return under their oWi power. 
ANALYSIS 

'lhe experimental use of tanks on September 15th was not a great 
success but this test of the "tank idea" proved its feasibility, 
indicated the mechanical shortcomings of the vehicles themselves and 
from it many lessons were learned by the tank personnel, the infantry 
troops, and the higher coamanders. Considering the crooe design of 
these first tanks, the ignorance of all concerned with reference to 
methods of employment, the fact that this was the first test of a new 
and complicated piece of machinery under battlefield conditions, and 
the change in the orders at the last moment, it is not surprising that 
the results were only moderately successful. 

~printed from The Fighting Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, R:lrey, and 
Icks. 

1'lbe Tank Corps, Williams-Ellis. 1-2 
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CCXttBINED ARMS: 

First Battle of cambrai, November 20, 1917. 
In this action, which \ISS fo~ht over terrain suitable to tank 
operations, the chance for success depended, according to General 
Fuller's Toanks in the Great war, upon the attack being a surprise, the 
tanks being able to cross the large trenches of the Hindenburg 1 ines, 
and the infantry having sufficient confidence in the tanks to follow 
them. 

In addition to these factors, this attack involved the passage of 
the canal de 1 • ~caut, and what was at first tho~ht to be an 
important obstacle, the Grand Ravine. Pdded to these obstacles were 
the great bands of well made wire obstacles protecting the Hindenburg 
trenches. 

'lhe three wide trenches of this system proved to be one of the 
greatest obstacles of all since they were too wide to be crossed by 
the Mark IV tanks unaided; hence 350 fascines, weighing about one and 
a half tons each, had f<> be built. '1he plan for crossing these 
trenches is interesting. 'lbe tanks were divided into sections of 
three tanks, an advance guard tank and tw::> infantry tanks, the former 
having the mission of protecting the last mentioned tanks and the 
infantry as they crossed the wire and trenches. Since there were 
three trenches and only three tanks to the section, the arrangement 
for the crossing operation involved the following maneuvers by the 
tanks of each section. 'lhe advance guard tank passed thro~h the band 
of wire and, turning to the left without crossing the trench, used all 
weapons wilich could be bro~ht to bear from the right side of the 
tank, as it moved along the trench, to pro teet the passage of the 
other tanks and the foot troops following. 'lhe first infantry tank 
approached the first trench, dropped its fascine from the forward part 
of the tank and, crossing the trench and turning to the left, moved 
doW'l the right side of the trench and around its Pt:_escribed area. 'lhe 
other infantry tank crossed over the fascine of the first infantry 
tank and, going to the second trench, released its fascine and carried 
out the same maneuver. As soon as the second trench had been crossed 
by the last infantry tank, the advance guard · tank turned around, 
crossed both trenches on the fascines already laid and started for the 
third trench with its fascine ready for this crossing. 

'lbree details of infantry were assigned, the first to operate with 
the tanks in order to clear the dt.gouts, etc., the second to block the 
trenches at certain points, and the third to garrison the captured 
trenches and protect the approach of the rest of the troops. 'Ibis 
part of the plans for the cambrai action furnishes an excellent 
example of cooperation between tanks and infantry. 

1rnformation obtained from Toanks in the Great war, Mler. 
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'lb attain the surprise feature of the general plan, there ...as no 
preliminary bombardment; counter-battery w:>rk and a barrage of smoke 
and H. E. ...as to start at zero hour; there ...as no change in the 
airplane activities; no change of troops on the front lines; no 
registering shots were to be fired by the artillery; all moves were to 
be made at night; and no reference to the coming battle over the 
telephones . 

Tb give the infantry troops confidence in the ability of the tanks 
to cross a l l obstacles, the two were trained together and the infantry 
was invited to, and did, build severe obstacles which the tank 
personnel agreed to cross, and did cross, during the training period. 

'!he cavalry was given a part in this battle and some of the tanks 
were equipped with grapnels for the purpose of clearing a path through 
the wire for the horses. 

'!he Br i tish 'Ihird Army, assigned to the cambrai attack, consisted 
of six infantry divisions, a cavalry corps, 1000 guns, and the 
available Tank Corps of nine battalions with 378 fighting tanks and 98 
administrative vehicles, a total of 476 vehicles. 

Briefly, the plan of the 'Ihird Army was: to break the Hindenburg 
line, seize cambrai, Bourlon Wbod and passages over the Sensee river, 
then to isolate the enemy south of the Sensee and west of the canal du 
Nord and, finally, to exploit the success in the direction of 
Valenciennes. In the first phase, the infantry was expected to occupy 
a line Crevecourt - Masnieres - Marcoing - canal du Nord; the cavalry 
was then to pass through this line at Masnieres and at Marcoing, 
capture cambrai, cross the Sensce, capture Paillencourt and Pailluel 
and move with its right on Valenciennes. D.Jring this time the 3d 
Corps ...as to form a defensive flank on the right of the 'Ihird Army. 
'Ihe cavalry was given the mission of cutting the Valenciennes-Douai 
line to aid the 3d Corps in moving toward the northeast. 

At 6 AM General Hugh Elles led 350 tanks forward and the 
prearranged artillery fire started. The element of surprise played a 
big part in the success of the action. 'Ihe Hindenburg wire and 
trenches were reached and crossed as planned, much to the surprise of 
the defender, and Havrincourt, Marcoing, and Masnieres were captured 
and occupied. 

While the passage of the Hindenburg trenches was being made, many 
interesting incidents occurred. 'Ihe corrmander of a tank observed that 
the infantry aweared to be under fire, but none of the crew could 
locate the point from which the fire ...as coming. Finally, three 
infantry scouts advanced toward the tank by rushes. cne of them 
reached the tank and, with his hat on his bayonet, indicated the 
direction of the hostile machine guns. 'ftlis tank had orders to wait 
until the next tank dropped its fascine into the second trench before 
trying to cross, it having already dropped its own fascine. However, 
the infantry was under fire from guns which had been located, so the 
tank corrmander decided to attempt a crossing of the second line 
unaided. 'Ibis ...as finally accomplished and the tank made for the 
machine guns near the crest of a hill. 'Ihe German gunners made no 
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move to leave their position or cease firing~ they continued their 
fire regardless of the approaching tank until their ~~~~eapons and one of 
the gunners were crushed by the tank. 

In response to a signal from the tank commander, the British 
infantry now came forward without losses. Being too far ahead, the 
tank colll'l\ander could have \tlai ted for the rest of the tanks 'Nhich ~~~~ere 
coming with the infantry, but he decided to move on over the crest of 
the hill. As soon as he had done this, he observed four German field 
guns which were a short distance away and apparently prepared to fire. 
'lhe German gunners seemed to be as much surprised as the tank crew. 
Al tho1.J3h no doubt realizing that he \tlBS alone and unsupported, and 
that the guns could go into action before he could move his tank out 
of their field of fire, the tank commander gave orders for full speed 
ahead. 

With its ~~~~eapons firing, the tank made for the battery at about 4 
m.p.h., its highest speed, and the German gunners soon ~~~~ent into 
action. 'lhe first t'l«> rounds ~~~~ere high, then one gun fired short, the 
aim of the gunners, no dolbt, being somewhat influenced by the 
suddeness of the attack and the excitement of the moment. 'lhe tank 
colll'l\ander was at first undecided as to whether to zigzag in his 
approach and thus cause the gunners to re-lay, but, as the tank drew 
nearer, he decided against this course and continued straight for the 
center of the battery. 'lhe tank was a few yards from the guns \\'hen 
the upper cab was struck by a shell, temporarily dazing the crew. O'le 
man was fatally 'llOunded by a shell splinter. 'lhe crew recovered and 
the tank continued, moch to the surprise of the artillerymen. In a 
moment it was among the guns, the fire from its machine guns and the 
case shot from its six pounders wiping out the remainder of the gun 
crews. 

'lhe infantry and the other tanks arrived and the partly disabled 
tank moved out to aid in taking the next objective. N:l casual ties 
occurred among the remaining members of the crew during this part of 
the action although several were slightly wounded by bullet splash. 

'lhe next mission of this tank was to seize a bridge over a canal 
for the use of the troops following. 'llle route passed ~rough Msirie 
and, as the tank was passing through this place, retreating German 
artillery limbers were observed in another street making for the canal 
and the bridge. 'lhe tank commander followed the limbers and ordered 
his gunners to hold their fire, as he reasoned that the bridge 'llOuld 
not be blown up as long as the artillery was on his side of the canal. 
As soon as the limbers passed across the bridge, the German officer 
detailed to destroy the bridge came up to see if any more German 
troops were to use the bridge and found that tank upon it. 'lhe tank 
gunners fired at him but missed as he ran under ~e bridge to light 
the fuse. ~ of the tank crew quickly followed and shot him with 
their revolvers before he succeeded in lighting the fuse, thus saving 
the bridge. 'lhe tank moved forward into position to cover the 
approach to the bridge and await the coming of the infantry. 

When the infantry and another tank arrived, preparations were made 
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to return the tank that saved the bridge to its rallying point as the 
crew were by this time exhausted. Deciding to give them a little more 
time to rest before starting back, the tank comnander withheld the 
order to move back. Before the order was issued he was requested to 
aid an infantry company Which was being held up by fire from a nearby 
ridge • . Knowing he had only enou:Jh gas to reach the rallying point and 
that, by this time, all other tanks had gone back and, consequently, 
he would have no tank support, and believing that his crew was 
physical! y incapable of the additional effort necessary to take the 
strong point on the ridge, the tank commander at first decided against 
making this additional effort. As the infantry officer who had made 
the request moved away to return to his company, the tank conmander 
changed his mind and called for three volunteers from his remaining 
six men. 'Ihe six men responded. As soon as the tank reached the hill 
it came under very heavy fire from all directions. 'ttle machine gun 
being operated by the tank conmander janrned and, as the tank was now 
close to the German troops, he opend the front flap and fired at them 
with his revolver. Lead splash from bullets striking the open flap 
blinded the comnander, but case shot from the tank six-pounders drove 
the German troops from the ridge. Soon thereafter three shots from a 
German field gun struck the tank and set it on fire. His vision 
having improved somewhat by this time, the tank conmander moved his 
men from the tank and, taking charge of some of the many German guns 
left on the ridge, prepared to hold the position until the arrival of 
the infantry. With these \!Weapons and the small tank crew, which was 
au:Jmented by the arrival of an officer and three men from an infantry 
company, three counter attacks \!Were stopped and the ridge was held 
until the rest of the infantry arrived. 

Graincourt was the farthest point reached by the infantry troops 
during the 20th. '!be tanks continued on from this place but, due to 
the exhaustion of the foot troops by this time, no further gains could 
be made and held. At many points during the advance, heavy fighting 
took place. Pmong the most interesting encounters was the duel near 
Lateau w:>od between a tank and a German 5.9 inch howitzer. After the 
latter had, at close range, blown off a part of one sponson and before 
the howitzer gunners could load again, the tank struck the big gun and 
crushed it. . 

At all points along the advance the infantry and tanks cooperated 
as planned except in the case of one division operating near 
Flesquieres, which, according to General Fuller, had devised an attack 
formation on its own. 'Ibis information prevented the desired close 
cooperation between the division and the tanks and, as the tanks 
moved forward, they came over a ridge and found themselves under 
direct short range artillery fire from a single gun which is said to 
have knocked out several tanks before it was silenced. 'ttlese tanks 
evidently came over' the ridge one at a time in plain view of the gun. 

'ttle supply tanks were advanced to their new positions, the 
wireless tanks reported the capture of l>tircoing, and the tanks 
assigned to clear the wire for the cavalry opened up wide passages as 
directed. 'ttle tanks completed their part of the program by 4 PM. and 
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the successful conclusion of the first day• s efforts had more than 
justified the faith of the tank advocates in these vehicles. 

As no provision had been made for tank reserves in the general 
plan, the best of the remaining tanks and crews tNere formed into 
companies for use on the 21st. TWenty-five tanks aided in the capture 
of .Anneux and Bourlon Wood and 24 tanks helped capture cantaing and in 
the attack on Fontaine-tt>tre D:lme. At the latter place, 23 tanks 
entered the town ahead of the infantry. 'ttle Germans defended their 
p:>si tion from the top; of houses, firing at the tanks and throwing 
bombs on them. 'ttle British infantry WiiS so exhausted that it could 
not support the tanks and take advantage of the opportunity provided 
by them, so the tanks had to withdraw from the town. 

Infantry and tanks captured Bourlon Wood. 'ttle tanks then tNent on 
toward the town of Bourlon nearby, but, owing to casualties among the 
infantry, the troops available were not sufficient to capture and hold 
Bourlon. Tc:lnks and infantry attacked both Bourlon and Fontaine-Notre 
tame on the 25th and 27th but did not succeed in taking and holding 
either place. 'ttle plans made for the employment of cavalry tNere not 
carried out. 

The following incidents in the defense against tanks in Fontaine, 
published in 'll!lschenbuch der Tcmks, are given to illustrate the 
efficient methods used by both the offense and defense in this early 
instance of street fighting. 

The author and leader WiiS Lie~tenant Spremberg, comnander of the 
5th Company, Infantry ~iment 52. . 

My aim WiiS the village entrance to Fbntaine. S'lould the first 
tank succeed in coming out of Fontaine, our battalion was lost, since 
it would be subject to the flanking fire of the tank on an open field. 
With ttNenty men of my company I wheeled somewhat to the right, ran 
through the connecting trench on the double, in order to reach the 
first house before the tank arrived. My men with full packs, heavy 
lllllps of clay on their feet, rushed after me. No one held back, as 
each one realized his task at this moment. 

We saw the tank about 100 me~rs ahead of us advancing and holding 
the entire village street under its fire. lbtNever, we quickly sprang 
into and behind the yards. We had found a hand grenade dl.lllp in a 
previous assault on the village and tried at first to throw the hand 
grenades under the tracks of the tank. 'ttlat succeeded. 'ttle single 
grenades, however were too weak in explosive ability. I then ordered 
that empty sand bags be brought and four hand grenades to be placed in 
them, with one grenade tied near the top of the bag so that only the 
firing spring showed. In the meantime the tank, which had stopped, 
w:1s kept under steady rifle fire, particulary the eye slits, so that 
my assault group could w:>rk to better advantage. 

1From Taschenbuch der Tc:lnks, 1927, Or. Fritz aaigl. 
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'!hen came a favorable moment and Musicians Buttenberg and 
Schroeder, both storm troopers, rushed upon the firing giant and, from 
throwing distance, tossed .t~ bunched charges under the tracks. A 
single explosion, the tracks on the left side flew in the air, and the 
tank stood still. ~ this there \OJBS a cheer from our little group. 
'M approach \OJBS not to be thought of since the tank held everything 
under its fire. In a few minutes the fire ceased. Slddenly a second 
tank aweared, armed with cannon, and opened fire, penetrating the 
lower house \tlalls so that we had to flee into the farm yard. In spite 
.:>f that we placed it under rifle fire and saw to our dismay that it 
moved to the right side of the tank which we had disabled. Since we 
could not cross to the other side of the street, we could do it no 
harm even though it \OJBS only 10 meters from us. What happened? '!he 
second tank evacuated the crew of the first and, firing constantly, 
departed like a roaring lion. 

'!hen came information from my nonconmissioned officer post under 
1st Sergeant wtter ~om I had placed at the east exit from Bourlon 
Wood, that sixteen tanks were advancing against the west exit of 
Fontaine from Bourlon Wood. Volunteers to report to the regiment! 
Nonconmissioned officer Maletzki, ~ made his \OJBY through a heavy 
barrage, requested artillery fire. The tanks, some of which were seen 
at 10:30 were destroyed. '!he artillery, particularly the heavy 
artillery, had completely put them out. So it \OJBS with the a'l.glish 
infantry, ~. at about 2:00 in the afternoon, were on the defile of 
Bourlon Wood near the western village entrance of Fontaine in dense 
column march. 'Ibis time the heavy artillery fulfilled its obligation. 
'!he English infantry \OJBS destroyed. With that, the English attack \OJBS 

temporarily halted. 
(After 2 o'clock) We all know that the Englishman is tough. Near 

3 o'clock they organized another attack with 80 tanks deeply echeloned 
on a narrow front, and attacked energeticall}f, single tanks 
penetrating as far as the village of Fontaine. '!heir watchw::>rd then 
\OJBS clearly, "'Dike cambrai, cost what it mayt" 'Ihe first tank that 
came into Fontaine \OJBS c-47. We sat in a house and had prepared 
ourselves well with armor piercing anmunition and bunched grenades. 
"'!hey are coming!" \OJBS . heard. My orders went to each subordinate 
leader. We could hardly raise our heads over the lower window sills 
so heavy \OJBS the enemy machine gun and shell fire. It ~s necessary 

1From 'nlschenbuch der 'nmks, 1927, Dr'. Fritz Jeigl. 
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to flee to the yard since the shells fired from 10 meters easily 
penetrated the \~ells of the house. We let the tank go by and opened 
fire at nearly 20 meters on the eye slits in the rear walls, at 
leisurely but continuous fire with armor piercing amnuni tion. '!hen I 
saw a reservist firing with trembling hands from a window and hitting 
nothing. 'laking his gun, the first shot cracked, and a yellow flame 
came out of the tank. I repeated, shot once more, and already my men 
were yelling. "Hurrah, Ueutenant, you hit it!" I saw t'-"0 bright 
flames leaping from the rear. Everyone ran out, covered by the 
houses, behind the still-moving tank until it suddenly began to smoke 
and then stopped. '!he tank crew fired wildly at us so that none of my 
men could approach. After aoout five minutes the doors of the tank 
opened. Believing that the crew wished to surrender, we held our 
fire. But no, the crew had no thought of surrender, but continued to 
fire like fury, as they had only wanted fresh air. My co11lllalld \OtaS 
repeated to direct fire against the now closed doors. '!his incident 
per hap:; lasted seven minutes. All of a sudden everything in the tank 
\laS quiet; firing ceased. carefully we ran up, ripped open the door 
and found truly that the entire crew had met their battle death. 

New tanks were reported by 1st Sergeant Lutter. Ole of these 
monsters came along the road from Bapaune as far as the schoolhouse in 
spite of the fact that we continued to ply it with armor piercing 
ammunition. At this point on the road we had a machine gl.l'l that we 
had taken over from the 46th Regiment during a counter attack. Point 
blank fire \laS placed on the right side of the tank up to counter 
attack. Point blank fire \laS placed on the right side of the tank up 
to 5 meters, but then we had to flee to the house. '!he tank moved 
suddenly to the south part of the village and began to smoke. We 
followed; suddenly the crew threw smoke bombs and utilized the 
opportunity to escape to the cellars. We took possession of the tank 
but were unable to find any trace of the crew, ~ surely were 
provided with civilian clothing by the residents who remained. 

Suddenly {at 4 :30), behind us is heard a characteristic and well 
known din. We saw at the road bend toward cambrai, and awaited with 
delight, t'-"0 motor guns. O::>mnanding them \laS a keen captain who 
reported to me imnediately and became oriented. At once the captain 
placed one gun at the road bend toward Bourlon Wood and placed one, 
concealed, near the Bapaune road. 

Soon, through the defile, as into a rat trap, from Bourlon Wood 
came nine tanks toward Fontaine. '!he gun crews stood to their guns, 
burning with eagerness. '!he captain comnanded "Steady men, it will 
soon be time." Now the tanks are climbing out hardly 100 meters a\Otay. 
'!he comnand rings, "Papid fire!" '!he first tank rears upward, those 
following halt. Ole direct hit after another .strikes the tank 
company. '!he crews, which were left alive, fled and abandoned sound 
tanks. For us it \OtaS a rare fine moment. All praise to the motor 
guns and their personnel. 
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In Fontaine now were concentrated all available troops. '!he 
English appeared to have given up their desire for further advance. 

In a crater on the road to B:lpaLme lay a tank. Members of every 
possible organization had, with tremendous losses, attempted to storm 
the colossus. Constant! y, new troops of the steadi 1 y increasing 
units, stormed it and were regretfully required to retreat because of 
heavy losses. '!he tank crew defends itself well. '!hey mow doW"l in 
every direction with their machine guns. 30 to 40 brave field grays, 
some dead, some wounded, lie about the monster. My 1st Sergeant Lli:>an 
and t'Llsician Schoenwetter bend all their skill and succeed. Crawling 
along, using every crater for cover, they approach the monster and 
strike against the doors with rifle butts. The doors were opened and 
a single Englishman appeared. The rest of the crew were already dead. 
'Ihe Englishman who had defended himself so bravely was taken 
prisoner. 01e machine gun, the only one still capable of firing was 
taken as a trophy. 

By November 28th the tank units had become so depleted that it w:ts 
decided to withdraw two of the tank brigades. 'Ibis plan was carried 
out and, while it w:ts in progress, the remaining tanks and exhausted 
infantry had to bear the brunt of the strong German counter attack, 
which started on November 30th, and which, due to lack of preparation 
by the British for such a contingency, w:ts destined to turn the tables 
and practically wipe out the advantages gained in the brilliant 
victory of the 20th and 21st. By way of comparison of results, it was 
noted that an advance of 10,000 yards, from a base 13,000 yards wide, 
\'aS made on the 20th in about twelve hours, while at the 'Ihird B:lttle 
of Ypres, it required three months to effect a similar advance. The 
tank force at cambrai nunbered about 4200 men. The casual ties in the 
3rd and 4th Corps during the 20th exceeded 4000. 

Reprinted from The Fiqhting Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, Rarey, 
and Icks. 
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Bapa\IDe, A!..r;Just 21, 1918. 

'lbe plan was for the '!bird British 'Mmy to attack north of the 
Ancre toward Bapaune on Au;Just 21st, while the Fourth British 'Mmy 
attacked south of this river. ALgust 22nd was to be used by the '!bird 
'Mmy in preparation for a continuation of the attack of the 23rd. If 
success attended the efforts on the 23rd, both armies were to exploit 
any advantages gained, and the First 'Mmy on the north was to make an 
additional attack. 

'lb the '!bird 'Mmy were allotted the following: The 1st 'lank 
Brigade, consisting of one battalion of Whippets, one battalion of 
Mark IV tanks, one battalion of Mlrk V tanks, and the battalion of 
armored cars; the 2d 'lank Brigade, consisting of one battalion of 
Whippets, one battalion of Mlrk IV tanks, and one battalion of Mlrk v 
tanks; and the 3d 'lank Brigade consisting of tw:> battalions of Mark V 
tanks and one battalion of Mlrk V Star tanks. This army was to 
deliver the principal attack. The Fourth 'Mmy was to be assisted by 
the 4th and 5th 'lank Brigades, each of which had three battalions of 
Mark V tanks. Al thou:Jh 15 battalions were thus allotted for this 
action, these units were much reduced in nunbers of tanks available, 
due to the casual ties incurred in the Battle of .Ami ens, and the 
battalions at this time had only from 10 to 15 tanks each. 

About this time the Germans adopted new tactical methods of 
defense which consisted mainly in holding the front line lightly, as a 
1 ine of observation or outpost 1 ine, with their reserves and guns 
farther back, thus extending the depth of their defense. Q1 account 
of this extension and the difference in maneuverability oi the three 
types of tanks available, the Third 'Mmy arranged for the Mark IV to 
go no farther than the 2nd objective, while the Mark V and Mark V Star 
tanks were to aid in the attack on the 2nd objective and go as far as 
the Albert-Arras railway. The Whippets were to operate beyond the 
railway. 

In addition to Squadron No. 8 of the Royal Air Force, Squadron No. 
73 was attached to the 'lank Corps for use against German field guns. 

Starting at 4:45 AM, the Mark IV tanks and their infantry took 
the first objective and moved on to the second objective which was 
hurriedly evacuated by the German troops. 

A different situation was encountered, however, when the Mark v, 
Mark V Star and Wlippets arrived at the railway. 'Ulis line had been 
prepared for defense, and was strongly held by machine gun nests and 
by field guns placed well forward. In addition to these measures, it 
was found that the points on the railway which were not embanked were 
defended by concrete blocks and iron antitank stockades. The fog 
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lifted al:xmt the time the tanks arrived, with the result t hat they 
came under very heavy fire. A nll1lber of tanks were put out of action 
at this time but the infantry, 'hbo avoided the tanks, moved forward 
without many casual ties. cne of the Whippets socceeded in getting 
across the railway before the fog lifted but it was then right in 
front of the German guns and was p..1t out of action. 'ttle tank 
corrmander got his crew out of the tank and then went back to the point 
of crossing, under heavy fire, to warn the other tanks which were 
intending to cross at that point. As soon as the fog lifted, the 
planes designated for attacking field guns came forward and were of 
material assistance from this time on. At some points the German 
machine gunners and artillerymen fou:Jht to the last, 'hhile at others 
large groups surrendered before the tanks could use their weapons. 

'ttle crews of the Mark V and Vklippet tanks suffered severely from 
lack of ventilation, heat, engine fumes, and gas. In some cases the 
entire crew of the Mark V tanks fainted and the tanks were 
consequently out of action temporarily due to the fault in design 
whereby the crew compartment \laS not properly ventilated. After about 
an hour of operation, the Whippets were almost as bad in this respect 
as the Mark V tanks. ENen the weapons became hot, and the steering 
wheel, in one case, became too hot to hold. 

~e armored cars operated soccessfully after the Whippet tanks had 
to~ them throu:Jh a large hole in the road near Bucquoy. Passing 
throll:Jh this place, they entered Achiet-le-Peti t before the infantry 
arrived and put several machine gun nests out of action. ~ cars 
received direct hits at this place and were knocked out. 

'ttle objectives set for this date were gained. 'ttle cost in tank 
casualties was 37 out of the 190 tanks used. 

'ttle following account, which describes an instar.ce of a tank 
catching on fire during this action and which \laS written by L. A. 
Marrison, a member of the crew, was published in the ~yal Tank Corps 
Journal: 

By August 21st we were behind Courcelles and Gommecourt, where the 
enemy were concentrated in force. we were warned of tank traps, 
anti tank guns, and all sorts of other devices to entertain us. 'ttle 
weather was still mainly fine, which was lucky for us, for we slept at 
night beneath our buses. At least we were fairly safe from shelling 
and bombing • 

we went forward from the tape in an impenetrable curtain of fog. 
N:>t a leaf stirred, even the sound of the guns seemed blanketed. At 
eight o'clock we were in the thick of it, firing going on from all 
directions, the dense mist enveloping us, and none of us knowing 
exactly what was happening. 'ttlen all manner of accidents took place 
at once. 'ttle crew corrmander bravely got out of the bus to discover 
how we stood, and to get into tooch, if possible, with company 
headquarters; a few minutes later we were surrounded by Germans; one 
of them got under the six-pounder and fired his automatic throu:Jh the 
aperture; poor M:>rris at the other gun was shot throu:Jh the spine; 
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then the engine burst into flames. I told the gunners to blaze away 
like the devil with machine g\.K\5 and revolvers, while the rest of us 
seized the ptrene extinguishers and directed streams of acid on the 
burning engine. Dense anoke soon filled the cabin, and the rank 
stench of singeing rubber. we fought desperately, in terror lest the 
petrol went off. 'lhe gunners cleared the Germans, all but a 
persistent bagger who was crawling round the bus and firing through 
every loophole he could find. · 

Miraculously he wss missing us by inches, but he was just a bit 
more than we could stand. In sheer desperation I got hold of a Mills 
bomb, hopped out of the cab, and ran .aro\.1'\d the back, to meet him face 
to face as he wss returning. we both started back automatically; I 
suppose it \«)uld have been funny in other circl.lllStances. For a spare 
moment we looked into each other's eyes. I don't know what he read in 
mine, except sudden funk~· but the pistol slid from his fingers and he 
bolted rol.l'ld to the other side of the bus. 'Ibis gave me back some 
courage. I pulled out the pin, lobbed the bomb over the bus and 
cowered doWl in the shelter of its near side. 'lhe Mills went off all 
right, and fragments sang in the air overhead. 

I was shaking all over. 'lhe boys had opened the sponsons and were 
heaving out the anmunition. fibrris was on the ground, 1 ivid and 
speechless, his head wa99ing from side to side. 'l1le flames had got 
the upper hand, and the interior was a lurid inferno. '1\oJO stood at 
the doors and threw out all we could save - wedges from the six 
pounders; which he did, although he got badly burned. Mr. Allan 
returned then, to find his bus blazing merrily, arrmunition popping 
off, one of the crew dying, the rest pretty •dicky•. 

'lhat was the end of our jaunt that day. I found art way to Brigade 
with Mr. Allan's report, and we were ordered to withdraw. we· saw 
Morris to a field dressing station and returned to company 
headquarters. 
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EPahy, September 17, 1918. 

'Ibis action, carried out by the 'lhird and Fourth Armies and in 
cooperation with the 1st French Army, had for its purJ:X>se the capture 
of the Hlndenburg outpost line in order to secure observation over the 
main line and to permit the advancing of the artillery J:X>Sitions for 
the main attack. 

Tanks were not used until September 18th, when GHQ allotted the 
4th and Sth Tank Brigades to the Fourth Army. T'Nenty Mark V tanks of 
the 2nd Battalion, the first to arrive, supported the 3rd Australian 
Corps and 9th Corps over a wide front. Visibility was poor during the 
fight and the tank compasses in these tanks proved useful. 01 the 3rd 
Corps front, ~y \ORIS taken, many Germans surrendering upon the 
arrival of the tanks. '!he Village of R:mssoy \ORIS well defended by 
machine guns with armor piercing ammunition and by the German antitank 
rifles. 'ttle infantry was stopped in the attack on Fresnoy by heavy 
machine gun fire· coming from the strong point called the 
QUadrilateral, a strong fortified system of trenches and buildings 
which were an important part of the Fresnoy and Selency defenses. '1\«> 
tanks advanced against this resistance. 'lhe first one to arrive 
became ditched in a sunken road near the strong J:X>int and the intense 
machine gun fire prevented the crew from using the unditching beam. 
In the meantime the driver of the second tank had been killed and the 
assistant driver badly ~unded, so the tank comnander personally drove 
his tank, wnile the rest of the crew operated the guns until the tank 
cau;Jht on fire. As the crew left this tank, they were surrounded and 
captured by the Germans. '!he crew of the first tank then left their 
tank, removing their machine guns, and taking up a J:X>Si tion away from 
the tank, held the Germans off until the infantry arrived. '!he 
diversion of many Germany weapons to these t~ tanks had, in the 
meantime, so lessened the opposition· to the British infantry that it 
\ORIS able to advance without difficulty. R>nssoy and Hargicourt were 
also captured on this date, al thou;Jh the attack had not made rapid 
progress during the day. 

'!he advance w:ts not started again until September 21st, when an 
attack w:ts made by troops of the 3rd Corps against the Knoll, 
Guillemont, and Quennemont farms. Nine tanks in all, seven Mark V and 
two Mark V Star supported this attack. Di this action, land mines, 
field guns, anti tank rifles and machine guns using armor-piercing 
ammunition opposed the tanks. 'lhere were not enou;Jh tanks to take 
care of the German machine gun nests and the attack failed. 'lhe two 
Mark v Star tanks successfully carried their load of infantry machine 
gunners and their weapons forward, but the tanks were under such heavy 
machine gun fire when they arrived at their destination that the 
transportation troops could not be unloaded at the point designated. 

'!he next advarx::e w:ts started on September 24th with a view of 
completing the improvement of the line, wnich, on account of the 
determined resistance up to this point, had not yet been 

· satisfactorily effected. In the meantime the 8th, 13th, and 16th 
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Battalions, together with the 5th SUpply Company tanks had arrived. 
Nineteen Mlr.k V tanks of the 13th Battalion supported t~ divisions 
in the attack on this date against Fresnoy-le-Peti t and upon the 
QUadrilateral area, the previous attack having secured only a small 
portion of the latter stronghold. 'Ihe tanks were moved up to the 
assault position by the operating crews and the fighting crews were 
later carried forward by truck. During the final approach march, some 
difficulty was had on account of the semaphores of the tanks catching 
on the overhead signal wires. During this part of the approach march, 
the Germans used gas effectively, causing the tank ere~ to wear their 
masks for t~ or more hours and, when they had arrived at the assault 
position, German planes dropped flares over the tanks and they were 
subjected to heavy shell fire. Antitank guns were used effectively 
and about half of the tanks were put out of action. Infantry troops 
and three tanks entered the Quadrilateral but all three tanks were 
knocked out by one German gun. By night the British line had been 
broUJht to a point which flanked the Quadrilateral, and certain 
observation points had been gained, but the full object of the attack 
had not been accompli shed. 

'Ihe following account, which describes an instance of the use of 
tanks to carry infantry troops and of the effect of gas on the tank 
crew, was writtten by L. A. Murison, and appeared in the R:>yal Tank 
Corps Journal • 

In those late September days, with the daylight fading and the 
first leaf falling and the winter chill advancing, a new emotion came 
to warm us and cement us still more closely. 'lhis was the strange, 
exulting sense of victory that pervaded the air. You could feel it; 
you thrilled to it. OJr news room in those days of preparation was 
cro\Orled after the arrival of the official bulletins. 'Ihe nunber of 
prisoners became incredible; the swiftness of the advance amazing. We 
girded up our loins and ~rked feverishly to be ready for the crowning 
triumph. If we could capture cambrai and all the net~rk on 
corrmunications of which it was the center, the end ~uld be in sight. 
'lhe four years' depression was lifting at last. 

But I was not to see the end. My next engagement was the last. 
We advanced on the fPehy front against the famous QUadrilateral near 
Fresnoy-le-Petit. 'lhe Quadrilateral was the pivot on which the German 
d~fense hinged in this sector. Groups of cottages had been reinforced 
and fortified and encircled by an elaborate system of trenches. It 
was infested with field guns and anti tank guns, and simply bristled 
with machine guns. M.d we hadn't nearly enoUJh tanks that day to make 
good our losses. 

'10 save the storming troops till the last moment, we packed as 
many as we could inside our buses. Tc:llk about sardines! '!he infantry 
didn't enjoy their ride and vowed that the Tank Corps was a vastly 
overrated affair when it came to a question of comfort. But when they 
catght a glimpse of the "cloudburst" outside they were resigned to 
remain where they were. We dipped and dodged, taking advantage of 
every bit of natural cover there was, but the bombardment found us 
everywhere. However, it was the gas that defeated us. '!here is no 
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1-
saying how far we might have gone if we could have had free use of our 
faculties. But when the gas barrage drifted toward us and began to 
seep into our bus, we lNere handicapped as much as if we had been 
'blindfolded and handcuffed. 'll> clamp a boxrespirator over your face 
in a hermetically sealed cab with the temperature at a hundred degrees 
is a bit too thick. '!be sweat streams down, the damp folds cling to 
your face, the eye piece dim, you can see nothing at all and you feel 
you are suffocating. All the while the bombardment went on, 
concentrating on each tank as a spearpoint of attack. Slells missed 
us by hair's breadths; our sides were splintered with shrapnel and 
machine-qun bullets; we coul.dn' t see where to go or what to do; and 
the gas clung persistently round us. Pqain and again we pushed our 
hands into our respirators to sniff the air, but it was no use; the 
bus was permeated. 

We jogged along aimlessly, dodging, di-wing, zizagging, swinging 
away from shell craters that were su:idenly formed in front of our 
noses. At last it became intolerable. 'lhere 1Ne lNere, the engine 
roaring, the guns blazing, the cab stacked with explosives, seven of a 
crew and fourteen of the infantry with not enou::Jh air to keep an 
oyster alive. I couldn't stick it any longer. Besides, I couldn't 
see anything. I whi'pped off the mask and sniffed the air. It didn't 
seem so bad now, and the fact that I could see and hear was 
everything. 

Not long afterwards a terrible cramp seized me, right across the 
stomach. '!be pain increased, gripping me until I doubled up in agony. 
'lhen I began to vomit, violently, endlessly. EWerything seemed to be 
upheaving. I thou:;Jht it ';«)uld never stop. I cou:Jhed, spluttered, 
choked and retched, rolling on the floor with my knees up. I didn't 
care a cuss what happened to me. If the bus had blo't«l up it ';«)uld 
have been a blessed relief. Something did happen to the bus soon 
after, but not as bad as that. A shell pierced the rear sprocket and 
put us out of action. 'lhe crew had then a terrible fusillade to 
withstand before they could withdraw, during which the armor was twice 
penetrated by an antitank gun. Mr. Allan applied such remedies as he 
could find in the first-aid chest, but nothing seemed to help until 
the vomiting ceased. When evacuation was decided upon they wanted to 
take me along on a stretcher, but I had the decency to resist and 
hobbled back with them somehow, clinging to a couple of shoulders, as 
far as the field ambulance. IJ.Jckily for me they didn't inquire too 
closely into Itrf case at the c.c.s., for really it was all my own 
fault. 

By the time I was back the battalion had withdrawn to billets near 
dlangy, and the Armistice was signed before we were called upon again. 

Reprinted from 'lhe Fighting Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, Rlrey, and 
leks. 
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"HOT WORK, THIS." 

A good description of what a tank action looks like from the 
inside of a tank is contained in a report of the personal experiences 
of 2d Lt. Pauls. Haimbau:Jh, u.s. Army, one of the tank corrmanders in 
th 301st Battalion during the action on the 8th of October, an extract 
from which follows: 

* * * 'ttle dou:Jhboys spring to their feet and start forward. You 
urge your tank on unti 1 your are nosing the barrage; ahead the German 
distress signals flare in the sky. In a moment the enemy barrage will 
fall. Here it is, and it's disconcertingly close. You think maybe 
you better zigzag a bit, maybe you can dodge • em. 'ttle doL¥3hboys 
trudge sturdily on and here and there one sags "into a heap (shell 
splinters). Q1e shell nearly gets you as it bursts nearby with the 
rending crash peculiar to high explosive. Seems like it nearly lifts 
your tank into the air. A dozen ~ellt\atic hammers start playing a 
tattoo on the sides and front of your tank, and splashes of hot metal 
enter the cracks and sting your face and hands. 

well, it's up to you to locate the enemy machine guns and put them 
out. <l:>servation from the peep holes reveals nothing. You pop your 
head throL¥3h the trap door and take a quick look around. 'ttlere they 
are. A hasty corrmand to the six-pounder and machine gunners. crash! 
goes the port six-pounder, and the tank is filled with the fumes of 
cordite. A hit! A couple more in the same place and a belt of 
machine gun cartridges suffices to quiet that machine gun nest. 

"Come on Infantry!" As the tank passes, you see the grey forms 
sprawled grotesquely around their guns. You are glad the "bus" is a 
male for these six-pounders certainly do the work. 

Up ahead is a railway embankment and a sunken road, a likely place 
for machine gun nests. Tat-tat-tat! 'ttley•ve already begun to strafe 
you. Slipping from your seat you shout corrmands to your gunners. 
Picking targets they pepper away with the machine guns and 
six-pounders. 'ttle noise is terrific and the tank is filled with 
cordite and gasoline fi.IT\es. '!here is a sickening smell of hot oil 
about. You are pretty close now, so you order case shot and the 
six-pounders rake the embankment and road with iron case shot, with 
deadly effect. 'lhe place is a shambles-grey forms sprawled in the 
road--huddled in gun holes--lying in position about their guns. It's 
war, and you had to get them first. A half a dozen Germans scramble 
to their feet with hands upraised and you let them pas~ to the rear. 
"Come on Infantry!" 

Your tank surmounts the embankment and your hair raises for on a 
ridge 500 yards ahead are two 77's, sacrifice guns left to get you. 
crash! Another one which lands close sends a shower of dirt and 
stones against the side of the tank. Working like mad, your gunner 
sends four shells after the two guns. Good w:>rk, for they are 
silenced. Q1e member of the two gun crews is able to run away. 

Beads of perspiration stand on your forehead. Hot work this. 'lhe 
combination of pow1er and gasoline fl.llles, the smell of hot oil and 
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the exhaust begins to daze you but you pJll yourself together and 
rL1tlble on. 'Ihe infantry swings along behind, bombing dLgouts and 
"mopping up," assisted by your running mate, a female tank armed with 
machine guns only. 

It's a mile to your objective now, but it's a mile of thrills. 
You get "shot-up," put out a half dozen machine gun nests; clean up 
another sunken road with machine guns placed every ten feet along it. 
A one-pounder in a hedge scares you with several well placed shots 
before it goes "west." Some German artillery observer, way back, 
spots you; and chases you over the landscape, dropping now a shell in 
front and then in back of you. ~re is our objective! You wait for 
the infantry to come up and your crew enjoys a breath of fresh air. 
After the infantry has dUJ in and consolidated its position, you turn 
towards the rallying point. 

'Reprinted from 'lbe Fighting Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, Rarey, and 
leks. 
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TANK VERSUS TAM<: 

VILLERS-BRETCHIWX, APRIL 24, 1918. 

Fourteen heavy tanks tNere assigned for this action. 'Ihey tNere 
formed into three groups and assigned: three tanks to the 228t~ 
Infantry Division, six to the Fourth Guard Infantry Divison, and fiv!,. . 
to the 77th Ieserve Infantry Division. '!be first t~ groups were to_ 
attack Villers-Bretonneux in conjunction with the infantry and the 
last group was to attack cachy. 

Among the instructions given to one group commander the fol1owi~ 
items appeared: "No. 3, the coi'IIMJ'1der•s tank will be the guide; the 
other two will follow at a distance of 200 meters in echelon to the 
right and rear. If, during the combat, the infantry should request a 
tank, their request is to be granted in any case. Six men of the 
207th Infantry will be assigned to each tank as patrols." 

~motor trucks, loaded with fuel, anmunition, intrenching tools, 
etc., were assigned to each group. 'Ihese vehicles were to follow 
their groups, by bounds. 

'Ihe terrain was very favorable for the use of tanks. 'Ihere were 
few obstacles and the fields over which the attack was to take place, 
tNere dry. 'nlere was a heavy fog at the start and a heavy bombardment 
was carried out during the approach march to prevent the British from 
hearing the noise made by the tanks. 

Engine trouble in one of the tanks reduced the number 
participating to 13. Group No. 1 left its starting point, just in 
rear of its infantry front line, at 6:50 A.M. crossed the German front 
line at 7 A.M. and the British front line shortly thereafter. 'Ihe 
British troops and especially those in 'Nell concealed machine gun 
nests which, due to the heavy fog, the Germans had not discovered, put 
up a good fight, bringing all available tNeapons to bear upon the 
tanks. After a short but sharp engagement, the British infantry and 
machine gunners surrendered to the tank personnel and were turned over 
to the German infantry. 

'Ihe commander's tank of Group No. 1 advanced under heavy infantry 
and artillery fire, to within .lOO yards of Villers-Bretonneux, when it 
was discovered that the infantry was not following. It turned back to 
regain contact and soon wiped out four more machine gm nests which 
had been firing on the tank from the rear. Iejoining the infantry, 
this tank moved to the eastern ed:Je of the to\tJ'\ under heavy machine 
gun fire and overcame several machine gun nests at this point. 'Ihe 
tank and its infantry then entered the town. 

'Ihe other two tanks of this group cleaned out strongly intrenched 
machine gun nests which \olilere holding up the German troops and, after 
reaching the town where they again supported the infantry attack, they 
joined tank No. 3, according to plan, near the tile factory. 'Ihe 
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factory had been made into a large machine gun nest. The three tanks, 
using their heavy guns, shot it to pieces. Six British officers and 
160 men surrendered. After the German infantry had arrived at the 
tile factory, tanks No. 1 and No. 2 moved against an airdrome, also 
heavily armed with machine guns, and destroyed it. After wiping out 
several machine guns in houses, where more prisoners were taken, they 
reached their objectives at aoout noon, and, having reported their 
departure to the infantry commander, returned to their starting point. 

Group No. 2 crossed the German front line a little after 7 AM and 
attacked a strong point along the railroad embankment from the front, 
flank and rear, silencing its guns and permitting the infantry to 
advance. One tank cleaned out a trench nearby and captured 15 
prisoners. TWo of these tanks moved past the railroad station and one 
of them fired upon approaching British reinforcements. The other tank 

_was having trouble with its gun recoil mechanism but managed to 
..c- silence several strong points, and the t~ tanks, by opening fire on 

the Bois d' Aquennes and the British reserves west of it, aided the 
German infantry to enter these woods. 

Tank No. 3 cleaned out the British first line, caused several 
casualties, and took 30 prisoners. It then captured a switch trench 
with 40 prisoners and rooved toward a fortified farm. It reached the 
farm after a breakdown, and silenced the machine guns located there. 
The mechanical trouble continued, but before the tank stopped the crew 
was able to break down strong resistance south of the railroad 
station, capturing one officer and 174 men. Finally, the carburetor 
jets became stopped up and the tank could not be moved, so the crew 
went forward without it. Later, the commander returned to the tank, 
changed the jets and made another attempt to roove the tank. He 
succeeded in getting it started but soon ran it into a large shell 
hole which had just been dug by a shell that exploded in front of the 
tank. As the tank entered the hole i t turned over. It was therefore 
temporarily abandoned but later brought back to a safe position. 

Tank No. 4 reached the British front line trenches at 7:10 AM, 
cleaned them out and attacked a fortified farm south of the town, 
where it cleared the way for the infantry. Joining tanks No. 1 and 
No. 2, the three vehicles moved against Bois d' Aquennes and stopped a 
British counter attack. Tank No. 5 became lost on account of the fog. 
It carne under heavy machine gun fire and the driver was wouooed. When 
he was hit, he lost control of the tank. '!be engine stopped and the 
tracks were held fast by the brakes, which jammed. The commander used 
some of his men as an infantry detachment until the tank was repaired' 
when, with the men remaining, he moved the tank toward the Bois d 
Aquennes, cleaning out a few machine guns which were in the trenches 
crossed by the tank. 

Tank No. 6 advanced at the proper time but its infantry did not 
follow. '!be tank came under heavy fire but went on until it was aoout 
20 yards from the British line, when ooth engines stopped due to 
overheating. '!be driver had been wounded and the substitute driver 
was oot with the tank. After the engines cooled off the commander 
brought the tank back to the German lines. 
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Group No. 3 lost a tank soon after the action started. 'Ibis tank 
advanced with its infantry's first wave, successfully attacked several 
machine gun nests and portions of the trenches, but soon thereafter it 
struck a hole and turned over on its side. According to the account 
of this action, the British troops had started to lay down their arms 
and the tank conrnander had ordered his crew out of the tank to 
support the infantry troops on foot, when the British took up their 
arms and shot most of the tank crew. O'le member of the crew succeeded 
in getting back to the German lines and one was captured by the 
British. 'lhe captured man gave information to the British concerning 
the German tank troops. 'lhe German infantry retreated at this point 
and the tank was bloW"l up by a German officer since it could not be 
brotght back. Apparently this officer did not make a good job of it 
for the tank was later captured by the British in fair condition. 

Tank No. 2 moved· toward Cachy and attacked several machine gun 
nests including one which had held up the infantry advance for over an 
hour. 'Ibis tank then advanced to a point aoout 700 yards from cachy, 
firing on the British position at the village. M:. this point British 
tanks aweared and the first, and much discussed, tank-against-tank 
action occurred. 'lhe German account states that one of the German 
tanks was stopped by artillery fire and another one was forced to 
retreat in the initial encounter. As the second . tank was moving back, 
it was ~t out of action by a direct hit from the right. Another 
shell struck the oil tank. It>wever, the conmander finally succeeded 
in saving the tank and moved it back, a 1i ttle over a mile, to the 
German 1 ines. 

The British counter attack won back part of the ground captured by 
· the German advance and this caused a change in the plans for using 

tank No.3. It was .intended that this tank should suppor:-t the attack 
on Gentelles, but, since this failed, the tank was sent against cachy. 
There it fired upon the eastern edge of the village. tater, however, 
since the German infantry did not plan to storm cachy, the tank was 
released, whereupon it returned to the assembly point. 

Tank No. 4 was also used in the attack on cachy. It succeeded in 
cleaning out several machine gun nests and got into position where it 
could enfilade a 200-yard trench, thus causing some casual ties and 
driving the remainder of the garrison back. 'lbward noon the tank 
conmander noticed that the German infantry were retreating from the 
direction of Cachy. Sa turned his tank in that direction, stopped 
the retreat, and moved his tank toward the village. When within aoout 
900 yards of Cachy, he came upon a nllt\ber of Br'itish tanks which were 
approaching from the German right . flank. Slortly afterward other 
British tanks made a frontal attack. 'lhe British tanks opened fire 
with their machine guns and the German tank replied with its heavy 
gun. 'lhe second shot struck a British tank and set it on fire. Soon 
thereafter this gun struck another British tank. 'lhe crew of one of 
the British tanks evacuated their tank and were shot down. The other 
British tanks left the field, being followed by machine gun · fire to 
within 200 yards of Cachy. · Jllring this action the German cannon 
failed after the second British tank was struck, so, had the British 

' 1-21 



kno~ it, they tNere on even terms as regards type of tNeapons. 'lhe 
German infantry again moved against cachy but, as they did not enter 
the to~, this tank \18S released and returned to its assembly point 
after having been in action eight hours. 

These detachments entered the action with 22 officers and 403 men. 
Of this force, one officer and eight men were killed, three officers 
and 50 men were ~unded, and one man \tlas captured. 'I'A'elve of the 13 
tanks were bro~ht back to the German 1 ines. 1 

M account of the use of German tanks, written by an English 
officer who corrrnanded a front 1 ine company which \18S attacked by these 
tanks on April 24th states that unusually accurate machine gun fire 
\18S being received on his support trench and that orders tNere given 
for his men to keep their heads do~. When this fire ceased he stood 
up to observe the sources of the fire and saw an enormous and 
terrifying iron pill-box with. automatic weapons bearing down upon him. 
83 got doW'\. in the trench and the tank passed over him. 'lhe tracks of 
the tank tNere within three feet of his face as he lay in the trench. 
After it had crossed he stood up and fired his pistol at the water 
jacket of the rear machine gun. Being warned by his men, he looked 
around quickly and· saw a large German crash into the trench, his 
bayonet sticking into the parados. Several other Germans ran toward 
the trench but they tNere all shot do\tl'l by the garrison. text, another 
German tank aweared, moving along and shooting the men in the front 
trench, crushing them, or firing into them if they tried to leave it. 
In this advance, the tanks tNere aided by German light automatic 
gunners who followed the tanks. In addition to these 1 ight guns, the 
German foot r troops carried flame throwers which they used on the 
trench garrison. ~wever the flames only reached to the parapet, so 
that men were not severely burned. 'lhey tNere scorched, however, and 
had to throw off their equipnent. Riving cleared up the first line 
trench, the tanks tNent on to the second trench, and now a third German 
tank appeared followed by German infantry. 'lhese troops bayonetted 
the remaining members of the first trench garrison. When the third 
tank started for the second trench, · the officer and the garrison of 
the second trench retreated. All but five of this group tNere shot 
doW'~. before a nearby rail\18y cut \18S reached. 'lhe first tank 
approached the cut firing on the group at this point as they ran do~ 
the rail\18y. These shots went over their heads, however, as the 
machine gun in the tank could not be depressed eno~h to strike them. 
Removing his collar and tie for easier breathing, the officer 
reporting this action, a member of this group of five, outran the 
Germany infantry. Hi! organimd a counter attack later with men from 
various regiments. Hi! \18S w::>unded during this affair and, while on 
nis way back to the first aid post, met a tank company corrrnander to 
whom he related the attack by the German tanks. 'Ibis officer at once 
ordered British tanks forward to attack the German tanks. 
Reprinted from 'lhe Fighti!19 Tanks Since 1916, by Jones, R:lrey, and 
Icks. 

1From an account published i n the British Army QUarterly. 
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THE Aft'ttOOED ROAOOLOCK (June 1941} 

Wlen Germany lall'lched her attack a:Jainst R..lssia on the 
mornin:J of 22 June 1941, Anny Group North junped off from 
positions along the border separating East Prussia from 
Lithuania. Ch D plus 1 the 6th Panzer Division, which was part 
of Army Group North, 

\ 

A RUSSIAN TANK OBSTRUCTS GERMAN 
ADVANCE IN SOUTHERN LITHUANIA 

(23-24 June 1941) 
0 f I 4 • MILii 

was ordered to occupy the Lithuanian to 'Nil of R:>ssienie and thence 
to seize the t'NO vehicular bridges across the Dlbysa River north­
east of the to'Nil (map} • After R:>ssienie \laS taken the division 
was split into cont>at teCII\5 R arrl S, which were to establish t'NO 
bridgeheads, Cootbat 'learn R being assigned the bridge nearest 
Lydavenai, a village situated alroost due north of J«>ssienie. By 
early afternoon both colunns had crossed the river and CX>I'~tact 
was established between the two bridgeheads. 

Moppi_ng-up operations aroll'ld its bridgehead netted Cootbat 
Team R a number of prisoners, about 20 of wham, including a first 
lieutenant, were loaded onto a truck for evacuation to J«>ssienie. 
Che Gennan sergeant was placed in charge of the group. 
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About half-way to Rossienie the truck driver suddenly noticed 
a Russian tank astride the rocrl. 'As the truck slowed to a halt, 
the tcisoners p:>lllced upon the driver and the sergeant, and the 
Russian lieutenant lunged for the sergeant's machine pistol. In 
the struggled that ensued, the p:>werful German sergeant freed his 
right ann and struck the lieutenant such a hard blow that he and 
several other Russians were knocked down by the impact. Before 
the prisoners could close in again, the sergeant freed his other 
arm and fired the machine p:>stol into the midst of the group. 
'Ihe effect of the fire was devastirg. Only the lieutenant and a 
few others escaped; the rest were killed. 

'1be sergeant and the driver returned to the bridgehea1 with 
the empty truck and informed their comnandiD!J officer that the 
only supply route to · the bridgehecrl was blocked by a heavy tank 
of the 'IN type. 'Ihe R.Jssian tank crew had mean'Ahile severed 
telephone comnunication between the bridgehecrl and the division 
canmand p:>st • 

'D1e R.Jssian plan w:~s not clear. In estimating the situation, 
the bridgehecrl commander felt that because of the encounter with 
the tank an attack against the rear of the bridgehead w:~s to be 
expected; accordirgly, he organized his force · imnediately for 
all-aroll'ld defense. An anti tank battery w:~s moved to high ground 
near the comnand p:>st, one of the oowitzer batteries reversed its 
field of fire so as to face southwestward, and the engineer 
canpany prepared to mine the rocrl and the area in front of the 
defense p:>sition. 'Ihe tank battalion, 'Ahich ...as deployed in a 
forest southeast of the bridehecrl prepared for a counterattack. 

Dur iD3 the rest of the day the tank did oot move. 'D1e next 
mornirg, 24 June, the division tried to serxi 12 supply trucks 
from F«:>ssienie to the bridgehead. All 12 were destroyed by the 
Russian tank. A German reconnaissance patrol sent out around 
noon could firxi oo evidence that a general R.Jssian attack ...as 
imperxiirg. 

The Germans could not evacuate their wounded from the 
bridgehecrl. Every attempt to bypass the tank failed because any 
vehicle that drove off the the roa1 got stuck in the moo and 
fell prey to Russians hidirg in the surroundirg forest. 

On the same day, an anti tank battery with 50-mn. gllls ...as 
ordered to work· its way forward arxi destroy the tank. 'Ihe 
battery confident! y accepted this mission. 'As the first guns 
approached to within 1,000 yards of the KV, it remained in place, 
apparently U'la....are of the German movement. Within the next 30 
minutes the entire battery, well camouflaged, hcrl worked its ....ay 
to within firiD!J raD!Je. 

Still the tank did oot move. It ...as such a perfect target 
that the the battery commander felt that it must have been 
damaged and abandoned, but nevertheless decided to fire. 'lhe 
first round, fran about 600 yards, was a direct hit. A secorxi 
and third roll'ld followed. 'lhe troop; assembled on the hill near 
the coot>at teCITI' s comnand p:>st cheered like spectators at a 
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shootirg match. Still the tank did not move. 
By the time the eighth hit w:lS s::ored, the Russian tank crew 

hal discovere1 the position of the firirg battery. Takirg 
careful aim, they silenced the entire battery with a few 76-mn. 
shells, which destroye1 t't.O guns aoo damage1 the others. Havirg 
suffered heavy casual ties, the gun cre\IS were withdrawn to avoid 
further losses. Not until after dark could the damaged guns be 
recovered. 

Since the 50-mn. anti tank guns had failed to pierce the 
3-inch armor, it was decide1 that only the 88-mn. flak gll'l with 
its armor-piercing shells 't.Ould be effective. 'Ihat same after­
noon an 88-mn. flak gll'l was pulle1 out of its position near 
R:>ssienie and cautiously moved up in the direction of the tank, 
which was then facirg the bridgehecrl. Well camouflaged with 
branches and concealed by the burned-out German tanks lining the 
roal, the glll safely reached the edge of the forest ard stopped 
900 yards from the tank. 

Just as the German crew w:lS maneuvering the gun into posi­
tion, the tank swurg its turret aoo fired, blastirg the flak gun 
into a ditch. Every roll'ld s::ored a direct hit, and the gun crew 
suffere1 heavy casualties. Machine;ll'l fire fran the tank made it 
imJ;X>ssible to retrieve the gll'l or the bodies of the German dead. 
'Ihe Russians hal allowed the glll to approach urrlisturbed, knowirg 
that it w:lS no threat \tilile in motion and that the nearer it came 
the more certain was its destruction. 

MeanWhile, the bridgehead's supplies were r unning so low that 
the troops had to eat their canned emergency rations. A staff 
meeting w:lS therefore called to discuss further ways and means of 
dealirg with the tank. It was decide1 that an e03ineer detach­
ment should attempt to blow it up in a night operation. Wlen the 
ergineer canpany aske1 for 12 volunteers, the men were so anxious 
to succeed Where others had failed that the entire company of 120 
volunteered. He ordered the canpany to count off ard chose every 
tenth man. '!he detachment was told about its mission, given de­
tailed instructions, ard issued explosives and other essential 
equipnent. 

lhder cover of darkness the detachment moved out, led by the 
canpany conmander. '!he route followed was a little-used sandy 
path with led past Hill 400 and into the 't.Oods that surrounded 
the location of the tank. As the e03ineers approached the tank, 
they could distinguish its contours in the pale starlight. After 
removirg their boots, they crawled to the edge of the road to 
observe the tank more closely and to decide how to approach their 
task. 

St.rldenl y there was a noise from the opposite side of the 
road, ard the movement of several dark figures could be dis­
cerned. '!he Germans thought that the tank crew had dismounted. 
A manent later, however, the sound of tappi03 against the side of 
the tank was heard and the turret was slowly raised. '!he figures 
harded somethi03 to the tank crew, and the sound of clinki03 
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dishes could be heard. The Gennans concluded that these TNere 
partisans bringing food to the tank crew. 'Ihe temptation to 
overp::>wer then was great, aoo it probably would have been a 
simple matter. Such an action, however, would have alerted the 
tank crew aoo perhaps have wrecked the entire scheme. After 
about an oour the partisans withdrew, and the tank turret 'laS 
close::l. 

It w:1s about 0100 hours before the engineers could finally 
get to work. They attached one explosive charge to the track and 
the side of the tank and withdrew after lighting the fuse. A 
violent explosion ripped the air. The last ecooes of the roar 
had hardly faded away \then the tank's machinegms began to sweep 
the area with fire. The tank did not move. Its tracks appeared 
to be dama;ed, but no close examination could be m~e in the 
intense machina.;Jll'l fire. ll:>ubtful of success, the en;;rineer de­
tachment returned to the bridgehead and Be its rep:>rt. Ole of 
the twelve men was listed as missin;;r. 

Shortly before daylight a second explosion was heard from the 
vicinity of the tank, again followed by the soum of the machine­
gll'l fire; then, after some time passed, silence reigned once 
more. 

Later that same morning, as the p!rsonnel around the conmand 
p::>st of Cont>at Tecrn R TNere resl..lllin:J their nonnal duties, they 
noticed a barefoot soldier with a pair of boots tnder his arm 
crossin; the bivouac area. Wlen the comnaooin; officer hal ted 
the lone w:inderer , all eyes turned to 'latch. 'Ihe colonel 'laS 
heard askin; the soldier for an explanation of his U1'11lilitary 
appearance. Soon the SOll'ld of their voices became inaudible as 
the two principles in the little drama en;aged in earnest 
conversation. 

Jls they talked, the colonel's face brightened, and after a 
few minutes he offered the soldier a cigarette, which the latter 
accepted, visibly enbarrassed. r'inally, the colonel patted the 
soldier on the back, shook his ham, an:l the two parted, the 
soldier still carrying his boots. 'Ihe curiosity of the onlookers 
was not satisfie::l until the order of the day was established, 
together with the following eKtract from the barefoot soldier's 
rep::>rt: · 

I 'laS detailed as an observer for the detachment that 'laS 
sent to blow up the Russian tank. After all preparations had 
been m~e, the company comnander and I attached a charge of about 
double the nonnal size to the tank track, an:l I returned to the 
ditch \tbich 'laS my observation p::>st. 'Ihe ditch 'laS deep enou:Jh 
to offer protection against splinters, an:l I waited there to 
observe the effect of the explosion. 'Ihe tank, however, covered 
the area with sp::>radic machinegtn fire followin; the explosion. 
After about an oour, when everything had quieted down, I crept to 
the tank aoo excrnined the place where I h~ attached the charge. 
Hardly half of the track 'laS destroyed, and I could fioo m other 
dcrnage to the tank. I returned to the · assembly p::>int only to 
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fim that the detachment haj departErl. W"lile lookin:J for my 
boots I fot11d that another demolition charge had been left 
behim. I took it, returnErl to the tank, climbErl onto it, and 
fastened the charge to the gl.ll barrel in the oor;e of destroying 
at least that part of the tank, the charge not being large enough 
to do any greater damage. I crept ll1der the tank and detonated 
the charge. The tank immediately covered the edge of the forest 
in machinegll1 fire W'lich did oot cease ll'ltil dawn, when I was 
finally able to crawl out fran umer the tank. W"len I insepected 
the effect of the demolition, I saw, to my regret, that the 
charge I haj usErl was too weak. The gm was only slightly 
damagErl. t4X>n returning to the assembly p:>int, I found a pair of 
boots, which I triErl to put on, but they were to small. Someone 
had apparently taken my boots by mistake. 1hat is W'ly I returned 
barefoot and late to my company. 

Here \liaS the explanation of the missing man, the morning 
explosion, am the secom burst of machinegll1 fire. 

Three German attempts had failed. 'lhe tank still blocked the 
roaj am could fire at will. Plan 4, callin:J for an attack on 
the tank by dive bombers, had to be canceled W'len it was learned 
that no such aircraft could be made available. Whether the dive 

dual-put•pose 88mm 
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bombers could have succeeded in scoring a direct hit on the tank 
is questionable, but it is certain that anything short of that 
would not have eliminated it. 

Plan 5 involved a calculated risk and called for deceiving 
the tank crew. It was hoped that in this way German losses would 
be kept to a minimun. A feint frontal attack was to be executed 
by a tank formation approaching fran various points in the forest 
east of the rooo W"lile another 88-mn. glll was to be brou;ht up 
fran Rossienie to destroy the tank. The terrain was quite 
suitable for this operation; the forest was lightly w:>oded and 
presented no obstacle to tank maneuver. 

The German armor deplo:yed and attacked the R.Jssian tank from 
three sides. The Russian crew, clearly excited, swung the gun 
turret arollld and arol.lld in an effort to hit the German tanks 
which kept up a continuous fire fran the woods. 

Rl.ESIAN IN TANK demolished by the Germans, July 1941 

Meanwhile, the 88-mn. glll took up a position to the rear of 
the tank. The very first round was a direct hit and, as the crew ' 



tried to tum the g1..11 to the rear, a secorrl arrl third shell 
struck home. J't'brtally ~LD1ded, the tank remained motionless, but 
did not bum. Four more 88-rrm. armor-piercirg shells hit their 
mark. 'lhen, following the last hit, the tank gm rose straight 
up as if, even now, to defy its attackers. 

The Germans closest to the tank dismol.D1ted and moved in on 
their victim. ~ their great surprise they fourrl that but t~ of 
the 88-rrm. shells had pierced the tank armor, the five others 
havirg made only deep dents. Eight blue marks, made by direct 
hits of the 50-rrm. antitank g1..11s, were found. 1he results of the 
ergineer attack hcrl amol.D1ted to only a damaged track arrl a slight 
dent in the g1..11 barrel. ~ trace of the fire from the German 
tanks could be fourrl. Driven by curiosity, the Germans climbed 
onto the · tank and tried to open the turret, but to no avail. 
Suddenly, the g1..11 barrel started to move again arrl most of the 
Germans scattered. Q.lickly, t~ engineers dropped harrl grenades 
through the hole made by the hit on the lower part of the turret. 
A dull explosion followed, and the turret cover blew off. Inside 
were the mutilated bodies of the crew. 

'!he Germans had come off fX>Orly in their first encomter with 
a KV at this point of the front, one sirgle tank havirg succeeded 
in blocking the supply route of a strorg German force for 48 
hours. 

ANALYSIS 
A fascinating accol.D1t of the holdout of one well-trained tank 

crew. Had the crew used their mobility to escape after the first 
day, they almost certainly could have done so; possibly they had 
orders to stand arrl die in position. 
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TASK FORCE TmNER 

The German-Italian Panzerarmee Afrika lllder Field-Marshal 
Erwin Rommel conducted a successful offensive across North Africa 
from mid-January throUJh early September 1942. '!heir drive 
carried them 600 miles fran El J\gheila in Libya to the vicinity 
of El Alamein in Egypt. 'Ihe crlvance w:iS bllllted by the British 
Commonwealth's Eighth Army, under its new commander Field-Marshal 
Bernard r-t>ntganery, at Alam Halfa. 'Ihe extended German lines of 
ccmnlllication (LO:) and supply and dwioolirlJ carbat strel'lJth 
forced R:rnmel to halt his offensive. He selected Q3ttara Depres­
sion, protectirg his left (north) arrl right (south) flanks re­
spectively. Across his front he emplaced a vast minefield 
varyil'lJ 2 to 4 miles in depth aoo extensively outp:>sted by his 
infantry. In a secooo echelon, his anti tank lllits and remainil'lJ 
infantry were positioned to contain any breakthroU]h, while from 
a third echelon his armor p:>ised a colllterattack. It WiS 
Rommel's conviction that his position must "be held at all 
costs." 'Ibis priority was emphasized in his instructions to GEN 
George Stl..ll'llle, woo replaca:3 Rommel on 22 September \olben the 

-latter WiS evacuated to Germany for treatment of an intestinal 
ailment. 

With this respite fran German attack and behioo their own 
defenses, the British be:Jan a tremendous resupply, reorgani­
zation, and training trogram to supp:>rt a colllteroffensive. 
Montgomery "ffUld not be rusha:3. He SOUJht a decisive combat 
advantage and intended to completely defeat the Panzerarmee \olben 
he attacka:3. 

Montgomery opened the battle on 23 <Xtober with ~ration 
· LIGH'IYOOT. 'Ihe British held the advantage in air superiority by 
3:1 and grol.lld superiority by 2:1 in men, tanks, artillery, aoo 
AT glllS. 

en 25 Q::tober, the British attack bogged down; so to restore 
the momentlln, fo'k>ntganery commi tta:3 the X Armored Corps throUJh 
his infantry. In the oorth, 1st Armored Division of X Corp; 
attacked an XXX Corps sector between the 9th Australian and 51st 
Highlaoo Divisions and crlvanced across Rlase Line OXALIC or 
"Kidney Ridge. • · 

'Ihe 1st Armored Division conmander, K:J Raymond Briggs, in­
teooed to penetrate Rommel's defensive lines and advance across 
the Rahman Track, W"lich served as the Afrika I<orps lateral supply 
route. 'lbere he felt that the 1st Armored Division could win a 
battle of manewer on terrain of his own chooSil'lJ, free of the 
constrictions of the German minefields. 

en the 25th and 26th, the 1st Armored Division's attack WiS 
contained, as were other British efforts. At Hitler's insist­
ence, R:mmel had returned on the evening of the 25th fran his 
convalescent stay in Germany and comterattacked sharply on the 
26th egainst the 1st Armored's sector. His anti tank weapons 
coverirg the slope of Kidney Ridge, west of PL OXALIC, exacta:3 . a 

2-8 



heavy toll of British armor. 'lb the south, 51st Highland 
Division gained PL OXALIC at objectives Stirling and Nairn on 
the night of the 25th, with infantry. It should be noted that 
\tilen the 1st Armored Division lamched its attack through the XXX 
Corps, the 9th and 51st Divisions continued to hold their origi­
nal line in the 1st Armored Division sector. 'Ihus \tohen the 1st 
Armored Division attack failed, the division passed back through 
the XXX Corps Divisions that still maintained the original line. 

Briggs of 1st Armored Division was impressed with the 
successes on his flank and roodified his plan of attack. He saw 
that he must offer cover to his advancirg tank col~.~nns as they 
traversed the minefields. 'lb do th~s, he planned infantry night 
attacks to seize IX>Sitions that would secure a line of departure 
(LD) for his crlvancing tanks and IX'Otect their flanks. 'Ihe 
objectives were designatEd WOOtCCX::K am SNIPE. 'Ihe mission to 
secure SNIPE was given to the 2d Battalion of the 1st Armored 
Division's 7th MotorizEd Rifle Brigade. 

The experienced 2d Battalion, 7th fttltorized Rifle Brigade, 
was carrnamEd by L'IC Victor Turner, a veteran of 15 months' 
service in the desert. 'Ihe battalion wss reinforced for its 
mission am referred to as Task Force (TF) TURNER. 

