


HE MIGHTY ATOM... )

ATOMIC WEAPONS
IN LAND COMBAT

By Col. G. C. Reinhardt and Lt. Col. W. R. Kintner

This new book explores the problem that today confronts all military men—and citizens.
How will atomic weapons affect tactics and strategy? What is the meaning on the bat-
tlefield of this almost unknown, untried, tmghtv power? This is the first book to evalu-

ate the new military weapon on tomorrow’s battlefield.

The authors show how the atomic weapon challenges military leaders because it is a
tool that demands new and exacting skills. Changes as radical as yesteryear’s invention
of gunpowder face the leaders of today’s armies, who must know how to recognize po-
tential atomic targets and must learn how to set up the correct missions to deal with

these targets.

Discussed for the first time are such important topics as the atomic weapons and
airborne strategy, offensive and defensive tactics when both sides have atomic weapons.
prosective measures, medical aspects. the new aspects of the logistical problem, the new
casualty rase factor, the demands of individual and unit training, plus an appendix
with 2 wealth of defmitions. charts, and tables.

Awase of the challenge presented by the new wol of war. the thoughtful milicary
man and ssudent will welcome this opportunity ® ssudy this cascfully cvalusted discws
sim of whet the stamic wespon seally meam w0 the srmed fasces of tadey
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TEAMWORK

Teamworh is the Keyvnote to success on any but-
tieficld., Tt encompasses all branches of the serv-
ice and all ~ervices @x depicted hereon: Tactical
Adr Intantry Armor. Ceoperation such as this
as~ures us of our ultimate oal-—Victory in Battle!
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HE MIGHTY ATOM...

ATOMIC WEAPONS
"IN LAND COMBAT

" This new book explores the problem that today confronts all military men—and citizens.
How will atomic weapons affect tactics and strategy> What is the meaning on the bat-
defield of this almost unknown, untried. mighty power? This is the first book to evalu-
ate the new military weapon on tomorrow’s battlefield. : :

The authors show how the atomic weapon challenges military leaders because it is a
tool that demands new and exacting skills. Changes as radical as yesteryear's invention
of gunpowder face the leaders of today’s armies, who must know how to recognize po-
tential atomic targets and must learn how to set up the correct missions to deal with
these targets. '

Discussed for the first time are such important topics as the atomic weapons and
airborne strategy, offensive and defensive tactics when both sides have atomic weapons,
protective measures, medical aspects, the new aspects of the logistical problem, the new
casualty rate factor, the demands of individual and unit training, plus an appendix
with a wedlth of definitions, charts, and tables.

Aware of the challenge presented by the new tool of war, the thoughtful military
man and student will welcome this opportunity to study this carefully evaluated discus-
sion of what the atomic weapon really means to the armed forces of today.

$3.95

‘Foreword by Lt. Gen. Manton S. Eddy, U. S. Army
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KOREA
1950

A pictorial history of the farst

6 months of the Korean con- .

flicc. Several hundred combat
photographs, explained by
short. terse capdons, make up
cthe contents of this graphic
record of the cary fighting in
the tiny nation of Korea. Pre-
pared by the Department of
the Army, the photographs
used here were made by cam-
eramen accompanving the
woops into action. 281 pages,

with illusorations.

$1.25

LETTERS to

, 1 suggest, the letter
might be published in ARMOR maga-
zine; however, the writer, as he re-

Since becoming a member of the
Armor Association, | have experi-
:ix::e:l ahdsep sense of admiration for

igh degree or esprit de corps it
l:osters.g 1 especially s:plaud its ef-
forts 1o disseminate to the American
Public, the taxpavers as well as the
military man, the various ramifica-
tions of Armor and mobile warfare.
It incites interest in a very important
segment of our national defense.

As a means of creating a greater
interest in Armor within the 50th Ar-
mored Division, I am respectfully
requesting the General's permission
to establish a “Commanding General
Award” (or a similar tide) which
shall consist of “Associate Member-
ship” in the U. S. Armor Associa-
tion. Such award will be given, at
the end of summer field training, to
the outstanding noncommissioned of-

the EDITOR

ficer in each major command
Combat Command A
. Combat Command B
EoginecrBaralion
eer
Division Trains
Reconnaissance Battalion
Provisional Battalion
I am enclosing my personal check
in the amount of $38.00 (8 x $4.75>
to cover membership costs for the
current year.
I personally would like to remain

anonymous and have the award pre-

'~
*

avy is Mobile Minded
After reading the introductory copy
of your magazine ARMOR from cover to
cover ] wish to subscribe for it and am
ing a money order in the amount
of eight dollars for a two years subscrip-

tion.

Although I am a Navy man with
over twenty-five vears service I am very
much interested in

F 0
'

1o me .
I am a Chief Cf::munita:ion Tech-

ARMOR is published bimonthly by the United States Armor Associotion.

Copyright: ARMOR is copyrighted 1953 by the United States Armor Associotion
Reprint Rights: Authorized so long as proper credit is given and lefter of notification
- is forwarded to Editorial Offics. Two copies of the reprinting would be appreciated.
mzmamwwqmwusmmm&e-

We DO NOT occept paid

fion; o profit

and concems only those items which may be
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odvestising, Such adverfising 03 does cppear in ARMOR is corefully selected by the Editor
ARMOR s ct .

to o prof | coreer.

Monwecripts: All content of ARMOR is coniributed without poy by those interested in
furthering the professional qualification of members of the Armed Services. All mane-
scripts should be addressed to the Editoricl Office, 1727 K Street, N.W., Washington
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Change of Addr All ch of

for the Mor-Apr issve, efc.
Rotes: See bottom of contents poge.

ﬁmnaﬁnmbwmmhvhmdpubﬁuﬁendcnefeoém,whichit
the 25th day of the odd month of the yeor: i.e., Jon. 25 for the Jan-Feb issue, Mor. 25

Id be sent to the. Editorial Office in

nician, now on inactive duty in the
Fleet Reserve, been released from
i Fi after a two-

quired to send your
warfare, ARMOR, to a friend of mine
in Java, Indonesia.

\0|l|>rn magazine. . I
or to my present assignment
served as a Uniwq Nziqns Mxhtzn

of the Indonesian .
spond quite frequently and he has re-
quested vour magazine.

Please send me the particulars as I
would like to subscribe and send AR-
MOR to this Major as a gift.

Lr.Cor. R. W. HarL
Maxwell Field, Alabama

More NATO Armor
Dear Sir:

1 am a constant reader of your fine
magazine whose historical and technical
articles on tanks and mobility in ancient
and modern warfare I particularly ap-
preciate,

On the front page of your January-
February 1953 issue I noted the in-
signia of five armored divisions allotted
O At pages 3031 of your March-Apri

t pages your -Apri
1953 issue you have printed the pic-
tures of six armored division command-
ers. Of these divisions and commanders,
one is American, one is French, three
are British and one is ian.
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War D) is now under completion. These
two divisions will be assigned to NATO
;nd HAFSE in the near future. accord-

third one
with M24 light American tanks.

Turkeyv has now six armored l:gﬁads

on a reduced strength. which will be-

come divisions equipped with American
Grurio Macrt

Naples, Italy Capt., Italian Army

THE COVER

This cover shot, through the courtesy of
the Republic Aviation Corporation, de-
picts teamwork of the highest caliber.
Add to this team the efforts of the tech-
nical and administrative branches, plus
our sister services—the Navy, Air and
Marines. Further, we cannot overlook
the civilian industry backing up this de-
fense effort. Mold them together and
it spells—Victory on the battiefield!

ARMOR—September-October, 1953
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HOW
RUSSIA -
IS RULED

by

Merle Fainsod

Hercin is described how the
peoples of che USSR are ruled,
how the Sovict political system
actually works, how the grea:
iastruments of totalitarian
power—the Party, the admin-
istration. the secret police. and
the armed forces—are organ-
the tensions and dissatisfac-
tions thev create. Here, also.
the impact of Soviet rule is
brought down to carth, to the
lives of the people in the fac-
tories. in the armv. and on the -

collective farms.

$7.50
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IICH indeed is our heritage in these United States
Rl o bave availible top-drawer personnel o rely
upon in an emergency. Many of these top-
drawer personnel were drawn from the services. An
excellent example is our new Chief of Staff of the Army,
General Matthew B. Ridgway, who has been called upon
many times to fill the breach during the past thirteen
tumultous years in the history of our nation. Gen-
eral Ridgway has answered each and every call, perform-
h:ghisdutiaasaﬁghﬁnggmaal,asanimemational
statesman, and as an administrator. Upon
the completion of each task, it could be said without
bsmnm “Mission accomplished.”

A 1917 graduates of the Military Academy, he was ap-
pointed a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. His first station
was at Eagle Pass, Texas, with the 3d Infantry, followed
by an assignment to West Point as an instructor. Upon

ing from the Company Officers course at the In-
fantry School, he commanded a company of the 15th
Infantry at Tientsin, China. Returning Stateside he was
assigned o the Sth Infantry at Foit Sam Houston, Texas.
General Ridgway's first taste of international politics
was on his next wour of with the American Electoral
Commission in Nicaragua from 1927 to 1929. After grad-
uating from the advanced course of the Infantry School.
heretumedxo\xcaraguzfo:funherdu:vwnhtheCom
mission. A subsequent assignment to the Canal Zone
w:sfolbwedbyatomofdut_vinthePhﬂippineswhere
be served as technical advisor to the Governor General.
Theodare Roosevels, Jr. -
General Ri graduated from the two-vear course
at Command and General Staff College in 1935 and was

4
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detailed to the General Staff Corps where he served as
Assistant Chief of Staff, G3, of the Sixth Corps Area, and
in that same capacity with Second Army. He graduated
from the Army War College in June 1937.

In May 1939 be accompanied General George C. Mar-
shall to Brazil on a special mission. Upon his return he
was assigned to the War t General Scaff for
duty with the War Plans Division. In March 1942 he
was assigned as Assistant Commander of the 82d Infantry
Division. He assumed command of the division and
remained in command when it was redesignated the 824
Airborne Division. In Apsil 1943 he took the division
to North Africa where he was responsible for planning
and executing the first e airborne assault in the
history of the Army—the attack on Sicily. For extraordi-
nary heroism during this action, he received the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross. He led his division in its rapid
conquest of the western half of that island, and from Sep-
tember to November 1943, he led the 82d Airbome
Division in the Italian Campaign. In June 1944, he
parachuted with leading elements of his division into
Normandy where he played a major role in the invasion
of Western France. For this action he received tht Oak
Leaf Cluster w the Distinguished Service Cross. In
August 1944, he was appointed commander of the XVIII
Airborne Corps, in which capacity he directed operations
in the Ardennes Campaign in Belgium, the crossing of
the Rhine, the Ruhr Pocket, the crossing of the Elbe and
the advance to junction with Russian forces on the Baltic
on May 2, 1945.

After the cessation of hostilities in Europe, General
Ridgway returned to the United States with his Corps

ARMOR-—Sepitember-October, 1953

for redeployment to the Pacific, and was immediately
Bown to the Philippines in advance of his command
prepare for its participation in the proposed invasion of
Japan. In October 1945, be was assigned to command
the Mediterranean Theater of Operations, and was ap-
pointed Deputy Supreme Allied Commander, Mediter-
ranean. In January 1946, General Ridgway was assigned
to represent General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower
on the Military Staff Committee, United Nations, and
subsequently, in addition to this duty, designated Senior
United States Delegase to the Inter-American Defense
Board, assuming chairmanship. In June 1948, he was
assigned as Commander in Chief, Caribbean Command.
Thirteen months later, he became Deputy Chief of Staff
for Administration, United States Army.

Upon the accidental death of Lieutenant General Wal-
ton H. Walker in December 1950, General Ridgway
assumed command of the Eighth Army in Korea. Typical
of his zeal to inform his subordinates of vital issues, Gen-
eral Ridgway soon after he assumed command of the
Eighth Army issued the following statement to his men:

“In my brief period of command duty here I have
heard from several seurces, chiefly from the members
of combat units, the questions, 'Why are we here?
‘What are we fighting for”

“The answer to the first question, Why are we
here?’ is simple and conclusive. We are here because
of the decisions of the properly constituted authorities
of our respective ts. As the Commander
in Chief, United Nations command, General of the
Army Douglas MacArthur said publicly . . . “This
command intends to maintain a military posmon in-
Kora]ustaslongasthestztsmenofthe United
Nations decide we should do so’ The answer is
simple because further comment is unnecessary. It
is conclusive because the lovalty we give, and expect,
precludes any slightest questioning of these orders.

“The second question is of much greater signifi-
cance, and every member of this command is entitled
to a full and reasoned answer. Mine follows:

“To me the issues are clear. It is not a question of
this or that Korean town or village. Real estate is,
here, incidental. It is not restricted to the issue of
freedom for our South Korean allies whose fidelity
and valor under the severest stresses of battle we rec-

; though that freedom is a symbol of the wider
issues, and included among them.

“The real issues are whether or not the power of
western civilization, as God has permitted it to flower
in our own beloved lands, shall defy and defeat Com-
munism; whether the rule of men who shoot their
prisoners, enslave their citizens, and deride the dig-
nity of man, shall displace the rule of those to whom
the individual and his individual right are sacred;
whether we are to survive with God’s hand to guide
and lead us, or to perish in the dead existence of a
Godless world.
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“If these be true, and to0 me they are, bevond any
possibility of tbendnslnslungm
ceased o be a fight for freedom for our Korean allies
alone, and for their national survival. It has become,
and it continues to be, a fight for our own freedom,
for our own survival, in an honarable, independent
national existence.

“The sacrifices we have made, and those we shall
vet support, are not offered vicariously for others, but
in our own direct defense, wherein certain principles
manmorethanlife.
here in Korea is whether Communism or individual
freedom shall prevail, and, make no mistake, whether
the next flight of feardriven people- we have just
witnessed across the Han River, and continue
witness in other areas, shall be checked and defeated
overseas or perrhitted, step by step, to close in on our
own home lands, and at some future time, however
- distant, to engulf our own loved ones in all its misery
and despair.

“These are the things for which we fight. Never
have members of any military command had a greater
challenge than we, or a finer ity to show
ourselves and our people at their best, and thus be
an honor to the profession of arms, and a credit to
those who bred us.”

In April 1951, General Ridgway was appointed Com-
mander of the United Nations Command in the Far
East, Commander-in-Chief of the Far East Command
and Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers in Japan.
In May 1952, he was named Supreme Commander, Allied
Powers, Europe, with headquarters at Paris, France, which
assignment he held until he was sworn in as Chief of
Staff of the Army on August 15, 1953.

That General Matthew B. Ridgway is a soldier and
a statesman, there is no doubt.

His appreciation of the support rendered by civilim
industry was exemplified in a speech made in 1949 w©
the Eighth Infantry Division Association:

“An examination of your Army will show that we
are making material progress in blending together the
resources of our nation to produce the best Army in
the world.

“Wearecombmmgtheb&waponsthatomwch—
nicians can develop, and which our great industrial
know-how can produce, with the best leaders and
technicians that our people can develop—and we are
doing it within the framework, and according to the
precepts of our American way of life. These are the
principles that have produced the fine wadition of
American armies.”

Onr.hesameoocasaonheenolledthewrmesofthe
other services when he stated:



Wnkmpmdm
the dominant factor in a future
war would be air power, the
Ammy plans to place increasing
emphasis upon airborne, air

ility, and air-ground
support techniques.

“For it i air that we
aneomhnel 'lsmlymanm!,y mobility
and maximum firepower.
-"This, of course, will entail

very close between
Army and the Air Force
and air elements of the Navy.”

In assuming his duties as Chief of
Saff of the Army, General Ridgway
focussed favorable ic attention on
his distinguished ofhsladashxp' with the
announcement of his unswerving sup-
port of his civilian superiors and his
concern over the prestige of the Army
and the welfare of those military ca-
reerists who make up its hard core.

General Ridgway's concern over ad-
verse conditions affecting those wish-
ing w follow the military service as
a career were in the New
York Times of September 1, 1953, to
bave stemmed from two particular

“A ing tendency on the
panoftbepui:hc' to discredit the
armed services and their leaders.

“A gradual nibbling away by
Congress of so-called ‘fringe ben-
e for depenebn, comisar
care comrmnissar-
ies, post exchanges and similar
mitigations of living costs.”

He was ing the feelings of
General Omar N. ev, who is re-
ported to have written to the Secretary
of Defense of his ‘concern about the
growing lack of confidence amon
armed mtbenuhlzr?
service as a worthwhile and
career.” i
Times, same date, General Bradley
referred 10 “habitual slurring of the
officer corps by some members of Con-
gress and some elements of the press.”

In w@king this strong stand on a
matter that involves evervone who
wears the uniform of the armed forces,
General Ri v has stepped into the
leadership of the Army with the rank

o the New York:

TO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ARMY
Upon being sworn in as Chief of Staff, United States Army, [ thought
it appropriate to address brief remarks to the small group of distinguished
t at the ceremony. In fact, however, 1 was speaking not

guests presen
-to them alone but also to all of you—both in and out of uniform—

wherever you may be stationed. The remarks were these:

“When the President transmitted to the Con, his plan for re-
organizing the Defense t, which plan has since e law,
he emphasized two essential objectives—the maintenance of democratic
institutions and the protection of the integrity of the military profession.

“The first is clear. It means, in my case, service under the direct
personal command of a distingui civilian of highest integrity, Sec-
retary Stevens, and through him under another great American patriot
of highest character, Secretary Wilson. '

“Today, more than ever, our future depends on the moral stature of
those clothed with great authority. We are very fortunate to have these
civilian commanders.

“The President’s second objective, while likewise clear to us, needs
much continuing explanation to many in our Government and certainly

" to the American people.

“The integrity of the military profession is indispensable to an effec-
tive, eﬁa:?l :nyhm establishment, and that in turn to the Nation’s
securitv. The term itself, ‘integrity of the military profession,” implies
an Ofhicer Corps of such character and competence as will provide the
highest professional and spiritual leadership; and a Non-Commissioned
Officer Corps indoctrinated and inspired by the Officer Corps, whose
precepts are its guides and whose standards it emulates.

“It implies fearless, forthright expression of honest objective profes-
sional military views.

“It implies completely loyal execution of decisions, once announced
by proper civilian authorities.

“To attain this second objective will require a full recognition, by
civilian authority, of the qualities of integrity, devotion to duty, and
lovalty. and extension by the civilian commanders of a like loyalty to

“As a fundamental institution in the development of our national
life, the United States Army has played a proud historic role. It has
produced leaders unsurpassed in cEa:acter, competence, and courage—
moral equally with physical.

“I accept with pride and trust in Divine guidance, the challenge of
continuing the service of great distinction which my predecessor Gen-
eral J. Lawton Collins has rendered. It shall be my constant purpose,
within the scope of my sibility and authority, to insure that the

- highest traditions of the United States Army are maintained in all their

finest : that the Army accomplishes in full its assigned missions;
and that the men and women who wear its uniform, and their de-
pendents, receive the full measure of t and consideration from
their countrvmen, which their high-principled devotion and utter loyalty
in both peace and war so fully merit.”

Today my admiration for you, the American soldier, is greater than
ever, and I can find no adequate words to express my own feelings of
humble pride in sharing service of country with you.

You will have my complete and unqualified support. I shall expect

yours.
MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff
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These next three pages are remarks made by General Ridgu ay at bis first meeting with the

Department of the Army Staff. tuo days after be assumed office. Although we were already on

the press thesé remarks were deemed of sufficient importance 1o withhold other material and

bring them to the attention of all Association members and others ubo read these pages.

in order that they migbt gain insight into the thou gbtslnf our neu Chief of Staff.

nN analyzing my thoughts for
expression at this meeting, [
came to the conclusion that
the most important point, [ believe the
one uppermost in my mind, was:

Recognition of the limitless oppor-
tunity for purposeful service.

I believe every one of you sub-
scribes to the criterion that there is
some purpose beyond the powers of
humans to discern for which we were
put on this earth. For my part, I sub-
scribe to that fully, and I believe that
the greatest purpose which we are per-
mitt%:l&to see is to serve others. I be-
lieve it is no platitude to sav that
never have the objectives of higher
purposes been in greater need of serv-
ice from men and :K:;nen of high-

rincipled integrity the purposes
Il.’)or wll:ich theefg:undin fathers estab-
lished this Nation. I believe that
never has this Nation, and the cause
of freedom of which it is today the
pre-eminent leader, been in greater
need of such service.

Each of us has been rendering, I
am sure, the best service of which
each is capable. You have been doing
so as a closely integrated team, con-
cerned with the whole range of global
problems confronting our Army and
our Military Establishment. 1 have
likewise been doing it, but in distant
fields. However broad my responsi-
bilities seemed and were, I know they
were but regional, compared to yours.

Now we join to share service to-
gether of the broadest scope and of
the highest plane, and as I join yvou,
I want you to know of my profound
respect for the service you have been
rendering and to e the earnes:
hope that together we can render still
better service. -

I have known each of you for vears,
some more intimately than others, but
all with a sufficient knowledge of your
conspicuously superior records to ap-
preciate them fully.

Some of the things I shall say will
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touch upon marters which. at this
initial stage of our teamwork, I think
are of sufficient importance, either as
basic principles or as indications of
my working methods and line of
thinking, to bring to vour arention.

In the first approach to any job. re-
gardless of magnitude, my mind fol-
lows a certain sequence of steps.

First, there is a mission.

Second, this mission breaks down
into certain functions to be performed.
in order to accomplish the mission.

Third, there must be a sound. sim-
ple. positive. workable organization
for the performance of these func-
tions.

Fourth, men of the proper caliber
must be selected and assigned. each
in his proper place, to this orgeniza-
tion.

Fifth, the orgamization as a team
must then perform its functions and
accomplish its assigned mission, and

Finally, the execution or perform-
ance must have that vital essendal at
all times and at all stages of command
supervision.

Now, I have been here in Wash-
ington for thirty days. Little of that
time has been available for me w0
go through this mental and
even less was available before I re-
linquished command to General
Gruenther four hours before depar-
ture from France. This has been be-
cause of other assignments given me
by proper authority. I, thergore, am
just starting to follow through this
pattern of thinking, and it occurs to
me that while, of course, I will re-
ceive the major benefit, vou, too, may
perhaps glean an idea or two of value.

I shall not try, on this occasion, to
state the Army’s missions in detailed
form, but I do wish to recall 1o vour
mind that however vou word the
Army’s mission, there is but one final
criterion by which to judge what the
mission was and the manner of its

performance. That criterion is suc-
cess in battle—success and all that it
contributes in battle to the Nation's
military team.

The modemn state and its govern-
ment. particularly our own, is about
the most complex organization yet
developed on earth. In the formula-
tion of its policies and in their execu-
tion, the main fields, such as the
political, economic. financial, social,
and military, are i ably inter-
dependent. No one held can anv
longer be isolated and major decisions
in it made without regard to one or
more of the others.

Yet. and I think this is basic—at
least it is in my wayv of thinking—
the responsibility of the professional
military man lies in the professional
militarv field. His overriding responsi-
bility is to give his honest, objective,
professional military advice to those
civilians who by our Constitution are
his Commanders. It is not his respon-
sibility to decide whether the military
means which he determines are the
minimum essential to accomplish the
mili task assigned him will cost
more the Nation can afford. He
has not been trained for that. It is
not, I submit, within his field of re-
sponsibility. He must, of course, as
every senior commander is today, be
:gare of the major factors in these

er major fields. He must recognize,
as every senior commander does today,
the imperative necessity of maximum
economy and efficiency in the utiliza-
tion of whatever military means his
Government may make available to
him. There is no question of this any
more than there is anv question of
the lovalty of these senior officers in
carrying out the decisions announced
1o them by civilian authority.

