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Since my e erienc a as combat soldier wer slmil r to 

allot r comb t soldiers oft 34th lnf ntry Division, I wUl writ only 

a brief account of the events imm diately prior to my being taken a 

prisoner-of-war by the German Army near Fiad Paaa in Tunisia, North 

Africa on Febru ry 17, 1943. 

The German Army, under the com nd of General Rommell, 

advanced on the linea of the American forces with heavy thrusts of panzer 

units aupported by be vy artillery barrages. r linea r ov rrun and 

the Germane succeeded in advancing through a paaa which we wer attempting 

to hold . 
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Since my experiences s combat soldier w r aimil r to 

all ot r comb t soldi rs of the 34th Infan ry Division, I will writ only 

a brief account of the ev nts immediately prior to my being taken a 

prisoner-of-war by the German rmy ar Fiad Pass in Tunisi , North 

Africa on Febru ry 17. 1943. 

The 0 rman Army, under the comm nd o! General Rommell, 

advanced on the lines of the American forcee with heavy thrust• of panzer 

unite 1upported by vy artillery barrages. r lines wer ov rrun and 

the Germans succeeded in advancing through a pase which we wer at mptin 

to hold. 



F REWORD 

of th m I boug t 8 a c ocolate b r from 

G rman priso co d I w edled 

from t German o t-mistr s t still noth r prison camp at 

Lu n r . 

T 1 st, little bl c b k , BUla veto ill 

ta d . c u of w 'l' neither of us nt d, h ld 

Btl d I f Uttl Dorchen, ' s i ter, and I 

f 
Rudol h Voa , f th 'l', a n 11, n mie ofm country 

durin w r. btCiod W8 y d quarr 1 with m , or 1 

Dorcben writes m from J t on 

curtain in Poland. a k w ed to b a lt t1 Oe n villa e a few 

miles from the B tic ea and not far from Da I sp nt early 

two ye 'l'B r a priso r of r . J k ts n lon er G rman, 

but it t still a pri on althou h not from enemy soldi rs . Writes 

Dorchen: 

"Dear Th arl: 

I ve so often wteh d t I could hear from you. 
Ma·l service ·s not too oo and you re silent. Did you 
et 1 tter hat I wrote you eb. 6? I sent it through 

tb · Polish Post ffice . 



Thearl, is there any way on earth that you can 
help me? You well know that I would not ask you for any 
aid or assistance , if 1 could go through this horrible thing 
alone. Lately it has bean even worse. as many are at the 
end .of their strength. My p rents are old, full of worry 
and hunger. They do not ve any desire to live. Already 
there are 38 deed in J sko and there re only 90 in the 
beginning. 

My parents re so changed that you would never 
recognize them. They are fast becoming victims of these 
terrible times. nd 1 cannot do nything to help them. 

/ 

As a prisoner of war. Thearl. you had it very bad. 
in spite f. the little we were able to do for you. But you 
could do it alone. You knew that your a rents nd loved 
ones we e all right, in•far-away America. I am watching 
my parents starve to de th. 

You know how we all felt about Hitler and the war. 
We couldn't help it. Could you? 

Billa is dead. It was by a ~hance she took of r 
own free will. e are not asking you to help to the extent 
of endan e ring your life or violating the laws of your country 
or conscience. 

any are havin ·typhus. Malnutrition is dreaded 
enemy. Did Bulman deliver the f~od we sent to L uenberg? 

Herbert i~ still line. He rislled his life many times 
in caring for us s he promised you he \VOuld do. I send 
greetings from him and mom and dad. 

And now, f rewell: 

Dora." 

I also have a letter of later date from Dorchen'a father. He 

was my foreman aa I worked as a prisoner on a great farm near Jaskow. 

In this country, years ago, we would have called him the village . 
blacksmith. He signa hia letters proudly, "Rudolph Voss, Schmiedemetste 

(mastersmith)." n Sundays in pre -Hitler days, he not only attended the 

1village church on Sundays , but he was its pastor. 
I 



He fe red God nd kept his nctuary holy. So was, 

when he w s ordered to op n his services with a congreg tional 

chorus ol"Heil Hitler•• , he refuaed . Only Almighty God, he de-

clared, was honored in his church. 

So, s an obj ct lesson, P stor Vos as removed from 

his paatorate, and confined in a detention camp for s · month . The 

church was closed, and, at le st until I left there in 1945, it r .. 

mained closed. Germany could hav~ no other God superior to Hitler. 

He writes from Jaskow, D <:ember 18, 1946, as follows: 

"Mr . M secher, our good friend Karl: 

I, my wife, and youngest daughter, Dorchen, 
are still here in Jaskow, the place where you boys 
were prisoners of war . A year after you left, wh n 
the Poles took over, most of the Germans were forced 
tole ve and were moved westward over th Oder. The 
greater portion left willingly und r pressure of hunger. 

As a blacksmith, I did not have a permit to leave 
and will probably remain here the mat of my life and let 
them make a Pole of me . ., 

We have no newspapers to read, no r dios, are 
cut off from the whole world . Conditions ar enough to 
drive us mad. 

Our Dorchen is very down-hearted and blue, says 
that if only you could come from America, you could do 
something to help us out of here and, knowing you as I do, 
1 believe it too. It is not easy for a young girl to live here, 
ee all this , and no future. Our beloved daughter Billa' a 

life was sacrificed. Times have changed. Now we are the 
Gefangenen (prisoners). We have no rights, the Russians 
and Poles do with us as they please. 

Our gre test need, a package, came, and the 
sender's name was Mesecher. It w sa wonderful help 
and treat, something we are not able to get here now. We 
send our hearty thanks . 



All the comfort nd id we receive her come 
from our earnest prayers to God. Such true friend­
ship and trust as we have in you boys means much to us. 

The Russians made short process of ev rything 
and so far as we can see there is no Germany (in future). 
As f r s our future is concerned, you folks in America 
know more about that than we do . We are cut off entirely 
from the whole world nd I would be very g teful if you 
would give me the Am riean slant on things. What about 
the Ru sian and Polish rule? Please let me know what 
you think . 

Wish you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
May G grant you ood heal~h and hearty greetings from 
our grateful family. 

Rudolph Voas" 

Gefangen n. It is a very expressive G rman word . No English 

word or phraa translates it simply. "Prisoners of War" doesn't quite ..to 

' 
the job. In the German tongue, it means' rath r prisoners of fat , captives 

of circumstances under which the individual lias no control. 

I have wondered since I heard from Dorchen and Rudolph 

whether the whole world is not populated by "Gefangenen." I was one of 

many millions of Gefangenen in Germany during the war. Today I am free--

perhaps . But, wb n will the world be free? 

1 have kept the record of what I saw happ n durin my service 

as a soldier and my prison years. It is th record of an ordinary American 

young man who sought no war, went when be w s called, and did the beat he 

could. It is not written in fancy langu ge. My di ry, which I began after 
• 

I was captured, became in the end, an obsession tom . Aa I look back, 1 

cannot imagine how I ev r managed to r tain my ot boods . I certainly 

would have b en shot had they been discovered. Some items which I am now 



including w r t o is y to record ori inally, but I m re enting the 

entire e ord fro y to day just I et it down in be inning. I 

aaw t war f om both sides. Is w br v Ame ic s di in b ttle aa 

her s. I saw many mor br ve ricans die as prisoners, nd perhaps 

among them were r h roes arer of the 

Congreasio edal of Honor . r priao lo y. Yet, thousands 

upon tho sands dl d , mie rably and heroically. p rbapa my r ord will 

h 1 a m to do honor . 



PRISONER OF WAR DIARY 

A Description of LUe lD a German Prison Camp 

By 

Thearl E. Mesecber - ASN° 37043111 ·POW N° 30~61 

SlDce my experience• a• a combat aoldier were aimUar 

to all other combat soldier• of the 34th IDfantry Divtaion, I wU1 

write oDly a brief account of the event• immediately prior to my beinl 

taken a priaoaer-of-war by the Cierman Army uar Fiad Pa•• iD Tuntaia, 

North Africa on February 17, 1943. 

Tbe Cierman Army, UDder the command of General Rommell, 

adv&DCed on the ltDea of tbe American force• with heavy thruata of 

pan&er unite supported by heavy artillery barra1••· Our linea were 

overrun aDd the German• aucceeded iD advanclll1 throu1h a pa•• which 

we were attempting to bold. 

Thi• advance diaorJanised American troop• and many unite 

lD more forward poaitlou fouad themaelvea hopeleaaly trapped behlDd 

the German line •· 

Thia wa• the caae of fUteen men of the 168th Infantry Reaiment, 

myaelf lllcluded. Naturally, there were many more, but one oDly lmowa 

the bappeDiDI• iD hie immediate vicinity. 

After much maneuverin1 iD our desperate struule to free our­

aelvea, aDd becomiD1 weak from lack of food aDd water, we came upon 

a lone arab who directed ua toward a •mall peak in tbe Atla• Mountain• 



which he claimed was occupied by merican troops. 

We headed for this position as fast as our weakened con· 

ditione would permit. Soon we could see n American truck spotted 

upon a high knoll. 

to their position. 

e were sure that it was to act as a guide for us 

b ief sense of security swept over us as we traveled in 

deployed formation toward it. We almost forgot our hunger and thirst 

as we gradually gr w more careless, in our haete and anxiety. 

We were snapped bac to realization by the staccato chatter 

of machine gun fire in front nd on both sides o£ us. 

At the first buret of nemy fire, we flattened ourselves on 

the burning white s nd. Our hearts pounding like hammers. 

We had been betrayed. The American truck had been cap• 

tured by the Germans and was spott d there as a decoy to lure dis .. 

organized small bands of American soldiers into this death trap. 

After twenty•two months of training and combat, to. end up 

in a position of thi kind tid not seem possible. 

Fifteen men in the open like ducks on a pond against untold 

numbers in fox holes and dug·in aun positions. We could not back out 

as we could hear many motors directly to the rear. Pro bly tanka 

or armored cars. No one dared look. We were too busy with the things 

at hand. 

They expected us to do something, hopelesa aa it may be, as 

seasoned tropps always do. We threw everything at them we had, which 

z 
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waa very in ffecti • The motors in the r ar sounded pretty close 

now s t dreaded 88 mlllim ter shells began to burst around ua . 

W would fire a few rounds , get up and run a short distanc , 

di and ft. again, thus tryin to spread out ot all 

be blown o K Come by on artUlery shell. 

Ab t out of ammunition, exhausted and we from our marcbin with 

no food or wat r fo ver o d ys now, sat down and waited for th 

artille wUl end it all . We felt we had done all that could 

be xp cted f u er pres nt circuma ces . 

He!\ t f tal 111 t quit wbistlln as the o 

that 

t nt on ov d wtth e t ODCUS 8 ion, 

thr win a 

rears r unded f.ol ntly. 

T d ra t th ir r , butt xt one w 't. I hav 
I 

lear d thr e pe ienc to espect the abllity 1 t German gunners. 

It • rna 1i an t rnity w itin f r ne t • 11. tare 

th y wattin for? It is t ir ah w . bey ow what \tin f r execution 

will do to any man's rves. 