On the 25th and the roorning of the 26th, 2d Bat tal ion 
operat£0 as a mine field (clearir¥J) task force. As tank mits 
'Nere mable to crlvance without infantry support, the 2d Battalion 
remain£0 the van of the attack, sufferirg heavy casualties. 
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'Ihe combat elements of TF TURNER were to attack at 2100 hours 
26 Q::tober, behirrl a rollirg artillery barrage that \t.Ould com­
mence at H-5, to secure SNIPE, redu::ing obstacles and outposts 
durirg their advance. The advance was to be on an azimuth of 233 
degrees but could be corrected to follow the barrage should there 
be a deviation. 01 reachirg their objective, a flare signal 
would start the advance of the support elements: AT gl.l'ls, med i­
cal section, arrl arrmuni tion arrl supply trains umer MAJ Tom 
Pearson, the executive officer. Pearson wss to return the trans­
ports to friendly lines as soon as they were unloa:!ed. About 
0700 hours 27 Q::tober, the 24th Armored Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division, was to link up with TF TURNER arrl then attack to the 
Rahman Track in coordination with the advance of the 2d Armored 
Brigade, 1st Annored Division, fran W:>odcock. TF TURNER was to 
"make a night dash through enemy-held col.l'ltry, to establish an 
islarrl of resistance until the arrival of 24th Armored Brigcrle 
next morning and to continue oolding it W'lile the tanks operated 
forward." 
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Brigadier T.J.B. Bosvile, the comnarrler of 7th ~torized 
Rifle Brigade, coordinated a line of dep;trture in 51st Highlarrl 
Division's sector. The attacking elements of the task force were 
to cross the line of dep;trture in a movement-to-contact forma­
tion. 'Ihe mountoo scout platoons of A arrl C Canpanies were to 
lead abreast, followed by their compmies, dismounted in open 
colLmn-A Canpany to the right (north) arrl c Canpany left (south). 
The command-communication group and engineers were to march 
between these canpanies. B Canpany, dismounted, was to follow in 
the center rear, its s::out platoon remaining at the line of 
departure to lead the follow-on support elements. 

The barrage commenced on s::hedule, and the task force crossed 
its line .of departure in premoonlight darkness without incident. 
After a short march, it was app;trent that the barrage was falling 
more west than southwest, arrl a few minutes was lost in 
reorienting the colllt\Tls. 'Ihe advance was unopposed, but on 
several occasions the scouts engagoo small groups of retreating 
enemy. A group of 20 German engineers was captured without 
resistance, about 3,000 yards out. 

Lieutenant Colonel '1\.lrner became increasingly apprehensive 
about his location, having changoo direction to follow the 
barrage; so he called for snoke on the objective. 'Ihe rotnd 
larrloo within 300 yards of his position arrl, W'len unable to 
discern any terrain advantage at its point of impact, Lieutenant 
Colonel Turner adjustoo his unit dispositions arrl establishoo a 
perimeter without further advance. lbwever, in the featureless 
desert, neither TF TURNER nor the artillery spotter rourrl had hit 
objective SNIPE. '1\Jrner' s base was actually about 900 yards 
south-southeast of SNIPE. 

At 0015 hours 27 October, the task. force radioed and signaled 
by flare, "position securoo." Major Pearson movoo out with the 
support elements. His group had been under intermittent 
artillery fire since 2345. At 2330 an aircraft had attackoo his 
position under flare illunination and destroyed several vehicles 
including prime movers o"f the anti tank canpany. Fn route their 
move was unopposed;' but, owing to the air attack, only 19 of the 
22 6-pourrl guns arrl a small portion of the medical section closed 
on '1\.lrner' s base. Dr. Arthur Picton, the task force surgeon re­
mainoo at the line of departure with his ambulances treating cas­
ualties of the air attack. 

'Ihe rifle comp;tnies had taken up positions around-the-clock: 
A Canpany, 7-12, C Canpany, 4-7; arrl B Canpany, 12-4. Telephone 
lines tied each comp;tny command post to the task force command 
p:>st. Scout platoons of A arrl C Canpanies movoo out to probe 
northwest and southwest respectively. 'Ihe anti tank guns were 
dispersoo arourrl the oval perimeter, by the 239th Battery (-) on 
the oortheast end and the guns of 2d Battalion's antitank comp:my 
canpleti ng the ring. 'Ihe scouts of A Canpany returnoo without 
incident, but those of C Comp;tny engaged and dispersed an enemy 
platoon on the east slope of Hill 37 arrl before their witMrawal 
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ha:l surpris8:3 with hasty fires a force of sane 35 tanks and 
support vehicles on the \lieStern slope of the same hill. '!his 
unit was later identified as a mixed German-Italian force 
designated the Stiffelmayer Battle Group. Moonlight and poor 
enany light discipline reveal8:3 a secorrl large tank park at 
approximately the oortheast 8:3ge of objective SNIPE, probably a 
battalion of the 15th Panzer Division. Except to the east, 
numerous other enemy positions \liere also identified by their 
canpfires aoo vehicle lights. By 0345 Major Pearson completed 
offloa:ling supplies and returned to frieooly lines at 0545 with 
the nonfighting vehicles arrl prisoners. 

In the moonlight, Lieutenant Colonel '1\lrner ~s able to 
assess his situation. 'IF T~ER's perimeter was a slight de­
pression about 900 yards long (SW-NE) by 400 yards wide. 'Ihe 
area ha:l formerly been a German supply point. 'Ihe loose saoo 
made the preparation of firing positions a nightmare. 

'1he almost flat scene, stretching for a mile aoo a half 
all rol.lld, shado\lied by the faint anonymous folds and . ripples 
of the desert, was overlook8:3 by the slight elevations that 
form8:3 the mrizon on all sides except the south. Patches of 
low, scrubby, canel' s tmrn stippl8:3 am darken8:3 the desert 
canvas here and there, affording some exiguous cover for 
tmse wh:> knew mw to use it. 

'Ihis scrub exteooed into the ·shallow oval in \tbich the 
garrison ha:l taken station arrl they ha:l been quick to dig 
trenches, knowing \liell, ootNever, that full daylight w:>uld 
smw the ne8:3 to alter their dispositions. 'Ihe excellence of 
their concealment and digging, indeed, sav8:3 them from a 
great many casualties ••• The gun-pits were never really 
pin-pointed by the enemy. '1\lrner ooted, m\liever, that the 
faint urrlulations the scni:> provid8:3 sane strip:; arrl zones of 
dead grol.lld W'lich an equally experienced enemy could p.It to 
advantage in an attack upon him. 
0345 hours marked the initial antitank engagement. A small 

group of tanks was seen advancing fran Hill 37 toward SNIPE on a 
route that w:>uld carry them through '1\lrner' s Base. In the 
darkness the first tank was allowa:l to approach to a range of 30 
yards before it ~s engaged by the right-flank gill in C Company 
sector. "The shot glowed . red-hot as it sunk into the 
armour-plate and the tank burst into flames. At the same time a 
Russian 7.62-mn self-propell8:3 gm was likewise knock8:3 out and 
'bre\lied up' on A Canp1ny• s sector ••• " 

At 0400 murs Turner's artillery forward observer left the 
base to fioo a site from W'lich he could adjust fire. He became 
lost; aoo tmugh he returned to British lines, he ~s mable to 
return to '1\lrner' s base. 'IF TlRNER was severe! y haoo icapped. 

The first major tank engaganent at Turner's base occurr8:3 at 
dawn. ~en the German armor began to move from their night 
placanent to daylight positions, many mov8:3 toward Turner's base. 

'Ihe dawn ~s shattered as eight or nine· gills barked with the 
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6p1r's sharp, high velocity crack. 'lbe results were spectac­
ular. Eight tanks and self-propelled gt11s were destroyed to 
the north (all bei113 foum derelict on the battlefield subse­
quently) Cl'ld a further eight were claimed from Teege' s battle 
group to the southwest of which three were still derelict on 
the grol.l'ld a month later. t4X>n the t11fortunate crew; \tbo 
attempted to escape the machinEHJuns IX>ured their streCIIls of 
bullets. 
At. 0730 hours, 24th Armored Brigade crested Kidney Ridge 

alo113 Line OXYLIC. 
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n..o toousarrl yards aheoo they saw a strorgP>int of guns and 
weaP>n pits C~norg the camel's thorn, with a sprinkling of 
burnt-out Getman tanks hard by. N:>t recogni zirg \that \ISS 
intended to be their own 'pivot of manoeuver,' they promptly 
opene1 fire on it with high explosive. 

'I\Jrner's intelligence officer contacted the leading squadron, 
which cease1 fire; oowever, the remairrler of the brigade contin­
ued to shell 'I\Jrner' s base. 

As 24th Arrnore1 Brigade began to move toward him at 0800 
oours, Turner saw about 25 Getman tanks movirg into firirg P>Si­
tions on Hill 37. 'Ihe anti tank gtns of TF TURNER took them l.llder 
fire; arrl after they hoo destroye1 three of them, the elements of 
the 24th Armored Bridgade that ¥Jere still firing on the task 
force finally recognize1 their friends arrl shifte1 their fires to 
the enemy positions. 

Ole-half oour later, the 24th Arrnore1 Brigooe closed on 
Turner's base. In the open terrain the partially masse1 British 
tanks offered a lucrative target, and all available German gl.D'ls 
fire1 on them. Within 15 minutes, seven British tanks arrl t'MJ 
anti tank gtns had been destroyed. 'Ihe 24th Armored \ISS force1 to 
withdraw. 

'!he fierceness of the fighting that ensued throt.ghout the day 
arrl the courage with which the men of 'IF T~ER face1 the enemy 
are characterized by the efforts of an antitank gun crew: 

The three remainirg Italian tanks, their machine-guns 
blazing, were row within 200 yards. 'Ihe silent glD'l seeme1 to 
be at their mercy. Their bullets were beating like rain upon 
the gtn-shield and kicking up spurts of sarxi in the shallow · 
pit. Calistan, who all this time hoo been keeping them in 
his sight with utmost concern, W"lile he \lei ted for the cmnu­
nition, laid with coolness arrl deliberation. With three 
shots he killed all three tanks, W"lich adde1 their confla­
grations to toose of the other six. 
At 1700 hours, the final thrust of the German cotnterattck in 

the Kidney Ridge sector advance1 fran SNIPE on a west-to-east 
axis F5St the rortheast tip of 'I\Jrner' s base, to \lard positions 
row occupie1 by the 2d Annore1 Brigade along Kidney Ridge. 'Ihe 
lead element of the German force consisted of 40 tanks accom­
panie1 by self · propelle1 guns. This formation tnwi ttirgly 
exposed its southern flank to the anti tank gtns of the 239th 
Battery in the north east sector of· Turner's base. 'Ihe 239th 
Battery opened fire at raD;JeS between 200 and 300 yards. All 
four guns score1 hits. 

In two minutes a dozen tanks ¥Jere crippled,. half of them 
in flames. 

'lllese few gtns it \ISS, therefore, that brot.ght R:>rnrnel' s 
counterattack to a starxistill on this sector. Surprise1 arxi 
shaken, with half his forty tanks halted in confusion and 
several of them burning fiercely, arrl firxiing himself row 
attacked frontally by 2d Armoured Briqade as ¥Jell, . the enemy 
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ccmnamer calle1 off his attack, withdrew am took cover in 
low grol.lld to the west of Kidney Ridge, twenty-five minutes 
after he h~ be:Jlll his inteme1 attack. 
'IF Tl.RNEH was wi. thdrawn to British lines at 2315 • 

• • 
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• Othar tlnb, SP, 1111 01, ate. 
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Yarclt 

500 750 

'lbe gll'ls of 'SNIPE' am their victims. 

• 

'IF TlJ{NEH occupied a p:>si tion for approximately 23 hours on 
27 Novent>er. Durirg that period it destroye1 a confirme1 total 
of 32 tanks, 5 self-J:Xopelle1 gms, and several miscellaneous 
tracke1 am wheele1 vehicles. A conservative estimate places at 
20 the mnber of additional tanks and self-propelled gll'ls hit, 
but recovere1 fran the battlefield. 'Ihe total of 57 (+) enany 
arrnore1 vehicles destroyed ~s oot wi. thout cost to the British. 
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Of the total task force stre03th of approximately 300 men and 19 
anti tank g1..11s, on1 y 200 men a1d 1 anti tank g1..11 returned. Five 
operational anti·tank guns h~ to be destroyed by Turner's men. 

'Ihe German forces were negligent in their light discipline, 
which must be strictly enforced in a desert enviroment. 

The British force suffered from several instances of 
misnavigation througoout the battle. 'lbe loss of the forward 
observer could have been more critical than it ~s. His diffi­
culty in ~dition to the fact that SNIPE was never reached merely 
illustrates the extreme difficulty in night navigation on flat 
desert terrain. 

The need for close coordination between the ~vance party and 
the 24th Annored Brigade was graphically illustrated by the near­
tragic friendly fire upon TF TUrner. 

Meam~hile, the Gennan co1..11terattack's failure at 1700 hours 
on the 27th ~s a direct result of their having flanked them­
selves to 'lF Turner. 'Ibis is inexcusable consideri03 the first 
German tanks fell }X'ey to TF TUrner at 0345 hours earlier that 
day. Comterattack forces must have access to accurate enemy 
information from the lJ'li ts in contact. 

The story of TF Turner illustrates many of the difficulties 
and mistakes \tohich one can encounter in desert ~rfare. In par­
ticular, the importance of canbined arms is reaffirmed; without 
infantry and artillery support, the German armor fell easily to 
the dug-in guns of TF Turner. · 
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Action at Schmidt 

Tanks Try to Cross the Kall 
· Before daylight the next morning (4 November) , the tankers of 

captain lbstrup's Canpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, warmed up 
their motors for another try at traversing the precipitous trail 
across the river. 'Ihe 1st Platoon, coomamed by 1st Lt. Raymond 

E. Fleig in the forward tank, was to leoo. 
Lieutenant Fleig's tank hoo only just entered the woods am 

beg1.11 to oovance along the slippery narrow ~ods trail W'len it 
was jarred soodenly by an explosion. It hoo strock a mine \<Which 
had evidently gone 1.11detected W'len the engineers had swept the 
rooo. AltooUJh m one was injured, the mine disabled a track, 
am the tank p:~rtially blocked the trail. (Map 24) 

'Ihe platoon sergeant, s. Sgt. Anthony R. Sp:>oner, suggested 
winching the other tanks arol.l'ld Lieutenant Fleig's imnobilized 
tank. Using the tow cable fran Fleig's tank and the tank itself 
as a pivot, Spooner winched his own secom tank arolli"Xi and back 
onto the narrow trail. Fleig. boarded \<What now became the leoo 
tank and oontinued down the trail, directing Sergeant Spooner to 
repeat the process to get the remaining three tanks of the 
platoon around the obstacle. 

As Lieutenant Fleig oontinued to inch his tank down the dark 
trail, sharp curves in the rocrl which hcrl not been revealed in 
previous map stooies necessitated moch stopping and backing. The 
lieutenant noticed that his tank was tearing away part of the 
thin left shoulder of the trail but considered the damaJe rot 
serious enoUJh to hold up vehicles in his rear. With slow, 
p:~instaking effort, he mooe his way toward the river, crossed the 
bridge, am proceeded up the op{X>site slope. '!here the route 
presented little difficulty except for three switchbacks \tbere 
Fleig hoo to dismount am direct his driver. It was just begin­
ning to grow light W'len his tank churned alone into Komner­
scheidt. 

Back at the start of the W>oded {X>rtion of the trail, 
Sergeant S{X>oner socceeded in winching the three remaining tanks 
of the platoon around the · disabled tank. Sgt. Jack L. Barton's 
tank in the lead came around a sharp bend made even more precari­
ous by a large outcropping of rock from the right bank. Despite 
all efforts at caution, Barton's tank partially threw a track and 
was stopped. captain lbstrup came forward to determine the 
difficulty am directed the next tank in line under Sergeant 
SPJoner to tow Sergeant Barton's leoo tank back onto the trail. 
'Ihe expedient worked, and the track was righted. Using S{X>oner' s 
tank as an anchor, Barton successfully ro1.11ded the curve. \\hen 
he in turn anchored the rear tank, it too p:~ssed the obstacle and 
both tanks continued. 
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Map 24. 

TANKS ON THE KALL TRAIL 
4 November 1944 

• DISABLED TANK 
"'t- 1ST AND 2D 8NS AID STATION 

- ROCK OUTCROPPING 

Contour int•rYol 20 m•t•rs 
0 

Making contact with U.eutenant ltJston, W'lose engineer platoon 
fran Canpany B, 20th Ergineers, was \\'Orkirg on the trail, captain 
lbstrup asked that the engineers blow off the projecting rock. 
'!he lieutenant hoo no demolitions, but he made use of three 
German Teller mines that had previously been removed from the 
trail. 'lbe resul tirg explosion did little more than nick the 
sharPest projection of rock. 

'Ihe last tank in line, S:Jt. James J. Markey's, in spite of 
difficulty with a crumblirg left bank, arrived at the rock out­
cropping a few minutes later. 'Ihe engineer platoon assisted in 
guidirg it safely arourrl the berrl. Al.toough four tanks were now 
past the initial obstacles of the narrow trail, the last three 
hoo sane distance to go before they W>uld be in a position to 
assist the defense of Konlnerscheidt and Schmidt. It \toeS still 
not quite daylight. 

Action at Schmidt 
Sunrise on 4 November was at 0732. A few minutes before came 

the noise of enemy artillery pieces opening fire, and a hail of 
shells began to crash amorg the hastily prepared defenses in the 
southern edge of Schmidt. 'Ihe shelling \talked back and forth 
through the toWl for more than thirty minutes. Canirg fran at 
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least three directions--northeast, east, and southeast--the fire 
w:1s so l ntense that it seeeme1 to many of the infantry defeooers 
to originate from every angle. 

In line to meet the expected enemy coll'lterattack the 3d 
Battalion, 112th Infantry, as previously noted, was in a 
perimeter defense of the toW'l. 'Ib the east and southeast Company 
L defeooe1 the area between the Harscheidt aoo Hasenfeld aoo 
Straoch rooos. Canpany I, with only t\ttO rifle platoons and its 
light machine gll'l section, hoo its 2d Platoon on the north aoo 
its 3d Platoon on the northwest. A section of heavy machine guns 
fran Canpany M was with Canpany L aoo another with Canpany K, 
W'lile the remaining heavy machine gll'l platoon ~tas on the north 
edge of town coverin;, an open field aoo \tt0ode1 draw to the north 
near the 2d Platoon, Canp:iny I. 'Ihe 81-nm. mortars were du;J in 
on the northern . edge of toW'l near the machine gll'l platoon, aoo 
the battalion conmand p:>st ~tas in a pillbox just west of the 
Kamrnerscheidt road 300 yards from Schmidt. Antitank defense con­
sisted of li1Carnouflage1 mines hastily strung across the Hlr­
sche idt, Hasenfeld, am Straoch rooos am covere1 with snall arms 
and organic bazookas. 

Probably the first to sight enemy forces ~tas Company I' s 2d 
Platoon on the left of the Harscheidt rooo. Shortly after daW'l a 
runner rep:>rted to Capt. leyrnond R. lbkey at the company CP that 
observers hoo sp:>tte1 sane sixty enemy infantry in a patch of 
thin \ttOOds about a thousaoo yards oortheast of Schmidt, seemingly 
millin;, aroum forrnin;, for an attack. Havin;, no camrnl.B'lications 
with his platoons except by nmner, Captain lbkey left: irrmErli­
ately for the 2d Platoon area. Altho1.J3h the artillery forward 
observer at Canpany I' s CP promptly put in a call for artillery 
fire, for same reason the call prodoce1 oo result until moch 
later. 

Company M machine gll'lners with the left flank of Company L on 
the east fire1 on ten or fifteen enemy soldiers wtx> emerge1 from 
the \ttOOds and dashed for a group of houses at Zubeoochen, a 
settlement north of the Harscheidt rooo. Fran here the Germans 
evidently inteooe1 ·to regroup and make their ~tay into Schmidt. A 
section of 81-nm. mortars directe1 its fire at the houses, 
scoring at least one or t\ttO direct hits, and observers saw 
Germans crawlin;, back toward the woods. 

Other enemy infantrJ'Inen continued to oovance from the north­
east. Canpany I' s 2d platoon anploye1 its snall arms weap:>ns to 
repulse a ~tavering, ll'lcoordinated effort, prece1e1 by light 
mortar fire, which was launche1 against its northeast p:>si tion, 
p:>ssibly by the group seen earlier readying for an attack. 

A heavier assault strook alroost simultaneously against the 
right-flank p:>sition of Canp:iny L along the Hasenfield rooo on 
the southeast. Automatic riflemen with the defeooin;, platoon 
opened up as the enemy crossed a snall hill to the front. A 
German machine gll'l less than fifty yards aw:1y at the base of a 
building in the li1Cleare1 southeastern Erlge of Schmidt returne1 
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the fire. Wlen a squad leader, s. 9;Jt. Frank RipPerdCIII, cr<lwled 
forward with several of his men until he was almost on top of the 
enemy g1.11, five enemy soldiers junped up, yelling in En:Jlish, 
"D:m't smot! ll:m't shoot!" Sergeant Ripperdan arrl t\\0 other 
men stood up to accept the expected surrender, only to have the 
Germans junp back quickly into their emplacement arrl open fire 
with the machine glll. Dropping cgain to the ground, the sergeant 
directa:i a rifle grenadier to fire at the machine glll. Ripperdam 
saw the grenade hit at least two of the Germans, but still the 
machine:Jlll fira:i. cne of the Canpany L men suddenly sprarq erect 
and ran for'IBrd behind the slight coocealment of a sparse 
hedgerow, firirq his rifle in a one-man assault. 1he Germans · 
shifted their glll and raked his body with fire, killing him in­
stantly. Sergeant Ripperdan arrl the remainill3 men wi ttrlrew to 
their defensive ring, but the Germans too had evidently been 
discourcga:i, for there was no more fire fran the p:>sition. 

Holding the enemy to their front with snall arms and mortar 
fire, the men on Canpany L's right flank could see Germans infil­
trating on their right through the Cbmp:my K p:>sitions. kt enemy 
machine glll opena:i fire fran a road junction near the uncleared 
houses on the Hasenfield road and prevented even the \\Ounded from 
crossirq the street to the north to reach the canpany medics. On 
all sides of Schmidt except the north the enemy 'laS now attack­
irg. 

Supp:>rting artillery of the 229th ~'ield .Artillery Battalion 
was erqaga:i in harassirq fires llltil 0823 W'len the air observa­
tion p:>st calla:i for and received twelve rol.J'lds on enemy per­
sonnel in the vicinity of Harscheidt. A previous call fran the 
for\tard observer with Cbmp1ny I still had prodoced oo results. 
At 0850 J\merican artillery joina:i the battle with its first 
really effective defensive fires, 216 rounds of TOT on a 
concentration of enemy tanks to the east, just south of Har­
scheidt-Schmidt road. From that time on, artillery played its 
part in the battle, the 229th alone firing 373 rounds until 1000, 
and suworting corps artillery and the 108th Field .Artillery 
Battalion of lSS's joinirq the defense. 

Enemy tanks suddenly entered the battle, obviously determined 
to exploit the minor soccesses \\On by the advance infantry·. With 
the tanks came other German infantry: five tanks and a battalion 
of infantry alorq the Hasenfeld road. 

The defenders of the two main roads opended up with their 
rocket launchers, but the enemy tanks runbla:i effortlessly on, 
firing their big g1.11s into foxmles and buildings with blasts 
wmse concussion could kill if the shell fragments did not. en 
the Hasenfeld road, at least one Cbmp1ny L bazooka scored a hit 
on one of the tanks; it stoppa:i only briefly, swurq off to one 
side, and clanked on its methodically destructive 'lay. SUch 
seemirq inmmity dernoraliza:i the men wm saw it. · 

The attack against Canp1ny K on the s:>uth spilled over to the 
southwest, arrl was joina:i by the other eneny infantry attackill3 
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from the west. Canpany I's 3d Platoon on the right of the 
Strauch roa:l foum itself ull:ler umer assault. A runner reported 
the situation to captain R>key, the compsny comnander, ~o \IllS 
still with his hard-pressed 2d platoon on the north. R:>key sent 
W>rd back for the 3d Platoon to withdraw fran its foxooles in the 
open field to the cover of the houses. 

Alof'¥1 the Harscheidt and Hasenfeld roa:ls the German tanks 
sp:>tta1 the feeble row of mines, disdainfully pulla1 off the 
sides, and skirted them. 'Dlen they were amor¥3 the buildings of 
the toW'l all:l the foxholes of the defell:lers, systanatically 
punpif'¥1 rollld after rollld into the p:>si tiona. Ch the a>uth and 
southwest the situation rapidly disintegrata1. Canpany K' s 
defenses broke I.J'lder the attack. 

Jlmerican riflemen streama1 fran their foxooles into the w:>ods 
to the southwest. 'As they so~ht relief fran the poumin:J they 
mova1, perhap:; lllwittingly, farther into GermCI'l territory. 'Ihey 
were joina1 in their flight by sane men fran Canpany L. 

Amther Canpmy K group of about platoon size retreated into 
the Canpany L sector an:l there told a platoon lea:ler that the 
GermCI'ls had knocked out one of .Canpany K's attached heavy machine 
guns an:l captura1 the other. 1he enemy ha:l canpletely overrtm 
the company's p:>sitions. 

'Ihe Canpany L platoon leader sent three men to his compsny 
command p:>st in the vicinity of the church in the center of town 
to get a better picture of the over-all situation. 'Ihey quickly 
returna1, reportin;J that they ha:l been preventa1 fran reachirg 
the company CP by fire fran GermCI'ls established in the church. 
1he three men ha:l the impression that everyone on their right had 
withdrawn. 

'D'le enemy tanks pllJl9a1 directly thro~h the p:>sitions of the 
1st Platoon, Canpany L, in the center of the canpany's sector on 
the east. 'Ihey overran the company's 60-mn. mortars and knocked 
out tW> of them with direct hits fran their hull guns. N:>tifyirg 
the company coamand p:>st that they coula rot oold, the Jlmericans 
retreata1 to the W>ods on the southwest ~ere they ha:l seen 
Canpany K troop; wi tlxlrawing. 

N:>w the retreat of small groups and platoons w:ss turning into 
a disorderly general mass 'exodus. captain R:>key ordera1 his 2d 
Platoon, .Canpany I, to p.11l back to the I%'Otection of the 
buildin;Js, but the enemy fire becane a> intense that control 
became virtually imp:>ssible. 'Ihe men fled, oot to the buildings 
as they ha:l been ordered, but north and west over the open grourxl 
and into the w:>ods in the direction of ~erscheidt, there 
fimin:J themselves inter:mif'¥3181 with other fleein:J members of the 
battalion. It w:ss difficult to find large groups fran one lllit. 
In the Canpany K sector, 2d Lt. Richard Tyo, a platoon lea:ler, 
had mticed the wi thdraw:sl of the comp:my' s machine glll section 
and· 1st Platoon. 01 bein;J told by the men that they ha:l orders 
to withdraw, Lieutenant '!Yo took charge and led them back thro~h 
the houses of Sctmidt toward the north and Kommerscheidt. Ch the 
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way they passed t~ men from the company's 3d Platoon, one with a 
broken 183 am the other lyirg ~ume:l in his foxhole. 'lhe 
~unde:l men said their platoon had gone "that WlY" and P'inted 
toward the woods to the southwest. 'I)o am his group continued 
north, however, and joined the confused men stru;Jgling to get 
back to Karmerscheidt. There was no time to take alorg the 
~lJ'lded. 

'D"le headq.Jarters groups of Companies L and K tried to form a 
line in the the center of Schmidt, but even this small semblance 
of order 'fiBS soon confusion again. Someone in the new line said 
an order ha:l cane to \IIi tirlraw, the ~rd sprecr:i quickly, ard none 
questioned its source . A Company K man remenbered . the forty-five 
prisoners in the near-by basement, am the t~ men hecrled them 
back double-time toWlrd Koomerscheidt. 'lhe other men joined the 
mass movirg out of Sctrnidt. 

'll'le 81-mn. mortar platoon on the northern Erlge of town had 
receivErl its first irdication of counterattack shortly after 
daybreak W"len a roll1d from an 88-rnn. glJ'l crashed against the 
house near the dug-in mortars, seriously ~umirg a man outside 
the snall building in W"lich the mortar men wer-e sleeping. 'D"le 
mortar men then joine:l i n defensive fires on call fran the rifle 
companies and \ltlere so intent on their job they did rot notice the 
riZle companies withdrawirg. well alorg in the mornirg a 
lieutenant from Company I stowed at their P'Sition and told them 
the rifle companies ha:l all fallen back am enemy tanks were only 

. a few muses away. carrying the seriously w:>unde:l man on a 
stretcher made fran a lcrlder, the mor tar men withdrew. cnce the 
withdraWll had begll1, it lost all semblance of organization; each 
little group made its way back toward Karmerscheidt on its oW'l. 

'Ihe time 'fiBS now about 1000, and with or without orders 
Schmidt was beirg abamone:l. 'Ihe battalion carmarder notified 
those companies with W'lom he still had contact that the battalion 
CP was pullirg its switcli>oard am they sl'x>uld withdraw. 

Little could be done for the seriously w:>unde:l lJ'lable to join 
the retreat. 'Ihe battalion aid station was far back, at the 
manent in the Kall River gorge. Several company aid men stayed 
behim with the ~umErl to lem \tthat assistance they could. 'Ihe 
bodies of the dead \ltlere left W"lere they had fallen. 

J't'bst of the ltnerican troop; wro were to get out of Schmidt 
had evidently done so by about 1100, al thou:Jh an occasional 
straggler continue:l to emerge until about noon. By 1230 the loss 
of Schmidt W3s apparently recognized at 28th Division head­
quarters, for the air control officer directe:l the 396th Squcrlron 
of the 366th Group (P-4 7 's) to attack the town. · 'lhe squadron 
terme:l results of the banbiDJ "excellent." 

Stru;Jgle ~th the Main SUpply Route 
hhile the 3d Battalion, ll2th· Infantry, was eDJaged in it.s 

battle for survival in Schmidt, other troop; of the regiment and 
supP'rtirg lJ'lits were eDJagErl in activity \tthich weighe:l heavily 
on the 3d battalion's battle. 
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'Ihe 3d Battalion aid station had received a message from 
Colonel Flood, the battalion commander, at 0500 to displace 
forw:!rd from Germeter \Ohere, except for a forw:!rd collecting 
station under Lieutenant MU:Jlia, it had remained even after its 
battalion had taken Schmidt. 'Ihe aid station trooFS responded to 
the order by establishirg thanselves at the church in Vossenack 
W'lile M..lglia took some of the equipnent and personnel on the edge 
of the woods aloJ'l3side the Kall trail. 1-e had left one litter 
squad there the night before. Sending all available litter 
bearers to coot> the area for casual ties, the lieutenant and T/3 
John M. Sledio reconnoitered for an aid station site. 

Beside the trail about 300 yards fran the Kall River, MU:Jlia 
foll'ld a log du:Jout approximately twelve by eighteen in size. 
(See Map 24.) 'Ihe entire du:Jout was underground except for a 
front pirtiall y barricaded with rocks. 'Ihe roof had been con­
structed of tw:> layers of heavy logs, this providirg excellent 
protection from all shelling eKcept direct hits. W'lile the 
runner went back to \bssenack for the battalion surgeon, capt. 
Michael J:eft\lrco, and the remainder of the 3d Battalion medical 
personnel, Lieutenant MU:Jlia displayEd a RErl Cross panel at the 
cabin and patients began to collect. HI Clllbulance loading p:>int 
w:!S establishEd at the trail's entrance in the woods. 

'lhe three-weasel supply train W'lich had reached Schmidt after 
midnight had been under the commai-rl of 1st Lt. William George, 
the 3d Bat tal ion motor officer. Just before dawn the three 
weasels returnEd to Genneter, carryirg tmse men wm had been 
w:>l.l'lded in the Schmidt capture and mop-up. Lieutenant George 
then agreEd to return to Schnidt with the battalion Anti tank 
Platoon leader to take back a miscellaneous load of amnl.l'li tion. 
01 reachirg the entrance of the main supply route into the woods 
southeast of \bssenack shortly after · dawn, the pirty fol.l'ld the 
trail blocked by Lieutenant Fleig's abandonEd tank. AlthoU;Jh 
other tanks had }reviously passed this obstacle, the group gave 
up its supply attanpt W"len the enany shellEd the area and one of 
the supply sergeants w:!S killed. 

'Ihe abandoned · tank gave troli>le as well to those tanks of 
Canpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, W"lich had not yet passed the 
initial obstacles of the supply route. Fbur had managed to get 
throu:Jh (at least one w:!S in Kommerscheidt at dawn), but the rest 
were still struggling with the narrow trail. 'Ihe 2d Platoon, 
which had only three tanks left, bEqan its journey before day­
light. In s. Sgt. Hlthony s. zaroslinski' s lead tank rode 
Lieutenant Clarke, wmse own vehicle had been inmobilized by a 
mine the day before in \bssenack. W'len his tank reached Fleig's 
abandoned tank, Sergeant Zaroslinski, unaware that the 1st 
Platoon had successfully bypassed the obstacle by winching its 
tanks around . it, attanptErl to pass on the left. 'Ihe venture 
ended disastrously: zaroslinski' s tank slipped off the road, and 
the sergeant found himself l.l'lable to back it up because of the 
steep and slippery incline. 'Ihe crew dismol.l'lted to investigate, 
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and enemy shells struck home, killin<J zaroslinski and w:>undin<J 
Lieutenant Clarke. 

Sgt. walton R. Allen, comna'ldin<J the next tank in collmn, 
decided to try squeezirg betwen the tw:> disabled tanks, usiBJ 
Sergeant Zaroslinski' s tank as a buffer on the left to keep his 
oWl tank fran slidirg into the draw. SucceediBJ, he dismolJ'lted 
aoo turned his tank over to Sgt. Kenneth E. Yarman, lobo comnanded 
the next tank in the colum. Allen then led Yarman's tank 
through, boarded it, aoo continued doW'\ the trail. 

Sergeant Yaiman, oow cannanUrg the leal tank of the 2d 
Platoon, reached the beoo W"lere the rock outcrowin<J male ptssage 
so difficult. As he tried to pass, his tank slipped off the left 
of the trail a1d threw its left track. 'Dle next tank lllder 
Sergeant Allen reached a p:>int short of the outcroppirg ard also 
slipped off the trail to the left, throwin<J both its tracks. 
About the sane time, Sergeant Markey, wb:> cannarded the last tank 
of the leading 1st Platoon and WlS pr-esl.ll\ably already past the 
Kall, rep:>rted back to his canpany cannarder, captain tbstrup, at 
the rock outcropping. His tank had gotten stuck near the bottom 
of the gorge an:l hal alB> throW'\ a track. 

Wy one tank, comna'lded by IJ.eutenant Fleig, had reached 
Kannerscheidt. ~ others wre oow psst the river. But behioo 
them and full on the vital trail sat five disabled tanks. Still 
farther to the rear an:l wai tirg to c:ane forward wre the four 
tanks of the 3d Platoon. Wlile the armor remained st~ied on the 
Kall trail, pr-ecious time was slippirg by. For sane time now the 
crewnen had been hearin<J the battle ooises fran Sctrnidt, aoo by 
1100 occasional stragglers fran the Sctrnidt battle hal beglJ'l to 
pass them going to the rear • 

Still working with hand tools on the I<all trail were 
Lieutenant Huston's platoon fran Canpany B, 20th Ergineers, aoo 
all of Canp:my A, 20th b;Jineers. Five Germ5ls surreooered 
vollJ'ltarily to Canpany A's security guards as the lJ'lit ~rked 
east of the river. O::Casional enemy artillery fire w:>lllded six 
of its men. Huston's Canpany B platoon, informed by the tankers 
that they thought they could replace the tracks on their disabled 
tanks witmut too much delay, ~rked to repair the danage done 
by the tanks to the delicate left bank of the trail. Al.tho~.gh 
al.Joost twnty-fotr hours hal elasped since Canpany K, 112th 
Infantry, had first entered · Schmidt, higher comn5lders still 
seemed unaware of the p:>or condition of the Kall trail. Only one 
eDJineer oomptny and an aiditional platoon, equipped with hand 
tools an:l air canpressor but oo demolitions, wre ~rkiBJ on the 
trail, and oo one WlS blocking the oorth-S>uth river road, both 
ends of l'ilich led into enemy territory. · 

Wlile the struggle with obstacles on the suwly route went on 
an:l l'ilile the battle raged in Sctrnidt, the 2d Battalion, 112th 
Infantry, continued to mld its 'IA:>ssenack ridge defenses. An 
enemy patrol in force hit Canpany F at appr-oximately 0630 but WlS 

beaten off with snall arms fire and artillery suwort on call 
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from the 22~th Field Artillery Battalion. When daylight came, 
tl~ defenders had to steel their nerves against relentless enemy 
shel:J..ing. It seemed to th~ ooldiers forward of Vossenack that 
the enemy concentrated his fire on each foxhole until he believed 
its occupants knocked out, then IOOved on. 'Ihe shelling forced 
the 2d Battalion to move its conmaoo post duril}3 the day to an 
air-raid shelter about a hundred yards west of the church on the 
north side of the street. The companies initiated a practice of 
bringing as many men as possible into the houses during daylight 
leaving only a skeleton force on the ridge. 

In the western end of Vossenack, troops carried on their 
duties am traffic continued to flow in am out of town. someone 
coming into Vossenack for only a short time, perhaps during one 
of the inevitable lulls in the fire, might not have considered 
the shelling particularly effective. But the foot ooldiers knew 
different. TO them in their exposed foxholes, a lull was only a 
time of apprehensive waiting for the next bursts. 'Ihe cumulative 
effect was beginning to tell. 

The Battle for Konmerscheidt 
At dawn on 4 November, just before the Germans counter­

attacked at Schmidt, the officers of Companies A and D, ll2th 
Infantry, took stock of their defensive situation in Konmer­
scheidt and made minor adJustments to the positions they had 
moved into the night before. The Americans fourrl themselves 
situated on the lower portion of the Kommerscheidt-Schmidt ridge, 
with dense wooded draws on three sides, aoo another wooded draw 
curving around slightly to their front (ooutheast). Their 
defenses were generally on either flank of the town aoo south of 
tile houses along the town's main east-west street. Lack of 
troops had caused them to forego occupyil}3 the houses along the 
oouthern road toward Schmidt. company c was in a reserve posi­
tion in the edge of the woods to the rear, and company B aoo a 
platoon of Company D's heavy machine guns were still back at 
Rechelskaul. They had tank support initially from only one tank, 
that of Lieutenant Fleig, Company A, 707th Tank Battalion, but 
just before noon Fleig 's tank was joined by those of Sergeants 
Barton and Spooner. The battalion command post was in a shallow, 
partially covered dugout in an orchard just north of the town, 
and the aid station was in the cellar of a house on the northern 
edge of town. After daylight the enemy harassed the 
Kommerscheidt positions with occasional light artillery and 
mortar concentrations, but it was from the direction of Schmidt 
tllat the men could hear the heavier firing. 

By midmorning it was evident that somethill3 disastrous was 
happening in Schmidt. small groups of frightened, disorganized 
men began to filter back through the Kommerscheidt positions with 
stories that "they're throwing everything they've got at us." By 
1030 the scattered groups had reached the proportions of a de­
moralized mob, reluctant to respond to the orders of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of companies A and D 
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seeking to aLgrnent the ~mnerscheidt defenses. 
Within the mass of retreating men there were frantic efforts 

to stem the withdrawal, and W'len the enemy did rot imne:Hately 
purste his Sctmidt success groups of 3d Battalion troops be:Jan to 
reorganize to assist the 1st Battalion. Compmy I, withdrawing 
through the wooded draw southeast of Karmerscheidt, fourrl it had 
about seventy-bo men, and, with a few stragglers from other 
canpanies, stoppaj in Karmerscheidt aoo joined the center of the 
defense on the south. Approximately twenty-six men with Sergeant 
Ripperdan of Canpany L, augmented by a small group of battalion 
headquarters personnel, went into position to the rorthwest 
fringe of toW'l, facirq slightly south of west, on the right flank 
of 3d Platoon, Compmy A. 1he remnants of Compmy K, incl t.rl ing 
the group which hai retreated with Lieutenant ~, were organized 
into two mderstreng th platoons: one, with a strength of about 
fourteen men, dug in to the rear of Karmerscheidt {north); the 
other faced the oortheast to guard the left flank. 1he Comp:iny D 
commander, Capt. John B. Huyck, made contact with Captain 
Piercey, Com {:any M comnc:11der, and oo-ord ina ted the fire of 
Canpany D's weapons with toose surviving fran Canpany M, three 
81-rrm. mortars without arrmmition and three heavy machine gll'ls. 
1he latter went into position on the southwest edge of Kammer­
scheidt. ~spite these efforts at stopping the retreat, many men 
continued {:SSt Karmerscheidt. Some were stopped at the Canpany C 
~sline position, but others withdrew all the way to ~ssenack 
aoo Genneter. Ibugh estimates iooicated that only about 200 men 
of the 3d Bat tal ion were reorganized to join Comp:inies A and D in 
defending Kammerscheidt. 

Even as the 3d Battalion \<ISS being knocked out of Schmidt, 
the battalion's assistant S-3, lst Lt. Leon Simon, was makirq his 
way forw:lrd with a regimental order W'lich instructed the 3d 
Battalion to hold tanp:>rar ily in Sctmidt while the 110 Infantry 
continued its attack against R:lffelsbrand. Lieutenant Simon got 
ro farther than Karmerscheidt and there was directed by Colonel 
Flod, the 3d Bat tal ion corrmander, to return and tell regiment he 
absolutely hai to have more tanks. ~spite raiio carm1..11ication 
with ~erscheidt, the Schmidt action \<ISS a confused blur at 
re:Jimental heaiquarters west of Genneter alorq the Weisser Weh 
Creek. Before Lieutenant Simon returned, the regimental execu­
tive officer, Lt. Col. Landon J. Lockett, and the S-2, Capt 
Hll1ter M. r-Dntganery, accomFSnied by two P'lotogra};hers and a 
driver, went forward in a jeep in an effort to clarify the situa­
tion. W"len Simon returned to regiment, there had been ro w::>rd 
fran Colonel Lockett's party. Colonel Peterson, tbe regimental 
corrmander, told Simon to lead him to ~mnerscheidt; and shortly 
after they left, the assistant division carmander, Brig. Gen. 
George A. D:lvis, and his aide also deFSrted for ~mnerscheidt. 

Altoough the enany did not inmediately purste his attack 
against ~erscheidt, artillery fire and direct fire from tanks 
in Sctmidt harassed attanpts at reorganization. 'Ihen, about 
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1400, at least five enemy tanks, accomp:mied by a snall force of 
infantry, attacke1 fran the ~ode1 draw on the southeast. 'Ihere 
could be oo doubt now: ~erscheidt held next priority on the 
German sche1ule of couterattacks. 

The enemy tanks, Mark IV's and V's, imitated the tactics they 
hcd use1 s:> effectively earlier in the day on Scl'lnidt, starrlirq 
out of effective bazooka range and firing ro1.11d after ro1.11d into 
the foxholes arrl battle-scarre::l buildirqs. Artillery observers 
with the defenders calle::l for numerous concentrations against the 
attack, but the German tanks did not stop. Fran SctJnidt other 
German direct-fire weaJX>ns, JX>Ssibly inclLrling tanks, supported 
the assault. From 1000 to 1700 the 229th Field Artillery 
Battalion fired at least 462 rounds in the vicinity of ~nmer­
scheidt-Scl'lnidt, arrl fires were further augmented by the 155-nm. 
gt.ns t.nder corps control and the 108th Field Artillery Battalion. 
Capt. W.M. Chmura, a liaison officer fran the 229th Field 
Artillery Battalion, said these supporting fires were "terrific." 

'As the attack hit, Lieutenant Fleig (wtx>se tank hcd been the 
first to arrive in ~nmerscheidt} and the t\\0 other tankers of 
Canpany A, 707th Tank Battalion, were in a partially defilcded 
position in a slight draw in the open just northwest of ~nmer­
scheidt near the western ~ods line. The tankmen pulle::l their 
Shermans up on a slight rise and fired at the enemy tanks, Fleig 
claimirq t\\0 of the attackers knocke1 out arrl his canpanions a 
third. N:>ticing that the infantry ¥aS retreating from the left 
flank of the toW"l, Fleig move1 in that direction into a sparse 
orchard just in time to see a Mark V Panther coming into JX>Si­
tion. At a ran;Je of 200 to 300 yards, Fleig fired, hi ttirq the 
Germcn tank twice; but he ¥aS using high explosive anmt.nition, 
arrl the Panther's toUJh hide ¥as not dCin~e1. 'Ihe lieutenant 
discovered then that he had no armor-piercing ammunition 
available, all of it beirq outside in the sponson rack. When the 
Germcn crewnen, evidently frightened by the high explosive hits, 
junpe1 out of their tank, Fleig cease1 firirq arrl turne1 his 
turret to get at his rack and the armor-piercing arm1.11ition. 'lhe 
Germans seize1 the opportunity to re-enter their tank arrl open 
fire, but their first rolJ'ld ¥aS a miss. W:>rking feverishly, 
Lieutenant Fleig arrl his crew obtaine1 the annor-piercing ammlJ'li­
tion and returned fire. 'lheir first rol.l'ld cut the barrel of the 
German gt.n. 'Ihree more rourrls in quick su:::cession tore into the 
left side of the Panther's hull, setting the tank afire and 
killirq all its crew. Fleig returne::l to the fight on the town's 
right flank. 

'lhe surviving enemy tanks continued to blast the positions 
aro urrl the to W"l. Ole tank ~r ke1 its ¥ay up a tr a i1 on the 
southwest W'lere 9;lt. 1bny Kudiak, a 1st Battalion headquarters 
man actin; as a riflanan, arrl Pvt. Paul Lealsy crept out of their 
holes to meet it with a bazooka. Spotting the t\\0 J!mericans, the 
German turne1 his machine guns on than, then his hull gm, but 
both times he missed. Kudiak and Lealsy returned to get riflemen 
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for protection, and then came back. While they were gone, the 
tank approached to within twenty-five yards of a stone building 
in the southern edge of town, a second tank pulling into position 
near where the first ha;i been initially. Just then a P-47 
airplane roared down and dropped two bombs. 'Itle first German 
tank was so damaged by the bombs it could not move, although it 
still continued to fire. sergeant Kudiak finished it off with. 
·:>ne bazooka rocket which entered on one side just above the 
track, setting the tank afire. 'Itle second German tank backed off 
without firi~. 

The supporting P-47 's were bombing and strafing so close to 
KoiTITlerscheidt (the German tank was knocked out virtually within 
the town) that the riflemen felt that the pilots did not know the 
American troops were there. They welcomed the support, but they 
threw out colored identification panels to make sure the pilots 
kne\\1 who held the town. The P-47 's were probably from the 397th 
Squadron, 368th Group, which was over the Schmidt area from 1337 
to 1500. The squadron reported engaging a concentration of more 
than fifteen vehicles, and claimed one armored vehicle destroyed 
aoo two damaged. 

In the midst of the battle, Colonel Peterson arrived on foot 
at the northern woods line. He had abandoned his regimental 
command jeep just west of the Kall River because of trail diffi­
culties. At the woodsline he took charge of about thirty 
stragglers who had been assembled there from the 3d Battalion and 
led them into Kommerscheidt. 

With the arrival of air support and the continued halllTiering 
by artillery, mortars, small arms, aoo the three tanks, the 
German assault was stopped about 1600. The defenders sustained 
numerous personnel casualties, but in the process they knocked 
out at least five German tanks without losing one of their own 
three. Just how a big a role a small number of tanks might have 
played had they been available for the earlier defense of Schmidt 
was clearly illustrated by the temporary success at Kommer­
scheidt. 

General Davis, the assistant division commander, who had also 
come forward duri~ the afternoon, conferred in KoiTITlerscheidt 
with Colonel Peterson and the battalion conmanders in ·order to 
get a clearer picture of the situation. He then radioed informa­
tion to division on the coooition of men and equipnent involved 
in the fight beyooo the Kall. He spent the night in a Kommer­
scheidt cellar and returned to the rear the next 100rning. 

As night came, the men of Companies A aoo D and the remnants 
of the 3d Battalion worked to consolidate their KoiTITlerscheidt 
positions in the face of continued enemy artillery harassment. 
Colonel Peterson, also deciding to spend the night in Konmer­
scheidt, warned Lieutenant Fleig not to withdraw his tanks for 
any reason, including servicing. He feared an enemy counter­
attack that night and was concerned that, if even this small tank 
force were withdrawn, the nervous infantry might pull out too. 
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About 1500 that afternoon division had ordered the IJ"lits in 
Karmerscheidt to attack to retake Schnidt, but apparently no one 
on the grolJ'ld had entertained cny illusions about compliance. 
'lbe problan then ha:l been to maintain the Karmerscheidt IX>Sition. 

ANT\LYSIS 
'D'le Germcn combined-arms coll'lterattack on Schnidt sho\Ed l'x>w 

im~X>rtant discipline arrl carmarrl arrl control are • . 'lbe ltnerican 
witl'xirawl quickly became a rout. 

'D'le depeooence on the inadequate Kall suwly trail probably 
doaned the Schnidt penetrationfran the bEgiMin:J. Besides beirg 
extremely difficult to traverse, as evidenced by all the throW'l 
tracks, it \olas never provided a:lequate security. 

The failure of the first German coi.J"lterattack can be directly 
attributed to Lt. neig' s destruction of the enany armor l«lich 
spearheaded the attack, even though his Cl'll'llll'lition load plan left 
sanethin:J to be desired. 
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REC~ISSAK:E IN FmCE BY RlESIAN ARM~ 

Farly in O::tober 1943, the German !96th Infantry Regiment 
occupied defensive positions within a forest about 20 miles north 
of Kiev. Al.tl:x>t.gh both flanks 'Nere 'Nell protected, the positions 
themselves were vulnerable because the s:>il was loose and saooy. 
'Ihe Germans neglected to plant antipers:>nnel mines but did lay 
antitank mines across roads leading toward their main line of 
resistance. Behirrl the MLR they erected roadblocks, covered by 
dug-in 50-mm antitank guns. 

'Ihe ground sloped gent! y upward in the direction of the 
Russian MLR, \>thich was then located alo113 the crest of a flat 
ridge about 2, 000 yards north of the German MIR (map 16). 

en 5 O::tober the Russians made the first of a series of 
forward moves. 'D'lese movements remained undetected until GermCI'l 
observers discovered that the grourrl had been broken in the 
vicinity of ltdvance R>sition A. Later in the day R.Jssian 
artillery fired sooke shells on such known German targets as the 
forester's l:x>tse and the road intersections. German artillery 
and mortar fire against the Russian forward positions were 
ineffective. 'D'le p3trols that ~obed the enemy during the night 
'Nere repulsed. 

Our ing the following 2 days the Russians moved their 
positions forward over 500 yards to R>sition B. .Again the 
movements remained unobserved becatse the intermittent rain re­
stricted visibility. Heavy German mortar fire succeeded only in 

· drawing more violent R.Jssian mortar and artillery fire on the 
road intersections near the fri113es of the forest. As German · 
night p3trols probed forward, they began to encol.l'lter R.Jssian 
patrols in increasing numbers. 

By 10 O::tober the R.Jssians had succeeding in establishing 
thanselves along Advance R>si tion C, only 500 yards fran the 
German MIR. U"rler the ~otective cover of mortar and artillery 
fire, reinforced German reconnaissance patrols 'Nere sent out 
during the day to determine the strerxJth and disposition of the 
Russian forces arrl positions arrl to occupy the latter, sl:x>uld 
they be found deserted. J:bwever, after advancing scarcely 100 
yards the patrols cane under such heavy mortar fire that they 
'Nere forced to tlirn back with heavy casualties. 

W'len the 'Neather cleared, the Germans were able to observe 
all three R.Jssian advance positions, but could not spot any 
further movement. Durirg the night the Russian positions 'Nere 
placed under harassing mortar and infantry weapon fire. W'lile 
three German patrols 'Nere being driven off in front of R>sition 
c,_ nl..l1lerous RJssian reconnaissance p3rties infiltrated the inter­
mediate area and at sane points approached within a few yards · of 
the German main line of resistance. 

For the next three nights the Russians 'Nere busy digging in 
alorxJ ltdvance R>si tion c. Heavy rains bel~ dampen the noises 
of their intreochirg activities. Sl:x>rtly after dust on 12 
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October 1 a German p:~trol finally succeeded in reaching the 
frirges of Fbsition C. After havi113 sp:>tted sane hasty intrench­
ments 1 all of W'lich appeared deserted 1 the Germms were driven 
back to their lines by three Russian patrols W1ich1 supp:>rted by 
nine light machine glnS1 sUddenly appeared fran mW'lere. 

Heavy rains fell again in the evenirg of 13 October. At 2300 
the R.Jssians began to rake the entire Germm sector with a savage 
artillery barrage which lasted tw:> hours. Over the din of 
exploding shells the s:n.nd of approaching tanks could be distin­
guished in the German forward area. lbwever 1 the tank noise soon 
faded away 1 giving every indication that the armor had been 
wi th:lraW'l. 

To\lard mon of the next day 1 in a driving rain 1 a 3-man 
German patrol sooceeded in crawlirg into the forward Russian 
positions. 'll'ley were still deserted and gave the appearance of 
havirg been occupied for only a very short time. 'Ihe Germans 
conclooed at once that these were di..IMly positions. Ulknow-1 to 
the members of the p:~trol at the time was the fact they hcrl been 
closely observed by the RJssiansl who nevertheless permitted them 
to reconnoiter the p:>sitions unnolested 1 feelirg certain their 
true intentions w:>uld rot be revealed. 

MeanW1ile 1 the Russians were proceedirg with preparations for 
their reconnaissance mission inside. the German lines. 

RUSSIAN T-34 in action. 
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During the afternoon of 14 October, a 20-man patrol, 
includif'¥3 an officer aoo two noncommissioned officers, was 
selected from a Russian rifle company Which had been resting in a 
village behind the lines. These men were all specially selected, 
veteran fighters familiar with the terrain since all of them had 
originally cane fran the Kiev re;ion. Each man \laS provided with 
2 days' rations, 1 1/2 days' amnnition supply, and 6 haoo 
grena:Ies. The officer was issued a two-\olay ra:Iio. Ha arrl his 
noncol'!lnissioned officers carried subnachinegtns ;..bile the rest 
of the men were anned with autanatic rifles. After reachirg a 
trench in the vicinity of R>sition A, the p~trol W!S met by a 
Russian officer wtx> briefed them as follows: 

You will move out and }:X'oceed to J!dvance R>si tion C 
where you will join four tanks that have been dt.g in. Tanor­
row you are to momt the tanks, advance on the German ~si­
tions faci rg us, penetrate than, arrl drive into the wooded 
enemy rear area. N:>thir¥J should be allo\tl'ed to delay your 
progress since everythirg deperrls on lightnirg speed. Knock 
doW1 W'latever gets in your wsy but avoid any prolor¥Jed en­
colJ'lter. Remember your pr.imary mission is to gain infonna­
tion about German ~si tions, how they are manned, and W'lere 
the enemy artillery, mortars, arrl obstacles are emplaced. 
D:>n' t stop to take }:X'isoners tntil your return trip; one or 
tw:> will suffice. You must create fear arrl terror behirrl the 
enemy lines and then withdraw as swiftly as you came. 

Late that evenirg the patrol moved out to\olard the Gennan 
1 ines. J:espi te enemy harassing fire it reached the tanks in 
R:>sition C at 0100. The tanks, with their cre'ttS inside, ha:I been 
dt.g in by engineers and \>.ere \>.ell camouflaged. 'D1e entrances to 
the pits sloped upward toward the rear. 

The infantry patrol W!S now split into squads of five men and 
each squa:I \laS assigned to a tank. The men were ordered to dig 
in close to their tanks, maintain absolute silence, and remain 
covered, especially after daybreak. 

At daW1 all 'laS qJiet and well concealed. A light haze 
hovered crver the area in the early mornirg oours arrl toward 
afternoon turned into fog, limiting visibility to about 300 
yards. At approximately 1600 an officer soodenly up fran the 
direction of the RJssian MIR and ordered the patrol to motnt at 
once. '!he ergines were quickly started arrl, as the canouflage 
nets \>.ere removed, the infantr~en junt:ed on their respective 
tanks. Within a mater of minutes the tanks backed out their 
pits, formed a sir¥Jle oolunn to the front, and raced to...ard the 
Gennan line at top speed. After the tanks ha:I crverrtn several 
trenches, the first Germ en s:>ld iers could be seen. H:n~~ever, none 
of them made any attempt to fire but scrcrnbled for cover at the 
tnexpected ·sight of the tanks. 

Having penetrated the center of the Germcn MIR the tanks 
moved cross-country through heavy underbrush before takirg to the 
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road. As they neared the forester's oouse, a German ~ter detail 
~s sp:>tted nnnirg for cover in great haste. '!be tanks upset 
t~ ration trucks that were blocking the road a1d sped deep into 
German lines. .About 1, 000 yards be:rorrl the forester's oouse the 
Russians suddenly turned half-right and followed the road leading 
into the woods. After proceedirg another 1, 000 yards they 
approached a crossroad m decided to stop. Ehjoying a coit11land­
irg view of the rocrl intersection, the Russians dismounted and 
prepsred all-rollld defenses right in the midst of the German 
p:>si tiona, hardly 700 yards away fran the regimental CP. 'Ihe 
tanks formed the core of the p:>si tion; the infantr~en dt.g in 
arourrl the cluster of armor. '!be Russian officer quickly estab­
lished radio contact with his lines and eKchanged messages. 

Before lorg German infantry assualt arrl canbat ergineer 
platoons, equipped with close-combat antitank weap:>ns, moved in 
fran t~ directions arrl surrourrled the Russians. lbwever, they 
could appr-oach no closer than 150 yards fran the tanks because 
the sparsely wooded forest afforded the Russians excellent 
observation and p:!rmitted them to fire at anything that moved. 
Fiooirg thanselves pinned doW'l, the Germans sent a detail to the 
left flank of their MIR for one of the 50-rnn. antitank g\Jls. 
Since the static gm was dt.g in arrl hcrl to be pulled by haoo, its 
arrival w:>uld be delayed. Finally, at 1800, tw:> self-prop:!lled 
assault gLnS fran division moved into p:>si tion to the south of 
the tanks, o:pened fire, and w:>\Jlded a nllnber of R.lssian riflemen. 

I.eavirg their ~urrled behirrl, the Russians within 10 minutes 
mo\Jlted their tanks and sped off in a oorthly direction to~rd 
their own lines with tank gl.D1S blazirg in all directions. 

Olrkness \oaS setting in W'len the 50-rnn. anti tank g\11 detail 
sp:>tted the approachirg Russian tanks. '!be German crew hoo no 
opp:>rtll'lity to fire their piece and barely succeeded in getting 
off the rooo. 1hey ranained urrler cover \Jltil the last Russian 
tank had p:1ssed. .After <pickly pulling their g1.11 into p:>sition 
the Germans fin:rl at the rear tank arrl scored a direct hit, 
killing t~ of the mo1.11ted infantr~en. 

W'len it hoo becane quite dark the Russian leoo tank turned 
its headlights on and, with the other three tanks following 
closely behirrl, spErl unnolested across the German main line of 
resistance. .After they reached o:pen terrain the R.Jssians dirnned 
the lights arrl raced northward into the night in the direction of 
their positions. 

ANALYSIS 
1his \oaS a daring R.Jssian mdertaking, meticulously prep:1red 

arrl eKecuted with boldness arrl s:peed. lbwever, it ~s crowned 
with success pr-imarily because of the inadequacy of the Germcn 
antitank defenses. '!be Russians must have been aware of the 

. sparse minefields and the shortage of self-pro:pelled anti tank 
gi.JlS. 

'lhe R.Jssians s:pent a great deal of time on pr-ep:1rations by 
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allowing themselves an interval of several days between their 
advarx:es from R>si tion A to B arrl fran B to c. 'Ihen there \taS 
still Gllother interl we of several days before the tanks moved 
into p:>sition; finally t\\0 more days elapsed before the action 
was actually lall'lched. 

'Ihe Russians were extemely adept in carrying out and 
concealirg large-scale intrenchirg activities, such as the 
digging of tank pits. 

In makin;J their p:>si tons appear totally deserted during the 
daytime an:i by creatirg d1.1m1y p:>sitions W'lich patrols were 
purp:>sely indu::ed to reconnoiter, the GermGils, if oot completely 
misled, were at least left . in doubt as to the true Russian 
intentions. 

still another safegLBrd that the R.lssians used again and 
again to insure maximun surprise \taS to move up their infantry at 
the latest p:>ssible manent, usually not ll'ltil the night preceding 
an operation. In this manner they eliminated the p:>ssibili ty of 
capture by enemy patrols and the p:>tential disclosure of their 
plans. 

'Ihree weeks after the action just described, the Germans 
discovered how skillfully the Russians had comouflaged the 
approach movements of their tanks. A Russian Irisoner told of 
how the tanks were moved for\tard, masked by the noise of the 
artillery barrage. Since this concealment \taS oot fully adequate 
they went a step further. By initially serrlirg six tanks arrl 
then imnediately wi tlxlrawing tv.o the R.lssians strove to create 
the impression that all tanks ha:l been pulled back. 'Ihis ruse 
\taS emplo~ with complete success. 

'Ihat the Russians decided to stop at the roa:l crossirg seemed 
a bll.llder. 'Ihe ensuing loss of time might \'tell have led to the 
annihilation of the p:~trol ha:l the Gerinans anployed their assault 
gll'ls fran the mrth rather than fran the s::>uth and had they been 
able to block the roa:ls leadirg northward to the MIR with mines 
arxl a1ti tank gll'ls. Wly the R.lssians suddenly stopped Ct1d dt.g in 
is not specifically explained. 'Ihe stop, however, did permit 
them to establish radio contact. It is therefore reasonable to 
assl..l'ne that in this instance, as in so many others, the Russian 
lo\tter echelon corrmand lacked the imagination and initiative 
necessary to continue the action beyorrl its irrmediate scope. 
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TECHNICUE <F 1HE TANK PIA'l'OON AS 1HE fOINT IN AN EXPLOITATION 

The writer was a tank platoon leooer in an AnnorErl Division 
and, as such, was often callEd on to be the IX>int conmander in 
exploitation missions. 

'lhe division used a "married" formation throt.gmut. Conse­
quently, W'len a tank platoon was assignEd to the p:>int, the 
armored Infantry coll'lterpart also became part of that IX>int. 

Riding in the leading vehicle in an armorEd exploitation can, 
and often has provEd to be, rather deleterious to one's health. 
At the very best, it is something of a strain on the nervous 
system. Of course, there is rx> ....ay to make this task just \tilole­
sane, clean fll1 such as \t,OUld appeal to any red-bloodEd hnerican 
boy. H:n~ver, certain techniques learned over a long period of 
time, by trial ard error, arrl fran ....atching arrl noting the trials 
and errors of others, (ooupled with an abtndance of the "luck of 
the Irish") have worked well for the writer. 

Ordinarily it ...as left to the tank platoon leader to oonmand 
this group ard to decide on the fonnation to be used. Many, many 
variations were tried out by platoon officers. Several factors 
hoo to be considerEd. 

F'lexibility \taS an imp:>rtant item. Terrain, weather, ex-
pectEd enany resistance, arrl speEd of the advance all entered 
into the picture. 

Ole very troublesome factor ...as the lack of conmll'lication 
between the half-tracks of the Infantry platoon. If a fight 
developed and these half-tracks were s:attered, the problem of 
control was acute, (particularly after replacanents hoo been 
mooe). 

As has been (reviously stated, several variations became s­
omewhat standard. One of these was tank and half-track 
alternately. 'lhis formation has several disadvantages. For 
excmple, it spreoos the tank fire IX>wer out too far arrl makes the 
platoon leader's control problems more difficult. 'lhen, too, the 
Infantry control problan is extranely ardoous. J1n outstarrling 
tank platoon leader used this formation, however, and it \t,Orked 
pretty well while he lastEd. His chief argt.ment for it was the 
fact that each infantry squad oould protect the tank ahead of it 
from close-in antitank measures. 

However, the writer believes the disadvantages outweigh the 
advantages in this case. 

Arx>ther formation used by many platoon leaders, was three 
tanks, the Infantry platoon leooer's half-track, the other t\>A:) 
tanks, then the four other half-tracks of the Infantry platoon. 
'!his systan enablEd the Infantry platoon leooer to be far eoot.gh 
for\tard to see and size up the situation or confer with the tank 
platoon leooer when necessary. In oodition, his platoon was all 
together and far enough back so that it ....asn' t necessarily under 
fire arrl could fonn arrl attack as a ll'lit. 

This formation \t,Orked out ~ite successfully but it left a 
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thin-skinned vehicle rather far forlf.erd end the Infantry platoon 
lea:ler was still too far fran his platoon. '!hen, too, the half­
track hamp:!red, to a degree, the firing of the t~ tanks behind 
it. The writer usa:i this formation for several months but 
finally lined up with the tanks in front and the Infantry behind 
in column and all together. 

This fonnation p.~t all the tanks up \~here they could be fired 
and maneuvera:i at will. Each tank supp:>rta:i the one in front, 
each had its sector to cover and the opposition q.Iickly felt the 
weight of the combina:i fire. Several instarx:es occurra:i when a 
tank lf.SS hit but seldan did the anti tank weap:>ns get more than 
one. 

The Infantry riding as a group were in good order and oould, 
and did, dismount arrl get into action quickly on several occa­
sions. A feat seldan, if ever, achieva:i by the other fonnations 
which have come to the writer's attention. 

A great deal of eyelf.esh has been written and sp:>ken about the 
subject of ridi113 infantry on the tanks. '!his was the rule in 
certain outfits. It lf.SS not ll1common to see a half do zen thor­
ot.ghly uncanfortable dot.ghboys,, often wet, often cold, and allf.eys 
unhappy, clinging precariously to the deck and sp:>nsons of the 
lea:li113 tanks. 

They were there as close-in anti-tank protection. Peculiar­
ly, many dia:i \\hen the bazooka hit. Others were killa:i by anti­
tank gll1fire, machine gtn fire, et cetera. If they hadn't been 
there the tanks by usi113 wi113 man tactics and reconna1ssance by 
fire had little or nothing to fear from bazooka men. If you v.ere 
bazookaa:i in an exploitation, you were sleeping! 

Of course, in a night movement, t~ or three dot.ghboys on 
every tank is a good idea and will offer sane protection to the 
tank W"len it is standing still. Even then they should be re­
lieva:i often s:> that they will be alert and energetic in playing 
this role. 

In this a:lvance p3rty, \\here should the platoon leader ride? 
In our division and others, he rode the lea:l tank. As the late 
General Patton said, "You can't p.~sh a piece of spaghetti, you've 
got to pull it." ktually, of course, there were several ad­
vantages, chiefly the ones of officer };Cestige and platoon 
morale. lbwever, it was not good for the morale of the platoon 
leader's crew necessarily, althou:Jh the writer detected a bit of 
quiet swagger croppi113 out in his oW'l. ""·· 

Also, a trained officer should have been able to follow a 
prescriba:i route more easily. lbfortll1ately, this wasn't always 
the case. In fact, it is the writer's finn oonviction that had 
the Gennans torn doW'l the sign p:>sts, half the .American armor 
1rt10Uld have been lost, or at least, noticeably slowed doW'l. 

The "Book" says the p:>int sh:>uld be a tank section, then the 
platoon · leader, then the other tank section. 'Ibis is a good 
idea. It is sound and 1r.10rkable. Too often \tben the platoon 
officer lf.SS in the leading vehicle, he became embroiled in a fire 
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fight and \tBS too busy properly to ernploy his platoon. 'Ibo busy, 
in fact, to rep:>rt the situation to his canpany carmamer. 'Ibis 
was confusing, ineffectual, and time w:1sting all arol.lld. 

If the platoon· lea3er W!S ridirg third he might have that 
manent or t\roO in W'lich to make his disp:>si tions and to rep:>rt, 
before becanirg lockErl in the old 'do or die' business. 

Arother a3vantage is one of rotating the p:>int job anong all 
the tanks, keepirg a fresh, alert man in front. 'Ihen there is 
the obvious saving in platoon officers, to train W'lom the 
goverrment spems certain sizable suns. 

()')ce the formation or order of march is decided upon the 
question arises: mw smuld this advance party move? In the 
exploitation P'lase speed is of paramount imp:>rtance. Speed makes 
for surpirse arrl saves lives arrl cannot be urXIerestimatErl. 'Ihe 
fact that a swift, aggressive a3vance actually saves lives in the 
lorg nn is imisputable. Nevertheless, · there are certain 
methods of movernent the a3vance p:trty can use W'lich will offer a 
better chance for surviva~, while accanplishirg the mission, than 
others. 1 

In S1ort, there are certain snall techniques W"lich, if 
employed meticulously, contribute to a fast, uninterrupted 
advance and minimun losses. 'Ihe most conmonly overlooked of 
these techniques, apparent in many of ur ArmorErl Divisions, W!!S 

caused by self stylErl 'a:Jgressive' cx:m11\anders, who in a mistaken 
lust for speErl 'threw the book aw:1y'. 'Ibis error, which has 
caused needless confusion and actual loss of time, was the one of 
allowirg oo distance between elernents of the advance guard . 

What occurred \tBS this. Wlen the leading elernent ran into 
fairly stiff resistance it was carmittErl piecerneal, cooppe;:l up, 
aoo a delay was occasioned by the resultant confusion. If there 
ha3 been an interval, that is to say, a distance between the 
IX> int, the a3vance p:trty and the rest of the a3vance guard, the 
situation w:>uld have develope;:l roore slowly arrl clearly, arrl the 
convnander of each element w:>uld have had time and space to exer­
cise his carmarrl furx:tion arrl use his troops in a deliberate, 
sound, and tactical manner. 'Ihus he could have brot.ght to bear 
the necessary force quickly to overcame the resistance. 

Of course, the distance between elements should oot be great, 
as one of the precepts of exploitation is to hit 'ern hard am 
quick. H:>wever, a blirxi hamnering, taking t.nnecessary losses, is 
not a part of the art of war, depeooent, as it is, on tank pro­
du:tion cap:tcity of the mme front. 

lt>w smuld the p:>int platoon move? Smuld it move in colunn 
doW'l the roa3 at a t.niform p:tce? 'Ibis W!!S the usual manner in 
roost divisions in exploitation phases. lt>wever, it is not the 
most intelligent and it is oot the fastest. Rlrthermore, it is 
not the steadiest. 