The point 1 wish to make here, and
I repeat it for emphasis, is that the
Py roponlalne: e
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Now there are certain simple es-
sentials by which it can and will win

First—arms and equipment.
Second—training.
Third—leadership.

None of these needs much explana-
tion to you, and the first doesn’t need

-tbevmd‘c :

pa:lTk. I think they recognize pretry
well that the days of club and sling,
of spear and ax have passed, and that
no Amy or military force today can
expect success in battle if insufficient-

ion to our
ple, and one of them at least,
maship, needs a lot of continuing
Now, i t a
linle&omthselagsttwoel_emems,
training and leadership, two basic re-
quirements stand out.
Firsi, foremost, and always, we

adequate both in size and in quality.
This is the heart and soul of any
military organization. None will ever
be better, or even quite as good, as
irs Oficer Corps. This is the great
reservoir of the character, of devotion
to duty, of loyalty, of professional
competence—the fountainhead by
which tradition is planted and nour-
ished. .

8

If we are to have this, and without
itwedonoth;;ean:\my,wem
have represented in our professional
officer cadre a cross section of the Na-
tion’s life, a fair share of the best the
Nation produces in character, in in-
tellect, and in culture. If we do not,
if it is not tative of a cross
section of America, it will not, in the
long run, have that support of the
American people which it must have
to accomplish its ultimate mission.

Next, and closely after the Officer

is the requirement for the
NoncommissionedOE&cerCorps,with
its professional cadre of career person-
nel, inspired by the of the
Officer Corps whose standards it emu-
lates.

These, gentlemen, are the essen:
tials with which | ip can accom-
plish the seemingly impossible. These
are the essentials without which ulti-
mate success is impossible. These are
the elements to which 1 invite your
attention, and which I suggest we,

all of us, keep before our eves, how- |

ever numerous the distractions of our
day to dav concemns.

/ith these two instruments with
which to work, an Officer and a Non-
commissioned Officer Corps of proper
qualitv and size, we can
then be confident that the men
and women of America tumed over
to us to train will receive the best in
professional, physical, and spiritual
education that it is possible to provide.

This brings me to the last of the
major generalizations which I wish to
make: that is, the Officer and En-
listed Man relationship.

When we were young officers, we
served a long apprenticeship, during
which our primary concern was the
care, training, and W
sionally, physically, and v—of
the men under our command. We
had. on the average, between fifteen
and rwenty vears to leamn those les-
sons. They became ingrained. We

ized a responsibility twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week,
for these men. We knew affection for
them in our hearts, and we knew
their unfailing response to real lead-
ership. They were American soldiers,
and there aren't any finer ones.

We must on to the vounger

officers the know-how of handling the-

American soldier. We have not taught
the vounger officers what to us be-

came second nature—the responsibili-

I have a few other topics on which
I wish w dwell, ted for the

part but deserving I think of
t to your attention. If

or anything else I
moming, of value to
exercise of leadership by
chosen methods, then 1
you will make a note, and

:

{1173
§E%s;§5

a situation unparalleled
of our or any other
e are in the presence of
social and scientific gorc:gs,
we can ive only the
trends at this time.

The more confused we may tend to
become, the more imperative is it
therefore, that in our thinking
keep simple, basic principles and ob-
jectives before our mi

One of these basic principles was
just recently stated by President Ei-
senhower in transmitting to the Con-
gress rganization Plan No. 6,
since become law. In it he stressed
several points, one of which was the
necessity for the maintenance of dem-
ocratic institutions. This point is
illustrated by the reiteration of a
principle to which America has been
unfailingly dedicated: the principle
of civilian control of the military.

The command channels by which
that control is to be exercised have
been made unmistakably clear. The
channel goes from the Constitutional
Commander-in-Chief to the
of Defense and through him to the
Service Secretaries. In my own case,
my commander is Secretary Stevens.
I had not known him until last April,
when he first visited my command in
Europe. I want to say, without reser-
‘vation, that the Army has as its civil-
ian commander as high-principled a
man as the Nation can produce.

i

1
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of us to educate others. Actually,
everything in life can be translated
into some form or other of educative
process, or, if you like, of training;
and requirements for training,
and for leadership, are justd;ss active
and just as necessary in this great
staff as they are in any field command
anywhere in the Army. It plays just
as vital a part right here as in the
Seventh Army, the Eighth Amy, or
anywhere in the Continental United
States.

Now a few points secondary in im-
portance to what I have already said
but still worthwhile, because they
represent some of my idiosyncrasies as
applied to the tasks we must work
out together.

. » » L

Loyalty. The necessity for this
basic military essential is so clear that
you scarcely ever hear it mentioned.
Yet it is not automatic, and it is not
always present—up, down, and lateral-
ly in equal a$ it must be.
This is not so much through design
as through failure to cultivate it and
to recognize its eternal importance. It
either does or does mot exist, and
sometimes determination is difficult.
It is particularly vital teday in this
period when we cannot see very far
bevond the horizons, and when the
utterances of senior oficers, whether
made publicly or in private groups,
assume ever-increasing signi e.

I shall expect the officers of this
Staff to present their own honest
views, fearlessly, forthrightly, but ob-
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it is of lesser importance. In mili-
tary izations it is of vital im-
portance. It tends to comode, and
tion generates heat and eventually
spoils any machine if uncorrected. 1
am not talking of honest differences
of opinion, least of all at those times
when issues are being debated. I am
talking of the practice of vicious
“crabbing” about the official actions
of proper authority.

Briefing. It is of the highest im-
portance. It is impossible to read the
masses of paper which yvour con-
science might dictate that you should
read, and the only altemnative is oral
pzesentation. I expect onlv matters
of major importance—generally speak-
ing those requiring basic decisions or
providingabasic information which I
should have—to reach me. When
they do, I want in general an oral
presentation by an ofhcer thoroughly
familiar with the major points on each
side of every issue involved.

I want no ex parte presentations
at any time. If unresolved issues are
presented to me, the views of the prin-
cipal advocates of alternative courses
of action must likewise be presented.
Where the matter involves execution
by a principal subordinate command,
I want, in advance wherever practica-
ble, the views of the commander who
is to be charged with the responsibility
for execution. .

> » »

The Work Load. 1 think it is ex-

But within our own resources. I think
we can do much, by better organiza-
tion—mare of the spoken than the
written word. less attention to the
written record for alibi purposes, and

more efficient and adequate delegation

of authoritv to subordinates. s

Nowlliaveomuedagoodmny. .

things, all of them. in my opinion, of
substantial and. some of essential im-
portance. There are many others, 1
don’t pretend to know the answers
vet. I have a lot to learn from you be-
fore I can expect to know the answers:
but with your full help, on which I
count, I am confident we shall find

I have one note on which 1 want
to close this first ing. 1 am
foundlv conscious of the privilege of
sharing service with vou and in seek-
ing together to conribute our utmos:
in the di of the tremendous
responsibilities with which the United
States Army is charged. I have the
deepest respect for what you have
done, and what vou are doing. I have
ne major changes to make at this
time. | shall make none at any time
without those most concerned having
the fullest opportunity to discuss them
with me and to icipate in the
process of reaching decisions. 1 shall
have in these matters but one crite-
rion: the over-all good of the United
States Army in the light of the coun-
sel which vou and our field command-
ers give me and then of the best
judgment I am capable of exercising.

I'am convinced that whatever spec-
ters appear to some to- lie ahead on
close or distant horizons are the vision-
ary imaginings of timid minds.

Decisions that will try the soul may
wellﬁe aheaif dBut the strength of a
people is found in its energies, its
capabilities, and above all in its char-
acter and moral principles. I think
we have those in abundant measure.

I believe we were put on earth for
a high purpose. I believe the Ameri-
can people have a reserveir of material
and spiritual strength amply uate
to fulfill that purpose. >

I am utterly confident in America’s
future, in the capacity of its leader-
ship to meet the future, and in the
ability of the Army to contribute to
that leadership in fullest measure.

L4




Scole 1-25,000

W bere maneuverability is limited and two forces desire to occupy the
same terrain, a slugging match is bound to ensue. Some of the lessons

learned while battling for Hill 812 are worth recording for future use.

FIREPOWER PAY-OFF

by FIRST LIEUTENANT CLARK C. MUNROE

RSN HIS is a story of tankers in
[ battle. No sweeping envelop-
ments or
tions mark this fight. Rather, it re-
sembles a prolonged toe-to-toe slug-
ging match whose prize was a few
hundred yards of dirty, shell-
mountaintop. Though it lacks the
spectacular aspects of a wideo
war maneuver, the battle which took
place on Hill 812 deserves to be re-
corded.

If you look at Hill 812 from the
air you see that it joins its two neigh-
boring Eastern Korean heights to
form a large, im arrowhead
which points generally to the North-
west. A long curving ridge on the up-
per side connects the point of the
arrowhead, Hill 812, with the right
tip of the base, Hill 755. A lower ridge
connects 812 with Hill 770 which
forms the left tip of the base. A third
sharp ridge extends Nerthwest from
Hill 812 and serves to connect the
arrowhead to the enemy MLR domi-
nated by a liar rocky mound

known as “Luke’s Castle.”

thrusting penetra-

FIRST LIEUTENANT CLARK C. MUNROE, o fre-
quent contributor 10 ARMOR, commonded o tonk
platoon in Korea during 1950-51, ond is pres-
ently en route stateside. He is oide to Lt. Gen.
I. D. White.
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On the ground these positions are
characterized by deep wenches honey-
combed through the hills, log-roofed
bunkers and tank firing slots carved
from solid rock. A combination tank

trail and supply route fills the draw -

below Hill 770 and then swerves
Northwest to climb between the up-

r and lower ridges to the crest of
Hill 812. At best this trail could han-
dle four tanks abreast at a point 300
vards below the crest. Elsewhere it
could support only one tank.

In May of 1953 the MLR domi-
nated by these hills was occupied by
a Republic of Korea division which
was of the X United States
Corps. The 140th Tank Battalion
commanded by Colonel William M.
Fondren was furnishing the tank sup-
port. The 140th had been supporting
the ROK’s since they had taken over
in the 812 sector, and for months the
hill was considered to be ene of the
most likely targets for a Red artack.
In the latter part of May every sign
pointed to the- probability that the
enemy was preparing to move.

Captain D. C. Doherty's Company
B was on line with its tanks in the
812 sector in late May, and on the
crest of the hill itself there were three
tanks under command of Lieutenant

-sitions at 2155 hours

J. F. Fizgerald—number 50 on the
left, and numbers 48 and 49 on the
right with 49 slightly forward of 48.
All the tanks were tied in with wire
andradsotomhother to the tank

going to hit Hill 812 that night. By

2100 hours the infantry and tankers

on the hill had been alérted. The $-3

of the tank battalion phoned all
to conh

need for a continued alert status.

Reds cut loose at 2200 bours.
The Communist attack was

cededbvoneofthebuv:stam]]av

usedalong :heprmn

vears. The entire theBOK
Division MLR with fire; Hill
812 collected more than 10,000 rounds
in the first 24 hours. An effective ene-
my counter-battery ﬁre fell in all
friendly antillerv positions and
tank company and battalion
were blanketed with shells.
Within ten minutes all wire
munications to the tanks and i
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oy were knocked out with the ex-
ception of one line to the i
and contact was re-established. Lieut.

make their way to ROK positions fur-
ther down the slope.

At first light on the second of June
Lieut. Madien took advantage of a
lull in epemy fire and dismounted
from his own tank to reconnoiter for-
ward on foot to determine the status
of tanks 48 and 49. As he approached
the rearmost tank, number 48, he was
brought under heavy small arms fire
from enemy infantry entrenched on
the high ground. Cut off from his
own tank, he made his way safely to
Lieut. Fitzgerald's command tank and
climbed aboard. Finding the crew in-
tact but leaming that ROK medics

Phste—4.8. Army
The tank trail eoding to 512 from 770. The ROK’s were em hill to the right.

a personal reconnaissance of the nar-
row tank trail leading to 812 to de-
termine the extent of the enemy
penetration and the feasibility of mov-
ing this section up the trail in the
dark. He concluded that the move-
ment would be possible utilizing
illumination from Hare planes now
over the area, searchlight reflection
and artillery illuminating shells. The

observe the engaged tanks and in-

fantry. The enem the j
% . y spotted the jeep

obtain an accurate picture of the situ-
ation, however, which supplemented
what he had been able to leamn from
the crews of tanks 31 and 33.

to a

i and took it under ptain Dol

lery fire, and as the North Koreans
emerged to battle the advancing
ROK’s, the tanks poured their fire
into the trenches inflicting beavy
casualties. Working forward, the
ROK'’s moved ontw the left portion
of the hill before a costly Red counter-
attack forced them back to positions
approximately on line with the tanks.
re they dug in and stood firm.
In the course of the counterattack
and subsequent actions on the second
of ];me, l.t;eut.’]aoostl:s' tank threw a
track on the steep of the hill
and the track had becomedops
between the hull and the bogies so as
to make impossible any on-the-spot re-
pair. The risk of attempting it was too
t under continuous enemy fire so
herty ordered a new sec-
n to be sent forward before night-

Since all of Company B's tanks had
been committed, either on 812 or on
adjacent hills, a platoon from Cap-
tain R. G. Hamey’s y C was
alerted to reELa:en;jacobs' tanks and
to set up blocking positions below
Hill 812 in event of further enemy
penetrations. Lieut. R. J. Kidwell re-
ported to Captain Doherty’s CP at

i and
tbetanl\spra'enteddl:‘;ﬁyfm
making a successful assault on the
marooned men.

When Lieut. Kidwell's tanks from
Company C joined Lieut. Jacobs

tanks the ROK's were

with Madsen. Utilixi
ﬁmaﬁordedbymmm%
the ROK atack, Sergeant Wright
drove directly up beside tank ni

50 and after attracting the attention
of the men inside, opened his escape

¥

i ible for Wright to di-

enemy, from all indications, was in
control of the high ground of 812,
but had not vet loited his ad-
vantage by moving down the trail
With the friendly infantry forced
back along the upper and lower
ridges. the Reds were in the clear to
move down the trail and assault ad-
jacent friendly positions from the
flanks and rear. To plug this hole and
to give all possible help to Lieutenant
Fizgerald's tanks, Lieutenant Mad-
sen moved out with Sergeant
A. O. Lind in tanks 31 and 33. They
were on their way to the hill by mid-
night on the first of June. :

The section moved without dif-
ficulty until reaching the steep, final
approach to the firing positions be-
low the crest. There the platoon lead-

had evacuated Lieut. Fitzgerald and
his driver, he took command of the
section, managed to establish radio
communication with the company,
and continued the fight. The tank, it
developed, had thrown a track while
maneuvering and was stranded in
place, blocking tank 49 immediately
ahead. A fire, from an incendiary gre-
nade, had disabled the engine of tank
50 and though it had been extin-
guished by the fixed extinguishers.

it was impossible for the driver to start

the engine and it, too, could not be
pulled back to within friendly lines.

Lieut. Madsen radiced his own
tanks, numbers 31 and 33, to remain
in position and' cover the three tanks
on the hill. ROK infantrymen had

not yet mounted a counterattack, so

position south of Hill

then to an OP on Hill 770. It over-

looked the reverse slope and positions - MRS
on 812 and gave a vantage point from “.Uy
which they could observe movement - /

enemy artillery fire falling south of
Hill 812. It was cvnden? that the
enemy was well dug-in, having taken
over the former ROK bunkers.
Working with the US advisors to
the ROK units, Colonel Fondren and
Captain Doberty planned a counter-
attack to retake hi I2. It involved ROK
infantry attacking along the upper
i while a new tank
section moved abreast of the attack-
ing elements along the tank trail. The
new section replace tanks 31
and 33 on the firing positions and

er's tank encountered difficulty the tanks alone were holding the ene-
tiating the terrain. Madsen dismount- my at bay. Madsen was to remain in
ed, moved to tank 33 and continued this completely and cut-off

the climb until he was in a on position with the survivors of the
to cover the overrun tanks by fire. original crews for 36 hours. During
Tank 31 joined him shortly there- this time he expended all available
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then support the final assault on 812
at a range from 200 to 300 yards. In
addition, fire plans utilizing tanks on
Hills 770 755, and the artillery
were prepared, Lieut. L. H. Jacobs
was put in command of the tank sec-
tion to make the assault.

ARMOR—Septomber-October, 1953

D8 Army

“Luke’s Castle,” the recky mass directly over the muzzie brake, viewed frem 755.
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the company the latter’s evacua-
mwsmmwﬁaa
two-man crew moved out to retrieve
Lieut. Jacobs and crew. It was im-
repair or recover the dis-

disabled tank, Ca -
permission 10 to make the res-
cue attempt. - he.encqun-

my-controlled crest the evening of
the fourth of June with the remainder
of the crews from tanks 48 and 49.
Inasmuch as he was without ammu-
nition and eut of radio contact, he
lecided i
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Commander to have his tanks on Hill
pull back and tie in with the new
fank of the infantry although at the
time the tanks were in no immediate

When the battle on Hill 812 de-
veloped on the first of June, Com-
pany A, commanded by Captain Geo.
S. Patton, had been undergoing train-
ing at the 40th Division tank training
area, situated 35 miles south of the
tank battalion CP. As the action grew
in intensity, Company A was alerted
for possible commitment, and at 1425
hours on the second of June was or-
dered to move north to the area of
the tank battalion trains. Five min-
utes later the first tank crossed the
IP and at 2025 hours, after negotiat-
ing two long, steep mountain passes,
th% company closed into the desig-
nated area with all of its original
tanks. '

Captain Patton spent all of the third
of June and the moming of the fourth
preparing counterattack plans. At

{

positions

The North Korean assault struck
in two directions. One thrust was
south along a finger leading to the
ROK Ninth Company positions on
the upper ridge. The other was aimed

a t that the fire was out of con-
m tank commander, Sergeant
Frederick Douglas, ordered the tank
abandoned although it meant that the
crew would have to leave the tank
during an intense fire fight. After
passing the word to leave, Sergeant
Douglas got down in the turret and
aided the wounded gunner to crawl
through the hatch and get down onto
the ground. Supporting the gunner
with one arm, Douglas called to the
crew crouched near the tank to fol-
low him off the exposed position.
When he got down to a place of rela-
tive safety?e discovered that the bow
gunner was not among those who had
come down from the tank. Although
enemy fire churned the ground on
all sides, he ran to the tank of the
platoon leader, crawled up and re-
what had happened. Lieut.
Nichol informed Captain Patton by
radio and stated he was going up to
attempt to get the missing man.
Dismounting and moving forward
with Douglas, Lieut. Nichol reached
the burning tank. T}nt;:xel;ling the bow
might have tried to out
g thg: escape hatch, glfltichol
crawled under the tank and inched
his way forward only to find the hatch
securely in place. Crawling out, he
ordered Douglas to return to his crew
and find cover. Then, ignoring enemy
small arms fire which ricocheted off
the tank, be hurled himself ur over
the engine compartment and looked
down into the tank commander’s
hatch. Small anns ammunition inside
the tank was beginning to explode as
the fire increased in intensitv. Un-
able to enter the turret, Nichol
crawled outside the turret and looked
into the open driver's hatch but

could see no sign of the bow gunner.
ARMOR-—September-October, 1953

compartment. Then, akthough he was
in full view ‘of enemy troops assault-
ing a trench less-than 15 yards away,
he leaped over to the closed bow gun-
ner's hatch and with his trench knife
managed to pry between the hatch
and the hull and force the hatch open.
A fire was raging inside and the small
arms ammunition was exploding with
such fury that it was obvious the man
could not have survived. Knowingthat
the 90mm ammunition would explode
at any minute, Nichol vaulted off the
tank and sprinted down from the po-
sition just as thundemus explosions
ripped the doomed tank, shooting
geysers of vellow flame high into the
air. Although the air was filled with
exploding ammunition and enem
fire, Nichol safely made his way

to his own tank where, once within
the turret, he radioed a full report
1o the Company CP.

Another report was being received
by Captain Patton at the same time
when the US advisor to the ROK sup-
porting artillery radioed that he be-
lieved the three tanks in the valley
below Hill 812 had been cut off when
the enemy attack on the ROK Ninth
Company on the upper ridge had
succeeded in overrunning the posi-
tions. The Company Commander had
been in constant radio contact with
his platoon leader om the. position,
Lieut. G. P. Wright, and he was cer-
tain the report was in error. Not want-
ing to pass on information which was
in doubt, he radioed Wright to be
particularly attf:tlive to his rear area
as the enemy made penetrations
in that area. Wright receipted for the
transmission and the entire
area was under extremely heavy fire

- from 122mm howitzers and 120mm

mortars. Withdrawing ROK soldiers
were falling back onto his position and
digging in on his flanks.

The enemy failed to follow up on
his penetrations and move down the
tank. trail, and at daybreak on the
sixth of June the tank positions were
secure. A penetration east of Hill 812
had been contained in the vicinity
of the ROK Ninth Company, and
Hill 770 was still in friendly hands.
Heavy fighting continued throughout
the dav and night and into the morn-
ing of the seventh of June, but no
significant changes in the line oc-
curred :

The positions held by Lieut. Wright
ARMOR-—September-October, 1953

currence from the infantry who

moved up to fll the gap.

Plans for a counterattack to restore
‘812 and 755 were now being pre-
pared. The Battalion Commander, his
operations officer, and the Company
Commander arrived at the ROK Divi-
sion CP at 0930 hours and by 1230
hours thev were on their wav back

to the front with the mmplet'e plan’

of attack. The artack was slated o
jump off at 14C0 bhours. so there was
a minimum of time in which to brief
the tankers on their role.

At his CP, Caprain Patton picked
up one enlisted man and two officers
to assist him in briefing his crews and
preparing the tanks for the counter-
attack. Since the tanks on Hill 770
were to support the attack by area

fire, be briefed them in the clear by °

radio. Those on Hill 755 were 1o
furnish the close support w0 the as-
saulting troops, and Patton wanted to
insure that each crew was briefed in-
dividually and that all radios were in
good working order. Traveling in two
Jeeps, the party made its way up the
steep trail which climbed and then
skirted behind the Hill 755 complex.
Lieut. J. E. Morgan was to assist Pat-
ton in personaily going to each tank
to outline the plan of attack and
the tank support role. Lieut R. H.
Knight and Corporal D. G. McDon-
ald, a radio repairman, were to check
each tank to inspect the radios.