We had arly forgott n the motors to our rear but are sharply 

remillded of their presence when an enemy Uaht taDk appears at tbe bead 

of the ravtae with heavy auna polntlng directly at us in our crouched 

position. We "bad come a lona way. We had a last-mbwte dec talon to make. 
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e c n currender nd be r for t dur ion, 

or die a hero's de th by firin upon that 

H d there been b nd, Wi had it struck up a patriotic 

military reb, we pro bly would b ve fired. Tb re as no band. 

We did not !ire. 

I m o ry fort who does not realize defe t. His 

me is ever present u on t 

e do not fc 1 that w re mistreating t ledg made to 

comrades pr viou ly wounded, or the one w mad s unfortun te 

buddies •er id in shallow s ndy r ve in the p st few d ys. We 

do not feel that we have bet yed the p ople home who wait with 

bated breath before the r dio to he r the news commentator give the 
'-

highlights of the d y' ctivity broad, and wo r wh t p rt ir son, 

husband, or aweethe rt ha play d . . 11 the whil visioning him 

as a hero. e all cannot be heroes; ev ryone doesn't win. The man 

who marches home victoriously carryin the colors is very seldom the 

man who won the b tUe or war . The men who contributed most to rd 

winning the war, in most c sea, are th men whose gr ves we visit on 

Memorial Day. And, let's not for et th lad whoa remain repose 

in a shallow, sandy, grave in the shadow of the tlas Mo tains. There 

are no markers for his grave. If there were , th y would rat only a . 
glance from as ing rab traders 'th c mel carav a on their w y 

across shifting desert sands to distant markets in busy cities where 
I 

lleople will oon forg t. 



ny thou hts rae throu our minds w lk tot 

with tb large, black cross o e c:h ide nd h nd ov r our ri£1 a, 

dagger , d other attle equipment. It ives o sick nin feelin 

to nd one' life, liberty, a pursuit of happines tot 

co itto lly. 

nemy un-

d my' B t llion Com d Poet 

re we find m ny comrade . Tber att more rriYi.n steadily. There 

r Inf ntry men. r illery me , men rom rmour d outfi , Engin ra 

nd M die 1 unit . Look lik t y d c ptured tb 

rmy. 

ric n 

Is Com nd to b m for t i , or i it j t p rt of 

d in col mn o fiv Iii nd t rted rchin de pinto 

G rman territory. There r tely thou 

r? 

Thi rk th end f mili ry c reer and t b inning of 

God know• w . The Am ric n soldie - .. ne rly the hi he t p id, 

definit ly the b t d eased, b at fed old' r in t world, d manding 

the respect of e ryon w re he h e been -- is now aten, helpl sa, 

worn-out nd t the e cy f the enemy. He ery p inly s ow that 

b realizes his p die ment. He is very thirsty d hun ry with no 

water or food to be d. Very we k and tir d, with p r p y mil 11 

of hurried m rc:hin ahead of him. 

Offie r and enlisted men reb in t same r nks . Oflic:era 

and enlist d men like fall out of tbe march to lie on t 

more de d tb n alive, from exhaustion. 

hit e nd 

I 
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K p your chins up 1 e were c ptured by troo s of 

General Romm 11, and no better o iers ever ched in uniform. 
I 

'e must keep ou.- moral t its peak if po sibl . V e may need the 

dd d str ngth it e rna to afford. It can't la t forev r. Nei r can 
( 

we. Ca tur d n February eventeenth . . . . . in one more day, I 

will have been overseas year. 

The uarda in charge of our columnar relieved ev ry tw 

or three hours by Comradea brought to our position by true . t was 

evident that we were goi to find out what rough oing really was. 

Ther w s a.n almost continuous procession ol tanks~ armored 

cars, rtUlery nd trucks goin tot front. The mo nt of previously 

captured Americ equipment in this procession was amazing. 

All were wearin the 1 blac cro a which •as to bee me 

mo e familia s ime pas ed. 

We march d !rom noon until very e rly morning o£ the next 

day before re ching another ssembly are . After three or four hour a' 

rest, we moved on. water or food in sight. 

ne gr at advantag.e e that in all our training. we ha.d 

c rried h a.vy loads f battle equipment and now we carried nothin • 

A we rna cbed n nd on, we p saed many vehicles which 

had been burned as a result of their b ing attacked on their way to the 

front. ht a trace of a smtle tot faces of th dusty nd 

very wearly merican soldiers. 

s e passed the numerous gra es of enemy soldiers who had, . 

perhaps , been leas fortunate than we , lam eure there wer no smiles 

6 



from my comrades or myself. 

It probably sounds strange but one, who is, or has been, 

engaged in this bu iness of legal murder, and does hi• very best 

while on he attlefield, finds it impo sible to look upon he grave 

of the muortuna e enemy with anything else in mind thaD pity. 

1 o w s a on, husband, or sweetheart of someone. 

He will be mi ed when he doesn't return the same as any one of us 

would, or perhaps, will be. 

H rob bly h d no p rsonal g ievanc with United State• 

or any of i s soldier . He was an in trumen or tool, the same as we. 

He was just unfortunate. It is a game of chance. There are ny 

losers; winners are few. 

We march on and on. God, vill it never end? They are 

passing out and lyi thic along the ro d now. 

Someone pies water in a sn U ditch along the ro d. e 

all wade into it, ~rying to get a drink. It tu ns out to be lka.li wa.te 

but many drank it in spite of the mud and brine. Many fell out of th 

column soon !t nd I would rather not speak of th_eir fate. 

re swayed a.nd stumbled as our ce grew alo er by the 

hour. 

I have Men endurance tests while with the British Commandoes 

in Scotland. I thought I knew what an endurance test was like, bu be 

American soldier as taking one now that he wUl never forget. 

7 



I glance occaswnally at m y buddy, a husky young man 

from Postville , 1 wa. He seem to be taking it as well as any of 

us. He checks up on me a.t intervals but ur smile or approval of 

each other's bUity and stamina have radually become a mere flick 

of an eyelash. 

VIe both have a chance to trade our cigarette llght rs for 

a small c11ust of rk Italian b e • Nothing will v r taste 80 good 

as i.t did. d bad no food at all for fi.ve days , these few 

crumb 

top ed d w re i.vcn n the clean, 

fresh water we ........ ~ ..... drink f om G rman - true . then curled 

up togethe nd th 

f t e \ ht. 

h i.t wa too o d to leep. w re ted th balance 

e started rchin ery rly xt o:rn . t noon 

we en am 11 s ice of br a. t e firs t ! od 

we had rec ived from our c ptor . 

yaical wr ck . Everyone w ne r y 

r b flocked round g c ctlls fried e hot c kea . They 

a en' t 11 a1 t ble , but we were ry n ry so busi.nes 

for the Ar b peddle ra . 

s ood 

We finally ended up in Sfax late that ftight . Maybe our long 

march i& ended. It bad better b U the J rri s are xpecting to have 

any of us left. 

We are placed in a wire enclosure near Sfax. Ther are no 

buildings , 80 we dt a hole to s l eep in. This was because there was a 
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strong and v ry cold wt.nd. The ground was damp and cold, also. 

We ould not sleep but di man ge to est a litt e. fter marching 

all day, i.t becomes very tiresome to wa.l· around most of the night 

to kee warm. 

Perhaps 

d th in the sert. 

asked for i.t, though. We could have cbos n 

e had had tb opportunity. Wonder how many 

ti.me s w will thi of this before be war is finally over ? Provtdin 

we liv to see th t time? 

A ec ive small ieee of bread whtcb oDly makes 

more hun ry. 

en xt 1 ded xc r and ent from Sfax to Tunis. 

Here we re iv n small he ping o ri.ce, two canched d.a. es, and three 

ci arett s by F r c ed Cros . .1 y s Red Cross 

workers of ny ti n. 

brua.ry Z , 194 

Tod y w le t Tuni by plane for It ly. I hope I hall never 

see Afric ai.n. 

s bo bed vily y allied omber . Killed 

ny of y omrades and did muc e. 

We £1 over Mt. Vesuvius and landea at Naples, Italy. We 

wer hauled top ison camp outsid of Naples in Italian tr cks. 

T civUi.an population azed t us in on rand c: ered 

wUdly as we pass d. They weren't cheering us as the English, Irish, 

and Scotch ople did when w arrived. tber • They wer che ring 
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t ltal soldiers ho stood rd o r fix d y ta. 

omen d c i the tre •• 
They shouted me t us n e·r tv t 

to 8 

e. T y w all t ue 

s rt. T y bad b n taught to te 8. 

C Ud n t ree eat eountri s d n rly orshlp d 

m d b n ven to childr 11 8, Candy 

world by t m ric n oldier. C ildr d follow d him on streets 

in gr w 1 0 est in y home, lar 

or 1. dth tio of women nd hUdr n t rou h-

out hi. irst liz tion tit was a 

riou bu in t H on t common my. 

H tred fl e'r ey s. 

t nc mpw on n. • 8 md 

awf ly cold. 0 w t 

T r ti. n Uc p if 

for lunch. A ut r n . c rith 

a small d t c it c mplet th 1. 'e re tin v ry hunary 

and loai w i ht. 

c • 19 

1 ded in o boxe rs t d y d shi ped to Germa y. 

n bo ear i lo ded d • aled, i is n to d a.i ilth 

tinat'on i d. T uffrin on t ese t t 

0 woul nearly veto e ri ne thi ort of thi to lt.z it 

sev rity. 

ea iv d at lag 7A t Mooaeb r na Munic , G rmany 

10 



two days later. 

Here w are put into barracks and th food is a little 

b tt r. Very little, however. H re 1 met eoldiers of ev 

who has opposed Germany. Prteonere aU. 

nation 

Just eaw eeveral Russi n prisoners brought in from the 

Russian :front. They ve been marching for seventeen d ye. 1 

have nev r n m n in such a condition. They are so starved that 

there is very little hope for them. 

Pri oners re herded around by vicious Policy doge. 

ar being regi. ter d h re 

to differ nt re s to worl oon. 

d will probably b 

ch 29, 1943 

nt 

Tod y w left talag 7 by boxc rand rriv d two d ys 

later at talag SB t Villigen, Germ ny. 

famous Black or t. The fo i n 't o 

expect to be r very long. 

Tht i orld 

od h r , bu w d not 

prU 20, 1943 

Left St lag SB today for a 1 rge construction job t 

Friederichoffen wh re tb Graf Zepplin wa built. Here we Uve 

two hundred and fifty men in on b rr eke. Th bunk re bout 

two feet apart in double decks. e ve mattresses of wood shavings. 

At night our pants and shoes are taken from ue. The 

shutters and doors are closed and locked. Police dogs prowl the rea. 

There is no plumbing or no ventilation at all. The air becomes very 

11 



foul. There re no facilities for bathing or laundry. 

Everyone h lice tn abun ce . The work is hard con-

s truction labor . e work six d ys per week. At this date, our daily 

routine i.e s follows : Roll call nd to work at 7 A. M . On -half hour 

rest at noon while the guards 1B ve lunch. e return to the barr eke at 

6 P . M . t 7 P . M . we are ven our only food hich consists of a 

lice o ~ da hr ad and thin soup hteh i.8 a barl y concoction ith a 

f le ve of pi ch added . Sometimes , we get about one pint; some -

ti.me , not o m uc . ter thi eo ron call and orders for the next 

day. Punt ment for any mi beh vior com a thi. time so. Now 

to bed, 1 p if you can. 

We h v e ch lost twenty-five or thirty ounds of weight 

nd re tting p r t ty eak. 