The best method in every sense is a movement by bol.llds; that 
is, within the advance party. 'Ihe way it has w:>rkErl superbly is 
this: the Jldvance G.Jard comnander (leading tank compa~y colilna'l-
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der) rides behind the p;:>int platoon at some distance. 1his 
distance, of course, varies with the terrain, but usually soould 
be sight or oot more than five hundred yards. 1his klvance Q.lard 
commander rides at an even pace (often set by the combat 
c00111ander). te is accomp:mied by an artillery forYBrd observer, 
and possibly, by a forward air controller. 

In front of him the p;:>int platoon ¥.Orks. 1he leading three 
tanks movirg rapidly fran cover to co,,:er under protection of the 
secorxl section. Great speed can be obtained by making these 
bourxls in an alternate manner. Wlen resistance is met the 
Mvance GJard corrmander stop;, sizes up the situation and takes 
action irrme:iiately. '!here is a distance bet\IJ!een him arrl the 
p;:>int and. he is free to employ his support intelligently or to 
by-pass obstacles or strorg p;:>ints witoout the necessity of 
back-breaking and reversing the column. 

'!his system was employed by the writer in the latter stages 
of the Y.ar during the oovance to the Elbe River. It w:ts dis­
covered that by movi rg this way the Advance Guard actually hoo to 
be requested to slow down by an exceptionally fast moving Combat 
Commander. 

While on the p;:>int of movement let LS consider the method of 
advance employed by this lea:! platoon. As has been state:i, the 
lead three tanks move q .. lickly from cover to cover mder the 
supp;:>rt of the other section. By quickly is meant top speed. In 
addition, these moving tanks should take W"lat might be calle:i 
evasive action (only, of course, if contact is believed inmi­
nent) • If p;:>ssible, terrain and waather {Ermitting, these tanks 
soould move abreast or in a modified wedge formation. Usually 
one on either side of the road and one continually criss-crossing 
the roa:l. '!he writer has said they move fran cover to cover. 
Naturally the distance from one covered p;:>si tion to another may 
be great, in ~ich case the lergth of the bourrl is limited to 
good fire support from the stationary section. Better oot make 
it more than six hundred yards. These tanks oow halt slrldenly 
and the other sectic;>n moves up fast. 

'!he fastest method is for the platoon leooer to pull out in 
front of this secorxl section and lead it in a fast alternate 
bound. '!he safest YBY is to displace forward successively 
because the forw:trd section, ~ile halted, has had a chance to 
size up the route ahead, pick the next stoppi rg place and perhaps 
reconnoiter by fire. 1his seems a good place to take the snall 
matter of the use of binoculars. 

The writer feels he can state without fear of contradiction 
that binoculars intelligently, quickly, and ceaselessly used by 
tank corrmanders saved many and many a tank. As is readily ap­
parent to anyone wh:> has tried they cannot be employed in a 
moving tank, even on the snoothest of rooos. All of W"lich is one 
of the greatest arguments for movement by bounds. A hasty recon­
naissance throu;h the glasses saves many a romd of arrmmi tion as 
the alternative is reconnaissance by fire. '!his, too, is the 
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reason the writer stresses the fast move and sudden stop. 
Early in the writer's experience, in fact, durin:J his first 

hour or t1r.10 of combat, he ma:ie the discovery that his driver \olaS 
too well traina:l in the smooth stop. Wlen ordera:l to halt, he 
coasted to a nice, easy stop. 'nle writer p.1t his binoculars to 
his eyes as the tank slowa:l arrl tria:l to observe ahea:i. The 
vibration ma:ie this absolutely imJX>ssible mtil the vehicle 
actually cane to rest. Durin:J this fifteen or twenty yards of 
coasting, the writer \olaS virtually blind and the tank \olaS an easy 
target, not havin:J even the snall advantage of relative spea:l. 
Needless to say, it became a tart of the driver's technique to 
halt as abruptly as JX>Ssible \>then carmaooa:l. 

'Ibis mention of binoculars leads naturally to a discussion of 
reconnaissance in general. In the exploitation phase of an 
armored a:ivance, speed and surprise are essential ingredients. 
There will be no coverin:J force, no reconnaissance ahead of this 
leading tank platoon. H:>\~ver, if this platoon leader \olants to 
give himself a chance for survival, he resorts to three types of 
reconnaissance (always remembering, though, that speed and 
surprise are potent advantages for him and must not be marra:l by 
wishy-washy, over cautious Irogress) • 'nlese forms of recon­
naissance are: use of binoculars, reconnaissance by fire, and 
personal dismolllted reconnaissance. 1dda:l to these might be a 
fourth. This fourth is be~rrl 1r.10rds to describe. It is in­
credible to many people. 'Ibis is the mu:::h sneered at "Nose for 
Krauts", \lthich many of us believed, aoo still believe, \'tie had. 

Be that as it may, we can discuss the more orthodox methods. 
The use of binoculars has already been discussep to sane extent. 
It is nearly superfluous to say that scrupulous care must be 
taken care of than. Cleanin:J material must be handy to wipe a\olay 
dust and rain. 'nlere is a nice, very precise length of the neck 
strap. Naturally the focus settin:JS must be knoWl, in fact they 
must be instinctive. It might be mentioned here that, as he 
moves, the tank carmaooer picks his dan:Jer spots aoo as soon as 
he stops, quickly scans each one, then goes back over them cqain 
more slowly. 

We come to that highly controversial subject: reconnaissance 
by fire. O"l this subject the writer had t\ttt> canplete chan:Jes of 
opinion. Im'ing his first days in combat, he employed it 
extensively. later it seema:l distractin:J, to destroy the 
element of surprise. 'lhen he gaily rode into a neat ambush just 
across the Rhine. Fran there on he fira:l on everythin:J remotely 
suspicious on the ground that it \olaS German in any case. Of 
course, the life span of tractors aoo other farm vehicles of sus-
picious silhouette \olaS short indeed. 

More seriously it sl'x>uld be said that reconnaissance by fire 
is almost a necessity if moving steadily. It is sometimes a 
waste of c:mm.11ition, but it has a decided morale factor. It is 
good for ~ur morale and decidedly disturbing to the other 
fellow;. lbwever, it sb:>uld be carefully controlla:l and done 
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intelligently. A movement by bounds, permitting a good look 
throUJh the glasses eliminates much firin:J. It is good also to 
have some sort of signal to· ootify those behind :you that :you are 
merely reconnoi terin:J by fire. say tw:> short bursts fran the 
co-ax. If this isn 1 t done some of the Infantry behind in the 
half-tracks will start shootin;J thirties, fifties, and rifles at 
everything in sight, thereby thoroUJhly confusing the issue 
(\otlich last phrase is a very polite way of sayin:J FUBAR}. 
Certain con:litions call for fire reconnaissance such as heavy 
woods, hedge line:i roads, isolate:i buildin:JS on the flanks and 
others. The ammunition supply, particularly that readily avail­
able in the turret must not be deplete:i and in sane cases may be 
an imFQrtant factor restricting this probing fire. 

'Ihe third type of reconnaissance is the one most often over­
looked by tank officers. 'lhat is the dismolD'lted personal recon­
naissance. Often there wasn't time. More often the writer is 
inclined to believe it \tliS merely an unwillingness to leave that 
steel shell and exp:>se one's person in that lonely, lonely and so 
very quiet no-man's land. Drawing cgain from his own experience, 
the writer became a believer on the third of AUJust, 1944 when in 
Yvre, France, he turned a right angle corner in a narrow street 
and cane face to face with a MK IV tank at the ridiculous ran:Je 
of thirty yards. 'Ihe tank \tBS manned and obviously \lei ting. 
Thanks to a gunner wtx> nee:ie:i oo urgin;J or even a carmand, the 
writer is presently able to pen this paper. 

Thereafter, the writer disroounte:i and took a peek whenever it 
seemoo indicated. It is better to sneak a peek over the crest of 
a hill and around the corner than to barge over or around with a 
tank. You can stretch :your lock just so far! 

Much has been said about control. Control of the individual 
tank, the platoon and the comp:my. First things must come first. 
Until one is able to control a tank almost as readily as a good 
rider controls a horse, he is oot ready for designation, 'lanker. 
This control is by interphone but that doesn 1 t tell the whole 
story. First there must be a system, a code, a standard pro­
ce:iure. Incidentally this should be standard in the platoon and 
the company at least. Actually it should be standard throUJhout 
the Armore:i Forces. Couple:i with this procedure are certain 
other factors less tarY;Jible but mainly based on a close under­
standin:J of each other by the carmander and driver. This ob­
viously can only be achieved throUJh lorg practice and, \tklile 
highly desirable, is not necessary as lon:J as there is a standard 
procedure. '!hat this procooure pays off \laS evidenced to the 
writer durin:J the recent misunderstandirg in Europe \!ben, because 
of breakdowns and losses, it \laS necessary for to fight with 
seven entirely different crews for varyin:J short periods. 

O'lce this control of the individual tank is achieved (inci­
dentally i~ involves set procedures between the turret crew 
members as well, (a gesture or a FQke or a slap is quicker than 
the interphone} we move into control of the section and platoon. 
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For speed and ease hand and arm signals are a must and are only 
limit~ by the intelligence, state of trainirg am irgenuity of 
the people involved. Another factor \tthich makes these signals a 
necessity is the constant r~Ho failure. 'Ibis ever present 
failure was due oot to design but to the tremendous abuse it 'IRlS 
necessary to give the tank radios in pursuit of operations. They 
were turned on contantly and oo time 'IRlS available for main­
tenance. 

Closely coupled with hand and arm signals '~.aS the setting up 
of simple but rigid standard operatirg procedures. Sane of these 
were simple plays something like the plays used in football. 
Others were the sectors of resp:msibility. Each tank carmamer 
had his own and stuck to it. A system the writer employed 
involv~ his tank am the first section. Wlen he halt~ or 
signalled a halt, the i2 tank habitually pull~ up abreast, if 
p:>ssible, arrl on the right am irrmediately scanned in that di­
rection. 'Ihe #3 tank perform~ in like fashion on the left. 'Ihe 
followirg section took the resp:>nsibili ty for the extreme right 
and left flanks and ~epared to move in either direction upon 
rece1v1rg a signal. . 

Connected with this is a lesson we learned thro~..gh bitter 
experience. 'Ihe German anti-tank guns, whenever p:>ssible, were 
sited to be mutally supporting and designed to suck one in, that 
is to say, to mousetrap the tnwary. At first while usirg the 
system outlined above the i2 and i3 tanks W>Uld pull into their 
p:>sitions in good style. lbwever, if the platoon leader was 

· firing to his front their attention naturally '~.aS attracted and 
without order they began to fire at targets to the front. Sane 
of our people then got knocked out by fire from the flanks--the 
worst part of which was the fact that oo one saw where the shot 
came fran. 'Ibis experience mooe it necessary for the i2 and 13 
tank coomanders to igoore the front am to cover their own areas. 
Naturally they glanced quickly every manent or tW> to't.ards the 
platoon leooer for orders but rigidly cover~ the sector for 
Which they were responsible. 

It can be said that control within the platoon depends on 
many thifl3S. Experience arrl practice, of course, are the best 
ways of developing this control. '!hen there is the method of 
control often list~ as the final resort in the texts. 'Ibis is 
usually referred to as 'example of the O:xnmander'. N:>thing can 
take the place of this method. lbwever, it will have oo effect 
unless the COmmander has achieved a reputation for intelligence, 
for skill arrl has been able to inculcate in his people an un­
swerving all for one, one for all spirit. While the writer does 
not necessarily advocate this policy for units larger than a 
platoon, he is convinced that oothing short of unqualified 
respect will do. If coupled with this respect, he can generate a 
spirit of absolute, utter comradeship his path will be easier; 
his chance for success then will be most likely. 

The tank platoon leader is faced with a si tuatton tnique 
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amoll!J officers. Each crew has five men. 12 is put of the crew 
of his tank. Obviously as a tank commander he has many menial, 
purely Itlysical duties to perform. lia must help Wi. th the re­
fuelirg. He must clean guns. 12 must help cha03e tracks. He 
stands guard duty in combat. It is necessary for him rot only to 
perfonn these duties but he must do than expertly. He cannot 
ever exhibit fear for he must zealously guard the morale of his 
men. Durirg an exploitation ¥.hen men and machines are pushed to 
to the limit, his job is multiplied many times. 'lhese are the 
times when his good nature cannot, even momentarily, fail. All 
this can be accomplished easily if the leader has a genuine 
affection for his men and thorot..ghly understands their weakness 
and their strength and respects their inherent nobility. 

'Ibis paper has m footnotes, oo refereoces but is the result 
of one man's research, his trials and errors and the trials and 
errors of many others wm are now represented by a white cross 
someW'lere in Europe. 

ANALYSIS 
This is a very useful piece of firsthand oovice to armor 

platoon leooers. The author learned after many months of combat 
the SOlJ'ldness of l::x>lnding overwatch, recon by fire, leading by 
exanple, harrl arrl ann signals, arrl the value of disrnountirg for 
reconnaissance. 
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AN ARMOOED TASK FORCE SEIZE 'IWO VITAL BRIDGES (August 1944) 

In toose isola tEd instarx::es in ~ich German armorEd units 
were at full strength, they ~re still able to attain local 
soccesses, even in the SLillner 1944. Durin:J the nights of 13 arrl 
14 August 1944 the 3d Panzer Division detrained at Kielce in 
southern R:>larrl. The division's mission was to stop the advarx::e 
of Russian forces that had broken through the German lines during 
the collapse of Army Group Center arrl to assist the withdrawing 
German formations in building up a new defense line near upper 
Vistula. 

In order to allow all ll1its of his division the time needEd 
to prepare for their next cacmi bnent arrl at the scrne time secure 
his route of advance, the division comnander decidEd to form an 
armorEd task force fran the l.l'lits that had detrainEd first. 'Ihe 
force 'lteS to be led by the conmander of the 2d 'lank Bat tal ion and 
was to consist of Tank Canpanies E arrl F, equipped with Panther 
tanks, one armored infantry company moll'lted in armored personnel 
carriers, arrl one battery equippEd with self-propelled 105-rrm. 
howitzers. 'Ihe task force 'lteS to lall1ch a surprise attack on 
Village z, situatEd approximately 30 miles east of Kielce, and 
seize the bridges south and east of the village in order to 
permit the main body of the division to advance alon:J the Kielce­
Opatow road to'lterd the Vistula (map 26). 
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'lhe attack \laS to be lall'lched at dawn on 16 August. kcord­
irg to air reconnaissance infonnation obtaine:l at 1800 on 15 
August, Village z was held by relatively weak R.Jssian forces and 
no major troop movements were observe:) in the area. 'Ihe only 
Germ.:ll ll'li t stationed in the area between Kielce and Village Z 
was the !88th Infantry Regiment, ~ich occupie:l the high grourxi 
east of River A and \tbose comnand p:>st w:ts in Village X. 

'Ihe terrain was hilly. Fields plante:l with grain, p:>tatoes, 
arrl beets were interspersed with p1tches of forest. 'Ihe weather 
was Slllny arrl dry, with high daytime temperatures arrl cool moon­
light nights. 'Ihe oours of sunr ise and sunset were 0445 and 
1930, respectively. 

The task force conmander receive:) his orders at 2000 on 15 
ALgust arrl in'mediately began to stooy the plan of attack. Since 
the ll'lits that were to p1rticipate in the operation had not yet 
been alerte:l, the entire task force could not p:>ssibly be ready 
to move out before 2300. 'D'le maximun speed at W'lich his force 
could drive over a dusty dirt road without headlights \laS 6 miles 
an oour. 'Ihe approach march to Village z ~uld therefore require 
a minimun of 5 oours. Takirg into account the time nee:le:l for 
refueling and deploying his ll'lits, the conmander arrive:) at the 
conclusion that the attack could not be launche:l before dawn. 
Since the operation might thus be deprived of the element of 
surprise, he decide:) to employ an advance guard that w:~s to move 
out one oour earlier than the bulk of his force, reach Village X 
by 0200 at the latest, and cover the remainirg 9 miles in 1 1/2 
hours. After a short halt the advance guard could lall'lch the 
attack on Village z just before dawn. 

At 2020 the task force comnander assembled the conmanders of 
the participatirg lllits at his CP and issue:) the followirg verbal 
orders: 

COmpany F, 6th Tank Regiment, reinforced by one platoon 
of annore:l infantry, will form an advance guard that will be 
ready to move out at 2200 in order to seize Village z and the 
t~ bridges across River B by a coup de main. A reconnais­
sance detachment will guide the advance guard to Village X. 
~ tnx::ks loade:l with gasoline will be taken alorg for re­
fueling, 'lilich is s::heQuled to take place in the W>ods t~ 
miles west of Village z. 

'Ihe main body of the task force will follow the advance 
guard at 2300 and fonn a march col1.1m in the followirg order: 
2d Tank Bat tal ion Headquarters, Compmy E of the 6th Tcmk 
Regiment, Battery A of the 75th Artillery Regiment, arrl 
COmpany A of the 3d Armored Infantry Regiment (less one 
platoon). After crossirg River A, the tank canpany will take 
the lead, followed by battalion headquarters, the armored 
infantry company, and the artillery battery in that order. 

'Ihe task force will halt and refuel in the W>ods 2 miles 
east of ·village z. Radio silence will be lifte:l after River 
A has been crossed. 
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'nle corrmander of Comp:my F will leave at 2100 and accom­
pany me to the CP of 188th Infantry Re:J iment arrl establish 
contact with that lJ1it. COmpany E's corcmander will take 
charge of the march column from Kielce to Village X. 
Upon receiving these instructions the corcmander of Company F, 

Lieutenant Zobel, returnErl to his lJ1it, assemblErl the platoon 
leaders, the first sergeant, and the maintenance section chief 
arrl briefErl than. ~ irrlicatErl the march route, \oklich they 
entered on their map:;. Fbr the march from Kielce to Village X, 
the heooquarters section was to drive at the heed of the colunn, 
followed by the four tank platoons, the armored infantry platoon, 
the gasoline trocks, arrl the mess arrl maintenance section. 'nle 
ranking platoon leader was to be in charge of the colunn mtil 
Zobel joinErl it in Village X. lbt coffee was to be servErl half 
an oour before the time of departure, \\hich 'laS scheduled for 
2200. The reconnaissance detachment was to move out at 2130 arrl 
post guides along the rooo to Village X. 

After issuirg these instructions to his subordinates, Zobel 
rejoined the task force corcmander, with W"lom he drove to Village 
X. Wlen they arrivErl at the CP of the 188th Infantry Regiment, 
they were given detailed information on the situation. 1hey 
learnErl that, after heavy fightirg in the Opatow region, the 
regiment had withdrawn to its FCesent positions during the night 
of 14-15 August. Attanpts to establish a continous line in con­
jmction with other mits withdrawing westward from the upper 
Vistula were urrler way. '!be Russians hcd oo far not advanced 
beyond Village z. TWo Folish civilians Who had been seized in the 
woods west of the village hcd statErl that oo Russians were to be · 
seen in the forest. 

The task force corcmander thereupon ordered Zobel to carry out 
the plan of attack as instructErl. Zobel awaitErl the arrival of 
the cdvance guard at the western outskirts of Village x. W1en 
the column pullErl in at 0145, Zobel assunErl cOOlllarrl arrl re-formed 
the march colunn with the lst Tank Platoon in the lead, followed 
by the hecdquarters section, the 2d and 3d Tank Platoons, the 
armored infantry platoon, the Wheeled elanents, and the 4th Tank 
Platoon. A guide fran the 188th Infantry Regiment rode on the 
lead tank of the lst Platoon lJ1til it reached the outpost area 
beyorrl River A. The colunn arrivErl at the German outpost at 
0230. 'Ihe sentry reported that he had oot observed any RJssian 
movanents durirg the night. Zobel rcrlioErl the task force 
conmander that he was going into action. 

'lb permit better observation the tanks drove with o~n 
hatches. 1he tank corcmanders stood erect with. their heads 
anergirg fran the cupolas, listenirg with a headset. 'nle other 
apertures of the tanks were buttoned up. Qmners and locrlers 
stood by to open fire at a manent' s notice. In anticipation of 
an encounter with R..lssian tanks the gms were loadErl with armor­
piercirg shells. 

At 0345 the oovance guard reached the WX>dErl area ·in \tthich it 
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was to halt and refuel. 'Ihe tanks formoo t~ row;, one on each 
side of the roai, \ltlile armoroo infantrymen providoo security to 
the east and \leSt of the halted colunn. Sentries \~ere p:>sted at 
50-yard intervals in the forest north arrl south of the roai. 
Trucks loaioo wi. th gasoline cans drove along the road between the 
t~ rows of tanks, stoppirg at each pair of tanks to unloai the 
full cans and picking up the empties on their return trip. 'Ihe 
loaders helpoo the drivers to refuel arrl check their vehicles. 
'Ihe gumers checked their weap:>ns, \ltlile each radio operator drew 
coffee for his tank crew. Zobel gave the platoon leaders arrl 
tank corrmanders a last briefing and asked one of the returning 
tnr:::k drivers to hand-carry a message on the progress of the 
operation of the task force corrmander in Village X. 

Accordirg to Zobel's plan of assualt, the advance guard \laS 
to emerge fran the ~ods in t~ colunns. 'Ihe one on the left \laS 
to canprise the 1st Tank Platoon, headquarters section, arrl the 
4th 'lank Platoon, ~ereas the right colunn \<aS to be comp:>sed of 
the 2rl and 3d Tank Platoons arrl the armoroo infantry platoon. 
'Ihe 1st Platoon \laS to take up p:>si tions opposite the southern 
edge of Village Z, the 2rl at the foot of the hill south of it. 
Under the ~otection of these two platoons the 3d end 4th 
Platoons were to seize the south bridge in conju:tion with the 
armored infantry platoon, drive throtgh the village, and capture 
the secorrl bridge locatoo about half a mile east of the village. 
'Ihe 2d Platoon 'fiBS to follow across the south bridge, drive 
throtgh the village, arrl block the roai leadirg northward. 'Ihe 
1st Platoon was to follow and secure the south bridge. 'Ihe tanks 
were not to open fire until they encounteroo enemy resistance. 

Zobel did mt serrl out any reconnaissance detachments because 
he did not want to attract the attention of the Russians. In 
drawing up his plan Zobel kept in mind that the success of the 
operation ~uld deperrl on proper timirg arrl on the skill arrl 
resourcefulness of his platoon corrmanders. Because of the 
swi. ftness with \ltlich the raid \<aS to take place, he ~uld have 
little opportunity to influence the course of events once the 
attack was urrler Wly. 

At 0430, \ltlen the first tanks moved out of the ~s, it was 
almost daylight and the visibility was approximately 1,000 yards. 
As the 1st and 2d Platoons \~ere driving down the road toward 
Village z, they were soodenly taken urrler flankirg fire by 
'Russian tanks and Cl"lti-tank guns. 'Ihree German tanks were 
irrmediately disabled, one of them catchirg fire. Zobel ordered 
the t~ platoons to wi. thdraw. 

Since the element of surprise m lofl3er existed and the 
advance guard hai lost three of its tanks, Zobel abaooonoo his 
plan of attack and decided to aw:li t the arrival of the main body 
of the task force. He re{X)rtoo the failure of the operation by 
radio, and at 0515 his ll1its were joined by the main force. 
After Zobel had made a re{X)rt in person, the task force carmaooer 
decided to attack Village z before the R.lssian garrison could 
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receive reinforcements. '!his time the attack w:~s to be lamched 
fran the south urrler the protection of artillery fire. 

The plan called for Zobel's comp1ny to corrluct a feint attack 
alo~ the SCII\e route it hcrl previously taken arrl to fire on 
targets of opportunity across the river. Meam.hile ComJ;any E and 
the arrnore::l infantry company were to drive southward, skirt the 
hill, and approach Village Z fran the s:>uth. W"lile the 3d end 
4th Platoons of Company E, the arrnorErl infantry company, and 
canJ;any F were to coocentrate their fire on the southern edge of 
the village, the 1st and 2d Platoons of Company E were to thrust 
across the s:>uth bridge, drive into the village, turn east at the 
market square, arrl capture the east bridge . As soon as the first 
t~ platoons had driven across the bridge, the other tanks of 
Company E were to close up arrl push on to the northern edge of 
the village. '!he armored infantry vehicles were to follow across 
the south bridge arrl support the 1st and 2d Platoons in their 
efforts to seize the east bridge. Com};any F was to annihilate 
any Russian forces that might continue to offer resistance at the 
southern edge of the village. '!he artillery battery w:~s to go 
into p:>si tion at the edge of the ~ods arrl support the tanks. 

No roore than two tank platoons could be employed for the 
initial thrust because the south bridge could !support only one 
tank at a time. All the remaining fire p:>wer of the task force 
~uld be needed to lay doW1 a curtain of fire I alo~ the entire 
southern edge of the village. '!his w:IS the most effective means 
of neutralizi~ the enemy defense duri~ the critical period when 
t~ tank platoons were driving tow:~rd the bridge. 'Ib facilitate 
the approach of the tanks to the bridge, the artillery battery 
w:~s to lay down a snoke s=reen south of the village along the 
river line. Havi~ once entered the village, the t~ lead 
platoons were oot to let themselves be diverted from their 
objective, the east bridge. The elimination of enemy resistance 
w:~s to be left to the follow-up elements. 'lhe attack w:~s to 
start at 0600. 

'!he tanks of Com};any E refueled quickly in the w:>ods, and the 
battery went into p:>si tion. '!he task force w:~s ready for action. 

canpany F j unped off at 0600. '!he task force conmander and 
an artillery observer were with the company. The battery gave 
fire support against pinp:>int targets. At 0610 the tanks of 
Company E emerged from the ~ods in colunns of tw:>, formed a 
wedge, turned southward, and merle a wide circle around the hill. 
'!he vehicles of the armored infantry company followed at close 
distance. As the tanks and armored personnel carriers approached 
the hill fran the south, they were soodenly taken under Russian 
machinegm and anti tank rifle fire from the top of the hill. '!he 
carmarrler of Company E slowed doW1 arrl aske::l for instructions. 
'lhe task force colllllander radioed instructions to engage only 
those Russians on the hill who obstructed the continuation of the 
attack. 'Ihe tanks of Com};any E thereupon deployed and crlvanced 
on a brocrl front, thus offeri~ protection to the personnel 
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carriers W'lich were vulnerable to antitank grenades. Soon 
afterward Canpany E rep:>rtoo that it hcrl neutralizoo the Russian 
infantry on the , hill and YBS ready to latnch the assual t. 1he 
task force cOOillarrler . thereup:>n gave the signal for firirg the 
artillery concentration on the southern edge of the villa:Je. 
Three minutes later the 1st and 2d Platoons drove toward the 
bridge and crossed it in single file, \tohile Cbmp:my F' s tanks 
approachoo the crossirg site fran the west. 

As soon as the last tank of lst and 2d Platoons had crossed 
the bridge, the other t\ooO platoons of Canpany E arrl the armored 
personnel carriers closed up at top speed. 1he t~ lead platoons 
drove thro1.J3h the village arrl capturoo the east bridge without 
encol.D1tering any resistance. 1he 3d and 4th Platoons overran the 
Russian infantry troops tryirg to escape northward arrl knocked 
out t~ retreating Russian tanks at the oorthern edge of the 
village. Soon afterward all units rep:>rtoo that they had 
accomplished their missions. 

1he task force corrmander then organized the defense of 
Village z, which he was to hold until the arrival of the main 
body of the 3d Panzer Division. 'lWo tank platoons blocked the 
rocrl lecrlirg northward, t\ooO protectoo the east bridge, t~ 
armored infantry platoons set up outp:>sts in the forest east of 
River B, arrl the remainirg units constitutoo a reserve force 
within the villa:Je. 1he artillery battery took up p:>sitions on 
the south bank of the river close to the south bridge. Its gtns 
were zeroed in on the oorthern and eastern approach rocrls to the 
village. 

AN.l\LYSIS 
In this action the task force corrmander merle the mistake of 

orderirg Zobel's advance guard to hold arrl refuel in the ~ods 2 
miles west of Village z. In issuing this order he applied the 
principle that tanks goirg into combat must carry sufficient fuel 
to assure their mobility throi.J3hout a day's fighting. Al.tho1.J3h 
this principle is valid in general, it should have been 
disregarded in this particular instance. Since the element of 
surprise v.es of decisive imp:>rtance for the soccess of the 
operation, everything should have been subordinated to catching 
the Russians unpreparoo. If necessary, the advance guard should 
have been refueled as far back as Village X or shortly after 
crossirg River A. Since the woods actually usoo for the 
refueling halt v.es only 2 miles from Village z, the German 
commander should have forseen that the noise of startirg the tank 
engines \ooOUld Yarn the RJssian outp:>sts \ttlo happended to be on 
the hill south of the village. A surprise attack must be planned 
so carefully that no such risk of premature discovery is taken. 

Moreover, the task force commander should not have stayoo in 
Villa:Je x; but should have led the crlvance guard in person. By 
stayirg up with the lecrl elements, he ~uld have been able to 
exercise better control over both the advance guard and the main 
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body of his force. 
'Ihe attack by the fully assembled task force w:ts properly 

planned arrl its execution met with expected quick soccess. 

2-50 



TANKS IN ROu:JH 'IERRAIN 

O'le often hears the statement, "'Ibis is not tank com try", 
applied to rough or momtainous terrain. 'lanks can be used in 
any terrain if the neErl for than is great enotgh to make the ex­
penditure of time and labor profitable. 'Ihe tank can be man­
ueverErl into sane p:>si tion fran which it can fire into almost any 
sp:>t on the earth that an enemy would elect to defend if suffi­
cient time is allowed for reconnaissance. 

'Ihe basic coocepts and principles of the use of armor, speed 
of maneuver, tremeooous fire p:>wer, violence, am shock action 
are the same W'lether in rotgh, momtainous coll1try or level and 
gently rollin:J comtry. 'Ihe differences are minor chan:Jes in 
technique of employment dictated by the terrain and the fact the 
officers probably fight the terrain harder than the enemy. 

'Ihe limited space that is p:1ssable to tanks generally reduce 
the mmber that may be anployErl. Pn annorErl division would look 
quite ridiculous stnng out along a moll1tain roa1 fighting on a 
one or two tank fornt. O'le canpany of tanks with attachnents on 
a given route or roa1 is, ordinarily, the best emplo}ment. A 
company gives good tactical and administrative control and 
provides as many tanks as can be used in the most circliTlstances. 

Tanks soould not be assignErl the dominant offensive or 
defensive role in momtainous area. '!his role should go to the 
infantry with tanks attachErl for supp:>rt. 'Ibis supp:>rt may 
inclooe their use as a major striking force for limited objec­
tives when the opp:>rtunity presents itself but the infantry must 
be prep:ired at all times to press on alone W'len difficult terrain 
delays or tanp:>rarily halts the progress of the tanks. Infantry 
must seize a bridgehead a=ross serious obstacles. Engineers can 
then prepare a crossin:J for the tanks.· 

Mountains offer a great variety of natural obstacles and 
m.merous places where movement is restrictEd to such an extent 
that effective man-ma:ie obstacles can be prepared. Major C. J. 
Ma1den, ccmnamer ofthe annor attachErl to the lOth ftk>mtain 
Division during the attack on Mt. BelvEdere in Italy states, "As 
usual, aside fran the eternally restrictive terrain, the annor 
was delayed by mines and demolitions." (*1) 'Ibis calls for ex­
tensive use of en:Jineer troop;. Since the danam on divisional 
ef¥3ineers is always heavy, it is a1visable to obtain these troop; 
fran corps en:Jineer units. 

'Ihe 760th 'lank Battalion operated for about two months in 
1944 with a canpany of the 19th En:Jineer Regiment attachErl. Nl. 
engineer platoon was sub-attached to each mErliliTI tank compmy. 
'lbe en:Jineers were parcelErl out in this manner because the 
battalion had the three mediliTI comp:mies attached to different 
regimental combat teams with the battalion hea1quarters am light 

*1. Major c. J. Madden, "Rep:>rt of ktion - Mt. BelevErlere 
Attack", USA-1653. 
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tank comp1ny under division control. 'Ihe mooiun comp1nies 
attacha:i their tank-dozer to the ergineer platoon \tklich greatly 
increased the platoon's efficiency and furnished direct radio 
coomlJ1ications. 'Ibis set-up materially speoooo up the advance of 
the tank comp1nies and enabloo them to give more continoot5 
support to the infantry. 

Most of the \oiOrk done by the engineers for the advancement of 
armor will be of value in the movement of supplies. On the other 
hand, the movement of large nunbers of tanks over narrow and 
often thinly surfaced roolJ1tain roads often weakens these roads so 
moch the movement of supplies is impedoo. 

Civilians can sometimes be usoo to gooo advantage in combat 
areas. 'Ihe road between La Spezia and Genoa, Italy winds along 
the coast through jaggoo, barren masses of igneous rock that rise 
several thousand feet abruptly out of the fo'Editerranean. 'Ihrough 
a nunber of fortunate circunstances, the German Arrrrt w:ts not able 
to defend these hills with any strength and a hastily organized 
tean of one tank canpany arrl a roo tori zoo battalion of infantry 
was able to make the entire distance in t"\-10 days. About 1500 
hours the first day, the force w:ts hal too by a large crater in 
the road. 'Ihe crater ....as approximately fifty feet lorg and 
thirty feet deep, arrl on one side of the road the mountain 
ascended in a vertical cliff, on the other side ....as an almost 
equally abrupt drop of one hundroo feet. It w:ts near a snall 
toW'l and rot covered by fire, so many civilians came out to see 
\tklat "\IOUld happen. The one tank-dozer was incapable of doirg 
anything about the crater, W"lich ....as blasted out of solid rock, 
arrl the ergineer bulldozers had been far out.distancoo. 'lhe task 
of filling the role by hand looked like a ropeless job but about 
one hundroo civilian men, wanen, arrl children arrl as many 
soldiers were IXJt to \oiOrk carrying the blasted-out rock back into 
the crater. In an rour the first tank trioo it and made it. 
Before dark the engineers had the road p1ssable to trucks. 

'Ihe Germans were continually surprisoo at the places the 
American tanks could get to in W:>rld War II. '!his failure to 
anticip1te arrl prepare adequate defense against armor in these 
places cost them at least one major defeat When General George s. 
Patton made his classic break-through the Eiffel Fbrest and many 
minor local defeats. 

<he mtable example ....as the battle for Terracina during the 
5th Army's "march on Rane". 'Ihe roomtains ccrne out to meet the 
sea at Terracina and drop precipitously from a height of 650 feet 
to the ....ater's edge at the eastern extremity of the city. 'Ihe 
road entering from the 1merican side or eastern side ....as out into 
the cliff. On top of the hill, Mt. Teodorica, W"lich overlooked 
the sea, was Palazino Teodorica, W"lich the enemy used as an 
artillery OP; arrl risirg behirrl that, the mountains stretched 
higher and higher. N::>rthwest of Terracina about twenty miles ....as 
the southern errl of the Anzio Beach-head arrl the Germans elected 
to rold here to prevent the main body of the 5th Army from 
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joining with the J!nzio forces. 'nley put a deep crater in . the 
ro~ at a P'int ~ere it was imP'ssible for tanks to bypass it 
and covered it heavily by fire. 'nley put a stroJ'l3 infantry force 
on Teodorica am the surrouroirg hills am sat doW'l in their 
holes to ....ai t for us. 

'Ihe infantry and tanks reached the rocd block at approxi­
mately 0100 on 22 May 1944. ~t an eneny shot hcd been fired 
since the FCev ious afternoon. Q.Ji te a large nunber of tankers, 
infantr:rmen, am ergineers assemblEd aroum the crater to see 
W"lat could be done about it and then the enemy opened up. Wlen 
dawn cane it was found that the ro~ was covered by snipers in 
the hills for t\tt10 miles back. en the other side of the rocd 'fiBS 

the sea. Attenpts were rnooe to fill the crater durirg the day of 
the 22nd but to no avail. 'IWo tanks that tried to cover the 
eD3ineer' s efforts were knockErl out in the ro~ ~ich further 
blocked it. en the morning of the 23rd, t~ determined infantry 
attacks on Teodorica were repulsed. 

In the meantime Lt. COl. Slrii ft of the 48th Ehg ineer Bat tal ion 
discovered a stretch of the ancient Via Appia that lecd up to the 
top of Teodorica. 'Ihe ancient .Rxnans, without dynamite, fol.l'ld it 
easier to build their rocds over the mountains than through then. 
'Ihis old ruin of a rocd 'fiBS not on the map and 'fiBS barely 
discemable on the groum. A light tank canpany equipped with MS 
tanks ....as alerted to ·attack up this rooo and capture the 
momtain. Terracina lay directly at the foot of this momtain 
and beyond that \ollere the R>ntine Marshes and the beg inning of the 
flat lam similar to the Anzio beachhecd area. 

The engineers commenced work immediately clearing and 
improvirg the old Ranan ro~. 'lhe tanks startErl up after about 
four h:>urs of bulldozer and demolition ~rk by the engineers. 
The le~ tank threw a track at a P'int where it was impossible to 
bypass it so an eJ'l3 ineer bulldozer, \tbich 'fiBS still ahead, pushed 
the tank almost over the cliff. At about 1700 on 23 May the 
tanks finally reached the top. 

'Ibis turned out to be a snall plateau with t~ large, 
stro03ly constru:ted, stone houses on the palacial order am a 
cemetery, la Del ibra. ene of the houses 'fiBS Palazino Teodorica 
~ich ....as on the highest part of the momtain at a P'int where it 
dropped very abruptly into the sea and directly above the rocd 
block on the modem ro~ into Terracina. 'Ihe other house was La 
casina and sat on the Via Appia Antica W"lich 'fiBS quite distinct 
on the plateau am was directly in front of the tanks. 

'lhe first platoon fanned out and formed a base of fire. 'Ihe 
other tw:> platoons movErl to the left am right sprayirg the rocks 
with machine gms. 'Ihe 1st Platoon moved up to La C!sina. 'Ihe 
snall anns fire there was heavy am the 37nm gllls, which were the 
heaviest armCJnent carried on the M5 tanks ,did no apparent damcge 
to the heavy walls. A platoon of M4 tanks reached the top at 
this time and their heavier 75nm gms knocked great holes in the 
walls of la casina am quickly silerx:Erl the opP'si tion there. 
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The M4 tanks then turned their gms on Palazino Teodorica W"lile 
the light tanks spr-aye:i the rocks ard comtryside in general. 

Within an mur the molJ'ltain ~s completely secured. After 
soch stlbborn defense, a comterattack ~s expecte:i ard as it ~s 
nearly dark, the infantry dt.g in and reorganized. 'Ihe enemy put 
an intense artillery concentration on the hill durirg the night 
but the couterattack did mt materialize. lklder cover of 
darkness ard the artillery, the enemy all withdrew fran Terracina 
and the next day overland oontact ~s made with the ffizio 
Beachhecd. 

'Ihe Germans were &> certain that tanks could never get at 
them on ft'bunt Teodorica that they did not have their individual 
antitank weaP>ns, bazooka and tanzerfaust with them. 'Ihey faile:i 
even to get artillery supP>rt in time. As a result, W'len tanks 
did get on the momtain, they faced only snall arms and mortar 
fire W'lich did no dmage. 'Ihe momtain ~s capture:i witmut the 
loss of a tank or infantr~an except for those casual ties 
suffere:i in the two previous all infantry attempts. 

Tremendous casual ties can be inflicted on the enemy W'len he 
is surprisEd ard ca~..ght off guard. ffi interestirg exanple can be 
found in the attack on Al.banete tbuse near Cassino, Italy. At 
the height of the attacks on Cassiro in February 1944, a British 
Indian Sapper lJ'lit built a roeki mder cover of darkness part ~y 
up ft'bnte Cassiro, overlookirg the toWl. A plan was develope:i to 
send an infantry force reinforce:i by a light tank company up this 
route to their objective, Albanet House. 

Colonel Devore reP>rts the experiences of one tank crew of 
this force in detail. (*2) He attributes them with killing 50 to · 
75 enemy. 'Ihe tank comnander, Sgt. Lawrence M. OJster, states, 
" ••• just as I got to the top ard could look doW'l the ~y for 
maybe seventy-five yards, I ran over a mine ••• when the snoke and 
dust clearEd a~y, I heki my heed out ~tchirg ard saw a mule 
train coming up the trail. 'Ihere were a lot of Germans with the 
train ard I let loose with the machine gll'l and alSl with the 
37rrm. 'lhey were all standing still looking at the tank, 
apparently with lots of surprise ard it took them aW'lile to 
realize we were their enemy. By that time I had gotten at least 
15 of than and 5 or more of the mules." 

Sgt. OJster stayed with the disabled tank despite the fact 
that an enemy artillery battery was in P>Sition only 300 yards 
away and continued firing ll'ltil his crrmlJ'lition ~s exhausted. He 
am one other ment>er of his crew were soccessfully rescue:i by 
another light tank. 

This attack was repulsed a1d one of the IX"inciple reasons \oaS 
the inability of the MS light tanks to ne;otiai:e the rot.gh 
terrain without throwing off tracks. Ten of the seventeen tanks 

*2. Col. Devore, A~ Cbserver, "1be Attack on Albanete l:buse", 
USA-385. 
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that ma:ie the attack ~Nere lost: five threw tracks, tw:> became 
stu::k, t~ hit mines, arrl one was knockEd out by an antitank glJ'l. 
'Ihe Iresent track with center guides has FE"Oven mu::h more 
effective arrl efficient. If this attack ha:i been made with M24 
tanks, W"lich had rot then been developed, it is p:>ssible only 
three tanks might have been lost arrl the superior fire p:>wer of 
the 75rnn glJ'l might have turned the tide of the battle. 

Arx>ther outstarrlirg, altb:n~h not typical exanple of W'lat can 
be gained from surprise comes from the attack of the 1st 
Battalion, 6th RB3iment, 1st Brazilian Infantry Division alorg 
Highway 62 against Fornova, Italy. Fornova lies in a snall 
valley openirg into the R> Valley with molJ'ltains on either side 
atx>ut 1000 to 1500 feet high. · 

01e platoon of medit.m tanks \laS attached to this battalion 
for armor supp:>rt. 'Ihe attack carmeocErl on 28 April 1945. 
Antitank, 20rnn, mortar and artillery fire held up the advance of 
the tanks arrl infantry alorg the roa:i arrl mines greatly limited 
the opp:>rtunities for deplo}ment of the tanks. 'Ihe drive \laS 
stoppEd at Giaoo. 

'Ihe tank compmy comnander lead atother lJ'lattached platoon 
witoout · infantry supp:>rt into the high grourrl south~Nest of 
Fornova. 'Ihis encircling movement app:.rently caught the enemy 
completely unaware arrl about twelve tru::ks ~Nere destroyed by fire 
from high groll'ld. It \PBS imp:>ssible to get do'WI'l into Fornova 
from that p:>int. 'Ihe enemy b83an millirg about in complete 
confusion and the tanks fired 300 rolnis of 76mn and 10,000 
rounds of 30 caliber ammlJ'lition into the p:>sitions in the valley 
before dark. 

'Ihe enemy, thinking he was completely cut off, sent 
emissaries that night to the tanks to n83otiate a surrerrler. 'Ihe 
emissaries ~Nere cooou::ted to the Bl"azilian Command R:>st. 'Ihe 
next day, 29 April 1945, 13,879 enemy troops, incll~ing 820 
officers, with over 4000 horses and 1000 assorted vehicles 
surrenderEd to the Brazilian forces. (*3). 

O'le tank of the encircling platoon W!S destroyed by an enemy 
bazooka. 

'Ihe surreooer of so large a force to so snall a lJ'li t is not 
typical; it happenEd at a time W'len resistance WlS b83innirg to 
crt.mble all over Italy. 'nle enemy comnatder Irobably grasped at 
the first half-Wly honorable opp:>rtunity to surrender. 

Tanks are Irimarily an offensive ~Neap:m and in the defense, 
their offensive qualities soould be utili zed to the utm:>st by 
holding tanks in reserve to be used as a colJ'lterattacking force. 
'Ihe tanks' mobility enables them to reach any threatened p:>int 
quickly and they can be employed in mass only W'len so held in 
reserve. 

Mountain terrain may place such limitations on the mobility 
of tanks that it will be impractical to use then for a counter­
attacking force dl.e to the lack of suitable routes to all p:>ints 
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*3. After Action Reports, 760th Tank Battalion: "Report of 
Action fran 1 AJ;X"il thru 30 April 1945". 
on the front of the suworted I.J'lit. 'nleir fire p:>wer may still 
be utilizErl tQ great crlavantage by placirg the tanks in selected 
firing p:>sitions on the infantry front. Reconnaissance for 
p:>sitions should begin as soon as the grourrl is capturErl to give 
sufficient time to manuever the tanks into p:>sition. 'nlis · 
operation should be a part of arrl coordinatErl with the infantry's 
organization for holding the grolJ'ld. 

'Ibis type of anployment will fall into t\\10 classifications; 
one, tanks outposted and ~otected by infantry to form strong 
points, arrl t\\10, tanks used merely to reinforce arrl add vol1.1ne to 
the fires of the infantry. strorxJ p:>ints are only of value \!hen 
placErl in likely avenues of approach. 

Speed of movanEmt is one of the chief protective means of the 
ltnerican tank; but in this type of anployment, movanent must be 
kept to a minimun so special an}ilasis must be placed on camolr 
flage arrl concealment. Alternate p:>sitions nearby should be 
prep:tred. The enemy will make every attem}:X to bring cntitank 
glJ'ls to bear on the tanks if they locate than. 

'llle 88th Division, with a tank battalion attached, was 
advancirg slowly arrl with great difficulty thro~..gh molJ'ltainous 
ter.rain south of Bologna, Italy in C:Ctober 1944. 'nle division's 
bourrlaries lErl it alorg the route Mt. Graooe, ltt:>nte Calderaro, 
Mt. Vedriano, then several miles of diminishing foothills and the 
R> Valley. Capturirg the R> Valley \\!Ould deprive the enany of a 
valuable S)urce of suwly as well as excellent routes of suwly 
arrl coomi.J'lications, therefore it was the objective of the entire 
15th Army Group in Italy. ltt:>reover, to the moi.J'ltain weary 
soldier in Italy, the flat larrl of the R> Valley seanErl like the 
Pranised land. ENer')!One fran generals to ~ivates earnestly 
desirErl to get there quickly. 1be Germans on the other harxl 
desired desperately to hold it. 

'Ihe division's attack on Mt. Grarxle ~s merle with very little 
effective supp:>rt fran tanks since there were oo rocrls, arrl the 
terrain ~s rough and steep, and the grolJ'ld too soft for tanks to 
negotiate it. Initially one mErliun company was anployErl ~lorg an 
ll'limFCoved rocrl on the division's right flank, one mErliun oomp:tny 
plus one platoon fired indirect fire reinforcirxJ division 
artillery, and the other mErliun oompmy less one platoon did 
practically nothirg. 

'Ihe moll'ltain ~s ca}:Xured at dawn on 21 C:Ctober 1944, a 
mErliun tank company, less one platoon, (eleven tanks) arrl a tank 
recovery vehicle started \.4> the molJ'ltain by a very rolJ'ld-about, 
previously reconnoi terErl route leCKi by a bulldozer. 'Ihe mission 
of the tanks ~s to take p:>si tions on the molJ'ltain to support the 
infantry. 'Ihe leCKi tank belorgirg to the company coomarrler 
rolled into a ravine \!hen the newly mCKie trail gave ~y on the 
outside edge. 

The tanks proceeded on and reached the crest of a ridge 
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leading into Mt. Graooe by mid-afternoon. '!here \taS a cart trail 
alorg the top of this ridge. 'Ihe infantry \taS d~ in on the 
reverse or south slope of this ridge and the cart trail generally 
markErl the line of outp:>sts. 'Ihe plan requirErl the tanks to 
proceed over this trail to Mt. Graooe. 

A heavy rain carmerx:ed just as the tanks reached the crest of 
the ridge and the trail. 'Ihe lead tank slipped off the trail and 
becane stuck in the mud 1000 yards west of Farneto. Attsnpts to 
pull it out with other tanks were tnsuccessful. 'lhe tank 
recovery vehicle had stopped to retrieve the company commander's 
tank without success and had been ca~ht by the rain and oould 
not clint> the slick mol.l'ltainside. ~ more tanks \~~~ere stuck in 
by-p:tssing the one west of Parneto. 

It was oow night, and to complicate matters, the rain had 
changed to a heavy fog. Visibility was zero. 'Ihe lead tank of 
the column ran off the road at Farneto and rolled onto its right 
side. Pn inspection of the trail ahead, made on haoos and knees, 
iooicatErl that it had became too narrow for a tank to negotiate 
in the daylight and certainly too narrow for a foggy night. 
Aoother by-p:tss was attsnptErl . and four more tanks were stuck; 
t~ got thro~h. 

These t~ tanks successfully reached the side of Mt. Graooe 
and backErl a short distance up a trail leadirg to the top. 
Visibility imiXoved at dawn and the platoon leader with the t~ 
tanks attanpted to move than fifty yards to a more concealed 
p:>sition. 'lhe lead tank threw a track, hopelessly trapping a 
second tank behind it. Of the eleven tanks, oone oow rsnained 
mobile. 
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With dawn came more rain. 
Seven of the tanks stock along the Farneto ridge trail \\ere 

recovere:3 with the help of an ergineer bulldozer but one becane 
mire:3 in the moo .:gain on the ...ay to Mt. Grande and could oot be 
retrieved. The remainirg six were assembled in the only 
available concealed place on the side of the momtain. 

TWo of these tanks assiste:3 in the capture of Monte Calderaro 
by firing fran the road. 'Ihey remained in p:>sition just north of 
Casa la Costa • 

'lhe attack on Mt. Vedriano began next. 'IWo tanks got as far 
as Casa Cola but, after one entire infantry canpany was lost, a 
withdra\tal ...as ordered by night to Casa il Vezzola. Che tank 
slipped off the road, becaning hopelessly stuck, and was 
destro~ to prevent capture. '!here \tBS roan fur only t'I.O tanks 
at Casa il Vezzola s:> the renaini rg three were sent back to Casa 
la O:>sta. 'Ihe trail caved in mder the last tank out and the t'I.O 
tanks in Casa il Vezzola hcrl no means of wi ttrlrawal. Four tanks 
were oow operative, t'I.O seale:3 in at Casa il Vezzola and t'I.O at 
Casa la Costa. 

T'loO nights later at 1830 hours an enemy battalion attacked 
Casa il Vezzola but the attack was repulse:3 by a canpany of 
.American infantry supported by the t'I.O tanks there. 'Ihe enemy 
battalion lecrler \tBS kille:3 by one of the tank carmaooers as he 
was trying, apparently, to get on the tank. R:>cket anti-tank 
weap:>ns were fire:3 at the tanks fran a buildirg twenty feet a\tay 
but none E£ored hits. It is dolbtful if the p:>si tion could have 
been held against soch a superior force of enemy without the fire 
support of the t'I.O medilln tanks. 

'Ihe t'I.O tanks at Casa la Costa fired on enemy positions 
arourrl ft'bnte Calderaro \tklenever they could be locate:3 aoo \tklen 
visibility permitted. 

ANM.YSIS 
Armor can be enplo~ in virtually any terrain if the 

necessary time is spent in puttirg it into p:>sition. Extra 
engineer attachments to armor in momtainous terrain is mandatory 
arrl adj ust:ments will have to be made to strergthen tank-recovery 
capability. 'Ihe divideoos fran surprising an enemy \tbo is not 
prepare:3 for armor, thinkirg it LU1enployable, can mean the 
difference between victory and defeat. 
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SINGLING (DEC 1944) 

Lt Gen Fritz Bayerlein, ConmarxH~ General of the crack 
Panzer Lehr Division, was on a hill rorth of Singling on 6 
December 1944, when tanks of the 4th Armored Division broke 
across the open hills to the south in a frontal attack on the 
toWl. After the war eooed he remembered that sight aoo sp::>ke of 
it with professional enthusiasm as "an outstaooi~ tank attack, 
such as I have rarely seen, over ideal tank terrain." 

General Bayerlein could afford a detached appreciation. At 
the manent when he saw the llrnerican tanks in motion, the attack 
was not his problem. His division, after ten costly days of 
tryirg to drive south to cut off the rear of advaooirg American 
forces, had just been wi thd ra\YI'l, relieved by the 11th Panzer 
Division. Bayerlein himself hcd remained behioo only because 
some of his tank destroyer tnits had been attached temp::>rarily to 
the reli'evirg forces. 

1be attacks on Singling and Bining Which General Bayerlein so 
a<inired were the last actions in I.orraine of the 4th Armored 
Division cornrnamed after 3 December by Maj Gen Hugh J. Gaffey. 
~'or nearly a month the division hcd been fightirg in the most 
difficult terrain and under the most trying weather conditions of 
its entire canpaign in France. casualties in men aoo material 
had been very heavy, largely because constant rains pcevented air 
cover and because swanpy ground either confined the tanks to the 
roads or so reduced their 

MAP NO. / 
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maneuverability in cross-country attack that they fell an easy 
prey to the enemy's prepared defenses. 
' Throu:Jh:>ut the I.Drraine camp:iign the division practice \'aS to 
operate in small, flexible task forces (generally two to a combat 
command) W1ich themselves ~re constantly broken up into smaller 
forces of canpany streBJth of tanks or infantry or both. These 
smaller "teams" ~re generally formed at need by the task force 
comnander to deal with a stroBJp:>int of enemy resistance which 
WiS oolding up the a:lvance of the main body, or to clean out a 
village or hold high grolll'D to safeguard such advance. In this 
sense, the attack on Singling, thou:Jh inconclusive, was typical 
of the canpaign tactics. It smws sane of the difficulties of 
the use of armor in terrain Which naturally favored the defense, 
arrl which the Gennans knew thorou:Jhly arrl ha:l Clllple time to 
fortify. In respect to ~ather, ho~ver, which all the tankers 
said was their tol):Jhest arrl most memorable enemy durill3 the 
campaign, Singling WlS not typical. 'Ihe day of the battle was 
overcast, but there was no rain. Moo, except durill3 the 
assembling stage, had no influence on the course of the action. 

O'le feature of interest in the detailed narrative of the 
action lies in the picture of battle confusion, \tbich extends to 
higher hea:lquarters. M:. Corp; nothill3 at all was known of the 
engagement described in the following p:iges, and the day's events 
~re represented to the higher comnarrl substantially as the 
realization of the original plan. 'Ihe G-3 Periodic Report (XII 
Corps) Number 115, 071200 December 1944, reeds: 

4th Armored Division - Canbat Command A began their 
attack on Binill3 arolll'D noon. The 38th (sic) Tank Battalion 
and 53d Infantry formed a base of fire to the south of town 
arrl the 37th Tank Battalion hit BiniBJ fran the ~st. As the 
attack on Bining (Q6549) progressed, Combat Command B p:iSSed 
Combat Command A and attacked Singling (Q6249). The 
opposition here consisted of infantry, tanks, and anti tank 
fire fran m.merous pillboxes, arrl artillery fire which cCII\e 
in 30- to 40- round concentrations. 'Ihe fighting at Singling 
arrl Bining was very difficult, but by nightfall Combat 
Canmm A WiS in Bining and R:>hrbach (Q6549). Singling \raS 
not clear as of 1730 •••• 

In a=tual fact, as the narrative will show, Combat Command A 
attacked SiBJlill3 and secured the southern and eastern p:>rtion of 
the toW'\ before Combat Command B came up; the attack on Bining 
did not begin until late in the afternoon and was rna:le by only 
the light tanks of the 37th Tank Battalion supporting a battalion 
of the 328th Infantry; arrl, finally, no elements of Combat 
Canrnand A ever reached J.bhrbach. 
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Background of the Attack 

'!he impranptu attack on Si~li~, 6 Decanber 1944, by Canpany 
B of the 37th Tank Bat tal ion and Canpany B of the 51st Armored 
Infantry Battalion represented the farthest advance northeast of 
the 4th Armored Division in its slow, difficult drive to\tard the 
German border which began 10 Novanber fran assanbly areas just 
east of tency. From the military standpoint, Singling is 
important not as a town but as a terrain feature. An 
agricultural village of some 50 squat stone houses, it is strung 
along about half a mile of the highway fran Achen (near the sarre 
River) east to Bitche and the German border. ArolJ'ld the simple 
square church, the broW"l stone schoolhouse, the market square, 
cluster the muses W"lose concreted \tRills are J;Sinted W"lite, red, 
yellow, blue, pink, arrl roofed with red tile. As in most 
Lorraine villages, the stables are on the main street and the 
manure piled in the front yards. But the picturesque 
insignificance of Singling conceals a military reality. Same of 
these . farm muses have 3-foot reinforced concrete walls; the 
garden w:1lls are high and thick; concrete pillboxes stand guard 
at the entrances to toW'l east arrl 'Nest, on the hills arrl in the 
valley oorth, and on the ridge south. Fbr Singling is in the 
Mag inot Line, arrl its position alo~ a southwest-northeast ridge 
is tactically important. In the Maginot fortification scheme, 
oriented north arrl east, Si~lirg was a focal point in the 
secondary system of forts. Fbr the Germans defending south and 
'Nest, it was admirably placed as a fortified outpost for the 
defense aJainst attack from the southwest toward the cities of 
Rohrbach, an important rail and road center arrl military barracks 
area, and Bining, 'tthich controls the approaches to rbhrbach from 
the south. 

Rohrbach and Bini~, both located in the valleys dominated on 
three sides by high grourrl, are themselves tactical liabilities. 
But control of the cities throt.gh occupation of the ridge to the 
north was especially important at this time both to XII Corps, 
'tthich ordered the attack, and to Seventh Army (XV Corps) , 'ttbich 
was on the 4th Armored Division's right flank (Map lb. 1). 1he 
princiJ;Sl objective of the XII Corps \tRlS sarreguemines, an 
important city on the Sarre River and the German border. 'Ihrot.gh 
Rohrbach J;SSS a railroad and one of the main highways east out of 
sarrerguemines. Rohrbach had an additional importance as an 
objective at the time, because it \tRlS a focus for roads oorth out 
of the large forest area (including the Foret-de-Lemberg ar\1 
Foret-de-Montbronn) then lJ'lder attack by >N Corps llli ts. 

But Rohrbach as an objective could oot be separated fran 
Singling _(Map tb. 2 and Map tb. 3) • 'lhe main road into rbhrbach 
fran the south follo\t.S high grourrl, but };asses by a series of 
small knobs W"lich .makes it U'lusable for attack. 'lhe alternative 
is the ridge 'Nest of the Valee d'Altkirch. 'Ihe east slopes of 
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this ridge are, of course, enfiladed by the same hills that 
control the ~hrbach ro~. 'lbe west side, on the other ham, 
comes Lllder direct frontal fire from Singling, \tbich, by reason 
of a few feet additional elevation, arrl its JX>Sition on the 
curving oose of the ridge, comnands this approach route for three 
or four kilaneters to the south. Neither route, therefore, \laS 
satisfactory, since tanks on both would come under enemy 
observation before they were within rarge to attack, but the west 
side of the ridge with comtarative freedom from flanking fire 
seemEd to offer the best oop! for success. 'Ib use it for 
attacking Bining, oowever, it \laS first necessary either to take 
or to neutralize Sirglirg. 'Ibe ridge configuration arrl the 
impassability of flooded terrain in the Vallee d'Altkirch 
canpellEd the attackirg force to cane up east of Sirglirg aro 
then make a ninety-degree turn southeast on the high ground into 
Binirg. Assault of Sirglirg was reroerEd difficult not only by 
the canalized approach but also by the fact that the heights it 
occupies are themselves daninated by a ridge 1,200 yards to the 
north W'lich is in the main defenses of the Mag inot Line. 

Just oow difficult the task was h~ been discoverEd on 5 
December by the 37th Tank Bat tal ion, commanded by Lt Col 
Creighton w. Abrans, \tben it attackEd fran Schnittviller uroer 
orders to ~vance as far as IX>SSible, with Rimlirg as a limiting 
objective. In fact, the attack carriEd only to within 1,000 
yards of Singling and WlS there stopped by difficult terrain and 
by heavy artillery arrl direct fire fran Sirglirg arrl beyoro. 

· Fourteen medilln tanks were lost to moo and enemy gllls. Five were 
hit almost simultaneously on toppirg a ridge south of town; · 
others bogged in the sticky ground and were destroyed by 
artillery or temJX>rarily disablEd. 'Ihe battalion, reduced in 
effective strength to two medi1..1n comtanies and mable to ~vance, 
reassemblEd northwest of Hill 349. 'Ihat night (5/6 December), 
Canbat Command A Headquarters received from Division the plan of 
attack for the next day. Carbat Ccmnaro B was to advance fran 
Schnittviller to take Singling and the high ground to the east. 
Task Force Abrcrns (of Carbat Ccmnarrl A), wtx>se principal combat 
elements were the 37th Tcmk Battalion, 51st Armored Infantry 
Battalion, 94th Field Artillery Battalion (105-mm oowitzers), and 
Canp3ny B of the 704th Tcmk ~stroyer Battalion (less one 
platoon) , was to attack Binirg arrl ~hrbach arrl reconooi ter the 
high groi.D"ld to the oorth. Task Fbrce o:ten (of Combat Command A) 
mean\lthile would push on fran the Eichel River bridgehe~ at 
D:xnfessel to take ~hl ingen and Rahl ing, and be in the IX>Si tion 
to supJX>rt Abr ems (Map N:>. 2) • 
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Colonel Abrams recoomended to Onbat Command A that he be 
allowed to attack Sin;Jlirg first. Cart>at Camland B was still in 
the vicinity of Voellerdingen and Schmittviller, and, though they 
could march as far as Abram's assembly area witmut opposition, 
he lcnew that they w:>uld be 1.11able to come up in time to junp off 
abreast with Canbat Comnarrl A in the attack. 'Ill is w:>uld mean 
that Abrcrns w:>uld have to turn his flank to Singling in attacking 
east. If that turnirg hai to be maie, he asked Cart>at Comnand A 
for the support of at least six battalions of artillery. (In 
fact, \~ben he attacked the next mornirg, all artillery battalions 
except the 94th ware, unknoW'l to him, on the roai .) Abrams sent 
his recomnendat ions as to objectives arrl artillery support to 
Canbat Qnmand A by liaison officer, along with a plan for attack 
on Binirg if his preferred plan were not accepted. 

A O'lange in Plan 

'lbe 51st Annored Infantry Battalion comnanded by Maj Dan c. 
Alanis, at 0700, 6 December, left bivouac areas in the vicinity 
of Sctrnittviller to meet the tanks for the junp-off at 0800. 'Ihe 
plan, as far as it corx:erned Team B, was to aivance in col unn of 
alternatirg tanks arrl infantry carriers up to the outskirts of 
Bining. &lt the s:>aked gromd even on the hills proved too 
sticky for the half-tracks, arrl they were left in the bivouac 
area with their drivers W'lile the riflemen rode the rear decks of 
the tanks. \\hen they mot11ted at 0835 (Lieutenant Belden looked 
at his watch and \\aS w:>rried because they were late in starting), 
the plan still called for Tecrn B to attack Binirg. 'lbey were 
then just west of the ban W:ly, still in the inlnediate vicinity 
of the battalion assembly area, 3,000 yards from Sin;Jlirg. 
Canpany A of the 37th 'lank Battalion at the head of the colunn 
was a mile to the north, arrl had been stopped ·by direct and 
indirect fire fran Singling as heavy as that of the day before. 
At 0830, Batteries B arrl C of the 94th Annored Field Artillery 
Battalion began firing snoke corx:entrations north and east of 
Sin;Jlirg. On 6 contigoous target areas they fired 131 rounds, 
but, although a gentle s:>uthwesterly breeze drifted the snoke 
perfectly across Sin;Jlirg, enemy fire continued heavily, arrl for 
the next mur or so the colunn made ro attempt to aivance. 
Canpany A, 37th Tank Battalion fired into the toW'l, altmugh 
targets were seldom visible. Onp:my B of the same bat tal ion 
shot occasionally at targets of opportunity at extreme range and 
without observed effect. Of the enemy ahead in Singling, Cbmp:my 
B observed tw:> tanks in the orchards west arrl east and a gun 
firing fran the center; of toW'l. 'Ibis turned out to be a 
self-propelled g1.11 · ~ich later ergaged the attention of the 
assaulting compmies most of the day. 
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Convinced that enemy guns in Singling could not be 
neutralized by a fire fight, Colonel Abrcrns decided on his own 
initiative to attack the town and attempt to mld it with one 
tank canpany arrl infantry, while the remairrler of his force 
turned east into Bining. He assigned the mission of taking the 
town to Tean B (Map N>. 3), which ha:i oo time to make detailed 
plans. 

captain teach ~s given the order to attack; he informErl 
Lieutenant Belden but, as the infantry were alrea:iy mounted, 
Lieutenant Belden could not pass the word on even to his platoon 
leaders. (One of them thought until that night that he ha:i been 
in Bining. 'Ihe tank comnanders were so sure of it that they 
mistook Welscooff Fann north of Sirglirg for the . barracks they 
had exp!Cted to fioo at Bining .) Captain teach deployed his 
tanks, puttirg the 2d Platoon under 2d Lt Jcrnes N. Farese on the 
left; the 1st Platoon, comnanded by 1st Lt William F. Qjble, on 
the right; arrl the 3d Platoon, under 1st Lt Robert M. Cook, in 
support. 'Ihe comnand tank movErl between the 2d e11d 1st Platoons 
in front of the 3d. As the 2d Platoon tanks carriErl oo infantry, 
the three infantry platoons· were mounted on the remaining 11 
tanks (5 . in the 1st Platoon, 4 in the 3d, · the comnarrling 
officer's tank, and the artillery observer's) • 'lhe infantry 
platoons were widely dispersed; the 11 men of the 2d rode on four 
tanks. Before the attack at 1015, Batteries A and B of the 94th 
Field Artillery Battalion put 107 rounds of HE on Sirglirg, of 
which 3 rounds . were time-fuzed, the rest imp3ct. 1he assault 
gll'lS of the 37th Tank Battalion took up the smoke mission aoo 
continued to fire oorth of the town ll1til the tanks got on their 
objective. Company A of the battalion turnErl east arrl througmut 
the day fired on the Singling-Bining rooo and to the oorth. Ole 
'platoon of tank destroyers, in p:>si tion to supp:>rt the attack, 
actually did little effective firing during the day because heavy 
enany artillery forcErl the guns back. 'Ihe other platoon remained 
in the assembly area and vas moved into Bining the next day. 

Company B tanks advancErl rapidly toward Sirgling, immediately 
after the artillery preparation, and fired as they moved. But 
the plannErl formation was soon broken. Sgt Jose(il Hauptman's 
tank (2d Platoon) developed engine trouble, ran only in first 
gear, arrl so laggErl behind; S/Sgt Max v. 1-'brphew' s (3d Platoon) 
radio failed and he did rot bring his tank up at all. 'Ihe other 
three tanks of the 3d Platoon crow:iErl the first t\roO until their 
firing endangered the lead tanks, and they were ordered to stop 
shooting. As far as the tankers noticed, there was no 
appreciable return fire from the enemy. As the company 
approachEd the toW'l, the 1st arrl 2d Platoons swurg east arrl west 
respectively, and the 3d Platoon moved in through the gap to come 
up substantially on a line. The effect then was of an advancing 
line of 13 tanks on a front a little less than the length of 
Sirglirg, or about 600 to 700 yards. Only Lieutenant Farese's 
tank vas rotably in a:ivance. Leading the tanks of S/Sgt Bernard 
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K. SotNers and Sgt John H. R:lrks by about 50 yards, Lieutenant 
Farese moved up the hillside south of Sirglirg arrl turned left 
into an orchard (Map N:>. 4). As his tank topped the crest of a 
slight rise just south of a stone farmyard wall, it was hit three 
times by armor-piercing shells and irrvned iatel y ....as set on fire. 
Lieutenant Farese ard his loader, PFC William J. Bradley, were 
killed. 'Ihe gi.J'lner, CPL Hulmer c. Miller, was slightly w:>unded. 
The rest of the crew got out. Sowers arrl Parks backed their 
tanks in defilade behind the rise and radioed Hauptman oot to 
cane up. 

The shells that hit Lieutenant Farese were probably from a 
Mark v tank ~ich was parked beside a stone barn, toough they may 
have come from a to\loed 75-nm anti tank gm in the same general 
vicinity. · In any case, what Lieutenant Farese had run into was a 
nest of enemy armor and defensive emplacements-a perfect 
defensive p:Jsi tion ~ich the enemy usoo to the fullest and 
against W'lich 'learn B fought and plotted all day without even 
minor success. 

Here, jtst south of the main road and 75 yards from the 
thickly settled part of town, are a substantial two-story stone 
house and stone barn and two Mlginot pillboxes. Ole large-domed 
pillbox, constructed to house an antitank gun defeooirg to the 
north, is jtst to the west of the barn. 'lWo concrete buttresses 
fanned out to the northeast arrl southeast to form a good field 
emplacement. for an anti tank gi.J'l defeooing southeast. 'Ihe towed 
anti tank gi.J'l may have been emplacoo there. The orchard southeast 
is thin, the slope of the hill gentle, so that the turrets of 
tanks attackirg from that direction are enfiladed from the 
pillbox p:>si tion at 150 yards. 'Ihe other pillbox is much 
smaller, designed probably as a machine-gm outp:Jst to cover the 
main road. It juts out into the road and I together with the high 
walls of the farm buildirgs to the east, provides cover from the 
town square for a tank parked behind it on the routh side of the 
rocrl. The main street of town makes a brocrl 5-curve which serves 
to conceal gms on the south side from observation of an 
attackirg force enterirg the center of toWl from the south, yet 
still permits those gms to collltland the full length of the street 
to the main square. 