The preparation fires were already
being unleashed by the time Lieut.
Knight and Cpl. McDonald complet-
ed their last radio check. As thev
mounted their jeep an enemy arl-
mstel:l:jt a bank directly to their

t burling fragments into the jeep.
Lieut. Knigl%t was seriously woun]?ieegi
and both McDonald and the driver
received disabling wounds while the

Nearby the Company Commander,

i ing the intense enemy shell-
ing, moved from tank to tank direct-
ing the crews in pouring overwhelm-
ing fire into the enemy positions. One
exploding mortar shell sent fragments
plowing into his jeep, destroying one
radio receiver but somehow missing
both him and his driver. For five

hours the tanks slamemed their
over the heads of the ROK i Y-
men who doggedly moved forward to
engage the enemy in the trenches he
former RO Nineh Gompany po

{ Ninth Company posi
ROK's. following through on thet
successes, moved down the finger
which gave access to the position and
occupied a major outpost—the key 10
the newly won height. Hill 812 was
by this time 2 noman’s land, useless

¥

talion had acquitted themselves well.
Their stand prevented a major enemy
breakthrough in the 812 sector and
their destructive. accurate fire support
enabled the ROK infantry to seal off a
serious penetration of the MLR. Later
intelligence revealed that a total of
five enemy battalions had participated
in the seven-day assault and an esd-
mated 1,166 casualties had been in-
flicted on bis forces.

Among the many teachings re-
affirmed during the engagement per-
haps none was more evident than the
value of maintaining reliable com-
munications. While telephone contact
was wiped out during the first min-
utes of the attack and remained out
a major portion of the time in spite
of efforts by wire linemen, radio com-
Eeuniations remained intact. With

one ion of the marooned
tanks on mof Hill 812, where
repair or replacement was impossible.
there was no instance of prolonged
radio failure. Double benefits accrued
from this for on many occasions dur-
ing the fight the tanks supplied the
only link between ROK troops on
the hill and the ROK Division head-
quarters.
tahTo:e supply services of the tank bat-

jon turned in magni
nces. Abough the ense ad per
from four miles south of the tank bat-
talion CP was under constant fire
from enemy artillery and mortars.
truck drivers brought thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition. buge
quantities of gasoline and other sup-
lies.

P Many instances of individual bero-
ism undoubtedly went unrecorded
during the action but the evidence is
overwhelming that once again
Armor has that any terrain
anywhere is “tankers’ country.”
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The cleventh of May, 1953, will long be remembered by the citizens of
Waco, Texas. The ensuing few days endeared the military to the bearts
of these people. The assistance remdered by the Air Force, Army and
National Guard, adlleviated a situation which could bave become much
more disastrous. If an ill wind can blow some good, it is believed that,
in addition to cementing public relations, those who participated left
with the feeling of a “job well-done” and “‘we really learned something
useful in the event of a future emergency whether in war or peace.”

THE WACO DISASTER

11 May at 1645 bours the

Faseg
il
E.m
iy
L

by LT. COL. WM. L. STARNES, JR.
MMMMth After all,

a few brave souls began to into
t.heminswherecrisforl&lo:eindi-
cated life. The movement grew as
more persons came into the area. Con-
tractors brought or sent engineering
Eipmmtandci officials mm
y their forces. Everyone and every
be of h begantoeonvergemthe
area; and, failing to find any
firm clear direction of helped
where they thought best or stood
around waiting to be told where to
help. Because of the heavy storm
clouds night came early that evening,
adding the confusion of darkness to
the already unbelievable destruction
of the storm.

lighswereol;tained
area of operations and a

louTkﬁwassetuptohelp con-
trol the job. As the evening wore on

“OMl Ironsides™ Division:

Organize a rescue force of approxi-
matelylwworkcrsvﬁththen&ry
equipment and dump truck support
from your battalion; move to Waco
as soon as possible te assist in rescue
operations; be prepared to stay three
days :

Upon receipt of this directive, con-
versations were held with all general
staff chiefs regarding the details per-
taining to their field. A warning order
had been received 30 minutes previ-
ous and the battalion commander had
alerted his battalion and sent for his
staff. At 2230 hours a battalion staff-
meeting was held and the necessary
orders finalized to move the rescue
force to Waco. “A® Company was
designated as the operational unit
since its trainees were further ad-
vanced (10 weeks) than the other
units. H&S Company was given the
mission to furnish support and equip-
ment. The force as organized was a
heavily reinforced armored engineer
companv to operate under battalion
direction.

IP time for the first serial was set up
at 2330 hours with the follow-up sup-
port serial at 2400 hours. Fragmentary
orders and instructions were received

up until departure time regarding ad-

"ditional equipment, and division sup-

port. The battalion executive officer
was sent ahead of the convoy one
half hour t6 contact the authorities
in Waco, establish liaison, find a biv-
ouac site, and recomnoiter the pro-
posed operation.

At 2330 hours the first serial de-
parted, followed at 2400 hours by the
support and heavy equipment serial.
In addition to the normal gls and
equipment carried by combat engi-
neers the force wasbyaugmemed Ev
Z(J_dq:}: trucks, two 34 yard truck
moun cranes, an air compressor,
an extra field kitcchen, an ordnance
contact team, a ten ton wrecker, a 24
ton truck-mounted long range radio,
5 radio jeeps moumting the AN.-
GRC-3, and five 212 ton cargo trucks
loaded with class I and III supplies. .

The battalion executive officer met
the battalion commander in McGreg-
or, a small town omtside of Waco,
with the information that no one per-
sonorgr?u“dpseemedtobein in
Waco, that the condition of the
city was much worse than had previ-
ously been He advised re-
porting to the Texas Highway Patrol

AlMOl—Scm«ah’r-Odobc, 1953

reported
_ Gardner of the Texas Highway Patrol

upon arrival, to receive a mission,

2 ts for the use of
the Bavlor Stadium, located
on the outskirts of town, for a bivouac
site, which a most wise choice

existed for both bivouac and support

operations. -

The battalion commander ordered
the executive to take the task force to
Baylor Stadium and to prepare for
immediate movement of the operating
troops into the citv. The battalion
commander to Captain Sam

and received a to clear the

entire len; of First Street so that.

debris hauling to the city dump could] ;

be expedited. It was evident at that
time that there was no overall plan
for coping with the disaster but that
various agencies were working where
they thought best.

Upon retum to Bavlor Stadium, or-
ders were issued to half of the force
to clear First Street, ing in 30
minutes. A detail was dispatched to
help on the R. T. Dennis building
and the remainder placed in reserve .
to relieve the working detail at 0600
hours. The administrative echelon
set up the CP, opened the mess and
established radio contact with Divi-
sion.

The S3 and the Bartalion Com-
mander pruceeded to the center of
the city on a reconnaissance where
the terrible scene described heretofore
met the eve. The center of work was
the Dennis Building; however, further
areas, blocked streets and dangerous
buildings which were completely un-
w .

A central Disaster Headquatters
was slowly forming at the First Na-
tional Bank Building, headed by the
Mayor, Ralph Wolff. The headquar-
ters was not effectively operational
and too few were artempting to direct
too many without a clear knowledge
of the situation. It was evident that

"no detailed direction could be ex-

time vet, therefore it was decided to
go o work wherever the reconnais-
sance indicated work was required.

The most ed area for
o gl s e o
around the City Hall with its many
old buildings. the Barttalion

were issued by radio. It was decided
to work in shifts of four hours on and

I
]
£
[

During this day, Tuesday, 12 May
work proceeded as planned, however
under the handicap of a terrible rain
storm. As an aftermath of the tornado,
at approximately 0800 hours on May
12th a cloudburst hit the city, which
was to settle down into an extremely

_beavy rain lasting the entire week.

The weather also turned cold which
added to the difficulties of working in
the open. This unseasonable
and heavy rain soon ended all hopes
of finding any more living survivors.
No injured person u;ﬁ]ive long
exposed to weather as violent as Waco
was iencing. The rains also
raised threar of floods to add to
tld:damage.;ndtheDlstnct' ict Offace of
Engi close
watchczrnpstbe n'vetg:::sto kfplw
if it would be necessary 10 divert part

of the rescue force o strengthening
the levees.

Along with the difficulties arrend-
ant upon the rains and cold weather,
some beneficial effects were evident.
Withouiraintht:edustfromtbedw-
ing work in the demolished buildi
wmlldhavebeenhazardmxsb;“ndlémmg:
comfortable to the workers. The
weather also held down the usual

rhmt:a over a disaster like
i lv suppressed any
chance of an epidemic. ’
Late on Wednesday, 13 May, a
17



general meeting was held
by the Di Headquarters during
which' the city was divided into zones
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up certain facts which will be ex-
tremely valuable in other emergencies

of a similar nature.

The comparison of this disaster
and the destruction that might be
wrought by an atomic bomb is too
valid to be dismissed lightly. The
end result of the Waco Tornado was
probably a small scale replica of the
destruction to be expected from an
atomic bomb over an American city.
Casualties. of course, were much
lower and no fires were present to
add to the destruction. However,
even this small version practically

responsibility, the military must be
prepared to advise and assist.

An armored division in a theater
of operations is often found in reserve
waiting .to deliver the Corps Com-
mander’s Sunday Punch. An atomic
bomb attack on a citszithin lt’l:le
Corps’ or Army's area of responsibil-
ity might we}l'l find the armored

. division as the only source of troops

available on instant call to cope with

From a military point of view an
atomic-bombed, city in the rear
of the front lines could seriously
hamper the fighting effort. To men-
tion a few of the important considera-
tions—vital lines of communication;

such cities, storage an

ﬁufacmrmthmgpg facilities existgrady
made, control of civil populace in the
surrounding area is usually seated in
the city;~and ic and epidemic
would result if help were not forth-
coming. . -

To help the commander reduce
this threat to his rear, an Area Dam-
age Control System has been devised,

and, as taught at the Command and
General Seaff College, is sound and
workable for a situation such as has
been depicted. Engineer units, due
to their equipment and training, are

; suited to-such operations;
my military unit with suit-

able engi i and -
tors attached can do a creditabl Job
The military unit which it is
planned to utlize for such work
sbmlldda besooonstitmedthaxﬁ“%;
a day operations are ible. ' Thi
munications and maintenance per-
sonnel of a higher echelon than is
organic to it if the operation is some
More than the normal proportion of

NCO'’s and officers to enlisted men

is required due to the nature of the
work encountered. :

The type of engineer equipment
found in an engineer battalion is
adequate, such as bulldozers, cranes,
dump trucks, bucket loaders, etc.
However, the quantity taken should
be limited only by availability of
operators and equi t. Clamshell
cranes are especi valuable and
practically any number could have
been used. Dump trucks are re
quired in proportion to the loading
equipment to haul debris away to
some temporary dump. Engineer
hand tools such as shovels, picks,
wrecking bars, saws, etc., are re-
quired in large numbers to equip
the labor force. Auxiliary lighting
equipment is of the utmost impor-
tance since usually all available civil-
ian generators will be used supplyving
emergency power for vital city in-
stallations, and night work can be

extremely hazardous without ade-
quate lighting.
communications within the
city and to the base station are vital.
The radios, organic to almost any
tactical unit in the Army, are excel-
lent for this type of work. Augmen-
tation of the number required would
allow some flexibility and would at
the same time be available for assist-
ing any vital civilian organization
that is without the proper tvpe of
communications.
A needed adjunct 1o the normal
military communications not often

Photo—U 8. Army
Army dump trucks makes quick werk of cloaring seme of sterm-cansed debris.
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Phste—U 8. Army
Third Street, Wace, after some emergemcy clearance work had beea dome.
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. Photo—Wi Drum
Men of the Sixteenth changing shifts in Wacs, as they werked around the cack.

found in a tactical unit is a public
address system. For control of the
actual work site it is practicallv man-
datory, if work is to safely
and effectively. and if the volunteer
civilian workers are to be given in-
telligent direction. The commander,
by the use of a public address system,
has increased his range of command
and direction of work manv times.

As a final observation, the military
principles of prior reconnaissance and
plannimg, sound ization of 2
job. timely maintenance of men and
equipment, communications and
close lxaxsong(:ih adjacent units are
as essential to this of operation
as to anvothermtl‘l'lpt:rv tion.
In this atomic world where we live.
success in_battle might well hinge
upon success in this less
field of Area Damage Control.

As the 16th Armored Engineer
Battalion lined up their vehicles w
return to Fort Hood on Friday 15
May, there was hardly 2 man among
the approximatelv 200 officers and en-
listed men who had participated who
didnt breathe a prayer of thanks-
giving that it was not his home town
or his loved ones who had been vis-
ited by this most terrible of storms.
The realization also that man was
now able to compete with nature in
destructive fury home to all
the horror of atomic warfare and the
necessity of planning and preparation
intheéventpthatsnchaatasnopbe
should ever overtake the world.
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mand of an Armored Division.
: ] the "

vated unit has

are not aveilable. Ep.

confronted with many

units, or command a task force
0 obtain the answer in solving some of these
ow the 19th Armored Cavalry Group stationed in Germany. This comparatively newly acti-
situations which give ample opportunities for use of ingenuity, for the books

The writer of the following, a ployment considered mosta

1934 graduate of the United States
Military Academy, served in the Ew-
rop:an Theater of ions with
the Sixth Armored Division during

‘crid War 11. Prior to kis present

assignment

of the 19th Armoved Cavalry group
he was assigned as Deputy of the
Public Information Division, Head-
querters, U. S. Army, Europe.

or men in our Ay today who have
served with the Hq & Hq Co of what
we now call an “Armored Cavalry
Group.” Therefore anyone receiving
such an assignment is likely to find it
a new expenence, and will have many
questions about the organization. mis-
sions, and operations of such 2 unit.

Without exception, the officers and
men making up the Kleadquarters and
Headquarters y of the 19th
Amored Cavalry

p, have lacked
riou . ith this type or-

ganm.&nseqlﬁdy,thetehas
some groping and “feeling our
way”~ in uying to establish clearly in
the minds of all concerned just what
the overall mission of the unit should
what tasks it should ex-
how it should go about i
jions should be trained for their roles
as elements of the . .
Anvone whose duties require him
to make a detailed examination of the

“armored " and its capa-
e 5 vacd & oee wich dhe b
the intended missions for sach an

organization, or the methods of em-

ppropriate.

T/O & E 17-32, with changes (in-
cluding T/O & E 17-32A, March, |

1953) is the basis for organization

of the group headquarters. This little

Department of the Army publication

sets up a strength in officers and men

All photos—TU.S. Army

Headgquarters. It can
Anz:::gr’zsgthofaméom

problems, ARMOR has

garrison situation, where attached
units are conveniently close, and
where the emphasis, so far as the
group headquarters is concerned, is
on training and administrative inspec-
tioi::, rather than lfield b:g:ranons.‘
our groping for ground on
“armored cavalry group” operations,
we have come across one report in-
dicating that during Warld War 11,
the socalled “tank groups” which
were predecessors of our type unit,
provided training supervision and con-
trol of tank battalions until the time
of commitment to action, at which
time the group headquarters relin-
quished control of the battalions and
was itself employed thereafter largely
in the role of an armor staff section at
uarters.

corps or army headq

If this is historicallv correct, it is

no doubt reflected in the statement of
mission and capabilities as given in
T/O & E 17-3Z Here, the mission

"of an armored cavalry group head-

quarters is stated as, “command, con-
trol, and supervision of one or more

corps or field army.”

Among the listed capabilities which

follow, the more significant are:

a. Command, control, and super-
vision in combat of an armored
lt,a‘tsk force ble to a com-

command for short periods.

b. Command, control, and super-

son of . 1

equipment (flame-throwing,
mine-exploding, and floated
tanks, etc.) which may be as-
¢ Operation of armored-cavalry
section of corps or field army
headquarters when required.
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u

What is meant by “when required,”
in item c, above? When and under
what conditions should the Froup
headquarters furnish personnel and

uipment to operate an armor section
ce:flcorps or armgel::adquaners? Under
present ' noncombat conditions, the
19th has been of limited assistance to
the corps ‘staff with which we are
associated, without serious detriment
to the command responsibilities it has
in connection with the presently at-
tached tank and armored infantry bat-
talions. Under combat conditions, it
seems clear that the group headquar-
ters could with reladve ease assume
command responsibility for an ar-
mored task force in active operations,
or it could furnish an armor section
of a higher headquarters, but it could
hardly do both simultaneously unless
additional personnel and some ad-
ditional equipment were provided.
Ideally, these two functions should
be divorced. ,

Be that as it may, the 19th finds
itself on duty in Germany, with the
510th, 322d, and 141st Tank Battal-
jons, and the 373d Armored Infantry
Battalion, attached. All of these units
ﬁlﬂd and will comtinue to receive

training experience in support-

ing roles, attached to the infantry

regiments and divisions stationed in
y.

The 19th Armored Cavalry Group

in addition to the nor-

mal week-in and week-out cycle of

ining i jons, tests, vers,

field exercises, etc., is gradually work-

ARMOR-—September-October, 1953

The Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company of an Armored Cavalry
Group is organized under TO & E
17-32N w/changes. It is quite dif-
ferent in structure from the Head-
quarters and_ Service Company of a
Tank Battalion. We do not have the
men or equipment to warrant being
a Headquarters, Headquarters and
Service Company. This Company is
organized to furnish mess, mainte-
nance, communications, supply, and
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During the relatively short period
of stay in Waco the 16th Ammored
Engineer Banalion Task Force, using
irs own and borrowed equipment, re-
moved 26,000 cubic yards of rubble.
drove a cumulative 20,000 miles. re-
covered 14 bodies. cleared 4 miles of
city sweets. wrecked 11 dan
buildings, and performed other mis-

cellanecus rescue and

trightful in cost and human suffer-

up certain facts which will be ex-
tremely valuable in other emergencies
of a similar nature. '
The comparison of this disaster
and the destruction that might be
wrought by an atomic bomb is too
valid 10 be dismissed lightly. The
end result of the Waco Tormado was
probably a small scale replica of the
destruction to be expected from an
atomic bomb over an American city.
Casualties. of course, were much
lower and no fires were present to
add to the destruction. However,
even this small version practically

the life of the city for some
days. The disaster pointed out the
need for E‘m W cope with such o
ism suthoriies. In

of aprestiven o cders bund » werve
waning  deliver the ( cope (o
oandrs's Sundoy Posch. An ssumn

3 ep
would result if help were not forth-

To help the commander reduce
this threat to his rear, an Area Dam-
age Control System has been devised,
and, as taught at the Command and
General Staff College, is sound and
workable for a situation such as has
been depicted. Engineer units, due
to their equipment and training, are

ing t0 the civilian community, pointed Army Mpmmm'ﬂd“ﬁlgmof'm«w.m
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larly suited to such operations:
ever, any military unit with suit-
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rge numbers to equip
the labor force. Auxiliary lighting
equipment is of the utmost impor-
tance since usually all available civil-
ian generators will be used supplying

ncy power for vital city in-
stallations, and night work can be

extremely hazardous without ade-
quate lighting.

Good communications within the
city and to the base station are viual.
The radios. organic to almost any
tactical unit in the Army. are excel-
lent for this type of work. Augmen-
tation of the number required would
allow some flexibility and would at
the same time be available for assist-
ing any vital civilian organization
that is without the proper type of
communications.

A needed adjunct to the normal
military communications not often

Photo—U 8. Army
Third Street, Waco, after some emergemcy clearance werk had been dome.

ARMOR—September-October, 1953

Men of the Sistesnth changing shifte in Wars. as they werbed aremnd the shosh.

found in a tactical unit b 2 publx
address sastem. For comtrol of the
actual work sise it is practically man-
datory. if work is w  safely
and effectively. and if the volunteer
civilian workers are 10 be given in-
telligent direction. The commander.
by the use of a public address system.
has increased his range of command
and direction of work many times.

As a final observation. the military
principles of prior reconnaissance and

lanning. sound organization of 2
|Pob tim%ly maintenance of men and
equipment. good communications and
close liaison with adjacent units are
as essential to this tvpe of operation
as to anyv other military operation.
In this atomic world where we live.
success in_battle might well hinge
u success in this less r
ﬁeplt:inof Area Damage C;mh

As the 16th Armored Engineer
Bartalion lined up their vehicles to
return to Fort Hood on Fridav 15

May. there was hardly a man among

the approximately 200 officers and en-
listed men who had participated who
didn't breathe a prayer of thanks-
giving that it was not his home town
or his loved ones who had been vis-
ited by this most terrible of storms.
The realization also that man was
now able to compete with nature in
destructive fury brought home 1o all
the horror of atomic warfare and the
necessity of planning and preparation
in the event that such a catastrophe
should ever overtake the world.
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An Armored Cavalry Group is capable of forming an Armored Section for an Army or Corps Headquarters. It can

mand of

-equipped units, or command a task force comparable to the strength of a Combat Com-

an Armored Division. To obtain the answer in solving some of these complex problems, ARMOR has
focussed the spotlight on the 19th Armored Cavalry Group stationed in (
vated unit has been confronted with many situations which give ample opportunities for use of ingenuity, for the books

are mot available. Ep.

The writer of the following, a
1934 graduate of the United States
Military Academy, served in the Eu-
ropean Theater of Operations with
the Sixth Armored Division during
World War II. Prior to his present
assignment as Commanding Officer
of the 19th Armored Cavalry group
he was assigned as Deputy of the
Public Information Division, Head-
quarters, U. S. Army, Europe.

There are undoubtedly few officers
or men in our Army todav who have
served with the Hq & Hq Co of what
we now call an “Armored Cavalry
Group.” Therefore anyone receiving
such an assignment is likely 1o find it
a new experience, and will have many
questions about the ization, mis-
sions. and operations of such a unit.

Without ion. the officers and
men making up the Headquarters and

Company of the 19th

Armored Cavalry have lacked
previous experience with this type or-
Eoce s gropiog and Fechg o
some our
way~ in trying to establish clearly in
the minds of all concerned just what
the overall mission of the unit should
late; what tasks it should ex-

pect; how it should go about

ions should be trained for their roles
as elements.of the X

Anvone whose duties him
to make a detailed examination of the
*armored ca " and its
bilities, i struck 45 cce with the b,
sence of published doctrine indicating
organization, or the methods of em-
20

loyment considered most appropriate.
P ' O&E 1732, with chgnges Cin-
cluding T/O & E 17-32A, March,
19531 is the basis for ization
of the group headquarters. This little
Department of the Army publication
sets up a strength in officers and men

All photos—TU.8. Army

Colenel Brown

roughly one-half of that provided for
an armored combat command head-
quarters, or for the headquarters of
an armored cavalry regiment. It is
considered significant that at reduced
strength, the group headquarters is
gruvided adequate staff personnel for
1, chaplain’s, food service, and TI&E
activities, while S2 is represented only
by one enlisted space, and liaison
el are entirely lacking. (One

jaison officer and one S2 officer are
provided at full strength.) This of
i e headyuaren s noc i
i was not in-
tendetzpfeot normal employment in a

. This comparatively newly acti-

garrison  situation, where attached
units are conveniently close, and
where the emphasis, so far as the
group. hadqu;ners is concerned, is
on wraining and administrative inspec-
tions, rather than field operations.

- In our groping for background on
“ai cavalry group” operations,
we have come across one report in-
dicating that during World War II,
the socalled “tank groups” which
were predecessors of our type unit,
provided training supervision and con-
trol of tank battalions until the time
of commitment to action, at which
time the group headquarters relin-
quished control of the battalions and
was itself employed thereafter largely
in the role of an armor staff section at
corps or army headquarters.

If this is historically correct, it is -

. no doubt reflected in the statement of

_mission and capabilities as given in
T/O & E 1732 Here, the mission
of an armored cavalry group head-
quarters is stated as, “command, con-
trol, and sur:rvis'on of one or more
separate tank battalions assigned to a
corps or field army.”

the listed capabilities which
follow, the more significant are:

a. Command, control, and super-
vision in combat of an armored
task force comparable to a com-
bat command for short periods.

b. Command, control, and super-
vision of iali armored
equipment (flame-throwing,
mine-exploding, and floated
ti.mks, etc.) which may be as-

c. Operation of armored-cavalry
section of corps or field army
when required.