Today i 

y 9, 1943 

other' D y. It i the picst d y of my life -

not ce arUy b c use it i Mother' D y, but c use today we re -

ceived our first food p rc 1 from th Red Cross . 

food e dar at t thi time , and our fir t ci 

e have had all the 

ince arch. I 

cert blly hop t food p rc 1 k p comtng, e we ere getting pretty 

ak . 

Thing look Uttl bett r for us at thle time . Who knows , 

maybe we will t fat and lazy . I im gin the ba yonet on the rd's 

r· e ill car of that . 

lZ 



In pite of our condition hich doesn't seem too bad com­

pared to conditi ns in the p t, I ve seen many things which I will 

not writ now or ever . I certainly hope I can forget them . 

July 26, 1943 

It has been uggested that there has been too much sabotage 

committ d here by Am rican soldi r . For that reason, we are again 

loa e into 

Germany. 

c rs and hipp d to S lag ZB at Hammerstien in northern 

Four day in boxc r o crowe d there ian't room to it 

down. Jol d nd unced, night and day. Sickn ss , vomiting, di rrhea, 

foul ir , no w te or f • God, what more ar e expected to atand? 

At Hamm r ien we e r tioncd one lo of bre d nd one-

quarter poun of mar r'ne !or five m n. 

every d y. 

r c iv d this amount 

which i 

August 1, 1943 

ken by true tod y to Lauenburg, Germany, 

base c mp . From th r to f. rm where we ~11 work . 

Ther ar only ele n of ua her . y bu dy and 1 managed to stick 

together . 1 o glad . . 1 don't know h o w 1 could get along without 

im. We allliv in two small rooms in a ~rire enclosure . It reminds 

me of a squirrel cage . 

Since it i th harvest s ason, w work from e rly morning 

unt 1 dark . Every available person ia connected in some capacity with 

the war effort . Ne rly all the home work and common labor jobs in 
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Germany are don by prison rs . So e re soldi. s , 

civili n pr · on rs . 

so e 

hUe Germany occupies a country , they are at Uberty to 

work y or all the opul ti n in y way they see fit . This l e 

first e 1 a v ry l ve ever aeen. 

Th f i very b d re . e have time only to work nd 

sleep. 

It i v ry coid d mp. The Baltic S a ts only bout six 

mil a y. d ot ve dequate clothin for this climate. We 

only ve o p ir of trou ere and one shirt. Al o wooden sh a. 

e hav no r zors or b rber equipm nt . ke p 

o rselves s cle h s po t.ble . r have had no Red Cross p eels 

alnce 1 ving Fried richoffen, so that me s very Httl fo d no 

ci ett s or tob ceo. 

oli.sh m n nd women wh r civill n prisoner work in 

the field ·thus . Th y vc no hoe and ca cely ny ot r clo hing . 

Th older w n do not eem to mind it so uch, but 1 cer inly feel 

sorry for the en- ge girls . They ba.v hardly enou b clothing to 

flap in the bre z • 

I doubt if I shall ever forget how one little Polish girl c led 

when a ke-shi.ft strap of some. sort gave w y , expost.n her in en• 

ti.r ty to everyon preaent . The g rd scolded b r for takin time to 

repair it. Tb y u d s if it had been part of a c p burl squ • 

I am proud to a y t no Am r c n soldier s Ued r av n acted as 
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if he noticed her m'sfortun .. The American p ison r gained th 

respect of women r n r all ov Germany by conducting himself 

tn thi manner. 

There re ny German men and girls 'WOr ing with u . 

Dirty and unkempt a we a e, t can!"lOt help but n tice th manner in 

which they compat" us with lr O\'\'Il soldier . They assoc te them-

selves "'ith us a¥ c sely as possible at very pportunity . This is 

strictly fo bi en, ho eve . 

ugu t 15, 1 94 3 

T day· my birth y . Hope I mho before the next 

on . e hav had n mail y t . 

August 2.2, 1943 

e are 

the barn befo ·e the 

rking very ha_d no , trying to g t the gr in i.nto 

ins come. Th food isn't substa.nti 1 enough 

for us to wo k such long h ur . 

n the Sundays that we d n't work ;ve re locked in our 

aquirrel cage, a d the gua d g es home or to the nea:-est 'lla e. e 

are lucky o have nough water to drink. none to :: sl with. orne-

things one u t endure are p rhaps n ce ry o i.n som c s s un-

avoid ble. But a lack of even uff ient drinking ter looks very much 

to me t t they eith r do not wish to b bother d with us. or just want 

us to realize that re prison rs . 

They do n t ve adequate equipment to oper te a farm of 

thi si e . Everything possible is done by hand. 

15 
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In our country, we would not hold a dangerous criminal 

ltubject to such living conditions aa we hav here . There are more 

flies in our quarters and in the abed where our scant supply of food 

is kept, than one usually sees around a decaying carcasa . I have not' 

seen piece of acreen wire in this country. 

Auguat 29, 1943 

Today we received our first Red Cross parcel since last 

June . Food, cigarettes and toilet articles . Boy, are we happy! My . 
buddy rec i.ved a food parcel from hom which he shared with me . 

See what I m an by Buddy? 

1 so received my first m il from home , d ted y lZth. 

eptember 5, 1943 

Sunday ... we are not working tod y. e received another 

Red Cross food p reel. Our mor 1 is very high aa f r as f od is 

concerned. 

It rains or rather drizzles about 11 the tim now. We 

have never had ch nee to dry our clo g s they are taken from us 

and put into as 11 room near the guards at night. Thia is done so 

we wUl not try to scap • In the morning, th yare brought to us still 
I 

wet. 

Our only pair of trousers and one shirt re pretty well 

worn out. Hope we can get jacket of some kind before winter. 

e hear no news of the war, but our hopes re high. 

Occasionally we he r some Germ n propaganda from which we can make 

a few d ductions and get a rough idea what ia going on. 



The Red Cross food parcels wer stopped some pl ce . 

Gueaa we can t long without th m , though it ia very hard to do. 

September 19, 1943 
• 

Today received new trousers , shirts and shoe a from the 

Red Cross . Regular U. . Army iaaue . This aolvea the clothing 

probl m . e are all very happy and thankful. 

September Z4, 1943 

y work project in Germany for priaoners ia called a 

Komma do. Today left this Kommando nd ere tak n to another 

a few mUea away. lt ia only two mile a from the Baltic S a on a point 

about thirty miles west of Danr;ig, Po d . 

There are American prison rs here which brings our 

group to forty men in all. e liv in n 1 rge room with a kitchen 

attached. On man remains in the La er a cook whil the others do 

field work. Hi cho e is eping the p c clean aa there i.a very little 

to cook. 

The work at . hi time ia po to rv ting. I i th hardest 

work ao far . Maybe it wouldn't be ao bad if w had more to t , and 

th y didn't driv ua ao hard. 

of the American priao ra waa shot by the gu rd a few 

days ago, ao everyone of the rest ia pretty much on the ball. 

Octob r Z3, 1943 

Boy, have th Jerrie• b en giving us th wor • th past 

few days! Just like fighting fire -- some of ua ar getting pretty we 
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juet r c:eived another w meric:an my unifor 

10 sox, shoes , totlet arttc:les , to ls , so p and th prb of pri ea .• , 

a b avy overc: t . 

thei R d Crose. 

1 this was from the American people through 

y God bl • them for this c:t . 

November 11 , 1943 

Armtati.c Day -- T e y marking the end of th last r . 

Wlah it re rkin the nd f thla on • Her I m twenty-five y are 

later , priaone r of the same opl . 

any of th c:iv· ia oft vill 

to do ito 

prisoners t b lp him. 

guards permit it owe 

ccord· 

prison r of r , 

tis r c 

re helpl t 

to the rul of 

r entttl d to 

I don't quite understand it. hen 

rk f hta own, b is only Uowed 

gu1 r du i • · H grabs a few 

t ey re orking, but th 

r fu 

a n va Committe ove ing 

n y-four hour p r to do 

our laundry or tt • d to thin oi p r onal nature . T J rrie , bow-

ever , recognb no rules oth r t n tho which they ke th maelvea . 

go to rk ~hen it ia till d rk and r rn t r it is 

gain too d rk to rk. 

It is very cold and d mp. The conditione re t rribl • Ho 

the war can at o long I c nnot und ra 

All the German people 1 com in contact th fully re lize 

that they hav lost the w r and re be t n . They kno d admit that 

Germany c nnot poesibly n . 

Fe r ucb s ve nev r wn fore: a th m to c: rry n . 

18 
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They re very d spo dent and look d a t more lik pri o r 

we do . 

Novemb r 2.5, 1943 

Th nka iving Day in Oe'r ny . Since this i nly an 

merican holiday, t Germans do n t r cognize it as bei.n more than 

just another da . Thing in g neral are anything but pleasant. But we 

are very thankful for any one of million things which we have today. 

Things w v re ized were ·o important until we w r deprived of 

them. hav s en so many p ople who w re , or are , le fortunate 

than w • 

ar th ul to b liv nd njoying good lth. We 

are thankful tha we a.r not starving as many people in Europe re to-

day. e are nkful that we have warm clothing for the coming winter , 

that v n as priso r we liv in very littl ore fe r n e ver ge 

person roun u , that in our own country we re not d rk, to 

hunger, to a mia ra e xist nee of lavery and d pr'vation f r very 

meager fee and kimpy r ti.ons doled out of the hand of mi hty Lords 

and Masters . Tho e gr t men of whom w re afraid to s unf -.or-

ably except in whi.sp r to only our closest friends , for f r of being e· 

ported to our superior by some neighbor cr ving some sort off vor . 

This would le d us to be punished by imprisonment and h lf·etarved or 

anything elee chosen by our superiors a uitable punishment for showing 

disrespect. 

a e 1 o very thankful that when this r is over , and if 

th re are any of us ati.ll ali.ve , we can return to a country where no one 



recogniz s any sup rior except God -- to land h r no man is 

a up rior to not r . 

Moat of all though, wear thankful that the people ln the 

United 

t y hav enough to t and enough clothin , that they aren't ubject 

to heavy bo1 bin , hat mighty rmi ren't struggling in fierce com-

bat across 1.e p a fu plains of th middl west, tb t bombs nd 

artill ry n't lev ling our gre t ci.ti e to smoldering ruins , taking 

thou nd of live nd e ving many homeless as well a badly maimed 

and crippled . 

very d y is T egiving d y for me , but for th ones who 

a ldom think I do, I hope that this d y they will pause for mom nt 

to thank od f r th in 

r 

full of n s . 

fl bit 

1 o ea ily ov rloo .. and forget . 

tov m r 2.9, 194 

hether wo & vings or r w, ye 

th y b com very nn yi g. y of the boys 

come infected. Th y ca. e ores at spre d ha.v h 

r pidly, 

four day 

ar v ry hard o heal. Have d much trouble th past 

•th an infec d ooth. 

I hav been promised by the guard that he will take me to the 

dentist in Lauenburg tomarrow. I have always accused th American 

Army dentists of b in rough. Tomorrow 1 can make a comparison. 

November 30 , 1943 

One tooth extracted today. It ia a v ry simple operation; they 

just lift it out. They do not use a needle first . Perha.p the shortage 
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of drugs h . d o ething to do with it . 1 am thoroughly convinced from 

this experience t t the e will be DD more dent work for me in Germany. 