In this area at least three Mark V tanks, two SP guns, one 
towed anti tank, ard one machineg un (German • 42- or p:Jssibly an 
.American .SO-cal.) successfully blocked every attempt at direct 
assault or envelopnent, arrl durirg the day firoo at will at all 
movements across or along the main street and to the south and 
southeast. Sergeant Sowers and Sergeant Parks found that if they 
moved their tanks only so far up the slope as to bare their 
antennae masts they drew annor-piercing fire. 

For some time, however, R:lrks and SotNers were the only ones 
wm suspected the strergth of this thicket of enemy defensive 
armor. 'Ihey knew that they could rot advance, but they had seen 
only one tank ard one gm. 'Ihe destruction of Lieutenant 
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Farese's tank \t.aS, of course, re}l)rted to captain Leach, but 
captain Leach at the manent was preoccupied by aoother more 
inmediately pressing problem, an enemy SP 50 feet in front of 
him. 

The Infantry Attack 

W"len tw:> tank platoons carryirg the infantry reached a hedge 
just s:>uth of Singling, they slo~ up to let the infantry 
dismount. Lieutenant Belden got off ahead of his platoon 
leaders. First to reach him \t.aS 2d Lt William P. Co'ftgill, 'tthose 
platoon assembled most rapidly because the men happened to be 
riding on tanks relatively close together. Lieutenant Belden 
told Co'ftgill to take the left side of toW'l, disregard the first 
three rouses on the south, and move in; 2d Lt 'lheodore R. Price 
was ordered to take the right side. Belden said to lst Lt Norman 
C. Rldgett, "I'bllow up after Co'ftgill." Padgett conmented drily 
afterwards, "I was in supJIX)rt." 'Ihat was the plan. Neither 
leaders nor men had any knowledge of the toW'l or of the enemy. 
They were to clean out the rouses, splittirg the work as 
circlll\stances dictated. 'lho~h all the platoon le~rs and a 
good percentage of the men were recent replacements, they had 
all had combat experience and had fo~ht in toW'ls before. 

Considerirg its depleted strength (150-200 men), the enemy 
battalion \t.aS ~11 armed. 'lhe three comp:mies actually in 
contact at Singlirg had one towed 75-nm anti tank gln, at least 
five 81-nm mortars, eight to ten light machineg1.11s, one heavy 
machinegln, three 20-nm antiaircraft g1.11s, arrl a wurfgeraet, an 
imt:eovised rocket la1.11cher of steel-supfX>rted w:>oden frames, 
capable of firirg two 200-fX>urrl, 36-inch projectiles at a time. 

1From 9 November to 6 December, the compmy had received 128 
replacements ard had suffered 100 percent officer casualties. 
Lieutenant Belden took conmand 25 November but had been in the 
canpany be fore; Padgett, Price, arrl CoW3 i 11 were all replacements 
'ttho had joined the compmy 13, 16, and 21 November respectively. 

An irrlication of the relative imrx>rtance of Singlirg am 
Bining in the enemy's defensive plan is the fact that 'tthile a 
battalion with tank arrl artillery supfX)rt held Singling, the 
defense of Bining \t.aS entrusted to a single comp:my (the lst) of 
the 61st Antitank Battalion (11th Panzer Division). This company 
had about 50 men and 8 old-type 75-nm anti tank glns molJ1ted on 
Mark IV chassis, which a prisoner of war testified could oot 
penetrate a S'lerman tank from the front at more than 600 yards. 
Near Bini ng, exact location urrleterrnined, were one or fX>Ssibly 
two companies of the 2d Bat tal ion, lllth Panzer Grenadier 
Regiment, wtx>se presence was apparently lJ1kooW'l to the men of the 
lst Battalion of that regiment. Probably at least a comp:my of 

2-68 



tanks wss in the area, though no identifications were maie. 
Finally, the enemy was employir¥3 Marsch Bat tal ion B - a 
collection of some 250 averaged, crippled, or otherwise l.J'\fit 
personnel - as labor troops to dig defenses. 

'Ihe enemy facir¥3 Team B w:ts thus stroJ'¥3er and better armed 
(particularly in respect to heavy weap:>ns) than the attackers. 
Nevertheless, before the battle wss joined s:>me of the enemy 
troop; hai been warned by their oW'\ officers that they were 
facing the 4th Armored Division, "one of the best divisions in 
the lmericCil Anny." 'Ibis they hai a chance to discover 'for 
themselves in both Singling end Bining as the day w:>re on. 

I 
I 

Lieutenant Cow:;} ill (3d Infantry Platoon) with PFC Join T. 
Stanton, his radio operator acting this day as rmner, came into 

_toW'\ ahead of his platoon. 'lhey made their way nearly up to the 
main square before spotting an enemy SP parked beside 1«:>. 44. 
'1he buildin:J, burnin:J fran shell fire, clowed the square with 
-thick smoke. Cow:;} ill turned and shouted back a \oarning to th.e 
tanks not to cane up. Padgett with tw:> men of his 1st Squai \laS 
nearby. ~ had not wsited to -assemble his platoon as they were 
trained to \latch him, W'len they dismol.J'\ted, ard to follow. 'Ibis 
they did, though the 2rl Squad \laS actually held up most of the 
mornin:J by sane oouse-cleanin:J (see below). At Cow:;) ill's shouted 
warning, captain U!ach dismol.J'\ted and aivanced along the street 
aheai of his tank. 'Ihe SP up to this p:>int was apparently 
lJ'\a\oare of them, though the conmander• s head \laS out of the 
turret. Padgett, Leach, Cow:;) ill, ard the tw:> men started firirg 
to make him button up. 'Ihen the SP rooved. It backed across the 
stre~t to the church · prepar~tory to heaiin:J west. In the 
meantime more infantry had come up fran the &>uth. \\hen 
Lieutenant Belden approached, the street was cro\trl ed. Annoyed, 
he shouted at the mean to clear off and fan out 
into the houses on either side. His shout was less effective 
than a burst of machineglJ'\ fire fran the SP wich follo'Ned the 
shout by a matter of secooos. '1he 1st Squai of the 3d Platoon 
(Lieutenant C'ow:;lill), W'lich, for the first half hour or &> that 
it remained together, was under co111t1aoo of CPL Ralph R. 
Harrington, dooked into oouses on the west side of the street. 
'1he 2rl Squai, lll"rler SGI' Jom McPhail, retreated hastily into t«:>. 
45 on the east, and the street \laS nearly clear. -.. 

Belden could not see the SP. ~ stopped a soldier to ask 
\tilat they were getting ahead. 'Ihe answer wss: "Machinegm." 
"If it is · a machinegl.J'\ nest," said Belden, "we'll brir¥3 up a 
tank." In the mysterious pathways of r1.1nor, this remark traveled 
reanard, lost its "if," ard resulted in the orderin:J of the last 
tank l.llder . s:;T Kenneth L. 5androck of the 1st 'lank Platoon to 
clean out an enany machinegl.J'\ nest. saoorock moved tNest fran his 
platoon W'lich had driven into the orchard east of toW'\, · fired p:>t 
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shots at the church steeple on the chance that it might be an 
enemy OP, went on up the south street, arrl fourrl no machineglll 
nest. 1hen, meeting captain Leach, Sandrock drove 
his tank in behirrl 1-b. 6, where he remainoo separate:3 fran his 
platoon the rest of the day. 

In the meantime the enemy SP at the square had oompleted its 
turnirg ard hecrloo west alorg the main street. Leach continued 
to fire his torrmy gll'l at it. B.Jt in so doing he blocked the line 
of fire of his OW'l tank behirrl him, arrl the SP escape:3. Leach 
did rot attempt to follow. IS had receive:3 the re};X)rt about a 
tank that hcrl knockoo out Lieutenant Farese, arrl decidoo that it 
tt.Uuld be wiser to attempt to get the escaping SP from the flank 
by movirg the 3d Platoon tanks thro~h the west errl of the toWl. 
He therefore had his oW'l tank back between buildings N:>. 6 and 
N:>. 7, where he was coveroo fran the west arrl could carmarrl the 
square, and calle:3 Lieutenant O:>ok. O:>ok's three tanks, his oW'l, 
the one carmarrled by SGr Giles W. Hayward, arrl the 105-mn assault 
gll'l, corrmanded by ror FObert G. Grirrm, were CKivancing on the toW'\ 
between the tw:> southern trails. In front of than the large farm 
building (No. 11) was on fire and clooos of smoke redu::ed 
visibility to the north to a few feet. Cook led his tanks to the 
right of the burning farm with the idea of cutting across the 
main street in pursuit of the enemy SP. As they approache:3, PVT 
Charles R. totCreer, O:>ok' s locw:ier, saw Farese get hit in the 
orchard to his _left. He may have informoo Cook, or may have 
assuned that Cook had seen it too. In any case, Cook did rot 
absorb the information arrl mcw:ie his next moves in ignorance of 
the existence of enemy tanks on his left flank. IS drove his 
tank between the corner of the burnirg barn arrl the house north 
of it, N:>. 9. Between these buildings, invisible in the smoke, 
was a low stone retainirg wall arrl about a 2-foot drop into the 
walled garden in front of N:>. 11. Hitting this l.llseen barrier at 
a 45-degree aJl3le, Cook's tank teetered daJl3erously on its left 
tread. Fbr a moment it threatened to overturn, then llmbered on, 
rightirg itself. Grirnn ard Hayward, followirg, hcw:i little 
trouble as the first tank had broken doW'l the bank. 

'Ihe garden in \lohich the three tanks fourrl themselves \ISS 
enclosed on the rorth and \reSt by a 4-foot concreted stone wall, 
step}?OO up to 6 feet high arourd the northwest corner. Despite 
this inclosure, they felt, on emerging fran the snoke p~ll, as 
nakoo as if they hcrl slXidenly cane up on a skyline. In fact, 
their J;X>Sition was seriously exJ;X>sed from the rorth, for the 
continoous slope of the grourrl northward for several hurrlred 
yards canceloo out the wall as a s::reen. Irrme:3iately across the 
street were tw:> smaller gardens with low stone walls, arrl a dirt 
trail lecrling doW'l into the valley. <Xiginally, Cook had ro · 
intention of stayirg there. IS plannoo to cross the rocw:i, then 
tt.Urk around to the west still intent on trapping the SP which he 
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knew \<las somev.here on his left. He did rot know that its gun row 
carmarrlaj the street, arrl he w:>uld have fourrl out too late if 
Lieutenant Coy,gill had rot appeared at that moment to w:lrn him. 

Coy,g ill's platoon ha:3 set out imnediately after the escape of 
the SP from the square to move into the west side of town. 
Coy,gill, himself, with tw:> men of his 1st Squad (Harrirgton arrl 
Pvr Grover c. Alexander) , moved along the south side of the 
street. (The other four men of the squa:3 stayaj be hi rrl near t-b. 
7 from 't.hich later on they undertook an indeperxlent mission to 
the north.) Coy,gill, Harrirgton, arrl Alexarrler made their way to 
t-b. 10 and fran there could see two German SP' s I::Brked on either 
side of the street 200 yards to the west. It was then that 
Coy,gill, coming around t-b. 10 into the garden into W'lich Cook's 
tanks had just driven, fourrl Cook arrl warnaj him of the enany. 
Coy,gill said, "'!here is a Kraut tank behirxl the third building 
doW'l to the west. 11 Cook got the impression that the 11 tank" Y.aS 

located behind a muse 't.hich he could see on the rorth side of 
the street. He therefore haJ his tank arrl Grimn's 105 chop down 
the corner of the w:ill in front of them. '!his fire probably 
nettlaj the enany into replyirg, arrl a rourrl of 75-rrrn strock the 
northwest corner of lb. 10 rot far from 't.here Coy,g ill v.as 
starrlirg. Cook dismountaj arrl with Coy,gill walked arourrl to the 
east side of the building 't.hich had been hit. 

In the meantirre the 2d Squad of Coy,gill 's platoon umer 
Sergeant M:::~ai l had moved on from t-b. 45 into v.hich the SP' s 
machinegll'1 at the square ha:3 driven than. Satisfiaj that there 
were ro enemy in t-b. 45, the seven men crossed the square and 
enteraj t-b. 28, a harrlsome low-lyirg stone muse set back fran 
the street and surrounded by a 2-foot w:ill, surmoll1ted by an iron 
railirg. In this house McPhail arrl ·his men discoveraj twelve 
civilians sheltering in the cellar. A few minutes were conslltled 
in searchirg than, then the squa:j set out to contime the sweep 
of the rorth side of the street. M:::~ail and Thch 4 Ben A. 'Ibdd 
anergaj through the front door of t-b. 28 arrl made a dash to the 
schoolhouse. A third man tried to follow but docked back Yilen 
machinegll1 bullets spattered in the front yard. '!hen arrl for the 
rest of the day, t-b. 28 was U"lder direct fire from the enemy 
tanks on the west. McPhail arrl Todd reachaj the school; the rest 
of the squad stayed in t-b. 28. Lieutenant Coy,gill, standing on 
the other side of the street, smutaj across to ask McPhail 
W"lether he could see the enemy SP's. He could. Coy,gill ordered 
him to fire. Lieutenant Cook, havirg seen the true location of 
the SP' s, returned to his tank and backed it into an alley 
between 1-b. 9 arrl t-b. 10, just wide enough to let him throt.gh. 
He told Grinun and 1-Byward about the enemy SP's, asked Grimm 
\tthether he thought he could get out of the garden if necessary, 
and Grimm thought he could. Cook then called captain Leach and 
askaj \tthether tanks could be sent arourrl to hit the enany gll1s 
from the oouthwest. Leach radioed orders to Sowers (2d 'lank 
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Platoon) to try to go through the burning barn (No. 11) Gild fioo 
a \laY to attack the SP' s. So~rs triEd, but got only a few 
yards. Just beyooo the \tall, the rose of his tank, exp:>sed 
thro~ the gate to the ~st, was shot at. CorwincEd that 
advance \laS imp:>ssible, So~rs returnEd to the orchard. 

E.Very attanpt to deal with the enany &> far h~ been made in 
igmrance both of the layout of the toW'l and of the enemy 
p:>sition. '!his Lieutenant Co\l.gill set out to ranEdy arrl, \>bile 
Cook maneuverEd his tanks, Co\l.gill and his t~ men started on a 
devious exploratory journey throt.gh the muses to the west. 

At the same time ~Rlail and 'lbdd, \tbo had fired a few rol.l'lds 
at the SP' s, discoverEd \>bat seanEd to than more profitable 
targets in enemy infantry in the valley to the mrth. This enemy 
\las aloo occupyirg the attention of t~ other groups of men in 
toW'l. 'lhe four men of Co\l.gill' s lst Squad (PVI' JoseP'l c. 
Bridges, Pvr WilliCill M. Corwery, PFC Frank M. o. Asplurrl, arrl PFC 
L. w. Battles) W'lo had stayed at the square W'len the squad 
leader, Harrin;Jton, had accanpaniEd Lieutenant Co\1.9 ill, sp:>tted 
15-18 GermGils near a pillbox in the valley. They crossed the 
street, took up firirg p:>sitions in the yard of N:>. 28, arrl soot 
into the Germans. 'lhey thot.ght two were hit before the group 
dispersEd. '!hey continuEd to fire mtil an officer across the 
street by the church shouted at them to stop. 

The officer was Lieutenant Price (1st Platoon), wtx>se men had 
come last into toW'l because they had stopped at t~ snall 
pillboxes south of iSin;Jlirg to take arrl disarm 11 ll'lresistin;J 
Germans. Althou:Jh Price's mission had been to . occupy the east 
errl of toW'l, \>ben he arrivEd at the square he could see 
Lieutenant Padgett's (2d Platoon) men already moving along the 
muses to the east. Lieutenant Co\l.qill 's men ~re on the west. 
Price decidEd to go mrth. Tech/Sgt lovell P. Mitchell with four 
men cleanEd out the muses on the southeast corner of the square 
W'lile S/Sgt John Sayers and six men took over N:>. 35. Price with 
the rest of his platoon crossEd the street to the back . of the 
church, movEd along the hard-surfaced alleyway between the church 
arrl N:>. 35. R>stirg PVI's RooolP'l .Aguilar arrl Rarrlall s. 
BroW'lrigg at the mrtheast corner to \latch in that direction, 
Price arrl four men followEd the alley arourrl the north side of 
the church. I¢ the comer they could see the Germans at the 
pillbox wb:> h~ already b;een sp:>ttEd by the four 3d Platoon men. 
A burp gm was firing fran someW'lere to the mrth~st. The steep 
drop of the Sin:Jlirg ridge to the north made it p:>ssible for 
Price's men to return fire over the roofs of the muses in back 
of N:>. 28. 

lhder cover of this U.eutenant Price and oor Elmer Wli te 
plannEd to ~rk their way into the valley behirrl the northeast 
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row of houses. &lt they ~re checked at the outset by a heavy 
wire fence which, hooka:l to the corners of 1-b. 34 ard 1-b. 35, 
inclosed the alleyway. It WiS at least six feet high and too 
exiX>sa:l to enany observation to be scala:l. It w:>uld have to be 
cut. 'lhe platoon wirecutters, ho~ver, had been entrLEted to a 
man wh:> tw:> days before hed been evacuata:l, takirg the cutters 
with him. W'lite ~nt into 1-b. 34 to look for tools. hhile he 
was in there, the Gennans in the valley ~re gettirg reedy to 
give up. 'Ihey ~re encouraga:l in this not only by the continuing 
small-anns fire of Price's men ard the four men of the 3d 
Platoon, but also by machineglll and HE fire from Lieutenant 
Cook's tanks. Sergeant Grimn starta:l it by dispatchirg a lone 
German a few hundred yards away with 100 roln3s of .30-cal. 
Minutes later, Grimn saw six Gennans junp up ard rlll into the 
valley pillbox. In his own w:>rds, he "closed the door for them 
with HE." All three tanks als:> periodically fired HE at the 
ridge 1, 200 yards to the r¥>rth, more to register the range of the 
skyline on W'lich Germ5l tanks were likely to appear than to 
engage specific targets. 'Ihe to~l effect, however, was to throw 
a large volune of fire in the direction of a hardful of enemy, 
and shortly Lieutenant Price ·saw W'li te cloths wave from the 
pillbox. It was then that he ordered the men across the street 
to cease fire. 'IWelve Germans walked up the hill and surrendered 
to Price. ere wh:> SIX>ke sane Erglish reiX>rta:l that there were 
five more in the valley W'lo \ttere anxious to surrender but \ttere 
afraid to come out. After all the Germans hed been disarma:l, 
Price sent one back down the hill to corral his comrades. 

At that moment, rowever, a volley of enany mortar arrl 
artillery stnx:k the square. 01e shell hit N:>. 34 and Sergeant 
W'lite inside was w:>urda:l in the heed by fragments ard wood 
splinters. Sayers and wr Randall S. Brownrigg outside and CFL 
Frank B. t-t=El~ in 1-b. 43 ~re slightly w:>urded. Price ard his 
men du::ked back fran the alley, and began occupying mLEes on the 
square where they were to ranain all day. Altrot..gh Price 
believed that enemy held the mLEes to the north, he decided not 
to attack than, because by advancirg north he w:>uld move out of 
contact with the platoons on his flanks. N:> more \oeS seen of the 
Gennan anissary or the five volLnteers for capture. 'Ille 11 still 
in the IX>Ssession of the 1st Platoon ~re sent down the road 
south. Just as these starta:l off, tw:> more walka:l up the hill to 
the s:roolmuse and surrendered to fot:Ibail and 'lbdd. totihail 
escorta:l these tw:> across the square to the street south. 'Ihere, 
seeing Price's 11 walking down the street, he motioned to his 2 
to fall in with than, ard, himself, returna:l to the scmol. He 
arrl 'lbdd then climbed to the secord story, and reslltled the 
business of shootirg enany in the valley. 'Ihe four men of the 
1st Squad decided then to go down to the pillbox to get W'latever 
Germans might still be in it. 'Ihey fourd none, but did draw 
machinegLn fire from the direction of W:!lschoff Farm. Battles 
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was \\Ounded in the leg and the squad \tBS pinned in place for 
several hours • 

From the east end of toW'l, Lieutenant Padgett (2d Infantry 
Platoon) hcrl ala:> seen the eneny infantry in the valley, but he 
had seen tv.o other things \tilich \\Orried him far mare-a rocket 
launcher (wurfgeraet) firirg fran about 800 yards west of 
Welschoff Farm, and seven enemy tanks on a ridge rortheast. 
Padgett was in N:l. 3 9, \tohich he hcrl reach«! with his lst Squad 
without difficulty after going through the three snall ooLSes to 
the \\est. 'Ihese houses were occupi«i only by a few scared 
civilians \tilo '~.ere ro1.11ded up and sheltered in N:l. 39. lt>use N::>. 
39 was a fine place to be. OUtwardly just arother · farm house, it 
was actually a fortress, with \tBlls of 3-foot concrete reinforced 
with steel girders. Nevertheless, Padgett was still v.orried. 
Protection enough from artillery and the wurfgeraet (which 
Padgett decid«i was shootirg short anyway), the house \\Ould rot 
be of mu::h avail against the eneny tanks. 1-t>re reassuring were 
the four tanks of the lst Platoon (Lieutenant Goble) \tohich pulled 
into p:>si tion in the orchard opposite N:l. 39 about the same time 
t hat Padgett arriv«i there. The eneny armor, thOugh threatenirg, 
was still too far away for direct action. Asdgett sent his 
runner to rep:>rt the situation to Lieutenant Belden aro also to 
find the 2d Squad of his OW'l platoon and bring them l4>· Wlen the 
runner failed to return in \tohat seened to Padgett a reasonable 
time, he sent out another man, M' lonnie G. Blevins, on the same 
mission . 

Blevins left on his run tnder the impression that the 
infantry canpany CP was at N::>. 3 where it hcrl first been set up 
by Belden on entering the toW'l. ktually Belden had stayed in 
that muse less than half an oour, only lorg enotgh to set up the 
radio and rotify the 51st Infantry Battalion that he \tBS in toW'l. 
He then moved to N::>. 28. Blevins reached N::>. 44, where he met a 
man of Price's platoon and \tBS \larned rot to cross the square 
W"lich enany guns to the \\est covered. Blevins '~tent arouro N::>. 44 
and on up the road s:>uth to N::>. 3. Finding ro one, he returned 
alorg the '~teSt side of the street aro got as far as N::>. 5. A 
tanker, one of Sandrock's or the for\tBrd observer's crew, waylaid 
Blevins arrl told him to take charge of a prisoner woo had just 
walked up to the tank and surrendered. M:.. N::>. 7 Blevins with his 
prisoner met Battles wm hcrl not yet started for the valley 
pillbox. Battles took temp:>rary charge of the ~isoner \tilile 
Blevins dashed throtgh a burst of machinegtn fire .across to N::>. 
28. In a few minutes he reappeared in the door and motioned to 
Battles to serrl the prisoner over. Half his mission 
accomplished, Blevins still had to find the 2d Squad. By lu::k he 
met than near N::>. 44 arrl delivered his message to PFC Phillip E. 
Schar z in charge. 
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Scharz's squad had already with little effort accomplished 
one of the most notable soccesses of the day. Irrvestigatirg the 
southernmost house of toWl, which the rest of the infantry, 
enterirg between N::>. 2 arrl N::>. 3, hcrl byp:isserl, they fourrl a 
Frenchman and asked W"lether there were any Germans inside. He 
shook his hecrl, but Scharz's men, noticirg a rcrlio antenna 
thrusting out of a cellar window, were suspicious. Fbur of them 
surrourrlErl the rouse, arrl Scharz arrl P.FC Lewis R. ~nnis went in. 
In the cellar they foll1d 28 Germcn enlisted men and 2 officers. 
N::>ne offerErl any resistance. '!hey were friskerl arrl evacuaterl. A 
search of the oouse then revealed large stores of small arms and 
cmnll1i tion. W'len the squcrl anergerl, they met on the rocrl the 13 
prisoners sent back by Ueutenant Price and !Vt:Fhail. Having 
discovererl enany in one muse, they searcherl with slow caution 
the others along the street, and oo arriverl late at the square 
where Blevins fourrl than. 

Wlen Blevins had oompleted his mission of telling Scharz to 
take his squcrl east, the enany artillery arrl mortar which had 
't.Uunderl four of Price's men \laS falling aroi.J'"ld the church. 
Blevins crosserl the street to N::>. 7 to "see Battles." With 
Battles row W3S 1st s;t I::ellas B. Cannon \lho ...as on his W3Y to 
the CP. Cannon sprintErl across to N::>. 28; Blevins followerl, arrl 
then worked east back to N::>. 39. 

Canron had rot been in the CP long before a roll1d of 75-nm 
hit the buildirg. PFC John E. Tsinetakes was scratcherl by 
dislodgerl plaster but there were ro other casualties. 'Ihe fire 
hcrl quite FQSsibly been draWl fran one of the enany SP' s by the 
recent activity in the street. In any case the shot decided 
Cannon to go west to where the SP's were and "get a closer look." 
He invited r-t:Fhail W"lo had just come over from the s::hool to go 
alorg. The tWJ set out, takirg almost exactly the route that 
Lieutenant Cbw;ill, unknoWl to them, had already followed twice. 

Sergeant Gri~ hcrl starterl Cbw;ill on his first journey fran 
the garden, which the 3d Platoon tanks occupied, by blasting open 
the door of N::>. 12 with a burst of • 50-cal. Cow; i 11 arrl his t't.U 
men entered Cl'ld climberl to the attic. 'Ihey foll1d that, although 
they could see the tWJ enany SP's through the dCitlcgerl tilirg on 
the roof, they could rot see beyond. '!hey continued exploration 
west....ard. For one reason or another they were ll1able to reach 
the roofs of the next three buildings. In the last (No. 17) they 
fourrl their progress blocked by the lack of openirgs of any kirrl 
in the west ...all. '!hey backtracked through the courtyard between 
N::>. 16 arrl N::>. 15 arrl then walkerl through an openirg in the south 
wall out into a garden-orchard ....alled with concreted stone like 
all the Sirglirg gardens. '!hey crawlerl to a gap in the wall arrl 
found themselves within spitting distance of the two SP's. 
Beyorrl, in an arc or line not more than 200 yards distant, they 
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saw the outlines of three enemy tanks. 
Lieutenant Cook's position to report. 
Lieutenant Belden that there \~Ere "five 
a rrl then he took 

'Ihey returned at once to 
CbW3 ill sent \tA:>rd to 

enemy tanks on the \~Est" 

Lieutenant Cook back to the OP at the ....all. tarrington and 
Alexarrler were left at N:>. 12, which CbW3ill decide1 was the most 
suitable spot he had seen for his platoon headquarters. 

W"len Cook returne1 fran his reconnaissance, he ....as impressed 
with both the strergth of the German position and the difficulty 
of dislodging them. Their commarrl of the main street arrl of the 
nose of the ridge \lESt of town merle it impossible for tanks to 
attack them. Artillery seeme1, despite the proximity of our own 
troo~, the most logical answer, and Cook therefore \lEnt to look 
for the observer, 1LT D:mald E. Guild. Guild was at the infantry 
compmy CP with Lieutenant Belden and captain Leach. W1en Cbok 
joine1 them, the four officers dicusse1 the problem. Lieutenant 
Guild felt that artillery could rot be brought down without 
urrluly errlargering frierdly troo~. Mortar fire \IOuld be fine, 
but the infantry had brought no mortars because they had too few 
men to man them arrl carry cmnmi tion. The mortar squcrl, doW'l to 
three men, were arme1 with a bazooka. Lieutenant Cbok suggested 
that the street might be sooke1 with grencrles arrl the tank 
mortars. Behind that screen the tanks might cross the street ard 
attack the enemy fran the northeast. Actually he felt that the 
smoke alone \IOUld be enough to fore the SP' s to withdraw. 'Ihe 
proposal was not seriously considere1 because Captain Leach 
preferred to try the infantry bazookas. 'Ibis Wts the decision, 
arrl the job was given to Lieutenant CbW3ill. 

He sent back to ask Belden for a bazooka, and riflemen to 
protect it. His plan was to sooot at the Gennans fran the attic 
of his CP. Lieutenant G.Jild crlvised that it \IOUld take the SP 
about t\tA:> minutes to elevate its gll1 to fire, arrl that ....as 
considered anple time to lall1ch the rockets and move out. Belden 
sent PR: Kenneth L. Bargert arrl PVI' Frank I.e Doc doW'l to CbW3 ill 
with the headquarters bazooka. Headquarters rmner, we Melvin 
P. Flynn, \lEnt over to N:>. 7 occupie1 by seven men of the 
ma::hinegll1 and mortar squads. His message apparently was, 
"Lieutenant Cowgill wants some riflemen to protect his 
bazookamen." Wlat happened ....as that S/S:Jt John W. Herring, the 
t\tA:> men of his mortar squcrl wm carrie1 the secorrl bazooka of the 
company, and S/S:Jt Patrick H. !Rnnis, leader of the machinegm 
squcrl, \lEnt down to N:>. 12; the other three men of the machinegm 
squad remained all the rest of the day at N:>. 7 where, having m 
field of fire, they were mable to set up their gll1. 

Sta 1 em ate in Sing ling 

W1ile CbW3ill's men got recrly to attack the Gennan tanks on 
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the west, a series of incidents occurred to suggest that enemy 
annor might be fonnirg on the north for a coll'lterattack on 
Singling. Tanks to the rorth were observed moving east; preplred 
artillery coocentrations were laid on the toW'l; the enemy on the 
west rene~ his interest in our tanks in that sector (2d 
Platoon); am finally tanks cane into the east side of toW'l. 

The enemy tanks (three to five) moving on the north 
apparently alorg a roa:3 were sp:>tta:i am rep:>rted by Sergeant 
Grimm, but as the range was extreme he did rot fire. 
Furthennore, Gr imn' s gm was traina:i throtgh the gap in the wall 
to the rorthwest against the SP threat. Sergeant Hayward had 
adjusta:i on the north ridge am Grimn left that zone of fire to 
him. Lieutenant Cbok moved his tank into the courtyard of the 
cluster of buildirY:JS (lb. 8 - lb. 10) \ltlere he could observe 
oorth. SJddenl y just west of toW'l a \thi te signal flare shot 
upward. Almost immediately a short, intense artillery 
concentration rocked the toW'l. Mixed with shells of light or 
mediun caliber were sane rockets am sane mortar. The tankers' 
later estimate wts that the · fire wts about equivalent to a 
battaiion coocentration of five-minute duration, that at times as 
many as 20 shells hit in the same instant. 

In the 2d Tank Platoon sector the shellirg followed by only a 
few minutes an incident to \ltlich the tankers paid little 
attention at the time. A disrooll'lted German soodenly appeared on 
the rise in front of them Cl1d wtlked ccross the orchard less than 
50 yards awty. Before the tanks could adjust fire on him, he hcrl 
gone. 1he intense shelling, W"lich started almost intnediately, 
forced the tanks to back a few yards to a cabbage patch beside 
the orchard trail. Wlen the artillery fire broke off, they 
staya:i \ltlere they were, am there by a curious freak Sergeant 
Hauptman a few minutes later lost his tank. A GermCil AP shell 
hit the crest of the rise 100 yards in front of him, ricocheted 
off the grol.lld, and plo~ into the right side of fBUptmCI'l' s 
turret. His locrler, PFC William J. ftk:Vicker, was killed. If the 
GermCI'l tanks west of to \;I'\ aima:i that shell to -carom in to the 
tanks parked where they had been observed by the lone 
infantr~an, the accuracy of this shot wts most remarkable. 'lhe 
reaction of the tankers at the time, oowever, was that they were 
still rot defiladed fran the enemy oorthwest. Lieutenant Cbok, 
to whan Hauptman rep:>rta:i his loss in the temp:>rary absence of 
Captain leach, ordered So\tiers aoo Parks (the remaining tanks of 
the 2d Platoon) to get their tanks into shelter. Both drove up 
behioo the 3d Platoon in the lee of lb. 11. 

'Ihey were movirg \ltlen Grinm casually turned his field glasses 
to a pillbox on the ridge 1, 200 yards rorth \there he had seen a 
few enemy infantry minutes previously. He got his glasses on the 
sp:>t just in time to see the lorY:) gll'l tube of the GermCI'l tank's 
75 flane am fire directly at him. The roum hit nearby, am 
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Grircm had a split secooo to decide W"lether to shoot back or nm 
for it. 12 figurErl that his 105 without p::>wer traverse could not 
be laid in less than 20 secooos. 'Ihat v.as too long. 12 threw 
his tank in gear arrl backErl out of the garden. 12 had just 
started W'len a secooo romd hit li3yward' s tank on the sprocket, 
cripplirg it. In the next few secooos Hayward was hit four times 
and the tank began to burn. Qmner Cpl Argelo Ginoli and the 
bow:Junner Pvr John H. Furlow were killed; Hayward arrl his loader, 
PFC Vern L. 'Ihomas, were \\t>unded. Grirrm merle good his escap:= 
through the op:=nirg between 1-b. 9 arrl 1-b. 11. Outside, the tank 
boggErl down in the heavy mu:l, and the crew evacuated W'lile Grirrm 
got &:>wers to pull him out. 
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"nle 2d atd 3d Platoons, Sergeant sandrock of the lst Platoon, 
the carman:i an:i the artillery observer's tanks tNere now all 
blJ1ched and illlnobil ized in the area southwest of the square 
which, covered on three sides by buildings, was the only 
relatively safe place in toW'\ for tanks. It \oeS becoming 
increasirgly apparent to both infantry and 
tanks that, with the snall forces at their disposa 1 atd a:J ainst 
an eneny wh> ha3 at least equal strergth an:i every terrain 
advantage, they could mt l'x>pe to secure their FQSi tion in toW'\ 
by attack. "nley ha3, instea3, to make soch disFQsitions as W':>uld 
complement the enemy's stalemate and ~it it out. 'Ihey tNere 
expectirg momentarily relief by lJ1its of Combat Command B. 
Colonel Abrams had already called captain Leach to tell him the 
relievirg companies tNere on their ~y. In the meantime there ~s 
no p:>int in incurring needless casualties. Lieutenant Price, 
after havirg four men lightly W':>unded by artillery, gave strict 
orders to his platoon to stay inside unless the Germans 
coLriterattacked. Lieutenant Padgett's men holed up in the cellar 
of their fortress tx>use and the lieutenant himself folJ1d a bed 
W"lich, as lorg as there ~s m place to go, he made his personal 
headquarters. 

Wlile the enemy tanks, tx>wever, on the north still threatened 
to attack, Padgett was very busy tryirg to find ~ys to deal with 
them. He sent his riXlner, Blevins, across the street to ~rn the 
1st Platoon tanks (Lieutenant Goble) in the orchard. (Goble's 
vision to the mrtheast \oeS obstrocted by a 6-7 foot bush and 
apple-tree hedge, and by tx>uses arrl brush on the north side of 
the road.) Lieutenant Ridgett himself then set out to find the 
artillery observer to see W"lether a concentration could not be 
put on the enemy to discourage if not destroy him. He tried four 
times to walk doW'\ the street to the · company CP; three times he 
was turned back by spurts of machineglJ1 bullets on the west side 
of t«>. 37. 1he fourth time he got throu;h to report to 
Lieutenant Belden, but he could mt find Lieutenant G.li ld. It 
~s late in the afternoon W"len Padgett returned to his oWl CP. 

\\bile R:ldgett had been trying to get to Belden, Lieutenant 
Guild, the observer, ha3 alrea3y SFQtted the enemy tanks himself 
fran the roof of his OP, t«>. 33, and had informed captain Leach. 
Leach took the warnirg personally to Lieutenant Goble. Goble, 
figuring that if the Germats attacked they W':>Uld come either doW'\ 
the road or in back of the tx>uses opFQsi te, ha:t SGI' lbbert G. 
Fitzgerald on the right move his tank doW'\ the hill to within 15 
yards of the edge of the roa3, W"lere he could observe better to 
the mrtheast. Fitzgerald kept his giXl sights at 1,400 yards, 
the rarge to the northerly ridge W"lere the eneny was reported. 
"nle first tank to appear, tx>wever, drew up between t<>. 37 and t«>. 
38 less than 150 yards a~y, hea3irg toward the church. 'Ihe 
enemy Mark V and Fitzgerald saw each other at about the same 
time, but neither could inmediately fire. Wlile the enemy 
started to traverse his turret, Fitzgerald brou;ht his giXl doWl. 
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He shot first and, at p:>int-blank ral'l3e, put the first rolJ'ld into 
the Mark V, settirg it on fire. Ole man jl..lllpe1 out am ran 
behind one of the muses. Fit2gerald fired tw:> more rolJ'lds into 
the burnirg tank. · 

Later, on ~rnil'l3 by Lieutenant Padgett's infantry that more 
enany tanks were approachirg fran the northeast, he drove his 
tank throu:Jh the hedge and east along the road almost to the beoo 
where observation north am east ~s clear. It! saw an enany 
tank, but before he could aijust his sights the German fired 
srooke am in a few secoros disappearErl as effectively as an 
octupus behind its self-mcde clooo m escaped. R:>ckets then 
began to fall close to Fitzgerald's tank. Wlether this ~s a imErl 
fire fran the battery near \telschoff Farm or simply a part of the 
miscellaneous area concentration on the toW'l, Fitzgerald did not 
stay to fioo out. . It! retired west~rd to the concealment of the 
hedge, arrl there, leavi rg his tank, crossErl with Lieutenant Goble 
to Padgett's CP. From the muse they could see a Mark V in the 
valley northeast, apparently parkErl with its gm coverirg the 
road east, facing, that is, at right angles to the tankers' 
observation. Fitzgerald went back to try a shot at it. Pgain he 
movErl his tank east, getting a sight on the enemy between tw:> 
trees. 'Ihe secom rouro ~s a hit; one more firErl the tank. He 
then shot a rolJ'ld or tw:> at another l'Brk V facil'll him about 800 
yards a~y, at which SGI' Flnil Del Vecchio on the hill behim him 
was also firing. Both 75-mn and 76. 2-mn shells, however, bomced 
off the front annor plate of the enemy. Fit2gerald decidErl to 
move back to his hedge. Back in N:>. 39 again he saw an enemy SP 
movirg east in the vicinity of Welscmff Fann. 

Rather than risk exp:>sing his tank again by moving it out to 
the east, Fitzgerald decidErl to ~it ll'ltil the SP CCII\e arouro 
behind the farm and anergErl into his field of fire. &lt the SP 
did not anerge. W'lether, concealErl croorg the fann buildil'l3S, it 
firErl into the lst Platoon tanks cannot certainly be determined. 
But in any case, a smrt W"lile after it hcd disappeared, tw:> 
rolllds of AP hit Lieutenant Goble's tank in cpick succession. 
'lbe first rouro set it on fire am w:>uroed Goble am his gll'lner, 
CPL '!herman E. Hale. 'lhe secooo rollld p!netrated the -turret, 
then apparently richochetErl inside mtil its manentl..lll ~ spent, 
and finally laooErl in the lap of the driver, 'Iech 5 John J. 
Nelsen. Nelsen droppEd the hot shell, scranblErl out, am with 
the locder, PJT ..:bselil P. Cbcchiara, ran fran the burning tank. 
In the excitement they hecdsl the wrorg ~Y am high-tailErl up 
the main street into the center of toW'l. 'lhere they paused lol'l3 
enoLgh to ask sane infantr}men where the tanks were. Direcited 
south~rd, they eventually came on Sergeant Sowers' tank aoo got 
inside. 

As soon as Lieutenant Goble ~s hit, $G ..:bhn J. Fitzpatrick 
took carmam of the platoon am orderErl than to back over the 
ridge behind them into defilcde fran the enemy north. Its they 
backErl, a rouro of HE explodErl in front of Del Vecchio's tank, 
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splattering it with fragments. 'Ihe enemy continued to fire at 
Goble's tank, but the others reachErl the cover of the hill 
without loss. 

01 the other side of toW'l Lieutenant Cololgill 's bazookas in 
the attic of ~. 12 were getting recrly to fire at one enemy SP. 
(One of the t~ gms in the street had wi thdraW'l by this time.) 
In the garden east of ~. 12 Sergeant Hayward's tank \toes burning. 
McRlail, leader of the 2d fquad, and Compmy 1st Sergeant Qmnon 
were on their \ttay westward to have a look at the SP's, l.D'laware 
that the reconnaissance had already been merle and cction taken as 
a result of it. '!hey sprintErl p:tst the burning tank, pickoo up 
Harrington at the chapel, and followed Lieutenant Cololgill' s 
previous route to the wall beside ~. 17. 'Ihrot.gh the scrne gap 
Co"'9ill had used to observe, the three men fired at Germcns 
staooing near the tanks am pillboxes. '!hey hit one wOO rolloo 
doW'l the slope. After half a dozen rolJ'lds, they movoo back. 
Cannon am Harrington 'hhen to the basanent of ~. 12, where they 
fomd SSG Patrick H. D:mnis and SSG Harold A. I:bllands, both with 
rifles, preparin; to cover fran the basement windows the 
bazookamen, then getting set t:9 fire throt.gh the roof. <he of 
the tw:> bazookas with the old-type firing mechanism failErl to go 
off. E'rom the other, the three men in the attic lamched five 
roums in tum at the SP. Only the last hit, am it did no more 
than knock a fragment off the right side of the turret. It did, 
mwever, cause the crew to j unp out, am tw:> were soot by the 
four men in the basement. 12rdly had this happened \then a Mlrk V 
drew up alorgside the dcrnagErl SP am sent a roum crashirg into 
the side of ~. 12. l¢ about the same time another shell fran 
the north strock the building at its foumations, soowering the 
men in the cellar with plaster. It \toeS a narrow escape on both 
scores, but ro one was hurt. Cololgill movErl his men to ~. 13, 
which turned out to be another of Singling's thick-walled 
fortress-farms. Here the 3d Platoon sat out the secom of the 
enemy's short, sharp artillery concentrations, which scored three 
hits on the building but did little dcrnage. 

Iel ief of 'learn B 

It was now getting late in the afternoon, ard still the 
relief scheduled to take place an mur or more earlier had rot 
been accanplishErl. It was soortly p:~st noon that Colonel Abrcrns 
had been ordered by Brig. Gen. Herbert L. Earnest, Combat COmmand 
A, to tum over Sirgling to Canbat Coomard B ard get recrly to 
move on his oW'l objective, Bining end R:>hrbach. 01 information . 
that his tanks am infantry were in toW'l, Colonel Abrans told MAJ 
Albin F. Irzyk, corrmanding officer, 8th 'lank Battalion, in the 
presence of Major Alanis, command in; officer, 51st Armored 
Infantry Battalion, that he \toeS "ready to turn over to them their 
objective-am witmut a fight." ~spite constant fire fran the 
direction of Singling, the relieving mits henceforth acted on 
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the assumption that the toW"\ w:ts clear. 
Major Irzyk decidoo to serrl Canpany C of his battalion in 

with O:>mp:my B of the lOth Armored Infantry Battalion. 'lhe 
infantry had been in assembly area 3,000 yards south of Singling 
for more than an oour; the tanks were moving up \\hen orders 
reached the commarrler of Canpany c, lLT William J. Marshall. The 
orders were to pick up the infantry, go into Singling, contact 
the commarrlirg officer of the tank canpany in to\>81 1 arrl take over 
the outp:>sting with infantry and tanks. In addition to the 
outp:>sts, patrols were to be sent out north. Marshall w:ts 
instructed to enter toW"\ "as the other t.nit had done." With some 
of the 35-40 men of Canpany B of the lOth mountoo on all his 
tanks, Marshall set off to carry out these instructions exactly, 
as his tanks •movoo in at about 1400 followirg the tracks of 
Comp:my B, 37th Tank Bat tal ion. 

At the oouth edge of toW"\ the 1st Tank Platoon (2LT George 
Gray}, in the the lead, turned northwest followirg the approach 
route of Lieutenant Farese. Farese's t~ knocked-out tanks were, 
of course, still where they had been hit. Altoot.gh Lieutenant 
Gray remarked that the tank hatches were open and there w:ts no 
sign of the crew, he did not suspect that the tanks were out of 
action. Ppproaching the corner of the w:tll at No. 14, he saw 
ahead of him near the road a tank \\hich he assLmErl to be ltner ican 
since he believed ro enemy were in toW'l. W'len, therefore, 
Lieutenant Marshall calloo to ask oow he \\aS makirg out, he 
replied, "OK, as soon as I get around this corner." 'Ihen he w:ts 
hit by tw:> rourrls of AP. The gunner, CPL Tauno H. Aro, \\aS 

killed. Gray, seriously w:>undErl, \\aS evacuated to Lieutenant 
Cow:Jill's CP at No. 13, arrivin;) there just as r-tPhail, Cannon, 
and H:lrrington returned from their reconnaissance trip to the 
west wall. 

As soon as Gray w:ts hit, Lieutenant Marshall ordered the 2d 
Platoon (SSG &!win J. De Ibsia} to move east arrl try to circle 
behind the enemy tank that had knocked out Gray. De Ibsia, 
oowever, had not moved far W'len he reportErl enemy direct fire 
from rorth and east W'lich he could rot exactly locate. ·Marshall 
then orderoo all tanks to wi ttrlraw to the reverse slope of the 
ridge oouth of toW'l. Except the men W1o had been riding Gray's 
tank arrl wro dismounted W'len the tank \\aS hit to assemble near 
No. 49, the infantry remained on the decks of the tanks \>then they 
wi ttrlrew. lLT Ibbert F. Lange, commandirg officer of Canpany B, 
lOth Armored Infantry Bat tal ion, went into toW"\ to make contact 
with Lieutenant Belden. At the sane time Lieutenant Marshall 
returned with his tank to the 8th Tank Battalion to consult with 
Major Irzyk. 

· Lange foll1d captain Leach in a tank outside of toW'l and 
together they went to No. 28 to talk with Lieutenant Belden. The 
decision agreed on by the three corrmanders w:ts to relieve 
Lieutenant Co \log i 11 arrl Lieutenant Padgett in place; Lieutenant 
Price w:ts to be withdraW"\ first from the center of to.W'l without 
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relief . Canpmy B of the lOth Armored Infantry Battalion had 
organizEd its ha~ful of men into 2 platoons; about 15 men in 
one, 18 in the other. While Lieutenant lange sent a 
nonccmnissionErl o ficer to meet his platoon lecrlers, infonn them 
of the decision, d~ guide them into towa, captain leach went to 
look for Lieutena1t Marshall am arra~e for the relief of his 
tanks. 

'Ihe afternoon WlS wearing on and Colonel Pbrams began to 
~rry; he wantEd to pull his tanks out of Si~lirg as soon as 
possible. Ha call!=rl captain leach to find out how the relief WlS 

progressing. In captain Leach's absence Lieutenant Cook took the 
call and merle a rep:>rt W"lich could oot have been very reassuring. 
He said that there were five enemy tanks west of the toW'l am 
that from three td five more had been observEd moving dowa the 
ridge to their front. Ha said that one enemy tank hcrl been 
knocked out by the 1st Platoon on the right. Ha detailed the 
disp:>sition of his platoons and reported that they were receivi~ 
heavy enemy artillery fire and that the enemy was laying a snoke 
screen on the north. (Lieutenant Cook did not know at the time 
that this WlS put dowa by the Mark V to cover its escape from 
Fitzgerald's fire; he believed that it might herald a Gennan 
coll'lterattack.) He told Colonel Abrams that the 51st Infantry 
was still outp:>stirg the toW'l and that the lOth Infantry was in 
process of relieving them. Ha crlded that he was not in contact 
with the infantry's ccmnamirg officer; that he hcrl not yet heard 
from captain leach W"lo was conferring with Lieutenant Marshall. 

Colonel Pbrcms called back a little later am told Cook to 
organize the compmy tanks, pick up the 51st Infantry, and move 
out inmediately W'lether he fourrl captain Leach or not. Cook 
notified all tanks to p:-epare for inmediate withdrawal. In fact, 
h:>wever, the wi ttrlrawal was delayed about half an h:>ur to allow 
the relieving infantry to consolidate their p:>sitions. 

Lieutenant I.a~e made few charges in Lieutenant Belden's 
dispositions, except to post most of his men outside the 
buildings to guard against enemy infiltration during the night. 
He established his .cp at N:>. 45 to get away from the direct fire 
that hcrl been harassing N::>. 28 all day. 

captain leach, in the meantime, had arrived at the Company C, 
8th Tank Battalion position in the absence of Lieutenant 
Marshall, but WlS able to talk to Marshall aver Sergeant ~ 
R>sia' s rcrlio. Leach rep:>rted the situation in Sin:Jlirg as 
follow:;: he said there were four enemy SP' s in towa, but he 
tho1.J3ht one hcrl been knocked out by a bazooka; sane enemy 
infantry occupied the oorthern part of the towa (Lieutenant 
lan:Je, wm put outposts to the north later, reported no enemy 
there) ; a Panther tank to the oortheast of towa had fired on our 
tanks \oben they exp:>sed themselves in that direction. Leach then 
asked Marshall row lon:J it w:>uld be before the latter relieved 
him. Marshall, wh:> hcrl just been ordered by Major Irzyk to stay 
put, replied that he w:>uld oot come into to\¥11 "ll'ltil my orders 
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are changed." 
'D1is change in plan ...as rot knoW1 to the infantry i n toW1, 

wh:> were canpletirg the relief as scheduled. ft'bst of the 'Nt>urrled 
had already been evacuated earlier on Sergeant Iobr}ilew' s tank, 
~ich due to rcrlio failure hcrl not been in action but W3S brought 
up exJ:ressly to take the \o.OU'lded back. N:> regular evacuation 
vehicles were available at bat tal ion, as Lieutenant Cook 
ascertained early in the afternoon W'len he called just after 
Sergeant H:lywaro \ISS hit. Sane 'Nt>urrled nevertheless remained to 
be evacuated by the withdrawing infantry. Cow; ill and Padgett 
led their men to the street south to a rerrlezvous with the tanks 
in the vicinity of N:>. 3. Price, ~o did rot have to W3it for 
relief, moved his men out first arrl met the tanks outside town 
beside the t'Nt> pillboxes that had been cleaned out by Padgett's 
2d Squcrl that mornirg. Here they picked up the last prisoner of 
the day, a sleepy German \tho had to be trodded into surrerrler. 
lia \las lyirg on the grourrl SW3thed in a belt of .SO-cal 
ammnition and evinced ro interest in his capture. 

It \ISS alrecrly gettirg dark W'len Cook moved his tanks out. 
They collected the infantry as arranged, and fol.l'ld captain leach 
with Lieutenant Marshall about 400 yards south of toW1. As the 
2d e11d 3d Platoon tanks moved out together and the lst Platoon on 
the right hecrled back to join them further south, another heavy 
enemy artillery concentration fell cmong them, but by a miracle 
caused only one light casualty, Pvr Genar w. Ferguson, 2d 
Infantry Platoon, ~o WiS hit in the leg • 'lb oover the 
wi ttrlrawal, all tanks swiveled their guns north arrl fired back 
into Singling. 'D1e enemy tanks replied and the AP tracers 
streaked through the gatherirg darkness. Tw:> rourrls larrled 
within a few feet of Sergeant I:el Vecchio's tank before the fire 
fight was taken up by Lieutenant Marshall's tanks arrl the enemy 
shifted his attention to them. 

After captain leach's tanks had p.1lled out, the relief 
infantry canpany in Sirglirg remained more than three oours 
without direct tank support. Il.lring this time the enemy on the 
west crept up to the t'Nt> destroyed tanks of Farese's platoon arrl 
started the battery chargers. It may be that they were going to 
attempt to drive the tanks aW!y. Wlen the infantry outposts at 
1'«:>. 14 heard the engines, they believed them to be relieving 
tanks which they were expecting. 2LT Robert J. Victor, 
commanding the platoon \thich took over Lieutenant Cow; ill's 
sector, went out with one of his squcrl lecrlers to investigate. 
He approached one of the tanks to within 25 feet, then stopped. 
The siloouette of the three figures on top of the tank merle him 
suspicious; their overcoats were too long, their helmets too 
sharply beaked. As Victor aro his sergeant ha:l only one carbine, 
they returned to the CP to pick up weapons and e11other man. 
Approachi rg the tank the secorrl time, they were fired on by a 
burp gLn, ~ich they answered with rifle fire and grenades. 'D1e 
enemy retreated but later in the night, returned to set fire to 
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the tanks. 
Ueutenant lange, in the meantime, t«>rried about ·· his thinly 

outp:>stErl p:>sitions in toW'l, ha:l gone out to see Lieutenant 
Marshall and, as he said, "try to move the tanks in p!rsonally." 
As Lieutenant Marshall had been called back shortly after dark to 
battalion by Major Irzyk, coomanding the 8th 'lank Battalion, 
Lieutenant LarY;Je fourd Sergeant te R:>sia tanporar ily in carmard. 
Major Irzyk and Captain Pbraham J. Bat.m, s-3 of the lOth Armored 
Infantry Battalion, were alS) in the canpany area at the time. 

The q..testion of W'lether to attem~ to h::>ld in the toW'l for 
the night or w1 th:lraw was discussErl. Al tr..ou;h Major Irzyk' s 
first plan \laS to serrl one platoon of tanks in to support the 
infantry, he reversErl his decision after talkirg to LarY;Je. It! 
was already doubtful, because he could see ro very good reason 
for holdirg the toWl W"len the enany occupiErl all the high grourd 
north and east. lange reiX>rted that with less than 50 men at his 
disp:>sal he had ha:l to. outp:>st very thinly am that it w:>uld be 
easy for the enemy to J;robe out these outposts durirY;J the night 
ard infiltrate thro~..riJh his whole p:>sition. Major Irzyk WiS also 
imJ;ressed by an incident W'lich lange related. ln oour or S) 
earlier (it was now about 2000)' the east platoon urder 2LT Janes 
w. Ieach, had shot up and ca~ured a Germcn kitchen tru:::k W'lich 
they Wiylaid at the toWl square. 'Ihe tru:::k was carryirg hot 
soup, estimated to be enol..riJh to feed at least a compmy. Major 
Irzyk, takirg this to irdicate that the enany in at least that 
stren:~th still held the outskirts of toW'l, west and rorth, 
figurErl that the presence of our oWl troops in the center of toW'l 
t«>uld only obstru:::t the use of artillery against the Germcns. 

Major Irzyk therefore gave the order to withdraw from 
Sin:Jlin:J. 1b oover the wi thdra\1!81, sergeant te R:>sia jockeyed 
his tanks back ard forth on the reverse slope of the hill to make 
the enemy believe that they were entering toW'l. 'nle infantry 
assanblErl in about an h::>ur near tb. 47 am movErl back to the tank 
p:>si tions 400 yards to the S)uth. 'nley d~..riJ in and out posted the 
tanks for the night. Durirg the few oours they had been in 
Singling they had suffered five light casual ties from enemy 
mortar fire. 

Within five minutes of .the infantry report that Singling \laS 
clear of frierrlly troops, corps artillery put a heavy Tor on the 
town. 'lhe next day (7 December) tanks and infantry moved back up 
to just slx>rt of the crest of the SirY;Jlirg ridge, but they were 
ordered rot to advance as they w:>uld be relieved manentarily. 
Relief by tnits of the 12th AnnorErl Division actually took place 
that night. Singling WiS finally taken on 10 December. 

1he final reckonirg of the battle at SirY;Jlirg reveals neither 
a big a::tion ror a startlingly successful one. All 4th Armored 
Division units directly involved suffered a total of 22 
casualties,. of W'lich 6 were killed; they lost 5 mediLtn tanks. 
KnJW'l enany losses were 2 Mark V tanks and 56 prisoners. 

The attack on Singling \laS ma:le against heavy odds, and 
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atteooej with all the confusion of a hastily improvised mMleuver. 
In itself, the action was a stalEmate; nevertheless, it achievej 
imnejiate tactical success for Qxnbat CbmmCI'ld A. With the main 
German forces heavily e~cgej at Si~li~ duril'l:} the afternoon of 
6 December, other elements of Qxnbat CbmmCI'ld A were given the 
opp:>rtll1ity to £:8SS Si~lil'l:} arrl reach the primary objective, 
Bining. 'Ihis WIS accomplished by the lst Battalion, 328th 
Infantry, arrl Canpany D (light tanks) of the 37th Tank Battalion. 
Rohrbach, the further objective, was rot entered by Cbmbat 
Catmarrl A. 

By probing one of the areas in \lbich the GermCI'ls had 
stro~est preparEd defenses, the action at Si~li~ openej the 
way for later advances by the 12th Armored Division. 

1A type of artillery concentration in \tlich the shells fran a 
nllnber of batteries are timEd to burst simultaneously on the 
target. Such a concentration was usEd for its danorali zi~ 
effect on the enemy and also to };:~"event enemy observation outfits 
fran pickil'l:} up the location of individual batteries. 
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808TH Tank Destroyer Battalion 
AFTm-AC'I·I~ REPORT 

1 - 4 MAY 45 

During this period the battalion continued to be attached to the 
65th Infantry Division and XX Corps, Lhited Stated 'Ihird Army. 01 the 
lst Division came out of Corp; Reserve an:3 went on line again jo-ining 
the pursuit of the enemy. 'Ihe line comp:mies were placed in SUR>Ort 
of the infantry regiments: "A" Canpany supporting 260th, "B" Canpany 
supporting the 26lst, and "C" Company supporting the 259th. 

No resistance was encountered until the battalion reached the INN 
River. '!here on 3 May in PASSAU and SCHARDIN:i the battalion had its 
last real ergagement before cessation of hostilities. en that day the 
3d Platoon of "B" Canpany with part of the 1st Reconnaissance Platoon, 
formed a portion of a task force consistirg also of the 2d Battalion, 
26lst Infantry and "C" Canpany, 748th 'lank Battalion. 'Ihe task force 
was assigned the mission of takirg the city of PASSAU am establishing 
a bridgehead over the INN RlVER. 

'Ihe assembly IX>int ~s two miles west of the city alorg the mNUBE 
RIVER. At 1000 hours "B" Canpany of the Infantry was dispatched to 
encircle the city and drive horne an attack fran the Southwest. At the 
same time the balance of the task force, with the reconnaissance 
elernP.nts in the lead, a:ivanced alorg the South bank of the mNUBE into 
the city. Behim the reconnaissance elements the task force was 
deployed with Company "C", 748th in the lead, carrying "F'" Company of 
the Infantry. 'I'he Tank Destroyer, carryirg "C" Canpany, brought up 
the rear. 

Scattered resistance was met on the march into PASSAU, but ~s 
quickly overcane. Entrance into the city met with no resistance at 
a~l. 'Ihe streets were deserted, the big city seemed devoid of all 
life but us. Friendly troops on the North bank of the mNUBE RIVER 
notified our troops that the bridge across the INN RIVER ~s prepared 
for demolition am heavily mined. 'Ihe platoon had proceeded about 
four or five blocks fran the edge of the city W'len it paused to 
reconnoiter. Reconnaissance elements brought back with them eight 
prisoners W'lo stated that a strong enemy force ~s located in the 
South am Southwest side of toW'l. 

It WlS decided that the tanks and 'lD's, with the tanks leading, 
would make a dash for the . bridge in an attempt to save it from 
destruction by the enemy. Lhloading the infantry the reconnaissance 
platoon leader started out, running ahead in his peep to observe the 
bridge approaches and warn the rest of enemy activity. 'Ihe 
Reconnaissance Platooo Leader carne back am advised that the bridge 
had been bloW'l. 'Ihe tanks withdrew back to a large turnaro1.11d, firing 
about fifteen roums of HE at active enemy sniper IX>Sts who were 
blazing away sporadically at our forces by this time. 

A squad of infantry was sent out to check over enemy positions in 
the South and Southwest p:>si tions of the city. 'Ihey went about two 
blocks, met heavy enemy machine g1.11 and small-arms fire which woumed 
t\ttO of their men, and withdrew, leaving their woumed lying in the 
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street. '1\.lo German and one .American medical aid man attempted to 
reach the two wounded infantrymen, they were all fired upon by the 
enemy troops and were all hit. One of the Germans was killed. 

Just after the squad had departed, three infantry 1 1/2-ton 
trucks, dragging 57 millimeter anti-tank guns, accompanied by one 2 
1/2 ton 6 x 6 and one peep, drove on up the street, turning right on 
the square containing the turnaround where the tanks were stationed. 
'Ihey had gone about a block when a group of enemy riflemen opened up 
on them from a barracks at the end of this street. '1\.lo of the trucks 
and one gun were quickly destroyed, another was badly damaged. 

'Ihe Tank Destroyer Platoon Leader ordered two of his four M-36 
Destroyers forward to a point near where the tanks were assembled. 
Employing one destroyer to cover the other, he advanced the lead 
destroyer to a position near where the infantry anti-tank elements had 
met disaster. As he was performing this maneuver, the reconnaissance 
platoon leader set up an OP and three sniper posts on the South side 
of the street near the same spot. 'Ihe Destroyer fired fifteen rounds 
of HE shell into the building fran which the enemy had struck at the 
same time, the men manning the sniper posts placed heavy, accurate 
fire upon all visible enemy positions, protecting the destroyer from 
panzerfaust attack and forcing the enemy to abandon several houses 
fran which he had been fighting. 'lhe combined result of this action 
neutralized the enemy fire until the infantry anti-tank elements were 
able to evacuate their movable vehicles and their personnel. 'As soon 
as this had been accomplished the tank destroyer platoon leader backed 
his destroyer down the street about a hundred yards and went in search 
of the infantry battalion commander to learn his future plans. He was 
unable to locate the battalion commander so he returned to his 
position. 

'Ihe company commander Whose squad had attempted the reconnaissance 
asked the Tank Destroyer leader and the Tank officers to assist him in 
the rescue of the two wounded infantrymen Who were still lying in the 
street a block and a half South and West of the lead destroyer's 
present position. A platoon of infantry, two destroyers, and two 
medh.tn tanks, with the destroyers leading and the infantry working 
along both sides of the street flanking the armor, were formed for the 
rescue. 'lhey intended .to clear out about five enemy occupied houses 
to enable our medical personnel to reach the wounded men. 

The two destroyers, with the tank destroyed platoon leader in 
comnand, drove to a point near Where the two wounded men lay and the 
lead destroyer placed both 90 millimeter and 50 calibre machine gun 
fire upon the enemy positions. 'Ihe tanks did not leave their assembly 
area at the turnaround. The infantry platoon accompanied the 
destroyers to the point from which the destroyers were to support them 
in cleaning out the enemy positions. 'Ihe infantry formed on both 
sides of the street, advancing from house to house and alley to alley. 
'Ihe infantry on the left side of the street were able to work within 
25 yards of the destroyer, but the infantry on the right were unable 
to advance, being pinned down by machine gun fire. At this time the 
destroyer and the OP both spotted the enemy fire, which was 
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iiTII\ediately neutralized by 90mn and Caliber .SO MG fire. other 
targets were spotted on the left and taken under fire by the 
destro~rs. 'Ihis effectively neutralized roost of the enemy fire in 
the vicinity. 

At this p:>int the Inf. Co. Commander received orders oot to go 
forward as negotiations were under way for surrender of the town and 
the infantry withdrew and took cover. As soon as the enemy saw this 
he opened up with everythin:J he had. Fran the OP aoo the sniper posts 
set U1J our men \~.ere constantly engaging enemy machine gl.D'mers, 
riflemen, and panzerfaust teCitlS. 'Ihe Cp spotted an observer with a BC 
scope in a small opening by a large clock on a public building. 'Ihe 
first round of 90rrm HE hit the clock dead center. 1he loud noise and 
the dust created by the activity made accurate observation difficult; 
the lack of supportin:J foot troops for the destroyers made them very 
vulnerable to panzerfaust attack. 'Ihe 'l'ank Destroyer Company 
Executive Officer brought sane personnel of the company headquarters 
platoon to give the destroyers flank protection from panzerfaust 
teams. He had spotted sane enemy sniper positions aoo occupied one 
destro~r and directed fire upon them llltil their fire was reduced. 

After this had been accomplished one of the OP's spotted an enemy 
lt'.ark 1\1 tank that had rooved into p:>sition just back of a street 
intersection some two hundred yards in the front of the lead 
destro~r, fran Which p:>sition it was screened from observation by the 
tank destroyer platoon leader and destroyers. It was planned to leave 
the lead destro~r Where it was and roove the other destroyer a block 
South ard a block East to a FQSi tion between two buildin;s fran which 

· he could dart forth and engage the enemy tank if opFQrtunity presented 
itself to catch the enemy unaware. 

1he encircling destroyer proceeded about halfway to his new 
FQSition under heavy sniper and machine~un fire, then it was charged 
by six enemy rocket grenadiers. In attempting to back into FQSi tion 
fran which to ward off this attack the destroyer driver dropped the 
vehicle into a large shell crater, temp:>rarily immobilizing it. 'Ihe 
assistant driver and loader left the destroyer and made their way back 
to the 'lank I:estro~r Platoon Leader, to Whom the reFQrted the 
incident. 'Ihe 1'ank Destroyer Platoon leader ran under heavy enemy 
fire to the shell crater to determine the extent of the damage. 
Before he arrived, oowever, the gunner had fought off the grenadier 
attack, killing all six of the enemy; firing both Caliber .50 MG and 
90nm HE at FQint blank ran;es; and the gunner, destroyer conmander, 
and the driver had managed to extricate the destroyer from the shell 
crater ard proceed to their destination to wait in readiness to attack 
the enemy tank. 'lhe 'lank I:estro~r Platoon Leader returned to the OP, 
pic kin; up the destroyer conmander alon; the way, ?nd pointed out to 
him the enemy tank, explaining in full the plan of attack. 

'Ihe Mark IV tank then started to fire at the sniper personnel 
located in the building, and also at the OP. He then switched his 
fire on the oouse behind which the Tank Destroyer was located aoo in 
Which the Platoon Canmander and destro~r canmander were located. If 
the Mark IV tank moved out further he \o.Ould exFQse himself to the tank 
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destroyer fire and if the tank destroyers rooved further forW~rd they 
would be exposed to his fire. 'Ihe distance between the tank aoo the 
tank destroyers Wts about 150 yards. ll.lring this time snall arms and 
bazooka fire was continual. Panzerfausts were spotted trying to move 
into PJSi tion to the rear of the secooo tank destroyer. A machine-glll 
aoo crew were placed in a building so they covered the rear of the 
tank destroyer, and they were able to keep the enemy doW'l with 
machine-glll fire aoo force them to withdraw again to the buildings. 

'lhe platoon commander exchanged fire with the enemy tank for quite 
sanetirne without result; both being in a position fran which they 
could not be hit by the exchanged fire. 

The destroyer cOilll\aooer of mmber one destroyer was then ordered 
to roove his destroyer in the direction of the enemy tank as fast as 
PJSSible; cane to a halt, race his motor, then withdraw irrmediately. 
He 'HaS covered by snall arms fire fran the sniper PJSts for protection 
against the Panzerfausts. This maneuver persuaded the Mark IV tank 
crew to roove their vehicle fon.ard in order to get a shot at the 
destroyer. 'l'he destroyer corrmaooer of the 2d destroyer was waiting 
for the ~ark IV tank to make this move. He fired a rollld of HE into 
the wall above the enemy tank, showering them with a bliooing cloud of 
dust. 'lhe tank was so located that it was not PJSsible for the 
destroyer gunner to place direct fire upon it, so he placed four 
rol.D'lds of AI(: in front of it on an angle that ricocheted two roi.Jlds 
into the tank aoo sent it up in flanes. 'Ibe destroyers then withdrew. 

'lhe engagement lasted for mre than five oours, during \tbich we 
used virtually all of our firePJWer. Our machine gunners aoo snipers 
killed a known 30 dead and WOlD'lded rriany more with the 90Iml. J\n 
.American soldier who had been captured two days before aoo held 
prisoner in one of the buildings in town reported that the first rollld 
of 90rrm fired in the toWl went thro~.gh a door11o1ay of the German 
barracks and killed 6 and w:>lD'lded at least 11 more. 

The following day PASSAU surrendered, yielding around five hundred 
prisoners. It 'HaS discovered that another Mark IV tank \las in the 
toW'l, abandoned aoo burned by the crew. 

AW\LYSlS 
'lhis after-action report is an interesting account of an 

armor/infantry team clearing an urban area. Canbined arms was 
stressed at all times, and the tank destroyers were used to great 
effect in Passau itself. Of particular interest was the ingenuity 
displayed in ferreting out the MKIV, blinding it by showering it in 
debris, aoo then killing it by ricochet fire. 
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miENDLY FIRE 
On the morning of 9 July Brigadier General Bohn, the CCB 

carunander, attempted to pass his trailing task force in coll.mn throu;Jh 
his leadin;) elements. 'Ibe always difficult maneuver was further 
complicated by the heavy hedgerow terrain and extremely muddy 
coooitions caused by several days of heavy rain. 'Ihe advance of the 
armored forces was s:>on bogged doWl and also stymied the attempts of 
30th Division units to move forward. Dissatisfied with CCB's slow 
progress, General Hobbs pressed General Bohn, telling him to take his 
objective by 1700 or surreooer comnaro of his unit. In an effort to 
give his Unpatient superior s:>me sign of progress, Bohn ordered one of 
his tank canpanies to strike ahecrl without pause, cross the St. Jean 
de I:aye-Pont Hebert highway, and roove s:>uthwestward to Hill 91. 'lhe 
canpany of eight Sherman tanks soon moved off toward Hauts-Vents 
spraying the ditches and hedgerows with machine gun fire. 

Mean~ile Bohn attempted to get the remaiooer of his mired combat 
command underway and the various elements of the 30th infantry 
Division braced themselves against expected counterattacks by the 2. 
ss Panzer Division from the west and the Panzer Lehr Division from ~e 
east. As the day wore on the 30th Division's infantry aoo attached 
armor (743d 'lank Battalion) came under increasing German pressure. 
Although the division generally stood firm in the face of the German 
counterattack, isolated units withdrew precipitately after learning of 
the virtual destruction of the 743d Tank Battalion in a German ambush 
on the division right flank. 