ARMOR—September-October, 1953

The italicized portions of items a
and b, above, mggeltmtwo of the
many specific questions that arise in
trying to visualize exactly what is in-
tended as Ft:: role of d:sha type head-
quarters. For example, what is meant
by“command?..o.ui:xé.sbat...fw
short periods” experience
so far with the limited personnel au-
thorized, and the requirement for
24-hours-a-day operation of radio nets,
staff sections, etc., plus the require-
ment for local security at all times,
leads us to an estimate of 3 to 5 days
as the reasonable maximum period of
sustained combat operations for this
type headquarters, as presentlv
manned and equipped t would
the 19th do if required to operate for a
longer continuous period? Improvise,
of course, and this covers a multitude
of sins, all justified in the service of
our country.

What is meant by “when required,”
in item c, above? When and under
what conditions should the %roup
headquarters furnish personnel and

uipment to operate an armor section
g?cogps or army headquarters? Under

resent noncombat conditions, the
19th has been of limited assistance to
the corps staff with which we are
associated, without serious detriment
to the command responsibilities it has
in connection with the presently at-
tached tank and armored infantry bat-
talions. Under combat conditions, it
seems clear that the group headquar-
ters.could with relative ease assume
command responsibility for an ar-
mored task force in active operations,
or it could fumish an armor section
of a higher headquarters, but it could
hardly do both simultaneously unless
additional personnel and some ad-
ditional equipment were provided.
Ideally, these two functions should
be divorced.

Be that as it may, the 19th finds
itself on duty in Genmany, with the
510th, 322d, and 141st Tank Battal-
ions, and the 373d Armored Infantry
Battalion, attached. All of these units
have had and will continue to receive

trainin; ience in support-

ig:;dmls, a&;ih::;?to the in n:gn'v

iments and divisions statio: in
reguneny‘

The 19th Armored Cavalry Group
headquarters, in addition to the nor-
mal week-in and week-out cycle of
training i ions, tests, maneuvers,
field exemsas,g m'spec:nc., is gradually work-
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in composi

force for rapid move-

The writer of the following, a
1950 graduate of Alabama Polytech-
nic Institute, received his commission
in Armor. During World War 11 he
served two years as an enlisted man
in the Air Force in the Ewropean
Theater of Operations. Prior to his
p'aﬂ‘icerew asl-sl‘eadqua:t:ri & Headqi;:rg

& !
mcof v he was assigned to the
40th Tank Batwlion, 4th Infantry
Division.

The Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company of an Armored Cavalry
Group is organized under TO & E
17-32N w/changes. It is quite dif-
ferent in structure from the Head-
quarters and Service Company of a
Tank Battalion. We do not hav;elt:e
men or equipment to warrant g
a Headquarters, Headquarters and
Service Company. This Company is
organized to furnish mess, mainte-

nance, communications, supply, and

confronting each section of the com-
pany prevent the work from ever be-

compam-omr:par
sibilities include taking care of all
matters of an administrative nature
for all i 1o the
G:mpm?m?pumnd
section which handles all the records.
Another of our job is to supply
all the items which are required
the performance of the Group mis-
sion. Being a company, we
deal with agents of all the Tech-
problems since the supply
ustbeawayfwmtgepimpanpaé:da
great deal of the time. This makes
our supply much more complex than
dealing with a Bartalion S4 as in the
case of line companies.

The major problem encountered in
the Armored Cavalry Group Head-
quarters Company is the lack of per-
sonnel to i
performed outside the normal job that
each man is assigned. The Companv
consists primarily of specialists and
many times people must be
away from their jobs in Group Head-
quarters in order to maintain eur
vehicles and equipment in a state of
combat readiness. The authorized
strength of the Company is 50 men
and 9 officers including a Chaplain.

ission is to intain a




hmacmsdaaﬂehgme' of
in i and i lnl:i-g
dition to a thorough know of the

the company operates smoothly
around the clock. We take pride in
our ability o move efficiently and

lsr Lr. Hanowo C. Incram
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present assign-
ment as S1 of the 19th Armoved Cav-
alry Group. .

Under the present organization of
the 19th Armored Cavalry Group the
functions of the S1 vary from actual

S1 operations in the field to a role of

administradive supervisor. 1
mgel’,mdacnmmmn;
garrison. The S1 is charged with the
selection and procuring of qualified
personnel to operate the Group Head-
quarters. He maintains a continuous
sarvev of attached umits in his role as
an adviser 1o the Group Commander.

Although most personnel matte .
with the : l::edq gy t‘

army uarters, the pro-
ceedings of courts, boards and investi-

1 s .
headquarters. Battalion Commanders
use.Gmup channels for transfers and

and for transfer or reassignment of
groups of enlisted A

(Al h the Group in the field is
gven command missions,
dl’ssinﬁhxityisnotfmnzl;adnﬁnk-
trative procedures The combat com-
2

mand does not mix in any way with
the administration of its attached bat-
Armored Division Headquarters. The
Group Headquarters has no DAC w0
which it may send its personnel sec-
tion or the el sections of its
attached battalions but must, with
the limited facilities at hand, and nor-
mally aver long distances, control and
supervise the many reports required
inday-todayopemﬁonsinthe?eld.
The S1 in the Armored Cavahy
Group must become familiar with the
inner workings of the Corps staff since
the Group Commander is normally
the Corps Armor officer. The S1 must
be prepared to assist the Group Com-
mander not only in his command ca-
pacity but also in those problems

. which result from his being a mem-

ber of the Corps Staff.
Administrative channels for the Ar-
mored Cavalry Group in the field
are normally from Group to Corps to
Army. When the Group is attached
to a Division the Division then be-
comes the first channel for most Geld
reports and presents a staff level

N Capt. Ackley

which is more easilv reached by the
Group Staff and with which more
transactions can be made.
Because of frequent antachments
and detachments to and from the
G in the field, it is not ible
form‘:h?e Group Sl w© becomept;“:in-
volved in Battalion administration.
uently the relationship be-
tween the S1 and the attached Battal-
ions will vary with the personality of
the commander and the situation at
hand.
Carr. Joun M. AcxrLy

gen Forest. He is presently assigned
as S4 of the 19th Armored Cavalry
Group. -

by the supply and evacuation person-
nZl of t.hepps{aﬁ This consists of an
S4, a supply sergeant, and a Food
Service Warrant Officer with two en-
listed assistants. The Group supply
section acts in an advisory capacity.
coordinating supply, maintenance and
evacuation functions between higher
headquarters and armored cavalry
group elements.

Successful operation of the group
is dependent upon adequate and time-
ly supply. Because of the high con-
sumption rate, emphasis is placed on
the resupply of fuel and lubricants,
ammunition, and spare parts. These
must be provided in a steadv stream
if armored cavalry is to roll, shoot,
and communicate.

In order to retain flexibility of or-
ganization and facilitate attachment
and release, subordinate unit supply
requests are not consolidated by the
Group S4. He is not an operator in
the supply chain, nor does he have
the logistical means to receive or issue
supplies to the battalions. All bartal-
ion reports are normally channeled
direct to division and army installa-
tions, with information copies being
retained by the Group S4.

The armored cavalry group head-
quarters contains the necessary com-
mand and staff personnel for command
and control of a tactical grouping of
lc;l)lmbinei aztl:l:s. It is colmp]etely mo-

ile, wi personnel and equi
ment habitually mounted or etqranz:
ported in organic wheeled vehicles.
Each battalion normally attached is
organized for independent administra-
tive operation, and is capable of sup-
rom'ng itself with resupply of fuel,

ubricants, ammunition, rations, and
water for organic and attached ele-
ments.

Field and combat trains are retained
unger mcdl‘:de control of each battalion
and i operating personnel to
perform the functions of supply, main-
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Capt. Grotelueschen

tenance, and evacuation. The battal-
ion combat trains normally consist of
the major elements of the battalion
maintenance platoon and the battalion
medical detachment, and those am-
munition and fuel and lubricant ve-
hicles of the battalion supply platoon
required for the immediate support
of combat operations.

The battalion field trains consist of
those vehicles not required for the
immediate support of combat opera-
tions, and generally include kitchen,
ration, water, and equipment and
administrative trucks. Normally they
will include fuel and lubricant trucks,
and ammunition trucks not required
in the battalion combat trains. A small
part of the battalion maintenance pla-
toon, such as 212 ton trucks, and a
small part of the battalion medical de-
tachment, such as the 3 ton ambu-
lance, may be left with the battalion
field trains.

When the E:::Ip is attached to a

division, j fupply vellxicls
proceed directly to division supply in-
stallations. W{en operating directly

under corps control, the battalion is
mgpliedfmmarmymstallanons.‘ jons. In
the latter case there is a considerable
distance for the resupply vehicles to
travel, often as greas as 100 miles.
Inttll:eE tha;'ofopera-
tions the day-to-day supply operations
arefarfromroutine,andiereis
vigorous competition among the top-
notch units seeking the best logistic
support. This group has been fortu-
nate enough to obtain early this vear
the equipment necessary to become
operational, although even now, six
months after activation, some major

items of equipment have not been
ARMOR—September-October, 1953

ices, due to non-availability.
Carr. Encar W. GROTELUESCHEN
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The writer of the following served
in the E Theater of Opera-

tions during World War Il with the
741st Tank Battalion. Prior 1o his
present assignment as Communica-
tions Officer of the 19th Armored
Cavalry Group he served with the
2d Armored Cavalry Regiment.

When I reported for duty as com-
munications officer of the 19th Ar-
mored Cavalry Group shortly after it
was activated, [ was dismaved to learn
that the group with a combat com-
mand type of mission was authorized
a communications section of only
seventeen enlisted menghand l::‘as r:‘.h]:
equipped with just eight F) i
{infantry series) and three SCR 506
radios. The seventeen-man communi-
cations section is broken down as fol-
lows:

1—communications chief

4—CW radio operators

S5—wiremen

2—code clerks -

2—motor messengers

2—armored utility vehicle drivers

1—radio mechanic

The first several mt:ll:ths of training
were t mostly in the garrison, an
) concﬁnn'ated on 24+hour-a-day radio
operation for the CW operators, and
on-the-job training for the wiremen.
who were basically armored cavalry

As training progressed and the
group participated in field exercises
and special operations, it became ap-
parent that more CW radio operators
were needed-and that the wire person-
nel were not fully emploved in the
field. Hence, steps were taken to train
the wiremen as CW radio operators
so that they could augment the TO&E
CW radio operators. This training is
in p now,. '

Field work also the necessity
of having FM radios of the armored
series in the , for in our shont
existence 1 have called on 10
arrange for voice radio contact with

te armored feld artillery bat-
:E::s, a separate armored infantry
battalion, an armored cavalry recon-
naissance battalion, and units of the
2d Ammored Division. All these

group has requested on EML three
AN VRQ1 FM radios {armored se-
ries] to be mounted in Y ton trucks
for communications with units that
have the armored series of radios. The
group presently has three heavy wank
battalions attached and as these units
have the infantry series of FM radios
and as elements of the group often
work with units of the US infantry
divisions. it is mandatory ::‘azh z
be equi with
mu'_v anec? ar::;:!ed series. of FM
radios.

The requirement of having both
voice and CW communications at air
distances of more than 100 miles dur-
ing field operations presented a com-
munications problem that could not
be met with the ps SCR 506
radios. This problem was solved by
the corps signal battalion supporting
the group with VHF teams and AN -
GRC-26 or SCR 399 radio teams.
The group has requested five SCR
399 radios on EML and a personnel
augmentation of CW radio operators
to operate these radios in order 10
have positive communications over ex-
tended distances to both higher and
lower uarters in future training
and field operations. One or two of
these SCR 399 radios wmd:;d; operate
in the higher headquarters radio nets
and on}:lg would operate as NCS of
the group’s CW command radio net.
The two remaining sets would be kep:
as group reserve and would be used
as the tactical situation dictates. For
example. if one of the groups sub-

Maj. Sterrett
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range of the SCR 506 radios, as is
the case,

Positive radio commamication is ab-
solutely necessary for an armored com-
mander to have control of his units. In
order for the Armored Cavalry Group
commander to have this positive radio
communication the
radios of both the armored and in-
with subordinate units in addition to
the SCR 399 radios for CW or voice
communication over extended dis-
tances 10 both higher and lower head-

Ma). Joan D. SterreTT
¢ 4 9

8 pr :
to the 19th Armored Cavalry Group.
They were asked to discuss the sig-
nificance, to them, of being attached

to the group as compared with their -

normal status prior to activation of
the 19th Armored Cavalry Group.

of major training areas, school quotas,
ew., for the te battalions fell
within the purview of the already
busy corps G3 section. Now, with the

activation of the 19th Armored Cav- .

alry Group, the corps has gained not
only an armored staff section but also
the advantage of dealing with but one
armored sub unit instead of four. This
happy circumstance for the corps staff
has every bit as fortunate for the
bartalions themselves, inasmuch as it
has removed some of the burden from
their staffs. We battalions may now
take our problems to the relatively
small group headquarters where, be-
ing much closer to the group com-
mander or staff officer concerned, they
receive much more in the way of in-
dividual attention than heretofore.

From the standpoint of plans our
rroblen::ﬁre vastly simplified. Initial(i
v our staffs were required to
long hours gleaning from the vosll::i-
nous corps plans the bits that affected
the battalions. Now that group head-
quarters has assumed this function
and passes to the battalions only the
information pertinent to their plans
and operations, the battalion opera-
tions officer can devote the majority
of his time to normal training.

The group with its artached units
can be utilized very much like a com-
bat command, can act as a sub head-
quarters for corps in controlling s
units temporarily attached, orm;Pn
provide the control element under
which to weld assault or reserve task

force units. Naturally, we battalions

Commanding Oficers (Lto R Col.&vvn—lMGncp,ﬁ l.t.CoI.
& 2“—328 Tank Battalien, Lt
Colyer—373d Armered Infantry Battalien.

Tank Battaliem, Lt. Col. W
Tank Battalien, sand Lt Cel

very much prefer the former. The
group with its three heavy tank bat-
talions and one armored infantry bat-

talion m&m a t force and
can acquit i well on any assigned
mmon,'“;lmhnt we like best to visualize
ou es as a powerful striking force
held initially in reserve and uged for
the “Sunday punch” which so often
provides the in of victory.

Our major problem to date is com-
munications. The present T/O & E
for our separate tank battalions calls
for radios on the infantry band while
the T/O & E of our armored infantry
battalion provides radios on the armor
band, as is also the case with the units
of the 2d Armored Division. This
problem renders our getting together
on the air a little difficult in com-
bined training and certainly presents
a potential hazard in battle whenever
units on the armor band work with or
are attached to those which are not.
Our present, admittedly interim, so-

* lution is maximum utilization of CW
common to all our units as well as
dependence upon the common “B”
set with its vepr; limited range. Our
recommended solution is the issue of
enough armor sets to each battalion
that the key sets within the unit may
‘be switched when necessary. Al
though this problem is far from
whi with what we have, we of
the 19th Armored Cavalry Group are
prepared to give a good account of
ourselves as we are whether we are
fighting as a group or as detached
units.

s =, SHCIN
lston—510th
Col. 1418t
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editorial

A Potential Team

to students of the military art and science in preparation for

History has ed to be most hel
) Weban rely o p establish principles. We can use these principles in futare

the future. We can rely oa history to

lanning. We must supplement past d h
aid:d:emdonofholzilidsinxomumredoﬂicusang.lan:greuduloqumysupponm
b Hoeg llh‘.:,kl’ml Isewhere to study r’s pri
leadership. H er, wi ve tO turn e to armor’s th
r?leinu:l:)bile‘”":::"'fa.l'e.thzy likewise will have to mum elsewhere to get data to study the proper utili-
zation of tactical air, in ination with armor, guided missiles, atomic artillery and airborne infan-
try units. Similarly, tactical air officers will have to examine other sources to study close ground sup-
rt in conjunction with fast: ing mobile s; The airborne infantry officer can learn much
rom ground infantry tactics but will have to search further to determine what he can coatribute to
the mobile team. The tactical, guided missile or atomic artillery officer will have to visualize an eatirely
aew role. - .

With the development of new weapons, which in some instances are not battle proved, new meth-
ods of employment at least must be considered even though later they may be rejected. To fail to ex-
lore all the facets of new tactical doctrine is sheer folly. To fail to capitalize on gains made possible

new weapons is unwise and uneconomical. )

In order to provoke some thought on fumre aspects of warfare, which is one of the missicas of
ARMOR as an outlet for such expression by our readers, we would like to pose a situa-
tion. Thus, we hope to invite constructive comments on the part of cthose readers may be inter-
ested. )

An Army commandér, to accomplish an appropriate offensive mission, has at his disposal atomic ar-
dﬂety,airborneinfmuy,ncﬁulaifmdm;de;nits. Whatlsthemosteoonomal:::d:odolem;

t to accomplish the assi mission ecting a saving in , time equipment ?
!l,fmmtbearmondp oﬁcer.“sf?:rdd:is.\my,what-waddyoumtto ow in advance in order o
advise the commander oun the proper unlization of the armor at his disposal? And what would
attack? Coaversely, what information you give each specialist to assist him in his mission of
advising the Army commander as to utilization? If you re either the tacrical air, air-
borne infantry or artillery units, what would you want to know about armor and what assistance could
you render each other?

Let’smoveupw:hefmtlineunitswseeiomeofdnptoblemswhichconfronttbennitoom-

Asmairbaneihfantrycommnderofaunittobeanployedind:eaccompl'nhm_entof:!x'smis—
sion, what would you want to know prior to the attack? What information concerning tactical air,
guided missiles, atomic artillery and armor could you pass oa to your subordinates?

As a division artillery officer, might you not inquire as to support expected from corps, and what
is the possibility of utilizing the atomic shell?

As a squadron leader of a tactical air unit, wouldn’t you desire information concerning the loca-
tion of possible air drops and routes of approach for the armored units?

As a tank company commander in the lead company, what information would you want to receive
from the ofymrcombucommndinrespeatotheothermembers_ofdﬁsm?

This should bring ion from the technical services such as the Combat Engineers, Ordnance,
Signal, and Chemical as to how this team might affect their operations and what they might
contribute in support.

These are but a few of many questions which undoubredly would arise.

It appears on the surface, if we can propose a conjecture, that this eam would be most effective.

With tactical air and atomic artillery units su rting massed armored spearheads, and airborne in-
fantry units properly meshed in, it is believed &Armymmanderhsahsﬁoda!ngdem
force capable of accomplishing his mission with the maximum saving of time the minimum
expenditure of personnel and equipment.

ARMOR welcomes constructive articles intended to develop this idea: amofdrbonuiufanj
—tactical sir—atomic artillery—armor, forming a self-relisat striking force, yet mutually sndm
upon one another, capabie of rendering a quick decision when given an appropriate mission objec-
tive.
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RECOILLESS
GUNS AND TANKS

by
RICHARD M. OGORKIEWICZ

Tbe pros and cons of recoilless guns bave been bashed over many times since they first made
their appearance on the battlefield early in World War 1. In fact the Russians used them

the many weapons devel-

oped during the course of

World War II few have at-

tracted as much artention as recoilless

guns. Fewer still have made such an

impression on all the post-war think-
m%_:en the subject of armeor.

impact of recoilless weapons on

military thinking has, on the whole,

been 10 the detnment of the tank.

that, one has onlv to recall the state-
ment made shortly before the Korean
aggression by the then Secretary of
theArmytoshowhowfarsomeof
these views went: . tank warfare
as we have known it will soon be ob-
solete™

The causes of this are not far to
se::.ped Recoilless hav:h been de-
v largely to increase the organic
fire power %ef the infantry; to pm
infantry units with more powerful,
vet handier, weapons than 'those
which they hitherto

they have accomplished. They have :

increased the fire power of the infan-
try and its ability to engage several
types of targets, including armored ve-

hicles. These facts can hardly be ques- -

tioned. But the conclusions which
have been drawn from them are very
questionable.

Erronecus Conclusions

First, there is the “devastating”™~
to quote a senior ordnance officer—
pertormance of recoilless guns. It is
“devastating” indeed, compared with
earlier types of infantry weapons. Buy,
as far as the targteﬁaef;:‘t is concerned,
it is no more so e performance
of field artillery and tank guns, which
have been in use for some time. Un-
fortunately this fact is often forgotten
and quite erronecus conclusions are
drawn as to the on-target effect of
recoilless weapons.

Secondly, there is the more general
question of armor-piercing weapons
and the validity of the argument that
tanks are rendered obsolete because
their armor can be penetrated. Such
an argument, if it were true, would
mean that tanks have hitherto been
invulnerable—which, of course, they
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never were. So, onthaisoorealone,
the argument is false. Moreover, ar
mor protection is not the tank’s only
or even chief attribute, though, un-
fortunately, there are still many who
are under that illusion. Thus, whether
the armor can be pemetrated or not,
the question of the tank becoming
outdated does not really arise. It is
the thinking attaching ‘such im
ance to armor protection which is
hopelessly outdated.

, Neeod for Analysis

Confused thinking must not, how-
ever, be allowed to obscure the real
value of recoilless weapons, any more
than their limitation. It makes it all
the more important to examine them
carefully; to attempt a close and ob-
]ecnvemlyssofthecharacﬂensncs
of recoilless and of their pos-
sibilities in than infantry roles.
s ot ooy, which

background of t, Wl
deserves some attention, and which
is also interesting in illustrating the
made in this field since the

first guns were introduced.

German Development

The first German recoilless guns
were for airborne troops,
where their light weight and ease of
dropping by parachute firted them
well. They were first used, appropri-
ately enough, during the German at-
tack on Crete, in Mav 1941, the first

largesuleoperanonevertohave'

béen carried out almost exclusively
by airborne forces.

"The first type to be produced was
a short 75mm gun, mounted on a
light wheeled carriage. Like all sub-
sequent recoilless weapons it balanced
the recoil forces by allowing a portion
of the llant gases to escape to
the rear through a nozzle, these escap-
ing gases acting in much the same
way as the counter-projectile of the
Davis gun. This nozzle assembly re-
placed the conventional breech biock
and the cartridge cases were provided
with a plastic base which disinte-
grated on firing but which was suf-
ficiently robust to allow an initial
prasumbmltupfocsbotprowlson.

“ After the 7.5cm L.G.40 proved it-
self in the hands of the German

fense gun and included several self-

propelled versions.
for the 75mm and lOSm

mannme. however, work was

U. S. Development
Work on recoilless guns in the
1243. at ’the Frankford Arsenal. the

Early in l%Smﬂnumbasdbodt

against the Finns during the Winter W ar of 1939-1940. For a bistory of their backgroxsd
and some sound conclusions based on analytical studies a perusal of this article is in order.