December 6, 1943 

It is d rk when we go to work and dark when we quit. W work 

from even - thirty A . 1 , to four P . M . ~e have one hour off at noon. ' 

Last ummer started to wor t six-thirty and work d until eight, 

and ~ometim a ten, t night. 

• and again t four P . • . 

ewer allow d a half-hour rest at nine 

The wor ~ i ot al •ays so rd, but one dares not top ne 

minute for nything . hen we worked so many hours, it was very 

tiresom , ut now the d ylight hours a e shorter , and i.t isn't so bad. 

One d es no t get intere ted in worl being done for the enemy. 

and this caus s it to ec me more of drudgery. 

It is loudy and r ining most of th ... time . It h s snowed several 

times this fall, bu not very much at e ch 

cold wtnd coming off the B~ti.c 5 t is 

conditions ar b ' 

'me. T h rc · s lwa.ys a d mp, · 

wfully muddy, and work in 

Decembe , , 1943 

Two year o the P arl Harbor attack. F r two ye rs , we 

have been ·n this war . lt s taken u two y ara to gain the so-called 

upper hand. Ther re very few Germans who can deny that we have \t 

today. 

It baa co t many lives, but let ua no tak it too • riously. 

Ther ia stUl on ho xercisea control over all . He c n , nd will. 

Zl 



to it be! r it t too rough. t i j t a price utpyfrthe 

di.vidu in the United States today enjoys many thing• 

in v ry y r e th t r , ov r period o! ye ra , taken for grant d . 

thin ly dr m d f in other .P rts o! t world. e 

uch thing merely by b ing e ' great fore£ the 

who tr d fo ht to tabli h them for u . T e v cy 1 t we 

c n do i fi ht nd do 1 e c n to pre erv thoa things. T t we did, 

nd that w ill way do. 11 the while, th nking God fo the ow r , 

for th trength in rial, en , nd most of 1, the spirit to d fend 

our fo our v rl ting faith in t f ct t . ght i Might . 

arc ta .ght th gold n rule from ch'ldho d nd n r 

grown, tur Uy c rr on the polici w hav opted. 

S'nce I ve bee ptured, rei p sa of p ch m de 

by Pop Piu t ive me coura e to carry on. hcll e f r et it. 

" ow, that for us the fightin i ov r , 
let s efr in from ting those ho 
duty it to f' h t us. 11 

"G ill n ver rmit tri 1 to b -
com gre ter tha the strength he will 
iv u to overcom th m . " 

, mo t of ua , fe 1 tha for r 

can win, and e ·u ·m. et us kope, nd pr y , t it is so n , for th 

aak of prison r , tur lly; f r t a e of the oldi r a th front, 

or at least, away from hom , and for the ake of our people t home , 

wh ther th y r dragg d into t turmoil by eons n bomb\n , or 

live ln actual battle zonea , or re just working and helping on the home 
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front, nxioualy waiting for sons, husbands, or frienda who are away, 

Eaah baa hi or her individual plac during a war. 

May we come out of this conflict much wiser, much more con-

tented with our lot, not nearly ao nxioua to rob our neighbor. 

God aid there would b wara. He knew that w uld disagree 

ln religious, financial, and political mattera. 

e struck back at the Pearl Harbor attackera. We will continue 

to strike until this menace baa b en dealt with jllstly. 

e will atop great warriors of Europe who have taken away 

from the p ople right• they bad maintain d for centuries. Sometime• 1 

think tb world xpecta this of ua. 

December 17, 1943 

A new expert nee today ... a r bbit drive. About on hundred 

ci.viHans and forty prison rs encircled 1 rge area. As we gradually 

cloae the circle, the chefs or large land ownera, aboot the rabbtta, deer, 

or hogs we drive · head of us. Ther are many rabbits, deer, and wild 

timber hoga in Germany. After a pending the day on this hun , we are 

pretty well exhauated. 

In counting th spoila, we have two hundr d 1 rge, brown jack 

rabbits, on d r, and one hgg. The greater percent of thts game goea 

to the Army. The common civilian, aa well as the prisoner, gets nothing. 

Th ch f gets some, but I'm not sure what percent. 

-
A land owner is the only one permitted to shoot any kind of wild 

game in Germany. 



In ot r p rt of this country, t f rms re m 1, but u in 
y 

Pommern Provine , they are all v ry large . In f ct. U of Northern 

Germany ia tht w y . 

This rti.cular f rm h re I am working is bout en thoueand 

acre rge d ne rly 1 f rma are 

fiv thou and o more acres . There is , however, much 'timb r land. 

Th c f , or owner, h a a larg mansion surrounded by a 

for him on thl r t farm d are about much hie property aa the 

horses they work . They are rationed so much food and paid eo much 

by him. 

Th yare only allowed enough food to keep th m alive and a 

place to sleep. ometim a two or thre famUiea are crowded into one 

hou . Th living conditio re very un ni ry. 

A f, ware elected aa foreman and re forced to tre t the others 

as ala vee in ord r to hold their positions . 

If one wish s to go to town for any re eon, he must convince 

the chef that th trip i.e absolutely n ceseary. If on can manage to do 

thia , h is then i u d a permit to be abe nt from work . He muat show 

this permit to authorities in order to buy a r a Uro d tick t to the nearest 

place where hie p rticular buain ss could be taken care of. 

Thta appli. e om n , women, nd children alike . When boy or 

girl r chea the age of sixteen, th y must go to work. School t.a auto-
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matlc ly finis d at that time unl •• th boy or girl show s i gns of unusual 



intelligence. In this care , their ducational posslbUitiea are arly 

unlimited. The State bears the expense but reserves the right to choose 

their vocation. 

The average child, however , becomes the property oft chef 

as soon aa his bit of school is finished. H is then as urpressed and 

slave-like a hie parents . Th man, and no member of his family , is 

permitted to go la where for employm nt. 

These sam people bate the J w becaus he surpr sa s the 

common man. Yes , they hate a Capitalist but seem satisfied with this 

way of life . 

Upon meeting, th y do not greet each other in the mann r that 

we would. Th y must say, "Hell HitleJ." . " Also, they extend the ri ht 

hand upward in a salute to the Nazi party. This is compulsory. and tb y 

are liabl to prosecution if they f U to do so. T r r hose amon t 

them who would r port anyone failing to show respect to th beloved party. 

The ch f seems to hav very little to do with runnin his own 

farm . It is all done by a Government inspector who also 1\v s on the 

farm. Every morning xcept Sunday, in most cases , th r is a bell that 

rings . Work Call. The w rlcers of e vill ge gather •.•. men, women, 

children, and the German guards with th ir prisoners . 

The work ord rs of the day are issued to th Ml ters , or bosses. 

These orders come from the Insp ctor as o scare ly ev r s es 

chef. Each foreman then selects the amount of labor rs to do the par ic­

ular job of wor · h la assigned forth day. Th Inspector th n spends 

Z5 
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the d y riding a hor ound vi iting the different 1 

Everyo is id of thi n, d th forema p duces 1 

be po sibly can. 

A pri o r oe n y hi hly in t ye of he 

who i us ly wounded Germ n officer wh t n t y rt! r 

front li duty. 

r , tn th s manner, forced to do our best at te r 

t sk d t . The guard' y n t h lps wttb the per ding 

in some c: pt re ! the f ct that are pri rs 

nd v no ri hts all . 

Decemb r 26, 194 

Christ 0 y , and 'nde d, ry strange one . Chris s 

Ev in t past ay b n ni ht of ni bt • L t night was 

trround d by l b s and loc ed door . omehow we do not se m 

to mind the bar or lock o much. ftcr being o~t in the cold 1 d y 
I 

we ar g d to tay indoor t n ht. 

T German irls of tb vill in ing " Uent Nl ht" tn the 

bit ho me or som thin . I really 

thought 1 to ba den d y n to b ffected by such thin s, b . t I 

gue t t vn at has tend r spots . 

Ye t rd y th re arrlv d a sp ctal Chri parcel from th 

ric ed Cr It s perfect in ev y de u. g ve some 

ug r , ch cola • d r to e German 1 die , nd she 

baked us nyc k s . T y rev ry ood, and th boys ap r elated 



thl1 act n her p rt. 

y h ve enough food and clothin now stnc th American Red 

Cross i in full ewing. 

also received eight letter& ft·om home y at rd y . ith 

everything we h d today , nd knowing that everyone w all right 

t home, the day has nearly been a happy one . 

I know I shall long remember this Christmas. 

that the next on will b better . 

e have hopes 

11 tht d y join in giving thanks to God for our good fortune . 

That we did survive our engagements in combat. That men ally and 

physically, we ar in fair condition. That e 1till have the strength 

and courage to face each day's tasks aa they come, un t1 the final day 

we again join the ranks of our American buddie to go home tc> th pl ces 

and people we love . They have waited long or our return-- wher we 

will be surrounded by friend instead of nemy. 

e feel that the worst is over. Now we are only waitlna for 

the final curtain, hoping and praying that it won't be long . 

e hav • in the past fe months of our impriaonment, kept our 

hearts from b coming bitter with hatred !or our captors . Let ue all try 

to continue in this manner to the end. Hate ts a terrible thing . 

It would be pleasant to know, as this Christmas day of nineteen 

forty-three comes to an end, that the minds four loved ones tn far-

away Amert.c were as trouble free as our own. 

are as strong physically and spiritually &8 we . 

e also hope that they 
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' e do n t f 1 th ou fo th · v y t ing ny times 

has be n ·n va·l. 

d not £ el that our re q t , owev r great or small, if 

eked in o f ith, v.ill o u ard. 

D cemb r 2.9, 19 3 

Tod y t r bbits that r -illed on th drive tw 1 days go 

ere •kinn. d an d . For w lv d y th y ha . b gin in a 

warm room b for ven th ir h ds G rman y 

th m at i tt r w n e on d, or t p red, t i y. 

T odor of th m in th ir not-t rly ta f det rio tion, 

w f!en iv , inde d . 

e did not g t ny of th m, 

th quality of the fo d th y 

y y. This i o ly m ti n d 

to h 

th 

th y ret 

Uld b llk . 

n to n th r vill 

0- c esrmhtw t 

nd butch r d . Th t is distributed 

pri lar c mp t ri drichof£ n , wee 

i d q art r f be f for fiv hund d m n. T ho f h d no b n 

t ken ff. eith th hor h 

Janu y 1, 194 

w Y ar' Day. r will bring om thin 

b tt r for u . 

bru ry 17, 19 4 

em pri n 0 y . v be nm y 

worries , few happy moment• tht• past year. 
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T i n xt y r houl s uic · y as we e o very busy. 

Fcbr ry Z. , 1944 

Hav received one clothing p cka e nd two cigar ttc p ckagea 

from home thi p t ye r . C nno unders and where the p reels mailed 

There "ther " al igh" or " 0 d Gold" 

cigar tte in v ry R d Cross f d p reel. The German authorities ar 

king them a.way from us . Th y cl im i t is ec u e of the prop gand& 

o th p ck. The 11 R 1 ig II ve war bon a vert i e n. T 

following ver e : 

Fre dom 

Our heritage ha waya been fr dom 
We cannot afford to relinquish it. 

rmed forces will safeguard that he it e 
lf e too, do our share to preae rve it. 

I suppose the entire food parcel will be next. 

11 0 ld 

One certainly could not live long on the food the Germans issue 

with no h lp from the Red Crose. At least w could not do the work that 

is expected of us . 

e have received Red Dross food parcels regularly since 

Decemb r first, nd the food situation lsn•t bad at all . 