'1he 823d 'lank ~stroyer Battalion (Towed) was attached to the 30th 
Infantry Division in April 1944 aoo laooed at ClWIAHA Beach on 24 June 
1944. ~uipped with thirty-six 3-inch or 76-nm towed antitank gll'ls, 
the 823d was considered a well-trained unit with high morale even 
thou;Jh on 9 July it was still in its shakedoWl period. rater the 
battalion would hold the US Arrmy record for tanks destroyed by a tank 
destroyer battalion for the period 6 June 1944 - 8 f'Jay 1945 on the 
Continent, havin;) knocked out 111 enemy tanks aoo other armored 
vehicles. 

Cbmpany c, 823d 'lank ~stroyer Battalion, had ctossed the Vire 
River on 7 July and had supported the 30th Infantry Division's 
abortive attempts to continue the attack out of the bri,dgehead on 8 
July. Its main role, however, had been to counter the German 
counterattacks that IOOI.I"lted in intensity on 9 July. By late afternoon 
on the ninth the canpany was in defensive direct-fire positions south 
of the St. Jean de I:aye crossroads astride and east of the main 
highway to St. I.o. Shortly after 1635 lst Lt. Ellis W. »=Innis's lst 
Platoon shifted positions slightly in anticipation of an expected . 
German armored counterattack north up the St. I.o highway. By about 
1715 lst Platoon's guns were in position covered by the bazookas and 
snall anns of the lst Reconnaissance Platocn, 823d 'ID Battalion, led 
by lst Lt.. 'Ihompson L. Raney. 

While Lieutenant ~Innis's platoon moved into position, stragglers 
fran the 117th Infantry Regiment streamed northward a lorY;) the St. I.o 
highway reporting that the German armor was oot far behioo. Air 
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bursts fran midentified artillery over the tank destro~r positions 
lent credence to the irnninence of a German .assault. About 1800 
Lieutenant 1-X:Innis spotted a tank about 1,000 yards to his front W"lich 
moved back am forth several times to look over the hill top in hull 
defilade. te immediately radioed the Company C commander to ascertain 
W"lether there were any friendly tanks in the area an::l received the 
reply that "\!bat you are looking for is in front of you." 

Alroost irnnediately the tank moved north along the highway spraying 
the hedgerow;, ditches, and 1st Platoon positions with .30-caliber 
machine gLD1 fire. It was soon joined by several other tanks W"lich 
also fired their machine gtils and 75-mn tank gl.D1s. li'lable to visually 
identify the advancing tanks because of the drizzle and fog which had 
restricted visibility all day, Lieutenant Mcinnis could only conclude 
that the tanks firin;J on his position constituted the long-awaited 
German counterattack and gave the order to his platoon to open fire. 

Sergeant Malery Nunn, who had already received a graze on the face 
fran one of the tank machine gLD1 bullets, issued the fire commands for 
his gll'l to engage the lead tank at an estimated range of 500-600 
yards. 'lhe gmner, Corporal Clement, scored a dead center hit with 
the first roun::l, and the lead tank stopped as smoke poured fran it. 
'1\oX> additional rounds were fired, but their effect could oot be 
observed because of srooke. 1he other tanks continued to advance 
firing, and Sergeant l>l.mn's gun \toeS hit, and <.brporal Clement \toeS 

\\Ounded in the le:J. Sergeant Nunn assLmed the gunner's position and 
Lieutenant I-X: Innis loaded. 'lhree more rol.l'lds were fired; but oo hits 
were observed, and the remaining tanks continued to roll forward. 

As the tanks closed, the tank destroyer personnel were forced to 
take cover in the ditches W"lere they were pinned down by the machine 
gm fire fran the tanks. Wlen the tanks were about 400 yards away, 
Sergeant Nunn recognized them as friendly medilll\S, called for a 
cease-fire, and stood up waving at the tanks in an attempt to halt 
their firing. His brave attempt had oo effect, and the 1st Platoon 
hugged the ground as several tanks, only three of W1ich were oot 
firing, passed through the position and continued out of sight to the 
north, all attempts by the tank destro~r personnel to identify 
themselves having failed. 

Sgt. Carl ~nna, Private F'irst Class liardin, and Pic. Ernie Jacobs 
of Lieutenant Raney's recon platoon were in the process of 
establishing a bazooka r.osi tion in a ditch W'len the tanks appeared. 
'!hey were pinned down by fire fran the tanks, and W"len it became 
unbearably heavy, Sergeant lianna ordered his men to take cover in the 
ditch on the other side of the hedgerow. As they attempted to do so, 
Private First Class Jacobs \toeS hit in the head by a 75-rnn tank rol.l'ld, 
Which killed him instantly an::l knocked out Sergeant Hanna, who was hit 
in the back of the head by fragments of Jacob's skull. 

Canpany C's 2d Platoon, led by 1st Lt. Francis J. Connors, also 
fell victim to the tankers' fire. A tank rolled up to within fifteen 
yards of Connor's uncamouflaged halftrack, which could scarcely have 
been mistaken for anything other than a l6 vehicle, and fired 
point-blank, severely \\Oundin;J the halftrack's assistant driver in the 
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chest. Lieutenant Connors identified the tank as a 3d Armored 
Division tank (t«>. 25) an:l Sgt. JoseJil A. Chustz, the 2d Platoon 
Security Sergeant, identified another by the name on its hull, 
BE-SICK. 

During the course of the fray Lieutenants ttlnnis and Raney and 
several of their men took cover on the north side of a stone building. 
Che of the tanks fired an HE rol.lld into the building fran twenty feet 
away arxi five feet fran ~ere the party was standing. 'Ibe next tank 
in collrnn turned its turret toward the group but did oot fire W'len 
Lieutenant ttlnnis waved his arms arxi shouted. Shortly after the 
offending tanks had rolled northward out of the Company C area, 1st. 
Lt. Neil P. Curry of the 30th Reconnaissance Troop arrived fran the 
north and reported that the tanks had also fired on his ftl-8 halftrack 
and showed the hole in the turret ring molmt. 

'lhe results of the twenty-five-minute engagement were serious but 
not catastroJilic. 'lw:> l5 medilll\ tanks were destroyed, arxi one 3-inch 
antitank g~.n w:ts damaged by machine g~.n fire striking the recoil 
mechanisn but was returned to service withi n twenty-four hours. 'Ihe 
823d 'lD Battalion suffered casual ties of one man killed and three 
w:>urxied (t-wo seriously); the tankers lost six men. In his daily 
report for 9 July the 823d 'ID Battalion 5-3, lt'laj. Ashby I. Loshe, 
reported the unit's canbat efficiency as "satisfactory but mad as 
hell n and crlded that the ~.nit 

took two Irisoners W'lich were its first, suffered 
its first fatal casualties, was shot up by its own 
Infantry and Armored ~orce and in turn shot up our 
own Infantry and Armored Force but under all 
circlll\stances came through their first critical 
engagement in fairly good shape arxi without too 
serious losses. 

en 10 July ~ajor Lohse w:ts appointed a board of one officer to 
investigate the incident. He identified the offending tanks as 
belonging to the 3d Armored Division and concluded that the lS tanks 
were fired upon because: 

(1) enemy tanks were reported both by Higher 
Headquarters ·an:l withdrawing Infantry to be in 
the inunediate front of the 3" g~.ns, 

(2) poor visibility prevented recognition of type 
and nationality of tank, 

(3) no friendly tanks were knoW'l to be in that 
area, 

(4) because tanks were firing upon gm positions 
and friendly positions generally and, 

(5) because tanks were moving north W'lile the 
direction of attack was south. 

Despite the poor visibility and obvious stress of being ~onder 

heavy fire, the tank destroyer personnel did recognize the tanks as 
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friendly and ceased firin;J W'len the tanks were about 400 yards away. 
They then attempted, often at very personal risk, to identify 
themselves. lhder the circunstances the continued firin;J by the 
tankers is difficult to excuse. Every effort was made by the tank 
destroyer personnel to identify themselves, but W\ether out of 
oonfusioo, fear, or simply lack of discipline, the tanks moved through 
the friendly ~sition and well to the rear, firin;J continuously. 

As the reader has probably alre~y surmised, the offendin;J tanks 
were the canpany fran CCB, 3d Armored Division (pcobably a company of 
the 33d Annored Regiment), earlier . dispatched by Brigadier General 
Bohn to pcoceed expeditiously to Hauts-Vents. llpparently the tank 
canpany comnander either misunderstood his instrootions or became 
confused. In any event, upon , reachin;J the north-south St. lo highway 
he turned right (north) rather than left (south) and blundered into 
the 823d 'IO Battalion ~sition. 1he oarmander personally suffered the 
consequences of his error. His tank was the one knocked out at the 
beg innin;J of the engagement by Sergeant !tllnn' s glll. ~t at the 
manent the le~ tank was hit, General Bohn was attemptin;J to contact 
his wayward lllit by radio and over the open radio channel heard the 
tank canpany comnander 's cry of pain am aBJUished statement, "I am in 
dreadful cgony." · 

After their pass through the 823d's ~sition, the remainin;J six 
tanks reversed directioo and proceeded to the objective, Hill 91 at 
hauts-Vents, W\ich they somehow managed to reach shortly before dark. 
Ironically, the six tanks reached the objective just in time to be hit 
by an lmerican strafin;J attack requested earlier but delayed by bad 
weather. Fortunately, there were no casual ties am the remnants of 
the tank. canpany spent the night on hill 91 only to be withdraW'\ the 
followin;J mornin;J (10 July) W\en it · proved im~ssible to reinforce 
them.. 'Ihe liauts-Vents objective was finally secured by OCB on the 
afternoon of 11 July. 

~LYSIS 

'Ibis incident of "amicicide" \1BS pcimarily the result of the 
canpany comnander's misorientatioo. Prearran:Jed emergency signals may 
have helped; in any case, both lllits were lucky enough to have 
received as little danage as they did. 
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'1RODS - AN AIIIORED ATTACK 
BY BRIGADim GDIERAL AR'!Hf.R L. WEST, JR. 

CO~EL CRa)BY P. fttiiJ.m 
" • • • GENERAL WOOD came in to state that the 4th Armored had just 

captured 'lro~s. 'lhis capture \laS a very magnificent feat of arms. 
Colonel, later General, Bruce c. Clarke brought his combat command up 
north of the to\1.1'1, W'lere a gully or depression gave him cover, at 
about three thousam yards fran the to\1.1'1. 'Ihe edge of the town was 
full of German gll'ls and Germans. Clarke lined up one medium tank 
canpany, backed it with t~ armored infantry canpanies, all roounted, 
and charged with all gll'ls blazing." , 

'lhis is Gener al Patton' s · description of one of the few (probably 
the only) cross-country cavalrylike ! charges of a built-up area that 
occurred in warld War II fighting in Europe. 'lhe men W'lo actually 
made the attack kmw that its success was no accident. 'Ihey kmw that 
it represented ptrfected team W>rk; aboll'lding confidence in other 
auns; canplete confidence in the leadership of the combat commander 
Who ordered the attack. 

'lhese men are prooo, and with good cause, of the fact that they 
were the ones who rode their thin-skinned vehicles am their tanks 
through heavy artillery, snall arms and AT fire across some 3, 000 

yards of unadulterated hell dismounting only to close with and 
destroy the enemy. 

'Ihey are the men W'lo fought in the sti·eets against heavy odds; W'lo 
were cut off for sane 18 hours by a nl.lllerically superior force; W'lo 
attacked the vitals of the 51st SS Brigade; and then turned and struck 
and destroyed the enemy in detail. 

'Ibis is the story of that "magnificent feat of arms" - a story 
based on the notes of the task force commamer as jotted down on the 
day after the fight. 

After the fall of Orleans, 
cOntinued its drive to the east. 
seized Sens and crossings of the 
Montarg is on 23 1\u;J ust • 

.France, the 4th Armored Division 
As part of XII Corp:;, the division 

Yonne River on 21 August 1944, and 

CCA, 4th Armored Division, commanded by Colonel Bruce c. Clarke, 
received orders on 24 1\u;Just to seize 'I'royes, France, am secure 
crossings of the Seine River in that locality. 

'Ihe combat corrman::l was ordered to move out in t~ columns at first 
light the next morning. the oorthern oollllln, '!ask Fbrce Ctlen 
(Lieutenant Colonel Delk M. Qien), was given the mission of crossing 
the Seine River north of 'Iroyes W'lile the southern coll.llln, '!ask Fbrce 
West (~jor Arthur L. West, Jr.) was to seize Troyes itself and secure 
crossings of the Seine River within the environs of the city proper. 

For this operation, the task force composition was as follows: 
Task ~'orce Ctlen 

35th Tank Bn (-1 Co) 
C Co , lOth A I B 

66th FA Bn 
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Plat, Co. A, 24th .Armd Ehgr Bn 
Plat, Co. D, 25th Cav Ral Sdn 

'!ask Force \test 
lOth Arrrd Inf Bn (-1 Co) 

C Co , 35th 'lank 8n 
94th Arrrd F A Bn 

Plat, Co A, 24th Arrnd Ehgr &1 
Plat, Co D, 25th cav Ral Sdn 

Farly on the norning of 25 August the task forces moved out 
abreast toward Troyes to a point about 10 miles west of the city. 
D.lring the march of '!ask Force West, a tank fran C/35 periodically 
left the colLlll'll, knocked doW'l a telephone pole, am broke the 
telephone wire with its tracks to ensure that no warning of the 
approach of U.s. Forces \I!Ould be received in Troyes by tele~one 
means. 'lhis FCactice was SOP in the 4th Armored Division. 

In the vicinity of the town of Pavillon, the Combat Comnand 
Commander ordered that the main highway approaches to 'n:oyes be 
avoided am the remairoer of the march to be executed crosscountry 
al'¥3/or on secomary roads. At the sane time, Colonel Clarke ordered 
the imnediate seizure vicinity of Montgueux, four miles west of 
1'royes, as a base of operations prior to assaulting the toW'l. 

'!'ask Force West moved rapidly am by 1500 hours am occupied, 
without op}X>si tion, the high groll'ld of Montgueux W"lich dominated the 
entire city of Troyes. 

Up to this FOint, with no Germans in evidence, the question as to 
the enany's ~ereabouts was uppenoost in everyone's mim. 

lt>\o.ever, within 10 minutes after the '!ask Force occupied the high 
ground, sporadic artillery fire began to fall on the forward slopes of 
the hill mass. 'Ihus, it w:ts evident that 'I'royes was still held by the 
enany arrl the Combat Conmamer ordered the city assaulted with a 
minimum of delay. 

Reconnaissance elements \-.ere promptly dispatched by the '!ask Force 
Comnamer, Major West, to ascertain the degree of resistance to be 
expected, the best routes of approach, mine fields, barriers and the 
like. 

Canpany and platoon leaders engaged in a hasty reconnaissance, the 
artillery forward observers registered in, am all of the minute 
details in preparing for an attack were attemed to. 'Ihe ll'lits ll'lder 
the comnam of or in support of Task Force West to carry out this 
attack were: 

1'ask Force \test 
lOth Arrrd Inf Bn (-Co C) - ~ajor A. L. West, Jr. 

Hq Co - Capt Howard Seavers 
A Co - capt T. J. Macixmald, Jr • 

B Co - capt Julian Newton 
Svc Co - capt Robert Bryan 

Medics - capt Isadore fil verman 
Co C, 35th Tank Bn - capt C. P. Miller 

94th Armd F'ield Arty &1 - Lt Col Alex Graham 
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Plat, Co A, 24th Armd Ehg r &l - f:k 
Plat, Co D, 25th Cav Ran Sqdn - k 

'll'le Combat Command S-2 relayed forward an esti ate of 50 troops in 
the city canposed of rear echelon elements left behirxl to prepare 
demolitions and attend to the last minute e 

1
acuation matters. 

Estimates of enemy opposition filtered in fran patrrols which irxlicated 
an aggressiveness that portended more than rear g~rd delaying tactics 
on the part of the enemy. 

Liaison planes reported heavy antiaircraft fir in the vicinity of 
the city. The 25th Cavalry and the I & R , (Intelligence and 
keconnaisance) Platoon of the lOth Armored Infantry Bat tal ion both 
reported heavy small anns arx1 mortar fire on both main approaches into 
Troyes approximately two miles distant from the city proper, 
irxlicatin; an outer perimeter defense. By 1600 hours the enemy 
artillery fire was beginning to increase in volume iand accuracy on the 
Montgueux hill causing 15 casualties. 

Colonel Clarke, a:.A Commander, arrived at the '!ask Eorce Command 
~st arxl made a rapid estimate of the situation. He then ordered a 
coordinated assault on 'I'royes to jump off at 1700 hours. His concept 
of the attack was a typical ~desert" type attack directly into the 
city across the broad flat plain, W'lich stretched for three and 
one-half miles between the base of the Montqueux 1 hill arxl the city, 
using the tanks in conjll'lc tion with the infantry mol.l"'ted in half 
tracks, mavin; at maximum speed to attain the hig~est possible shock 
im{8ct on the enemy. 

last minute preparations were rapidly comple ed and M3jor West 
issued the followin; oral order to his commanders: 

"'lhis force attacks 'I'royes at 1700. LD forward edge of this hill 
(Montgueux hill mass) • Bourxlaries: left bourxlary is road A (pointing 
to the road \t.hich runs through Ia Grange to the oorth of ~ntgueux 
into 'I'royes) , right bourxlary is road B (lbute 60) • " 

"Eormation is column of canpanies - canpanies in line". 
"C/35 (tanks) will lead, followed by A/10 (Infantry) with 

machinegun platoon attached". 
"Eil':J ineer platoon with mine detectors ride in A company half 

tracks". 
"Follo~ing A Canpany will be Battalion Headquarters, B/10, ~rtar 

Platoon and ~edics". 
"Assal!].t Qm Platoon (75mn lbwi tzers) and Reconnaissance (jeeps) 

Platoon will cover right flank keeping inside (left) of road B hugging 
our artillery fire". 

"'Ibis is a molllted attack. We will stay in our vehicles until 
forced to dismount." 

"94th Armored F'ield Artillery Battalion covers road B (pointirig to 
Route No 60.) with time fire commencing 1700 and will sweep up road B 
as we advance, firing on targets of opportunity on call. We can get 
!55's on call as well." 

"Maintenance/10 remain vicinity of Montgueux I.Dltil called 
forward". 

"Battalion CP behind C.35". 
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"Radio silence Llltil 1700. It is now 1615." 
"We \¥ill maneuver any place across the open groum that we see 

fit, keeping the W'lole force together at all times, and pushing the 
A/10 half tracks right up with the tanks". 

"Now for the city itself. All 'Ne have is the 1/50,000 map, but 
you can see fran her the general outline of the city. We will 
establish three ~ase lines W'lere 'Ne can regain control \\hen we get 
into toW'l. " 

"'lhe first ~ase line - first buildings (p:>inting) ". 
"Second - the railroad line that runs throU3h town parallel to the 

river". 
"'Ihird - in the vicinity of that church steeple on the Seine 

River". 
"In case anything prevents our coordination at each of these 

lines, push right on to the Seine River aoo get the bridges. Mlen we 
initially enter the city, do not use the roads (main streets). Go in 
between the blocks, throU3h yards, houses, etc., until you reach the 
railroad track in town. '!hen we will take a main road and the \\hole 
force will attack down this one road. If the Germans are there in 
strength, 'Ne will get in behind them and then attack their rear." 

"Are there any questions?" 
"~e outl" 
'D'le leading assault companies moved doW'l around the hill into 

their j1.1np-off p:>sitions by 1700 aoo moved out on the attack. 
1he medium tank canp2ny, C/35, deployed with its three platoons 

abreast in line with the exception that the right flank platoon, 
canmanded by Lieutenant Grice, nearest road B, was echeloned right 
with orders to watch the right flank aoo road B. 

A German armored car \taS encol.lltered and quickly eliminated. 
As the attack gained manentlln, the enemy artillery increased in 

intensity, seeking out the apparently lucrative targets \lhich were 
sweepirg across the open groum toward the city. 1he enemy artillery 
observers must have gloated to themselves over the shambles they 
expected to create because in front of the advancin:J u.s. Forces were 
two major obstacles: a railroad on a high embankment running 
diagonally across the plain, aoo between that obstacle aoo the city, 
an anti tank ditch of no mean prop:>rtions. 

lbwever, the tanks aoo halftracks went up aoo over the railroad 
embankment without a pause and again begain to pick up speed. 

Ergulfed in enemy artillery the 1\mericans could hardly see in any 
direction without facir¥3 the flame of an exploding shell. 

1~ tanks· received direct hits. <Ale was hit on the front slope 
plate without harmiJ"¥3 the tank and the crew continued to push for\tard 
despite their rin:Jin:J ears. The secooo tank, · that of Lieutenant 
Cline, 2d Platoon leader, \taS hit by an HE round ori the left rear of 
the turret. 1he blast slanmed the open turret hatch leaf down on 
Lieutenant Cline's head, peppered his neck with small fragments and 
smashed him down on the floor of the turret in a semi-conscious 
coooition-but the tank crew continued on in the attack (Lieutenant 
Cline was up aoo fightirg again by the time the city was reached). 
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'1b escape the accurate artillery fire, the '!ask Fbrce Commander 
ordered the entire force to move more rapidly and to move into the 
bursting concentrations fell (30 seconds or so later} , they fell to 
the rear and flank of the particular group of vehicles which had 
driven into the prior burst. 

As '!ask Fbrce West rooved across com try, it took up "marching 
fire" fran the tanks and halftracks to force unseen enemy gunners and 
panzerfaust (antitank} g1.11ners to keep their heads doWl and reduce 
their accuracy. 1his fire was extremely effective. Later Captain 
fttiller, C/35, claimed it ~t.as too much so - a .5~ caliber machineglll 
slug fran a half-track behind him penetrated his bedroll on the rear 
deck of his tank and punctured his air mattress. 

As TFW attacked across · country it employed the technique of 
reconnaissance by fire fran the tanks and infantry half-track. 'nlis 
fire is extremely effective a:; was learned earlier in the hedge row 
fights in Normandy. 'nle expenditure of machineg1.11 and tank-HE may 
appear expensive, however, the shock effect gained was tremendots. 
This technique was employed effectively many times throughout the war 
by elements of the division. 

Our ing this part of the attack one· of the command jeeps of the 
1'ask Force was hit by artillery fragments. 'Ihe officer occupant was 
knocked fran the jeep and fell into a foxhole occupied by an enemy 
soldier. A warning was quickly flashed to the following vehicles, and 
it ~t.as discovered that the entire field was occupied by German 
infantry in partially covered foxholes. 1he first platoon of A/10 
dismolllted f~an their half-tracks and killed or captured over 100 
Germans as they lay in their holes. 

At the anti tank ditch, the last major obstacle, many of the tanks, 
already running at their top speed in 5th gear, literally leaped the 
ditch, clawed at the far edge and finally churned their way out onto 
level ground. In sane cases, the · grinding tracks gouged out a 
precarious passage for a few of the half-tracks. 

A hasty search of the antitank ditch revealed a passageway and the 
remainder of the force crossed in single file. In the process several 
Germans with radio sets were discovered hiding in well-camouflaged 
holes dug into the side of the ditch. 'llley were field artillery 
forward observers and all were effectively dispatched. H1 imnediate 
reaction ~t.as ooticeable in the lessened accuracy of the enemy's 
artillery fire. 

Small arms fire ~t.as being received fran both flanks, but, due to 
the efficient work of the u.s. Artillery Forward Cbservers with the 
tank and rifle companies, friendly time fire ~t.as falling on both 
flanks and to the front. The time fire succeeded to a large extent in 
rendering the enemy co1.11ter fires ineffective. 

Enemy antitank guns along road B, pinned down by artillery shells 
bursting in . the trees overhead, were overrun and their crew; knocked 
out. 1hus, a:; 'l'ask Force West approached the city of Troyes, it 
became roore and roore evident that the German force was no 500-rnan rear 
guard demolition detachment, but a well-entrenched and well-equipped 
defending force. 
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After crossing the anti tank ditch, the at.tack became someW'lat 
disorganized and lost its cohesiveness due to the necessarily 
piecemeal crossing of the ditch and the 100pping-up operations in its 
vicinity. Nevertheless, the assault was pushed vigorously am the 
outskirts of toW'l were reached. 

At the edge of the built-up area, radio orders were issued to 
continue through the city and secure the bridges over the Seine River 
with a secorxlary purpose of getting behirxl the Germans. 

'Ihe Task Force was split into t~ attackirg groups; one umer the 
lOth AlB Executive Officer, ltlajor Iso Elwell, consistirg of t~ tank 
platoons arxJ one infantry platoon; the other umer the Task Force 
Canmander, consistirg of one platoon of tanks and the remaining b.'o 
canpanies of infantry. 

This splitting of the force was by accident and confusion - not by 
design. Both forces advanced irxleperxlently of each other toward the 
river. As both groups IOOved out, all contact between the b.'o was 
temporarily lost. 

The group under ltlajor Elwell IOOVed in a northerly direction on a 
back street for a short distance then turned east on a main 
thoroughfare and drove straight through to the river. 

One tank was rocked by a panzerfaust hit on a bogie Wheel, but was 
able to limp slowly alorg behirxl the colllllll. 

A German antitank gun, firirg blindly at the flank of the passirg 
colllllll fran a narrow side street, eventually so irritated their 
interxled targets that a squad of infantry stoWed am knocked it out. 

The collllll continued to roll until it entered a large square with 
a park-like area . in the center and a large aUditorium or concert hall 
at the east end. 1he rear end of this concert hall overlooked the 
Seine River. 

A p!rimeter defense WlS set up in the square with tanks and 
infantry coverirg every street which debouched onto the square. 

Patrols were sent out to locate the bridges. 
A tank, which attempted to move aroum the rear of the concert 

hall onto the street running alofll the river bank, was driven back to 
cover by a tremendous blast arxl a sh>wer of shattered brick masonry. 
It was later determined that this WlS the result of direct fire fran a 
German artillery h>witzer across the river. . 

At the nanent, h>wever, the blast cooled doWl the tanker • s 
curiosity. 

The infantry turned their attention to clearing out the 
considerable nllllber of snipers ~ were harassing the force fran · the 
buildifll surroundifll the square. 

'lhe elements under the '!ask Pbrce O:xnmander advanced slowly but 
surely against determined opposition until the railroad station was 
reached. At this point, no toW'l plan beirg available, the force was 
lost anorg the buildirgs, both as to location arxl direction, with 
increasifll enemy fire harrassing it. · 

Pbrtunately, at this point, radio contact w:ts regained with the 
Executive Officer's gro~ am, by the simple method of firirg .so 
caliber tracers into the air, the positions of both forces were 
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determined. 
IWBjor West's group then reorganized and began to fight its wsy 

throu:Jh to effect a link-tp with the Executive Officer's gro~. 
Shortly thereafter fhysical contact wss established bet~en the 

two forces arxi a four-block squae perimeter defense as set LP. 
Coincident with linkup, bridges ~re seized intact across the Seine 
River, am the ergineer arxi reconnaissance platoons moved across to 
out(X>St and secure them. 1he '!ask Force canmand (X>St wss established 
in a French house on the square. 

Apparently many Germans failed to get the \oliOrd that Jlmericans were 
on the river aoo in the square - a tiny French car occupied by two 
Germans \<heeled into the square fran a snall alley and skidded to a 
halt behim a 32-ton Sherman Tank. 'Ibe surprised looks on the faces 
of the Germans 't.BS almost lu1icrous. 

'lwo German trucks pulled out of an alley into a street leadi~ 
fran the square and leisurely moving away down the street. 
lhfortunately for them that street wss outposted by the assualt gll'l 
tank (105nm) of C/35. 'Ihe tank fired one rourxi on delay fuze ~ich 
passed throu:Jh the traili~ truck and burst in the leadi~ truck, 
knockirg them both out. 

'Ihe sniper fire 't.BS dyi~ · out, althou:Jh one sniper in a church 
steeple continued to fire am inflict casualties despite all efforts 
to dislodge him. Finally Ueutenant Grice, 1st Platoon C/35, elevated 
his tank's 75mn gll'l aoo effectively silenced the sniper. 

Just as things seemed to be quieti~ doW'l a little, a coltrnn of 
enemy trucks was observed in the early darkness movi~ alo~ a street 
fran the north\oloest leading into the square. 'Ihe coltrnn was halted and 
the first truck set on fire by one rourxi fran a tank in the square. 
Half tracks fran A,/10 moved aromd behind the coltrnn, knocked out the 
last vehicle aoo trapped the ~ole convoy. 

'Ihe trucks must have been an cmnll'lition convoy-the burning truck 
exploded am continued the chain reactioo. Burni~ trucks exploded 
periodically duri~ the night, making a shanbles of the street, and 
causirg Major West to say a few ~11 chosen words as each blast 
threatened to snash the glass in the tall French doors of his CP. 

ft.ledical attention, by this time, had becane a vital need with 
approximately 30 wounded men requiri~ immediate care. Repeated 
attempts had been made to contact the Medical Detachnent by radio, but 
to oo avail. As the enemy fire indicated that the Germans had closed 
in behim the 'l'ask F'orce elements at the square, it was now assl.lned 
that the ft)adical tetachment had either been intercepted and captured 
or had halted to await relievirg forces before attanptirg to get 
through. however, captain Seavers contacted the local French 
authoriti es with a view to securirg French medical assistance. By 
midnight a snall group of French doctors and nurses were fll'lctionirg 
aoo carirg for the \oliOurxied. 

MeanWhile, the Battalion s-2 Lieutenant Abe Baum, later ~jor and 
Comnaooer · of 'l·ask Force Baum of Hamnelbur:g fame, had been busy 
contacti~ local ~rench authorities and throu:Jh than had discovered a 
baker who daily delivered his bakery products to the German garrisons. 
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With the baker's information, and a town plan surprisingly 
supplied fran the baker • s office, a plan of attack was formulated to 
break out and regain Fbysical contact with the remainder of the Combat 
Conmam. 

At 2000 hours a platoon of infantry, supported by one platoon of 
tanks, moved out to establish that contact. 

After an advance of approximately one mile against sporadic 
resistance there was inminent darger of their beirg cut off and 
surrounded in the rapidly fadirg daylight. Consequently, they \\ere 
recalled and a decision made to hold fast for the night. 

At 2300 hours the Combat Commander, Colonel Clarke, called by 
radio aoo requested information as the existirg situation am \tklat 
assistance, if any, was needed. He was given the situation and a plan 
was formulated \tklich involved the launchirg of an attack at first 
light by a OCA relievirg force of one medium tank company. 

1his tank canpany was to fight towards the center of the city 
\bile elements of '!ask Force West \\ere to simultaneously fight back 
fran the river to effect a junction with the relievirg force. 

Secondary attacks \\ere planned by the '!ask Fbrce Commander, 
utilizirg four tank-infantry teams, which were to assault such various 
centers of German resistance as \\ere knoW'l fran information supplied 
by the French townspeople am the baker. 1hese attacks were designed 
to further disrupt the German garrison and to break the back of the 
enany defense fran within. 

1'he first of these secondary attacks was to be launched 
simultaneously .with the main link-up efffort of the Task Force, \tklile 
the other three \\ere to junp off spaced 15 minutes apart, dependent 
upon the success of the main link-up operation. 

With the plans completed for the early morning attack, the '!ask 
Force waited for daWl. 

Intermittent clashes occurred throughout the night caused mainly 
by Germans, unaware of the exact location of the Task Force, 
bllndering into the u.s. perimeter. lb\loever, some elements of the 
German force knew the location of the Reconnaissance am Ergineer 
Platoons W'lich had seized and outposted t\toO bridges across the Seine 
River. 

1he Germans attacked during the night and forced the outposts back 
to the bridges, but were unable to take the crossings. Here the u.s. 
troops held until morning. 

It should be }:X>inted out here that there \\ere t\toO sets of bridges 
involved - the Seine River split within the city arxl formed a small 
island so that the u.s. troops held the western set of bridges to the 
islam am the Germans held the islam and the eastern bridges. 1he 
island was shelled intermittently by division artillery durirg the 
night. 

1he Reconnaissance Platoon was ordered to attack and seize the 
islam at daylight coincident with the main Task Force attack. Upon 
receipt of this order Lieutenant Stan Lyons (now Lieutenant Colonel) , 
the platoon leader turned to the Task Force Coomarxler and stated, 
"Wlat do you think I am, a G - D - Combat Commander?" 
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As the time for the planned attacks approached, information came 
in on W"lat was purported to be the carmand post of the enemy 51st SS 
Brigade. 'Ihrough the dim half light of early morning, enemy trucks 
were observed lined up alof'l1 a street near the square. Major West 
quickly dispatched armored vehicles to block both ends of the street. 
Further action then was held up until better light. 

Promptly at 0600 hours the planned attacks were launched. 'Ihe 
Reconnaissance Platcxn, moviDJ rapidly, overran tw:> German artillery 
batteries in the process of displacing and eliminated 8 oowitzers and. 
accanpanyiDJ personnel. 'Ihe tanks am armored vehicles coveriDJ the 
trucks of the suspected German canmand post opened fire and knocked 
out these vehicles. 'Ihe buildiDJS on both sides of the street erupted 
Germans as the firiDJ started. 'Ihese individuals were either killed 
or captured. .Amon] the captured was a German general officer, the 
ccmnander of the 51st $ Brigade. 

'Ihe main attack jllnped off and immediately established radio 
contact with the relieviDJ tank canpany, A/35, am by 0800 oours a 
link-up between the two forces had been realized within the city. A 
platoon of A/35 was promptly dispatched to assist the Reconnaissance 
Platoon in its effort to clear all the enemy from the islam. 

Shortly after the link-up with A/35 (tanks), the three planned 
secomary attacks were initiated. All of these were successful and 
unvaryiDJ in design and execution, so the relatiDJ of one will 
suffice. 

From information received fran the French the previous evenir¥J, 
the location of the Gestapo Headquarters am the size of the local 
Gestapo force had been ascertained. 'Ihe location of this headquarters 
was approximately eight blocks away from the Task Force perimeter. 

'Ihe designated attackiDJ force was one platoon of armored . infantry 
supported by a platoon of C/35 tanks. 'Ihe assault force moved out and 
traversed the eight blocks without opposition lJ'ltil they came to the 
large school buildiDJ housiDJ the Gestapo headquarters. 

'Ihe tanks took up firiDJ position and, upon signal, conmenced to 
pour rourxl after round of HE, AP am WP into .the buildiDJ followed by 
.30 and .so caliber machineglJ'l fire. 'Ihe buildiDJ became a oolocaust 
within a matter of .minutes. 

'Ihe tanks ceased firiDJ and the armored infantry moved in with 
rifle, grenade, am bayonet to complete the mission. In fifteen 
minutes the fight w:as ended with 58 German dead colJ'lted, 50 prisoners 
am no casualties to the assaulting infantry-tank team. 

At approximately 1100 hours, 26 August, the '!ask FOrce Commander 
received word that his force w:>uld be relieved by the 53d Armored 
Infantry Battalion. ~ early afternoon the relief was accomplished 
am Task Force w·est moved out to rejoin the remaimer of CCA northeast 
of 'Iroyes. 

One mine was hit While leaving the city Which killed the Battalion 
Operation Sergeant, Sergeant Cook, and wounded several others 
inclooing the Battalion s-3, Captain J. J. J. Slea. Also, the bodies 
of the Battalion Surgeon am several medics were fourxl this day. 
Apparently they had been shot after capture by the Germans. 
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It will be of interest to those who participated in this battle 
that the city square around which '!ask Force West established its 
perimeter was as of 1960, for the roost part a parking area; that the 
concert hall still stands; and that in the square stands a large stone 
room.unent on which is carved scenes depicting the Germans in occupation 
of Troyes, the fighting in the city and the Germans in flight. 

Before this carved slab are two stone figures showing a French 
civilian grieving over the body of an llmerican soldier. Apparently 
the French of Troyes have not forgotten. 

ANALYSIS 
The battle is a prime example of the effectiveness a combined arms 

team can have against an enemy force during an offensive action with 
the employment of tanks for concentrated shock and fire power, the 
employment of infantry to flush out foxholes, snipers, and areas 
vulnerable to tracks, and the employment of artillery to cover the 
enemy before the assault arx:l destroy his avenue of escape during the 
assault: Each asset appearing to have been effectively used during 
the assault of Troyes. 

An unusual point of the attack was the rate chosen across open 
terrain where two major obstacles had to be negotiated under heavy 
enemy artillery and covering fires. In many cases it would have meant 
certain death for a majority of the assault force, coupled with the 
loss, and possible halting, of the attack's momentum. However, this 
was not the case as the attacking force used marching fire to multiply 
the effects of an already determined, aggressive assault on the enemy. 
The leaders and soldiers of the attacking force had gained the 
momentum of the attack and reacted swiftly to maintain that momentum 
as is evident in the hasty penetration and clearing of the tank ditch. 

This high degree of aggressiveness won them the results they 
desired by shocking the enemy arx:l creating a state of confusion in 
their ranks. 

The fact that CCA was conducting pursuit operations helps to 
explain their success. Had the German defenders time to to dig in and 
properly prepare for an assault, the results could have been 
drastically different. This is not saying the llmerican commander was 
being foolhardy. Q1 the contrary, his accurate .estimate of the 
situation afforded him to opportunity to use boldness and shock action 
to take the town. 
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A Tank Platoon in TUnisia 
by CAPTAIN CHARLES L. MVIS 

When the Allies made their initial invasion moves against North 
Africa in the Fall of 1942, the Axis had few troops in Tunisia. The 
landings at casablanca, or an and Algiers were followed by a quick 
allied move to put troops into Eastern Algeria and Tunisia, to prevent 
the seizure of this key area by the enemy. A rapid build-up of Axis 
forces, alofY3 with a poor road net, a wet season, and administrative 
problems, and the Tunisian campaign was under way. 

From a period of fighting in Southern Tunisia, extending into 
April of 1943, the American II Corps, consisting of the lst, 9th and 
34th Infantry Divisions, the 1st Armored Division, and Corps Troops, 
moved across the corrmunications lines of the British First Army and 
into position on the Northern Tunisian front. 
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In late April the Allied line in Tunisia exploded into a general 
offensive destined to crush the Axis in Tunisia. The II Corps attack 
in an easterly direction, extending over a forty-mile front of 
mountainous terrain, was characterized by continuous heavy fighting. 

The 1st Armored Division sector of this attack consisted of the 
Tine River valley and the hills to the south, an area aptly named the 
Mousetrap. The terra in was unsuitable for armor. Infantry fought 
through the hills while reconnaissance and engineer units maintained 
contact and cleared mines, and the tanks fired indirect fire missions 
and constituted a mobile reserve against counterattack. 
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taken roost of the groood on the south side of the ft'busetrap, \>.bile 
units north of the ft'busetrap had driven the enemy back upon the last 
defensive r.osi tions before Ma teur • 'Ihe rooment was at hand for the use 
of armor. 

'lhe Anaor 'lb Be Used 

Urxier the organization of the time, the 1st Armored Division was 
comr.osed of one infantry and t'M:'> armored regiments. Each armored 
regiment had one battalion of light am t'M:'> battalions of medium 
tanks. 'lhe medium companies \otere equipped with M4 tanks, fitted with 
radial en:J ines am a 75nm gun-both umer};X>wered and umergunned. 

'lhe Armor In 'lhis Story 

Durin:J the action of late April am early May the 'Ihird Platoon of 
Canpany D, 13th Armored IEgiment, operated in its organic role as a 
part of the 2m Battalion tactical deployment of companies, en:Jag ing 
targets of opJ;X>rtunity, firing indirect fire missions, and standing 
ready against the threat of counterattack. 

'Ihe enemy, having lost all of the forward slopes in the area west 
of Mateur, withdrew to the hills east of the city to organize his 
defenses for his last effective stand against the Allies in Africa. 
Combat Comnarrl B (less the 2m Battalion) entered Mateur in late 
morning of the 3rd of May, 1943. A three-day siege of the key J;X>int 
was broken with the Allied attack launched on May 6. 

. 'lhe 2nd Ba'ttal ion of the 13th Armored lEg iment continued its 
action in the uwer Tine Valley just south of Mateur. 'Ihe battalion 
mission was to break through the German lines east of Mateur, cut the 
Bizerte-I-·erryville-Djedeida-Tunis road, am continue eastward to cut 
the main Bizerte-Tunis highway. '!he mission of the 'lhird Platoon was 
to protect the left flank of the Battalion durin:J the attack and 
reorganization. 

Getting IOYl to Business 

'lhe attack jlltlped off in the small hours of the morning of May 
6th, fran a line of departure alon:J the low ridge running in a 
northwest-southeast direction just east of Mateur. A low groum fog 
blanketed the valley in front of the ridge. 'lhe fifty-three tanks 
crossed the line of departure without artillery preparation, due to a 
last minute change in plan during the night, and advanced across an 
area suitable for the use of armor, and consequently well protected by 
enemy antitank g~.ns. 

In the opening rooments of the attack, the only' s:>llld across the 
stillness of the North African da\IJI'l was the crescendo of engine roar 
and the squeaking of suspension systems. '!hat didn't dominate the 
atroosphere for long. Fran the Gernian 1 ine purple pyrotechnics arched 
into the air-the enemy signal of armored attack! 'lhe field erupted 
into full action, with antitank guns lacing out their. high velocity 
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projectiles in a crisscross pattern, interspersed with streams of 
machin~m tracers concentrated on knocked out arxl burning tanks. A 
mine field took its toll, and the battalion canmander, realizing the 
overwhelmill3 superiority of the defense, ordered the remaining tanks 
back on the line of departure. His oW'l tank was destro}'ed by anti tank 
fire before the instructions were completed. 

'Ihe battalion lost seven tanks, inclooing those of the battalion 
conmander, the E Company conmarxler, t\>.0 platoon leaders, arxl three 
more. 'Ihree others W'lich by-passed the mined area ~nt into a 
defilade position arxl sat tight, well forward of the LD. 

'Ihe 'Ihi rd Platoon of Company D moved back in defilade and joined 
the other elements in a detailed search by observation arxl fire for 
the well dug in and camouflaged German anti tank gl.D'ls. 'Ihe day passed 
with this mission. 'Ihe enemy maintained heavy artillery fire most of 
the time. 'lhe battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Gardiner, 
~urxled durill3 the mornill3 attack, was replaced by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hamil ton lbwze. 

Renewing the Attack 

About noon the battalion conmarxler called together his staff and 
mit conunanders and formulated plans to renew the attack. With an 
alteration of the original plan, arxl with strong artillery support, it 
was intended to smoke the right flank of the attack and oold the 
screen until the tanks were beyond the first line of ridges. 
Preparatory fires ~re planned in detail, to cover the area of German 
antitank defense in front of the initial objective with impact fir-e 
ll"ltil the attack arrived, switching then to air burst and shifting 
forward as the attack progressed. In addition to artillery support, 
the 776 Tank Iestro~r Battalion was to remain in hull defilade at the 
line of departure, usiiXJ direct fire oh selected points, and eD3aging 
targets of opportunity. 'Ihey ~re to follow as soon as fire was 
masked. 

'!here was m infantry support, due to the conunitment on the south 
side of the Mousetrap, which resulted in heavy losses preclooing the 
switch of troops to ·the Combat Command B attack. 

'Ihe 'Ihird Platoon pulled out of position by sections arxl returned 
to Mateur for ammunition resupply in preparation for the late 
afternoon attack. With the racks full, arxl a few extra rourxls on the 
floor of the turret, the Platoon Leader assembled the tank commanders 
to go over the plan of attack, which for the 'Ihird Platoon remained 
the same as in the morning-to protect the left flank of the battalion. 

A few moments before junp-off time the conmarxler of the fifth tank 
brought its driver to the Platoon Leader to say that he was sick, had 
been vomitiD3 all afternoon, and just could not go. A replacement was · 
not available. 'lhe driver stated that he could mt go as assistant 
driver, arxl was obviously gripped more by mental fear than by an 
ailing stomach. 'nle attack was set to move out. It was apparent to 
the Platoon Leader that it was now a question of orderill3 them to go 
at the point of a gl.D'l, or of sending him to the aid station. He 
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decided in favor of the aid station with the thought of dealing 
properly with the situation at a better moment. It was a decision he 
later regretted. 'lhe man's tank aoo tank canmander ~Nere lost and b.1o 
of the remaining crew members were casualties as the action developed. 
With a full crew the story might ~Nell have been different, especially 
in consideration of the fact that the lackill3 crew member was the 
driver of the vehicle, considerably more experienced than the man W"lo 
took the tank into action. 

'lhe artillery laid doWl the smoke, and began the preparatory fires 
in front of the objective. 'Ihe tank destroyers cut loose with their 
direct fire. 1he battalion attack of fortyfour tanks got mder way. 

Every tank opened up with every gm, except the • 50 caliber 
machine glDlS, at anythiJ'l3 even remotely resemblill3 a target. 'Ihe 
artillery, a bit late in lifting from impact to air bursts, dropped 
same roLIOOs among the friendly armor. 'Ihe consensus crnong the tankers 
seemed to be that they preferred a 105 fran behind to an 88 fran the 
front. All in all, the artillery support was near perfect, am it 
enabled the tanks to get on the ridges without a loss. It effectively 
neutralized the antitank fire in the zone of advance, am destroyed 
some gms. Fire fran the tanks destroyed roore; some still operative 
aoo with crews to man therp represented a threat to supply and 
administrative vehicles, since there was no infantry accompanying the 
attack, or following it, to mop up the area. 

1he arrival of the tanks on the objective at the top of the ridge 
placed them beyooo the preplanned fire area. 1he Germans had 
organized in depth, keeping considerable antitank strength in the 
rear. 'Ihe battle became one of survival between the tanks am the 
anti tank gms. 

1he mission of canpany D, and of its 'lhird Platoon, W"lile 
appearing to be of secoooary importance, actually was extremely 
imp:>rtant. 'lhe Germans held the hills to the north in considerble 
strength, particularly in armor. 1hey had contained Cambat Comnaoo A 
of the 1st Armored, and other troops, for about three days. In order 
to accomplish its mission, the 'Ihird Platoon had to hold pretty ~Nell 
to the skyline on a ridge generally running east and ~Nest, thus 
exp:>sin;J the tanks to flanking fire fran the extreme right of the 
battlefield. 'lhis provec;) to be roore of a threat than the left flank, 
as a move of a few yards to the right placed the tanks in defilade 
fran the left flank, but exp:>sed for miles to the right. 

1bpping a small rise, the Platoon Leader's tank, in line with the 
lead tanks of the battalion, came in view of a snall caliber antitank 
gun some fifty yards ahead, sighted down a depression running 
diagonally to the line of advance. 'lhe enemy crew SWU'l9 their gtn 
toward the tank, am the Platoon Leader forgot all about fire 
canmands. FOrtunately, the gtnner had turned the gm to the front, 
am he saw the enemy gm at about the same. manent the Germans saw the 
tank. 1¥3 the tank \IllS rooving right along, it was about thirtyfive 
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yards fran the target W'len the gll'lner fired. 'Ihe shot vas slightly 
off center, but it was low enough to explode on the near side of the 
gll1 pit, wrecking the gll'l as well as the crew. .About this time the 
Platoon Leader fo\..100 his voice, yelling so loudly that the dri ver got 
on the interphone to ask the gunner if the Lieutenant had been hit. 

'!he platoon began to receive considerable fire fran the right 
flank, making it wise to sideslip doW1 the hill to defilade behind a 
secondary ridge. The terrain became rougher, the progress slower. 

A Bit of Dueling 

An 88mn gun came into the Platoon Leader's v1s1on, about eight 
hundred yards to the right front, with the gll'l p:>inting to his right. 
He gave 800 to the gunner, and the rourrl was high. He gave 700, and 
the roll1d v.a~ still over. 600 was again high. 'Ihe German crew began 
traversing to lay on the tank. About then the Platoon Leader became a 
bit frantic and began &:reaming "Four, four!" 'lhe next round was 
close enough to stop the gll1, which got off one round that was barely 
wide of the tank. 'Ihe gll'lner p:>lished off the 88 with several more 
rounds. 

At this moment the number two tank had to withdraw to take care of 
a projectile stuck in its gll1. 'Ihis was prior to the time the armored 
ll'lits began to carry 75mn howitzer cases to shoot out projectiles 
which became necessary to use the ramner staff for the operation, and 
the field of battle is no place to engage in such an activity. 

'!he Platoon Leader moved his tank down the hill to the vicinity of 
the Comp:1ny Commander, W'len both tanks came l.l1der fire from an 88nm 
gll1 sane four hundred yards to the front. 'Ihe Platoon Leader's tank 
fired a short and an over, and before he could split the bracket the 
Canpany Comnander scored a hit alongside the barrel. '!he gun burst 
into flames. 

As the platoon roved back up the ridge to cover the left flank, 
the Germans responded with high explosive and armor piercing shell. A 
look through the glasses showed at least one Mark VI tank firing at 
approximately 3000 yards, maximllll range for the .American tank direct 
fire on the inadequate sights. <l'le round landed about three quarters 
of the distance to the enemy target. 'Ihe Platoon Leader put his trust 
in mobility. He kept moving , issuing similar instructions to his 
platocn. 

'Ihe cOmpany Commander urged the Platoon Leader, via radio, to move 
higher on the hill. 'Ihe Platoon Leader asked who was going to take 
care of the f.'ark VI on the right flank. "Wlat Mark VI?" asked the co. 
A manent later the Platoon Leader and his crew were hitchhiking. A 
near miss had struck near the right rear of the tank, breaking the 
track aro imnobilizing the vehicle. Recognizing the futility of using 
the 75nm gtn to can}:ete with high velocity weap:>ns equipped with 
adequate fire control instrllllents for that range, the Platoon Leader 
ordered the crew to abandon the tank. 'Ihe crew was formed in a 
diamond patrol formation aro set out across the fields to the tank 
reorganization area, in a depression about threequarters of a mile 
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fran the disabled tank. In a case of mistaken identity the crew was 
fired upon by a 75mn tank gll'l in the left battalion. 'Ihe men hit the 
groll'ld and the shell, landing some fifty feet away, did oo damage. 

At the assembly area the Platoon leader reported to the Canpany 
Carunander and began organizing the sector for the defense, posting 
local security. 1he fifth tank of the platoon had been lost, leaving 
the platoon with two tanks present, one destroyed, one disabled and 
one at the rear • 

A Rough Time 

'!hat fifth tank had been the one enteri~ the attack with a 
four-man crew. Wlen the limited supply of ammt.nition that could be 
carried in the turret had been exhausted, it had been necessary to 
stop the tank for the driver to pass amno fran the racks lJ'lder the 
turret am behim the driver and assistant driver. 'Ihat task is 
normally handled by the assistant driver W'lile the tank is in motion. 
en this occasion, W"len the tank sacrificed its mobility to accanplish 
the transfer of anmo, the gll'ls of the enemy on the right flank of the 
battalion laid on the tank am broke a track. Not realizi~ the 
futility of engagir¥3 in a fire fight ll'lder such circl.lnStances, the 
tank comnamer continued to fire. 1he Germans concentrated on the 
vehicle and literally pulverized it with high explosive. First the 
radio am interphone were knocked out, then the turret periscopes, and 
finally the turret traversir¥3 mechanisn, althot.gh oot ll'ltil the last 
round of amnuni tion had been fired. 

'Ihe crew was trapped in a disabled tank, out of anmlJ'lition and 
without Gomnunications, W"lile the enemy laid on the high explosives. 
Concussion anq shock wrecked the instnment panel and all interior 
control mechanisns. 'Ihe tank comnander alerted the crew to evacuate 
thro~.gh the top hatches rather than thro~.gh the bottan escape hatch, 
because of the many low rounds strikir¥3 under the tank. As the crew 
began the evacuation several 100re hits by German gll'ls killed the tank 
COmnander, broke the driver's leg am \IIOunded the loader. 'Ihe 
cor}X>ral gll'lner took charge and roved the \IIOll'lded fran the vicinity. 
He managed to stop one of the rear tanks of another platoon, to place 
the driver on the vehicle to be transported to the reorganization 
area. He then took the other \IIOunded man with him to the line of 
departure, during \lbich trip, w1 th one pistol between them, they took 
four prisoners. 

'Ihe nllllber two tank of the platoon, W'lich had returned to remove 
the stuck projectile, also took several prisoners on the way back. 
'Ihe third and fourth tanks of the platoon destroyed several gll'ls of 
various sizes, killir¥3 and capturir¥3 several of th~ enemy. Not beir¥3 
able to take the pr-isoners alor¥3, they were disarmed and sent to the 
rear. Sane arrived, sane did not. Of the latter, undoubtedly· several 
rejoined their forces, to fight again. '!here was oo other solution 
open to the tankers in view of the situation. 

'Ihe attack had broken the German main line of resistance east of 
~teur, with canparatively snall losses. en the night of f;ay 6th the 
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2nd Battalion and its attached tank destro'yeers bivouaced within the 
battle JX>Sition, am made plans to exploit the breakthrou;Jh. 

'lbe Exploitation 
While the battalion comnamer was plannirr::J the next operation, 

COmpany D was given the mission of sending out a reconnaissance patrol 
to reconnoiter a route to the southeast to the t-Jateur-Djedeida road, 
with the idea of roving the battalion there during darkness i f the 
area proved sui table for the movement of tanks. 

Being without a tank, the 'lhird Platoon Leader wlll'lteered to lead 
the patrol. The Platoon Sergeant am several men also volunteered to 
go on the patrol. Fbllowing organization am orientation, the patrol 
set out. · 

Low,· black clouds redooed the visibility to nil, and occasional 
showers soon drenched the men to the skin. Shelling both by enemy and 
friendly artillery-am in particular the friemly firirYJ of W'lite 
P»sP~orus-alorr:;J with the occasional scattered flare up fran burning 
gllls and vehicles, made it quite imJX>ssible to becane accustaned to 
the darkness. All in all, it required five hours for the patrol to 
work throu;Jh the German JX>Sitions, avoidirYJ two enemy patrols on the 
way; secure the desired information; am return to make an 0230 
Officers' call. 

'D'le Platoon leader informed the Battalion COmmander that the 
reconnoitered area was suitable for tanks, but contained many prepared 
JX>Sitions, several of W'lich were believed to be antitank gll'ls. 'lhe 
Canpany Conmamer of F am D both suggested that the battalion move 
north and disperse just pr-ior to daylight along a high groll'ld area 
that contained no anti tank gtmS. 'Ibis would enable them to defem in 
any direction, would roove them away fran knoW'l antitank and artillery 
JX>Sitions, am would not aai to the difficulties of resupply. 'Ibis 
plan was adopted. 

A German shelling made it im}X>ssible to repair the tank of the 
'lhird Platoon Leader, am succeeded in bloWirYJ a track off the m.mber 
three tank of the platoon. 'lhe return of the number two tank left 
platoon strerYJth at two tanks for the resupply operation am the 
continuation of the attack. 

ContinuiJ'9 the Attack 

'lbe attack continued in late morning of the 7th of ltlay, crossing 
the Bizerte-Ferryville-Djedeida-Tunis road, Where the number two tank 
became a casualty, breakirr::J the shaft on the turret traversing 
mechanism. 'lhe platoon continued with one tank. 'lhe action continued 
alorr::J the main Mateur-Djedeida-Tunis road to a junction with the road 
connecting the Mateur-Tunis road and the bizerte-Tunis highway. 

Earlier in the day the fightirYJ had been against scattered strong 
}X>ints SUPJX>rted by artillery, but as the action progressed, the 
artillery diminished am the advancirYJ troops foum an 88mn battery 
abamoned. Wlile the tankers were womering What the Germans were ~ 
to, the enany opened fire fran a mutually · supportirYJ JX>Sition. Sane 
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of the over\oatching tanks and tank destroyers quickly eliminated the 
threat, and the battalion moved on. 

At the jll'lction the enemy had developed a well organized and 
strongly defended position that was especially strong in antitank 
defense. A violent fire fight developed; and Lieutenant James CUrry, 
conmandirg Canpany E, was killed ~en a freak hit slamned the turret 
hatch cover dow-1 and crushed his head. 'lhe tanks and tank destrqyers 
deployed in particularly bcrl tank terrain, and reduced the resistance 
by fire. With the artillery in support of the other t\1«) battalions, 
and in view of the bcrl terrain for armor, the battalion made use of 
darkness to move onto the position. 

A quick look at the field on the morning of May 8th gave evidence 
of the effectiveness of the tank and TD canbined fires; destroyed guns 
and enemy dead lay scattered about the position. 

Fran there the attack continued northeast across terrain quite 
t.nsui ted to the use of armor. £¥ midafternoon of the 8th the 
battalion was in sight of the main Bizerte-Tunis road, and looking for 
a passa:Je dow-1 from the heights. 

Moving down to the coastal plain, the battalion encountered a wadi 
that ~as a natural antitank obstacle. 'lhe tank of the D Canpany 
carunander. threw a track attempting to cross it. A Headquarters 
Canpany tank became stuck ~ile trying to by-pass the first tank. 'Ihe 
'lhird Platoon Leader, Wiile trying to extricate the other t\1«), threw a 
track on his own tank. 

As the battalion mission was to cut the Bizerte-Tunis road at the 
intersection of the Porto Farina rocrl, t\1«) or three miles to the 
north, the CO decided to locate a more favorable passage to the plain 
a bit farther to the north. 'lhe 'Ihird Platoon Leader was left to 
guard W1at had become five disabled tanks resulting from the strange 
track-throwing contest. 

Meamlhile, the Germans had moved in a battery of 88's that had 
been moving southward alo03 the main Bizerte-Tunis road. A Canpany D 
sergeant had observed the battery of four guns leave the main road, 
move over to a secondary road, and go into position same hundreds of 
yards beyond the main road. Olce again the battalion was badly in 
need of artillery support that was not available. 'Ihe fire control 
instruments of the · tanks were inadequate for the ra03e. 'Ihe enemy 
could not be brought under effective fire. 

'lhe 88 •s opened on the disabled tanks, and the tanks returned 
fire. 'Ihe duel did not amount to much, since neither side had good 
observation. 'lhree men in D Company were \IIK)unded \bile in a briefing 
at the tank assembly area • 

'lhe 'lhird Platoon Leader, moving on orders to the bivouac area, 
found three of his disabled tanks fran the previous t\1«) days back and 
ready for action. As preparations were t.nder way to canplete the 
exploitation of the attack, the enemy opened up with everythi03 he had 
on the coastal plain. For a \bile it appeared like a cot.nterattack 
preparation, but the lack of danage soon merle it obvious that the 
Germans were destroying anmt.ni tion the easy \IIBY. 

At daybreak of l'lay 9, the battalion attacked north along the 
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Bizerte-1'unis highway. At the fl::>rto Farina jmction, the direction 
was switched to enter the tov.n. Company E captured an Italian 
regimental headquarters, W'lose commander, accompanied by the 2nd 
Battalion CO, induced the commander at German headquarters to 
surrender. 'lhe word ~s passed dov.n to enemy l.llits, so that sporadic 
resistance to American units alo03 the front gradually ceased. Enemy 
troops began to surrender throi.XJhoUt the coastal area. The 2nd 
Battalion, 13th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Division, took up 
positions along the sea between the tov.ns of Raf Raf and Ras el 
Djebel, to prevent destruction of equipnent and escape fran Africa. 
Shortly after, all resistance in II Corps zone came to an end. 

In this final action of the North African fighti03, the 1st 
Armored Division had been used as a lllit in an offensive role. 'Ihe 
armor had been used in the only logical area alo03 the forty-mile 
front. Lacking substantial infantry support for both Combat Commands, 
it had been sound logic to throw available infantry into the CCA area, 
to assist their attack throi.XJh ri.XJged terrain on the north. l:bwever, 
the absence of infantry was a serious handicap to CCB. In particular, 
the lack of foot troops made difficult the mopping up of the field and 
the handli03 of prisoners, many of ~an undoubtedly were able to rearm 
and return to the fight. · 

Equally restricting had been the lack of artillery support in the 
way of preplanned fire to cover known anti tank positions and a well 
defended zone, and to handle targets of opportunity beyond practical 
tank glll range. 1hree tank battalions had been sent on separate 
missions, with only one field artillery battalion to support the 
three. 

Combat Command B violated the principle of mass in splitting the 
three tank battalions and sending them on separate missions. With the 
mission of breaking the enemy main line of resistance, cutting his 
coomunications and preventi03 his escape, the use of a canbined force 
would have simplified planning and mademaxilln use of the striking 
force. 

1he rapid estimate of the situation by the battalion commander on 
the start of the first attack, and his quick decision to return to the 
line of departure saved many tanks for the later successful attack. 
Full use of experienced subordinate ccmnanders was a determining 
factor in planning for the successful attack. .And the full use of 
support contributed to the success of ~at proved to be a well 
coordinated action. 

So far as the equipnent goes, the tanks had been run many miles 
over a normal life. 1be M4 tanks which replaced the M3 's had for the 
most part been those used on maneuvers in the States by the Second 
Armored Division. 1horo1.1Jhly worn-out equipnent was kept in the line 
by the diligent_ efforts of the tank ere~. 1hat the M4 tank with the 
75mn glll was obsolete before it reached the fighti03 forces is a well 
knoW'l fact. 'Ihe tanks of the 2nd Battalion had no indirect firing 
equipnent, · except a quadrant, ~en they were received. 'Ihe tanks of 
the Third .Platoon were equipped with indirect firing equipment 
captured fran the Germans and Italians at Kasserine Pass. 'Ihe 
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superior armanent fire control instn.tnents of the enemy enabled 
them to r each far yorxl the effective range of the 75nm gm, arxl in 
the case of the third Platoon, to disable two tanks, one of Which was 
destroyEd. 

In sumnin;J up e action of the 'Ihird Platoon, it is imp:>rtant to 
remember that the atoon was part of a battalion tactical mit, and 
platoons were con rolled through their leaders by the company 
coomanders. Caref coordination aoo plannin:J took place before the 
action, but once th attack was lat11ched it was difficult to control 
the iooividual plat90ns. Platoons were controlled partly by rikHo by 
the platoon leaders, but perhaps roore by example. In a battle for 
survival between tanks arxl anti tank gll'lS, there is little time for 
radio conversation • . 

ANALYSIS 

A tank platoon in '1\.nisia catalogues the experiences of an armor 
platoon in an offensive role in the final days of the North African 
campaign. 

Wlile participating in a deliberate Battalion' attack the 3rd 
Platoon, Canpany D. 13th ArmorEd Regiment was given a battalion flank 
protection role. A costly mistake, that of permitting combat shirking 
prior to the attack by one experienced tank driver eventually was to 
cost the platoon leader 1/5 of his available stren;Jth. 'Ihe slow 
realization that an adequate fire support plan was mandatory cost the 
failure of the first battalion attack and then limited the 
exploitation of a secooo successful attack because the coomarxler had 
failed to plan subsequent artillery support. ~dnes and antitank guns 
were the main form of German resistance • 

. At the platoon level, the 3rd Platoon leader nearly lost his oW'l 
life arxl that of his crew 'Nhen in the heat of battle he forgot to 
issue proper fire coomands. t.se of hull defilade was not all that it 
could have been arxl inexperienced drivers aoo 'IC's were the cause of 
several tanks lost due to throWJ tracks. 
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CALCUlATED RISK: CCB, 7th AD, 18 IEC 1984 

While northern am eastern flanks had been heavily erg aged, the 
northeastern sector (A/87, A/38, and B/87) had been rather quiet. 'lhe 
only excitement there had been W'len Cll M8 armored car fran "E" 'l'roop 
destroyed a Tiger tank. 'Ihe armored car had been in a concealed 
JX>Si tion at right angles to nn alon;J a trail in front of the MLR. As 
it passed the armored car, the M8 slipped out of JX>Si tion and started 
up the trail behirn the Tiger, acceleratin;J in an attempt to close. 
At the same nanent the German 'lank Canmander saw the MS, and started 
traversillJ his gun . to bear on the armored car. It was a race between 
the Jmericans W"lo were attemptin;J to close so that their puny 37-mn 
would be effective in the Tiger's "Achilles heel" (its thin rear 
armor), and the Germans W"lo were desperately striving to bring their 
'88 to bear so as to blast these • fools" who cared to attempt to fight 
a 60-ton tank with their little "nnabout" and its "IX>P gun". 
Sud:lenly the M8 had closed to 25 yards, arxi quickly plltlped in 3 
rounds... the llltlberin;J 'l'iger stopped, shuddered; there was a muffled 
explosion, followed by flames which billowed out of the turret and 
engine p:>rts, after W"lich the armored car returned to its JX>Sition. -

~LYSIS 

'lhe "little guy• can get you, tool 
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CHAPTER 3 
KOREA 

S7l 

•wE SHALL LAND AT INCHON1 AND I SHALL CRUSH THEM," 

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR 

23 AUGUST 1950 





TANK ACTIOO AT CIOGJU 

Followin::J the capture of Pyorgyarg, the enemy's capital city, in 
O:::tober 1950, the left-flank ~nit of Eighth Army hurried rorth to 
fulfill the long-rarge mission of reachin::J the Yalu River arrl the em 
of the Wlr. 'lhe force WlS built aroll'ld the British 27 ConunontNealth 
Brigade \rohich, at the time, consiste:! of a battalion fran the R:>yal 
Australian legiment, a battalion fran the .Argyle and SJtherland 
Regiment, arrl a battalion fran the Middlesex Regiment. Since these 
infantry battalions tNere without supporting arms or services of their 
oWl, Eighth Army attache:! to the brigade u.s. artillery units, 
ergineers, and the 89th Medil.m 'lank Battalion. 'lhis combined force, 
ccmnarrled by Brig. B. A. Coa:3 of the British Army, was urrler the 
operational control of the lst cavalry Division, but w:>rked as a 
separate task force at a considerable distance fran, arrl without 
P"tysical contact with, that division or other frierxUy ~nits. 

Startin::J early on the mornirg of 22 Cbtober 1950, the task force 
resuned its a:3vance fran Pyongyang rorth. U;ually the infantr~en 
rode on the tanks or in trooks near the errl of the colllnll that 
stretched for bvo and a half to three miles. A platoon of tanks led. 
l'bthin::J unusual happene:! tntil near noon of the secorrl day, \rohen the 
task force engaged a large but disorganized enemy ~nit at the toW'l of 
Sukchon. There was ro trouble the third day as the column crosse:! the 
Chongchon River at Sinanju and Anju, but at Pakchon, to the rorth, the 
bridge across the 'laenyon::J River was destroyed, arrl there was a 
tw:>-day delay before the collmn headed tNest to\tlard O'lorgj u. N:>rth 
Koreans offere:! sane resistance to the river crossirg at Pakchon am, 
roore significant, there WlS a sudden stiffening of enemy activity. As 
a result, the brigade ccmnarrler conclUde:! that the days of "rolling" 
tNere over. W'len the advance began again at 0800 on 28 October it wss 
with greater caution. Lea:3 canpanies investigate:! all likely enemy 
positions instead of leaving them to the f.bllow-up l.llits, and the 
colum therefore move:! only fifteen miles durin::J the day. 

Iqain on the roorning of 29 October the task force resume:! its 
march westward. The day's objective was ChoJ'Y3ju. The Royal 
Australian battalion and <bnpany D, 89th Mediun 'lank Battalion, led 
the colllm. 'Ihe infantr~en disnounte:! frequently to screen suspected 
high groll'ld to the flanks, and the tank battalion's liaison plane 
patrolle:! the area well ahea:3 of the col1.1r11. The liaison pilot (Lt. 
James T. Dickson) stopped the colunn several times during the morning 
\rohile fighter planes made strikes against enemy tanks. About noon, 
as the head of the colunn neared the top of a high hill, Lieutenant 
Dickson sent a ra:3io message to the tankers warnirg them of enemy 
tanks dt.g in and camouflaged on each side of a narrow pass \there the 
roa:3 cut throt.gh a low hill. This position was at the top of the 
ridge ahead,- be~nd a narrow strip of paddy fields and about tw:> and a 
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half miles a\tay over a winding and narrow road. Proceeding slowly, 
the leading platoon of tanks went down to the bottom of the hill to 
the east edge of the valley. 'lhere Lieutenant Dickson drowed a 
message advising therrm to hold up temporarily because of the enemy 
tanks. 

After a delay of a few minutes, the tank battalion commander (Lt. 
Col. Welborn G. Dolvin) and the Australian infantry battalion 
canmander arrived at the head of the colunn. Wlile they were planning 
the next move, Lieutenant · Dickson spotted what he believed to be a 
camouflaged tank P'Si tion on the reverse slope of a low hill just 
beyond the next ridge ahead. '!be fighter planes were busy with 
another target, so he radioed the tankers to ask them to place 
indirect fire in the area. '!be platoon of tanks that was second in 
line, led by Lt. Francis G. N:>rdstran, opened fire fran its P'Si tion 
on top of the hill. N:>rdstrom did not expect to hit anything but, 
after firing about ten rooods, with Lieutenant Dickson adjusting the 
fire, snoke started to rise from the camouflaged position. It was 
heavy, black smoke such as that made by burning gasoline. Ueutenant 
Dickson called off the firing. 

Mean\tilile, the battalion canmanders had worked out their plan of 
attack. Since Lieutenant N:>rdstran liked the point position where he 
could open the action and control it, they decided to let his platoon 
lead the attack. N:> infantrymen would accompany, his tanks. '!be other 
two tank platoons, mounting infantrymen, would follow in colunn. 'Ibis 
force consisted of thirteen tanks and about two companies of infantry. 
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Nordstran' s platoon ~s to head at full speed fur the p:>int W"lere 
the roa1 went throu;h the narrow ptss-a distance of about t~ miles. 
1his seem8i to be the most imFOrtant grolJ'ld since there ~s no 
apptrent w:~y to byptss it. '!he next platoon of taoks, urrler Lt. 
Gerald L. Van ~r Ieest, ~uld fOllow at a 500-yard interval ll'ltil it 
cCille within approximately a thousarrl yards of the ptss, where the 
infantrymen ~uld dismount and move to seize the high ground 
ptrallelirg the roa1 on the right side. 1he third platoon of tanks, 
under Lt. Alonzo Cook, with a similar fOrce ~s to seize the high 
grourrl left of the roa1. After dischargirg the infantr}men, the tank 
platoon leaders were to maneuver to the left and right of the road and 
support the advance of their respective infantry units. 