The first successful application of
recoilless guns, as they are known
today, was in Germany,

periments begun as early as 1937.
Some attempts at producxlzg recoilless
weapons had been made earlier, nota
bly with the Davis gun of World
Woar 1, which was manufactured in
the United States and mounted on
a few large Bnnsh airplanes. This
fired projectiles in te duecnons
with the same pro
was the actual pro]ecule and the oth-
er a counterweight by means of which
recoil forces were

The %manks appear to have done
some early work also: a specimen was
captured yb the Finns during the
“Winter War of 1939-1940, but re-
coilless guns do not appear to have
been used later on the Eastern Front
against the Germans.
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where ex- -

borne it was issued and used
v EJ mountain troops and
infantry units. It was found par-
ticularly useful by the units operating
in Finland, where it could be carried
to positions where it was impossible
to take heavier tvpes of weapons.
More than one type of 75mm gun
was actually built and it was followed
closely
were also originally intended for air-
borne troops but which were used by
others as well. Both tvpes, the 75mm
and the 105mm, were in service in
some numbers by 1943 and were en-
countered by Allied troops in Italy.
Other types were also under devel-
opment, fairly high priority being
given to this until the middle of
1944. By 1945 the range of models
stretched from a 55mm automatic air-
craft cannon to a 280mm coast de-

bv 105mm models, which-

57 and 75mm rifles were flown out
a%uemtbev ol

ro were employed suc-
cessfnllwpem the final offensive in
Germany and, like the first German
recoilless guns, were used initially by
parachute troops, of the 17th Airborne

"Division. A lirtle later they showed

equally well in the Pacific, during the
fighting on Okinawa.

Since World War II recoilless rifles
have, of course, become standard
equipment, partly as a replacement
of conventional support and antitank
guns: three 57mm rifles o each in-
fantry company and four 75mm rifles
to each infantry batalion. There is
hardly any need to add that more re-
oentlvtbevhavedcmonstrazedtbeu
value as infantry weapons in Korea
and have been supplemented by a
third and still larger model, the

z




towards increased employment of
heavy, crew-operated weapons, in-
stead of individual ones, which has
been going on for over a century.
The Germans were among its earliest
exponents when, some time before

U.3. Army
The US 105mm receilless gun, meunted on a !;-ton vehicle.
allews additienal mebility but witheut armor protection.

T.8. Army

The US 75Smm gun, on a weasel. has the advantage of a
full-tracked vehicle. Its limitations are those of the vehicle.

battalion antitank weapons.

Light Weight
The success of recoilless guns to
date must, in“the first instance, be
ascribed to their light weight. By
virtue of the fact that the recoil forces
are balanced a very much lighter piece
can be constructed; one whose weight
" is largelv confined to the tube; which
can fire projectiles comparable with
those used by field anillery and vet
remain portable or, at any rate, capa-
ble of being mounted on a very light
carriage. Small wonder that it
The lightness of the piece explains
the success and ity of recoil-
less rifles with airborne troops, with
whom weight is always a major prob-
lem. It also largely explains its success
” .

World War II. they provided their
infantry regiments and battalions with
light infantry howitzers. So were the
Japanese with their ultra-light 70mm
battalion howirzers.

It is within this rend that much of
the general devel t of recoilless
guns falls, a trend which they acceler-
ated considerably.

Powder Consumption
The advantages of light weight and
of the resultant mobility of the piece
have to be paid for, however. The
price is powder consumption.
\Vhenatheroundisﬁredonlyasmal]
portion of the gases does work on the
%i )ecnl]3 e: therstsmﬁeeto the rear.
tter is ible for givi
the gun its mﬂrspo: chanctgi:::nné
but it is also responsible for the large

and more bulky ammunition, through
and storage problems, right
back to the cost of manufacture and
the question of raw materials. The
price paid for the lightness of the
piece with reference to the ammuni-
tion problem is, therefore, quite high.
It limits severely the scope of recoil-
less guns and makes it unlikely that
they will supersede conventional guns
in general use. It also restricts their
application to such roles where a high
muzzle velocity and hence a high
chamber pressure are not required.
- Infantry guns, of course, fall into
the latter category. A relatively low
muzzle velocity is adequate for sup-
port guns firing high explasive shells.
But, important as the development of
infantry su guns and the con-
tribution made to this by recoilless
ARMOR——September-October, 1953

" hollow,

are, the importance of the latter
%havebeenfarkswmitmt
for another deve ent. A deve
ment which produced a project
whose armor peueunnonpc‘l:l not
depend upon its velocity—in other
words, the development of the shaped
charge.
The development of the shaped, or
charge projectile may, like
that of the recoilless gun, be traced
back a number of years. But its prac-
tical application in the -
middle of World War 11: among the

litle later similar German mpons‘
did the same against American and
British tanks. These weapons were
the 8.8cm Racketenbuchse (or, more
commonly, Ofewrohr>, a copv of
the U. S. bazooka, or the single
shot Panzerfaust—an individual, short-
range launcher with 4 or 6 inch di-
ameter projectiles.

Almost simultaneously, shaped
charge projectiles were also applied to
grenades and fi illery as well as
recoilless ’ :

that many began to doubt the value of

plified. It is this which has made the

antitank rocket launcher and the anti-

tank recoilless rifle, with all their

advantages of lightness and mobiliry,
ible.

er it is the better is the performance of
the bollow charge projectile, though.
of course, a initial velocity
is required to artain the necessary
range and accuracy. In this last re-

e o o g
perior to the rocket . though
again spin stabilization entails some
loss of armor-piercing performance.
compared with fin stabilized projec-

The German Pz. Kpfw. IV tank with

less guns has armor protection and full-tracked mobility.

Courtesy of the Aathor

two 75mm reecoil-

Ceurtesy of the Author

The German 165mm recoilless gun on a light Bergward car-
rier has fromtal armer protection and full-tracked mebility.

earliest projectiles incorporating this
feature were some German field ardl-
lery shells and the British No. 63
rifle grenade. The most effective and
spectacular, however, was its use in
the original U. S. bazooka, the 2.36
in., first used during the Allied land-
ings in French North Africa in 1942,

The batz;:okahis in itself a recoillels
weapon, though it is more v
clasg'g:d withgrocket launchz:so l:el:an
with what are usually termed recoil-
less guns. Anyway, its lack of recoil
and light weight combined with the

of the shaped charge
projectile ided the infantry with
a highly egerz"ve short-range antitank

weapon.
As such the bazooka demonstrated
its power against German tanks in the
Italian and French campaigns. A
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tanks there and then. In fact, the
menace of the shaped charge projec-
tile was considered to be such that
Hitler and his advisers began to doubt
further value of tanks as early as 1942,
Allied leaders and experts took much
the same view immediately after the
war and, unlike the others, have been
slow in revising their first and undulv
Armore Penstration

This is not to say that the menace
of the charge projectile to
tanks is negligible. Since such pro-
jectiles rely on the focussed blast en-
ergy their targer effect is substantially
independent of velocity and range.
And since armor tion can be
achieved without using a high muzzle
velocity the gun design is greatly sim-

tiles fired from smooth bore launchers.

But in both cases the low velocity

remains a disadvantage as applied w0
t'.

In this respect, at least, the high

velocity shot as fired from conven-




so when greater consideration is given

ofWhamthemkﬁvehel::cﬁvm&
shaped charge and high velocity
projectiles, to achieve penetration by
biast energy a good deal of explosive
is pecessarv and, hence, a bheavy and
This dependence of armor-piercing
pe'fom;'nzemalibaiswelliﬂusg
trated by the general trend to larger
caliber weapons: the replacement of
the 2.36 inch bazooka by the current
3.5 inch model, the development of
the 105mm recoilless gun tw supple-
mentd:ezgmmvas’onwbichisnow
armored vehicles,.

The necessity of going to
comes large and heavy and that the
recoilless "dnng;begmsd' uohl;etsomcof
its very ki wei
Forinsnnce,theﬁmriﬂeatglg;
Ib weight, without mount, may truly

T L
SETR e

be called “haiid carried artillery.” Bur
that no longer applies to the 105Smmm
m;g;l which weighs some 365 Ib and
w] ammunition is ionately
heavier. proport )
d:h thus becomes necessary to mount

e gun on a towed carriage, or, to
achieve maximum effectiveness, o
mount it directly on a suitable vehicle
—in other words, to make it into a
self-propelled gun.

As the size of the gun increases, an-
other problem, associated with recoil-
less equipment, becomes of increasin
importance and also suggests selfg-
propelled mounting: the problem of
back blast.

Tactically the latter is the greatest
drawback of all recoilless equipment.
It is potentially lethal for some dis-
tance behind the weapon and thus
counsiderable care must be taken in
positicning a gun, so as not to en-

friendly troops or the gun
crew. It makes the gun unsuitable for
firing in confined spaces and makes
concealment difficult by throwing up,
as it often does, clouds of smoke and
dust behind the weapon, which dis-
closes its position immediately at
night. ‘
These are serious problems. But
they can, at least, be reduced- by
mounting the gun on a vehicle: even
danger to the crew, and the ability to
change positions rapidly will partly -
alleviate the problem of concealment.

C et S egpa— -

C.8.
heUSﬂnll&Mbhlrdfu-&ehfnm's‘:d‘d:’.
0

At the same time, vehicle mounting
will considerably ease the problem
of ammunition handling.

There are thus several good reasons
for rm but the lightest models
of recoilless guns on self-propelled ve-
hicles. Further, it takes little imagina-
tion to see such a vehicle turning
rapidly into a tank or, at least, a “tank
destroyer.” A fast, light vehicle of,
say, somewhere between 5 and 15
tons, which would exploit the light-
ness of the recoilless weapon and at
the same time minimize the latter’s

gs-
Recoilless Gun Tank?

But such a light, recoilless gun
armed, armored vehicle has already
been advocated from another quarter.
It has been on various oc-
casions by U. S., French and Cana-
:)l;'an armored force officers as a means

ing round some of the dif-
Ecuft;:nofsize,weightandcostof
“present day tanks. It has even been
suggested as the basic tank of the fu-
ture, a light and highly mobile tank
which would go into action in swift-
moving swarms and revive the tem
of ground warfare. P

Whether it would prove quite as
effective as has been suggested or
more so than other types of tanks
armed with more conventional high
velocity guns must remain a matter of
conjecture. But whether it will or not,
such a type has undoubted and more
immediate possibilities.

In fact, the Germans were already
working on such a vehicle when
“;:g War H ended. Having con-
si several types of self lled
and tank applications they ?:;rp: de-
veloping a 150mm recoilless gun ver-

sion mounted on their light, turretless -

Jagdpanzer 38 chassis. Considerable
hopes were placed on it as a “tank

er,” or, more accurately, a ve-
hicle of the light Panzerjager class,
which was evolved towards the end
of the war and which combined the
roles of offensive action against hostile
armor and direct support of the in-
fantry. -

For these roles the characteristics
of the recoilless were particular-
ly suited: the low velocity, shaped
charge projectile provided good anti-
tank ce at up to medium
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should have resuked a hi versatile
and successful vehicle but the war
ended before the Germans were able
to build more than one or two experi-
mental models.

Armament Allemnaiives

The advantages of any such vehicle
are worth considering again.
are due to the combination
projectiles and the ab-
hence a light gun
which imposes mo stresses on the ve-
hicle. But the disadvantages of the
recoilless gun are also there: the back
blast, and its danger to friendly
troops, and the ammunition, as bulky
and heavy as that of any heavy, high
velocity gun. |

Therefore, having accepted a light
armored vehicle as the best way of
using recoilless guns, or assumed the
desirability of a light recoilless gun
armed tank, one may well carry the
analysis one step farther and enquire
whether there is some other “ell?c: of

rojecting large caliber, low veloci
gtojectilﬁ from such a vehicle—forz
this not the basic problem?

The weight of ammunition could
be reduced and back blast eliminated
by using a conventional gun. Guns of
105 or even 150mm can be fired from
a vehicle of about 10 tons, or even
less. But the gun would be consider-
ably heavier and the force of recoil
on the vehicle considerable. The pro-
jectiles too would have to be much
more robust and this would reduce
their explosive content and hence ef-
fectiveness.

A way round some of the difficulties
of the conventional gun, yet without
incurring the disadvantages of the re-
coilless gun, was discovered by Ger-
man engineers towards the end of
World War IL So far the new type
of gun has been referred as a “high

and low pressure gun,” but it could

equally well, and much more briefly,

be called a “throttled gun.”
Theottled Gun

Very briefly, the main feature of
thisguni:ﬂ’thatthefmntofthe
cartridge case is closed by a nozzle
late (in practice a plate with plain
Eols), and by a suitable choice of
areas the pressure on the base of the
projectile can be kept lower than in
the chamber—hence the “high and
low pressure” designation.
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This drop in pressure across the
nozzle plate means that the pres-
sure in the bore and on the projectile
islowermdhamealesmE:tm-
struction can be used and more ex-

ive can be carried in the projectile.

also means that recoil stresses are
less violent. For firing low velocity
projectiles it can be made a good deal
lighter and more efficient than a con-
nated a throttled gun cannot, of
course, be as light as a recoilless gun.
But it can still be made sufhciently
light to be able 10 compete directly
with recoilless in several roles.
In fact, the two models which the
Germans built and which thev were
about to introduce into service when
the war ended—the 8cm PAW 600
and the 10.5cm PAW 1000--were to

some recoil load can be accepted with-
out any difficulty. The recoil forces
of the throttled gun would not, there-
fore, be a drawback. On the other
hand, the saving in ammunition
weight and space over those of a re-
coilless would be very consid-
erable and the back blast entirely
eliminated. It would appear, there-
fore, that the throttled gun is a very
serious competitor of the recoilless

Conclusions
These comments show how far the

and the lighter models are truly porta-

ble. But for effective armor-piercing

ormance larger caliber and heav-
il’:fgnmsmumry. The result is

‘thar the recoilless gun ceases w0 be

portable. -
Whatever its size, it will still be a
great deal lighter than a conventional
P bur, caccpe for the very light
models, the of transport and
It may thus be towed or it may be
mounted directly on a vehicle—to get
the best results as in the case of the
conventional gun. In fact, the case
for a self-propelled version is even
stronger than with the latter, in view
of the disadvantages of back blast and
clusion would thus seem to point
definitely 10 2 self-propelled version.
From a self-propelled recoilless gun
there is but a small step to a recoil-
less gun tank. The latter has been
as a way of improving ve-
hicle design through gun characteris-
tics, just as the former is a way of
improving gun effectiveness through -
the characteristics of the automotive
vehicle. Whichever the approach the
result is much the same—which is
hardly surprising since tanks and self-
propelled guns are fundamentally the
same.
Asregardsdnearmamcmofsucha
vehicle the recoilless gun would ap-
to have a most serious competitor
in the throttled gun. But whether
one type or the other is chosen the
final result will essentially be the

tile.



The British versiom of the American Jeep makes s sharp turn om a hillside.

. The new Liaisom sceut car carries a crev of three, is capable of over 58 MPH.

P

The Universal carrier, an improved version of Werld War II Brea gum carrier.

Britain's latest combat and general service vehicles—some just off the secret
Defense Community, at
a demonstration held at the “proving ground™ of the Ministry of Supply's

lisc—were shown to military experts of the Euro
Fighting Vehicles Research Establishment near Chobham. Surrey.

The tem ton Scammell recovery truck, megotiating a ome in three gradiemt.

The vehicles put through their paces on hilly country, ranged from motor-
cycles to 2 huge 30-+ton tractor, towing 2 60<ton tank transporter, complete
with Centurion tank, some of which were driven round the diﬁ':hult cross
country circuit, tiating sharp buends and right angle turns at high speeds,
and climbing gran;ige.;m asgsteepq;s one in :hreeg.

One of the vehicles which stole the limelight was the new six-wheeled
armored personnel carrier, known as the “Saracen,” which was seen in public
for the first time. It is to be issued 1o motor battalions of British armored

" divisions. Powered by a Rolls Rovce engine, it has a top speed of 45 miles

per hour, and weighs ten tons. It can arry a complete section of infantry.
and is armored against small arms hre and shell splinters. It mounts a .30
caliber machine gun and a Bren gun. .\n outstanding feature of the vehicle

NEW BRITISH VEHICLES
" FOR COMBAT AND
 GENERAL-SERVICE

l Al Photos—British Information Service
-+
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is that it can even be driven minus a wheel or two if the front wheels are not
hit. The military experts were also highly
car which seats a crew of three and is capable of high speeds over rough
country.—British Information Services.

This six cylinder scout car was ocutstanding fer its cress-coumtry mebility.

interested in a new liaison scour -

*J
|
|




If W ar should come, we, the people of the United States, with our “Know-bow,” should not
try to meet bordes with equal bordes. We should employ our equipment more skillfully.

THE ARMORED CORPS

AND

ARMORED ARMY

_ by MAJOR HAROLD H. DYKE, JR.

FECOM followng a tour of duty with the ldoho
Nononal Geard.

skillful use of our modern weapons,
including helicopters and atomic ar-
tillery. The present school doctrine
contemplates the organization of
army corps, within Field Armies, in
which the ratio of armored divisions
to infantry divisions is abou: one to
three. Such employment results in
the frittering gway of arinof:g
in “ v . It fai

s:engthmake thepennma:nm" P:c:e‘:se of the
powerful characteristics of mobility,
flexibility, and firepower inherent in
armor.

It is true that this type corps or-
ganization was. used with great suc-
cess in World War IT by such lead-
ers of armor as Generals Patton,
Walker, Harmon, Eddy, and Critten-
berger, but the blunders of Hitler
and the exhaustion of the German

armies played a maj in that
s:.\ccss.Plnye‘tlhe War meen the
States, horse cavalry was used with
success by the South and later

v the North. Infantry, attacking in
waves behind an overwhelming ar-
tillery barrage, achieved a degree of

success during World War I; how-

ever, neither the outmoded arm on
the one hand nor the outmoded tech-
nique on the other could reasonably
be expected to uce any decisive
result in favor oIf’r:hde user z)dav
Thinking leaders, both military
and civil, see the fuility of attem&t-
ing to defeat Eastern masses with the
sort of combat at which the latter are
manifestly superior, i.e., “meet hordes
with equal hordes.” The most skill-
ful use which can be made of our
superior equipment is to employ it in
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"To mploy our Armor in greater mass than ever before, we must reor ganize it in greater masses.

This entails the formation of Armored Corps and Armored Armies under its own leaders.

highly trained formations possessin

maximum mobility, both strategic an

tactical, firepower and shock action.
Such formations would be used in
the early phases of a war in E

to conduct a vigorous mobile defense
on a large scale while the Western
Allies gather their strength. Later,
on the offensive, these units would
perform deep strategic penetrations
into the enemy’s rear and against his
centers of control and supply.

Armor is the obvious arm around
which to build these formations. Ar-
mor alone has the requisite charac-
teristics of mobility, hrepower, and
shock action. Armor, supported by
tactical air and atomic artllery, sup-
plied by helicopter, and with airborne
forces under its command, would be
the ideal combination in the per-
formance of the missions outlined
above. :

Armor must be employed in great-
er mass than the United States Army
has ever attempted before. In order

to obtain mass, it must be organized..

into larger formations than ever be-
fore, and under its own leaders. The
smallest fighting unit into which it
should be ized is the corps; the
corps could er be confined into
armored armies in order to perform
the strategic penetrations once the
West has gone over to the offensive.
This does not preclude the use of
the tank units of the infantry divi-
sions, corps tank and armored cavalry
units, and the few ammored divisions
necessary to add power to the infan-
try corps. Armor must continue to
give its support to infantry along with
the artillery and air, b\]n the armored
concept must be completely divorced
from the Type They Armored
Corps and Armored Army are thin
apart and must be considered in addi-
tion to the present Type Corps and
Tvpe Field Army. Only the armored
corps and armored army can give the

commander the sort of formations he

will need to crganize the highly
trained, highly mobile forces which
alone are capable of inflicting defeat
on the masses of the East. .

.. Orgomization

The unit upon which the organi-
zation of d\eP:rmored corps m
be based is, of course, the Armored
Division. The armored division con-
tains all the essential elements for the
successful performance of the armor
mission; however, in order for it to
exploit to the fullest its powerful
potential for offensive combat, its
present organization requires some
modifications. As it is presently or-
ganized the armored division contains
too many non-essential, non-fighting
elements which reduce its mobility
by making it roadbound and so in-
crease its vulnerability to air and
ground attack. In addition, the ma-
jority of the vehicles in the division
do not ess the cross-country abil-
ity of tanks. This requires that
the division base its movements pot
upon its most mobile vehicle but upon
vehicles with less maneuvering abil-
ity. In order to overcome these hand-
icaps.several ¢ in the division's
orggsnization :::::ges be accomplished.

All the elements of the division
which are not absolutely necessary
to carrv out the fAghting mission
should be eliminated. Bath and laun-
dry units, band, replacement com-
pany, The Adjutant General, The
Judge Advocate General, the Public
Information officer, the Special Serv-
ices officer, and others that make up
the division rear should be organized
and trained to operate in the Armv
area, completely cut off from the di-
vision for long periods of time. They
should join the division onlv when
it is in a rest area, when it is in re-
serve for an appreciable time, or at
any other time when their presence
will not detract from the division's
mobility or mcr?se its vulnerability.

An even more effective soludon

- would be to furnish such units from

an Army pool whenever the division
CG felt the need for them. Such
things as a Special Service Office and
a PIO have no place in a fighting
division's T O & E and should be
done away with.

A further increase must be made
in the division's mobility by making
everv item of both combat

or will

on the capabilities of the fighting ve-
on the capa ghting

The incorporation of the above
changes into the organization of our
present armored division will render
the division more capable of per-
forming its important role in the
armored same principles
of organization should be adhered 10
when the armored corps is formed.
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T bis does not

precinde use of tanks in support of the Infamtry Division but it does divorce

the Armored Corps concept from the Type Corps concept, to obtain the required Armor Mass.

Al beadquarters and units which do
not contribute to the accomplishment
ofd:eﬁghnngmmshaﬂdheldt

shouldhe 50 as to be able o
olganmaiwul:nntl:eencmvr«t

md:wtfarfausown&nhonm

Themedoorpsshmldcons:stof

of theaml

mum su

units. andlzgen:dme medPP“g_S_

alry regiments w provide flank and

rear security and protection of the

corps trains. Every should be
done w free the corps commander
from the oflargeunmeldv

lsndallvsmted.
by reason of its mobility, Hexibility,
great firepower. and shock character-
istics, to play the leading role in a
mobile defensive situation and in an
offensive situation utilizing the strat-

of the indirect During
etlgmmal phase of any future war,
theWestzmAlhswﬂlbefomedon
the defensive while they mobilize
and to strike back at the
enemy. this defensive period
1tmuldbedlebe|ghtoffollvtoat
tempe to form a continuous defensive
line along a natmral cbstacle such as

the Rhine River. Such a cordon de-
fense would suffer the same fate as
the Austrian cordon in Italy during
Napoleon's first campaign in that
country. Disaster would result not
only because of the weakness inherent
in this type of defense but also be-
cause there probably would not be
enough divisions available for the job.
A mobile defense based upon the
armored corps ‘should be adopted.
Available infantry divisions should
be organized into a series of
hogs™ along the obstacle to be de-
fended. The “hedgehogs™ need not
be murually supporting but must be
strong enough in weapons.and sup-
plies to withstand the heaviest attack
for several davs. Behind this gigantic
outpost line the maximum number
of armored corps should be held in
reserve. As the enemy attack in any
army area threatening a penetration
of the line of “hedgehogs” or the de-
struction of on:d%; od%sm the ar-
mored corps should be launched in a
powerful counter-attack, limited in
objective but designed to cut off and
destrov the threat. Because of its ma-
neuverability. fexibility and lack of
dependence ‘on the existing road net.
the armored corps could move quick-
Iv to counter a threat in any part of
the army area, destroy the enemy, and
return to its reserve position in mini-
mum time and with little confusion.
When the Allies move over to the
offensive. the strategy of attack must
not be based on a continuous pres-
sure exerted against the enemy all
along the front, driving him back on
his prepared positions and on his re-
serves. as was the SHAEF strategv in
Europe in the last war. Rather the
: of the indirect approach, as
advocated by B. H. Liddell Hart, uti-
lizing deep penetrations into the enemy
rear to seize his centers of control and
supply should be emploved. In this
situation the armored corps organized

into an armored armv would come

into its own. Able to maneuver cross-
country, able to drive ahead without
fear for its flanks or rear, resupplied
by air when necessary, the armored
armvooulddnvedeepmtotheen
emvsp:;r seizing his nerve centers.
and his operations. Such
strategy vZazsm advocated by Guderian
and other German armor leaders in
the early stages of the German cam-
paign ‘in Russia. The effectiveness
of the armored army in such opera-
tion could be increased a hundred-
fold by placing under its contrnl one
or more airborne divisions. In this

. way the indirect approach would be
accomplished from two directions,
the airbome troops dropping from the
sky on a critical center, well in the
enemy’s rear, while the armored army,
slashing through a gap made by
atomic artillery, moved swiftly on
the ground for a link-up. Armor and
airborne would form an unbeatable
combination.