AprU Z, 1944 

There doesn't seem to be any news at aU. We have been 
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watching the Jerry civilians' morale get lower and lower . · It has been very 

interesting to ~atch tb ttltude of the people around us . I have been told, 

and can well imagine , what it was ltke when they wer winning the •ar. 



It snow or r in almost continually nd is very wet and 

muddy. We e the un only few minutes at time. We worked 

out ide all winter and ver missed day . It ha. not been o very 

cold, except few d ys at time . We have been for te to get 

through the winter with no erious illness . There is lways strong, 

dam wind, but T nk God, the winter is bout ov aybe summer, 

with it long hard ho rs of work will bring better weather and higher 

hopes. 

April 9, 1 944 

Easter Sunday ag in in Germany. 

ne year go tod y we were working about as hard as we 

ar now, nd nearly starving t tlte same time. Many did. 

To~ay we ha.ve R d Cross food p reels and beside that, 

my buddie, Du ·ayne Bulman, nd I have eggs, lov ly c ke, and 

number of oth r articles of food. This .was cont ibution from 

love-sick German girl. t worked in black m'th shop with her father 

and llowed her to think I wa in love with her nd sh was expecting 

to, some day. come to me ric with m . The ntire family tre t 

me as I were one of them, this being very dan r us act on their 

part. The A rican prisoners seem as well s tisfied t this time 

as one could expect prisoners to be . 

I am th nk ful for our good fortune tod y. in the face of 

such hardships and suffering throughout Europe. May 1 continue to 

keep the good f ith that perhaps has brought m this good fortune . 

• 



Tod y s w fifty or sixty American B - 17 bombers returning 

hom ·after ad ylight raid on Danzig. They were attacked by German 

Anti-Aircr ft fir and fighter plane • Two of the planes were behind 

the formati n, probably wounded from their previous engagement. At 

any rate, th two pl nes were attacked by the German fi hters . There 

were everal fighter , and thou hone was shot down, the action did not 

last long with helpl sa bombers . 

fter part of their crews d hit the silk, they c me down 

about a mU from where I wa at nding . 

went into power dive . A i.t went out of our sight be ­

hind the ti.mber line to cr sh on the rocky Baltic co st, th re was one 

sight a soldier lways notices and never. forgets . The tail guns were 

stUl blazing· s she cr shed with part of he unfo tunate crew. The 

guns stUl in act·on s e plunged to e rth, too b lly wounded to c rry 

on, h r mission completed, shows us , t le st, Americ n courage. 

The kind it will t e to win this w r . 

We ted to see this, naturally, but as the oily bl ck cloud 

of smoke drifted He venward carrying the souls , we hope , of our 

unfortunate comr dee , our morale became igher in spite of the lump 

in our throats . We knew that we .must have losses . 

We also knew that good, courageous men, brother Americans , 

supporters of the Stars and Stripes , were still in this war . We \\'ere 

beginning to think that Americ had forgotten us over here . And still, 

on this quiet Easter und Y•. we were not prepared for tbie sight. And 

though I have eeen destruction, death and smoke from burning planes , 
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ships, cities, t nk r , hicl n , ne t v t t"O 

ey ill r duce s v r ock. 

t t y thinki y f lt. 

T tb mit me n fi ht 

0 ou t c mfor in ood 

f d, t 1 t e t untU 

or hey did it for y u. 

h d fo d vy t• r 

of coU1." e, the n prison rs 

fro th fi t pl the . T y w re. 

r ble to ride U y clou to fety, 

0 • d c i.on f e e 

ul of r nfo tun t c her t bl c 

e'm e cloud on 

tn yin . 11 t · t. 11 D nz i i b in . Ot r 

com to v 

p il 18, 19 

ts y fou th ye in t er c . 

y 14, 19 

day, a Mother' • D y a atn. 

y a 0 D y. th ltr t 

p reel a iv e at 

. 
that time. Th rc 1 brou h u ltf , n w op a. It e happiest 
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d y of my li£ . 

y r 1 ter, r still wo 'ng very 

have all e £ nd cl thing we nc d. 

d pres ed, but ly ffering. 

Thr re tion of order on c p of 

rd, he too u o ervi s in a G r n Church. u po ed 

to ke u to r'Vi. e c n uctcd for ri ner b r chaplai.u, 

but w w nt to he wron town. The servic s in the Ger n hurch 

e v y . ike our o ;m. 

W r n t in the le t 1 ppy re, but e are v ry t nk ul 

for u go d for une. 

May 28, 1 A 

Tod y rec · ed i. c r ono oi c· r tte and one food p rc 1 

f m home. They w re m iled in Febru ry. I gue s ll be o 
I 

hav been lo t. 

We went tod y, Sunday, to cle the r ve of our unfortun te 

comra. , Jerome Donovan, who wa shot t summer by u rd be· 

c use was too we to wor 

J e 25, 19 

V ry q iet thi Sund y. T ere i a weddin in the ill ge. 

of my !or m n' ht rs i. gettin married. Qutte· n affair, 

the e G r dd'n a. 

T un come up bo tt fl A.M. and et a ut ten P.M. 

' 
t this ttmc · f ye . In '\\7! it i d r f om bout t ree-thi ty P.M. 

to a v n·thirty . M. We h&v on warm day and a doze cold on • · 



Th sun scarcely ev r shi a. It r ins or ia cloudy nearly all t ti.me. 

T ia al ya a cold, damp wind. A b avy jack t isn't a bit too warm 

today. 

T for , 80 t a la olng all 

ri ht . 

July • 19 

w u d 1 ISO fi or • on this ependence Day, 

but 8 j t y• ork. Sure hop w can et out of here be-

!o clot in f d. We aren't su!f rin for any-

dom. 

1' w r 1 r . T boys ua r 1 a 

lot. Th ir r e lips littl tb or 

con ition d. mil a nt ord no ld rt a 

million doll r . 

f llow e lo kin fo ·a to 

thta war is f" lly o 

many oth r th a. t 

, wiv ood jo to 0 il nd 

a I p 8 • on 

th futur . 1 hav , to cert in nt, n iven u 11 y-

thing mo in life t littl mor livin 

b v all, I nt fr om.-1 job, 

no auto or any oft tht a th fellows ape& of. If I can one atn 

ha my fr min my coun ry, I 11 ttaf d. 

My bud y and I onfi e in ch ot r. m how, 

to ep ach oth r om cr c in up. I ever th u ht y 

mange 

r • 

33 
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could eta auch a strain. There re many hinge I dar not write. To 

write anythin in di ry is forbidden, a one must b careful . 

July zz, 1944 

Twelve cartons of eig rettea !rom home tod y. My buddy, 

Bulman, &lao got a ood arcel. My p rents had my addreaa wrong, 

b t ev rything seems to be o. k . now a my parcels re coming through. 

T e u y eason i on ow, nd they are d iving us like slav s . 

The work is v ry rd. The hours are long. Some of the boys around· 

on the differ nt Kom ndo a cr c in up nd ving to be r turned 

to the S la . Nerv 8 hot, r to u , atir ppy. Bulm n nd I think we 

can awe tit t ow, though the end e lly isn't in sight. 

No man ha e lly eaten until h has st rved. N m n has 

. 
really been ele n until he has f lt li.c nibbling nd c wling pon him. 

No man 8 ally lived until n r than . 

Sometime l'm fr re , re ttve , or f i nds Ul 

be disapp in. ed in us when we et home because of t t rrible disposition 

we are r du lty dopting. 

Riaht now, I would ventur to y that not mor n te 

c nt of will et home. T war isn't over y t and , a pria-

onere. are in for trouble in th 1 st d y . There ill b no f . M ybe 

ehing. ybe forced into h avy etion unarmed. 

uaust 15, 19 

Another birthday for m ln Ge many. Thirty years old . 

• 
Sometimes fe'el twice this e. Have b en running binder cutting gr. ln. 



wor ing d y is !rom i A. M;. ow urlng gr in :.a.r at .. 

about fifte n even d y week. 

I had a lovely birthday c this evening from my love·slck 

German irl f i d. H d n w!ul time muggl'n i t in ·o 

re lly wa wort th t uble, oweve r. 

u ust 27, 194 

lag r. It 

Su d, y -- eye o our comr de, Jerome Donov , wa• 

hot. Tod y we held memorial service this r ve. A short sermon, 

pr yers, t pe, nd the Nation 1 nthem. One of the boy from th 

St b furni bed th mu 'c. Ev rything w s condu t d i.n a military' 

mann T entire ci.vili.a.n popul tion turne out nd w re very im-

pr ssed. 

September 17, 1 9 

und y -- Today I lped my civU' n fore n dt tatoes. 

This wa ot eompul ory but purely volunt ry. Thi 1 rriily, consietin 

oft ld m n, his wife, nd two d hters, tre t me ifl re o 

of th m. T y befriend me in ry pos ib e w y. an it is v ry d nge r-

ous because it i. strict y forbidden. They ive m brca. , but r, eggs, 

fru't, c ke, ii h, or nythin ey tht I could u e, act lly cannot 

ep re it, a their ration i n't very much. They rc afr id that I'm 

got hungry, hen I actually ve more food th n they do t this time. 

B f e the w r the old man w minister bu w s ousted 

from the Church !or ti-N zi cti.vities. H treats 1 th A rican 

prt onera very well, but my worki.n for him, a d boin about to brin 

5 
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his lovely te b c t 'God• ountry" th me, 

go unnotice y the r st of the family. Sometimes I'm a bit ashamed 

of my• If, but when t e ed Cross food p eels do not co e, and my 

buddy and I tit nd car yon. I have made 

mi ea but lo ;ve t t k e s a ltttle t much for 

Thi old co ple ha v l9 t o sons so fa in the war, and the .. 
third ia ep rted mi sing. 

THe .. eop e en t all wed to even sl'e k to p is one s. bove 

all, we eren't 11 d to a sociate with their wom n. of 

ied by a ua is unheard of. 

"Wh n I v lunteer to bel thi.s 1 man w:Lth his homewor on 

unday, it 1 pr tty good to the a d. ctu ly, th r is sc cely 

any, U' y, ~ r d ne. It is merely n excuse to ave me ove for 

Sunday dinn nd wh t a dinner! t i a cont· uo rr e r 

me rica. 

re very eleve \ etting me alone wi them, 

d lady mU th i ·a pr 1. l ba. ve le rned to 

in the g oceries. 

People t home would, perhaps, disapprove of thia •hady bu•l-

ness on my t, but e me day, perhap , I can make up f r all fit. 

irl ·a so inc re a.nd h neat that even though abe. 

be Gorman, at in s my co cience bothc s me. 
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N vember 8 , 1944 

Tw ye r ago, the beginning of the African c mpaign. y 

combat of weapons wa short lived, but the continuous comb t of nerves 

and mind produc s bit of b ttle fatigue , ven under the b t of con-

ditions. 

Nov mber 11 , 19 4 

rmistice D y ag in. till the war goes on. In the past 

few days , th "volksstraum" r home guard. has been org ni ... ed. Men 

from sixte n to sixty t e tr ining every Sunday and are sworn to do 

anything sked of them, to defend their community from the hands of 
I 

the advancing enemy. They are volunteers , but ne rly t th oint of 

bayonet. They resent this regimentation very much. 