1he attack started with Lieutenant N:>rdstran•s tank in the lead. 
Within a hundr8i yard of the road cut Nordstrom notic8i enemy soldiers 
hurriedly climbing the hill on the left of the road. It:! ordered his 
machin~unner to open fire on them. N:. about the scm~e time he 
SFOtted an enemy machine-gll'l crew moving its gll'l tow:~rd the piSS, and 
took these men urrler fire with the 76mn gll'l. 1he first shell stru:k 
the grolJ'ld next to the enemy crew, and the burst blew aw:~y some 
foliage that was cCIOOuflagirg an enemy tank d1.13 in on the approach 
side of the piSS on the right side of the road. As soon as the 
cCIOOuflage was disturbErl the enemy tank fir8i one rourrl. 'Ihe tracer 
ptssed between N:>rdstran • s head and the open hatch cover. In these 
circunstances he did not take time to give fire orders; he just called 
for armor-piercing shells and the gll'lller fired, hitting the front of 
the enemy tank fran a distance of less than a hurrlr8i yards. '!he 
gll'lner continued firiD;J armor-piercing shells and the third rolJ'ld 
causErl a great explosion. lmnuni tion arrl gasoline began to burn 
simultaneously. Black smoke drifted east and mrth across the high 
grourrl on the right side of the ptss, effectively screenirg that area. 
Lieutenant N:>rdstran ordered the corrmander of the last tank in his 
platoon colunn (Sgt. William J. lt'Drrison, Jr.) to fire into the snoke 
with both machine gms and cannon. N:. the same time other tank crew; 
observErl other North Koreans left of the ptss arrl direct8i their gll'ls 
against them. 

Lieutenant N:>rdstran did mt move on into the piSS itself because 
by this time it seemErl to him that the enemy w:>uld have at least one 
antitank gm zeroed in to fire there and could thus block the piSS. 
It:! remainErl where he was-about seventy yards fran the ptss with the 
other tanks lined up behind his. Fire on the enemy to the left of the 
road tore cCIOOuflage fran a secorrl enemy tank d1J3 in on the left of 
the piSS in a p:>si tion similar to that of the tank already destroyed. 
Nordstran• s gunner, firirg witoout orders, destroy8i this tank with 
the second rolJ'ld. 'D'lere ~s another violent explosion, \Oklich blew 
ptrt of the enemy tank's turret fifty feet into the air. 
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While this fire fight \'aS going on at the head of the colunn, the 
Australian infantrymen were attacking along the ridges on each side of 
the road. '!here \'aS considerable firing in both areas. Lieutenant 
Cook's tanks, on the left side of the road, had been able to follow 
the infantrymen onto the hill and provide close support. 

In the midst of the fighting at the head of the colunn, the guns 
in the t~ leading tanks jcmne1 because of faulty romds. At that 
time a shell cane in toward Nordstorm' s tank fran the left front. 
N:>rdstorm instructed his platoon sergeant (MSgt. Jasper w. lee) to 
fire in the general direction of the enany gm until he am the tank 
behind him oould clear their gms. 'Ihis w:;s done within a few 
minutes, am Nordstran, having the best field of fire, starte1 placing 
·armor-piercing romds at five-yard intervals along the top of the 
ridge to his left, firing on the only logical p:>sitions in that area, 
since he could see oo enemy vehicles. Fbllowing the sixth romd there 
was another flash am explosion that set fire to nearby bushes arxi 
trees. 

'lhe next enemy fire came a few minutes later-another romd from a 
self-propelled gm. It appeare1 to have cane fran the right-front. 
It cut across Lieutenant N:>rdstrom' s tank between the caliber .50 
machine gm am the radio antenna about a foot aove the turret, and 
then hit one of the tanks in Lieutenant Cook's platoon, seriously 
injuring four men. Because of the smoke it was imp:>ssible to pinp:>int 
the enemy, so N:>rdstorm oonmenced firing armor-piercing shells into 
the smoke, aiming along the top of the ridge on the right side of the 
road. 1:2 h::>ped that the enemy gmners w:>uld believe that their 

·· p:>sition had been detecte1, arxi move so that he could discover the 
movanent. .Another green tracer p3ssed his tank, this time a little 
farther to the right. Nordstran increasEd his oWl rate of fire aoo 
ordered three other tank crew; to fire into the same area. '!here \'aS 

oo further resp:>nse fran the enany gm aoo, to conserve cmnunition 
W'lich \'aS then running low, N:>rdstorm soon stopped firing. It \'aS 

soodenly quiet again expect along the ridgelines paralleling the road 
W"lere Alstralian infantrymen and the other t~ tank platoons \>.ere 
pressing their attack. N:> action was apparent to the direct front. 

At the rear of the colunn, Lieutenant Cook had gone to his damage1 
tank, climbed in aoo, sighting with a pencil along the bottan of the 
penetration, determined the approximate p:>si tion of the enemy gm. 1:2 
radioed this information to Nordstran, who resune1 firing with three 
tanks along the top of the ridge on the right side of the road. !gain 
he failed to hit anything. For lack of a better target he then 
decide1 to p.Jt a few rolllds through the snoke near the first enemy 
tank destroyed. 1:2 thought the t~ rouoos might p:>ssibly have cane 
from this tank even though the fire and ecplosions made this very 
improbable. 'Ihe third rouoo caused aoother explosion am gasoline 
fire. With this explosion most enemy action erxied and only the soood 
of occasional snall-anns fire ranained. 
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Shortly thereafter both Australian units reported their objectives 
secura3. Sine it was now late in the afternoon, the British carmaooer 
ordered the force to form a defensive position for the night. It \tBS 

a u-shap:rl perimeter with a platoon of tanks aro an infantry company 
along the ridgel ine on each side of the road, and Lieutenant 
Nordstorm' s tanks bet~en than guardi~ the road. 

When the smoke cleared fran the road cut there \tBS one self­
propellEd gun that had not been there when the action carmerx:a3. It 
appeared that it had been left to guard the west end of the road cut 
am its crew, becanirg impatient when oo tanks came through the pass, 
had moved it up beside the burning tank on the right side of the roacl, 
usi~ the smoke fran this and the other burn!~ tanks as a screen. 

At 2100 that night enemy infantr}llllen laLnched an attack that 
appeare:l to be aima3 at the destruction of the tanks. Lieutenant 
N:>rdstrorn' s lst Platoon tanks, which ....ere positioned near the road 
about a huoora3 yards east of the pass, ~re umer attack for an hour 
with so many N:>rth ~reans s:::attered through the area that the tankers 
turna3 on the headlights in order to locate the enemy. 'lhe ltnericans 
used grenades and pistols as ....ell as the tanks' machine gLns. 
Gradually the action stopped, and it was quiet for the rest of the 
night. W'len morning carne there ~re 25 to 30 bodies aroll'ld the 1st 
Platoon's tanks, some within a few feet of the vehicles. At 1000 the 
colunn got under \tBY again and reached OloD3ju that afternoon. 'D'lis 
was the objective, and here the task force broke up. 

ANALYSIS 

This narrative illustrates the emplo;rment of a tank battalion as 
part of a task force equal in size to a reinforce:] req imental canbat 
team. 'lhe task force successfully completed its exploitation mission 
by takirg its objective, Chon:Jju. 

'Ihe action on 29 O:tober brings out several techniques. 'lhe pilot 
of the liaison plane did more than see aro tell. He also thotght am 
acted. 'lhe task force's tanks gained a great advantage throtgh 
reconnaissance by canbini~ fire with aggressive action. In almost 
every instance the tanks located the enemy by observing the results of 
their friendly fire, rather than by waiting for the enemy to give away 
his location by drawing his fire. 

'Ihe aggressive double envelopnent against the enemy positioned 
arourrl the defile near ChoD3jU brotght to bear a large part of the 
task force streD3th. Almost simultaneously the enemy was hit from 
three different directions. '!his action staoos out against the 
background of other regimental attacks in ~rea \\herein only a few 
iooividuals have la3 the assault. Daplo}llllent for an attack takes time 
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am ooordination, and frequently it is too hurried to be ~11 
accanplishsi. lbratil.B held the bridge because his attackers could 
not deploy to hit him fran all sides. 

1he l.Be of the tanks to place indirect fire on an area target is 
very questionable-if artillery support is available. 'Ihe target as 
described seems a more logical one for artillery. A good guide to 
follow in this or similar situations is this: Other thirgs beirg 
equal, use supporting fire fran the ~ap:>n most easily resupplied with 
anm llli tim • 

N:> reason is given to ~coll\t for the halt of the task force on 
the night of 29 Q::tober. Men tire am machines exhaust fuel, but a 
pursuit ml.Bt be ~;ressed night and day. 'Ihe enemy ml.Bt be denied all 
chances to rally, reconstitute his lines, or recover his balance. 
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TASK FacE CQtlBREZ . 

Wlile the 23d Regimental Catt>at Teem, surrouooed by Olinese 
Camunists at Olipyo~-ni, braced itself for the secooo night of the 
siege, a regiment of the 1st cavalry Division set out on a sort of 
rescue mission: to drive throtgh enemy lines, join the encircled \Jlit 
and give it all possible assistance. Specifically, it was to open the 
road for supply vehicles aoo anbulances. 

01 14 February 1951, the 5th cavalry Regiment was in corps reserve 
lo1oben the COIIIIlanding general of u.s. IX Corps (Maj .Gen. Bryant E. 
l'kx>re) alerte1 it for possible action. It was midafternoon W1en he 
first tele(iloned the regimental conmander (Col. Marcel G. Crombez) 
warnin:J him to make plans for an attack alon:J the rocrl runnin:J from 
Yoju to ~ksu-ri and then oortheast into Olipyong-ni--a rocrl distance 
of fifteen miles. Another force, attackin:J aloll:J the better and more 
direct road to Olipyong-ni, had been \Jlable to make fast enot.gh 
progress because of heavily entrenched enemy forces aloll:J its route. 

Emmediately relaying the ~rning order to subordinate \Jlits, 
Colonel Cranbez organized a task force. 

In crldition to the three organic infantry battalions of the 5th 
Cavalry, he incllrled a medical canpany, a canpany of canbat ergineers, 
t\otiO battalions of field artillery of W'lich one ~s equipped with 
sel !-propelled howitzers, t\otiO platoons of medi Lm tanks, aoo an 
attached compmy of mediLm tanks. 'Dle last named-Company D, 6th 'lank 
Battalion-was not a part of the 1st cavalry Division, but happened to 
~ located closer than any other available tank compmy. General 
l'kx>re attached Canpany D to 5th cavalry and ordered it to get under 
way within minutes to join that \Jli t. a:rnpany D 'liaS on the road 
twenty-eight minutes later. At 1700 that afternoon, the corps 
commander again called. 

"You'll have to move out tonight," he told Colonel Crombez, "and I 
krx>w ~u'll do it." 
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In the darkness, trucks and vehicles formed a ool\.mn along the 
narrow, rutted roid, snow coverai ard patched with ice. ~irg under 
blackout conditions and in enemy territory, all 1.11its except the t~ 
artillery battalions crossai the Han River ard advancai approximately 
half of the distance to Olipyong-ni. About midnight the regimental 
coll.rm hal tai at a destroyed bridge wre ll'li ts formed defensive 
perimeters While combat engineers rebuilt the structure. 

At daylight on 15 February, the 1st Battalion jllllped off 
again-this time on mot. Its mission wss to seize a terrain feature 
on the right W'lich daninatai the rom for several miles to the north. 
Wlen the battalion wss engaged after moving a hund red or t~ ruoored 
yards, Colonel Cranbez sent the 2d Battalion to atttack north on the 
left side of the road. Within an mur or t~ a full-scale regimental 
attack wss in progress. T\1D artillery battalions supported the 
action, lifting their fire only for air strikes. Olinese resistance 
was finn. Cbservers in airplanes reported large enany forces north of 
the attacking battalions. 

'lbe advance lagged througmut the morning. Sensing that the enemy 
offerai too much opposition for the infantry battalions to be able to 
reach Olipyong-ni by evening, Cblonel Crombez decided that only an 
armored task force ~uld be able to penetrate the enemy-held 
terri tory. With corps and division headquarters pressing for 
progress, Colonel Crombez separated the tanks--a total of 
twenty-three-fran his regimental coll.mn, and organized an armored 
task force. 1he tanks cane fran Canpsny D, 6th Tank Battallion, ard 
Company A, 70th 'D!nk Battalion. He also ordered a compmy of 
infantr~ to accanpany the tanks in order to protect than fran 
fanatic enemy troops Who might attempt to knock out the tanks at close 
range. 'Ibis task fell to Canpany L, 5th cavalry Regiment. In 
addition, four combat engineer soldiers ware ordered to . go along to 
lift any antitank mines that might be discoverai. 1he en:Jineers and 
the infantrymen \ere to ride on top of the tanks. 

While the tanks maneuvered into position, Colonel Crombez 
reconnoitered the. road to OliFfong-ni by helicopter. It wss a 
secondary roid even by Korean standards; narrow, with mol.l'ltain slopes 
on the left side and flat rice psddies on the right, except at a deep 
roadcut a mile south of Olipyong-ni W'lere, for a short distance, steep 
cliffs walled both sides of the road. 

MeanWhile, the Company L conmander (capt. John c. Barrett) and the 
carmander of Canpany D, 6th Tank Battalion (capt. Johnnie M. Hiers) , 
w:>rked out the plans at compmy level. 'Dle t~ officers agreed that 
W'len the tanks stopped, the troopers w:>uld dismoll'lt, deploy on both 
sides of the road , and FCotect the tanks and the q ineers Who might 
be liftirg mines. \then the tank collllll was reidy to proceed, captain 
Hiers w:>uld inform the tankers by radio; the tankers, in turn, w:>uld 
signal the troopers to rEillOI.Ilt • 



'lbe M46 tanks of the 6th 'Dink Battalion \ere placed to lead the . 
70th Tank Battalion's M4A3 tanks because the M46s molllted 90nm guns, 
could turn completely arolnd in place (an important consideration in 
the mollltainolll terrain traverse:i by a sirgle am narrow road} , and 
had better armor I%Otection than the M4A3 tanks, \tilich molllted only 
76nm glllS. 

Original plans called for a separate colunn of supply trucks and 
ambulances to follow the tanks. Colonel. Cranbez, oowever, dolbte:i if 
such a colunn could get throtr;h. He decided to I%OCeed with only the 
armored vehicles. N\en the road was clear am suitable for W'leeled 
traffic, he would radio instructions to the SJpply vehicles and 
ambulances. By radio he informe:i the ccmnandirg officer of the 23d 
ICI' that he w:.s coming, but without the supply trains. 

"Came on,• the commamer of the encircle:i force answered; "trains 
or no trains.• 

Just before the task force left, the commander of the 3d 
Battalioo, 5th Cavalry (Lt.Col. Fdgar J. Treacy, Jr.} arrarge:i for a 
2 l/2-ton truck to follow the rear of the tank colunn and pick up any 
wow'Kie:i men fran Canpany L. 'Ibe Canpany L cannamer (captain Barrett} 
issued instructions that any troopers \tho became separated fran the 
tank collll'l'l were to make their way back to friendly lines if possible, 
or wsit near the road, utilizing the best available defensive 
positions, lilt il . the tanks returne:i fran Oli pyong-ni later in the day. 

About 1500 Captain Barrett mol.llted his company on the tanks in the 
center of the collltll; leavirg four tanks at each em of the colunn 
bare. 'D'le four engineer S>ldiers rode on the second tank in the 
collltll·. '!bus, 15 tanks carried 160 Canpany L infantr}tllen. 'Ihe 
infantry platoon leaders selected one man on each tank to fire the 
caliber .so machine glll mol.llte:i on its deck. captain Barrett rode on 
the sixth tank in line, along with ten enlisted men and Cblonel Treacy 
who, at the last minute, dec ide:i to accanpany the task force. 

Planes strafed and bombed enemy positions along the route of march 
before the armore:i col\.111'\ took off. '1he tW> infantry battalions 
maintained stroD3 IX'essure to keep the Olinese occupied and to !%event 
than fran drawin:J off any strergth to throw against the task force. 
With Cblonel Crombez ridiD3 in the flfth tank, the mile-long collll\n 
got W'Kier way at 1545 on 15 February. Uaison planes circled 
overhead, maintaining contact with the advancing tanks. 

'lhe task force, with fifty-yam intervals between tanks, proceeded 
aboUt two miles-until the lead tank aplX'oached the ·village of 
It>ksu-ri. All of a si.X!den, enany ll'C)rtar shells began explodirg near 
the tanks, and enemy riflanen and machine glllners opened fire on the 
troopers expose:i on the decks. Just then the lead tank stopped at a 
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bridge bypass on the a>uth edge of ~ksu-ri, and the entire col linn 
cane to a halt. 'Ihe tankers turnEd their guns toward Olinese whan 
they could see clearly on nearby hills and opened fire with their 
machine guns am cannons. Several troopers, w:>umed by the first 
burst of enemy fire, fell or were knocked fran the tanks. a:hers left 
the tanks, not so mu:h to protect them as to take cover themselves. 
Colonel Crombez directed the tank fire. 

"We're killirg hum reds of them!" he shouted over the intert ank 
camnnications. 

After a feW minUteS, however 1 feeling that the SUcCeSS Of the taSk 
force depemed upon the ability of the tanks to keep movirg, Colonel 
Cranbez directed them to oontinue. 

Without \tarning, the tanks roved fbrwsrd. 'Ihe troopers raced 
after the movirg tanks but, in the scranble, thirty or more men, 
including M officers of Qxnpany L, were left behind. 'Ihe truck 
followirg the tanks picked up three w:>umed men wm had been left 
lying near the road. 'lhis truck, ho\IIIBVer, wss drawing a> mu:::h enemy 
fire that other w:>umed men preferred to stay \\here they were. After 
both officers in the group were w:>Lilded by mortar fire, MSgt. Uo}tl L. 
Jones organizEd the stramed men arrl led them back toward their own 
lines. 

'lbere \tBS another halt just after the coltJnn p!ssed throt.gh 
~ksU-ri 1 am again the infantr~en deployed. J\gainSt the intenSe 
enemy fire the tankers and infantr~en fired furiously to hold the 
enemy soldiers at sane distance. For the secorrl time, the tanks began 
moving without notifying the infantr~en, and ~ain many <l>mp:my L men 
were unable to remount. Sane troopers were deployed 50 or 75 yards 
from the road and the tanks were going .too fast to remolllt by the time 
the men got back to the road. Less than seventy men were left on the 
tanks \tilen '!ask Fbrce Crombez roved out after the secooo halt. 
Another large group of men was left to seek cover or to attempt to 
rejoin frieooly lllits south of ~ksu-ri. Several men fran this group, 
includirg the catll\amer of the 3d Battalion (Colonel Treacy} are known 
to have become IX isoners of the Olinese • 

Captain Barrett was lllable to remount the tank upon \\hich he had 
been riding, but he did manage to climb on the fifth or sixth tank 
benim it. 

rur ing the next three or three and a half miles there were several 
brief halts am allOOst continoous enemy fire directed against the 
coltJnn \tilether it WiS halted or moving. Several times, in the face of 
heavy enemy fire, tank coomaooers inquired if they should slow doW'l or 
stop lorg enot.gh to shell Clld silence the Olinese gllls. Al.thot.gh 
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enemy fire W~S causing many casualties among the tr · pers W'lo remained 
en the tanks, Colonel Cranbez, speakirg in a calm m cool voice over 
the radio net~rk, each time directed the colll'lm to continue forW~rd. 

Task Force Cranbez, in tum, maintainED a oll.l'llne of rifle, 
machinegl.l'l, and camon fire that, throughout th~ six-mile attack, 
could be heard by members of the infantry battalio still in position 
at the task force p:lint of departure. M.lch of thi fire wss directed 
only against the borderirg hills, but there were al definite targets 
at W'lich to aim-enemy machine gl.l'ls, bazooka te s, and individUill 
01inese carryirg pole or satchel charges. EN~ though it wss 
difficult to aim fran moving tanks, the remaining troopers kept 
firing--at Chinese soldiers who several times were within fifty yards 
of the road. <l'l one occasion captain Barrett shot and killed three 
enany soldiers who, trottirg across a rice field toward the tanks, 
were carrying a bangalore torpedo. 

Because of the intense enemy fire on the road, Colonel Crombez 
decided that \toheelED traffic ~uld be Lllable to get through. Wlen he 
had gone about t~ thirds of the W~Y to Olipyong-ni, he radioed back 
instructions to hold up the supply trucks arrl ani>ulances am await 
further orders. I 

'Ihe Chinese ma:ie an all-out effort to halt '!ask Perce Crombez \\hen 
I ' the leadirg tanks entered the deep roadcut south o~ Olipyong-m. For 

a distance of about 150 yards the road passed between steep 
embanlanents that were between 30 and 50 feet high. 1 Arrl on each side 
of the road at that p:>int were dominating hills, the one on the right 
(east) side of the roaj beirg Hill 397 fran \tohich the Olinese had 
lall'lched several of their attacks against the Olipyong-ni perimeter. 
'Ihere was a st.r:iden flare-up of enany fire as the p:>int tank (comnanded 
by U:. lawrence L. ~Schweini tz) approached the cut. t-t>rtar roll'lds 
explodED on arrl near the road. SFC Janes Maxwell (in the secom tank) 
sp:>tted a1d enemy soldier carrying bazooka along the top of the 
embankment at the roadcut. 12 imnediately radioed a warniJl:l to 
Lieutenant ~Schweinitz, but before he got the call through a bazooka 
rourrl struck the p:>int tank, hittirg the top of the turret and 
~ll'lding ~S:::hweini tz, the gll'lner (Cpl. D:mald P. larrell) , · and the 
loader (Pvt. Joseph Galard). The tank continued but without 
commll'lication since the explosion also destroyed its radio. 

'1he four manbers of the engineer mine-detector teen rode on the 
next tank line (Sergeant Maxwell's). 'Ihey cllng to the tank as it 
entered the zone of intense enany fire. 1n antitank rocket or p:>le 
charge exploded on each side of Maxwell's tank as it entered the piSS 
arrl one of the engineers was shot fran the deck, but the vehicle 
continued, as did the next tank in the oolunn. 
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captain Hiers (tank compmy comnander) rode in the fourth tank 
that enterErl the rocrl cut. Strikirg the turret, a bazooka roum 
penetrated the armor and exploded the crnmmi tion in the ready racks 
inside. 'Ihe tank startErl to bum. '1he men in the fightin;J 
canpartment, inclooin;J captain Hiers, were killed. Al.thot.gh severly 
burned, the driver of the tank (Cpl. John A. caltnun) gunnErl the 
en;Jine and drove throt.gh the cut and off the road, thus permitting the 
remairrler of the colum to advance. It was later learnErl that this 
tank \laS destro~ by an ltnerican 3. 5-inch bazooka W'lich had fallen 
in to enemy haros • 

With the enemy located at the top of the cliffs direct! y 
overlookirg the task force colum arrl throwirg satchel charges and 
firing rockets doW'l at the tanks, close team\t.Ork anong the tankers 
beccne particularly necessary for mutual protection. As each of the 
remainin;J tanks ramnErl throt.gh the cut, crew; fran the tanks that 
followErl an:i toose alrecrly beyon:i the darger area firErl a heavy blast 
at the embankments on both sides of the road. 'Ihis cut doW'l enemy 
activity durirg the minute or less require1 for each tank to nn the 
cut. 'Ihe enemy fire did, however, thin out the infantr~en rid in;J on 
the tanks an:i, at the tail of the task force, flattene1 a tire on the 
2 l/2-ton truck that had been gathering up the \IOll'lded infantr~an W'lo 
h~ either fallen or been knocke1 fran the tanks. 'lhe driver h~ been 
hit near ~ksu-ri as he \laS p.1tting a \IOll'lded infantr~an on the 
tnx::k. Another "-0Un:ie1 man (SFC George A. Krizan) drove after that 
and, al thot.gh he \laS w:>lllded a second time, continued driving mtil 
the truck was disablErl at the roadcut. A few of the w:>unded men 
managed to get to one of the last tanks in the collJlln, W'lich carried 
than on into Olipyong-ni. 'Ihe others, surrounded by the enemy, becane 
missing in action. 

Meam..tlile, within the p:!rimeter of the 23d OCT at Olipyong-ni, the 
2d Battalioo was fightirg off stlbbom an:i persistent enemy attempts 
to overrun the sector shared by Compmy G, 23d Infantry, and Battery 
A, 503d Field Artillery Battalion, oo the south rim of the perimeter. 
Late in the afternoon of 15 February, after twenty hours of 
ll1interruptErl fightirg, the battalion carmarrler managErl to sen:i four 
tanks a short distance doW'l the road leading s:>uth beyond the 
regimental defense perimeter· with the mission of gettirg behin:i the 
Olinese and firin;J into their exp:>sed flank and rear. 'len or fifteen 
minutes of firirg by the fotr tanks appearErl to have soodenly 
disrupted the Olinese organization. Ehemy soldiers began running. 

Just at that manent, tanks of Task Force Cranbez appearErl fran the 
· south. Sergeant Maxwell, in the second tank, saw the four tanks on 
the roa:l ahea:l arrl was just about to open fire W'len he recogni zErl them 
as friendly. 'Ihe leading tanks stopped • Fbr about a minute everyone 
waited, then Sergeant Maxwell disrootnte:i arrl walked forwarded to make 
contact with the 23d Infantry's tanks. te asked them to withdraw and 
allow Task Force Cranbez to get through. 
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By this time the Olinese ....ere in the {:Cocess of abandoning their 
p:>sitions south of Cllipyong-ni arrl many tNere attanptin:J to escape. 
Enemy opp:>si tion dwirxiled. With enemy soldiers moving in the open, 
targets tNere plentiful for a short time and Colonel Crambez halted his 
force long enot.gh to take the Olinese mder fire. 

At 1700 Task Force Cranbez entered the Cllipyong-ni perimeter. It 
had required an oour and fifteen minutes for the tanks to break 
throt.gh a little more than six miles of enemy terri tory. Even too ugh 
there ....ere neither supply trucks oor crnbulances with the colunn, and 
although the task force itself was low on ammunition, infantr~en tNere 
cheered by the sight of reinforcements. 

Of 160 Canpany L infantr~en plus the 4 eD;Jineers woo hc:d started 
out ridiD;J the tank decks, only 23 remained. Cf these, 13 were 
woln3ed, of whom 1 died of woln3s that eveniD;J. Sane members of that 
canpsny already had returned to join the remainder of the 3d Battalion 
near the point of depature 1 a few woln3ed men lay scattered aloD;J the 
road between ~ksu-ri and Olipyong-ni. W'lile crossing the six miles 
of drab an:i barren country between those two villages, Canpany L lost 
about 70 men--nearly half of its streD;Jth. 'IW'elve men were dead, 19 
were missiD;J in action, an:i about 40 were w:>ln3ed. 

With only half of daylight remaining, Colonel Crombez had to 
choose between returniD;J at once to his regiment, or sperrlin:J the 
night at Olipyong-ni. hly enemy opp:>si tion encountered on a return 
trip that evenin:J would probably delay into darkness the contact with 
frierxily forces, and mprotected tanks operating in the darkness, he 
reasoned, cbuld be anbushed easily by enemy groups. 

Ql the other hand, the 23d RCT was dangerously low on 
small-caliber cmnunition, airdrops that day havin:J contained only 
artillery shells. Task Force Crombez had fired most of its 
cmnunition durin:J the action. Officers inside the perimeter worrlered 
if there ....ere enot.gh small-arms anmmition to beat off another Olinese 
attack. 

'!here was another reason for returning. Seriously wounded 
infantrymen within the perimeter urgently needed to be evacuated. It 
was also {:Cobable that men fran Company L who had been w:>unded or 
stranded durin:J the attack by Task Force Cranbez tNere waitin:J near the 
road, according to their instructions, hoping to be picked up again as 
the tanks made the return trip. lbwever, tNeighin:J the tw:> risks, 
Colonel Crombez chose to stay. 1-e arra03ed to station his tanks 
arouro the perimeter to strergthen the defense, but ·oo attack cCIIle. 
EXcept for a few flares that appeared over enemy territory, the .night 
passed quietly. 'Ibward mornin:J it began to soow. 
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At 0900, 16 February, the s::heduled time for return to the 
regiment, Colonel Cranbez informed his assembled force that the return 
trip w:>uld be p::>stponed because the snow, redu::in:J visibility at times 
to less than a hi.Jl)jred yards, prevented air cover. It \laS 1100 before 
the \leather cleared and the task force W!S reassembled. '!his time 
Colonel Cranbez stated that only vollnteers fran the infantr:ymen aoo 
the engineer mine-detectin:J crew w:>uld ride on the tanks. t-bne 
vollnteered. Insteai, an artillery liaison plane hovered over the 
collmn as it moved ~uth. 'ttle observer in the plane had instructions 
to adjust proximity-fuzed shells directly on the colunn if the enemy 
attempted to destroy any of the tanks. 0'1 the return trip oot a 
sin;Jle enemy \laS seen, nor a shot fired. 

Inrnediately upon his return Cblonel Crombez ordered the assembled 
supply train to proceed to Chipyong-ni. Escorted by tanks, 
twenty-eight 2 1/2-ton trucks aoo nineteen Clllbulances p.~lled out in 
the middle of the afterooon. For his part, Captain Barrett (the 
Company L colllllc100er), havin;J returned with the task force because he 
wanted to fim out W'lat hai happened to the rest of his canpany, set 
out in a jeep to retrace the route and search for w:nnded men W1o 
might still be lyin:J at Olipyon;J-ni. 'lbe ati>ulances am seven 
2 1/2-ton tru::ks, all loaded with w:>t.nded men fran the 23d Regimental 
Canbat Team, left Olipyong-ni that evenin;J. 

~LYSIS 

The few details in the narrative concernin:J the situation before 
the departure of Task Force Cranbez do not permit soum criticism. 
It> \ever, it does appear that either the enemy \laS ll'lderestimated or 
frieooly capabilities for attackirg \Vere overestimated. It hardly 
seems likely that foot soldiers fighting a determined enemy in the 
rotr;Jh terrain of Korea could be expected to advance fifteen miles to 
Olipyon;J-ni in one day. 

Simplicity is a virtue applied to military operations. It means 
that units am iooividuals have but a limited ntrnber of clearly 
defined moves to make or jobs to do. It is oot confined to brevity in 
orders; sanetimes the simplest maneuver is simple only W'len detailed 
orders are issued to all t:articipants. Simplicity of execution 
usually resultS fran canprehensive am careful plannin:J, \llihich is 
frequently time-conSl.lllin:J and not simple. El.lt the complexities of 
plannin;J are relatively unimportant. It is for simplicity of 
execution that C0111Darxlers must strive. 'lhe mission assigned '.task 
Force Cranbez was simple to state but difficult to execute. '.task 
Force Combrez accomplished its mission but it pdd an extremely high 
price. 'lhe cost can be attributed to inaiequate plannirg aoo 
slbsequent lack of coordination. 
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Plans must be based on intelligence of the enemy, an evaluation of 
the terrain, am a krowledge of one's oWl capabilities. Hindsight 
clearly indicates that in this instance rot one a>ldier should have 
ridden on top of the tanks. Friendly artillery am the tanks with 
their own machine gW'ls could have provided adequate close-in 
protectioo for the annored colllll'l. tC en;ineers were necessary to 
remove mines. 

Coordination is neither accidental ror automatic. It comes with 
trainin;' experience, am plannin;. Wlen trained am experienced 
troops fail to ooorinate their efforts, the failure ml.L'3t be attributed 
to a lack of plannin;. Canplete lack of artillery support contributed 
to the difficulties of 'lask R>rce Crombez. ():)ordination between the 
artillery ccmnanders supportirg the 5th Cavalry am the 23d Infantry 
could have {rovided artillery support over the entire distance--fran 
the P>int of departure to Olipyong-ni. 1he absence of coordination 
bet'Neen the tanks and their riders is outstanding. Qxrunll'lication 
failures on tw:> different occasions further point up deficiencies in 
planning and ooordination. 
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TANK SUPPORT 

Members of Canpany A, 89th Ma:Hun Tank Battalion, crawle::l out of 
their sleeping bags at 0330 on 7 March 1951. Breakfast vas s::heduled 
at 0345, the attack at 0615. 

It ¥BS snowing. 'lhe heavy ~t flakes, \lhich mel ted soon after 
they fell, made the grourrl ~t arrl slippery. 'Ihrot.gh the darkness arrl 
the usual early morning fog, the drivers ~nt off to start the engines 
of their tanks so that they \I.Ould warm up durirg breakfast. 

Bivouacked in the half-destroyed village of KWirin-ni, Compmy A 
was reedy to move as soon as the men finished breakfast arrl rolle::l up 
their sleeping bags. 'lhe comp:my' s 15 tanks and 1 tank recovery 
vehicle were disperse::l amor13 the buildirg of the village, carefully 
located so that each \I.OUld occupy its designated InSi tion in the 
colum \~hen it move::l onto the rocrl. '!he vehicles ~re already loaded 
with c:mmnition, carrying, in addition to the regular load of 71 
rourrls, 54 rourrls that each crew hcrl stacke::l on the rear deck of its 
tank. Fastened to the eight tanks that were to be at the head of the 
column ~re trailers, each carryirg nested twelve-man assualt boats. 

Company A's mission for 7 March 1951 was to support the 35th Infantry 
(25th Infantry Division) in its assualt crossirg of the Han River. 
For the operation the tank cornpmy vas attached to the infantry 
regiment, arrl further detailed to supp:>rt the 3d Battalion. Orders 
for the crossing, originating at Eighth kmy, reached the 35th 
Infantry on 2 March. Regimental arrl battalion officers hcrl begun at 
once to plan for the crossing and to train toops in the use of assault 
boats. Carmarrlers, flyirg in liaison planes above the river, had 
searched for InSsible crossing sites. '!he Intelligence and 
Reconnaissance Platoon patrolled the south bank of the river to get 
specific information. 

Sirx::e the engineers had estimated that the Han River \I.Ould be 7 to 
9 feet deep at the time of the crossirg, division arrl reg irnental 
orders incllrled m plan to get tanks across the river during the 
assault phase. There was a plan, however, to construct a 
fifty-ton-capacity floating bridge, W"lich the engineers anticipated 
\I.Ould be in use by early evenirg of the first day of the assault. 
After delivering fire across the river in support of the infantry 
crossirg, the tanks were to continue direct fire supp:>rt of the grourrl 
movement until they cross on the bridge. 

'As the plannirg progressed, Lt.Col. Welborn G. D:>lvin (comnarrler 
of the 89th 'lank Battalion) a:msidered the InSSibility of getting 
tanks across the river in time to give close arrl effective support 
while the infantrymen were expanding their bridgehead. After 
reconnoiterirg the river bank arrl arrl rnakirg several flights over the 
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area, Cblonel Il:)lvin S1.199ested this possibility to the comnarxier of 
Canpany A (capt. Herbert A. Brannon). He did not order captain 
Brannon to attempt the crossing but only suggested that he fully 
investigate the possibilities, arrl that the advantages of givin;, tank 
support W'len the infantr~en most needed it W!lrranted the risk 
involva1. 

"It's worth a gamble.• Dolvin said. 

captain Brannoo went to the ergineers for more information about 
the depth of the wster arxi the coooition of the river bottan. 
U'lfortunately, there was scant information on either, since the 
Chinese kept the river effectively covered with machine-gm fire both 
day am night. captain Brannoo studied aerial pl'lotographs of the 
crossing site and decided to gamble one tank on the crossing. 

On 4 March Brannon moved his tank company into a forward assembly 
area at ~i rin-ni about t~ miles fran the J;ropose crossing site. 
'Ihat evenirg he called his platoon leaders to his mt.rl hut am told 
them he inteooed to attempt to ford the river. His plan was to seoo 
one tank, to win;, a cable fran the winch of the tank recovery vehicle, 
across the river. If the wster };rove to be too deep and the tank 
swanped out, the recovery vehicle m the south bank could pull it 
back. If the tank made it to the north bank, the others w:>uld fOllow 
the sane route. 'lhe leader of the 3d Platoon (Lt. 'lhanas J. Allie) 
volmteered to take the first tank into the wster. 

'Ibe next mornin;, captain Brannon made a reconnaissance of the 
south bank of the Han. Hills and anbankments on the right .and in the 
central part of the regimental zone fell abruptly to the river. Q'lly 
on the left, in the 3d Battalion• s secwr, were. the banks gentle 
enou:~h to permit a crossin;,. 'Ibis area, at the point where the PUkhan 
River joins the Han, wss of necessity the crossing site for all 
assualt ooits of the 35th Infantry. About a thousarrl yards upstream 
fran the confluence of the rivers, there wss a snall, flat islam 
dividin;, the Han into tw:> channels, the near about 250 feet wide aoo 
the far about 200. 

captain Bl'annon wslked along the river bank mtil he wss opposite 
the islarrl or sam. bar. Aerial pl'lotographs imicated he w:>uld fioo 
the roost J;ranising route at the W!St em of this islam. After 
choosin;, a route for the tank crossirg, he selected positions fran 
\olhich all three platoons could best support the crossing of the 
infantr~en. 

Since all movement to the river bank on 7 March woald be hidden by 
darkness, tank platoon leaders, accompanied by Captain Brannon, made 
their OWl reconnaissance on 6 March, locating the routes and the 
positions they w:>uld occupy. 
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Engineers, responsible .fur furnishing and manning the assault 
boats, aska:l Captain Brannon to haul these craft to the river bank. 
1here \tere t\IK> reasons for this: the engineers feared their trocks 
w:>uld get stock in the loose sam near the river, am the regiment w:ts 
anxious to have as few vehicles as p:>ssible on the roads leading to 
the crossirg site on the mornirg of the assault. Each trailer carried 
five assault boats. Eh:]ineers \tere to ride on the trailers to the 
crossirg site, 1.11hook than, am then ranain until the infantrymen 
arrived to p.1t the boats into the w:tter. After dropping the trailers, 
the tanks w:>uld proceEd to their selectEd p:>sitions am prepare to 
fire. 'nle schedule called for the tanks to fire a twenty-minute 
preparation beginnirg at 0555. At 0615 infantrymen of the 3d 
Battalion, 35th Infantry, w:>uld p.15h the assault boats into the w:tter 
and row toward the hostile north bank of the river. 

OJietly, early on the n-orning of 7 March, O:xnpmy A tankers 
finished breakfast, rolled up their sleepirg bags, am then moved the 
tanks onto the road. Wlen captain Brannon ordered the coll.lnn .furwsrd 
at 0430, it h«3 stopped snowi~. 'lbe tanks moved slowly; the tank 
canmanders did rot wsnt to make \JUlecessary ooise by racing the 
ergines, am it was too dark at the time for the driver to see more 
than the outline of the road • 

Exactly as planned , the tank col1.1nn rroceeded to the river bank, 
stoppEd only lorg enot..gh for the ergineers to uncouple the trailers, 
then continued by platoons to firing p:>si tions. It w:ts about 0545. 
Fran across the river cane the soum of occasional shell bursts. '!he 
preparation fire w:ts not scheduled mtil twenty minutes before 
juni>-Off. At 0555 four battalions of 105mn oowitzers, a battalion of 
155mn oowitzers, and a regiment of British g1.11s conmenced firiBJ on 
previously designated targets. Captain Brannon's tank openEd direct 
fire against targets on the oorth bank of the Han. Fbr this fire, the 
cre~~B usa:l the amnlllition loadEd m the rear decks of the tanks, 
keeping the regular load of ammunition for use if they could 
successfully ford the river. 

It \IBS still s:> dark that the tankers could see only the hazy 
outline of hills across the river. At 0615, on schEdule, infantrymen 
p.15hed assault boats into the w:tter, and the assault w:tve, still 
partly hidden fran the enany by the dim half-light of early morning, 
started a=ross the river. 'nle infantrymen crossed several hundred 
yards below the sam bar, followirg a different route than that the 
tankers expected to take. 
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The crossing };X'ogressed on schedule al thou:Jh enemy machine- gll'l 
fire pmchoo small holes in several of the boats, "-Uw'rlirg sane of the 
occupants. Chce across the river, the assault comp:mies came ll1der 
concentratoo small-arms fire soon after leavirg the gentle rise on the 
north river bank. M:. the same time, enemy artillery fire began 
fallirg on the south bank. Besides interferirg with activities on 
that side of the river, the fire destroyed sections of a foot bridge 
then w'rler constructioo. 

Lt .Col. James H. lee (infantry battalion corrmander) and G:lptain 
Brannon watchoo the river-crossing operation from the battalion's 
observation }l)St. M:. 0740, \~hen he received w:>rd that all assault 
units of his battalioo were across, Colonel Lee, who was skeptical of 
the success of the crossing, told captain Brannon that the north bank 
was secure. "You can try crossing if you wish." 

captain Brannon called Lieutenant Allie, W'lo had offered to take 
the first tank into the water. 

Already within two humred yards of the river, the t"-U vehicles 
movoo to the edge of the water arrl stopped to connect the winch cable 
from the recovery vehicle to Lieutenant Allie's tank. Pbout 0800 
Allie's tank went into the water, heading toward the west (doW'lstream) 
em of the samy islam near the middle of the river. Lieutenant 
Allie stood erect in the open hatch, calling out instructions to the 
driver aver the tank intercommlJ'lication system. 'Ihe water vas only 
about three feet deep, arrl since the Sherman tank was designoo to ford 
water to that depth, there was no difficulty except that the speed of 
the tank, limited by the speoo at W'lich the rootor-driven winch on the 
recovery vehicle could IBY out the cable, was slow. After the tank 
had gone tW) thirds of the distance to the islam, the winch su:idenly 
cau:Jht. 'Ihe rooving tank dragged the other . vehicle for several feet, 
arrl then the cable broke, pulling apart at the coupling fastene:l to 
Lieutenant Allie' s tank. Ral ieved to fim the tank able to move 
freely, the tank driver (Sgt. Guillory Johnson) increasoo his speed. 
Within a few minutes after leaving the s:>uth bank, the tank reached 
the lower errl of the sam bar • 

Ckiginally, Lieutenant 'Allie had planned to proceed straight 
across, but once oo the islam, he could see at its east em what 
appeared to be footings for an old bridge. crossing to the .up-river 
errl of the islam. Lieutenant Allie turned into the water again. 'Ihe 
tank diwed steeply into water that momentarily covered the hatches 
over Sergeant Johnson arrl his assistant driver, wetting both men. An 
experienced tank driver, Johnson at once increased the speed of the 
tank to keep the water from closi113 in behirrl the tank arrl droW'lil"¥:) 
out the engine. 'Ihe tank climbed out of the v.eter at each of the 
three old earthen bridge footil"¥:)S but, after a few secorrls, it w:>uld 
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pltnge again into the ~;eter deep enou;h to oome up to the turret riD;). 
Nevertheless, after beill3 in the water for tw:> minutes or less, the 
tank reached the opposite bank. 

After radioing back for the next tank in line to follow, 
Lieutenant Allie moved forward a short distance am then waited for 
the rest of his platoon. Sf'C Starling w. Harmon, following the same 
route with his tank, joined his platoon leader within five minutes. 
wanting to have only one tank in the river at a time, Lieutenant Allie 
waited llltil Sergeant Hannoo was on the north bank of the Han River 
before calling fbr the third tank. Because its escape hatch had 
jarred loose duriJl3 the firiJl3 that morninJ, the third tank flooded 
out and btalled in the oomp1ratively shallow ~;eter s:>uth of the 
islam. Lieutenant Allie ordered his tw:> remainiJl3 tanks, one at a 
time, to p:oceed around the stalled tank and cross. 

With t~ tanks, Lieutenant Allie set out at 0830 to join the 
infantry. H:wing aivanced a little roore than a thousand yards, the 
infantrymen hai stalled temporarily near a road that cut across the 
tip of lam between the 1\lkhan and the len. Ehemy fire coming fran a 
snall hill am fran a railroai embankment six h(,Jnjre1 yards ahead had 
stopped them. 'nle tw:> tanks rooved fbrward, directing their fire 
against the snall hill. hhen fire fran the hills stopped, the tw:> 
tank crew:; turned their cannon toward the railroad embankment. There 
were six freight cars staooiJl3 on the tracks. 'Ihey had been burned 
aoo shot up, apP'!rently duriD;) an air raid. 'nle Olinese had placed 
three machine gms to fire urXJer the cars into the area to the south. 
With their oW'l machinegtns and 12 or 15 rounds fran their cannon, the 
tank crew:; quickly silenced the enemy glllS. 'Ihe infantrymen move1 · up 
even with the ~ tanks, a gain of six lJJndred }Elrds. As the 
infantrymen moved beyom the railroad tracks, followiJl3 the t~ tanks 
\lbich ranJed ahead, three other enemy machine gms coomenced firinJ. 
Lieutenant Allie spotted one, laid on it with the 76mn gm am fired 
tw:> romds, the secooo of \lbich threw P'irts of bodies and 'l.eapons into 
the air. 'Ihe other t~ tanks of Lieutenant Allie's platoon arrive1 in 
time to take p1rt in the firin;), and a tank comnanded by MSgt. CUrtis 
D. Harrell located am silenced another machine gm. 'Ihen, all four 
tanks raked the enemy positions with their ooaxial machine gms during 
a thirty-minute period \¥bile the front line advanced approximately 
seven hundred yards to the objective. 

In the meantime, as soon as Lieutenant Allie's tanks \>.ere on the 
north bank, Captain Brannon started another platoon across. Within 
twenty minutes these five tanks \>.ere rooviD;) forward to support another 
infantry canP'!nY arrl the last platoon of tanks began to cross. By 
1000 all CbmP'!nY A's tanks except one \>.ere rooving fbrward with the 
assault canpanies; by noon Colonel Lee's 3d Battalion had reache1 its 
objective. 'nle remaining tank, 'lklich had flooded out earlier in the 
mornill3 W'len its escape hatch fell out, was repaired by midafternoon 
and successfully crossed the river. 
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'Ihe river crossing wss a success and, as Cblonel lee believed, the 
close support furnished by the tanks was a big factor in the outcane 
of the operation. 

ANALYSIS 

'lbo often there are recorded in tales of battle instances of 
commanders failing to remember the principle of the objective. 
Cbstacles and fleeting attractions divert them fran the accomplishment 
of their missions. A successful ccmnamer will always erY3age in a 
relentless p.~rsui t of the end to be gained, but he will rot be 
stubborn witoout reason. Rather 1 he tanpers his tenacity with a 
spirit of adaptation to the fluid circunstances of the battlefield. 
<illy explicit orders fran a superior ccmnamer will relieve him fran 
bending e~ery effort of his comnand to the mission. 

captain Brannon am Lieutenant Allie were not content with a mere 
routine execution of close support. Olce assigned their mission they 
showed courage 1 initiative, resourcefulness 1 and resolution in 
accomplishing it. Wlen Eeharnhorst wss asked to OOitlllent on the 
app:>intment of Bl\.Cher to high ccmnarrl in the Gennan Army, he wrote, 
"Is it not the manner in W'lich the leaders carry out the task of 
carmarrl, of impressil'Y3 their resolution in the hearts of others, that 
makes them \lerriors far roore than all other aptitudes or faculties 
W"lich theory may expect of them?" 
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CCMPANY A, 72ND TANK BA'M'ALION: 
CClt1BAT LEADERSHIP 

lliring the p:!riod 23 April - 30 June 1951 the 72d 'lank Battalion 
was broken doW1 with Canpany A attache1 to the 27th British Brigade in 
IX Corps, '~bile the remainder of the battalion ...as with the I.E 2d 
Division in X Corps. 

'Ihe action started with Cbmpany A of the 72d during the afternoon 
arrl evenirg of 23 April 1951, Canpany A (-3d Platoon) 72d Tank 
Battalion and the RAR Battalion of the 27th British Cbmmonwealth 

·Brigade moverl into p::>sitions north of CHERYON3-NI, Korea, in order to 
cover the withdrawal of the OOK 6th Division. At 232100 elements of 
t~ R<l< 6th Division began a wittrlrawal south through the p::>sitions 
held by Cbmpany A 72d Tank Batal ion and the RAR Bat tal ion. Leading 
elements of attackirg CCF forces were in contact with the rear 
withdrawing elements of the OOK 6th Division. 

'llle tank canpany ha1 place1 his platoons so that the 4th Platoon 
was in a blocking p:>si tion on the only north-south road in the area. 
The 1st Platoon was in position on high grourxl flanking the 
north-south road on the \~teSt and s:>uth of the 4th Platoon blocking 
p::>si tion. 

'Ibe RAR Bat tal ion was deployed on the ridge flanking the 
north-south roa1 on the east. 'Ihe 2d Platoon arrl the canpany 
convnarxler' s conmarxl tank were deployed at a crossroad to the south of 
the other tank p::>sitions where the north-south road joine1 the 
northwest-southeast road. '!he latter road ...as being used by elements 
of t~ RCJ< 6th Division as an avenue of wi ttrlrawal. 

'Ihe first OCF patrol hit and ...as destroyed by the 4th Platoon at 
its blockirg p::>sitions at 232100. At about 232300 large nunbers of 
CCF heavily attacked the frierxlly p::>sitions. Qle force struck 
directly at the 4th Platoon p::>sitions. 'll1e platoon lea1er was 
mortally \IIOunded. ~ died almost inme1iately, but not before issuing 
the order to his platoon to make a fightirg wittrlrawal to previously 
prepared alternate p:>sitions with the 2d Platoon. 'Ihree ·other tank 
carmarxlers were seriously \110urrle1 in the attack which enveloped the 
4th Platoon. lb\ottever, the platoon ...as able to withdraw to the 
p::>sitions designate1 by the platoon lea1er. 

Concurrently with the attack on the 4th Platoon, other elements of 
the advancirg CCF circled arourrl the hill mass into the area west of 
the road. 'Ihese OCF by-passed the lst Platoon, W'lich could rot locate 
t~ enany below because of the lack of any kim of natural or 
artificial illunination. 'Ibis attacking force swept around the hill 
mass arrl swurg again to the east to strike at the 2d Platoon p::>sitions 
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which w:!re soon surrolllded and infiltrated. 'lhe enemy then swept on 
to overnn the RAR Battalion CP that w:ts located well to the rear of 
the 2d Platoon's p:>sition. 

lt:>\lever, mder orders fran the oomp:my <X>Itlllander, the tanks 
remainej in p:>sition. Duri113 the initial stages of this fight at the 
2d Platoon p:>si tion, tanks fran the wi. thdrawing 4th Platoon appeared 
oo the scene, movi113 south fran their former outp:>st p:>sition. 1he 
compiny ooltlllander dismomted fran his tank, moved lllder extremely 
heavy enemy fire to reach the le«kUJ13 tank of the 4th Platoon. Upon 
learning of the heavy casualties in the platoon, he ordered all the 
woi..Jl'r:iej am deal, ~ich incli.Xled four of the five tank carmaooers, 
loaded on three of the tanks and ordered the tanks to rm throu:Jh the 
enemy force am return the wouroej to the company trains area for 
treatment. He also instructed the ranking teo to obtain replacement 
crew:» fran the company healquarters personnel am return iltlllediately 
to the scene of the battle. 

'!be compiny comnander then placed the remaining two tanks of the 
4th Platoon in p:>si tion with the 2d Platoon; am then, still uroer 
heavy enemy fire, returned to his ooltllland tank and oontinued to 
direct the action of his canpany. At one ' time the enemy succeeded in 
setting up a machine glll emplcement between the coltllland tank and that 
of the 2d Platoon lealer. 1his glll w:ts reduced by the tank fire. 1he 
Olinese attemp:ed to momt the tanks and destroy them with grenades 
am satchel charges but were destroyed by fire fran the surroui"XiiDJ 
tanks. 01e tank received a direct hit fran a 3. 5" rocket lamcher 
that killai the loaler an:l mortally wourxiai the tank carmaooer. 
lt:>w:!ver, the p:>sition of the tanks W!S so oompletely encircled by this 
time that it w:ts imp:>ssible to evacuate either of these two men or any 
of the other less seriolmly wolllded. 'lhe fighting oontinued with 
unbatej fury until daylight. 

At daW'l the OCt' began to withdraw. /Is they attempted to p.11l back 
to the west of the hill mass aroum ~ich they hal attackej the night 
before, the lst Platoon opened fire. 'lhis placed the enemy force in a 
crossfire from 16 tanks, for by this time the three tanks of the 4th 
Platoon had returned to the 2d Platon p:>si tions after fighting back up 
the entire le113th of the r-oute. 1his crossfire into the withdrawiDJ 
enemy continued llltil all targets w:!re either destroyed or dispersed. 
It w:ts later determinej that more than 500 enemy were killed in this 
action. 

At this time the tanks, then daDJerolmly low on arrmmition, were 
orderej to wi Wraw by the carmaooer of the 27th BCB. '1he RAR 
Battalion wss also ordered to withdraw but the enemy was still 
surrourxii113 their p:>sition am preventej their m011ement. 

1he com};Bny oonmander led his oompany to the trains area. 'lhis 
wittxirawal w:ts comuctej urxier autanatic weapons aoo mortar fire fran 
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enemy positions W"lich had been established on the high grotnd flankiD;J 
the ro~ leadill:J south to KAPYOOG. At the canpany trains area the 
tanks were refueled and resupplied with ammmition. 

The canpany cammarxler was infonnED about 241000 that approximately 
50 frierxUy vehicles beloD;Jing to the 2d <llem ical ftbrtar Battalion and 
Canpany B, 74th En;Jineer (C) Battalion h~ been abarxlonED in a area 
imnaHately south of the oomp1ny' s Irevious positions. crganizing 
volmteer drivers arxl "shotgun" riders fran Canpany B, 74th En:Jineer 
(C) Battalion for these vehicles, he had them mo1.11t the tanks and 
advance north to the area ~ere the vehicles were located. Ch arrival 
at the area of the abandoned vehicles, the tank oomp:my comnander 
deployED his canpany in a sani-circle tD cover the mannill:J am 
evacuation of the abandoned vehicles. 'lhe tank oomp1ny then escorted 
the vehicles back to the friemly lines. 

As the oomp:my ~s returniD;J with the retr iev~ vehicles, the 
carmarxler of the RAR Battalim stoppm the platoon le~er of the 1st 
Platoon and asked him tD 'take anmmition up to cut off ~.nits of the 
RAR. The RAR Battalim Callnarxler, ridill:J as lo~er in the platoon 
leader's tank, directed them l-1> to the surrolnded IX>Sitions. 'lhen the 
platoon leader had his tankers pick l-1> Australian \IJOurxl~ arrl placed 
them in and on the tanks of the first platoon. s:xne tank crewnen got 
onto the rear decks of the tanks to make roan for the \IJOuOOED inside 
W'lile the tanks descerxled fran the hills. 'lhe \IJOlnded \tlere returned 
to safety. 'Ihen the 1st Platoon return~ again to cut off positions, 
delivered more amnmi tion and brought out more \IJOl.llded. A total of 16 
\IJOurxl~ Australians \llere evacuatED durill:J this action. TW:> tank 
crewnen \oere \IJOl.llded during this thase of the action by the heavy 
autanatic loleapons fire placED m the tanks as they movED back arxl 
forth fran KA~OOG to the RAR positions at <liERYONG-NI. 

About 241100 the plight of the encirclED RAR Battalion ~s 
reported to the oomp1ny comnander. It still had been mable to 
disergage fran the enany arrl with:Jraw. 1be tank canpany advanced back 
to the ClfER)!ONG-NI crossroads. O:>veriD;J p1trols were dispatched t1> 
the north-south road enablill:J the RAR Battalion to disergage am 
initiate its wi thdra~l. 'Dle tank comp1ny then returned to the 
canpany assanbly area north of I<APYC!IG. 

About 241300 it ~s app1rent that some relief \IJOuld have to be 
sent tD the Princess Pat Can~ ian Light Infantry (PK:LI) Battalion. 
'Ibis mit w.s located on the high grotnd a>uth-west of the atERYOOG-NI 
crossroads. The north\llest-southeast road ran to the north of the 
PFCLl positions. At this time the OCF force had completely surrolnded 
the PK:LI arrl \llere exertil'l:J heavy pressure on than. · 

Early on the afternoon of the 24th the tank oomp1ny oomnander led 
a tank comterattack int:D the area in the rear of the CCF attacking 
the PFCLI. ftbving directly to the oorth of the surrol.llded PK:U under 
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heavy enemy fire, the tanks placed intense fire on the enemy forces 
am then wi th1rew South. /gain at daylight on 25 April 1951 the 
comp:my conmander led t~ more tank coll'lterattacks into the same area, 
each time directirg heavy machine gll1 am tank cannon fire on the 
enemy, causing him tD divert his effort. 'lhese coll'lterattacks, 
coupled with the action of the PFCLI Battalion in placirg continuous 
fire on the enemy, subsequently resulted in a lessening of enemy 
pressure am finally in an enany wi th1rawal, freeirg the PFCLI from 
its encircled J;X>Si tion. 'lhe tank compmy returned to the compmy 
assembly area north of KAPYCNG at about 251000. 'Ihe enemy made no 
·further offensive efforts in the OiERYONG-NI area on 25 April. 

N:> tanks were lost durirg this period alth:>1.13h t"YtO received AT 
rocket hits. Fersonnel casualties were 3 killed, 8 seriously "YtOll'lded, 
and 4 slightly "YtOumed. 'Ihe 3d Platoon of Canpany A, 72d Tank 
Battalion did rot p:1rticipate in the action but remained in O::>rp; 
Reserve at HOOGCHON. 'Ihe company (-3d platoon} entered the action 
with 19 operational tanks and finished the action with 13 operational 
tanks. 

AN.l\LYSIS 

This action demostrates the utility of the tank-infantry team 
against greatly superior nunbers of light infantry. Co A took up 
blocking J;X>Si tions, moved to alternate p:>si tions ma:le a fighting 
with1rawal arrl initiated several coll'lter-attacks durirg only a several 
hour ~riod. Calm and courgeous leadership from the company conmander 
probably saved one of his platoons from annihilation. 
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CJtiAPTER 4 
VIETNAM 

I 

• US: MtiO''IOntoe'' IOimmfiGIITD 

. 

US: M4 t " Walker lulldoe" 71.2mm 211 

au: T54 tOOmm 311 

~ 
US: M113MGtttAmph/~ 

c;cr.~Z 
US: XMIIIII "Sherietlln" 1112mm Ull Ret 

" ••• EXCEPT FOR A FEW COASTAL AREAS1 MOST NOTABLY IN 
THE I CORPS AREA1 VIETNAM IS NO PLACE FOR TANK OR 
MECHANIZED INFANTRY UNITS. 

-GEN. WESTMORELAND 

1965 





SOOI CAT 

I 
It was duriD;J cperation Atlanta that the 11th cavalry fou;Jht its 

first major battle. 'lWice the enany tried to anbLSh and destroy 
resuwly convoys escorted by units of the 1st Squadron, but both 
attempts W!re defeated by the firep:>wer and maneuverability of the 
cavalry. 'Ihe secord of these tw:> anbushes took place on 2 DecEmber 
1966 near SUoi cat, fifty kilometers east of Saigon. 'lhe step; taken 
in this action illustrate a procedure for dealiD;J with l.lllbushes that 
becane standard in the regiment. 

Wlen intelligence rep:>rts indicated that there WlS an enemy 
battalion in the vicinity of Sooi cat, the 1st Squadron cordu:::ted a 
1 imited 20ne reconnaissance but foli'Xi no signs of the enemy. S'lortly 
thereafter, on 2 DecEmber 1966, Troop A ~s hardlin;J base canp 
security, 'Iroop B ~s securing a rock quarry near Gia R:ly, and the 
balance of the squadron ~s perfonniD;J maintenaooe at Black.horse Base 
OUnp. (foap) Early that morning a resupply convoy from Troop B, 
consistirr;J of tw:> tmks, three ACAV' s (modified M113' s) ard t~ 
2 l/2-ton trocks, had traveled the twenty-five kilometers from the 
rock quarry to Black.horse without iooident. 

BATTLE OF SUOI CAT 
1st Sqdn., 11th ACR 

2 December 1 HI 

Nor•: Troop POIIIIOIII rndiCitld 
M• 11 of d•rk ' D•c 1966 
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N:.. 1600 the convoy co~~~nander, lieutenant Wilbert R:ldosevich, 
rec:diEd his convoy for the return trip to Gia R:ly. 'Ihe colum hs:J a 
tank in the lead, followed by tw:> K:AV's, tW> trocks, another K:AV, 
ard, finally, the ranainirr;J tank. Lieutenant Radosevich WiS in the 
lead tank, and after making sure that he had contact with the fonerd 
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air oontroller in an armED helicopter overhead, movED his convoy out 
toward Suoi cat. As the corwoy passED thro~h Suoi cat, the men in 
the oolunn roticed an absence of children and an musual stillness. 
SensiD;J daD;Jer, Lieutenant Radosevich was turniD;J in the tank 
commarxier' s hatch to observe closely both sides of the road W"len he 
accidently trippEd the turret control han:Ue. '!he turret moved 
suddenly to the right, evidently scaring the enemy into prematurely 
firing a command detonated mine approximately ten meters in front of 
the tank. Lieutenant ledosevich irrmEDiately shouted "Pmbush! J!mbush! 
Claymore Corner!" over the troop frequency and lED his corwoy in a 
charge thro~h W"lat had bee me a hail of enemy fire W"lile he blasted 
both sides of the roa:i. Even as Lieutenant Radosevich charged, help 
was on the way. Troop B, nearest the s::ene, imnEDiately headED toward 
the action. M:. squadron headquarters, Canpany D, a tank canpany, 
Troop c, and the oowi tzer battery hastened toward the ambush. Troop 
A, on perimeter security at the regimental base camp, followED as soon 
as · it was released. The gunship on station imnEDiately began 
delivering fire and callED for additional assistance, while the 
forward air oontroller radioed for air support. 

When the corwoy reachED the eastern edge of the ambush, one of .the 
N:.AV's, already hit three times, was struck again and ca~ht fire. M:. 
this p:>int Troop B arrivED, movED · into the ambush fran the east, aoo 
imnEDlately came under intense fire as the enemy manewered toward the 
burning ACAV. Troop B fo~ht its way thro~..gh the ambush, alternately 
employing the herringbone formation and moving '~.eSt, and encountering 
the enemy in sizable groups. 

Lieutenant Colonel t-ertin D. lb'~.ell, the squardron comnander, 
arrived over the scene by helicopter ten minutes after the first fire. 
He immEDiately designated National Highway 1 a fire coordination line, 
and directED tactical aircraft to strike to the east and south while 
artillery fired to the rorth and '~.est. As Company D and Troop C 
reachED Suoi cat, he orderED than to begin firirg as they left the 
east side of the village. 'Ihe oowitzer battery 'l.ent into p:>sition in 
Suoi cat. By this time Troop B had traversED the entire ambush area, 
turned aroll'ld, and was making a secooo trip back toward the east. 
Canpany D aoo Troop C followED close behind, raking both sides of the 
road with fire as they movED. 'lhe tanks fired 90-mn. canister, mowing 
doW'l the charging Viet Corg and destroyirg a 57-nm. recoilless rifle. 
Midway thro~h the atxnush mne, Troop B halted in a herringbone 
formation, while Canpany D and Troop C continuED to the east toward 
the j mction of FOute 333 aoo FOute 1. 'lroop A, row to the '~.est of 
the Clnbush, enterED the area, surprised a scaveD;Jing party, and · killed 
fifteen Viet Cbng. 

·'ltle squadron corrmarxier hal ted Troop A to the '~.est of 'lroop B. 
Canpany D was turnED around at thP eastern side of the ambush and 
positioned to the east of Troop B. Troop C was sent southeast on 
FOute 1 to trap enemy forces if they movED in that direction. As 
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Troop; A and B and Canp:any D consolidated at the CKnbLSh site, enemy 
fire becCIIle intense arourrl Troop B. 1he Viet Con:J forces ~re soon 
caught in a deadly crossfire \>ben the cavalry units converged. As 
darkness approached, the J!merican troop; prepare1 night defensive 
p:>sitions and artillery fire W3S shifted to the S>uth to seal off 
enemy escape routes. A search of the battlefield the next momir¥3 
revealed CNer 100 enemy dead. 'nle toll, ho~ver, was heaver than 
that. Enemy docunents capture1 in May 1967 recorde1 the loss of three 
Viet Cbng battalion comnanders and four cornp:any comnanders in the &Joi 
cat action. 

ANALYSIS 

The success of the tactics for oomtering CKnbLShes developed 
durin:J Atlanta resulte1 in their adoption as starrlard procedure for 
the future. 'nle tactics called for the arnbLShed element to employ all 
its firep:>~r to protect the escorted vehicles arrl fight clear of the 
enemy killing zone. <hce clear, the cavalry 'flOuld regroup and return 
to the killin:J zone. All available reinforcements 'flOuld be rushe1 to 
the s:ene as rapidly as p:>ssible to attack the flanks of the CKnbLSh. 
Artillery arrl tactical air 'flOuld be use1 to the rnaxirnun extent. 1his 
technique W3S used with success by the 11th cavalry througoout its 
stay in Vietnan. 
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AMBt.SH 

Q::casionally an escort or security mission \tJBS not successful, and 
usually intensive after CK:tion investigation revealed that the mit 
ha:l been careless. Such \tJBS the case with a platoon of Troop K, 11th 
Armored cavalry Regiment, in ~y 1967. Wlen the snoke cleared from a 
well-planned Viet Corg anbush, the platoon ha:l paid a heavy pric~: 
seven IC.AV's had each been hit 10 times by antitank weapons and the 
lone tank had 14 hits. Of forty-four men in the corwoy, nearly half 
were killed and the remainder w:>l.llded. Investigation revealed that 
the roa:l ha:l been clearEd that mornirg by a resp:msible mit, but the 
fact that an cwbush -.es set up later IX'OVed that it -.es dangerous to 
asslllle that one pass alorg a roa:l clearEd it of enemy forces. In this 
case there were further errors of omission. N:> planned platoon CK:tion 
was put into effect ~en the enemy attacked; oo ccmnam am control 
alternatives were provided in the event of a loss of radio 
carmltlication; oo signals or checks were in effect to alert troop 
headquarters to the platoon's plight; no artillery or air support -.es 
plannEd for the route of march. '1be lesson fran this disaster \tJBS 

that no mission should be considered routine. 

Disasters were l.llcoornon to roa:l security missions, but much could 
be learned from them. 01 one occasion the law of averages, troop 
turnover, arrl the bored an of a routine task catr3ht up with the 3d 
Squadron, 5th cavalry, ~ile it \tJBS on roCKI security. 'Ihis incident 
in late December 1967 illustrates row overconfidence, poor plannin:J, 
and lack of fire support could oornbine to strip the cavalry of its 
inherent advantek:)es. en 22 Decent>er the squadroo \tJBS to assslll\e 
responsibility for qJeration Kitty H:n«. 'Ihe squadron staff prepared 
its plans for corwoy escort, with corNOys schedulEd to move on 27 and 
31 December. At the last manent, the 3d Squadron's assumption of the 
Kitty Hawk mission \tJBS delayed mtil 28 Decent>er am the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment performEd the escort duty on 27 December. 'Ihe 
two-day delay causEd the staff of the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, to be 
less attentive to the second convoy escort mission on the 31st. 

en 28 December the 3d Squadron moved into Blackhorse Base canp, 
and the next day the squadron operations officer \tJBS reminded of the 
responsibility for the escort on 31 Decent>er. Mission requirements 
were discussed over msecure telelilone lines by the staffs of the 
sqUadron arrl the 9th Infantry Division, am were then passed to Troop 
c, ~ich had the mission. 'Ihe squadr()n daily staff briefing oo 
30 December did not include a discussion of the escort mission am the 
squadron comnander remained ma\tlare of it. 'Ihe Troop C comnander, 
faniliar with the area, believEd the sector to be relatively quiet, a 
fatal asslll\ption because combat operations had mt been conducted in 
the area for over thi-rty days. He planned a routine tactical road 
march to 'VLing Tau, sixty kilometers to the S>uth, to rendezvous with 
the corwoy at 0900 on 31 December. TWo platoon-size elements were to 
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make the march W"lile the troop comnander remained at Bl.ackhorse with 
the third platoon, recrly to assist if neErlErl. 'Ihe platoons were to 
leave Blackhorse at 0330 on 31 December, moving south on I«>ute 2. <he 
platoon was to stop alo~ I«>ute 2, about a third of the way to Vun; 
'!au, and spend the night running the rocd back to Bl.ackhorse to 
prevent enemy interference on the route. 'Ihe other platoon was to 
continue to Vung Tau, pick up the convoy, and escort it to Blackhorse. 
'Ihe corrvoy \>A)uld be rejoinEd en route by the platoon corrlocti03 
roadrunner operations. 

'Ihe col unn movErl out on time to meet the convoy. 'Ihe lead 
platoon, carmarrlErl by the 2d Platoon lecder, consistEd of one tank 
from the 3d Platoon, two PCAV's from the 2d, and the troop conmand and 
maintenance vehicles employed as A~V's. 'Ihe next platoon, commarrled 
by the 3d Platoon leader, consisted of one tank fran the 2d Platoon, 
t\>A) A~V's fran the 3d Platoon, t\>A) fran the 1st Platoon, arrl the 1st 
Platoon's mortar carrier minus its mortar. 'Ihe tanks, each leading a 
platoon, intermittently used dr ivi03 1 ights arrl searchlights to 
illlll'linate and observe along the sides of the rocd. 

About nine kilometers south of Blackhorse, I«>ute 2 crestEd a 
slight rise, ran straight south for two kilometers, and then crested 
aoother rise. 'Ihe sides of the rocrl hcd been clearEd out to about 100 
meters. As the lecd tank started up the southernmost rise at 0410, 
the last vehicle in the corrvoy, the mortar carrier, was leveli~ off 
on the straight stretch two kilometers behind. SJddenly a rocket 
propellEd grenade rourrl hit the lecd tank, killi~ the driver arrl 
stopping the tank in the middle of the rocd. Pn crnbush then erupted 
alo~ the entire two-kilometer stretch of rocd. A hail of grenades 
quickly set the remaining vehicles of the lead platoon afire; intense 
small arms fire killed most of the men ridi~ atop the vehicles. As 
the trailing platoon leader directed his platoon into a herringbone 
formation, the mortar carrier was hit by a carmarrl detonated mine, 
exploding mortar cmnmition and destroying the carrier. 'Ihe tank with 
the last platoon was hit by a rocket grenade rourrl, ran off the road, 
blew up, and burned. 'Ihe surprise was so complete that oo organized 
fire was returnEd. W'len irrlividual vehicles attanptErl to return fire, 
the enemy, from p:>si tions in a dead fall some fifteen meters off the 
road, concentratEd on that one vehicle l.Dltil it stoppEd firin:J. 
Within ten minutes the fight was over. 

