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PURPOSE:
To obtain the Commanding General s approval and signalure on the Parks Range Safety Waiver.
(ENCLOSURE 1)

RECOMMENOATION:
That each ag€ncy list€d revi6wfor supportability and comment back NLT the indic€t€d Suspense.

DISCUSSION:

a. The Parks Range Test Bay Area inspects, certifies, and appfoves various weapons. The u,eapons are
mounted on a stationary vico and can only go down range inlo the impact area at the same point every time
it is f ired.

b. The Parks Range All Army / Training/ Qualific€tion Area is used for Train-The-Trainors, Qualifications,
Operations, and Competilions to include hosting Staie, Regional, National, and International Matches.

c. Range Control SuNey Branch, using submitted Fort Benning Form 210-4-3R, (Firing/Nonfiring Data
Form) for Parks Range Test Bay Area, inspected the range to ensure the range u€s in compliance with DA
PAf.l 385-63 and AR 385-63.

d. During the Parks Range Test Bay Area inspection, it u€s determined that the surface danger zone
extends across Sunshine Road, the Chatiahoochee Rivor, and into the Alabama portion of the installation.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE:

C = CONCUR
CM/C = CONCUR WITH coMMENT
NC = NONCONCUR (commont required)
C/DEF = CONCUR BY DEFAULT

Failure to resoond bv the susoenso date imDlies concurlence.
S: COB 20 FEBRUARY 2009 COOROINATION/APPROVAL

OFFICE ACTION NAME ANO DATE OFFICE ACTlON NAME AND OATE

SURVEY CONCUR T. BOLDING
RANGE DIV L ^JJ+J 2? ?,} 'T
SAFETY CONCUR Ill. RISHEF.W
DOT ee"lae- l?'r E\l-

|l\

STAFF REMARKS: (comma.d Group ue onry) APPROVAL AUTHORITY:

APPROVED:

DISAPPROVED:

NOTED:
FB Form 26-R-tl JAN 08 cnt:rtrstontortsonso'."'o



E. CONTINTJED:
Controlling factors are as follows: Parks Range is a Knolvn Distance trainlng range used by
the USAMIJ in which commands are given to control firing at target points on the All
Army/Training/Qualific€tion Area or Test Bay Area testing weapons placed into a mount and
locked into place by a vice to eleiminate movement when fired. All firing on Parks Range is under
controlled conditions restricted to Competitors/Military Personnel, USAMU members as
lnstructors/Trainers, Range Safety Officers, competitors such as Civilian and Armed Forces
personnel, and Soldiers Rifle/Pistolqualificalions. USAMU CombavAction/Service Rifle/Pistol
Sections, and Custom Fire Arms Shop roulinely tesl, execute, compete, instruct blanKire, and
lMetire training unde. controlled conditions. All Personnel arc under conirolled contitions entering
and exiting the Target Pit Areas. The quality of training of USAMU Soldiers is specialized in
taciical and competitive marksmanship and focused on world class shooting, which includes and
exceeds Army qualific€tion standards. The weapons and ammunition being used have been
certified, inspected, and are of the highest q{rality match grade equipment. L,SAMIJ personnel
have been trained, certified, and are coniinuously enhancing weapons testing and marksmanship
skills through Civilian and Military instruction. The number of Instructor to Students ratio achieves
and exceeds range safety requirements with all factors of satety taken into consideration.
USAMU has taken p.ecautions to onsure proper use of all steel targets, are eoforced. The olc
ensures the target positioning will not violate lhe Left and Right limits. The OIC will also ensure
targets wil be positioned at the base of the berm to aviod Competitors/lrilitafy Personnel from
shooting over the top of the berm compartment. All steel targets will be sei up and removed by
USAI\4U personnel in v,/hich the steel will be pointed downward to reduce ricochet.
Competitors/tr,,lililary Personnel will engage targets from a safe distance in IAW the limitations
described in th€ USAtvlU SOP for use of Steel Targets (Enclosure 5) and the Fort Benning Form
210-4-3.R scenario.

The berm on Parks Range is approximat€ly 10 ft- high and 16 meters wide. B€yond the impact
aroa, the terrain is heavily forested. Based upon fhing on Parks Range Tesl Bay Area hom a
fixed vice position to a fixed target, and controlling factors just mentioned for the All
Army/Training/Oualification Area, the distance to Sunshine Road, as well as the low angles of
elevation for firing, the stalistical probablility of any rounds extending beyond Sunshine Roed, the
Chattahoochee River, and and the Alabama portion of the installation are miniscule.

f. We request areas to b6 \ /aived as follolvs: The surface dangor zone for the Test Bay Area that
oxtends across Sunshine Road, the Chattahooch€o River. and into the Alabama portion of the
installation. We also requesl the use of Steel Targets on the Parks Range Ail
Army/Training/Qualificaiion Area, IAW USAMU SOP for us€ of Stoel Targets (Enclosure 5) and
the Fort Benning Form 21G4-3-R scenarao. Rask management factors \ ,ere considered in the
development of the range safety waiver and ihe conclusion of low risk \ /as reached (Enclosure
4). A range !!Eiver for Parks Range has been granted annually by the Commanding General.

g. This wEiver authority TRADOC REG 385-2, 27 January 2000, Paragraph 6-3 Range Safety
Waivers, specifies procedures for granting waivers of range safety criteria contained in AR 385-
63 and DA PAM 385-63, which authorizes IVIACOM commanders to waive specific safety criteria.
This waiver authority is delegated to general officers mmmanding TRADOC installations. lt shall
not be further delegated. (Enclosure 2).