It looks very much to me as if Germany ere bea en and 

just waiting or pr paring a la t s and g tnst the knockout blow. 

Ger ny had n Army when we fought them in Africa, but by the looks 

of the ol ie s coming on furlough from the front today , old men and 

young boys , I do not ee how they can last much longer . 

There hav been continuous food p reels from the Red Cross 

thr ugh ut this past year, but now they are cut in half . We are told 

that they will pro bly stop entir ly as the tr nsportation for them -is 

getting impossible. 

re all re ize that we wUlget very hungry before this 

is over , but we are never quite re dy to tart dieting. I am very glad 

now, that I have allo cd my lovely German girl to build ir c stles. 

ybe my buddy nd myself will be ble to take it. 
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fore n 

aren't 

lith t r 

hi us. 

I. r on Uy, do ot l . 

.. en full r s 

There i n p s 

rded very clo ly. 

comp f u 8 

d where or . My c'vUi 

fm 

c nee f e c pe! m ere, w 

re ut n the B lt ' c S 

19 19 

in i he , The m cold, wet we th r. 

jus had ur ir 

L t un mer c n e brin in better 1" nd 

o , winter i her 

W fou 

i . b ingin b d " a e r d ve r 

air of 

f lov di 

By writin b me, we could d th m ent. iJ' 

t t t w r o ld be over by now. ntir y t 

·u pay fo it t he b l nc f the inter. 

e hope 

nd it" 

timi tie. 

1 k like the Red C os fo d r el will b di c ntinu d 

any time it winte coming, e bit u h. 

e 

My fo ' wi£ j t how d me otic of th d f r 

1 t on n the us · n front. They ·nvit d to dinner i 

evening, nd ent 11 th f od I c uld c rry to tb lag r for my u dy . 

....-.rua.,. 30
1 

194 

T nk e every t ren' 

t rvin y t nd i it ne i.s 

w 1. loo nd ua and see a mtllio thin a to be tba ful for. 

40 
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December 7, 19 4 

o to the rlH rbor inc t t 

y, te r c:eiv: d m ny low. 

y ev r blo 

ev r th ht I r.10 ld b tb' 1 n rte r i 

nxiou . p fr m tht tn t much. 

It is pro 0 -ribly t t, t tim y 

on. f cour • i mnut on the r nt hly 

convince m , !' urc. 

ork 11 weel !r m b fo e d yl" ght unt 1 y 

hour clo .. hi on Sund It ' v ry ti m ut k 

r um r n wint r . 

T'i i. ery he vy n ur nds. yi. le. 

in con it ion d ·e th r could t sibly r e. t r . 
8 

lly. Mud is knee-de ~P· tiona r v yp or. 

w m n d to t int ~ b c u c e 0 8 

it h st o ow oin throu h r, nd din 

to , t WS can ee 1 f 

oy on t f ont re r ly rou hin t. I 

ut T • m vorried bo him. 

Som of boy how . n of cr cin p 1\ tl . I' ln 

~ try hard t m 1 tting f. t me .. n . ve li.p 0 •• 
r lly t lon 

I lo mv 0 b too 

mu b rba. 



the J ry uth riti .. er fi hi ry, ri 

will be over, a this ort f u ine ld be tric ly forbidden, long 

wit ny t 'ng I ve r vi u ly me ioned. Per c conti.nu. 

to keep 't M d n. 

ly ny ne c n t n th · o k he e, t le t for a while. 

ly o bun ry, t le ha r the time. But, to e lock 

in the arne 11 O~l.. with t i ty t fiftY m n . . . . . . . . w y 

a me m n! e t, lee , b the, ch p w d, or v; cloth in thi 

tne r om. e fi ht'n n q rrelin , v yone i. 

ve y 'r Hable. 

th's om. 

re lway to er, o in , r loc d 

W d n' itl e e window , or l0c on the doo . 

W don' m'n ty hungry for 

·e on't mind eing ' 't ict~ r lon o .A 

w r wo ld me n ev ryt in ight n w. 

d in ur und y tn e c y 

'fe d 't mind the w r gin down our 11 d y, ith n 

uel for ger to hen :re return. 

d n 't min n fficer of rmy comin r un 

y fP- d ys r om, th nin t to 

our rat'ons c mpl t ly nless e do m work, or ·tcktn 

r u lik 

f ints. 

gs, o man ;vor in .h r in w 

t nemy pr 

ic 





T y b n ¥ r'f r. o o. I h v h d t b t fo d, 

Dor . 

T r i t d b 1 room thorn 

c v b tu c r with r al cor ti ! 0 d 

Cro E. 

for I no "th 0 

ith them, 

ult fn li rt o£ n. 

lon time to c thin bli h d Our bud i n t 

r n' 0 ell off . GoJ, iv to d ' vi e 11 thi 'th 

h m. 

nwh . i 

ible for hi 1 t w y w· h om f th !o -

bi n 

T too !cc . I 1 id oubl i. bre n . 

J 

N Y r' D y. Ju t no r d y ... d e end, 

n't ho v r. It 1 o1 •i.llla t for er. I'm 

u t. I hou n t con 1 in ut I no n t lw y b 

...... h y will b m h •or n soon. I'm afr id. 

J y 13. 1945 

Anot r 

o mi. t i. o 

it dri tod b c me very ill d 

it rm 

.. hre . ot ow 11 1 t y r. I o 

r a 
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er ies kep ur blades f r · , t voi his rt o! thin . I suppose 
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is ne rly im > s "ble from 

h m er, is ene lly 

t h me p mp s th · s rt 

6 

en helpin the ivili n e are 

befo e the v 1ssi n n. v cuee c me 

gons for evacuation. 

ou h every day 

n w, i.n ;va on , on fo 

I t y p pl r n' t vin t d th s in f 

aw y Ameri 0 • th per nd deeper. y 

od, when will 't 11 

he 

in r ves. 

an c 1 ren. 

a I sit 

on tn fa 
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necees tie be n ' 

ebru ry Z, 9 5 

s ""e p e tty le n n .he ev:acu e re c min 
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e e uf!ering -- hun ry mcn.j omen, 

f ... the h r e , they r n t g ing ! r. 

t night, t is so comforting to kno t my lov-ed 
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ving 11 b t a v y I 

vi.n ~ no pl c o a.lety t & • 
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/ 

the eyee of wo w 11- fed , well -dreesed Gestapo. For punishment 

they were be ten o r the he ds wi heavy clubs d stompe,d into 

he barnyard mud and fUth. Their screams could be h ard for half' 

mile , at lea t . Th y looked longingly a our lager, but we coul not 

help t m aga ina d guards and besides , we were locked in. I am 

very proud o b 
i 

enerny o any g v rnmen that inflicts such brutal 

punishment upon its p ople, German people . 1 can well imagine what 

they did in oc upied countri s . T e suffering one must witn as is so 

uch grea er t n .. h ufl ring one ust endure as a prisoner. 

I v seen cruelty mongat m nun i1 I 'm, to a cer in extent, 

ccust med to it. But I 'm sur , I could never become accustomed t 

this brutality and cruelty with w men. We just aren't • vage enough, 

I gue s . E en dog Ul not fight o~ use one t e opposit sex. 

Perhap th n , I' in doubt as to wh category t e f o re of Hitl r 

should be pl ced in. 

1 wi h very woman in the United States coUld see what 1 have 

seen today . As 1 ng s t re is one A erican alive, they will never be 

mi treated as thea wom n w re . B t I do wish there we e ome way 

for them to know wba hey have and ppreciate hos boys who wor hip 

them. 

I have seen women of many nations , Irish, Scotch, English, 

French, I 1· n , G rman, Polish, Russian, Dutch, Belgian, orwegian, 

nd pe p others s fer in such a manner , that it is nearly unbelievable . 

In the civili n prison here in Germany, on c be pr pared to s e 



cruelty at its wor t. 

1 ve een women sl ve laborers working with lar e picks 

n the r Ur ds, driving oxen. barefo ted in snow and ice, starving, 

victims of le 1 murder, b re children in the forest with no shelter , or 

fire in January. 

Is etim s wonde if this will have a hardening or seasoning 

effect u on m , will make e more tender toward women. I will 

not have o rry about th t if the Je ry ever finds this diary. 

In the timber w ere we e wor ·ing now, it is ery quite , 

and s und oft advancin fr nt are lainly udible . ctually 

though, the soun seem str ight south of us . 

News just came in that th main St 1 g bas been bandoned. 

It looks li he R u sians h e dr"ven cross from zi nd up to 

stettin. If that is tb ruth, e a e surr n ed, tr pped on this poin . 

e are ut of c ntact with the rest of the world. ybe it won't be lon 

now. Seeing so much suffering is ge tin on my nerves a bit. 

Febr ry 13, 1945 

T steady roar f the front is ueh closer now. Many 

Frenc prisoners have been liberated by the Russi n rmy. Many 

are evacuated wi , or ahead f , the civilians. I , p rsonally, hope we 

are liber ted here on this sp t . That may be compltc ted. 

If we are evacuated or driven ahead of the front, eo ner or 

later in our surrounded po ition, will prob bly be forced int a last 

stand along ·with thous nds of civili ns . There will be no quarters or 
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The ro de are cobblestones and mud. It is terrible walking. 

e are getting bit hungry . Our f is about all on now. y feet 

are etting wfuUy ore. 1 ve no extr sox. It i too cold to remove 

one 1 shoes t nig nd be ide , our feet re o swollen. we could 

never get them back on. 

flesh isn't b d if it hasn't been de d too long. ould 

be bet er if we could cook, or even at it a little , but ire is prohibited. 

M ch 6, 1945 

H ve waked a t three hundred nd fiftee kilom ters. Have 

1 td over d y c 

with ev cuees. 

le o ti. a cau e the ads were too cr wded 

Have been i sued a lo f of h rd sour br ad, also pound f 

arg rin or twenty-fiv mQn. W also had a mall 1dful of r w , 

ho sefle h a s ge. Bloods us ge. here th y got live b d be ts 

e bee use I know w re the horse cam from. 

We slept tn the op~n field on th frozen ground none of th 

coldest nights we d. 

We were issued ed Cross fo d p reel for thre m n t y. 

It did n t last long because we were so cia n hungry. It did h lp little. 

orne ne cc sionally tr des a pack of cigarettes for loaf 

of b ead, but it is very hard t do. e are kept way from civili s 

and gu rd d c osely. The av r g civi.lian has little more th n we o . 

U a lly • t bread c mea from the guard wh te ls it 

. fr ur bread r ti n and sells it to ua for cigarette . There re no 
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Fir•• of any kind are strictly forbidden. 

plain wa r ould u he 

hot drink of 

Bulman a I bav tak n a Scotch lad and an EngU.ah one 

wit us. They we oet fr m nother column. Btll a Scotty are 

s 11 fell ws. H c n k ep t itb us. 

M reb 0, 19 5 

e h d forty Uomet rs to ay (twenty-ff.v mU s). 

W have cover t si hundr d kilomet rs to date. We lay ov r 

a y now occ lly bee u e t e ds re so full. 

stand for houre morntn 

ni ht, ittng for r slice of so r br ad, if we get any, uaually don't, 

or waitin to be count d in or ou.t of the la.r e barns sle p tn. 

We ei her .tand in line or ma.rch !rom d yli t until d r . 

W re ettin wfully we many f th boys ea ot o muc 

farther. 