ANALYSIS 

At daybreak on the last day of 1967, the devastating results of 
the crnbush were apparent in the batterEd arrl burnEd hulks that lay 
scatterEd along the road. ~ eleven vehicles, four PCAV's and ooe 
tank were destroyEd, three A~V' s arrl one tank severely dcrnagErl. '!he 
t\>A) platoons suffered 42 casualties; apparently oone of the enemy was 
killEd or \>A)urDErl. 'Ibis costly action soowErl W'lat could happen on a 
routine mission in South Vietnam. Irrlifference to mit integrity, 
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breaches of COflll\ll1ication security beforehand, lack of planned fire 
support, arrl wide gaps between the vehicles stacka:i the deck in the 
enemy's favor. Olarga:i with guarding a convoy, the ll1it leader faila:i 
to appreciate his own unit's vulnerability. 
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TANK TO~ 

by G. R. Cossey 

'!here have been many occasions in the history of the Vietnam 
Conflict \tohen annor arrl cavalry units have been called upon to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of the tank as a fighting vehicle, 
capable of performirg practically any mission. Certainly the tank 
and, even more, the tanker have been given tasks of many varieties, 

· both for 'Nhich annor was originally developed arrl sane previously 
lJlseen. But only once has this man-vehicle team functioned in its 
best role - the destruction of enemy armor. 

'Ihe date: early evening of 3 March 1969. 'lhe place: a far-fll.l'lg 
Special Forces cCinp near Ben Het, South VietnCIT\ perched in the n,r;Jged 
molJltains of the central highlands, overlooking entrances fran the ib 
Oli Minh Trail in the Laos-canbodia-Vietnan border area. Ol this 
night, ~rth Vietnamese tanks and other armored forces attacked the 
joint u.s. and Vietnanese defenses d~.g into the barren hills of the 
canp. 'lhis engaganent, altho~.gh brief, was significantly the first 
time since the Korean Conflict, 16 years before, that an .llmerican 
armor lllit had decisively engaged enemy tanks. 

'Ihe North VietnCIT\ese attack by annor units of the B-3 Front \roeS 

initiated on the heels of a \leek-long IX'eparation by daily CbmmlJlist 
shellirgs of allied positions within the Oak To-Ben Het area arrl other 
enemy attacks throughout the \thole of South Vietnam in their spring 
offensive beginnirg in latter February. Upon the initiation of this 
offensive, ltnerican units ordered into the tr i-border area as 
reinforcements for local defenses inclooed Canpany B, 1st Battalion, 
69th Armor l.l'lder the coomand of capt~in John Stovall • Canp:iny B, 
hea:lquartered near the Iak 'lb airstrip arrl umer the direct control of 
the 2d Brigaje Highlaooers, 4th Infantry Division, was given the 
mission of reinforcirg the Ben Het outpost arrl of securirg High\roay 
512, the only larxl link between the camp aoo the main allied positions 
at Iak 'lb. 

In a:ldition to elements of Cbmp:iny B, allied forces at the Special 
F'orces cCinp inclooed three Civilian Irregular D!fense Group canpanies 
with their Green Beret a:lvisor team, an lmerican 175nm artillery 
battery arrl two 40mn "IAlsters." Normally the tankers were deployed in 
platoon strergth along the camp's \test Hill in tartially dug-in 
positions. 'Ihe remairrler of the canpany occupied strorg point aoo 
bridge security positions along the ten kilometers roaj link or were 
held as a rea:ly-reaction force at Iak 'lb. 

'Ihe comP:lny had arrived in this area of operations on 25 February 
arrl ha:l errlured the nearly continoous barrages of artillery fire laid 
doW'\ by CanmlJlist glllners fran positions both in Vietnam Clld fran 
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bases across the nearby Cambodian border. Rarely had the crew members 
dared to move more than a few feet fran their tanks as they -were 
busily occupied either dodging artillery fragments or ans-wering sniper 
fires and snall SIX>ilill3 attacks with main;Jll1 am machinegll1 fires. 

Up t.ntil the first of March, the camp had received intensive fires 
fran heavy artillery pieces located in reinforced, dug-in p:>si tions 
-well inside Cambodia, at times taking ~ to one rol.lld f!Very forty-five 
secorxis over protractEd periods. lt>wever, the enemy guns -were so 
located that their muzzle glow could be observed fran the friemly 
p:>st thus allowirg the allies to predict the incanirg artillery in 
sufficient time to ~ecll.rle suffering heavy casualties. In an effort 
to penetrate the barriers protectirg these enemy pieces, the tanks 
~re employed in an indirect fire role, using ooncrete piercing fuzes 
with the assistance of the co-located artillery battery's fire 
direction center and utilizing spotter aircraft for fire adji.Stment. 
'Ibis met with only limited success as the 90mn nru.nition was unable 
to sufficiently penetrate the heavy Rad defensive positions. 

Aroum 1 March, the enany artillery fires slackened such that 
incaning rol.llds ware being received at Ben Het only aroln! the time of 
the daily resupply comoy. Up until this time, canpany B had 
sustained approximately ten casualties, most of W'lich minor in nature 
and were treated on the sp:>t. Several tankers were woumed repeatedly 
but they continued to return to their stations and up until the first 
of March, only one man was evacuated throU]h medical channels. 

Ol the first of March, the first platoon of the tank com }::any held 
p:>si tions on West Hill with four tanks, three of W'lich were deployed 
near the crest generally facing \leSt overlooking the valley throUJh 
W"lich Highway 512 wound, approachirg fran the canbodian border. 
Captain Stovall had come mrw:trd Clld established a tem}X>rary comnand 
IX>St in a nearby bunker since his platoon lea1er ha1 been evacuated to 
I:ak 'lb suffering fran mutiple fragmentation w:>ln!s. 'Ihe first and 
secorrl of March proved to be disconcertingly quiet, disturbed only by 
the mortaring of the resupply convoy and a few interspersed rol.llds of 
harassirg recoilless rifle am mortar fire. Aroum 2200 oours that 
evening, ISG lllgh H:lvermale, the tank platoon sergeant, rep:>rted to 
Captain Stovall that his. men could hear vehicular movement to the west 
of the camp. 'lbgether, the two senior tankers \lent forWlrd and 
scanned the area with a night vision device but were unable to observe 
anything out of the ordinary, nor WE!re they able to establish even a 
general location of the re}X>rted soums. lt>wever they could hear the 
t.nidentified vehicles running their engines for about t-wenty minutes 
then shuttin;J doW'l, }X>Ssibly warmin;~ their en;~ines and performin;~ crew 
checks of some nature. 

Again on the third of March, the enemy activity remained at a low 
ett>, with only an occasional round of harassin;~ fire bei113 received at 
the allied p:>si tion. D.lr ing the day, three cnx; reconnaissance 
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patrols \>.ere dispatched fran the outpost to p:>si tions about four 
kilometers to the north, northeast aoo southeast. The daily 
intelligence briefing by the camp comnarrler indicated that an attack 
by the eneny was imninent am that the Camn.nist forces possessoo an 
armor capibility, iooications W"lich \>.ere to be transformoo into fact a 
few short hours later • 

At 2100 hours that evening, the camp's central hill began 
receiving recoilless rifle fire fran tw:> locations. BettNeen 2130 aoo 
2200 the entire fire support base came under increasingly heavy mortar 
am artillery fires am the tankers again be:Jan to hear the sourns of 
engines coupled this time with the distinctive runblings of tracked 
vehicles. 'Ihe men were again lllSuccessfully scanning the area with 
both starlite scopes and their infrared searchlights W'len an enemy 
vehicle was suddenly illuninatoo as it detonate:) sane anti-personnel 
mines located approximately 800 meters fran the ~rimeter arrl causing 
sane portion of the vehicle to catch fire. In the light of this small 
fire, three tanks and an open, tracked cargo/personnel carrier \>.ere 
observoo. Inmediately the first platoon crews be:Jan taking the ensny 
vehicles ll1der fire with HEAT aoo high explosive arrtnll'lition fran their 
maingl.U1S am firing final protective fires with other organic weapons. 
Other tank compmy personnel fbnerd imnooiately went into ~tion 
assisting the camp indigeneous personnel in manniD;J mortar and 
recoilless rifle pits or in transporting cmnll'lition and treating 
w:>urnoo defeooers. Shortly thereafter, Captain Stovall received 
reports of a fOurth enemy tank appproaching the left flank of the 
allioo positions near the canp airstrip am a report fran one of the 
CIDG patrols that it was observing an eight to fifteen vehicle colunn 
moving east toward the canp fran the border area. He then calloo for 
illunination rol.l'lds fran the camp mortar squad arrl upon receiving it, 
fourn that the flare was dropping behirrl him, clearly illuninating the 
frieooly tank emplacements. 'D'le tankers continued their fires, making 
direct maingll1 hits on at least tw:> ensny tanks am the carrier, 
causing them to burst into flame. 

In the meantime, captain Stovall had momted one of the M-48's and 
as he steppej behim the turret onto the back deck, he observoo a 
large fireball fbllo'Ned imnooiately by the concussion fran an enemy 
tank rourn exploding on the · glacis that flung him clear of the back 
deck and blew the tank comnarrler out of the cupola Cl'ld ten feet to the 
rear of the tank, inflicting heavy shrap-lel w:>l.lOOs on then arrl 
instantly killing the loCKler arrl driver \o.ho had been manning an 
externally mot11ted machine:Jm. It becane apparent that · the tank hCKl 
received a direct hit fran me of the Red vehicles after its p:>sition 
was canpranisoo by the de seeming flare. Nevertheless, the M-48 was 
again joined in battle as other crews were scrambled and sufficient 
crewnen were shortly mCKle available. 

'Ihe fires continued CNer a short \o.hile but grCKlually began to 
dissipate as it becane clear that the attacking ensny vehicles were 

4-9 



withdrawing Cl"ld that a final assualt \reS oot going to take place. 'Dle 
tankers scora:i several more hits with HE on one of the eneny hulls 
redu::ing it to a pile of rubble. leinforcenents in the form of the 
tank canpany's secorrl platoon arrived with platoon leader Lieutenant 
Etl Nickels taking charge of the comF9ny. hid itionally1 an N:.-47 
"S~X>Qky" gl.l'lship arrivoo on station arrl began to harass the eneny' s 
withdra\rel. 'Dle rest of the evening remained cpiet with only an 
occasional rourrl fran a junpy riflenan arrl the normal artillery fires. 

'Ihe next morning 1 an investigation of the battlefield revealed tTNO 
Pl'-76 hulls arrl a burned-out carrier that had been left behirrl by the 
attacking forces. FUrther combat FStrolling in the area closer to the 
border revealoo an abarxionoo eneny motor P>Ol but gave oo further 
information on the enemy unit. Cisual ties within CbmF9ny B were the 
tw:> killoo arrl tw:> TNOurrled 1 with no dcrnage to the M-48 tank receiving 
the direct hit other than a broken machinegl.l'l charging harrlle. 

AN.a.LYSIS 

'Ihe improper use of the illunination rol.l'ld \reS probably a major 
factor in the loss of tw:> of the M-48' s crewnen arrl the w:>urrlirg of 
tw:> other personnel • Considering the intelligence picture 1 the 
illunination soould have been preregisteroo alorg likely avenues of 
approach. 

RussiAN-MADE PT76 TANK DESTROYED AT BEN HET 
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'lhe R:>ck of Dong Ha 

By early morning of 1 April most of the outlying fire bases along 
the Demilitarized Zone and in western Quang Tri Province had been 
evacuated or overrun, leaving no friendly positions north of the Mieu 
Giang and OJa Viet rivers. Poor weather prevented air support and 
contributed to the relative ease with which the enemy pushed back the 
South Vietnamese. 'Ihe North Vietnamese forces advanced south with 
impunity. By late afternoon on 1 April M!li Lac and Camp Carrol, south 
of the Mieu Giang River, were under heavy attack. 

Frantically redeploying the three infantry reg iments, one cavalry 
regiment, and two Vietnamese M!lrine brigades at his disposal, General 
Giai established a defensive line along the south bank of the Mieu 
Giang. In an effort to stabilize the situation, he coamitted the 20th 
'nlnk R!giment on the morning of 1 April with the mission of relieving 
the embattled 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment and attached infantry 
units then fighting around Cam In, along National Highway 9. (Map) 
After joining a South Vietnamese M!lrine battalion, the tank regiment 
moved north from Ai '1\1 along Highway 1 toward D:mg Ha. 

Poor traffic control and refu:Jees congesting the route forced the 
tank regiment to move cross-country to the southwest of D:mg H:l, and 
in so doing it surprised and routed an enemy ambush along Highway 
Qir9. Prisoners taken during this action were disnounted members of a 
tbrth Vietnamese tank unit whose mission was to seige and man South 
Vietnamese armored vehicles expected to be captured in the offensive. 
With its forty-four operational tanks, the 20th 'nlnk J:egiment moved on 
toward Cam In, which ...as burning. 'As darkness approached, the unit 
set up a defensive position southeast of aun In Village, withstanding 
enemy probes throu:Jhout the night. 

At da~rea k on Easter &lnday, 2 Apr i1 , the 20th 'nlnk Regiment 
received reports that a large tbrth Vietnamese tank coll.llln ...as moving 
south across the Ben Hai River toward the bridge at l):)ng Ha. .About 
0900 the conmander, O:>lonel N:Juyen ll.lu Ly, rece i ved permission to move 
to o:mg Ha, then north across the bridge to engage the enemy forces. 
When he reached the toW'\ he found enemy infantry already occupying 
positions on the north bank of the Mieu Giang River that prevented his 
crossing the bridge. · IS deployed the regiment around the to'll'l of D:mg 
Ha, with the 1st Squadron in a blocking po~ .. tion on the high ground 
about three kilometers to the west, the 2d Squadron to the south, and 
the 3d Squadron defending positions within the town to prevent enemy 
elements from crossing the bridge. 

N.:x>ut noon men of the 1st Squadron, from their vantage point on 
the high ground to the west, suddenly observed a tbrth Vietnamese tank 
and infantry collllU1 moving south along High...ay 1 toward o:mg Ha. 
ftbving their tanks into concealed positions, they waited as the enemy 
tanks moved closer. At a range of 2,500 to 3,000 meters, the South 
Vietnamese tankers opened fire, quickly destroying nine PT76 tanks and 
tw::> TS4 tanks. 'lhe North Vietnamese unit, which by its collllU1 
formation showed that it ...as not expecting an attack, ...as throW'\ into 
confusion. U'lable to see their adversaries, the tbrth Vietnamese 
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crewnen man;uvered their tanks wildly as the South. Vietnamese tank 
gunners destroyed them one by one. 'nle accompanying infantry 
dispersed, ahd the surviving '1'54 tanks turned and headed north without 
firing a sir)gle shot. 'nle South Vietnamese regimental headquarters, 
moni taring the North Vietnamese radio net at that time, heard the 
enemy co1t1na~er express surprised disbelief at losing his tanks to 
cannon he could not see. 

'nle steady deterioration of the tactical situation around ]))ng ·Ha 
was arrested by the arrival of the 1st Arroor Brigade headquarters. 
Al thotr;Jh the brigade headquarters had been in the area solely to 
monitor the 20th Tc!nk Regiment's training exercise, it was a well 
trained organi zation , possessing the armored vehicles and radios 
needed by General Giai to establish control of the scattered forces 
and direct the defense he hoped to establish at D:>ng Ha. General Toan 
had urged its. emplo~ent, and on the afternoon of 2 April the brigade, 
under 3d Di~ision control, ass1.1ned conrnand of all armored, infantry, 
and Msrine forces in the D:>ng as area. Its units inclooed the 20th 
Tank Regiment, two squadrons of the 17th Armored cavalry Regiment, the 
2d and 57th ~giments of the 3d Infantry Division, the 3d Battalion of 
the 258th Msrine O:>rps Brigade, and the survivors of the 56th Regiment 
from camp carrol. 

'1\'le bridge spanning the Mieu Giang River at D:>ng Ha afforded the 
enemy the opportunity to cross the river unimpeded and then drive 
straight south to Quang Tri City. Before the. armor brigade 
headquarters arrived, the 3d Division engineers had made two 
.unsuccessful attempts to destroy the bridge with explosive charges. 
When O:>lonel N3uyen Trong Luat, the 1st Arroor Brigad~ co1t1nander, 
arrived he decided to leave the bridge intact for the time being, 
since the enemy had been stopped and the armor brigade forces were 
holding. O:>lonel t.uat was preparing to make a oounterattack to the 
north across the bridge when the bridge charges detonated and dropped 
the near span, putting an end to any counterattack plans. 

Other enemy forces continued tO roove south toward OJng Ha on the 
afternoon of 2 April, engaged first by limited tactical air strikes 
and then by artillery, mortar, and tank fire. A large search and 
rescue effort had been launched for the crew of a u.s. aircraft downed 
near cam Lo. 'nle u.s. Air Force temporary no-fire zone was 
twenty-seven kilometers in diameter, encompassing nearly . the entire 
combat area and South Vietnamese Army defenders were unable for 
several hours to call for artillery support or tactical air strikes 
against the onrushing North Vietnamese Army. '1\'le enemy therefore had 
an opportunity to advance artillery, tanks, and infantry until 2200, 
when the restriction was lifted. 

curing the next several days, enemy activity was relatively light, 
with sporadic attacks by fire and nll08rous small ground actions. '1\'le 
North Vietnamese artillery fire was extremely accurate, and al thotr;Jh 
S>uth Vietnamese units moved frequently to avoid the shelling the 
enemy seemed to be able to locate new positions very quickly. Q\ 3 
April a North Vietnamese vehicle with radios was captured south of 
OJng Ha. 'nle observer had papers supporting several identities, and 
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spent his time driving throi.XJhout the area spotting and adjusting 
artillery fire for North Vietnamese guns near the Demilitarized Zone. 
Although South Vietnamese units conducted attacks to eliminate pockets 
of resista~e south of the Mieu Giang River, the pressure from the 
north remained intense. 

'lbe next tank combat occured on the 9th 'htlen all three squadrons 
of the 20th Tank Fegiment fot.XJht enemy anoor. 'lbe 1st Squadron, 
shifted several kilometers west of Dong Ha six days earlier, occupied 
high ground overlooking an important road junction along National 
HighW!y 9. Jtgain the tank gunnery training paid dividends as the 
tankers engaged an infantry unit supported by ten tanks at ranges up 
to 2,800 meters. A few answering shots fell short, and the enemy 
tanks scattered, several bogging doW'l in the rice paddies near the 
road. Eventually eight \felere destroyed. In all, the regiment 
destroyed sixteen '1'54 tanks and captured one '1'59 that day, in turn 
suffering nothing more than superficial damage to several M48's. 

For the next t't«) weeks the South Vietnamese carried out clearing 
operations interrupted by frequent engagements with tt>rth Vietnamese 
armor and infantry which normally withdrew in the late afternoon. 
Nights \felere punctuated by artillery, mortar, and rocket attacks on 
South Vietnamese positions throughout the area. 'Ihe defensive lines 
established on 2 April continued to hold, and on 11 April the 1st 
Armor Brigade W!S a~.XJmented by the arrival of the 18th Armored cavalry 
Ragiment from Military legion 3. By 14 April the 3d Division 
controlled five regimental size South Vietnamese task forces, 
including units of the 4th, 11th, 17th, and 18th cavalry R!giments and 
the 20th Tank Regiment. 

Q1 23 April, several kilometers west of Dong Ha, the 2d Squadron 
of the 20th Tank Fegiment W!S attacked by an infantry-tank force using 
a new weapon. Fbr the first time the enemy employed the Soviet AT3 
Sagger wire-guided missle, destroying an M48A3 tank and an armored 
cavalry assault vehicle W!S damaged. At first the South Vietnamese 
Army tankers seemed fascinated by the missile's slow and erratic 
flight. 'lbrough trial and error, however, the troops soon learned to 
engage the launch site of the AT3 with tank main goo fire and to move 
their vehicles in evasive maneuvers. 

Heralded by massive artillery attacks with 122-mm. rockets and 
130-ill1l. guns, on 27 April a. new enemy offensive began against South 
Vietnamese Army positions all along the Mieu Giang-Cla Viet River 
defense line. The barrage was quickly followed by violent attacks by 
enemy infantry and armor, met by e~lly determined resistance on the 
part of the South Vietnamese defenders. The 3d Squadron, 20th Tc:lnk 
R!giment, supporting the 5th Ranger Group, received the brunt of the 
attack and was soon heavily engaged. By midmorning all officers . of 
the 3d Squadron had been killed or 't«)unded, and three M48A3 tanks had 
been destroyed by Sagger missiles. 

All along the defensive line, units \lilere being overrun or p.JShed 
back. Fbrc_ed to yield ground, Ranger and tank elements gradually 
withdrew to the southeast. Al thoi.XJh losses were heavy on both sides, 
the mrnerically superior North Vietnamese continued their drive, and 
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by nightfall had pushed alJOOst four kilometers south of D:>ng Ha. In 
the early morning of 28 April, the 20th Tank ~iment had eighteen 
operational M48A3 tanks. turing the South Vietnamese withdraw! the 
accurate gunnery of the 3d Squadron cost the North Vietnamese five '1'54 
tanks. 

At that point the South vietnamese found large enemy forces to 
their rear and for the armored units the withdrayal became an attack 
to the south. 'lhe 2d Squadron of the tank regiment, attacking south 
to secure the bridge over the Vinh Rluoc River ~t midmorning on the 
28th, was badly battered in an enemy ambush. 'lhe conrnander lost 
control of his unit and surviving vehicles, afterJrossing the bridge, 
continued to the south in disarray. 

It was then obvious to Cblonel LUat that 1st mored Brigade units 
were threatened with encirclement, so the entire f"Orce began moving 
south. All along the way fighting was heavy for the next two days. 
'1he terrain as well as the enemy took its toll of vehicles. At the 
Vinh Phuoc River seven vehicles were stranded on e north shore when 
the bridge, struck by enemy artillery fire, colla ed. Farther south 
at the 'Ibach Han River near QUang Tri City, the ridges ware already 
destroyed. 'lW:) tanks were lost there in for~i the river on the 
30th. 

By then the tank and cavalry units ware begi ing their fifth day 
of almost constant fighting. South of QUang Tri esupply of fuel and 
ammunition was nonexistent as the armored force continued its attack. 
Forced from the highway by a determined enemy, the tanks and assault 
vehicles moved cross-country, falling victim to the many rice paddies, 
canal crossings,· and streams as well as the anti tank rockets and 
artillery. Ch the first day of M:ly the vehicles began to run out of 
gas. 

Finally, on 2 Miy, having fou:]ht their way throu:Jh the last enemy 
units,_ the battered survivors of the armor command, intermingled with 
the remnants of other army units, reached camp E.Vans at midafternoon. 
Chly armored cavalry assault vehicles were left; the cavalry regiments 
and the the tank regiment had lost all their tanks. 'lhe once proud 
20th Tank R:!giment was reduced to a demoralized, dismounted, and 
defeated unit. Eh\ployed primarily in a static, defensive role in 
frontline areas, the unit had steadily lost men and equipnent without 
receiving replacements. Although vastly outnumbered, cavalry, 
infantry, tank, and Marine units of the 1st Arroor Brigade, as well as 
tenacious Regional Forces and Popular Forces to the east, had 
succeeded in slowing the moment\Jl\ of the massive North Vietnamese 
invasion. With assistance from u.s~ and Vietnamese tactical air 
forces, they provided the resistance that delayed the enemy until 
enou:Jh reinforcements could be brou:]ht ~ to halt the offensive. 

~YSIS 

'ttle 20th Tank Regiment's excellent combat gunnery can be directly 
traced to their demanding gunnery training. In addition, it is 
interesting to rote they devised tactics to counteract Sagger fire 
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more than a year prior to the Israelis learning the hard way. 
Perhaps the most important lesson to be learned from the 20th Tank 

Regiment is that they were not defeated by the enemy - the enemy 
tankers were no match for them, as they demonstrated again and again. 
'!he 20th Tclnk Regiment was destroyed by a lack of combat service 
support. 

Area of fire 

Enemy axis of attack 

('f'T'"7) ARVN position 

( ARVN fire 

(not to scale) 
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'IHE AFFRAY AT SIDPE 3> 

by captain Ronald A. Hofmann 

'Ihe first hint of trolble came at 2130 with the terse message 
receive1 in Team K' s carmarrl track fran anbush patrol U: "Three. VC 
observe1 by starlight s::o~, passing by i n the vicinity of our 
IX>Sitioo ." .Ambush patrol tl was located 700 meters to the northeast 
of 'learn K' s p:!rimeter in a stand of ~1.119 rubber. It had move1 to its 
position shortly after dusk. 'Ihe patrol was led by a ~l1113 am 
energetic Staff Sergeant Wiyne Sloemaker, \lho with several other 'learn 
K NCOS ha:l recently voll.l'lteere1 to exterrl his tour in Vietncm. 
Sergeant Sloemaker \laS to die that night in a bitter battle against an 
approachirg eneny col urn. 

'lhe 3d Squadron of the Blackhorse Regiment \laS in its tenth day of 
Operatioo AI<R~, a 9th u.s. Infantry Divi sion drive that ha:l kicked 
off on 9 Jooe 1967 in the middle of the surrmer monsoon season. 'Ihe 
objective was the destru::tion of enany forces arrl installations in the 
traditional· VC secret zone knoW'l as the 1¥\T- DICH. 

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur F. Cochran, the squadron coomarrler, was 
well pleased with the p:!rformance of his four teams. 'Ihe thorollJh and 
systanatic search of the assigne1 'AD (Area of O~rations) ha:l resulted 
in daily dis::over ies of extensive base camp:; rice and salt caches, 
arrl equipnent storage areas. Enany contact mwever . hoo been limited 
to brief encol.l'lters with small reconnaissance and cmbush elements. 
Initially the squadroo ha:l pushe1 deep into the primary forest am, as 
the op:!ration };rogressed, move1 further s:>uth mtil on 18 June it \laS 
operatirg in the vicinity of Slop:! 30 hamlet. 

Slope 30 hamlet had lonJ been a symbol of Viet O:>ng domination in 
northern Fhooc 'IY Pr011ince. It is situated on Highway 2 arrl \laS 
astride a VC line of corrmmications bet-ween the 1¥\T-DICH secret zone 
tD the west of High\tay 2 arrl the MAY TAO secret zone to the east. It 
\laS the fbcal p>int of VC activity in the area for it not only 
pr011 ide1 a rest haven for VC troop:; passi113 throllJh the area, but it 
\laS also the suwly center for transient VC troop:; and Viet O:>ng 
located in nearby base camp areas. The hamlet, which closely 
puallels Highway 2, is bordered by a short str i p of cultivated fields 
arrl rubber arrl coffee planations. Beyorrl this tw:> kilaneter strip the 
pr-imary forest takes over. 

'!hat afternoon, the squadron conmand p>st, together with the 
organic 155nm self-propelled howitzer battery, had moved in to a 
relatively open area to the rorthwest of Sl.o~ 30 hamlet. All teams 
were instrocte1 to pull back fran the primary forest in the eveninJ 
and tD occupy set:arate, but mutually supporting , night defensive 
IX>Sitions. ~ squadroo pr011isional mortar battery (consistinJ of the 
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nine 4. 2 inch mortars fran the three cavalry troop;) \ISS ordered tD 
la~er with northernoost lllit, Tean M. 'Ibis assurEd organic fire 
support to all .fbur night defensive positions. 'learn K was given the 
mission of securirg the squadron ccmnarrl post an:l HCW Battery. 

'Ieam K, oonsistin:~ of its three organic platoons reinforced by a 
tank section arrl a flanethrower, arrivEd at the squadron CP location 
by 1730. It ~~~ent to w::>rk irmiErliately preparing the night laager 
posi tioo. Fields of fire hcrl to be cut 150 meters north an:l east of 
the squadron CP. '1he areas to the ~st and s:>uth ~re relatively open 
rice fields an:l grazirg lard. 
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By 1945, ju;t Frior to darkness, the team's three anbush p:strols 
were briefe1 am rea:ly to depart. Arourrl the perimeter, fields of 
fire had been Frep:tred, and mti-intrusion devices and claymore mines 
were stakEd out. '!be perimeter was further reinforced by the armored 
cavalry assault vehicles (ICAVS) of the 3d platoon fran the regiment's 
attached 919th Ergineer Canpany. A few ACAVS fran the Squadron 
Headq..arters Troop and lD*l Battery completed the rin3 of armor. 

As the squadron CP settled doWl for the night, a total of 27 ACAVS 
and three tanks were on glBrd. Jtmbush pstrols , 700-1000 meters out, 
were in position to the northeast, the south am the west, \!bile 
listenin3 IX>Sts occupied approaches oot oovered by anti-instrusion 
devices. Defensive concentrations ha:i been fired,. arrl the quiet of 
the night w:lS only occasionally interrupted by the h::>witzer and 
provisional mortar batteries. 

'lhe 0100 oormnnications check with the anbush patrols w:lS routine. 
But, a few minutes later ~rd of the eneny sightirg cane fran an 
excited radio operator with anbush patrol tl. He reported that enemy 
contact was imninent. Shortly thereafter, autcinatic weapons fire arrl 
grenade eKplosions were heard to the mrtheast. 'Ihese were followed 
inmediately by violent arrl intense antitank arrl autanatic weapons fire 
against the 'Ieam K perimeter. J!mbush patrol tl not only gave Team K a 
few important secorrls of warnirg, but it als:> prenaturely triggered 
the enemy attack by stopping one of his a:ivancing oolunns. '!he 
ensuirg confusion anorg the enemy ranks in the darkness oost than the 
element of surprise. 

'Ibe buik of the antitank fire came fran too great a ran3e. Wlile 
it causEd sane danage1 arrl casualties, it was oot fully effective. 
'Ibe main enemy effort durin3 the initial attack w:lS directed against 
the northern sector of the perimeter. '!his was followed quickly by 
successive attacks against the eastern and s:>uthern sectors. '!he 
latter tw:> attacks later were fourrl to be secorrlary efforts, designed 
to divert attentior:t fran the main attack. OJtgoing red tracers 
crosse1 widly with the enemy's incanirg green tracers. Based on the 
lJlUSually high density of antitank and automatic weapons fire, the 
enemy confimEd that it was a main force battalion of the 274th VC 
Regiment. 

Wlile Team K was busy fighting off the attack, Team M rep:>rted 
incanirg mortar fire. 'Ibis was apparently designe1 to neutralize the 
Squadron mortars. Despite the heavy incoming fire, the mortarmen 
starte1 W'lat W!S to be a fire mission that ~uld last for CNer an 
hour. 'Ihrou;h::>ut this period, key personnel remained eKp:>sed to call 
out fire illunination in support of Team K. '!his W!S exparrled quickly 
to both high explosive and illunination, with ·the IE concentrated on 
the rt.bber east of the perimeter. After the initial volleys, a yolll'g 
draftee from New York, Sergeant ~bert B. Kennedy, a 
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fonard observer fran 3d 9:Juadron lbwitzer Battery, walked the fire 
throiJJh the coffee plantation am finally throiJJh the open area south 
of the 12rirneter. At the same time, KM Battery started oomterrnortar 
fire to assist Tean M am the mortars. 

'Ihe arrival of an Air FOrce flare-ship at 0135, ro~JJhlY 20 minutes 
after the first contact, allowa:i the mortars to cease illuninatin:J 
missions and to oorx::entrate on defensive fires only. A flare-ship 
stayEd continoousl.y on station, illuninatillJ the battlefield 1.11til 
first light in the morning. 

Shortly after the shock of the enemy's initial burst of fire w:>re 
off, Team K gainErl fire superiority CNer the enany by returnillJ a 
devastating vol une of automatic wea~ns and 90mn cannon fire. 'lhe 
outgoirg fire was S> intense am well directErl that fire superiority 
\laS lost by the enemy, never to be regained. Major David K. D>yle, 
the squadron operations officer, h«.i alertErl all teans at the time of 
the initial oontact, preparing them to reinforce Team K if necessary. 
However, Colonel Cochran did not find 1 t necessary to corruni t 
additional fbrces during the attack. 

'Ihe 11th Armored cavalry Rag iment CP, located in the Bl.ackhorse 
Base Canp about 30 kilaneters to the north, was alerted by a 3d 
Squadron radio message, and wss in a IX>Si tion to observe the firew:>rks 
fran a distance. Regiment imnediately dispatchErl anned helicopters to 
the s::ene and at the same time ~epa red an emergency suwl y of 
Cltlllll1 i t i 00 • 

Minutes later an 11th cavalry light fire team began its attack 
alorg the edge of the perimeter. '!his \laS an extranely hazardous 
assignnent for the gmships for it required a west to east firing 
pass, directly in line of the trajectory of mortar roUI'l:is fallin:J to 
the east of the 12rimeter. 'Ihe helicopter fire team rever faltered, 
arrl after their last pass enany fire decreasErl appreciably. 01 
completing their fire mission, the helicopter pilots jettisoned their 
rocket pods, lan:ie:i within the Team K perimeter, am volmteerErl to 
evacuate the first group of \loOlllded. 

Heroic a:=tion \IBS alS> cxmnonplace within and oo the 'learn K 
perimeter. In the initial volley of fire, the northeast sector had 
been hit severely. Men W1o 'fo.ere knocked fran their rnachinegm 
IX>Sitions oo the ACAVS, either by rocket or recoilless rifle fire, 
staggered back to resl.lne their IDSi tions. If they were too severly 
w:>UI'lJErl, volmteers fran the inner perimeter imnediately replaced 
them. FC.AVS that had ca~JJht on fire 'fo.ere savErl by officers and men 
fran the squadron carman] IX>St am fran Team K who rnCNErl fran vehicle 
to vehicle u;ing Cllything available to extinguish the fires. 
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Al thou;h many vehicles tt.ere damcge:i, mt one wss lost in the 
two-oour actim. In sane cases, on seein;J an adjacent vehicle hit, 
lC.AV canmarxiers movEd tD an exiX>sed IX>Stion tD oover the evacuation of 
the ~un.:lErl. W1en the platoon lecder of the first platoon \IRIS 
wounded, young Sergeant Alfred Pankey, Jr., took charge and 
reorganizEd the defense of the s:>uthem perimeter. 

DJr i03 the action , anbush patrols 12 and i3, as tt.ell as the t~ 
listenin;J IX>Sts, were orderEd to ranain in JX>Sition. Ra:lio contact 
with ambush p:strol U was lost after initial wsrning message just 
prior to contact. A 0210, anbush patrol t3, 800 meters to the south, 
retx>rted that it ~s pinned doW'l by automatic t.~eaiX>ns fire and 
requestEd assistance. 'lbe firin;J aroun.:l the Team K perimeter began to 
slow doW'l. 'lhen a six lCAV force lJlder Second Ueutenant Daniel 
Mullins, the third platoon lecder, mOlTEd out fran the relatively quiet 
western sector of the 12rimeter. 'Ihe force fou;ht its ~y to the 
belea:JurErl patrol 13 an:l back witOOut any casualties. fbwever, the 
eight man tstrol had SJffered three casual ties, one dead and tw:> 
~un.:la:l. 

About 0230, the enemy started a hasty retreat. First Ueutenant 
Craig Farley, the secon:l pl. a ton leader, wss given the mission to 
reestablish contact with the enemy if possible and to find 51\bush 
patrol il. Even tmu;h it pushEd forward vigorously, the platoon made 
no further enemy contact. By 0300 oours. Ueutenant Farley reiX>rted 
fin:lirg the anbush patrol. 

'Iho~..gh heavily outmmbered by the enemy, ambush patrol 11 had 
fo~..ght the VC to a stan:lstill, forcirg than to wi Wraw wi tOOut their 
dead • 'Ihe groll'ld arol.lld the patrol IX>Si tion ~s littered with enemy 
bodies an:l equipnent. fbwever, this patrol hcd paid a heavy price for 
its gallant stand. Of the ten men, the patrol leader arxi three others 
~Nere deed. Five others ~Nere seriously 't.Oun.:lEd. Lieutenant F'arley' s 
force evacuated the patrol tD the 12rimeter and then vollJlteered tD go 
back out to recO\fer the VC bodies an:l equipnent. At 0400, they 
returned cgain tD the 12rimeter with 15 VC bodies and m.merous 
autanatic · weapons aoo documents which helped in determiniD;J the 
enemy' s plans and llli t designation • 

.Ambush patrol 12 to the tt.est \IBS mt affected by the action and 
remainEd in IX>Sition to monitor the open flank. 

At first, \!ben the enemy began to disef¥3a::Je it ~s assumEd he ~s 
wi Wrawirg tD the northtt.est into the primary forest. Tean I \IBS 
committed to plrsue in that direction. Slbsequently, a captured vc 
operations order in:licatErl a wiWrawal route tD the east, across 
Highway 2, into the ~Y -mco secret mne. Prior to 0530, '.leams L and 
M began pursuirg the VC tD the east. After Tean I foun.:l m evidence 
of enemy activity in the area to the rorth~Nest, it ~s conmitted tD 
join in the pursuit toward the ease. COntact was never regainEd. 
fbt.~ever, m.merous blood stained trails tt.ere discovered, together with 
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eight VC bodies that had beeen abandoned near the trails. 
Intelligence reports receive:l shortly after the eJl3aganent iooicated 
that the enemy had evacuated a large m.mber of dead and w:nnded to the 
east. 

Before the first light on 19 June 'learn K had been resupplied with 
cmnunition, all casualties hoo been evacuated am the lllit hoo been 
reorganized to ooj ust for casual ties. 'learn K had suffered ten men 
killed in action am a dozen men seriously \t.UuOOed but v.as reooy for 
further missions. By 0600, with the sun rising, ~Jearn K began a 
detaile:l search of the battlefield. 

'.IWo \..olllded VC were taken rrisoner. A total of 56 enemy dead \\ere 
fouoo aloJl3 with n~.mterous crew-served am individual weapons. 
Captured \\eapons and cmnllli tion confirme:l enemy use of a combination 
of anti tank weap.:>ns in the attack. 'Ihese incllrled 840 rockets and 75 
am SSmn recoilless rifles. kl astolllding anolllt of armtllli tion \<aS 
foum. Als:> recovere:l were 12. 7mn machine:Jli1S, 82nm mortars an:l M79 
grenade lalJlchers. .E.Very individual rifle captured \<aS an automatic 
weap:n, most of than AK47 Chinese-mooe assault rifles. 

Several factors contributed to the defeat of the enemy force. '!he 
frequent moves of the squadron CP am its teans did not allow the 
enemy to · use his cherished thoro~h planning and rehearsal rrior to 
the attack. H:>wever, despite this dra'fo.back, he did relatively well as 
evidenced by the diversionary attack against 'learn M and the secoooary 
probes against the eastern am southern sectors of the Team K 
perimeter. 

Captured wire and CX>IIIIllllications equipnent confirme:l enemy use of 
field telephones durirg the attack. '!he contact of cinbush patrol fl 
with one of the a:ivancing enemy colunns appeared to have ca~ht the 
enany off guaro. '!his caused much confusion am the vc lost the 
precious elanent of suprise. 

The 11th cavalry IeJ iment' s OOP of massing the cavalry troop 
mortars in battery mooe it p.:>ssible for Team K to receive inmediate 
am effective indirect fire support. At the same time, lDW Battery 
\<aS in p.:>sition to shoot COlllter-mortar missions. Re:Jimental support 
by arme:l relicopter fire, resupply and me:lical evacuation \<aS timely 
an:l smoothly execute:l. The u.s. Air Force flare-ship support \<aS 
efficient and effective. 

Last but oot least, the disciplined defense, rapid reaction and 
oourage displayed by the .lmer ican cavalrymen in this action played a 
primary role in the defeat of a n~.mterically superior VC force. 
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ANALYSIS 

A good example of the need fbr armor/cavlry ll'lits tx> be tcoficient 
in local security. Infantry forces will not ahays be available to 
pull night security. Had K troop not established effective security, 
the VC attack \llOuld have causEd devastatirg casualties. 
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CNE IJ\Y'S OOMBAT: LESSeNS LEARNED 

by ftPJ J. F. GALLE 

The slm was already in the sky W'len the five Armored cavalry 
Assault Vehicles (ACAVs) of the third platoon of the infantry 
brigade's separate armored cavalry troop p..tlled out of the friendly 
wire and headed northeast along the gravel road. on the ACAVs sat an 
infantry platoon of twenty-two men fran one of the brigade's organic 

· battalions. The mission of the tiny unnamed force, without a 
designated commander, was to locate an enemy battalion operating to 
the east. 

Behind the force on a steep hill was the infantry battalion 
headquarters, colocated with its direct support artillery battery. 
Ten kilaneters to the mrth on another steep hill was the infantry 
brigade headquarters and the headquarters of the armored cavalry troop 
fran W'lich the cavalry platoon came. overhead in a helicopter was the 
infantry battalion commander and his operations officer and artillery 
liaison officer. 'Itlere was a Forward Air Controller (FAC) in an 
aircraft in the area. 

The tiny colurm moved slowly. It was confined to the road because 
m one knew if the heavily loaded vehicles could swim in the paddies 
on each side. The last vehicle was commanded by the platoon sergeant 
(a German-born E7 with eighteen years of service) of the armored 
cavalry platoon, and his venicle haa a bad transmission, the result of 
overloading. The verbal plan was for the platoon sergeant to continue 
on to headquarters for mail and r~supply, and to go to the dispensary 
- he had skin cancer, which was aggravated by the climate of the 
area. The fourth ACAV also had a bad transmission. 

The crews of the ACAVs numbered four instead of the authorized 
five - the platoon lead~r had a p>licy of sending his men to "the 
rear" after six months of "field" duty. commanding the first ACAV was 
an eighteen-year old buck sergeant (a product of the Fort Benning NCO 
school) and three troopers who, with their platoon leader, had 
carmitted an atrocity a week earlier. 'Ihe six riding infantry, in 
T-shirts and jungle. hats and beads, carrying light packs, three 
hlmdred rolmds of amm.nition, ten hand grenades, four smokes, and 
their rifles, with incense in their cargo pockets, lounged against the 
rear gunshields. ()'l the floor of the ACAV (the seats had been knocked 
out with a sledge on receipt) was a double layer of sandbags, two 
sheets of heavy plywood, and a double layer of amnlmition (sixteen 
thousand rounds), in cans for the machine guns. The engine was 
inaccessible. There were one hundred hand grenades hanging by the 
spoon on wooden cabinets the crew had installed, a dozen bangalores, 
and various shaped charges and ~plosives. 'Ihere were also two ~tra 
machine guns, "canbat lost• earlier. All of this was felt to be 
necessary to survive for two oours after first contact - there was 
never any resupply, and the guns were caning apart. Up front on the 
ACAV, the splash board, with a spare road W'leel bolted on, ·was leaned 
forward and secured with rope scrounged from the Navy, to allow cots, 
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mattresses, water, ice in mermite cans, soda, beer, and rations to be 
stored against the engine access hatch. The engine aoo transmission 
could rot be maintained. All over the K:AV, identification was 
painted black -- it made it difficult for the natives to identify the 
unit when tolls were dlarged for crossing bridges. '!here was always 
charcoal for barbeques, aoo ice. on the splash board was painted, in 
black in six-inch letters, "KILL FOR PEACE". Beneath the slogan, on 
the rope, hung four lon:J black hair falls -- the native wanen had· a 
superstitution about never cutting their hair. 

Atop the secooo ACAV, sittin:J on his protective vest, wearin:J a 
Confederate flag-painted helmet and a Harley-Davidson T-shirt, sat the 

.most decorated man in the brigade. He was a nineteen-year-old 1st 
Lieutenant fran Atlanta, a fot1ner mtorcycle mechanic. His vehicle 
was named (in black) "WARLORD". It was pocked with marks fran RPGs 
a00 fran throwing haoo grenades overboard in anbushes. Just where the 
batteries were installed in the right rear was an RPG hole fran a 
previous engagement, plugged with a piece of wood to keep water out -­
the enemy had chosen the side away fran the fuel cell. over the 
platoon leader 1 s right hip p:>cket was embroidered '\tlARLORD" -- a 
contribution he demaooed aoo got fran a nearby brothel, where he and 
his crew obtained other free services. EVeryone wore name tags on 
their trousers, am had their ID tags in their boots. '\tlarlord I s• 
unshined boots had a peace symbol carved on each toe. In front of him 
was his driver, a young blorn fellow without helmet, protective vest, 
or shirt, and behioo him was the left gunner, a Los Angeles Black in a 
black T-shirt, slave braclets, beads aoo a black beret. There was no 
right g1.11ner - again, the p:>licy. '\tlarlord" had his oonmand radios 
evacuated for repair for over a year. The platoon was authorized 
eight ACAVs, but had only five: pceviously knocked-out K:AVs had rot 
been replaced. There were no spare parts for the guns; but then, 
there were the captured AKs. No one knew the CIA was booby-trapping 
the enemy arrmuni tion. 

The unit pcoceeded north until it started into the muntains, 
where four ACAVs left the road aoo turned south alon:J the foothills, 
while the platoon sergeant proceeded on to troop headquarters. '!he 
infantry lounged on the ACAVs, which forged through high, dense sugar 
cane and deep ravines. '!he rear ACAV broke down after about a half­
hour aoo was taken in tow by the third. The force came down out of 
the foothills onto the flat, dry plain in late mrning, with the 
battalion comnaooer in the air urgin:J them on. They entered a small 
village and their objective - the enemy battalion - fouOO them. 
They received mortar aoo small arms fire, aoo the infantry dismounted 
to get away from the ACAVs -- if there were mrtars, there were RPGs, 
aoo ro one wanted near those big targets. The cavalry assaulted the 
enemy, driving him from the village toward the south against a jungled 
mountain which led to an escape route. 

In the air the battalion commander assessed the situation. He had 
fourn the enemy battalion. He had one platoon fran the same infantry 
company in reserve, and he thought brigade had a cavalry platoon in 
reserve. He requested lift for his reserve, control of the brigade 
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reserve, and anned helicopters. There was no artillery observer with 
the force in contact, but the FAC could talk to the cavalry platoon 
leader, who began calling air strikes on the fleeing enemy. When 
there were no strike aircraft available, the FAC would use his marking 
rockets to smoke the enemy out. The guns on the ACAVs began failing, 
a:> out came the AKs. "Warlord" radioed troop headquarters - he had 
the comuand radio - asking for assistance. While the helicopters 
were warming up to lift the reserve infantry platoon, the armored 
cavalry troop commander assessed his situation. 

He was brand-new to the unit, but had been through two ant>ushes 
with two ACAVs shot from under him in a week. Four days prior, he had 
broken his foot, and was getting by with an oversized boot - cavalry 
COfiiTiand slots were hard to come by, a:> he dared not seek medical aid. 
His vehicle (with its radio gone) was in the motor p:>ol undergoing 
repairs. He had no maps, overlays, or orders, other than a telephone 
message. He had three ~Vs from his first platoon (with a brand-new 
platoon leader) in the m:>tor p:>ol undergoing scheduled maintenance, 
his ACA.V with a crew of two (the driver had been wounded twice, the 
right gunner once, and there was a wooden plug in am REG hole on the 
front slope). He had only a one-band radio. He had his third platoon 
sergeant's vehicle (with a bad transmission) and crew. His second 
platoon (50% strength) was away to the north attached to another 
infantry unit. 

Nonetheless, when asked by brigade if he could roll a platoon, he 
said he could, and proceeded to the motor p:>ol to have his ACAV put 
back together. On the way, he walked through the tents and grabbed 
everyone he could fioo to help - all objected because they were "off 
duty". By noon, a force of five ACAVs was ready to roll, and they 
rolled, followifl3 the third platoon sergeant, who knew where his 
platoon leader was. A mechanic manned the troop conmander' s left gun. 

By 1300, the five ACAVs were within one kilometer of the force in 
contact, when the troop conmander' s vehicle failed - compensating 
idler wheel bearifl3. There had been no oil seals for months aoo the 
seals were packed with grease. The troop conmander left his vehicle 
and limped a half-kilometer to his first platoon leader, where he 
thought he could find a radio to bring his two platoons together, but 
the first platoon sergeant had the first platoon leader's radios. The 
infantry battalion conmander had broken for fuel. 

The res~rve infantry platoon was inserted to join the cavalry 
troop's third platoon, which on the orders of the battalion conmander 
(back in the air) crossed a creek in colunn. The lead vehicle took 
four RPGs. Three of the crew (participants in the atrocity) were 
killed, and the vehicle burned. The third platoon leader took his 
vehicle forward and extracted the three bodies, laying them on the 
floor of his vehicle. He was far forward and in heavy vegetation, 
while the infantry stayed behind in the open, crouching behind rice 
paddy dikes. 

At about ·1400 the troop conmander' s four 
angles to the force in contact. They drove 
were driven back by intense anti-tank fire. 
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mounted a vehicle with inadequate radios, so he dismounted and limped 
to firrl the third platoon leader with the coomand radio. Enroute, he 
encountered the infantry company's second-in-command -- the commander 
was "sick" -- arrl an artillery observer, crouched behim a paddy dike. 
He directed the artillery observer to bring fire to block the enemy, 
woo was fleeirr::J up the mountain, but he was refused -- "the maps 
aren't accurate". When he pointed out that the guns were on a hill 
three kilometers to the rear, they could see the landslurnp through 
which the enemy was running, and they could use direct fire, he was 
met with a shrug. The infantry platoons would not move forward. The 
troop's third platoon leader was bringing in alternating air and 
anned-helicopter strikes, arrl was down to his AK arrl harrl grenades. 
The infantry battalion commander broke for fuel, so the third platoon 
leader was, in effect, in coomarrl of the operation. The troop 
commander limped to the third platoon leader's vehicle to get to his 
lieutenant. The troop commander maneuvered his two units into a right 
angle configuration. The infantry remained well to the rear. The 
armed helicopters arrl F/!C were driven off by anti-aircraft fire and 
the battlefield was silent as the enemy withdrew up the hill. Dark 
was approachirr:;J, so the infantry mounted the ACAVs, which proceeded 
back to the infantry battalion's hill without orders, using hand-held 
illumination rounds -- the artillery had run out of illumiantion. The 
last helicopter left, refusing to wait to carry out the dead, so the 
troopers put their dead in body bags and laid down to sleep beside 
them. The troop commander, after conferring with the infantry 
coomander, walked the remaining three hours until first light, worring 
if his J!CAV would be back to him for the coming day's action. 

ANALYSIS 

The actual unit involved in this account will remain nameless for 
obvious reasons. The tactical lessons from this story are 
overshadowed by the grim account of the unit's situation. 

Combat leadership, or rather the lack of it, is the overwhelming 
lesson here. Such concepts as unit cohesion, command climate, 
maintenance, discipline, arrl integrity did not exist. The action 
itself violated virtually every principle of war, not to mention the 
tactical problems with the artillery, for example. 

A frightening example of how far a unit can deteriorate. 
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CHAPTER 5 

ARAB- I RAELI CONFLICTS I 

SU: T54 100mm 361 SU: T62 115mm 40t 

UK: ··centurion' 'MK3 83.4mm 501 

"TANKS ARE THE QuEEN OF BATTLE," 

-IDF GENERAL OFFICER 
AFTER THE OCTOBER WAR 





'lliE VALL~ OF TEARS 

(An excerpt from FORTRESS 77, by Avigdor Kahalani, reprinted with 
permission from the ll'li ted States Mill tary Jtcademy. Any other use 
requires the permission of the Department of History, USMA.) 

K~ PERSOONEL 

AVIGOOR KAHALANI - Battalion Comnander of 'nlnk Battalion 77, 7th 
Brigade, narrator of story. 

YANOSH- Brigade Commander, 7th Brigade. 

EMI - Company Commander 

YOS - Battalion Commander in the 7th Brigade. 

RATES - Battalion Commander in the 7th Brigade. 

AMNCN - Company Commander 

ZAMIR - Company Commander (TIGER) (Attached) 

EITAN- Executive Officer, 'nlnk Battalion 77. 

GEVA- Company Commander. (Attached) 
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9 OC'roBER 1973 

The last hour of darkness was strangely quiet. QUnetira WaS quiet -­
for all that flames were rising over the buildings. Yos' sector was 
also quiet. By the rays of first light I stooled the ground ahead. 
There was no movement in the town. It seemed the Syrians must have 
laid do\tl'l. the barrage on the assl.ltlption that l"arge forces were 
stationed there. The tank offensive against Yos began at dawn. Sna11 
enemy forces began to move forward. Yos and Ei tan opened fire. 
"I<ahalani , Yanosh here." 
"t-Dve illll\ediately into my area, and hold ready as my reserve." 
"I'm on my way." 
Yanosh' s conmand post was on a hill west of the crossing of the 
QUnetira - fttis'ade and Waset junction roads -- at a place we called 
Yakir-Kirton. Baruchin, the Brigade ~rations Officer, was there 
with three tanks as protection for br'igade HQ.. We employed to the 
east of them. 
"Kahalani, you will serve as second line where you are." 
I didn't understand what Yanosh meant by "second 1 ine". was he 
expecting me to fight the Syrians from these positions? were we going 
to allow them to advance this far? Through the dazzling rays of the 
risin~ sun I could make out the shapes of some of Yos' tanks. He was 
reporting hits on enemy tanks but with the sun in his eyes he couldn't 
really judge the force that 'ISS coming at him. 
"Battalion conmander, may we open ration packs?" 
"Are you crazy? we may move at any minute. stay in firing positions," 
I said with a smile. 
My crew knew me well enough by now, so the answer wasn't l ong in 
coming. 
"we don't want to fight on an empty stomach." 
"We'll find time for it." 
I felt tense and uneasy with Yanosh's instruction to stay here. I 
knew I should be up there next to Yos -- tA1o must have taken heavy 
losses during the night. Rates was deployed between Rermoni t and 
Bukata, but all eyes were on the valley of Tears. .I scanned the 
terrain for a quick route across the road and up to the ridge, knowing 
that sooner or later Yanosh '4«)uld have to send us there. He couldn't 
hold me in reserve for long. 
Suddenly four helicopters -- quickly followed by four more -­
clattered over Yos and doW'\ towards us. Yos' boys and mine scanned the 
fuselages looking for the familiar blue S~r of David. 
"Brigade commander, Yos here. Syrian helicopters overhead ••• " 
The air was fu11 of machinecjun bullets, but it 'ISS useless. 
"Is there a shell in the breech?" I yelled at my crew. 
"Hollow charge." 
For years I'd been thinking of that planes attacking tanks always came 
in at the .right angle for it, and in a straight line till they dropped 
their bombs. 
"Fire a shell at one of them." 
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"A shell?" 
Kilyon was astonished. 
"Yes! ()lick!" 
'lhe barrel elevated as the helicopters came on towards us. We fired 
and waited for the aircraft to disintegrate -- but nothing happened. 
Later I heard that one of the helicopters was hit by a tank over Yos• 
positions and crashed into the valley of Tears. From the discussions 
over the radio, that hit had an incredible nl.lnber of fathers and 
mothers. Meanwhile the remaining seven roared overhead. We saw our 
machinegun bullets ripping into them, but nothing happened. Beyond us 
they split into t~ groups, one continuing west over Kibbutz Merom 
Golan, and the other turning towards waset Junction. 'lhey were 
dropping to land; it had to be bazooka armed infantry teams. 'lhere 
was no one we could send. Now we were in a trap: Syrian tanks up 
front, and the helicopter-borne force astride our supply lines. Yos 
was already down to his last third of fuel and anmunition. It w:lS 
beyond rrrt understanding how the Syrians could keep this up throu:Jh 
four days and three nights. We had received no reserves, and I had no 
idea what was happening on the southern sectqr. Later I ~uld hear 
that reservists were fighting there and pushing back the Syrians - who 
had reacheed as far as Nafa Crossroads. 
I didn • t know how many tanks were with Yos, thou:Jh it couldn • t be more 
than fifteen. I could hear them reporting shortages of anmuni tion. 
Yanosh allowed some of them to come down for refueling and arming, but 
he ~uldn't let me move up. Nevertheless, I instructed Emi to be 
ready for it, ·only to find that he had been listening in to the 
brigade frequency -- a wise thing to do, thou:Jh against standing 
orders. .Yanosh finally came throu:Jh when we were tense almost to the 
point of breaking. 
"Kahalani, Yanos here. fobve out fast!" 
We piou:Jhed our way throu:Jh basalt rocks and weeds to the south road 
travelling fast enou:Jh to throw up clouds of dust into our own eyes 
and nostrils. 'Ibis time Yuval didn't disappont me. ~ held on to the 
road surface. 
Emi wasn • t following yet. I knew he ~uld need a few minutes before 
he could roll , and anYw:lY I didn • t yet know what to expect on Yos • 
sector. 'Dle important thing now was to get there fast, even thou:Jh we 
could see 1 i ttle throu:Jh our dust -- the goggles ~uld only make 
things ~rse. Qi.ce there, I ~uld be able to guide Emi into the best 
place. 
"lbw many tanks have you got?" Yanosh asked -- and I didn't know what 
to answer. With me there were seven, but the Syrians could probably 
hear every ~rd we said. 
"Prepare for substitution - talk report,• I said, ,lowering my voice 
anq resorting to a (ilrase that ~uld seoo any monitors scurrying for 
their ~brew dictionaries -- if they managed to hear it all. 
"I am moving to Yos with forty,"! said - then, after a short pause to 
let it sound natural, I added "Correction. Another has just joined. 
I now have 41 tanks." 
"Fine, • said Yanosh in a calm voice as he played along with the game. 
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"I'm sending you three tanks that have just arr i ved - so you' 11 have 
a very big force. Good luck." 
'lhe conversation lowered the tension, thou:Jh there was no reason why 
it should. 
"Battalion comnander, Elni here. I'm on the road. Where do I come 
in?" 
'lhe distance between us was 500 yards. 
"I'll tell you in few minutes." I answered, then told my crew: "Be 
ready to fire" 
We were now very close to Yos' positions. His tanks were placed at 
random angles. ~· tanks were moving back, apparently to refuel. But 
these weren't the positions overlooking the valley of Tears. '!his was 
plou:Jhed field 300 yards further back. I passed by a damaged tank and 
another that seemed abandoned, and moved into the northern sector 
towards the wadi throt..gh which the Syrians had come on the first 
night. A fifteen foot high wall of stones crossed the field. We 
drove round it. "Hllt," I yelled at Yuval. B:! braked so fast that we 
were all jolted. ~re yards away were three Syrians - tw::> standing 
and one moving - obviously on the hunt for prey. I dived doW'l into 
the turret and grabbed the handle to rotate the gun on to the nearest 
Syrian. 
"Fire QUickly!" 
"What .range?" 
I thot..ght I w::>uld go nuts. We were close enot..gh that we couldn't miss 
and Kilyon was bothering about range. All he could see throt..gh his 
rangefinder was an area of green - and it never dawned on him that 
all he was seeing was one Syrian tank at point blank range. 
"It's unimportant! Fire!" 
'lhe tank rocked as the shell left. Gideon ranmed in another. I 
peered out. 'lhe Syrian wasn't burni~g, but I saw the comnander leap 
clear and understood that he was out of it. I swung the turret round 
to the second enemy. 
"See him?" 
"Yes!" 
'!his time Kilyon was enthusiastic. 
"'!hen fire!" 
Another shell went on its way. A hole opened up in the Syrian turret. 
I looked for the third - which had meanwhile stopped moving - again 
traversed the turret. Beyond him I could see a fourth, coming 
quickly, its gun pointing straigt at us, the barrel opening black and 
ht..ge ••• a T-62. 
"Fire! Fire!" 
"Stoppage," Kil yon responded apologetically. 
'1he empty casing had wedged in the breech. Gideon heaved it cl ear as 
Gidi and I tried to help. I had visions of that menacing T-62 barrel 
and of death. My hands gripped the cupola rim, ready to heave me out 
if necessary. It wasn't. 
Accompanied by the usual noise and 
straight line from us to the Syrian. 
I swung the turret again to face the 
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towards us. Kilyon scored a hit, but the syrian kept coming - till a 
shell from another of our tanks in the neighborhood finished him off. 
I was covered in cold sweat. It all seemed a nightmare. As the 
syrian crews abandoned their tanks and raced for cover, I turned to 
find a good position from which to block the enemy advance. 
I scanned the terrain, looking for the right location and watching for 
any other syrians. Meanwhile, I was listening with half an ear to the 
brigade and battalion radios. There were plenty of conversations with 
forces that I didn't identify, but most of these were shut out of mind 
by some automatic selective hearing that only filtered through my own 
call sign. 
Ei tan came through on the brigade frequency to report that he was 
wagi~ a fire fight to my right. N:)ting that I had come up to the 
line, he switched to battalion frequency and reverted to my comnand. 
Since he was already on the right flank, I turned east and deployed my 
tanks to hold the left. We couldn't see the valley of ntars, and we 
were 300 yards back from the ramps. W'lile I was wondering how best to 
cross the open field, to regain the ramp, a 5yrian tank came up out of 
the wadi. I s~ the turrent and Kilyon fired. Two crewnen ran from 
the burning tank. Seconds later another came up only to be met by 
another of mine. controlling the wadi was going to need better firing 
positions than these - but, as I looked around for a tank that I 
could · easily move to onto higher grol.md facing doW'\ the wadi, I 
realized that I didn't know who was next in line to me and who further 
away. So I did the obvious thing; I moved over to the opening myself. 
From our new spot, comnanding a full view of the gully as it dropped 
to the valley, we hit five syrians in as many minutes. Around me were 
Centurions from a m.mber of differ,ent units. I didn't know that Yos, 
realizing the uselessness of remaining in an APC to face tanks, had 
pulled back. Ei tan was still under pressure, but all in all we were 
now placed to catch every syrian that came up over the ri~e or 
through the w:sdi. 
Whenever a Syrian fired, I found myself watching a strange sight. No 
sooner did the gun eject its projectile than the empty casing shot 
out of an aperature in the side of the turret. I was amazed at the 
speed of the loader/radioman. It \!laS only later that I discovered the 
trick; the T-62 w:ss equipped with an automatic ejector. <ne thing \!laS 

becomi~ clear. This newest monster in the Sovier-syrian arsenal w:ss 
as destroyable as the T-54 and T-55 which proceeded it. 
"Kahalani, brigade here. R!port your situation." 
It w:ss the voice of Shalom, Brigade Signals Officer. 
"We • re on top of it for the moment.. MJre tanks are coming up and the 
artillery is dropping." 
"Kahalani , brigade comnander here. It • s all your doing, believe me. 
My compliments to you and your deputy. I want to know how many have 
been destroyed in your sector." 
"A rough estimate? · Sixty or seventy. If you have any new force that 
could take the forward line and consolidate the success so far, we 
could destroy all of them. We can • t let up for the moment now.• 
I knew that if we could regain the ramps victory would be ours • . But 
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the tanks of my battalion were vulnerable and battered. It needed a 
fresh force to regain the few hundred lost yards. 
"H:>ld on. I'm waiting for reinforcements , then ••• " 
"O<ay. You can relax for the moment. We're alright - and I see that 
more vehicles are joining me." 
"Kahalani I'm making you responsible for the !Nhole sector." 
"'!here's a problem. M:>st of them aren't on my frequency. I can't 
cormtunicate with the collll\anders." 
" I' 11 get them over to you one by one. 'Ihe only one !Nho ~n' t be with 
you is Rates. I'll be pulling him back." 
"()(ay." 
"Brigade conmander, just a moment. Baruchin here. I have ~unded 
that must be evacuated inmediately." 
"Bring them out - even if it has to be on a tank." 
"Ch one of them the tank conmander and loader have been hit." 
"Where are you?" I asked. 
"Among the line. 'lhe damaged tank is forward. 'Ihe line will have to 
move up if someone is to get near." 
"Advance to the damaged vehicle and wave a flag. Others will move up 
to you." 
I was ~rried. 'lhe brigade units were deployed in small groups, each 
on its own radio frequency. I even considered driving along the line, 
signalling that they switch to my frequency. But the Syrians were 
still coming, and I couldn't leave my spot over the wadi, even if only 
a few tanks could actually hear me. I had to -wait for the Brigade 
Signals Officer to do the job for me. '1he traffic on the brigade 
frequency was heavy, and I barely paid attention to it. 'lhen I heard 
Eln calling me, but I was busy on the battalion radio and didn't 
answer. Yanosh came thro~h and took a report from him on a great 
many Syrian tanks ascending the wadi and the lk!rmoni t. ~ sounded 
hoarse, excited and anything but clear. Yanosh asked him to pinpoint 
his position. Elni replied that we were close to lt:!moni t, and that 
there were tanks behind us that didn't seem to know !Nhat to do. ~ 
asked Yanosh to assign them to us to block the Syrians. 
"Rates, Yanosh here." 
"Rates here," came the tired weak answer. 
"Are you to the right of Position Purple 426 ( ~rmoni t) ?" 
"I'm in the area." 
"Spread Qut and move forward. 'lhere are enemy tanks to your front. 
'1he force to your left has reported them. h:lvance." 
"Where to?" 
"Tb the positions in front of you." 
"I'm in the poositions, and there are vehi cles of ours in front of 
me." 
"M:>ve in among them" 
"Alright." 
'Ihe conversation astonished me. I couldn't see Rates' tanks, tho~h 
they weren't far behind. I tried to make contact with my neighbors 
but couldn't. Next to me was a burnt-out Centurion, its skin ripped 
by exploding amuni tion from inside. My o'ttl'l position was good, if 
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dangerous. 'lhrou;~h the opening of the wsdi I could see scores of 
Syrian tanks moving confidently towards us. 'lhey obviously seriously 
intended to pJSh us back, and equally obviously 'Ne had to have our old 
positions on the ramps if 'Ne \lllere to stand. But the others probably 
couldn't see ~t ani sa.w. '1\lrning my head around, I got a sudden 
glimpse of the sight ani had noticed. A 1 ine of tanks on the road 
behind me. I asked Yanosh who they \!ere. 
"Brigade Intelligence here,• Ilan responded, "it's Rates.• 
I relaxed at the sight of his eight tanks rolling in to reinforce us. 
I called Rates and he ans'Nered after a few seconds. 'lhis ...as my 
sector, and he had come to help me. Not only that, I needed him in 
the area where I ...as standing. But I was in a quandary. I had served 
in this man's tank crew when he was a company comnander, and I suppose 
I was still in awe of him. was I to order him or ask him? The last 
thing I could afford was to put his back up now. 'lhe stakes were too 
high. 
"Rates. I would ask you to take the opening to my left and keep an 
eye on it. I'm going on to the ridges to the right that way I would 
be splitting the sector between us." 
"Okay," He ans\lllered slowly. 
I explained carefully ~t I meant, then ....aited for him to seal the 
gap. 
Syrians were still pouring into the wadi, but a little more 
hesitantly. Kilyon watched and waited for opportunities. Suddenly my 
attention was brou;~ht back to the brigade frequency. It was Baruchin. 
"I have to pull back. Wounded man in my tank-and other tank has a 
firing stoppage." 
The Brigade Operations Officer asked him where he was. 
"There are a lot of Syrians where I am. I must get him out. I don't 
want anything to happen to him here.• 
I waited on the edge for Haggai, the Operations officer, to answer. 
FNery tank was important now. 
"FNacuate them quickly to us." 
Brigade signals wanted to talk to me. "I'm trying to get all the 
tanks in the area on to your frequency. A unit has arrived with 
receivers of the old type - so we' 11 have to change your battalion 
wavelength." 
"H:>ld on,• I said, switching the intercom and swinging the turret 
towards a tank that was trying to climb the ramps. 
"Kil yon. Be prepared. ])) you see him?" 
"Where?" 
"Behind the ramp." 
"Yes." 
The gun moved slightly as Kilyon made his last adj~tment, then fired. 
The result was clolrl of dust. 
"You were a iittle in front of him.• 
"Slort. Correcting fire," he confirmed - and the Syrian burst into 
flame. 
That was where 
our positions • 

'Ne should be if we wmted to stop them from occupying 
But it would take courage to get there. First of all 
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an advance_ in full view and head on to the enemy. Secondly, the 
positions were amid burning tanks, theirs and ours. 
"3lalom, hold on a few moments," I told the brigade signaller. 
Changing frequency now was a frightening prospect. Even a few 
seconds without contact might be catastrophe, especially since there 
were too many tanks not on the frequency now. 
"All 'policeman• stations, battalion commander here. Start advancing 
to the ramps. we must hold them because there is a large enemy force 
beyond." 
'lhere were heads sticking out of cupolas down the line, as tank 
commanders looked around for a leader. I tried to identify the 
battalion crews, then noticed that the tanks ~ich had been with Pates 
were pulling back. I waved my arms frantically in an attempt to find 
out ~y, .but the commanders ignored me. I called Rates on the brigade 
frequency, but there was no answer. Ilan, the Brigade Intelligence 
Officer, also took up the cry. ~an while, his tanks were still moving 
back and Syrians ~re still coming on as if we didn't exist. I was 
helpless as far a Pates• tanks were concerned, and t,«>uld soon be for 
the ~ole sector. Without any ability to issue commands, or check on 
implementation, the dense Syrian mass t,«>uld bring us to a breaking 
point. 'lhere was only one thing to do. 
"'Policeman• stations. Don't lose control over your neighbors. 
f<t)ve forward to the ramps! Now!" 
"hnnon here. R:lve tt,«> tanks with me. M\ moving." 
"Elni here. I'm on your left. All my tanks are under control." 
"I<nowll here. Q1. the right flank with tt,«> tanks from last night." 
"Battalion commander here. If there are tanks next to you not on the 
battalion frequency, get them to switch now." 
I hoped that hand signals would do it. Meanwhile I went on calling 
Pates on the brigade frequency and Shalom kept on talking to the 
incoming force, trying to direct them to us. I called him, but he 
didn't stop his conversation with the new boys. Finally I got 
throu:Jh. 
"Shalom, please get on to Rates' frequency. ~ doesn't answer me. 
Try to talk directly to his tank commanders. Tell them that their 
effort must be at the wadi. 'lhe enemy is in there, and Rates • tanks 
aren't in good positions." 
Shalom promised to try. 
Brigade HQ was to my rear. I knew that the staff officers knew my 
situation, but imagined that they couldn't conceive all the problems 
of the sector. It was up to me to restore self-confidence and get 
this motley group into one fighting frame by giving crisp and simple 
orders. I told Elni to use flags to call the tanks around him up to 
the ramps. ~ straightened up in his turret and began to wave flags 
in both hands, but some of the tanks still took no notice. Finally he 
fired a machinegun burst into the ground in front of one them. 'lhe 
commander swung round and took notice. Elni continued to move slowly 
ahead, but when he saw that no one was following, he slid back into 
1 ine. I was in a quandary. Miking a move with those ~o could hear 
me would mean abandoning my present key position. Time was against us. 
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I decided to try Rates again, but Raful was talking to Yanosh on the 
brigade frequency. Something about a support force on the way to us, 
and the fact that Yanosh was already in touch with them. 
"Rates, Rates, Kahalani here.• 
''Kahalani, Slalom here. Rates took a direct hit. We have transferred 
all his force to your frequency. • 
A hot and cold current washed over me, ending a cold sweat. I knew I 
was now the last battalion comnander in the field. 
Rates! Wounded? Dead? I hoped not. 
"Shalom, Kahalani here, over .• 
I couldn't afford to lose him now. 
"No contact with 'egg' force,• I reported using Rates• call sign. 
"Perhaps I should try their frequency?" 
"I got them all a moment ago and have transferred all that can be 
transferred to you. You'll have them in another minute.• 
0/er the battalion frequency I tried again - and got the platoon 
sergeant of Rates• Nllnber Four Platoon, call sign "Constant", ~o told 
me that in his opinion they could all hear me now. 
'lhe sergeant joineQ ani• s next attempt to head for the ramps, then 
volunteered to do the rounds of the tanks that weren• t responding, to 
get them ·over · to my comnand frequency. I liked his willingness and 
courage - and called him over to stand beside me. 
"Sergeant, pay attention. Take the spot where I'm standing and guard 
the opening. Take care of any Syrian that tries to enter the wadi." 
"Sergeant Number Four Platoon here. Alright, but I'm out of 
anrnunition.• 
That annoyed me. 
anrnunition? 