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commanding General sign the waiver at Enclosu.e 1 . This
waiver is valid for '1 year. In the event of an accident aising from use of this range under these
waived conditions. the waiver becomes invalid until reinstated bv this headquarters-



DEPARTi'ENT OF THE ARMY
HEADOUARTERS UNIfED SfATES ARIIY INFANTRY CEIiITER

FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 31905-5OOO

ATAL-BM-C ls fnft1 xcl'i

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTORATE OF OPERATIONS AND TRAINING.
ATTN: ATSII-OTR, USAIS, FORT BENNINC, CA 31905-5593

STJBJECT: Rangc Safbty Waivcr Parks Range

I .  REFERENCES:

a. AR 385-63, Rangc Safety, l9 May 03.

b. DA PAM 385-63, Range Sat'ety, l2 Apr 03.

c. Mcmorandum, HQ TRADOC, ATCS-S, l0 Oct 00, Subjcct: Autk)rity to Waivc Satbty
Critcria containcd in AR 3135-63.

2. Thc controlling t'actors arc as tblbws: Parks Rangc is a Known Distancc training rangc uscd
by thc USAMU in which commands arc given b contml fir ing at targct points on thc All
Arrny/Training/Qualification Arca or Tcst Bay Arca, testing wcaF)ns placcd int) a mount and
lockcd into placc by a vicc to eliminatc movcmcnt whcn fired. All firing on Parks Range is
undcr controllerl conditions rcstrictcd to Compctitors / Military Pcrsonncl, USAMU ncmbcrs us
Instruck)rs/Traincrs, Rangc Satbty Ol}jccrs, compctitors such as Civilian and Armcd Forccs
pcrsonrrcl, and Soldicrc Rillc/P istol qualilications. USAMU Combat/Action/Scrvicc Ritlc/Pistol
Tcarls, and Cusk)m Firc Arms Shop routincly tcst, cxooutc, q)mpc'te, instruct blankfirc, and livc
lirc training undcr controllcd oonditions. All Pcrsonncl are undcr controllql q)ntitions cntcring
and cxiting the Target Pit Arcas. Thc quality oftraining ofUSAMU Soldicrs is spccializerl in
tactical and oompctitivc marksmanship and titcused on world class shooting, which includes and
cxcccds Army qualilication standards. USAMU personnel havc bccn traincd, ocrtillcd. and are
continuously enhancing weapons testing and marksmanship skills through civilian and rnilitary
instruction. Thc numbcr oflnstructor to Students ratio achieves and cxcccds rangc saibty
requirements with all tactors ofsalbty takcn inb cnnsidcration. USAMU has taken prccautions
to ensurc propcr usc ofall stccl targcts, are enlbrced. The OIC ensures thc targct positioning will
not violate the Left and Right limits. The olC will also cnsurc tarSets wil be positioned at the
base ol-the berm to aviod Competitors / Military Personnel liom shooting over the top ofthc
bcrm compartmcnt. All steeltargets will beset up and rcmovcd by USAMU personnel inwhich
the stccl will bc pointcd downward to reduce ricochet. Competitors / Military Pcrsonnel will
engagc targcts from a safe distance in IAW the limitations described in thc USAMU SOP lbr use
ofsteelTargcts (Encl5) and thc Fort Benning Form 210-4-3-R scenario. Priorto routinc tcstinS,
all TJSAMU pcrsonncl will obscrve right/left limits, safaty briefings, overall rangc layout, and
target areas.



ATAL-BM-C
SUBJECT: Range Safety Waiver- Parks Range

L Thc berm on Parks Range is approximately I0 ft. high and l6 meters wide. Beyond thc
impact area, the terrain is heavily forested. Based upon firing on Parks Range Test Bay Area
from a fixed vice position to a fixed target. and controlling factorsjust mentioned. the distance to
Sunshine Road, as well as the low angles ofelevation lbr fuing, the statistical probablility ofany
rounds extending beyond Sunshine Road. the Chattahoochee River, and into thc Alabama portion
ofthe installation are miniscule. Risk management factors were considcrcd in the development
ofthe range waiver and the conclusion oflow risk was reached (Flncl 4).

4. Under the provisions mentioned above. the areas to be waivcd are as follows: the surlace
dangcr zonc for the Test Bay Area that cxtends across Sunshine Road, the Chattahoochee River.
and into the Alabama portion ofthe installation, as shown in enclosure 3. We also rcquest the
usc of Steel Targets on Parks Range. IAW USAMTJ SOP for usc of Steel Targets (Encl 5) and
the for tBcnn ingForm2l0-4- l -Rsccnar io . ' lh iswa ivcr isva l id fo raone-yearper iod .  In  thc
evcnt of an accident arising from use ofthc range under these waived conditions. this waivcr
becomes invalid until rcinstatcd by this hcadquarters.