T re re many ma chin columns such as ou s. and all the 

bar in thi ecti.on are full e ry night. 

T re ta no r 1 day o r a . n rna, er 

y c pl of men aUo d out to carry wa r e r 

is only lf nou h to drink, and on to wash or ehav . 

W are v ry dirty, v ry tired, ery bun ry and wea . T e 

Uce which ly v ryo has tn abund n e all but driving u mad. 

e certainly c:anno carry on much f rther t this ra . 
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March 25, 1945 

e have walked &bout eix hundred and ighty kUometere 

at this time . 

f w tim we hav gotten a amall pi ce of bre which i• 

only enough to au<~~~<;; u hungrier, bu ra i s r ecarce for the thousand 

8, nly prt era. 

he r ombing nigh ·and day and s e lot• of air ctivity. 

W wal t large ci 'i s to void being c u ht in a raid. 

I aw B-17 omber god wn ju t now. hrw etwmn 

ailed out a.nd te didn't et y 

r abenft. 

n. ot tt. 

ast ew aya. r v ry 

w k and h n ry, so dirty. T e He a eating us i.ve. God, uch 

filth. I never dre ned I coul t o di ty. Sure wish l ew ho much 

loner will 

l juet 

t. I'm afr id I casmot on much fa t r. 

dac f r w h r e meat f r dinner. It lled 
I 

pr tty rou h, s t sun has been ery warm the past fe 

retty ood d wa t nder, but bit too blooQy. 

aya. It st d 

hen a m ls i a na dea h, th y do n t blee as h n 

th y r b ch red op rl y . 

gry 

could ne 

M rch Z , 1945 

A uta ven hundr d flfty Uometere w. ear v ry 

. I uthaeb n ho s to ain with, or I 

bil. 

March 30, 1945 

We have covered a df.et&DC or seven hundred and tghty 
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kilometers. e in em 1 r e a.i. 0 t. ry 

positio with ir ul of Am We ve n ! 0 he!' 

0 nob ds, b t we do c nt b rrac 

pri 1, 19 5 

E r Sun y a in. Tod ywe ere is 111 

o£ bre or nm m n · ,.. three y 7e r 1 eked naide wtre n-

elo ure and r rving. T 1i m mi e ble c n 

bar y i . 

Mybu dy n roke. ou 1 ov wi b that fe ls 

e poison ivy. • or t e lie • in p n 'bl f r t i . I' 

we c nnot e ur thi co bina.tion of phy ieal t rtu ry mu 1 n ·er. 

came a. lo 

n fir 

floor. T 

o tr 

of h avy 

s raffin 

Ju t fiat 

T re 

A e \. re sit.t'n i. our b rr ~ks a few hour o, 

ar of o or , h am ilia t r of fi.f y c libe 

~d lug ·arted e ring thr ugh our b rr e a. d v d t the 

e plane cUm e and ove, llr lly r e 

nches to 

o more t 

rnber 

0 

o int , so 

out of he .. in n~ 

sto ur e r . 

to 

e for it. 

s. Tb boy 

• b t 

w en t e unmis m 

rt u 

en ir 

h ildty h e the e. 

c:e to o. c use t 

cotty, I et nd • th doo y d a.tch 

th form i.on of tiny, silvery cro es o gli ing smoothly alo toward 

ue, w know that by a.n Act of C only could we eelbly ec:a the tone 

5 
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of explosi • t t would be hurled down upon us in the next few minut s . 

8 utiful, cl r d y , and the pl r vew high. 

r y fl guns op n d up round us, e 1 

shook nd r r ng. 

n b rr gee of t Ack-Ack we could r only our h arts 

be ti.ng. fo tion g arly ver s, I relieved because I 

thou ht th y uld ure y have tarted b mbing at th end the runw y . 

t this very in tant came the tiny familiar whistle whi.ch we all recognized 

at th same im . "\ e dov to th round s this tnnoc nt w istl radually 

d velo d into blood-curdling cr am, a the avy bombs n rocking 

the world round • Closer and closer they came , .Pounding harder , and 

harder . The ntire world seemed to b jumping and bouncing. ny of 

t rted ble ding, or the hands came ff t i wrist watchee . 

All our d pounded violently. . It s done . T fl gun silent, the 

r id s over. B ides being we k from hung r , sick, dirty, nd cov red 

wi.th lie , everyone is o nervou th t, I'm sure , nev r se n men 

in such eon ition. 

11 fully re t we r unk, but I c r tnly te t 

giv up n 

prU 6 , 1945 

They v promised s tb t wi.U move w y rom here 

I 

before get r raid. Tb last one certainly did lot f damage. 

I'm o e k that I c nnot stand up any 1 n th f ime no • My 

legs just won.'t tak it. About ev ryone is tn the me condition. l don't 

see how we will be strong enough to march out of here. At any time now, 



oi.n t 

Uth, c , nd thi t r bl r h, 

march n in t the ed f er c buddi 

r c • t to t it. 

• a v io 

om in 

n 

&nd forced 

Som 

6 
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A rU 11, 1945 

The front follow us clo .... . T hund r s r r of it c rd 

d y and night. Sometimes we c ste two or three mall pot to 

T y reused !o hog !e d . The only feed fo toe in G rmany i 

potatoes, ru be s, or tr w. 

Th dan r, s t front ars , is not so fe ed this 

s rv t n ich i lo ly. t ur ly, coming. 

April 13, 1945 

bout one hundred nd forty kilomet rs no • A:U night marchin . 

r arly lib r t d 1 t night. Th gu rd bandon d us , 

but came b c ag in nd forced us on. 

It seem t t t m ric roo hav driv n to the Elbe 

River on bo h ide of u , and the J re tryin ~o get us cross 

be!o they clo the gap. Th re i pl nty of r o·n n round a , 

thin re r lly popping. 

Thy r rchin s h rd now ve y ni ht , I'm beginning 

I 

to stag er ery much . If I "'.uc;"""' it u til m rntng, '11 b v ry lucky. 

One c nnot fa ut oi t march bee u e th • t o p re everyw re , 

and one ., uld be hot n i ht. 

With my uddies tn abo t he me condi i n, we try v ry 

w y imaginable to keep each other oing. Just ewer about re dy 

to drop nd give up, we stopped for few minu es ...... tho entire column. 

he c mm der i ch ckin on po ibUiti.cs of getting 

us crosa the river. 
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Bul n I ortunity 

lip 

er 0 h y ngth 

u b fo h p f. c 0 

The lum of bout 

mile f om b nw 

or in c v y mu h t m , 

le in o n t 

timbe :round u . m t not re, or w 

oun G r irl here b fed 

cr 0 k u hi en 

nd f d COtnr rri . T i t 

v • 1 d b tt r p y it to the nd. My buddy mil bt prov . 

Fri y, 

Th 

cti.vi.ty t 0 • u e 

b one 

y cont re 

o r troop mov in. vcn if 

do n't em to b 

t . t 0 t ywUl ot 

I can se • from my hidi 

ot 1 o u, t 

y t op , 

wil b luc y to u 

tin Jerri don't fin 

vry vy 

vUy. 

8 

thi. villa e 

wUl 

b ttl • 

o£ the olumn ve e n hiding. T y re, t i.e mom n , 1 d up in 



t r d t be oin of t 

Tou h luc ~ 1 d . Th y 

t, nth nd f th 

e eh 

number f ed m n t this t" 

11. 1 k ho tc h tiny ric 

p ne ju t w 

ted the col 

rtillery 

very 

fe ho 

5 . s. t 

r. 

ni. 

pr vi 

e i d"pptn 

in 

oyl 

r too 

y tim. 

n v i.d in en co 

t. 

.T 

e co 

rtUl ry ob tt.on 

n. 

·u b n 

cold drink 

d the p at 

, P r P , 

d by t e p owHng 

T t y 1 ne op d nd ived ov t column of m ric 

ri. on r 

e r ycle. 1 m. · in t t 

with n t 1. t r i thi • t a em th t 

ld it, s t f' • rifl 

pl e. t 

pl IJ vily t 0 r b t not ow 

ju it t . 

t ju f i bts. I the c nt 

villa c iz shi . 

tn my life. sid i 1-

0 t f p i on 

• a t.nni c 1 y . It l t 0 

6 



fu to • e all tllta, but l know it because a Yank Just _.tun.lly grt.ne 

at ttme lt~ this. 

tf thb ta a econntaenee tank, the others '91tll be up quickly,. 

!t haa drawn -rery little, U any, fi.Te . 

rfe run to the vUlage as fast as ur weakened e0Dd1.tton wtU 

permit. Two Yanks lk up the road to meet ••· Jrbudng as t knew 

they would be. To gr sp the nds of our comr des, whom we had waited 

for !or ovel" two years, t. something t aball never forget. 

T y ass red us that the village was full of tanks and half ... 

t-racks. aDd that rucks were on the way up after ua. 

arOUlMI smoktag our first cigarette for weeks, and 

1 we walked 

Uy sbaldng huda. 

ther wel'e tears streaking their dusty, unshaven faces, as well as our 

own. 

They t'o~ced the Cierman ladles of the vtllage to fry eggs for 

us while we were waittng for the trueks to rrtve. 

Soon the tru ka arrtve and we are loaded on. We w ve last 

aood to the boys w o saved us, and face the west for the first 

Once aaata we are lUng -· toward home -- a three ~ara' d am ~a1raa 

true. 

For the first time stnce my c tun, t eee daat lt 

T1aaDk Ood ~ r the atrength &ad eourap. 

At another vUlage way beldJMI the linea, 

ele p tn a feather bed tn a b • _...,. 

te4. We ••• 
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ne to rt er . Th 

r c in by t s the£ t dually 

1\ m. 

T do v ry ~- It mu t v 

0 pit 

T y 0 
T I . ;&. 

it. I don't 0 ·lo I'll r . lr u do t 

no i a 

My 
... I _ink t an 1 . 

i o tir d. t oing to ry 
I 

. B :vill 00 

m . I hi b tt r ·a 

y, ou cl. I c rta ho he n old u 

nil om. 0 0 c clo r to me t n h s been. 

We bave alw yw en toae be:-. Tr inin&, fightiAg, 11 lea m foreign 

Clities. \n 'son, or ina and s r vin After four years, two fellows 

iD good times and bad, get pretty well qualnted. 

prU 18, 1945 

Four yeara aao od&y I became a aoldler io the Amert.can 

A~my. 1 aet out to ••• wb& wu about. Now, aa I lay her \n 

• -tora cou.u ryaide, i 

Ul etum.d l 

u 
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I n no hur y t e . I don't t t ee y friend . 

ve no pl s fort ... futu o ho a or de tr .I m v ry t red, 

d b ut fini h d, rhen • i.t 5 1l ri t. D 

o fo i iv n, c tur do r t ye r 

o, I nd i ·ty ou 6. T d y. hund d, 

cv n. 

T y um w nt to F nee. t c i.nlyf 1 1 lo . I 

m one c:re ny en th of ime, ~h· w 1 

he e i I nou mo t of th tim. 

I 11 ll tan 't. 

j 5th a n Ho p 1 

t d v c ort t .. 
0 :villl 

re r . me pl c h b inn tle p m 1, ti m, ut 

ppy ro cl. 

prU 19, 9 5 

Fl • to y f om HUd hi • G F 

Hund ed of tl lib d ri. r n 1 tt ntion 

b y. 