How do you take tanks into action without 

•stay where you are, sergeant.• 
While I was thinking of another solution, I heard Zamir and Slalom on 
the brigade radio. 
"Tiger here,• Zamir identified himself, "I'm only on the right 
flank ••• 
I tried to identify the tanks Zamir was reporting; they were from the 
force that was moving towards us. 
"Kahalani, brigade corrmander here,• came the expected announcement. 
• Tiger here, • Zami r pressed. • Request to move a little to the right 
to take the controlling ridge. 
He meant the Buster. 
"Negative! Negative! Stay ~ere you are! Kahalani, Yanosh here, 
announcement. • 
"Kahalani here." 
• Pay attention. 'lhere' s an attack on tiger an the right flank. 
Assist immediately.• 
• I want to climb the right ridge", Zami r said. 
"W'lo is that?" 
Yanosh waited for an answer then continued. 
"Tiger, brigade conmander here. Repeat - What's the problem?" 
Still no answer. 
"Kahalani here. Confirm. It's only a pity that the tanks that have 
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joined me didn't make contact. I can't control them, and they're 
moving back all the time." 
'!hat point made, I started to look for Zamir-."Tiger, battalion 
corcmander here •••• " 
"Tiger, Tiger, Kahalani is calling you." Yanosh joined in. 
"Tiger, Tiger, battalion corcmander here •••• " 
"Tiger, brigade corcmander here. Pel announcement." 
Yanosh sounded hoarse and very tired. 
"•riger, brigade here." 
'!his time it was 9'lalom calling. 
"Kahalani, brigade comnander here," Yanosh said slowly as though 
realizing the full import of his message. "Tiger doesn't answer. He's 
under heavy pressure." 
"Allright, I'll send one of my officers." 1 
Oie more problem to add to a growing list. 91ells were still raining 
down, looking for targets. hnnon had lost his traversing mechanism, 
and was now aiming by ordering his driver to turn 

1

1eft and right. A 
shell hit the turret, but Amnon didn't feel it -- until his 
loader/radioman flopped down inside the tank. 'Ihe shell, a hollow 
charge, had scored a direct hit on Avi Sandler. Amnon's gunner 
vomited. Amnon decided to evacuate the tank and crew. His small 
force now remained without an officer of com~ny rank. Second 
Lieutenant Noah Timienker took over. 
"Deputy battalion corrmander, Emi 's Nunber 'Ihree1 Platoon comnander 

I 

here." 
'Ihe voice was urgent, and platoon commanders didn' b usually burst into 
the radio net-- so I listened, even though my tan~ was firing. 
"Deputy bat tal ion commander here." I 
"'!he battalion commander is dead!" 
'!here was silence on the battalion radios. Ei tan didn't acknowledge 
the message. I was too busy controlling our fire to do more than hear 
any reactions. Once our shells were away, I turned to the radio. 
"'Ihis is the battalion commander. I'm alive. They don't kill me that 
quickly." 
"Eitan here. '!hat's a stone off my heart." 
Ofer Tavori, Emi 's Nunber three, was in firing position when Major 
Yona was hit. Yona had stayed with Emi in charge of a single vehicle, 
even though I had promised him comnand over a force. He fought like a 
lion -- till he was hit in the face. Ofer transferred to his own tank 
and headed to the rear while calling for Dr. Alex. '!he doctor met him 
halfway and transferred the wounded major into a personnel carrier. 
While the medical team went to work · on Yona' s smashed jaw and 
breathing problems, Ofer moved back into the line. Working under 
terrific pressure and tension, Alex performed a tracheotomy. Every 
second now counted. Yona had stopped breathing. '!here were all the 
signs of advanced suffocation. The cut was made, the tube slid with 
difficulty into Yona's windpipe, and - to the relief of the team -
the whistle of air reported that the operation was a success. All 
that remained now was to stitch the cut and evacuate the patient. 
Alex climbed to his feet with shaking hands, suddenly aware of the 
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shells falling all around. 
A tank ground to a halt next to the APC and somebody yelled "the 
battalion commander's dead!" Agmon leapt on board and peered down the 
turret. 
"He's not ours." 
It was Rates. 
Yanosh was frantically looking for reinforcement for me. Ell Geva•s 
company was refuelling and rearming. Yanosh ordered Eli to move fast, 
but Eli reported that he hadn't finished refuelling. 
"'!bat's unimportant! Go to Kahalanl · lrrmedlatelyl" 
Yanosh was already talking to another force, sent up by Raful, though 
I couldn't identify ~ they were. Since Zamir \lt'asn•t answering I 
ordered Emi's force to shift to the right and reinforce Zamir's 
sector. I had decided to wait no longer. We must have those 
positions on the ramps. 
"Sergeant 'Matmid' Four," I called. 
"Sergeant Four here." 
"I know your situation. Stay 'ftlere you are and keep control of the 
\lt'adi. Don't let one of them through. Clear?". 
"Sergeant Four here. I remind you that there is no ••• " 
I slarrmed doW'l hard on the co111tlunications override button. I didn't 
\lt'ant the Syrians to hear that tanks of ours were without anmunition. 
"I know. Stand high up where they can see you. 'lllat will keep them 
out." 
I was ordering the impossible task, but I had no choice. The sergeant 
stayed where he was. I pulled out of the 1 ine to the rear and swung 
to the right. As we moved I scanned the area behind, looking for a 
sui table static 1 ine in case we needed to pull back in a hurry. I 
knew we mustn't give up the high ground, and the withdra\181 could turn 
into. flight in seconds, and I was shak~ng at the very thought of 
seeking a rear line. I told myself that I wouldn't let it happen. If 
we lost the high ground, they could pick us off like flies. But then 
how could we keep on repelling them. That \ISS a question to which I 
still had no answer. 
"Policeman stations, battalion commander here. All those who hear me 
- raise a pennant." 
Of the ten tanks in my inmediate neighborhood, most acknowledged my 
call. 
"Allright. We must have those positions ahead of us. Otherwise •••• " 
A plane zoomed low overhead and dropped its bombs behind us. I shot 
down into the turret, then peered out as a second came over to drop 
its load. In astonistlnent I caught a glimpse of the markings. As if 
we didn't have enough troubles already ••• switching to the brigade 
radio, I shouted. "Brigade commander, Kahal a1;1i here.. Brigade 
corrrnander ••• The Air Force is attacking us." 
"I read you," Yanosh acknowledged, then went on talking on the· brigade 
frequency, as if expecting division to hear. 
"Raful, Raful, Yanosh here. Raful, Yanosh here. The Air force is 
attacking us. They must be stopped inmediately. <Ner." 
"Raful here. I'm stopping them." 
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Anonymous voices went to ~rk on the radio. '!here were a few moments 
of dispair, as I ~ered how I could keep up with this situation, 
then ••• 
"'Policeman' stations. Battalion comnander here. '!here's a large 
enemy force behind the ramps. ~ will move forward with the intent 
of occupying the positions to our front. Fbll them." I began to move 
slowly, looking around to see wno was joining me. I waved at a few 
tanks and they began to move, but agonizingly slowly. SJddenl y tYA:> 
Syrians appeared on the ramps, seeking targets. We stopped and I 
grabbed the traversing controls and gave Kilyon a target. It w:ts a 
terrible moment: we were completely exposed to the enemy and waiting 
for his shells, but the guns weren't pointing at us. Kilyon f i red, as 
did others. I could understand my tank comnanders. 'lb reach those 
position· we had to cross open ground. From my previous spot above the 
wadi, I hadn't really appreciated how dangerous it was. Still, I w:ts 
blessed with an excellent crew. Kilyon, for all his size, was fast 
and capable of correcting his O\lili fire. Gideon loaded at a blistering 
rate, Gidi could almost read my thou;Jhts before they were spoken. 
Yuval, ~o had improved considerably, handled the tank as if he was 
driving a small car. "Battalion commander, ' Tiger' here. , '!hat w:ts a 
relief, but the brigade communications officer beat me to it. 
"At last." 
"I have three tanks in position, but I'm almost out of ammuni tion," 
he said. 
"Another quarter of an hour." 
"I don't know if we'll hold fifteen minutes." 
"All brigade stations," Jackie's voice broke in," evacuation of 
~unded to ammunition depot. ~peat, evacuation to ammunition 
depot." 
~anwnile I had given up the attempt to regain the forward posi tions. 
en the brigade frequency, I could hear Yanosh briefing the comnander 
of the force that w:ts to help me. '!hen Paful told Yanosh that a 
battalion-strength Syrian force was grouping on "hnerica" axis to 
advance in our direction, then asked wnether Yanosh knew anything 
about Syrian tanks on the Hermoni t. 'lhe brigade comnander didn' t 
believe it. 'lhat ·w:ts all I needed- enemy tanks firing down on us. 
Yanosh replied that he didn't know, nor did he believe it. 
"Kahalani, Yanosh here. ~port situation." 
"Air Force attacked me - that you know. I want to advance, but have 
a serious problem with the crews that aren't on my frequency. I want 
to move them forward, but can't control them. I've tried flags, but 
they advance then retire." 
"I'm putting the brigade comnander of 'TOffee' on your tank." 
Yanosh cou:Jhed, then continued. 
"Do you understand?" 
'!he brigade comnander on 'TOffee' frequency, at least before the war, 
had been Ben Sloham. I didn't understand what he could be doing here 
~en there were problems on the southern sector. was it possible that 
he had been attached to our brigade? 
"Please repeat." 
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"I'm putting the brigade COI'IIDander of ''lbffee' in on 'Kirton• axis. 
Is that clear?" 
But the voice answering "toffee" wasn• t Ben Sloham. Never mind. I 
would work the details out later. 
"MJrning P1ysical training,• Yanosh said not that I had the 
faintest idea what he meant. 
'lhe brigade frequency was full of orders and reports to and from 
Yanosh. Zamir said he couldn't hold on; tanks were approaching from 
the eastern slopes of the Buster. Yanosh, worried, asked for details. 
I didn • t understand what "Tiger" \1118S afraid of. After all he was part 
of my force - I felt we could hold. Perhaps he was under pressure 
from tanks that I couldn't see--or fire at? Unclear as it may be, I 
had faith in Zamir. He was a good officer. Yanosh prodded the 
"toffee" brigade commander to move into position facing the valley of 
Tears, on the right flank. Zamir w:ts still radioing to brigade about 
the oncoming force, though with no details of range. He was beg inning 
to annoy me. 'lhe brigade conmander had more important things to do. 
Still the presence of a new foree w:ts some encouragement. I knew 
that, with him, we would push the enemy back. 
"Kahalani, brigade conmander here. H:lve you got colored smoke?" 
"Affirmati've." 
"Be ready to use for Air Force." 
'lhat w:ts better. I thought of making a fresh attempt to reach the 
ramps, but the radio traffic w:ts too heavy to allow me to concentrate 
on it right now. 
"Kahalani. Air Force coming in within thirty seconds. Wlere do you 
think the biggest concentration is?" 
Yanosh w:ts going to try and direct them. From where I was, a mere 
three hundred yards from the valley of Tears, I couldn't see down. I 
could remember the lie of the land, and it w:ts hardly likely that the 
Syrians could put any sizable force up the slopes to the ramps. 
"Kahalani here. I'm not in position right now. 'lhey•re coming up 
three or four at a time - getting their's as they reach the top line. 
I emphasized the Syrian vulnerability, though I knew I wasn't 
answering Yanosh's question. 
"Wlat's their strength?" 
•can•t say ••• Fire at himl Fire!" 
'lhe last w:ts to Kilyon. His round struck straight and true, and I saw 
the Syrian crew j lJIIP out and run. 
"Kahalani here. I repeat. I can • t say how strong they are, since I •m 
on flat ground too far back from the slope - but we are waitlng for 
them as they come up. • 
"ll'lderstood. I'm checking the possibility of sending you an orgctnized 
unit. H:>ld on ••• Geva, Geva brigade conmander here, over. •. Geva, 
brigade commander here." 
"Geva here." 
"'Are you ready?" 
"Beginning to move. Am holding a moment to get them all on my 
frequency." 
"I read you.• 
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"Brigade commander, Baruchin here.• 
"Go ahead." 
"I'm next to 'Tiger'. Need reinforcement here, urgently!" 
"I'm reinforcing with 'TOffee'." 
The news that Geva was coming up with a company, and that 
reinforcement from "TOffee" was already in the area, encouraged all of 
us. Just a little longer to hold on till the new force arrived. I 
was scared that we t;«)Uld run out of amnuni tion, and I didn't know how 
many shells Eitan and Elni had left. 
"Brigade commander here." 
"led 1 ine. Can't hold any longer. J!hemy pressing hard from the 
valley. ()1e of mine destroyed, and I must evacuate in tow.• 
"O<ay. r:o you identify force coming towards you?" 
"Affirmative. warn him not to fire at us. We've got no amnunition.• 
"The brigade commander of 'TOffee' is calling you on my frequency. 
Guide him into position." 
zamir talked to 'TOffee', but they didn't trderstand each other. The 
ne~omer, not wanting to approach the positions the wrong way, began 
tO lOSe hiS temper • Zami r 1 ObviOUS} Y drawing 00 the laSt Of hiS 
strength, didn't resporxi to the angry conments but continued to 
describe the enemy location. Yair, who was down by Postiion Seven on 
"hnerica" axis and could see the enemy entering the valley, broke into 
the conversation and gave directions to the incoming cOmmander. 
Meanwhile Geva on his way to me, made contact and came under my 
command. Seeing the dust of his tanks not far behind us, I decided 
that this was the turning point; now we must head for the forward line 
on the ramps. 
Worried that they t;«)uldp' t all hear me, I looked for a new way to 
attract the attention of all the tanks. Time was against us. '1he 
Syrians could come up - and we were unable to hit them. Withdrawal 
was unthinkable, as was the idea that I couldn't get our tanks up to 
the prepared positions on the ramps. 
"'Policeman' stations, battalion comnander speaking. Just look at 
their courage as they come up to the positions facing us. I don't 
understand what's happening to us. After all they're only Arabs, and 
we are stronger than them. Now, start to move forward and straighten 
the line on me. I'm waving a pennant. ftlvel" I bad spoken quietly 
except for the last ';«)rd. It was as if a spring had suddenly 
uncoiled. . They were moving, some fast, some slowly - but they were 
moving 1 Yuval pressed down on the accelerator and I found- myself up 
ahead of the line. We slowed do\111'1 to let them roll into place 
alongside. 
"Don't stop! Don • t stop! Keep moving 1 Keep moving 1" 
A Syrian came ~ to my right. I ordered Yuval to stop. Before I 
could swing the . turret, a tank next to mine had taken care of the 
problem. I felt ~erful. The whole 1 ine was at long last moving 
towards the ramps. Now I was praying that we would get there. With 
that 1 ine - we t;«)uld win. Nobody would move us from there. 'lhey 
rolled, slowly and hesitantly, but none of them stopped. Fifty more 
yards to go - and we would have the high ground, from which we could 
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destroy everything that moved on the •vale of Tears. • 
"You're doing nicely. Don't stop. Keep moving. Be ready to fire.• 
Hands raised in turrets acknowledged my message. All I could see were 
the heads of tank coornanders. 'lhey were scared. We were all scared 
- but there was no other way. Slowly I edged up into a comnanding 
position and looked down into the valley. 'lb my left was a burnt out 
Centurion - there since morning. Not far off were some Syrians that 
had reached the ramp only to be hit. Down below, the tanks we hit on 
SUnday were still in their places, and scores of others were moving 
throu:Jh them towards us. 'lhe ranges were short - very short. Some of 
them were only yards from the ramps, and - given a few seconds -
more \t<IOuld be on top. I guided Kilyon in on one of them, and he 
squeezed the trigger. All around, tanks were beginning to fire like 
animals bearing in on their prey. Behind us guns were also firing, 
and for a moment I was scared that we 'NOuld be hit by one of our own. 
The hail of our shells restored confidence. Each tank commander chose 
a position, moved into it, and began to pick off Syrians. It was as 
if the gunners were settling all the scores since midday on the Day of 
Atonement. Syrian vehicles were burning, their crews scuttling back 
out of the field of fire. We payed no attention to them. The ·tanks 
were more important. Few were the Syrian guns that answered us. 
Taken completely by surprise, the Syrian armor raced for shelter - and 
there was none. We knew we had 'NOn. We had the high ground once 
more, and they were burning in the valley. 

ANALYSIS 

This is an excellent example of combat leadership and · the 
difficulty of conmunications in heavy combat environment. E>.ren 
wi th~ut any interference or janming, COL l.(ahalani almost lost control 
of his subelements at a critical point in the battle. It also seems 
difficult to imagine that COL ICahalani is a battalion coornander, 
judging from the amount of actual fighting he conducts. The 
importance of coordination is pointed out by the fact that the Israeli 
Air Force, perhaps the best trained in the 'NOrld at that time, 
accidently bombed them. Yet in spite of m.merous difficulties and the 
enormous pressure from the Syrians, the small unit leaders remained 
calm and held their ground. 
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DECISION IN SINAI 

By Lt Col Mlshe R:>se as told to Brig Gen s. L.A. Marshall 

D-Day for my brigade WlS 29 ~tober and for the one battalion 
which WlS to be air-dropped, H-H:>ur WlS 1700. Dark ~uld fall 15 
minutes later. 

My mission WlS to capture and hold the Mi tla Pass and the 
crossroads at Nakhi; thereafter to keep open the Runtllia-'Ihemed­
Nakhl-Mitla aixs, for the passage of troops. 

Just ·one hour before the airborne battalion dropped, at 1600, the 
advance guard of my main colli'Rn \es to cross the frontier into 
B]yptian Sinai • 

Besides the infantry battalion and its organic equipnent, the 
Mitla Pass drop ~uld inclooe four anti-tank guns, t~ 12omn mortars 
and 8 jeepS for reconnaissance. 

We formed as a brigade of 4 battalions with one battalion of 
artillery, using 25-pounders, and one battalion of heavy mortars. '!\«) 

halftrack companies were attached · to carry the infantry. Also with 
the overland colll'lln were one light tank company using French AMXs, a 
surgical team, an air-strip team, three forWlrd radio teams for 
dealing with the air force and t~ Piper CUbs. 

For support we had one supply-dropping unit, a sq.~adron of 
oakotas. fighter squadrons were supposed to protect us when needed, 
but we were told their availability ~uld not be constant. 

From Israel's frontier to Mitla Pass, where the link-up WlS to 
take place, the road distance is 156 miles. But all of these are hard 
miles and much of the WlY there is no road. 'Ihe only pavement in the 
area runs between Mitla and suez. 

I estimated we could travel that distance in 24 hours. It was an 
excessively hopeful calculation. 

Mitla Pass, proper, is no place for an airdrop. It is a narrow 
defile between ranges, the peaks of which run to 870 meters. Its 
clifflike sides are but 50 to 80 meters apart. So the dropped 
bat tal ion \eS to land 15 miles to the eastward at a place called 
Colonel Parker • s Memorial. With it ~uld be dropped enou;,h \eter, 
food and arrmuni tion to stay the force 24 hours. 'lbree days later, 
with time for the marking of the ozs, supporting weapons ~uld be 
dropped, with basic supply for another 24 hours. 

About enemy strength, we ass lined these things: 'lbere \eS one 
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El;Jyptian brigade in Sbal ufa, near Slez, west of the canal. 

At Nakhl - the supply base for southwest Sinai - we expected to 
find a battalion headquarters and 2 companies of infantry. 

~rth\erd, on the road to Bir Hasne, \es a company position. 
South of Nakhl \eS another company position. Between the two \eS a 
vehicle park. We counted 50 vehicles in it, reading the air P1oto. 

At Kuntilla the enemy had one infantry platoon. In positions on 
the fortified cliffs above 'lhemed were 2 more companies. 'ttleir park 
contained 30 vehicles. Flanking the road, after it passed throu;,h a 
notch in the cliff \ell 8 miles west of 'ttlemed, the positions ran to a 
depth of 2,000 yards. All of these perimeters were doubly fenced with 
barbed wire, ~ich meant that they were mined. 

Within '1hemed village itself \eS another enemy platoon. 'lhemed 
lies 50 miles beyond Israel's frontier. ftt)re than the fortified 
positions there and the firepower to defend them, the dominant terrain 
feature west of 'lhemed made it a formidable obstacle. 'lhere the great 
wadi is walled by a north-south running cliff which cannot be out­
flanked. 'lhe fortified notch is the only pass throu;,h and one must go 
at it head on. 

Kuntilla is only 8 miles from the border, thou;,h from Kuntilla to 
the closest road in Israel is about 35 miles. 'lhe area between is 
either sandhill or \edi. Old caravan tracks cut across it but they 
have not been used for military p.trposes since WWI. 'lhe passage of a 
few vehicles will break down such support as these tracks momentarily 
afford. With difficulty, trucks can get throu;,h the sandhills, but 
can • t take the \edis under their own power. 

'lhemed itself is in a \edi and from there the track stays in the 
\edi most of the \eY to Kuntilla. Between Israel's border and 
Kuntilla there is neither road nor track. 

'lhese natural considerations bore on how my force \eS organized. 
I heavily weighted the advance guard, p.ttting in it ·one infantry 
bat tal ion mounted on hal £tracks, 2 platoons of artillery. 'lhe main 
body \eS to be organized also as a combat team, thou;,h with less 
strength. 

I proposed to take Kuntilla and 'lhemed with my advance guard. 
After that, it would bypass Nakhl and go on to Parker • s M:>mment as 
fast as possible. 'lhe combat team of the main body, after capturing 
Nakhl, would hold it, sending one company back to garrison 'lhemed. 
All else in the collltln \eS to close up on the advance guard, if 
possible, and help establish the brigade position east of Mitla. 

So much for the general plan. My brigade, minus the battalion 
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which was to go airborne, was supposed to be concentrated in Ein­
Hotsev by 1700 on 28 october, 24 hours before I said "go." 

For the movement to the border, we would have 60 miles of fair 
road, and beyond that 40 miles of track, or of b~.~nping over unmarked 
desert, before we could hit anything. 

I reckoned we could start the march w1 thin Israel at about 0300 on 
29 october. ruring the night we could just barge ahead in closed 
column. 'lhere would be no chance for concealment in any case, as the 
country is shrubless and wide open. However, 10 miles east of the 
border was a formation which would give the brigade partial cover. we 
could refuel there and then make the final plunge in daylight. 'Ibis 
last stage of the march wss certain to be a trial. But I figured that 
with towing and winching, we could maintain the schedule. 

Nothing went quite as planned. By dark on 28 OCtober most of the 
brigade was present at Ein-Hotsev. But some of our 6X6S hadn't shoW'\ 
in time for the scheduled departure. Of that came the first delay. 
At 0700 I decided to wait no longer, and to mount one battalion on 
such civilian lorries as we could scrape together. 'Ihe rest of the 
brigade was upon halftracks and the proper trucks -- well, not quite. 
I had to leave the battery of AA behind for lack of vehicles. O'l.e 
platoon of engineers was also pared off, for the same reason. In an 
inspired moment, I decided that I'd take along the engineer's bull­
dozer, anyhow. 

So we started in broad daylight. lgain changing plan, we refueled 
while on the main road, 50 miles from the border. By doing it on the 
run, where the roadway was still smooth, we saved maybe 2 hours. By 
the passage of time, we had lost our last chance ·for · a pause during 
the tNOrst part· of the journey. we crossed the border at 1600 and at 
1700 we hit Kuntilla. 

'Ibis was the target - a village extending about 400 yards over 
the flat top of a conspicuous mesa which rose sharpsided 450 feet 
above the surrounding desert. At either end of the village, covering 
the one road, was a rock~walled watchtower with fire-slotted sides. 
Next to the mesa, on the north side, is a Bedouin well by which the 
village survives. 

O'l.e reconnoitering Piper Cub reported to me, we awroached, that 
the B:Jyptians were running to man the towers and the nearby trenches. 
My people didn't stop to see. Vehicles leading the advance guard 
whipped around the hill and moved straight in against the most west­
ward tower, to get the setting sun at their backs. 'lhe AMXs went 
first, firing on the move, and the halftracks followed close behind. 
we lost one man tNOunded. O'l.e jeep and 2 halftracks were disabled by 
mines. 
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But by this time, as dark came down, I had also lost the main body. 
For the time being I did not know 'tiny it had fallen behind - later I 
learned. '1he sand had proven too deep. FNery artillery piece had 
become stuck and all but one mortar truck. 'I\«> tanks and 3 halftracks 
were also cat.ght. Both tankers - one for the tanks and the other for 
the halftracks - were in that same situation. 

1b sum up, 50 vehicles could no longer move, and those which were 
still free could not get past the block. Night found me with an im­
mobilized brigade str1..1119 out an unknown distance behind me. I didn't 
know 'tinere my most important vehicles were or how to find out . 

Some inkling of the situation came to me ·by radio from the 
artillery coomander. I told him to take over the job of freeing the 
stalled vehicles and closing the gap. Junior leaders were already at 
~rk. 'D'ley had unloaded the one bulldozer and were using it to pull 
other machines out of the deep sand. 

At the same time I asked for an airdrop of fuel for the tanks and 
of spare tracks for the vehicles which had thrown theirs in the Sand. 
I told higher headquarters: "I will designate the DZ later." 

My decision had already been made to press on against Themed with 
'tinat I had, since that ~uld be our point of greatest vulnerability 
and I did not want it reinforced. 

At 2300, one lorry loaded with tank fuel, pulled by a halftrack, 
got up to Kuntilla. By then I had the greater part of the advance 
guard, the brigade HQ and most of a second infantry battalion at hand 
and under control. I decided to move and to leave it to the others to 
extricate themselves and follow me. 

At 0345 on 30 Ck:tober we pulled into Themed. The entrenched enemy 
platoon fired as we barreled throt.gh. We returned fire but didn • t 
stop. 

At 0400 I ordered the advance guard commander to take position on 
the high cliff beyond Themed without waiting for artillery support. 
He was to wait Lli.til 0545 for the rising sun - that ~uld blind the 
enemy along the cliff. 'lhat was the best I could do, lacking the 
weapons for supporting fires. Since it ~uld have to be a drive 
straight up the notch in the cliffside, he ~uld have to lead with 
armor. 

EKcept for armor and infantry, the rest of the force was told to 
disperse, dig in, conceal vehicles if possible and be prepared· for an 
airstrike. Also, via the Piper QJb relay, I was hearing from the 
commander of the dropped battalion that he was on target, with 13 men 
injured in the drop. His resupply had come in. He said he had shot 
up numerous enemy vehicles and captured a water tanker •. 
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~ first light broke, I knew there was no chance for a major 
surprise. Atop the cliff the enemy already knew ~~~~e ~~~~ere coming. O.Jr 
van was still 1,800 yards or so from their forward pits on the 
skyline. 'Ihey ~~~~ere already firing their machine guns and mortars, 
though at that range they couldn't hurt us. 

I decided to try to mystify them with the novelty of the attack. 
'Ibis was the plan rigged on the spur of the moment: the half tracks 
followed by the tanks ~uld ride along the road until the "bullet 
swarm" really thickened. 'Ihen our vehicles ~uld deploy astride the 
road with the armor to the right. 'Ihe tanks ~uld concentrate their 
gunfire on the enemy pits of . the opposite flank; that way, because of 
the perspective, they had a better chance of hitting pay targets. 
'Ihen they (the tanks) ~uld dash to within about 350 yards of the 
minefields covering the enemy front. '!here they ~uld lay a smoke­
screen, dropping smoke canisters just in front of their OW'l hulls. 
'!hat done, they ~uld drop back just a few yards to get maneuver room, 
then converge on the road and charge upward through the notch in 
column, fi~ing to both flanks as they came up the crest. I felt sure 
that the road itself was not mined and I proposed to move by that 
avenue. 

~ ~~~~ere still one mile away from the cliff when . • so-caliber 
machine gun fire began bouncing off our metal. Still, the force 
deployed, fired, smoked, regathered and charged exactly as planned. 
When the AMXs topped the rise and charged past the big enemy perimeter 
on the left, not pausing to give it searching fire, the whole enemy 
position from front to rear -- I mean all parcels of fortified ground 
- fell apart. In that charge, ~~~~e lost 3 dead and 6 ~unded; one 
hal ftrack was disabled by a mine. Otherwise, ~~~~e remained sound. 'Ihe 
enemy lost 50 killed, 15 prisoners and 11 lightly ~unded. 'Ihe others 
ran away and ~~~~e did not try to pursue. 

Having captured the big obstacle, the advance guard spent the next 
hour evacuating the ~unded to 'Ihemed village. ~ that hour closed, 6 
MiGs came over. 'lbey strafed and ·bombed us in pairs, making 3 passes. 
We lost 6 more men ~unded. 

My artillery was still missing. I took a good look at the men of 
the advance guard; most of them seemed to be drooping. Still, I 
decided that ~~~~e ~~~~ere strong enough to go on and take Hakhl. N:> ~rd 
had come that the dropped battalion was in any real danger and I was 
now s~~~~eating less. But it seemed wisest to "hit the road" as soon as 
I could complete my arrangements -- they were considerable. 

At 'Ihemed the advance guard had set up an air strip. 01 the road 
to 'Iheined, at about 2300, I had asked that the air resupply be brought 
in soon after first light. We got it at 0700. Already we were using 
the air strip to evacuate our ~unded in the Piper CUbs. 
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'lhen I took a second look at rcrt force. we were having to refuel. 
'lhe men went about this work haltingly and had to spell one another . 
often. I decided we had to have a brief rest wile waiting for some 
of the others to catch ~. Right after I gave that order, a Piper OJb 
reported to me that the field artillery battalion and the lorried 
infantry were already on the road, just leaving Kuntilla. 'lhat meant 
they were 3 hours away. SO we would wait for them. 

By 1100 the camp seemed to be freshening. 'lhen the MiGs came at 
us again and 6 more men were hit; by radio I learned that our oWl air 
force would be ready to protect us after 1300 hours. 'lhen a Piper, 
which I had sent to look over the scene at Parker's Memorial, returned 
with the message: •we are being shelled by heavy mortars and have 
taken 2 air strikes.• It has the postscript that the strike had 
demolished the dropped battalion's only Piper while evacuating 
wounded. I got yet another message from rcrt o~ Piper: •'lhere is 
evidence of an enemy advance from 9.lez. • so once again I changed rcrt 
mind. To wait was impossible. 

'lhe advance was ordered at 1200. we began rolling at exactly 
1245. NoW the road was much better. As we sped along, we had 
frequent encounters with enemy half tracks and armed trucks - we 
finished them without stoping. It was SO miles to Nakhl. By 1630 we 
were within machine gun range of it. 

I had asked our high command to ready an air strike for Nakhl as 
we approached. By sheer chance, the air arrived . above us just as we 
sighted the mud huts. 'lholl:}h the evening was not really cloudy, there 
was a thick overcast and the sky already was darkening. I was on the 
radio talking to the jets. 'lhe commander said: •we can't see Nakhl 
and can hardly see you. • I realized nothing could be done about it. 
Between the overcast and the blending of the mud houses with the 
desert flat, our target had become invisible from above. 'lhere was no 
use wssting gas in vain orbiting, so I told the air cOitiMnder: 
•eontact the force at parker's Memorial and get mission to interdict 
enemy movement from 9.lez. • 'lhey were less than 10 minutes from the 
dropped battalion -- I was still 4 hours away. 

'lhis switch may sound foolish, since dark was falling fast. But 
it was a question of topograFby. At Nakhl everything looked the same 
from the air·. Between 9.lez and Mi tla Pass, the road was a slot 
between hills and couldn't be missed. 

'1\«) minutes were lost in making this decision. we were still 
1,500 yards from Nakhl. I issued my order to the battalion conmander 
and he passed it to the companies: •ae ready to attack in 15 
minutes.• 

Inmediately, a very helpful thing happened; while we drew breath, 
at least one battery from our lost artillery battalion caught up with 
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us. We got the guns laid with 8 minutes to go and they opened fire. 
As the first round ~nt off, another battery arrived. It opened fire 
with 5 minutes to go. Between them, they bracketed the town, hitting 
into the fortifications at both ends of it. 

At 1645 ~ began "galloping" straight in. In the force ~re 2 
infantry companies on halftracks, one on lorries and one platoon of 
AMXs. ISlf of the tanks and one rifle company were to go against the 
position at the far end of the village. 'lhe lorried company was to 
ride 750 yards, then dismount and attack the nearest position on foot. 
'lhe others ~re to stand by. 

It w:>uld be dark by the time ~ closed. 'lhe last rays of day were 
shining directly in our eyes. I couldn't take the chance of ranging 
in more artillery as it came up. I couldn't use tanks with the 
infantry line moving afoot, because in the dark it might breed 
confusion. Dusk is even more deceitful than pitch dark. 

'!hat attack, so hastily contrived, ~nt as planned. Before ~ 
closed, ~ could see the Egyptians running from their positions. 'lhe 
shellfire seemed to bounce them right out of the ground. rur 
batteries sustained fire right to the moment when our own people go up 
there. 

I could hear the enemy chatter on the radio. It was panic talk. 
'!hey had heard from their own air observers. The far-strung-out state 
of our column, which was raising a to~ring dust clooo for more than 
30 miles back, gave them the impression that a mighty host was 
advancing. '!here was at least that dividend from our straggling. 

We captured Nahkl without losin:J a man. 'lhe enemy lost 7 dead, 
all killed by artillery. 'lhe others ran. Next day the survivors 
counterattacked from out the wadi. 51 were killed and 25 taken 
prisoner. lbw many got away across the desert remains unknown. 

In Nakhl we found military workshops, large stores of anmuni tion 
and food and a sufficient arsenal to indicate that about 500 men had 
based there for training. "!here ~re also up-to-the-minute staff maps 
of Jerusalem and the Negev. We found no Fedayen - ~ merely found a 
large supply of their distinctive caps. 

At 'lhemed I had felt compelled to leave the best· part of 2 
infantry companies because I didn't have enou:Jh vehicles to move at 
the speed I wanted. Here at Nakhl I intended to leave one artillery 
battery, 2 mortar batteries (if they ever cau:Jht up) and the rest of 
the infantry battalion which was holding 'lhemed. 

You must remember that the--armored brigade at QUesima had not yet 
reached Bir Hasne as planned. So I had a problem; my right flank was 
open. '!hey Egyptians could come at me from the north if they wanted. 
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Accordingly I told the battalion conmander to establish an air strip 
in case we had to get people into Nahkl a few at a time. 

Now my radio began to buzz. 'ttle Piper \ISS again relaying to me 
from the dropped battalion. I said: "Tell the conmand that Brigade 
will reach there in 4 hours." 'Ihe first message to me \ISS that the 
battalion surgeon had been badly wounded during an airstrike. 'lhe 
second message \ISS: "Ehemy attacks against us have ceased as a result 
of the jet strike which you sent against against the road." 'lhe third 
message said that another Piper had landed after dark to evacuate the 
wounded doctor. 

At 1930 the coltrnn started moving west from Nakhl. At 2330 we 
reached parker's Memorial. NJthing had happened along the road. My 
"brigade" as I closed into the camp \ISS composed of 2 bat tal ions less 
2 companies, 2 artillery batteries and one mortar battery. 

My men had been moving and fighting for 39 hours since leaving 
Ein-Hotsev. Before we could enter the perimeter, the dropped 
battalion had to lift mines and roadblocks. 'ttlese jokers had posted a 
sign over the ·entrance: "International Boundary, Show Your 
Passports." I noticed that no one with me la1.J3hed and I took it as a 
sign that we were wearing fine. Some of my officers had gone 3 nights 
without sleep - I hadn • t closed my eyes in 70 hours. 

At 2300 hours, after getting a full report on the local situation, 
I called all commanders together to issue orders for the organization 
of the expanded camp and for completing the capture of Mitla Pass. I 
still felt fairly good - maybe that was because I had ridden near the 
front of the column where the dust, and consequently, the fatigue are 
less. Wlat I planned to do \ISS to tell them what would again carry on 
about 0400. 'nlat would get us to the Pass by first light, and I 
figured that 5 hours sleep would be enoi.J3h. 

But I didn't get the words out. As I started speaking, I looked 
at the men facing me. FNery man was sleeping. At that, my words 
blurred and I toppled over. Nature simply took over. I slept for 4 
hours and 15 minutes. I could have used more but an air drop came in 
and one 60Q-pound bundle landed 3 feet from my head. 'lhat wakened me 
and reconvened the conference. 

'nle nighttime drop fell directly on the camp, fortunately without 
hitting a man, tho1.J3h there were many near misses. In a w:ly, that \ISS 

my fault. Ck'iginally, we had planned to supply the dropped battalions 
wholly by air, while the rest of the brigade's requirements would be 
trucked in. My overland journey convinced me this was imi;x>ssible. So 
from Nakhl forward I kept radioing high comnand that my whole force at 
Parker's. would have to be air-supplied. 'ttley took me at my word and 
moved too fast. 
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A message had come in, whihle I slept, telli~ me: "YOu will get 
your airstrike in the morning." But bei~ tholw:Jhtful; my message 
center hadn't a\liakened me. I told my officers. I said: "SO let's get 
moving." .It was then 0345. 

By 0400 we were formed and starting, headed for the Pass. At 
0410, with the colunn wheeli~ fast, an order came in saying; "Stop." 
It didn It explain why. I think the reason IIIIaS that the army as a 
whole had become over-extended and we didn't have enough air cover to 
make the SJ>read. 

I stopped. 'Ihe vehicles were dispersed. Just as we got nicely 
set, making use of the 1 imi ted natural cover, 4 Vampires came at us. 
'1\«:) of our Meteors took them on directly overhead. '1\«:) vampires were 
shot doW'\ and the other 2 ran. · 

I saw little of these duels. It was misty, and besides, I was 
head down, diggi~ a foxhole. But Ifri radio ~~~~as at hand and I heard 
all that happened. some of my men reported that a third vampire w:ts 
burni~ as. it got a~~ey. 'lhey spoke truly. 'Ihat afternoon we captured 
_the enemy pilot who had bailed out. 

While we marked time, I reconnoitered our general position. That 
look ·convinced me that what was good enough for the dropped battalion 
~~~~as no good for the brigade. 'Ihe canp ~~~~as on flat groWld and 
dominated 2 moWltains which flanked the Pass. 

Information had come to me that the enemy armored brigade at Bir 
Gifgafa was moving toward us. If I had to fight armor, I wanted to do 
it from high groWld. I thought it most important, so I asked permis­
sion of SOuthern Conmand to advance · and base on the heights to the 
west~~erd. 

At 1100 the C,IS of Southern Conmand arrived by Piper CUb. I gave 
him my argl.lllent. He looked the grol.l'ld over and approved my movement 
"provided you don'·t get involved in any big battles." 

There seemed little chance of it. ~ air had reported "little or 
no troops in the Pass." Olr patrols had foWld none. 'lb Ifri eye the 
heights· looked empty except for my oW'1 OP9 on the foothills. 

But I couldn • t be sure and it was no time to risk the force as a 
whole. So I put together a task force composed of 2 shrunken infantry 
companies, one battery of 12Qnn .oortars, 3 AMXs and one forw:trd air 
conmunications unit. My second-in-conmand took it over, while a 
battalion commander was given charge of the rifle element. Their job 
~~~~as to probe the Pass, preliminary to the general advance. Remaining 
forces advanced to the high ground short of the Pass. · 

'Ihat collJ'II'l rolled at 1300. It advanced al.oost 3 miles via the 
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road without a shot being fired. The point was formed by 2 
halftracks. SUddenly it y,es checked by rifle fire from behind a 
wrecked enemy armored car which halfway blocked the road. Several men 
were hit and the 2 halftracks pulled into ditch defilade. 

Thereon the battalion commander signalled to the other halftracks 
to follow him. He figured to swing around the 2 pinned vehicles, 
barge through and get to the far end of the Pass, which extended alto­
gether about 15 miles. But he'd make the wrong guess. k3 his lead 
vehicles passed the enemy armored car, all at once fire broke against 
both sides of the column sweeping its entire length. 'nle enemy Ytes 
solid in the cliffs which wall the Pass and at this point the walls 
are not more than 230 feet apart. 'nlat was it -- a double enfilade by 
rifles, machine guns and grenades. 

The command car was hit. Going out of control, it careened off 
the road and down a deep galley. In the hal ftracks which followed, no 
one saw it happen. The machine gun crews were watching the cliffs and 
firing; the other men were crouched low. So they whipped by, missing 
the wreck in the gulley. 

Those lead halftracks continued on for 1-1/2 miles. 'nlat they go 
so far is remarkable -- all the time fire was bearing down on them. 
Their run ended when someone in ·the lead track at last yelled out: 
"Where' s the commander?" They ground to a stop, and so doing, trebled 
their vulnerability. It would have been easier had they kept going. 
ftbtionless, they couldn't be missed. FNery vehicle became a target 
for enemy small arms, bazookas and Czech recoilless rifles. FNery 
vehicle was hit -- half were disabled. The life toll would have been 
greater had not the men invnediately sought cover under the cars or 
behind the rocks. so it went for 30 minutes. 

At 1430 I got a message from my second-in-command, delivered by 
officer-runner. It said: "I'm stuck. I can't locate the enemy 
positions. I propose to attack up both sides of the Pass. But I need 
help." The courier told me that my second was located fairly well 
back in the column and could see very little of the action. That 
mattered little -- in such a situation no man sees very much. 

I at once put my 2 batteries of 25-pounders in action, firing on 
both sides· of the Pass. There were 2 forward observers with the force 
in the Pass and I figured they could direct the fire. Not having the 
ground in view, I didn't realize it was a plain waste of ammunition. 

Then I sent another infantry battalion forward by lorry. The 
artillery battalion conmander went with it to control the shellfire. 
First Battalion was still wedged tight, blocking the road. Second 
Battalion closed to within one-half mile of it, then deployed and 
started climbing the cliff on the right side. 'nley made it to the top 
but found nothing -- except empty positions. 
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'lhey moved forward several hundred yards along the ridge top, then 
their eyes took in the problem. Looking at the opposite cliff, they 
could see _ small caves in its face, almost closed by piled-up rock. 
'lhese caves were so far down the cliff \ell that from the angle on the 
height, it was impossible to put fire into them. 

Second Battalion guessed that both cliff \ells had been recessed 
with these rockwall fire pits. So they started climbing down to get 
at the holes nearest them. But the cliff had an almost sheer face. 
'lb negotiate it, they had to hold with both hands, slinging their 
rifles. So moving, they were easy marks for the enemy riflemen on the 
opposite cliff. Many were shot down - others tried to keep going. 
It became an individual battle. Several of the enemy cave parties 
were mopped up. Later we found our dead and theirs, together in the 
holes. 

I had made the mistake of calling for an airstrike. It came in 
while this grapple \tRlS proceeding on the cliffside and I had to wave 
it off lest it kill my men. 

Minutes later, at 1550, 6 MiGs and 4 ~teors roared into the Pass 
from the west, strafed the cliffsides and the colllm of vehicles on 
the road and came straight onto the brigade camp, to plaster it with 
rockets. ~ of our Uru:Jans came out of nowhere, took on the MiGs and 
diverted them from the battle. 'lhe Jlt'Eoteors roared back and strafed 

· the camp _again. 

First sending my AT guns to the Pass to shell it directly, I 
ordered my men to call off the hillside scramble, hold what they had 
and wait for dark. IDsses were mounting too fast. .Accordingly, my 
second was told to displace the minimum distance which would take the 
men out of fire. 'lhere \tRlS a burning enemy vehicle just beyond the 
area where , the Egyptians had set up their fire gauntlet. '!bat was to 
be the line. Dividing, the force \tRlS told to hold the heights on 
either side of the Pass, even with this ·vehicle. 

At 1730 the battle \tRlS resumed. TWo companies advanced from west 
to east on top the cliffs. 'Ihe other 2 companies advanced over the 
road and up the cliff face to the spider holes. 'lhat would box the 
enemy in. If the treatment worked on one side, we would repeat it on 
the other. Elch force \tRlS led by its battalion coamander. I had 
neglected to say that the man wnose half track went into the gulley, 
got back to his command by walking throu:Jh the fire slot. 

My reasoning about the night attack was elementary: I figured 
that after dark the enemy would lose the advantage. His force on the 
opposite _cliff could not see to shoot. 

'!bat operation lasted 2 hours. My men cleaned them out, using 
grenades, bazookas, machine pistols, clubbed rifles and boulders. By 
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2000 hours all firing had ceased and the Pass \OSS ours. 

ruring the battle I learned from PCWs that I was dealing with 2 
~yptian battalions, the 5th and the 6th of their 2nd Brigade. we 
buried 211 ~yptian dead there a few days later. lbw many tt'A)unded got 
away I don't know; also, I missed the count of prisoners. OJr side 
lost 34 dead and 102 tt'A)unded. It \OSS by now a badly battered brigade 
and the .task of evacuating casual ties weighed heavily, for the men 
were tt'A)rn down. we kept at it. 

About 2300 I again got a message that the enemy armored brigade 
from Bir Gifgafa seemed to be headed toward me. Bir Gifgafa was 33 
miles away. My problem was to organize for defense in 2 directions. 
Still, since we were outposting the Pass, I figured that my main 
danger \OSS from the rear. 

So I called my comnanders together to issue orders for reorgani­
zation. It was then midnight. I started talking. Jlgain, they all 
fell asleep. I gave it up and let them sleep. I too, lay down and 
slept until 0345 when I woke them up and gave them my orders. 

'!he enemy armor did not come. 

I formed my force into 4 small teams. cne of them, formed of 2 
infantry companies and a few heavy weapons, held the front where the 
cliffside battle had taken place. Another 2-company battalion, with 3 

· AMX tanks and 3 AT guns, \OSS posted on high ground to the north of our 
rear. Team 'lhree, a reinforced rifle company, guarded to the south of 
the main road. Team Four, 2 reduced rifle companies on halftracks and 
4 ~s, \OSS concealed in a deep W3di to the southeast. '!hat \OSS my 
o\111. counter punch, my reserve. 

At first light, I sent a Piper Cub out to reconnoiter the desert 
toward Bir· Gifgafa. He saw no armor anywhere. '!his became our first 
day of rest. I suspended all activity. '!here \OSS no patrolling. 

en 2 November I \OSS ordered to capture Ras-Soor on the Gulf of 
suez. Earlier I had found a track leading to this place. We took it 
at 0600 on 3 November. Then just after midnight came orders to move 
the brigade from Ras-SUdr to join the force dropped at E-Tour and 
carry on with it to the south tip of Sinai. We did -- almost. 

Another order stopped us as we drew to within. 20 miles of S'larm-E­
Sheikh, at which point the campaign ended for the br;igade. 

we had covered much ground in a few days. 'lhe general feeling of 
the brigade \OSS one of chagrin or -disappointment that its effort \OSS 

something of a sideshow, contributing only indirectly to decision. 

5-27 



ANM.YSIS 

The brigade commander showed audacity in his execution of several 
hasty attacks. Although beset by transportation and vehicle recovery 
operations, he continued the attack with the forces remaining at his 
disposal. 

The importance of sleep plans is illustrated by his virtual 
collapse during an operations briefing. Leaders at all levels must 
plan for their men's rest to increase their effectiveness in critical 
times. 
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TANK WARRIOR IN '11iE GOLAN 

~igadier General s. L. A. Marshall, 
United States Army Reserve-Ret ired 

(Brigadier General Marshall noted 
that the source of this material is 
an officer who, in 1973, was studying 
at a major American university and 
Who necessarily remains anonymous .) 

I arrived in Israel on 8 O::tober and reported for duty at IDd 
Airport. From there, I was sent by bus to the Armored S:hool at Julie 
where I marked time until mid-morning of the next day. It was a 
fairly quiet day in the war, and higher comnand and tryi~ to get 
enough tankers together to flesh out one more battalion. 

Those of us who had come from abroad were either officers or non­
commissioned officer tank commanders. TWo more flights had arrived on 
the 9th, one from Zurich and another from south Africa. Taken as a 
whole, we were 17 different countries, and I knew only two of my 
companions. We were not given any· nunbers. 'lbe unit, named after its 
comnander, became Battalion Nati, his first name. I barely knew him 
and had never served with him. We went to Ashkelon to get the armor 
that day. · 

We had 24 tanks for the battalion, or eight to a company, all 
Centurions. I had always been a Centurion man. ftt)st of our people 
had trained or served on other tanks. But these were strange 
Centurions even to me. 'lbey were equiwed with a different engine, 
and the communications system was quite IRlfamil iar. 

We were given no briefing on the situation. Some of the chaps who 
filled out the Centurion crews were boys of 18 or 19; they had just 
finished basic training at the Armored S:hool and had received only 
two days of training in the field. 'lhey alone had dog tags. No 
listing was made of the numbers of the tanks nor of the individuals as 
they were fitted into the armor. As for our so-called technicians who 
made up the crews, perhaps 1 in 10 was a truly qualified specialist on 
the gun, e~ine or radio of the tanks that we had been given. 

'lhe Centurions had not been supplied. 'lbe ammunition arrived on 
trucks though some rounds were lifted from the ammo bunkers at Julie. 
ftt)st of the loading was done by recruits, with resultant damage to 
quite a few of the mountings which meant that some of the Centurions 
could not be fully loaded. We were given only antitank rounds, no 
smoke and no antipersonnel ammunition. We had no 9nm bullets for the 
machine guns, very few flares and only enough hand grenades to supply 
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a minority of the vehicles. 

All of our interior hardware -- hammers, screwdrivers, the machine 
gun mount, wrenches and so on, amounting to about 1 ton per tank -­
came to ,us after dark that night by truck in bulkload shipping. 'lhere 
was enoliJh to supply 50 tanks, and we had 24. All i terns were 
separately cased, so we had to break open these monstrous crates and, 
in total darkness, try to find the necessary tools for each tank. No 
one directed us, and we did not even know ~t tools we were supposed 
to have. It was just a mad scramble in the dark, nightmarish but all 
too real. Still, trying as best we could, most of us missed essential 
items such as oilers. Some of the materiel we needed was not there at 
all; for instance, there was no oil and no grease tholiJh a tank needs 
one kind of oil for the gun, another for the engine and yet another 
for the shock absorbers. \tllen daylight came, we left the surplus 
scattered far and wide, our patience run out and all of us feeling a 
great weariness. 

Still, following sunup, we quickly moved to a small hill to check 
the optical equipnent against a sighting throtgh the gun barrel. 'lhat 
is standard practice. Next, we were supposed to fire one round at the 
same target, but we never got to that -- no range area. 01 the night 
of 10 October, we got together for coffee, cakes and a social hour; 
this was our only experience in getting some feeling about ourselves 
as a fighting organization. 

About 250 of the out-country soldiers who arrived when I did had 
been made instant armored infantrymen and fitted into armored person­
nel carriers (APes) at Julie. So far, we had stayed together. 01 11 
O::tober, just before first light, we received our movement orders. 
'lhe unit conmanders were to proceed at top speed to Headquarters, 
Northern COmmand, in two passenger vehicles, a quarter-ton vehicle and 
a staff car. 'lhe crews were to follow on buses and the tanks on 
lowboys. At headquarters, we were given maps and a situation briefing 
and were told that we were to attack toward ll!lmascus early the next 
morning. 

Several hours later, we joined our crews and the Centurions at the 
entrance to the Golan, not far from the Gadot 8rl(lje. About 1 
kilometer up the slope of the Sea of Gallilee, I saw my fi'rst Russian 
'1'62, in perfect condition, abandoned at the Syrians' farthest point of 
extension. I got a good feeling from it. By dark on 11 October, our 
battalion . had closed on the western ed:Je of the demilitarized. zone 
(I::MZ) • 

By daylight, I had learned that we had two divisions arrayed for 
the attac.k, the comnanders being Ol!ln tanel and Aaful. My battalion 
moved throtgh Tel Abu l<hanzir and Tel Yussef as we crossed the tMZ, 
still meeting no resistance. 'lhen, as we cleared the tMZ at about 
0600 on 12 OCtober, we came under intense artillery fire. It churned 
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up the road· as we entered a small, shell-shattered village. '!ben, as 
we emerged, we came under line-of-sight fire from t~ anti-tank guns 
to our right and left. At the same time, four MiGl?s ~rking in pairs 
came at us firing rockets from about 60 meters up. 'ttley were so low 
that I saw the face of one pilot. 'ttley killed one tank and two of its 
crew -- their only hit. 

A few minutes later, one of the anti tank guns killed another tank 
and two men. 'Ihe same gun fired on me, three rounds altogether; I 
could tell by the sound. But I could not locate it, and the frustra­
tion was maddening. I am sure it was almost buried underground or 
hidden behind large boulders, for I had had the same thing happen in 
the 1967 .war. 'ttle sensations were identical. 

Between 0800 and 0900, five air attacks came at us, all either 
MiG17s or MiG2ls. I did not see any antiaircraft gun firing from our 
side thOl.gh one or t~ of the MiGs were shot down either by our air or 
by our tank gunners and crews who were firing with every available 
weapon. 1>s the air attacks persisted, the pilots flew ever higher as 
if they were losing confidence. We were getting no alerts or warnings 
whatever about these enemy sorties. But, as we hardened to the 
problem, the order was passed around that, when the ~rd "airplanes" 
was yelled over the radio, we were to turn all weapons skyward, then 
fire at will as the MiGs appeared. 'lhese massed fires seemed to turn 
the trick. 

I had contact with all of my tanks as we tracked out of that first 
village where we had fou;Jht in place for half the morning. From 
there, we turned south, the grand object of this 90-degree wheel being 
to get on the rear of the Syrians in the southern Golan. But, as we 
turned, I lost two tanks, one from engine failure, the other from 
steering failure. We took the second village under the same 
conditions: 'ttle Syrian artillery came down on us as we entered, and 
the antitank guns let us have it as we emerged. It was the same at 
the third village. 'ttley had pretargeted the road crossings, knowing 
that we would be pretty much roadbound by the basal tic ribs and walls 
of the terrain. 

l>tS my · company turned south, the other three of the bat tal ion 
wheeled north to join the assault in that direction. But I did not 
know they were so going and thou;Jht they had fallen behind me. With 
the turn, moreover, I lost contact with them as with everyone above 
me. Slddenly, I found myself out in front with only t~ tanks. It 
was the loneliest feeling possible in this ~rld, s,omething close to 
panic. So I latched on to another tank company that I did not know at 
all. 

Late . that evening, the other companies of the bat tal ion got into 
an ambush not more than 1 kilometer from me. cne company of eight 
tanks was wiped out by antitank guns and Syrian tank fire, not by 
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antitank missiles. The battalion commanding officer (CO) was hit and 
evacuated. 'lben, the second in conmand was wounded by a she 11 
fragment, and the third in COIIIRIUld was shot in the leg. The second 
company lost two tanks, and, equally bad, one APC was hit by a she 11 
and eight men were killed. With that, confidence in the vehicle was 
lost by all of the men ~o were riding in the APCs. 'lbey fled the 
carriers and, thereafter, rode on the hulls of the annor. 

I kept moving until dark. As I pulled up, I heard a comforting · 
voice speaking Hebrew over the radio. I felt saved. The voice said: 
I am coming along with three and a half tank battalions." Speaking 
was Colonel Sbarid from Bet Hashita. His was a solid, well-trained 
brigade and not a makeshift outfit like my own. QUickly, I joined 
him. By then, we were out of fuel and anmuni tion, and he resupplied 
us plentifully. 

'lbe hour was 2100. As I looked at my watch, word came over the 
radio that a Syrian counterattack was driving toward Ddvision Raful to 
the north of us and we were to move that way to help him. We were on 
the road two hours, and I was right back where I started. 

'lbere, all of our tanks formed up ro~.J;Jhly in a laager to complete 
resupply alorq a north-south road. .0'\e side of the laager was next to 
the foot of a small djebel. While we were refueling, about 10 enemy 
tanks came up from the south, formed in line and shelled the sides of 
the djebel. 'lbe Syrians tho~.J;Jht we had bivouacked on the slopes. We 
did nothing. These were the first tanks we had seen. As first 1 ight 1 
broke, we made a wide swingout and got on their rear. 'lbey must have 
been sleeping. They tried to get out but reacted very sl~.J;Jgishly, and 
we destroyed them all. At the same ~ime, we killed a truck convoy 
coming north along the road. 

As that action ended, five replacement Centurions appeared, and 
Sbarid gave them to me. 'l'llO of them were the ola type Centurions, and 
I looked at them like long lost friends. 

We resl.llled hooking south again, aiming for ~1 Hara, the highest 
volcanic peak in the area. A Syrian division was said to be based 
there. So far, we had heard endless warnings over the air about 
missile teams but had seen none. we were told: "watch out for two or 
three people moving in detachment." 

When we came within easy sight of the mountain, we could see that 
it was crawling with people and tanks. we first spotted them thro~.J;Jh 
glasses from 4 kilometers • distance. We were already drawing 
artillery fire from the height. It was a shoot 10 minutes on, then 10 
minutes off, continuing like that. It was neither highly accurate nor 
continuous. 

Between us and the mountain wss an unusually flat valley, about 
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400 meters broad. If \¥Ia moved a man or a tank into that flat, the 
slopes ahead exploded with fire. We lost three tanks experimenting. 

So, we held off. wa \¥ere denied any airstrikes, bein;J told that 
all of the air \lieS needed in Sinai. We had oo artillery. We could 
see their guns flash, and \¥Ia later saw the missile sites open up. 
'Ihere were targets galore, but we could oot knock them out. 'Ihe 
djebel \lieS a solid block in our path. Tanks could oot get up the 
steep and rocky for\loerd slopes. 'n!l Hara \lieS a nut to be cracked by 
artillery, air po'o¥er and airborne infantry - and we had none. 

I began to lose track of time as we stalled in front of the 
mountain. But I think we first confronted Tel Hara on SUnday, 14 
O:tober. By then, the high coamand \lieS easing off with the attack in 
the north. OJr most forward elements \¥ere at Sasa on the road to 
~ascus. 'Dle Army center \lieS bulged to\loerd some low-lying hills to 
the east. OJr battalion \lieS the Army right flank, facing south. 
Staying there three days, \¥Ia got shelled every 10 or 15 minutes; they 
did oot hurt us moch. wa had three or four airstrikes against us each 
day, very raggedly staged. 'Ihe Syrian morning flights were strictly 
for reconnaissance. Grolni fire from troops kept them flying high. 
E.Ven so, three of the MiGs were shot down by the massed fires. 

It \lieS on 17. O:tober that the Iraqi attack cane from the east, 
pointed in our general direction. We heard oot a w:lrd about it in 
advance. '1he action boiled up arolni a company of Israeli Shermans 
positioned on a low ridge about 1800 meters to the east of 'fobere we 
confronted the Syrians at the mountain. '1he fight started at 1400 and 
lasted tw:l hours. My Centurions and others sped to fill out a line 
north and south of the Shermans on the ridge. 

Here, for the first time, I met the 5.ac.J9er missiles. Syrian 
rocketmen had mingled with the Iraqi tankers. 'lhey \¥ere oot very 
good. 'Ihe Iraqis had come on with some\ltlat more than 300 tanks; all I 
saw were about 70 to 100 T5SS, this at about 1800 meters• range, their 
closest awroach. Of missile teams, I saw none. 'Ihe w:lrds cane over 
the radio: "Missile attack, improve positions at once.• It>oking 
across the plateau, at around 2000 meters, I could see beautiful 
flashes coming out of the rocks. 'lhe missiles cane on in salvos, 
three or four at a time. M:l~e 200 meters separated the several 
Sagger firing points. The Syrians were firing from prepared 
positions, and they never left them. I would guess that not more than 
15 of the missiles cane toward us in the first half hour. wa knew \¥Ia 
needed snoke S'lells for our tanks; also, artillery could have helped 
us. But \¥Ia did oot have either. O'le of our tanks \lieS hit and knocked 
out by a rocket; most of the other rockets fell about 400 meters 
short. Ma~ we were overcautious, but we kept moving as a safety 
measure thot.gh I dolbt it helped us any. 

Tw:> hours after the fight began, our armor put on a pincers move 
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fran north and south, and the Iraqis pulled back, but only to launch 
their own counterattack from out of the northeast. Simultaneously, 
our tanks countered with an enveloping movement. It was like one 
scissors biting upon another. I could see only part of the fight. 
Nunerous Russian-built tanks were burning to my forefront, but I have 
no idea oow many enemy soldiers were killed. 'Ihe tanks in my sector 
had continued to fire at the Sagger sites, but we got no return fire 
from them. If the syrian Sagger teams had moved out to help the Iraqi 
tanks in the counter-counterattack, we saw no evidence of it. 

'!hen we moved back to face Tel Hara again. OJr armor cane under 
attack from the RR:i7 and a long-range anti tank missile, not the 
Sagger. We had first met the RR:i7 in that fight after we had crossed 
~z, and, thot.gh one officer had been hit by shrapnel fran one the 
rockets, we had guessed it \IJBS a bazooka round. Now, we could see it 
\IJBS something different. But most of the antitank missilemen were 
inexpert, and their rounds continued to fall short. 

'Ihree days after the Iraqis tried and failed, the Jordanians cane 
on. 'nlot.gh we were still engaged with Tel Hara, we had pulled back a 
short distance to re-equip. At last, we had some Israeli artillery 
for\llard of us and in range of the mountain. I asked the unit CO why 
he did not shoot. ~ said: "I have no cmnunition." 

Next, we heard that we were "to be attacked from the south." 'ale 
battalion co by this time was ori orr, and we were several miles north 
of Tel Hara. We attacked on a southeast axis off the east flank of 
the mountain so that, as we moved on, I could see the southern slopes 
of Tel Hara. 

'lhe t~ Jordanian brigades of Centurions - and ~en we first 
sighted the tanks we were unsure whether they were friend or enemy -
cane on moving from south to northeast. Initially, we saw only eight 
tanks that were serving as a point. '!hen, ma~e one-half kilometer 
behind them, we glimpsed large nunbers. We took the point under fire 
when its tanks were 1600 meters away. It was accurate fire, and the 
enemy Centurions went t.p in a blaze. 'lhe tank mass behind them, which 
was tlien mov1ng downslope, started milling around as if confused. We 
lifted our fire to them and got no return fire ~tever. It began to 
look like a big success. 

'ttlen, as the Jordanian armor turned and headed south, we could see 
a great swann of enemy vehicles and people streaning doW'l the southern 
slope of Tel Hara. We knew they 11o.1ere escaping right · before our eyes. 
We believed the thing to do was go at · them. 

'!hen, we received orders from higher conmand to get back to our 
starting positions, which we did. 'lhe engagement had taken place on 
flat ground littered with artillery and mortar firing pits, as well as 
land mines and abandoned stores of rockets. 'It:> the east of Tel Hara, 
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we could see at about 4 kilometers distant tw:> tall radar towers with 
revolving top:;. We had these prizes in our hands, but we tankers were 
oot allowed to close them. 'lbat \liaS about 1600. We called for air· 
and artillery strikes. N:>thing \liaS done. I have never been able to 
understand the poll tics of the decision. 

I believed at the time that the Syrian a t.wre through. Q\e big 
center rush am thly would collapse. My body •• black am bli.W from 
the lurching• of the Centurion in croaaing the basaltic obstacles of 
the Golan. But, up unt!i thit point, it haS been worth it. · Enemy 
miaa1les had failed to impress men. we had moved through fields 
virtually littered with them, but we had seen almost oo hits. .And 
that is at counts. 

Next morning, we reversed course and, instead of attacking on the 
southern axis, moved northeast against a hill clled Tel I<ar im. '1he 
main body in the attack was Brigade Nine. In the course of the 
movement, my company 1 inked up with the remnants of our scratch 
battalion. We began the assault in late afternon and finished long 
after dark. 'lbe Syrians on Tel Karim were well fixed with artillery 
and anti tank guns. 'lhey also l.1Sed Kat~ rockets against us; the 
fliiDEt seemed almost to junp toward our armor. My tank took ·a direct 
hit from a Katusha 'ttbich broke . the spring \\'heel that keep:; the chain 
tight. 'Itlat called for five hours of repair, with a part cannibalized 
from another tank. 

We started with a dolble envelopnent of the hilL 'l\t.10 of our 
tanks burned at once from artillery hits, but we pressed on until we 
scpeezed out the p:>si tion. '1ho1..gh it was dark and the I<atusha bursts 
were raising su:::h dust clooos that clear sightings were Imp:>ssible, I 
could see their armor getting away to the east. 

Next day, we went on defense, and the battalion was ' shifted to 
another hill a little farther to the north. From there, we has a 
clear view of the Dcrnascus R:>ad that we code-naned lmerica. It was 
crawling with Syrian soldiers pulling away. Artillery could have 
halted them in oo time, but we were oot using any. Enemy resistance 
had ceased. Olr tanks could shell some of the nearer villages '~~here 
they were milling around, but that was about all. A continoous 
clatter went on over the radio, mostly in RJssian and Arabic. 'lhe 
w:>rd bandua cane over frequently; it means "tomato" and signifies 
"w:>~We did oot get electronic jcmning at any time. 

My tank fired about 150 rounds, all of it antitank. I saw some of 
their tanks knocked out at 2500 meters or more. But, as to 
penetrations of frontal armor, it is imp:>ssible to see where the hit 
is made at that range. O'le has to be lu:::ky even to determine that 
some kird of hit has taken place. . My secord tank fired about the sane 
mmber of rounds, but, under the stress of battle, a 30-percent margin 
of error in estimate of rounds expended is abOut oormal. In about 
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three instances, we tho~..ght we were engajing T62S. But, here aJain, 
in the middle of a fight in broad daylight, it is difficult eno~..gh to 
identify another tank when it is only 300 meters away; the difference 
in the look of the gun placement is not that easy to distinguish. 

My crew were all beginners who wanted to do a good job. '!hey were 
religious kids, but they did not have the know-how. 'Ihe driver was 
fairly good, the gunner mediocre. But excellence is not to be 
expected when combat soldiers are thrown together in such a way. 

Fran the crews of the 24 tanks that started with my battalion, we 
had 22 men killed in action. 'Ihe nunber of w::>unded is unknown to me; 
eight men were .killed in one ApC. ftbst of the casual ties cane from 
tank and antitank fire. Of the 22 dead, only tw::> could be identified 
initially because of toO much haste and too little care in the 
beginning. In the end, only eight remained unidentified. I did not 
get to know the members of my crew or their full nanes until the 
fighting ~NaS over. 'Ibis is not a good ~NaY to fight a ~Nar. 

we had no night equipnent, and we fo~..ght no true night battles. 
we used no flares from planes or tanks. I have heard stories about 
Syrian conmando teams infiltrating us at night. I do not believe 'it 
happened. I saw more tank treads 1 ying in the dirt in Syria than I 
ever tho~..ght possible. '!bey were everywhere. N::> terrain anywhere is 
more disabling to tanks. 

we stayed in the position overlooking the r:amascus R::>ad until the 
cease-fire. 'lhro~..gh the daylight hours, the Syrians continued to 
plaster us with artillery. We had some artillery with us, but or guns 
did not return fire and that was according to orders. O'le of our main 
uses of infantry in the Golan was the evacuation of our w::>unded, a 
problem for which the armored corps has no solution. '!here were no 
helicopters in the Golan for that - function, or at least we saw none, 
and we rarely saw any of our OWl infantry, particularly when we needed 
them most. 

ANALYSIS 

'Ibis personal narrative is an excellent account of how confusing 
armored canbat can be when viewed from a turret. 'Ihe value of unit 
cohesion and team building is illustrated by this ad bx battalion's 
lack of it. As the officer stated, "'!his is not a good way to fight a 
war." 
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"Mo bili ty, velocity, indirect approach ... " 
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