Summary

Victory for the Western Allies. in
the event of another major war, lies
in using the most modern weapons
in the hands of highly trained, highly
mobile troops employing maximum
firepower and flexibility against a
larger and inherently slower enemy.
Armor, with its characteristics of
mobility, flexibility, firepower and
shock action, is the logical arm for
the task. Organized into armored
corps and armies to obtain the neces-
sary armor mass, it can perform the
initial defensive task by conducting
a vigorous mobile defense, and. when
the offensive stage is reached, it can
encompass the final defeat of the
enemy by a deep stab into his vitals.
The armored corps and the armored
army can be and should be relied
upon to fulfll the requirement, as
stated by Dr. Bush, for skillful use
of the modern weapons which science
will give it.
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BACKGROUND
for deliberate planning

by UEUTENANT COLONEL GEORGE B. PICKETT, JR.

OR thrives on “Deliberate
Planhing” and “Violent Ex-
ecution.” But deliberate

lannin uires uate and time-
R mfongnar:%n ona:lr:}ch to base the
plans. Throughout all of our training
in Armor, we have been taught cer-
tain factors affecting. tank employ-
ment, such as terrain, weather condi-
tions, obstacles, soil trafficability, and
enemy antitank means. These are
planmng factors at all levels and in
varying degrees from the Tank Com-
mander to the Field Army Command-
er. However, the methods of obtain-
ing the information and using it will
vary with the size of the unit. Nor-
mally, we can consider these factors
under the general heading of tank ter-
rain and trafficability studies for the
larger units. The information can
best be used in the “deliberate plan-
ing” phase by the use of a tank ter-
rain and trafhcability map.

Information Sources

Sources of obtaining terrain and
trafficability information include per-
sonal reconnaissance, pauols, engineer
road reports, reconnaissance units, re-
connaissance by light aircraft, aerial

USUTENANT COLONEL GEORGE B. PICKETT,
JR., o frequent contribuwtor to ARMOR, has re-
contly retwned from o towr in Korea. He is
presently assigned to the G3 section, Neadquar-
ters, Fourth Army.
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photographs, civilian line crossers, in-
terrogation of PW's, artillery surveys,
and various combinations of all these.

Tank Terrain and Trafficability
Situation Map

As this information is received from
the various sources, it must be col-
lated and recorded in a place and
manner to make u te informa-
tion readily available to the planners.
A tank terrain and trafhcability sit-
uation map affords the best means.
This map is best maintained by the
armor officer in Corps or Army head-
quarters and by the G(S32 in divi-

sions, regiments, combat commands, -

and battalions. It should be main-
tained as current as the situation
permits. All changes in trafficability
resulting from fluctuating weather
conditions (rain, snow, freezes, thaws,
etc.) must be recorded on the map as
soon as received. A map clerk can
maintain the map similarly to G2 or
G3 situation maps. All information
is then funneled through this one
clerk who posts the information,
‘source, date, time and other informa-
tion of importance as quickly as it is
received.

Information to be Becorded

Information that should be re-
corded on the map falls into two
categories: Terrain and trafficability
conditions that affect tank maneuver,

and detailed information of a “spot”
nature.

The information, as recorded here,
is based upon Korean experiences and
does not necessarily apply worldwide.

In the first categorv we find condi-
tions that affect tank cross-country
maneuver and that determine the
maximum size of the tank unit that
can be deploved in any particular ter-
rain compartment. Cross-country ma-
neuver is affected by namral and
artificial obstacles, soil condidons.
weather conditions, and the width of
the vallev or the width of the area
between obstacles. In Korea it is nor-
mally the valley widths that

capacity in terms of numbers of tanks

was determined bv dividing the usa-
k- 4




but as units, the number of tanks was
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both at the Corps and Army level and
at the tinglevelsbould{:eplotted.

coming natural and artificial obstacles
in the path of a tank artack must be
made and obstacles eliminated in rear
of our defensive lines to facilitate tank
counterattacks. Korean experience in-
dicates that due to the psvchology of
the average soldier and officer in de-
siring to0 have the maximum amount
of information about his enemy, any
information disseminated through G2
channels receives greater distribution,
discussion and individual  attention
than if distributed through a separate
channel. For that reason, trafficability
information will get to more of the
potential users if issued as an annex
to G2 Periodic Intelli Reports
(PIR) and as an inclosure to the G2
estimate in operational plans and or-
ders than by other means. The in-
formation is best disseminated in the
spot i tion overprinted in black.
If the information is issued as a com-
pilation of reports, located by grid
coordinates, requiring it to be re-
plotted before it can be used, the op-

erating (battalion and com-
pany oﬂE:;?)m:Iall not use it to_the

desired extent. The map, when it
ic:uwn bylIlt‘l:aeed,Encangmwbe p:opographo

unit from 1:50,000 scale situation
map into a smaller, more usable map,
provided the scale is also photo-
grapbed down with the map. The
Representative Fraction of the result-
ing map is relatively unimportant,
since the 1,000-meter grid system
and the p hed-down graphical
scales will enable accurate distance
determination. Also, the smaller the
map, the easier it is to handle in a

tank turret or %-ton truck. Likewise
the smaller size facilitates distribution.
Marginal lnformation on
Reproductions

The legend shows the marginal data
that should be included in addition
to the graphical scale on each repro-
duced terrain and trafficability map.
Although certain colors are indicated
in the figure, any color scheme that
is explained in the legend can be used
providéd it is sufficiently specific to
be understood easily.

Korean Experience
Korean experience indicates that,

- particularly in areas of restricted tank

employment, terrain and trafficability
studies are invaluable for operational
planning. Although many examples
are avaiible to illustrate this point,
there are two which illustrate' most
planning factors.
On 26 April 1951, the Chinese
- Communist Forces broke through the
IX Corps front northwest of Chun-
chon. Previous terrain and traffica-
bility studies had shown the valley
system northeast and northwest of
Ka to be capable of supportin
two complete tank companies. G2 .
ports, prior to 26 April, indicated a
possible enemy offensive down the
Kapyong axis. uently, the
Reserve, 27th British Common-
wealth Brigade, had been moved to
Kapyonogon%Apﬁlwbackupthat
sector of the line. Company A, 724
Tank Battalion, was sent to Kapyong
to join this unit, closing on 25 April.
Officers from this company and the
IX Corps Armored Section made a
“verification” reconnaissance of the
terrain while the company was en
route to Kapyong. Possible routes
of counterattack, objectives, assembly
areas, and attack positions were recon-
noitered. As a result of this prior
reconnaissance al am':l planning, the tank
company, although operating against
t odds, materi assisted the
27th Brigade in holding Kapyong.
The 27th Brigade and Co 1{ 7ng
Tank Battalion, withdrew only on IX
Corps’ order after units on their flank
had been penetrated, making their
position untenable. Both the tank
unit and the 27th Brigade received
Distinguished Unit Citations for this
action. The Brigade Commander later
asked that this company remain per-
manently as his “brigade tank unit.”
ARMOR~-September-October, 1953
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trafficability (due to rain, eic.) to Hq
Armored Officer) whenever observed

In addition to courage and good lead-
ership, prior information of the battle
area was instrumental in this success.

In planning for a tank raid in Sep-
tember 1951 south of Kumsong, ar-
rangements were made to alternate
the use of M4 and M46 tanks, based
on width of mountain. The
depth of the attack and tﬁcontinua—
tion of the attack was planned by
using M4A3ES tanks to crack through
enemy front lines initially, having
engineers widen the and send-
ing the M46's through behind the
M4A3ES’s into the valleys in order

. to concentrate all available tank pow-

er on the final objectives.
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Summary

It cannot be overemphasized that
mere road and trail information is not
sufficient for satisfactory planning.
The acmual crosscountry maneuver
capacity of each area must be deter-
mined prior to making operational
plans. g‘l::tenainand trafhcability
studies cannot erate into mere
map studies, but must reflect accurate
and up-to-date terrain conditions. In
addition, engineer studies of areas of
openﬁonthﬁa;i:avebeenmadcym
mustbe'caréuﬂymm.:zes
they are generally accurate only as to
whether there are mountains or val-

leys in an area. However, thev do
provide an excellent guide for plan-
ning the study by indicating the areas
that might be trafhicable and enabling
the responsible individuals to plan
their reconnaissance to obtain the nec-
essary data. Whenever line crossers.
PW's, and Is are used as a source
of the information, it must be verified.
The armor officer must ascertain
that these individuals are sufficiently
well acquainted with tanks before the
information can be used. In this re-

the credibility of the source
has to be evaluated almost the same as
a G2 evaluates sources of enemy in-
'o!m‘m-




The Top

Command
in the

Far East

Since this spread was last pub-
lished in the March-April, 1952
issue of ARMOR, many
further changes will undoubr-
edly occur, even as this is writ-
ten. The one of prime impor-
tance and meost dramatic, of
course, was the cessation of hos-
tilities: that is, the end of the
shooting war. We, likewise,
see an entirely new array of
faces. It is a fact that not one
key commander who appeared
here on this page last vear is
curzenty in that critical area.
Once again, as stated in the
Julv-August. 1953 issue of AR-
MOR. this is a tribute to the
wealth of wp command per-
sonnel available to the United
States armed forces. In addi-
tion to the Army personnel de-
picted bherean. ARMOR recog-
nizes and pavs tribute to the
contributions made by its sister
services in arms; however, space
does not permit the mentioning
of all those who were so de-
serving. Yes, the shooting stage
has stopped. but we must not
forger the vital importance of
the area that so recently has
required dearly of our blood
and weasure.—TrE Eprros.

T.& Army Photos

FAR EAST AND EIGHTH ARMY COMMANDERS

Gea. Maxwell D. Taylor

Commander in Chief, Far East Commanding General, Eighth Army

THE CORPS COMMANDERS

Lt. Gen. Bruce C. Clarke
Commanding General I Corps

Maj. Gen. Seamuel T. Williams
Commanding General, XVI Cerps
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Maj. Gen. Engene W. Ridings
CG, 3d Infantry Division

CG, 25th Infantry Division
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CG, 7th Infantry Divisien
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Maj. Gen. Philip D. Gimder
CG, 45th Infantry Divisien

.




PART ONE

The Revolution: American Military

Policy Emerges from the
Crucible of War'

by C. J. BERNARDO, Ph.D. and EUGENE H. BACON, Ph.D.

England the Underdog -

NTRARY to the

belief that the American

colonists engaged in an al-
most hopeless task when they decided
o settle the issue in a clash of amms
with the might of Great Britain,
there were many factors which actu-
ally placed the British in the role of
the underdog. Without listing these
in any category of importance, the

During this period, largely because
of their isolated position from Euro-
pean turmoil and intrigue, they had
come to enjov a larger and ever-
increasing measure of political liberty
by initiating laws while limiting the
power of the roval governors, by con-
mol of provincial fnance, and by
appointing administrative officers de-
spite the contention that this ap-
pointive power resided in the gover-
nors .
These extra-legal privi went
unchallenged while England con-
tended with Louis XIV for control
of the continent; and after the Peace
of Utrecht, in 1715, this “salutary neg-
lect” was permitted to go unchecked
by England’s ministers who had
grown to view with a measure of
suspicion any scheme for taxing the
colonies. Nor were they checked in
1756, when England made a deter-
mined effort to displace the French
in North America. To attempt it at
this time would have been folly since
full support of the American colo-
nisrswasl:otonlyddrable, but in-
dispensable to British victory.
Keenly aware of the fortuitous im-
plications of these contingencies, the
colonial assemblies lost little of their
initiative for prving further conces-
sions from Parliament. Throughout
the course of the French and Indian

War, they displayed a greater eager-
ness to curtail British authority than
to come to grips with the French
- and their Indian allies, with the re-
sult that they strengthened their
claim to exclusive control of the
purse strings. When they granted
money, they prescribed the purposes
for which it was to be spent; and
often interfered in the command of
military forces and removed officers
considered incompetent.?
. In taking advantage of the critical
position of England hard-pressed by
war in E Amenca,b]; and India,
ies di
the Crown of its powmdm
unanimous in giving only the barest
assistance for the war effort; and even
the most loyal of the colonies refused
to subordinate their own interests to

After four troublesome ya.:s of ex-
perimentation with this method of
financing the war, William Pitt saw

*Copyright. 1933.
This is Part I of a chapter from a2 new

EUGENE M. BACON, Ph.D., received his Doc-
forote ot Georgetown University in 1951. Dur-
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the wisdom of bringing to an end
h]:aet'smmd.s o the t,:la houlder
e islatuses to she
their share ofkgt'he-expmses of the
struggle. Instead, the colonies were
promised reimbursement for their
ditures, and with no restraints
and few strings, they threw economy
to the winds in equipping and sup-
plying troops. The humiliation of
stooping to her ‘colonies was a high
price to pay for aid; but added to this,
Great Britain was saddled with a tre-
mendous public debt brought about
by the most expensive war English-
men had ever waged. In contras,
the colonies with a com-
paratively low debt, and greatly en-
hanced prestige in local self-govemn-
ment. These ‘gem no small co_gsoidcra-
tions in the determination of George
III to tax his subjects to_help defrav
the crushing debe.
England’s experiences in the Seven
Years War clearly indicated the

need for a change in colonial policy. .

The stubborn refusal of the colonies
to work together for the benefit of
the mother country might prove fatal
in another conflict. From the purely
selfish viewpoint of protecting the
Empire, the King's ministers could
no longer disregard the need for a
revitalization of the ties that bound
the colonies. Few could deny the
wisdom of this decision, but fewer
still were willing to accept the Brit-
ish formula for bringing about a more
perfect union. Having partaken of
the Fruits of unlimited self-govern-
ment for almost a century, Americans
were prone to guard jealously against
any encroachment upon their politi-
cal and economic independence by
means of taxation. _
Disregarding the serious conse-
quences that were sure to follow in
the train of economic coercion, Par-
liament undertook to set in motion
the series of incidents that would
lead to open revolt. It should have
been evident to the King's advisers
and to George himself, that what
England had been unzble to bring
about in 1756, she could no longer
accomplish after the threat of French
aggressiveness in America had been
eliminated in 1763. While the dan-
ger from that quarter remained,
Americans were forced w seek the
protection of the British Armv and
Navy. But now this was past, and
with it had slipped any hope the
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British may have entertained for
knitting the colonies into a solid
union. Unfortunately for the Crown.
British statestnanship at that time
failed to display the talents of future
generations of its leaders on the stage
of power politics. The American
Revolution was kindled by the fate-
ful decision of Parliament to enforce
the financial prerogatives of the
Crown.

American objection to taxation was
aired primarily because of a universal
feeling that it was a scheme to en-
hance the economic well-being of
British merchants at their expense.
and secondly because the money thus
collected would be used to maintain
and subsist large-English armies in
North America. Each succeeding
revenue law, beginning with the
Sugar Act of 1764, was met with in-
creased opposition until the flood
gates of public indignation were
fnally thrown open by the Boston
Tea Party. This outbreak was pre-
cipitated by the notorious Townshend
duties of 1767, and paved the way
for the Intolerable Acts of 1774,
which drew the curtain on the first
phase of the bloody melodrama that
was destined to last eight vears.

Below the surface of this contro-
versy, Americans began to lay the
groundwork for a unified effort to
dispute the authority of Parliament
to tax them without their permission.
Bv 1768. a nonimportation agreement
was consummated among the New
England colonies. New York. and
Pennsvlvania; and one vear later,
their southern neighbors joined the
concert. Americans clothed in home-
spun began to give evidence of a na-
tional consciousness.

The uncompromising temper of
the patriots ir. opposition to the Par-
liamentary policy, coupled with Buit-
ish inability to restrain them, assured
the final break. The difficulties en-
countered by Parliament in formu-
lating and executing American poli-
cies were vastly increased by the
problems created by time and space,
a factor which led Edmund Burke
to remark: “Americans were finding
that they had a great resource in the
incapacity of the mother country.™
Well aware of their own strength
and the utter belplessness of the
Crown to execute the laws, Ameri-
cans could hardly be restrained even
by their own local governments. It

was only 2 marter of time until the
attempt on the part of Britain to im-
will was bound to be chal-

ged by a show of force
In 1773. when the British estab-
lished a Court of Inquiry in Rhode
Island to investigate the destruction
of the .7 the Virginia House
of Burgesses sounded the tocsin of
rebellion by ing that commit-

teesofcorrmnduubezppoinwd
by all assemblies in America to resist

all forms of oppression. In Boston.
Samuel Adams met the crisis by or-
ganizing a similar committee designed
to cover New England with a net-
work of resistance groups. and the
middle colonies quickly fell into the
pattern of united iton. {What
thev had failed to bring about in
1756 the British finally achieved by
neglecting to understand the Ameri-
can psychology. With the destruc-
tion of the tea in Boston, the intricate
and cumbersome wheels of this ma-
chinery were set into high gear. and
the British attempt to bring the cul-
prits to justice merelv accelerated the
effectiveness of these committees.

The closing of the Port of Boston.
June 1. 1774, was actually an experi-
ment to determine how far the other
colonies would go in giving succor to
a sister colony. The Government of
George 111 had not long to wait for
the answer. In this emergency. the
colonists rallied to the aid of the
beleaguered city. Plans were quickly
evolved. in an effort to unite the
colonies for a common defense. 10
call a Continental Congress: and
while the question of ultimate con-
trol over this body remained dubious
at the outset.® the British were to
furnish the solution by the passage
of the Coercive Acts during the sum-
mer of 1774. The arbitrariness of
these laws was sufficient ointment to
salve all the petty jealousies existing
among the different patriotic ele-
ments.

The immediate effect of these Acts
was to produce an' outburst in Mas-
sachusetts which swept all authority
before it. and the Boston Commit-
tee’s call to arms quickly aroused the
country against British tyranny. At
the same time. patriot leaders utilized
this evidence of oppression with great
effect by interpreting the Quebec
Act as a challenge to religious liber-
ties in America. The blaze spread in
all parts at once, observed General

a3




|
!
|

in on all sides save the sea, Gage could
do little except remain in winter quar-
ters at Boston to await further orders,
reinforcements, and the Spring sea-

What the British commander had

training was defective from the view-
point of existing practice; tactical
measures against surprise artack and
forest warfare had been perfected to
a science since the davs of John
Smith and Miles Standish.
Moreover, although Americans
adlm:hamelw.-svuvere willing to
could pot compare ﬁmd
were prone to pro-
® prome exagperate

hands of the patriots for bui

and manning ships.* If all this were
not enough t impress the British
with the futility of attempting armed
coercion, everv problem of logistics,
recruiting, and even of strategy that
plagued the American Commander-
inchief had to be multiplied (in the
British column) by the distance sepa-

rating the two continents. Britons

unanimous (the Tories ex-

cepted) in the opinion that British

tyranny in any fggm could no longer

betolemal tedthisthesideofttyAdanond tn;e
men

Hudson%"lg:r felt little compunction

for sending their militia immediately

to the aid of Boston, there was no
dearth of spirit. Arms were quickly
collected, outgoing ships were seized,
and men organized for the fight.
The swiftness in which an amy
was gathered around the Bay city
was due chiefly to the efforts of Mas-
sachusetts. Some weeks before Lex-
ington, her leaders had taken steps
- to invite the neighboring New Eng-
land colonies to join in a proposed

Amy of Observation; and when

Gage struck, chosen delegates were

already out on their missions. As

early as December, 1774, Rhode

Island, acting in accord with the Mas-

sachusetts proposal, had made prepa-

rations to rzorgamze her small militia
force by.amending the old laws 1o
distribute public arms and cannon
(seized from Fort George at New-
port), and for the disparch of her
militia to the aid of any of the sister
colonies. Later in the same month.
New Hampshire also seized her share
of guns and cannon from Fort Wil-
liam and Mary at Portsmouth, and
made tions to qualify her
militia for any ordeal. In Connecti-
cut, the militia was both well-

uipped and well-trained and stood
e!;cly to march to the defense of the
Bay State.’

Recognizing the necessity for ef-
ficient organization and coordination,
Massachusetts assumed responsibility
for the forces gathering around Bos-

To encourage recruiting, the Massa-

chusetts Committee of Safety offered
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the commission of Captain to any
man who could bring 56 men into
camp, and hi grades in similar
prop%rtions. \gﬂhgle this new Army
was slowly being recruited to serve
for eight months, the men who had
held the lines since April 19, and
who refused to enlist, began to make
their way back home. In this manner
the minutemen, who had been pan
of the militia system for over a hun-
dred years, faded out of the picture,
giving place to the militia and the
continental army.*

By the middle of May, the hoped-
for enthusiastic enlistment of -
sands of men failed to materialize,
and the Massachusetts Provincial As-

sembly began to grow apprehensive
in the face of the mengls respon-
sibility they had so suddenly inher-

ited. The appeal to a strenger power
to carry forward the burdens of or-

ganizing and supporting this army

" could no longer be Fostponed by the
Bay State leaders. Traditionally fear-

ful that a powerful military might
overshadow the civil authority, reluc-
tant to bear the cause of America
alone, and finally admitting the need
for a more energetic conduct of mili-
tary affairs, the Massachusetts Con-
gress, on May 16, appealed to the
Second Continental Congress, assem-
bled in Philadelphia since the 10th.

This appeal was prompted more by
the fear that Massachusetts could ex-
ert little control over a force recruited
from other colonies than by a desire
to surrender authority to some na-
tional body empowered to do the
will of thirteen united colonies. In
this narrow outlook, the Bay Colony
willingly accepted what was consid-
ered a lesser evil rather than gamble
on the eventuality of a military force
which owed -obedience to no other
authority than the individual col-
ony each component resented.
Haunted by thisPon prr:vl;ndalism,
they appealed to the Continental
Congress for advice; and, since this
army was for the general defense of
all the colonies, “we suggest vour
taking the regulation and general
direction of it. . . ."**

Three days later, May 19, :ll:e Con-
gress full responsibility and
General Artemas Ward was commis-
sioned to command under this new
jurisdiction. On the same day, the
commissioning of entire regiments

was undertaken,”® but because re-
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cruiting was slow they were under
strength, and the 30,000 man army
remained merely a future quantity.
Meanwhile, most of the men in the
field were wending their way home.
Since the British were not fghting
there was no immediate danger, hence
no need for them to longer absent
themselves from the hearthstone.
Furthermore, the fields were in need
of attention.