1 in t. :r. rc 1, t pi linP ria. Ie walk 

a ai.n, nd ve e of co in dh r 1 p y-

nt. 

d ur t I Part 

.. bit. I t '• I t to e . 
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I u 0 tlh v littl too much 1' nin 

1 n er . un y. r own d 

m m v rv 

In r 1 

en my. nd e.l no ce t eG r 

E y. d10pp d tin . } . rp 

hi 1 ' od c rt in he hall. he fl of lind, 

of r 1' hte • d thou of ou 

0 rly v ry ly ... lC .. .. 

m . d r t, in t t lled d 

'd th-n bee u e our v r i n 

ch nc tn tim ever con1 let ly r of v s 



claoeeo it te ence toe lati.Da t.n prwou. lt d 

eeliD& that :w ye follows b h nervous teaate., 

In t Wl'J beet c:oDdt.t'ou of eon lU.. we were never 

• Al ya o ot c aky came the wo t ato me. 

We before the war flDally over, we 

t r d, for mor p tng by oa• 

nythtna ur rae•• cJM:)H tQ dar t them. If 

Cetlllll .._,.~ri,,. thia U 

y 

J 

Smaday, U 30, 1945 

T y went on tour of P Ia c ted for the ho p 

rq pob.t o! interest were: Notre 0 Amerf.cau Red Crosa. 
I 

wJaere S Loui ld finally bebe ded. I saw the 

ap]~'&U .. uaed for thle. 1 eo aw the tomb of the unknown soldier 

• 

the • tiD1l!aht. the mb of Napoleon. the Etffel To r, the 01'1lp• 

S Llberty, tbe w rld• bu 

mc81tDM•at• of Olcl Ciothlc chitecture, some d& db 

Cellttvy. 

le ta., I 
la time, brlelly -,~-





rr shment eam n 

be 1ooc1 de , but t the ttme we 

8peetally, the lou day box ear 1'l4e. 

ere n orthern 

bout tile c d. d wi. te 

mneteen forty-t c 

re ta, and 8 

ce 

lt 

t 

Mom 

We 

8 

a no 

• 
be 

D'le t • 

ny, we 

• 

c 

!'tel'S 

sero. 

-IPCI41M t ke p U 

d lar ahtpmeat of t 

reel. lt contatned e~poy-

of foPty-f , we, ta my S 

1 fl' t Red Croaa ew..y wee 

7 

t equlpmellt &all nadtq 

:•tkfld for &Ilia. 

f m the Y.M.C.A. 

J\t the be mdq el -•tcsa·y eeuon of fo ty·four, we N 

:)l~t'JD81d of f, a&:Pt!tl!!lll. Then, ano " epe 

e leo, 

• 



b tter at this time of year than "lager" , or. in English, just pl in j U, 

or prison. 

Th windows wer tividl lly frosted. The bar were wrapped 

in uch ma r t 

of holiday beauty. 

t their u ly usefulness a changed into design 

The interior w s b utiful replic of a b lroom 

on Main treet in ny of our hom towns. 

Our tree was powdered shlnin silver,' hung with bright 

colored orn m nt . ·e p ced it i.n window, nd th Germ n civilians 

c me for mil e around to s e it. I m ur there w s not on more 

b autiful in ny. 

u in rior of a 1 ger, or prison, t very dull. dark, 

nd has v ry Uttl p r nc , o her than omething life! s. de d, 

71 

for Otten, dr ry, as only a prlson c But, on this lovely Chriatmaa, 

la t e all s n in captivity, it is splash of vivid c lor . It is 

udy a the shop nd s. r hom , and w r proud of it. 

In our Claa • A uniforms it we look as well as any soldi r in 

Europe , and better than the greater per cent. 

We have all the food we can eat and cigarettes or pipe and 

tobacco for those who prefer them. We hold a Christmas Eve service 

with the aid of Bibles and hymn books . 

Yea , we had everything, along with the Season'• Geeting• 

from our own beloved ed Cross , provider of it all. 

In February, nineteen forty-five , we wer forced to march. 

Across Oermany we came , from east tow st. For about three months 
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vilia vae1)eee al , '!'U.Jmtng 

from t advancing •• nt. There wu "I'Y I ttle f od vatlable, 

e n fqr the ctvi.li s. e were nly pr one •. 

We starv d, suffered f om expo u e, tru.g e to 

in the ba.nd3 of ur me e a eaptn a. T a encUd ma a 

•teaee 

•• wh 

t e Cross h d lwa.ys ope,. for us, d been •topped There 

abeolutely no c ~ction ith the ciutatde world. T ee ...-e recetved a 

few food parcels from m .. These we e dtvtded mona ue. tam eo 

re, that b cause f these two occaatons, I m tve today to te 

n few worde ln tbetr behalf. thout ae toocl reeb. tMre 

would w been hundreds wb could not have lt.ed th p. • terrib 

ma c n my gr !.) lone, and I ow that m ny ot 

e sa.me, or possibly rse. 

g upa expe te 41 

Men tn sections who could not be reached by the d C e, 

o men who had not been regiete ed, did not! e ao U u we. hte 

'91&8 ua y P'"tsoners of lee than atx mon a. 

Afte we we e lfberate by our merlean buddtea, we we e 

taken by tn.c::k to the r tJI. the front linee . . Tbe very flret alpt that 

e to our tired, blood•hot eyea a the world-famoua atJD of the 

C C o.e ln aU ita aloJ"Y. A phonogr ph, play\ng American'• 

•t mute, be uttlttl, but t\red meriaan · gtrle, aerl'tft1 
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t us an h c ldi 1 d 0 

rivi.n in 1 r e trucl· c nvoy ad"ly, s 1c a v -in" £r nt r d y 

lib r do tor oth r. 

t 1 d in lin whic ., . n . n 1 fU , d ere c d 

mo 1 y c 0 g t 

nd n1 el )ful tcm.w t " :£ri y, 

u mi o£ 0 Th r is n thin mor 

rc r n me ric omilc. The n1.Ue of 

ur irl · bl rc tincti n ·l' coni. s t 

iff re ce b ri o m, nd G d' 

"ft to d -- t d Cro 

I en in sever 1 ho i ce my 1" c ti n n in or 

dC 0 T y r on n 

-- co .t cting u en in ... it' 

n't bl • t yin u ly 1 itie J t tom e r livea 

or be r blc . • 

In t c'ti. & of oc-up·- Eu ope, they rvc meal . They 

c , for them to , but not much more t n enough to p y e s. 

T ir ot ch ing i only in c of rgency. 

exc p .. i.on , man on le v i ldom i.n uch t it 

uld n y. Tooy un yg od 1 n cc t" men 

·h runs 0 ... ff d n do ui.cl c h. 

h y fu ni re ,n ps n fo 

t w found th other in tim 0 ne d, d i ster, ndg d 

e n ·a well. 



be Datu? y; t m etty 

• t fe eolte e4 -
•• ye£ le e Job • 

1 yo am 

•• n t 

m e 

c aity, udly 

maon Cr~ y re dec 

• 5 many eternity 

ID dcltt nto I Ge ' 

• ter f)f I" tons we ep e 

Cr s. 

Cer nly all mow t r ent t 

0 tad 

t RedC o a to T 

tnce the •• mUll sold mef 

, except t y themse es, doaa d the t me 

• t 

c c1 to the boya y 



u 0 

'none w y r o 

nd 1 u bin . 

f>O 

e th 

a 1on . 

le 

I 

le 

, 1 " 

1l y e i c 

b 11 h utin , dri • i.n , d ncin , 

m. 

1 

c ..... tLe 'n · o • 

thi i th 

t 

thic a d. 

rei. 

6th 

nd i c l'"erh d, t 

out. 

oys r o th 

rou h or 

till h . 

nd 

u 

i 111 or h. 1 thi , · r i i.n 

o her 

t c 

y 12, 

d 0 pi lin ri o 1 

cu io 

l r , 

kes ho 

P . 

iti 

! 

d d, 

s u 

g i 

i hur 

ld y 

y 15, 1 

d om lo 

line .. i 

to et ho 

H 

y lo 

his 

yS. 

en 

d 

t . 

pr t y o . J 

c a in is ry 

75 

om 



ay 5 

ad n t e s n t l.e Havr . lt d sn't 

1 k teo ba .,..h shi.p i.s a ti.ny c ared to •orne have been 

of us, a ex- risone r8. on. re re 

e re cr 

r und wo 

t ge us 

very ncrvo n 

T s o in and 

-e,. n go hystcal ondi io 1. 

t t c nnnt be helped, &8 eve yone is tryi 

s e on as pos i c n spi f he act that we are aU 

si y ...,. "te , p rate in every way ossi 

76 

• 

t • g ·ng t be a long, bar voya e, an our patience is about exhauste4. 

aybe, alter we get n he ~ seas and ikely go d ick~ we wW 

bE' n e eontente This tiny tub will pr bably do eve y bing bu tu n 

n - t.n s. ndre men c no hold · ~ 

.. ay Z , 1 

I'll ve well. 

T d y e are off th coast o ng n at Sout mpt n It 8 

intna • us ing p large convoy. Donft kn w bea 

we wUl 8 ve f")f • Th s p om es o be a very slow t ip. 

Friday, ay 25, 1945 

Have been t sea about t'our days now. 

• bad or the ea very ough. The ship 

retiPCUWlble, but it ides much rougher thaD 

omehow t cannot appl" 
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be n y 1 " y no .. ct evel' 

!"'\ n t u 11 • b t . inly 

a oub tine . 
tu ·e n ri • !ell ner1 

~ us 

au vive thi I 

·s, it fu re 

v y! t e ;vho 

sn.i , "Ye 

in e' m. 

tu r fo nU 

~t #- cr . 

en •hy or 

Ui th 

m ri. 1 Day. r Hero ay. ert inly n ec 

nific nee o · tod y, whi.l it' tr me nin i f· honour minds. 

th ev 'ng ry 1 v fo . It 

is eontinu' t ni t. 
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l, 15 

r vaa rnct in e York I rbor by a 11 aft with 

a ... A. C. band layin . I was a vc y beautiful stght. e 11 appreciated 

this welco e er. met o the • cl.. , n giv n coffee and dougbnute 

by o.be R d Cro y il ,.,i Il1.C t' in ew 

J sey. 

June 7, 1 45 

.L aken :,y r •t today n Ba:racks, 'tsaouri. Boy, 

thi high e ne i .... I m more accustomed to 

walk-ing. 

June 12, 1945 

A rive U in Des .1oines. fte't' !ou years the place 

a ui coplc .a e cl li lc, ,~.>e ·ha s not as m c e ! have. ~ell, 

I'm home t ,. w, .t'or a sixty a; e t. Thank C-od f r 've yth\ng. 

..,.,onight 1 rem mbe e oys who di.dn rna- it. I must le n am le 

a ain. 

Augua 22, 1945 

t s nt st week in the be u iful. rlington Hotel in Hot Sprinp, 

rkansaa, at the expense of Uncle Sam. It was lovely. 

I s diacha.rged from the :rmy t C mp Chaffee, Arkansas 

yesterday •• Today, I am home gain. I m wea ing civilian 1 thing. 

They feel funny to m . I oba ly ! 1 funny to them. 

I 11 no-, try to pick u the lo see a and c rry on wbare t 

off when Uncle Sam called. 
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e 1· ·:rr y 

discottr to r in t 

ill e 

I c 

re 
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