5. POC for this action is SFC Janet Sokolowski, S-3 Range NCOIC, IJSAMU. 706-545-
7 I 74lDSN 835-7 | 74 or j4Detle&alay*i@usqaffrnyd.

5 l lnc ls
L Sal'cty Waiver Memorandum
2. Authority to Waive Salety Crit€ria
3. Map Depicting SDZ to be Waived
4. Risk Management Worksheet
5. TJSAMU SOP for Using Steel

C I :
Commandcr, (JSAMt.l
Combat Readiness Office
( 'ommandcr .  I  RAI )O( ,  A l  lNr  A ICS-S

l/v"''tLXbkL^
MICHAEt, D. BARBI]RO
Major General, t.lSA
Commanding General
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARIVY

HEADOUAR'TERS ARMY ARKSMANSHIP UNIT
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 31905.3103

01 October 2008ATAL-BM-C

MEMORANDUI\.4 FOR Chief Range Control' Directorate of Plans, Training and

l\,4o b il izatio n

SUBJECT: Standard Operating Procedures for Use of Steel Targets During USAMU

Live-flre Training

The USAI\,4U has been using steel targets since 1992. This is our 16rn year of

shooting on steel and there has never been a reportable incident involving the use of

steel ta;gets on our ranges. As stated in Army Field Manuals, Army Safety Regulations'

Departm;nt of the Army Pamphlets, lvlemorandums, and Documents that support
proper safety techniques, Army marksmanship wil l always be hazardous The

a*"r"n""" of the inherent risks allow us to develop and implement controls, the use of

steel iargets is just one more factor to be included in our risk management program

USAIVIU has taken precautions to ensure proper use of all steel targets, are enforced

The OIC ensures the target positioning wil l not violate the Left and Right l imits

The OIC wil l also ensure targets wil be positioned at the base of the berm to avrod

Competitors / Mil itary Personnel from shooting over the top of the berm compartment.

All steel targets wil l be set up and removed by USAMU personnel in which the steel wil l

be poinied downward to reduce ricochet. Competitors / l\,4il i tary Personnel wil l engage

targets from a safe distance in IAW the l imilaiions described in this USAMU SOP for

use of Steel Targets and the Fort Benning Form 210-4-3-R senario

1 There are a number of reasons we shoot on steel targets, the following is a partial

l ist:

a) Steel targets are an integral part of our shooiing sports course design lf wedo
not have steel targets to train on we will not be able to compete and wn

b) Util izing steel targeis for ourtraining allows our shooters to dedicate all available

training time to shooting instead of moving down range and repairing paper

rargers.

c) Steel targets are more economical than papertargets and electronic targets as

they need only paint and minimal care to remain serviceable for many years'

d) Steel targets are a very imporiant part of our Train the Trainer Courses Steel

targets ailow our students to get visual and audio logical feedback as well as

see shot groups and coach down range performance without leaving the

shooting Position.
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2. The following are some ofthe controls we place on the use of steel targets:

a) Pistol

a. Never closerthan 7 yards with reactive ordownward angled steel.

b. Never closer than '12 yards on Static steel.

c. Never on rifle steel.

d. Steel will be oriented so that it presents an angle of less than 24 degrees
to the shooler.

b) Rilie / Automatic Weapons

a. Never closerthan 12 yards with reactive or downward angled steel.

b. Never closer than 25 yards for static steel.

c. Never use steel core or penetrator rounds other than M855 ball.

d. Never use M855 ball closer than 100 yards.

e. Steel will be oriented so that it presents an angle of less than 24 degrees
to the shooter.

f. Frangible ammo may be shot as close as 1 yard.

g. No calibers greater than 7.62x51mm inside of 100 yards without
frangible ammo.

c) Shotgun

a. Never closer than 7 yards on any steel.

b. Frangible shot may be used as close as 1 yard.

c. No slugs, steel shot or breaching rounds.
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3.

e) All steel

a. Never mix rifle and pistol steel. Once steel is used for rifle it is ALWAYS
rifle. Firing pistol ammo on rifle steel Wll result in excessive fragmenting

of bullets 0n imPact.

b. Atl steel must be calibrated prior to use.

General safety requirements remain the same, however if there is steel in any anay'

wiro nrouno Lv" protection and Ear Protection is required for: lvlembers and

S'n"Stei"lCorpLtitors of the USAIVIU. During Training Events: Kevlar and IBA are

added along with Eye and Ear Protection

There will always be some amount of fragments from shooting sleel' once rounds

imoact a pie"e'ot steel the path of fragments can not be guaranteed' By using the

ouiO"fi*! *" ""t tost fragments will not reach the shooters, any which do will not

6e capable of serious injury'

Point of Contact for this memorandum is SFc Janet Sokolowski, USAMU Range

NCOIC, 706-545-7174 or ianet.sokolowski@usaac armv mil'

4 .

5 .

LTC,