This condition gave rise to many
apprehensions on the part of the lead-
ers who were not slow to realize thar,
despite an apparent victory over the
British, they had no army. Around
Boston swarmed an unorganized and
undisciplined force, its regiments in-
complete and companies varying in
size; but here, they were sure, was
the core of a real force. The weeding
out process was deliberate and pain-
ful. The militia had to be sent back
home to be called out again and again
as the need boa;:se; and the minute-
men as a body disappeared princi-
pally because they hadppn?lega] stand-
ing.?* Those who remained did so
on a voluntary basis, it being difficult
to enlist men who already were reg-
istered as militiamen in the various
colonies without incurring the dis-

leasure of those colonies. These
egal obstacles in the path of enlisting
an armv from the militia together
with all the problems of recruiting
and supplies were inherited by
George Washington when he ar-
rived on the scene on July 2. But in
addition to this he assumed the com-
mand of a body of troops that had

shattered the legend of the invindi-

bility of British regulars.
Washington Assumes Command
and Displays the Wisdom of
a Genius
Among the first acts to engage the
attention of the Second Continental
Congress assembled in Philadelphia

- was the selection of a commander

in<chief for the armies to be inte-
grated with the heterogeneous force
collected before the City of Boston.
After affirming the right of each col-
ony to self-govemment, the provi-
sional government was namenf the
United Colonies with leadership
vested in a President. As the visible
head of govenment, the Congress
began to act with the authority of
law enforced by the revolutionary
committees of the colonies. On June
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military  was
sharply emphasized by the British
insistence on quartering large bodies

- of troops in American cities before the

outbreak of the war: and, while New
England patriots seized upon such a
vivid example of tyranny as d;hox:
da, the effects u pu
Em lingered on lon?aftet the
war had ended. Congress, in giving
expression to the will of the States,
insisted upon civil control of the
military at all times. This was made
clear on October 14, 1774, when the

June, 1776, when a Board of War
comprising six civilians®* was or-




1
.
H

4

s
K

iy
il
EEEES
HH

H b
T

1
L
s}
T
EiE
EFsgs
Bagf

g
g;
1
T
K
d
g
&

the combined of a body
of citizens who in their individual
experience were totally ignorant of
mﬂnantheafé::. In this limited ca-
pacity was called u;
to direct the warsm;on, and on ]x
14. 1775, it authorized a regiment of
10 companies of riflemen to be re-
cruited from Pennsylvania. Virginia,
and Maryland for a period of one
vear. Thus began the system of short
enlissments which was to prolong
the war, and thus was introduced the
Continental Army.>

Two davs after this momentous
decision. the Baule of Bunker Hill
made its im

it was made 10 depend largely
understanding body

10 convince Americans that standing
armies were unnecessary, for here on
that June afternoon untrained men
engaged British regulars and won a
bloody moral victory. Few were will-
ing 1o heed the waming, however.
that the men who fought on Breed’s
Hill** could not have proved their
valor without the leadership of those
officers, standing shoulder to shoulder
with them. instructing them, en-
couraging them, and directing their
fire for maximum effectiveness. The
redoubes behind which the pastoral
militia gained a measure of comfort
and safetv, were built under the di-
rection of the trained officers; and,
while history cannot deny the cour-
age and fortitude of those men, it
has failed to ascribe the accomplish-
ments of the day 0 the ability of the
officers who ised the erection
of the defenses on Breed’s Hill.
Filled with an overweening con-
46

those
Washington finally arrived on the
scene some three weeks later. what
his trained eves saw was not a mili-
tary encampment. but rather an un-
disciplined mob ing no other
authority than the officers whom they
had elected. and who in turn were
restrained in their prerogatives by
the electors. In the face of such an
unmilitary situation. the Virginia
farmer assumed formal command of
the Army on the third of July.

On the following dav, a general
order was issued togthe‘army which
at once placed evervthing upon a

new basis and put an end o the di-

vided command that existed in camp:

The Continental Congress having
now taken all the Troops of the
several Colonies, which have been
raised. or which mav be hereafter
raised for the support and defence
of the Liberties of America, into
their pay and service, they are

now the Troops of the United -

Provinces of North America; and

it is hoped that all Distinctions of

Colonies will be laid aside; so that

one and the same spirit may ani-

mate the whole, and the only Con-
test be. who shall render, on this

‘great and trying occasion. the most

essential service to the Great and

common cause in which we are all

engaged.®
This meant a complete reorganization
of the armed forces in the face of an
enemy who might anack at any
moment—a dan undertaking
even under the most favorable cir-
cumstances—but here. with little dis-
cipline, order. or even government
among the troops, it was suicidal.
But it had to be done regardless of
the hazard.

Washington at once proceeded
organize the Army into three grand
divisions with Major General Arte-
mas Ward commanding the right

wing at Roxbury, Major General
Charles Lee in command of the left,
and Major General Israel Pumam in
the center. By this Washington elim-
inated the separate groupings of
men, while the troops of each colony
were held as much as pos-
sible. In the matter of commissions
for field officers, however, he was
allowed little discretion, and as he
was unable to reward officers for
meritorious conduct, congressional
appointees often proved more em-
barrassing than welcome to him.
There was little denying that Con-
gress was going to control this army
as much as was possible.

Although Congress recognized the
necessity for assuming control, they
failed to make the Army a permanent
organization. This oversight was the
result of a general feeling that the
war would not be of long duration,
and that a reconciliation with Great
Britain could be e hourly;

- and by the fear that an army of long-
term volunteers might be transformed
into a standing army which could
destroy its progenitors.*® These rea-
sons were of sufficient moment to
limit enlistments to the end of the
vear.

Such an open display of prejudice
against the army was not lost to the
sight of Washington, who, hopeful
that idealism and patriotism would
suffice to induce men to the call of
arms, aa}mesoed in the Congressional
policy of short enlistments and op-
position to bounties. But. finding
himself in the precarious position of
seeing his army melt away as the
terms of the men expired on Decem-
ber 31, 1775, the Commander-in-
chief began to search for means other
than patriotism as an inducement to
keep the men in the ranks.

However, the soldiers would serve
according to the letter of their con-
tract no more; when their time
was up they would go home leaving
it up to others to fill their places. This
was the system that wouﬁ:l prevail at
the termination of each enlistment
period unless Congress extended the
term of service. But Congress was in
no position to reckon with reality:
their limited by the will of the
States, they could do little more than
legislate by resolves which did not
carry the authority of law; while the
fluctuating character of the American
Army became a fixed principle. De-
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spite the earnest appeals of Washing-
ton urging the men to remain at their
posts, each expiration period would
witness whole regiments going back
home.

With a hostile ammy just a few
miles distant, Washington looked
upon the first of these ominous epi-
sodes on the last day of the year. If it
had not been for the New England
militia and the few remnants of the
minutemen who hastened in, to fll
the depleted ranks, he would have
been left virtually alone; and his
disillusionment was not diminished
by the sight of the irregular levies
who, for the most part, were unac-
customed to the rigors of camp life
in the face of an enemy. This tran-
sitional period, from one army to
another, gave Washington his most

trying moments, and as each suc-
ceeding vear came to an end. his
apprehensions were compounded
over and over again. As one author-
ity describes it: “Nations at war have
often changed generals in midstream.
but it remained for the Americans to
change armies.™

Nor did the chagrin of the com-
manding general end here. There
was also the problem of supplv which.
because of the absence of proper
organization, would not only become
progressively worse, but often oper-
ated to leave whole units without the
bare necessities while others were
provided with an abundance.** The
limited supply of powder was ren-
dered acute by the lack of proper or-
ganization, and at critical moments
the army often was forced to with-

hold its fire for fear of running -out
of ammunition.® with these
was the sensitive ion of com-
new regiments—an issue which never
failed to produce a detrimental effect
among those men of ability who were
passed over. These and many other
problems continually p Wash-
ington, dulléd the effectiveness of the
Army, and dictated the policy to be
followed in the prosecution of the
war. In this predicament, there l:ras
litle advantage in preparing plans.
the executiongof which wguld be
seriously handlcap[g by the opera-
tion of anv number of these de-
ficiencies. Strategy. then. was de-
t upon the many vicissitudes
which visited Washington from every
direction. by land and by sea.*

MThis feeling of unity reached its high
point in 1775. In 1776, when the retribu-
tive arm of George III reached out across
the Atlantic, each State began to adhere to
the age-old dictum of self-preservation, not-
withstanding even the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which at least paid lip-service to
the idea of union.

*John C. Miller, Origins of the Amevican
Revolution, Boston, Little, Brown & Co,,
1943, p. 39. Hereafter cited as -Miller,
Origins.

*This was the Albany Plan of Union.

‘Miller, Origins, p. 243ff.

Govern-
ment Act, the Administmtion of Justice Act,
and the Quebec Act. See Henry S. Com-
mages, Documents of American History,
New York, F. S, Crofts & Co., 1947, pp.
61-62; 71-76.

*Miller, Origins, p. 287.

1bid., pp. 325-329.

*Many Americans feaged the radical group
among them just as mwuch as Parliament's
attempt to enforce their authority; and they
were reluctant to grast any measure of
control over such a Congress to a group
that proscribed authority in any form. See
1bid., pp. 368-370.

*Quoted in Miller, Origins, p. 376. -

®The first session of the First Continental
Congress4 got under way on September 5,
1774.

20tiver L. Spaulding The United States
Army in War and Peace, New York, G. P.
Putnam's Sons, 1937, pp. 24-25.

BSpencer Mead, “The First American Sol-
diers,” Jowrnal of American History, Vol.
1, 1907, pp. 122-123.

B#Spaulding, op cit., p. 25.

“bid., pp. 24-25.

SAllen French, The First Year of the
American Revolstion, Houghton,
Mifflin Co., 1934, pp. 4245.

®These were Aremas Ward, Jedizh
Preble, Seth Pomeroy, John Thomas, Wil-
liam Heath, and John Whitcomb.

YFrench, op. ¢i1., p. 61.

®The minuteman otganization was much
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like the present reguiar army in principle.
It was looked upon as the first line of de-
fense to hold the lines until the civilian
components could be brought into the field.
This mission passed on to the regular army
with the adoption of the Coatinental Army
on June 14, 1775.

®French. op. cit., p. 66. .

®Field rank was bestowed on the basis of
the number of companies a man could re-
cruit. This unique method of recruiting and
commissioning officers remained the practice
until World War I.

30n December 14, 1775. Connecticut
enacted a law setring aside a fourth past of
the militia of that State enlisted for one year
on a voluntary basis “to stand in readiness
as Minute Men for the Defence of this, and
the rest of the United Colonies.” See Con-
pecticut, Gemeral Assembly Sessiom Laws,
December Session, December 14, 1775.

2 Aljthor there were several generals
(Philip Schuyler, Horatio Gates, and Charles
Lfee) with more efxpenence ‘1; the command
of large bodies of troops, Washingtoa was
selected at the instance of John Adams for
the effect this would have upon the South in
the war effort. See French, op. cit., p. 284.
Cf. Thomas G. Frothi W ashington,
Commander-in-Chief, Boston, Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1930, passim.

SCommager, op. cis., p. 83.

mﬁsbutdus::edthelix:'ncﬁo;‘ofa
War Department contin! in ca-
pacity until a Secretary at War was selected.

=Commager, op. cit., p. 104.

®This force, together with the. 17,000
men blockading Boston, became known as
the Continental Army in contrast to the
Ministerial

Army.

H_"u!he Battle was really fought on Breed's

{1¢8

®By this time open criticism of Artemas
Ward was rife; although Connecticut
agreed to place her under his com-
mand, Rhode Island to_surrender
ber authority umtil George Washington
w_asselaescmduocomd. See French, op.
ci., p. 86.

®john C. Fitzpatrick (ed), The Wrir
ings of George Washingtos, Washington,
Government Printing ce, 1934, Vol. 3,

309. Hereafter cited as G.¥W'.¥". On
August 11, the Massachusetrs Assembly re-
affirmed its Resolre to place its Armv un-
der Conti authority. See Massachu-
setts, Records of the Grear & General Conrs
or Assembly for the Colomy of Massacha-
setzs Bay, July Sessiom. 1775, August 11.
1775, p. 7. Rhode Island voted in the
same manner on June 29. 1775. See Rbode
Island, fosrmal & Minmses & Proceeding:.
Jane Sessiom. 1775, No. S.

question could be debated here. It
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amph of Freedom, Boston, Little,
Co., 1948, p. 81. Hereafter cited
Trismpb.

SMiller, Trisampb, p. 83.

i

had neitber costs, por harts,
nor shirts, nor shoes; their feet and their
legs froze . . . and it was

S. Freeman,
York, Charles
S, pp. 497-501.

Georg:' Vub;tgtol,
Scriboer’s Soas, 1952, Vol.




NEWS NOTES

Tank Coniract Awards Announced

Secretary of the Anmy Robert T.
Stevens recently announced his de-
cision to award a contract for approxi-
mately $200,000,000 (M) worth of
M48 medium gun tanks to the Fisher
Body Division of General Motors Cor-
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ler Corporation will continue to build
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Former Council Member Dies
Colonel Henry T. Cherry,
Jr.. 1935 graduate of the
Military Academy, and a
1952 counecil member of the
US Armor Association. died
at Brooke Army Hospital on

the 19th of August. As a tank
battalion commander in the
10th Armored Division during
World War 1I, Col. Cherry
received the Distingunished
Service Cross for extraordi-
nary heroism in addition to
the Silver Star with two
clusters.

under the new contracts over a period
of more than one vear.

The Pation Stamp

Ofhicial information has been received
by Headquarters, The Armored Center.
Fort Knox. Kentucky, that Postmaster
General Arthur Summerfield has desig-
nated Fort Knox for first day issue of
the General George S. Patton, Jr. com-
memorative stamp and has set the first
day date as November 11th, General
Patton’s birthday.

The idea for a commemorative Pat-

‘ton stamp was originated by the World

‘ars Tank Corps Association, which
has its offices in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Congressman William G. Bray of In-
diana presented the request to the Post-
master General who approved it. and it

t

Lt. Gen. L D. White
Te Commanding General, Feurth Army

received further approval of President
Eisenhower.

Major General J. H. Collier, Com-
manding General of The Armored Cen-
ter, has commenced planning for the
ceremonies and other preparations.
Many hlﬁ military officers and civil-
ians will be invited to participate in the
stamp ceremonies honoring General
Patton.

Based on the experience of Fort
Bliss Centennial Anniversary Stamp
issue of 1948, the Fort Knox Post Office
may well have over thousand
first day cachets sent to it for cancella-
tion. Total commemorative sales in all
probability will exceed one million

stamps.

Tank Progress

in the design of military
tanks has been as dramatic and startling
as the advances made in any other
weapons since World War 11, accord-
::El wgencalm T. Kellcr',)fvioe. ident

manager manu-

facturing operations of Chrysler Cor-
poration.

lggeah’ng at the convention of the
Fifth Armored Division Association re-
cently, Keller declared that tanks are
of more value in modern warfare than
they ever have been in the past.

Keller said that military writers are
now pointing out that tanks can with-
stand atomic explosions better than any
other weapons system. In additon, he
said, tanks can move in quickly to ex-
ploit atom-bombed areas with relative
immunity from any radioactivity .that
may remain.

“In the early days of World War II.
we learned the value of tanks in modern
warfare. And for all the talk of push-

TOP COMMAND CHANGES

Msj Gen. Floyd L. Parks
ToCo-nndingGe._eul.Soe."Ar-y

Ges. William 8. Biddle

Brig.
Te CG, First Armored Division
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‘Major General Bruce Ma-
gruder, United States Army,
Retired, died at Orlando Air
Force Base. Florida on 23
July 1953 at the age of 70. En-
listing as a Private in the
Regular Army, he rose through
the ranks to the grade of Ma-
jor General. Cammissioned as
a Second Lieutenant of Infan.-
try in 1907, General Magruder
was assigned to the Philip-
pines. Following a tour on
the Mexican Border he re-
turned to the Philippines.
The General’'s mext assign-
ment was to France during
World War 1. As Executive
Officer of the Intelligenee
Section of the Headquarters
of the American Expedition-
ary Forces, he received the
Distinguished Service Medal.
Returning Stateside he served
on the War Department Gen-
eral Staff in the Military In-
telligence Division. Graduat-
ing from the Infantry School
in 1923 he was assigned as an
Instructor at Fort Benning
in the Department of Tactics.
In 1926 General Magruder
was ordered to the Command
and General Staff School
Completing his course as a
Distinguished Graduate he
was assigned in the Office of
the Chief of Infantry. ‘In
1931 he was assigned as
-PMS&T at North Carolina
State College. He was trans-
ferred to Fort Meade where
he commanded the 66th In-
fantry Regiment, a light Tank
outfit. Subsequent to an as-
signment at the Infantry

assignm
was as the first CG of our
First Armored Division.
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in the
Keller credited the design
Parton 48. the nation’s newest medium
Ammy

w

tank. 1o the close ing relationship
devel with Army
Field and Chrysler Corporation

engineers. :
He said that a design coordinating
committee made up of members from

'§

changes required the
of the Patton 48 was only one-tenth of
the number encountered in the devel-

General Jonathan M. Wain-
wright, United States Army,
Retired, died at Brooke Army
Hospital, Fort Sam Houston,
Texas on 2 September 1953
at the age of 70. After formal
funeral services at Ft. Sam
Houston, the body was flown

.to Washington, D. C. for in-

terment at Arlington Na.
tional Cemetery, where he was
buried five feet from his
father’s grave—Major Robert
Wainwright. The General’s
body lay in state in the Tro-
pby Room at the Cemetery
—the first tribute of its kind
since the burial of the Un-
known Soldier of World War
L in 1921. Graduate of West
Point in the eclass of 1906,
General Wainwright was com-
migsioned in the Cavalry.
Serving in all ranks and at
various posts of the Cavalry,
he commanded the Third

"Cavalry Regiment at Fort

Myer when he received his
first star. He was transferred
to the command of the First
Cavalry Brigade at Fort
Clark, Texas, and subsequent-
Iy to the Philippine Islands.

p

er of all US Forees in the
Philippines, suceeeding Gen-
eral MacArthur. For five
months, his beleagnered forees
held out against the Jap first
team, for which he reeeived
the CMH, and himself became
a prisoner of war. For his he-
roic action at Bataan and Cor-
regidor, it may be said—to
borrow a Churehillian phrase
—**Never did so many (the
U.S. people) owe 90 much to
one man in those bleak days
of the war.”’
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The second of a series of articles from Career Management Division intended to answer vari-
ous queries comcerning assignmenis—school opportunities—openings for special assignments
—and diverse questions which officers assigned to the combat arms otherwise might bave.

YOUR MILITARY SCHOOLING

mrﬁmm:“nm,-
officers, and 10 the Career
Management Division of
The Adjutant General's Office, is the
program of milirary education. This
tollows two general patterns, one de-
signed on a progressive basis to de-
velop the overall jalities of an
officer 1o the maximum, and the other
o provide specialist waining in par-
:icnflarﬁelds. 8. P

Specialist courses are conducted by
the branch schools, and others such
as the Army General School and the
Amyv Language School, for the pur-
poseofqualifyingoﬁee:sinavar;wu;
of fields: for example, communica-

isuation.supply.andlangufm
various courses are listed in the Army
School Catalogue, Department of the
Army Pamphlet 20-21, which is pub-
application or selection on a

basis:omeet't.herequiranentstgthe
Armv in each parti freld.

Of more general interest to all ofh-
cers. however, is the career type of
Amy education which begins with
the basic courses in the branch
schools and extends on an increas-
ingly selective basis to the Army War
College which stands at the apex of
the Army's military educational sys-
tem for officers.
Lieutenant attends the basic course at
his branch school where he receives
instruction intended to qualify him

for duties iate to 2 company
approximately fifteen weeks in length.

Regular Army officers and selected -
EAD' oficers commissioned in the
54

Artillery, after a year of troop duty
and before reaching four vears of
service, will attend the battery officer
course of approximately 28 weeks’
duration. Upon graduation they will
be assigned to a different artil-
lery unit from the one in which they
served their initial tour of troop duty.
After several vears of troop duty
and before accumulating twelve vears
of service everv Regular Army officer,
and an annual quota of Reserve offi-
cers, will attend the regular advanced
courses of their arm or service. All
other Reserve officers on extended
active duty, and a percentage of Re-
serve Component officers not on ac-
tive duty, will attend the associate
advanced courses. At the advanced
courses officers receive instruction
peculiar to their arm or service in-
tended to fit them for dutes above
the company or battery level. In
addition. they receive i
instruction to prepare them for staff
assignments on higher levels.
Following the advanced courses
of the branch schools, career educa-
tion becomes competitive. The first
school where attendance is on a se-
lective basis is the Command and
General Staff College, which con-
ducts a R Course annually for
Regular Army officers and two Asso-
ciate Courses each vear for Reserve
Component officers. Each branch of
the Army receives an annual quota
based on mobilization requirements,
in proportion to its authorized strength
and prescribed mission. Based on
current student quotas approximately
50% of all Regular Army officers will,
at the appropriate time in their ca-
reers, be selected to attend the Com-

mand and General Staff College.

Above that college and ateﬁfe top
of the Amy’s education ladder is the
Army War College. Since the au-
thorized enrollment for the 1953-54

.-course is only 200 officers, it can be
readily seen that attendance is ‘'on a
highly selective basis. Graduation
from the Army War College repre-
sents completion of the Army's formal
education requirement for the assump-
tion of high-level positions in the
Army and the t of De-
fense, and those which the Army
might be called upon w fill with
other governmental agencies.

Paralleling the Army's educational
system ‘are the joint colleges: the
Armed Forces Staft College, Indus-
trial College of the Armed Forces,
and the National War College. These
colleges are under the supervision of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and are at-
tended by officers of all services. Due
to the limited- quotas available to the
An;z,g“kr attendance has been confined
0 Army ofhcers.

In addition tg the colleges previ-
ously mentioned the Department of
the accepts invitations annu-
ally for its officers to attend colleges
of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Air
Force as well as colleges of foreign
nations. Quotas are limited and at-
tendance is by competitive selection.
Each of the foreign colleges is con-
sidered as being on a comparable
level with one of our own colleges,
and graduates are given the same
consideration in selection for further
schooling as graduates from thellcor-
responding United States: college.
The foreign colleges presently egxe
tending invitations are listed below
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with the comparable level
United States college.
National War College or Army War
College Level
British Imperial Defence College
Canadian National Defence College
French Ecole Supetieure de Guerre
Armed Forces Staff College Level
United Kingdom Joint Services Staff
Col . ‘
Commanuegfi and General Staff College
Level

Australian Staff College

British Staff Coll

Canadian Staff Co)

French Ecole Major d'Etat

Indian Defence Services Staff Col-

lege
Italian Army War College
Pakistan Staff College

Other schooling, above the branch
level, - of increasing - importance is
graduate level schoaling in the physi-
cal and social sciences under the
Amy civil schooling program. A
subsequent article will cover this pro-
gram in detail.

In view of the number of inquiries
received by the Career Management
Division, it might be well to discuss
what is meant by competitive selec-
tion. All officers of a branch, in the
zone of consideration established by
the prerequisites for attendance at a
college, are considered competitively
within each branch. In order to se-
lect, from the large number of officers
in the zone of consideration, a lim-
ited number to fill the quota of a
particular college, it is necessary that
all officers in the zone of considera-
tion be arranged in order of merit
according to their existing records.
Many factors are emploved in devel-

oping such a list These include

command and staff experience; com-
bat duty; experience on school staffs
and faculties; previous military edu-
cation; civilian components and as-
signments; duty with military mis-
sions as military artaché, and duty
with joint staffs or other services;
promotions, demotions, and discipli-
nary actions; efficiency ratings; and
age and years of sexvice.

It is recognized that the question
uppermost in the minds of those who
aspire to attending various schools
concerns the methods of actual selec-
tion. Detailed explanations would be
extremely difficult. The records of
all officers in the eligible groups are
scrutinized by mature and unbiased
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oficers. The qualifications of each
are checked off on work sheets. Great
weight is given to command experi-
ence and déemonstrated leadership.
The broad of an officer’s ex-
perience is considered and the degree
to which officers have met ‘demands
that would seem to index this future
potential are evaluated with care.
And of course the officer’s averall ef-
ficiency index for the past five vears
of service, as determined from efh-
ciency reports, carries great weight
—but this is not the sole deciding
factor. The method can be summed
up as careful. unbiased selection
based upon best available informa-
tion. weighing carefully the qualif-
cations and interests of the individ-
ual officer and the requirements of
the Army. All officers can take com-
fort from the fact that political pres-
sure has no weight whatsoever. The
Career Management Division is al-

wavs interes:ed in receiving informa-

IN THE NEXT ISSUE:
ROTATION
OF
ASSIGNMENTS

tion as to the merits of different coffi-
cers and when recommendations are
submitted by. senior officers they are
of course evaluated with care. How-
ever, the final decision is based upon
the officer's overall qualifications and
his future value to the service.

It is not necessary that an officer
submit an application for attendance
at one of the sexvice colleges. Officers
are considered by their arm or service
automatically from the time they be-
come eligible until they pass out of
the zone of consideration. Moreover,
selection is without regard to geo-
graphical location or assignment.

However, officers desiring to attend

Air, Navy or Foreign colleges in pref-
erence to an Army college, should
indicate such a desire on their annual

preference cards.
Eligibility prerequisites for the
Army and Joint coll may be found

in SR 350201, SR 350-195-1, and
DA Pamphlet 20-21. - Prerequisites
for the Air, Navy. and Foreign col-

leges are similar o Army colleges of
com Jevel. ing ofhcers

may be considered for selection for 2
service college although they do not
meet all the prerequisites for that col-
lege. Whenever, in the opinion of the
Career Management Branches, an of-
ficer is outstanding and places high
competitively in- all ozher respects. a
waiver is ccnsidered for the prereq-
uisite in which he is lacking. Thus,
every effort is made to select those
officers most qualified who the
greatest potential value 1o xﬁz service.

Due to the limited quotas. a rela-
tivelv few officers will auend the hi%le:
level service colleges. It must
pointed out. however. that schooling
is only one means of developing po-
tential leaders. As in the past. a num-
ber of outstanding leaders will be
developed from those who may not
attend a service college but who,
through on-the-job training and a di-
versity of career broadening assign-
ments subsequent to school eligibiliry.
indicate by actual performance of
duty a potentiality for high level com-
mand and staff positions.

This last facet of career develop-
ment deserves emphasis. It is an
obvious fact all officers cannot
expect to attend our top military
schools and it is equally evident that
some of those selected will not neces-
sarily prove to be our ablest officers
in time of emergency. Human quali-
fications are not susceptible to such
accurate evaluation and as a result
the next emergency will find manv
officers who were not selected for
higher schooling, who may make their
way in:o the select group of general
officers who guide our Armies in time
of war. The relatively recent past is

complete of this statement. Not
all of the number of officers who
had distinguished records and the ad-

van:age of high military schooling

- during World War 11 met the require-

ments for wartime general officer
rank, while others without such traifi-
ing rose to some of tl‘:hvenohxngh&;tf
itions of r ibility. e
fh‘):e ofbcers fmere not selected
for higher schooling is General James
A. Van Fleet. His distinguished rec-
ord of battle leadership and civil ad-
ministration should be a comfort, in-
spiration, and guiding influence for
many who now feel a gense of frustra-
tion for not having been selected to
receive more advanced schooling.

o
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vCE the annual meeting of

the United States Armor As-

sociation at The Armored
Center, Fort Knox, on January 30th,
two special meetings of the Executive
Council have been held.

The first of these meetings was beld
on the 31st of March. A resolution
was proposed by the Association.
This resolution appears elsewhere on
this page.) It was circulated, late in
May, w all other branch associations
for their consideration. As indicated
in the context, it was intended to in-
vite attention o the advantages of an
voted to the interests of the Army of
the United Siates.

within their respective

Instead, it is felt that a combined
effort of all branches, including not
only the combat arms but also the
could serve well o t the Army
with a dignity and strength other-
wise: impossible.

The sole purpose of this proposed
organiza:i_onismenlnmezbepl;ad
of the Army of the United States.

Changes in Membership
Provisions

The second meeting was held on
the 31st of July. At this meeting a
discussion was held concerning the
modification of the membership re-
strictions for the Association. A com-
mittee was established to investigate
the matter further and to submit rec-
ommendations at the next meeting.
Prior toﬁnalacﬁon,anychangewi%l
have to be submitred to the member-
ship for a vote in view of the fact that
it involves a change to the constitu-
ton.
Overseas Council Advisory Boards

Owing to the retumn to the United

States of Generals White and Read,
it was necessary int new chair-

" men for the Overseas Council Ad-

visory Boards. Lieutemant General
Bruce C. Clarke Lieutenant
General 1. D. White in the Far East,

ARMOR ASSOCIATION NOTES

and Major General L. L. Doan re-
placed Major General George W.
Read, Jr. in Europe.

At present the members of the
Coundil Advisory Boards are:

European Theater

Major General L. L. Doan, 24 Ar-
mored Division

Brigadier General Hamilton H.
Howze, 2d Armored Division -

Colonel Charles E. Brown, 19th
Armored Cavalry Group :

Colonel Ravmond W. Curtis, 14th
Armored Cavalry Regiment

Colonceal Harold C. Duval, 6th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment

Colonel William E. Eckles, 2d Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment

Far Eastern Thoater

Lieutenant General Bruce C.
Clarke. 1 Corps

Major General Arthur G. Trudeau,
7th Infantry Division

Major General Gordon B. Rogers,

The Annual Meeting of the
United Siates Armor Associe-
tion, will be held at Fort Knox,

- Kentucky, late in January,
1954. General Matthew B.
Ridgway, Chief of Staff, United
States Army, has been in-
vited as the guest of honor
ond principal speaker.

Bes? Seflers

Ads and Notices

MAAG, Korea
Brigadier General John C. Mac-
Bng'adm Gecneral William
igadi illiam J. Brad-
ley, 1st Cavalry Division
Lieutenant Colonel Robert B. Mc-
Rae, 89th Tank Battalion

- Plans for Next Annnal Meeling
The next meeting of the Executive
Council will be held on October 2, in
Washington, D. C., at which time
plans will be made for the annual
meeting to be held at Fort Knox.

fectiveness of the army team, and

may meet on a common ground

within the Army, and
addition to and

ay's

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the modern ground army is a carefully balanced force of
many combat armis and technical services, and

WHEREAS cooperation and teamwork among the many combat arms
and technical services form the basis for battlefield success, and

WHEREAS for many years the professional military associations of the
respective combat arms and technical services have through the pro-
motion of branch understanding, contributed substantially to the ef-

WHEREAS there exists no professional military association with peri-
odical in which all members of the combat arms and technical services

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the United States
Armor Association propose consideration of the formation of an Army-
wide military association to operate in the general area outside of exist-
ing branch associations, with membership to be open to all military
personnel, irrespective of branch, rank, or existing affiliation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed association be or-
ganized, not to replace any of the exlsnngg::nch
supplement them instead and thus contribute to further unification

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed association be in

te from the existing branch associations, represent-

ing the overall Ammy view and dedicated to the interests of our coun-
defense.

associations, but to
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Stilwell’s Mission to China

STILWELL'S MISSION TO
CHINA. By Charles F. Ro-
manus ond Riley Sunderiond.

Reviewed by
THEODORE H. WHITE

This correspondent has been fol-
lowing the United States Army at
home, in Asia, and in Europe for some
fifteen years—a period long enough to
have inured him against any surprise
at its multifarious activity. Certainly,
no demonstration of its courage

should startle him.

Rarely, however, have | observed
an act of greater bravery performed
by the United States Army than that
of publi as one of its official
histories, a book called Stilwell's Mis-
sion to China by Charles Romanus
and Riley Sunderland.

This book is much more than the
usual army treatise on a theater, a
campaign or a mission. It is more
than a and longoverdue
tribute to a great soldier. It is an hon-
est, bare-handed examination of the
most explosive subject of American
foreign policy—our relations with
China and the Generalissimo of the
Chinese armies, Chiang K'ai-shek. In

The Reviewer-
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this political mine-feld, on whose

booby-traps so many bﬂnﬁd
American careers have been b to
bits, even the hardiest civilian writer

proceeds with caution. The army's

emotion as if completely unaware of
and indifferent to the political peril
or disturbance of their action.

The justification of this attitude is,
of course, simple. Histories are writ- .
ten to tell the truth so that those who
come after may learn and benefit.
Stilwell's Mission 10 China is written




Stilwell with his trademark, the old campaign hat. arrives at Chungking airpert.

not entertain, or to curry favor, but

simply to illuminate the chief prob-
lem the United States Army faces in
the furure. The best definition of
this problem is probably that of Gen-
eral Alfred M. Gruenzher. SACEUR
at SHAPE. who declared offhand
one dav “there are only two kinds of
wars—Indian wars and coalition wars.
All wars of the future are coalition
wars and we have to learn how to
fight them.” In learning how to seek
Allies in coalition, hold them. and

fight effectively by their 51de, we
have, by now. solved the problem of
coalition in Europe by such enormous
structures as SHAPE and NATO.
We have not vet solved the problem
in Asia. And any soldier whose career
brings him to decision and action in
the Orient might well begin his search
for a solution with a studv of the
Romanus-Sunderland work.

The story of Stilwell's Mission to
China. though heavily detailed and
documented with complex scholarly

precision, is, essentially, a simple one.
It is the story of how the United
States sent Joseph Stilwell to shake
alive the vast, pulpy mass of Chinese
soldiery under Chiang K'ai-shek, “to
improve its combat efhciency.” Strate-
gically, Stilwell’'s mission was to create
a supply system across India in order
to support an effective Chinese army
which might win back the continental
land mass the Japanese occupied, and
provide a platform on the China coast
for sea and airborne assault on the
Japanese homeland.
.-\s is and demanded by the
e authors begin their story
not on that day in Februarv, 1942
when Joseph Snlwell left Washing-

" ton for Asia, but early in 1940 when

the United States first began to seek
the re-vitalization of the Chinese arm-
ies as a counterweight to Japan in the
Orient.
For a year and a half before Stilwell
- set out for China on his d mis-
sion, long before Pearl Harbor, the
United States had been wrestling
with the problem of equipping and
training the Chinese armies. All the
elements of the problem that were
later to plague Stilwell and cause
American politics to boil were already
present. There was the simple, tech-
nical Chinese ignorance of modern
war—their insistence, for example, on
American delivery of tanks which
could not possibly traverse the light
bridges of China and Burma. There
was the irrational element of face, the
refusal of the Chinese to accept stand-
ard American rifles which they des-
tely needed because thev would
ose “face” if they did not get the new
Garands of which the U. S. Army was
critically short itself. There was the
discovery of the great graft system,
then flourishing about the Burma
Road, China’s hfelme, clogged with
private cargo, profiteering, and of-
ficial racketeering and red tape. There
was, finally, the flair of the Chinese
nationalists for Washington intrigue,
and their discovery that the Army of
the United States could be circum-
vented in political maneuver in the
White House, the Congress and the
press.

, Henry L. Stimson, and Chief
of Staff George C. Marshall, decided
that the war in the Orient was so
critical as to warrant the tansfer of
General Joseph Stilwell (already as-
signed to prepare and command the
North African invasion) to be Chief
of Staff to Chiang Kaishek and
Chief of all U. S. Armed Forces in
China-Burma-India. His mission ‘:vhas
to together the war effort on the

P'.‘nma.mland, or, as his blunt diary
records “get various factions
and grab command and in general
give ‘em the works.”

The main narrative of the Roman-
us-Sunderland book falls, thereafter,
into three natural sections.

First, is the account of the Burma
campaign of 1942 and the evolution
of strategy in the year and a half that

. followed. This account is chiefly val-

uable for the light it throws on Stil-
well’s qualities as a tactician and field
soldier, superb qualities doomed to be
wasted as was so much other talent
in the swamplands of Asian politics.

Next comes the chronicle of Sdl-
well’s effort to wrestle his reluctant
coalition partners—the British and the
Chinese—into offensive action.

Here, in this section, the authors,
with access to all the army’s docu-
ments, offer a picture of Chinese Na-
tionalist life and morals which is all
the more devastating for the dry and
wooden exactitude with which it is
set down. To make a Chinese Army
out of the sick and hungry peasant
conscripts that Chiang offered him
after endless delays, Stilwell found
himself plun in Chinese
politics. He g‘i:dounds,epfor example,
that General Lo Choying (one of
Chiang'’s favorites) sent to command
the new Chinese Army being trained

"and equipped by Americans in India

w:]agl:ed 45003? silver rulpes Chis
soldiers in a lump sum
to him e}:{xmmonrt;:d “the custpomarv
procedure,” as the authors drily point
out, “which permitted large amounts

to stay in the commanders’ pockets.’
When Stilwell insisted that the 270,-
000 rupees (all that was actually re-
quired in soldiers” pay) be paid di-
rectly to the soldiers themselves, Lo

Snlwell looks across parapet of General Merrill's command peost at lynkyna.

pound of cupidity and China’s endless
poverty. Scores of facts—some humor-
ous, some grim, some tragic—are fitted
into a mosaic picture of the Chinese
war effort. Chinese officers tried to
shake down civilian contractors work-
ing on American projects. On several
occasions truck drivers on American-
supplied trucks drained the brake-
fluid to sell in the black market. On
some American building projects in
China it was necessary to count the
nails issued to carpenters and account

for every one driven in. American of-
ficers attempted to teach the Chinese
modem artillerv fire methods at an
artillery training center: thev found
the pack-animals in wretchedly poor
condition. Savs the Army report on
the situation-“The Chinese are very
reluctant to graze their animals for
fear of losing both animals and sol-
diers through desertion.”

To one who, like this correspond-
ent. served in the war area at the time.

some of the facts first published now

United States was already in the war, and returned to China. ’

the situation in Asia had become so All down the line, Stilwell's sub- .

grave that drastic measures were ordinates found themselves caught in
After air raid en Myitkyina airdrome, the General awaits the all clear signal. needed. Jointly, Secretary of the the same mketmg system, a com- With the Chiang K’si-sheks the day after Japanese bombing at Maymye. Burma.
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I re heartbreaking. Such, for example,

SHERIDAN
The Inevitable

by
Richard O’Connor

Of the four great Union com-
manders in the Civil War the
youngest, the most ‘aggressive,
the most versatile ond the most
uniformly suvccessful was Philip
Henry Sheridan. Bold yet cou-
tious, thorough yet unexpected,
Sheridon continually hit the Con-
federates where it hurt. They
couldn’? outguess him, outgeneral
him, outfight him—and they
covidn’t avoid him. No wonder

-

inevitable.” He owutwitted and
outfought the Southern idol,
Beouty Stuort, ot Yellow Tavemn,
smashed the Confederate horse-
men and killed Stvort. In the
Shencndoch he soundly defeated
Eorly in o series of bottles, cul-
minating in his fomous ride to
tum the Confederate surprise af-
tock ot Cedar Creek into a de-
cisive Union viclory. At Sailor's
Creek he cut out and gobbled up
a lorge segment of Lee's disinte-
grating army. In the end, with
nfoniry as well as his cavairy, he
was out in front of Lee and astride
his last escaope route.

$4.50

is the revelation that during the eight
months from July l942,toFebruary
1943, when American boys were dy-

old transport CA47s across
e ﬁy.mtgl-hmalavan spurs called the

nwlv one-tenth of the sup-
po‘:fy essential war supplia they
were ferrying consisted of bales of
Chinese paper currency, printed in
Amenaondcmand,tokeepChmae
inflation on crinkly new
o S

The authors record, though with
lesser detail, Stilwell's problems with
the British and the tedium, inertia,
and red tht:Pf:l of :hehllxsxdmn c}::lonmllm
system that clogged his su es
and paralyzed his ngll:sfo:at-
tack. It should be noted, to the au-
thors’ credit, that all these facts are
set down cold in this book, without
malice or bitterness, as much in pity
as in devotion to the task of inform-
ing America.

The last and most dramatic section
of the book concerns itself with the
comflict over strategy between General
Stdilwell and his nominal subordinate
General Claire Chennault. This con-
flict centered on the familiar clash be-
tween the advocates of air power and
ground forces. Chennault claimed
that his heroic handful of planes,
bandedmtheClnnaAu'TaskFotce.
were the only American striking force
close enough tw Japan's v:tals to
hurt. Further, he claimed that, given
enough supply, his Task Force could

i """f.?.hi"&m Coue

as m cause the Ja
to fall apart. Stilwell ms:sted that if
Chennault’s raiders—based in East
China-ever began to hurt the Japa-
nese seriously the Japanese would re-
act in a massive land campaign to
wipe out all the airbases within range
of the coast, and that the Chinese
ground forces were incapable of stop-
ping such a push. The hub of the
struggle revolved about the Hump’s
limited air-transport allocations. Both
Chennault and Stilwell required the
same supplies for their strategy—the
limited aircargo hauled over the
Hump. If f t eqmpmentedand
trainin es were apportioned to
: mmt’he Chinese armies, not
enough would be left to fuel and arm
Chennault’s planes. On the other
hand, if sufficient quantities were ap-
portioned to give Chennault his
chance, not enough would be left to

" support the Chinese ground forces

against the Japanese attack the planes
would provoke. P
This t was common knowl-
edge in the C-B-I theater at the time
and was honestly, if heatedly, de-
bated by dedicated men. Both the
Chennault and Stilwell theses could
be sustained by valid argument. What
was unknown then and is here re-
vealed for the first time are the full
details of the method by which Chen-
nault won his victory over Stilwell.
With the support of the Chinese

L Mfa.mm,mcmmmuuxﬂmmz
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At the C.P. of the 77th Infantry Divisien during an inspection trip en Okinawa.

government against .S:ilwell, and with
the aid of friends in Wash-
ington, ult, by 1943, had

come into direct communication with
the White House. Indeed, by early
1943, President Roosevelt had invited
Chennault to write and communicate
with him directly, ing not only
Stilwell, but Mars| and Stimson
as well. In such a situation, Stilwell’s
effective conll,mand of his tj:::v-n theater
was im le and, at t, in
the fa]lm%?; the authors ep::ln their
history of Stilwell's mission.

It is ble, but understand-
able, that the authors should have
chosen this period to bring Stilwell's
Mission to China to a close. The
dramatic events that followed in 1944
in China are so intricately involved
in contemporary politics that not for
many years will we be able to re-
view them di ately. Great suc-
cess was to follow in 1944 as Stilwell
forged the crack Chinese armies
which drove the Japanese out of
northern Burma and proved, as we
have learned since to our sorrow, how
well the Chinese can fight when
efficiently led. Great disaster was to
follow, too, as Chennault's planes
stepped up their raids on Japanese
shipping and provoked the massive
Japanese East-China campaign which
cost us all our coastal bases as Stilwell
had predicted. And, finally, personal
tragedy was to cap Stilwell’s mission
when, in October 1944, he was re-
lieved of command and sent home
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because of his hetic conclusion
that China would ultimately fall un-
der Communist and Russian leader-
ship in the future unless the U. S.
immediately forced Chiang to reform
or replaced him with other Chinese
leadership more able to serve Allied
ends.

All these historic events of 1944
are excluded by the arbitrary ending
of this book. But their
and sources are so clearly detailed and
illuminated in the Romanus-Sunder-
land work that no serious student of
the Far Eastern war or politics will,
in the future, be able to hold an
opinion without having read Stilwell's
Mission to China. The United States
Army’s Historical Section is to be con-
gratulated for its contribution to learn-
ing.

gI'l'aere is no moral or conclusion at
the end of this volume, for history
when it is best written lets everv
reader make his own judgment. The
lay reader will probably end this book
with the inescapable lesson that wars
and coalitions are not matters of mili-
tary technique alone. He will learn
that the greatest military talents can
come to naught unless they are sup-
ported by wise and effective political
leadership. He will learn that no sol-
dier, however brilliant and dynamic,
can succeed unless great civilian
statesmanship oEers him reciprocal
wisdom and

The lessons of hnstor_\' should never
be forgotten.

STONEWALL
JACKSON

and the
American Civil
War

by
Col. G. F. R. Henderson

Sionewall Jackson developed
into one of the great siralegisis
of military history. From hes first
engogement in 1861, until he fell
mortally wounded ot Chancellors-
ville twenty-two months later, his
brilliant exploits struck terror into
the North; his strategy immobil-
ized huge forces of the enemy
ond kept them on the defensive;
he struck swifly ond decisively
from the most unexpected ond
impossible quarters; with starved,
rogged, barefoot troops he over-
whelmed the immeasurably su-
perior forces of the enemy. When
he fell, it was as if Lee's right
hand hod been cut offi—from that
moment the fortunes of the Con-
federacy begon to decline.

$6.00
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CEILING
UNLIMITED

A thrilling history of American aviation from the
davs of the Wright brothers’ experiments to the
modern age of supersonics. The Wrights, Cur-
diss, Lindbergh, Earhart, and all the other great
pioncers in aviation are shown as leaders in the
victory of the human spirit over the forces of
gravity.

by Lioyd Morris
& Kendall Smith $6.50

The T[RRUR
MACHINE

The inside story of Soviet rule in Germany, writ-
ten by critical foreign observers who were basi-
cally hostile to the regime. It is an inside account
of the Soviet Army and bureaucracy and Soviet
life in general, as it must appear to countless young
and intelligent Russians, who managed to keep
out of major trouble, who are trying to build their
careers, and who are making the machine work.

by Gregory Klimov $4.00

THE NEGRO IN THE
CIVIL WAR
A hiscory of the part taken by Negroes in the
Civil War, as soldiers, spies, nurses, home-front

defenders, propagandists, and workers for the
Underground Railroad.

by Benjomin Quarles $5.00

DECISION FOR WAR, 1917

A well-documented presentation of two incidents,
the Zimmerman Telegram and the sinking of the
Laconia, and the part they played in America’s

decision to enter World War 1.

by Somwel R. Spencer, Jr. , $2.50

The REDEEMERS

World War I left thousands of Jews homeless
and lost in Europe. Maay of the world's leaders
did their best to help these luckless D.P."s—Eisen-
hower, Ben Gurion, and General 'Chy among
them—and the Jews themselves never gave up
their attempts to win their way back to normal life.

by Leo Schwarz $4.50

STEMMING
THE TIDE

Churchill’'s 50 best speeches during the first two
years after his recapture of the post of Prime Min-
ister. In uniform binding with previous collec-

by Winston Churchill $3.00
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The UNDECLARED
WAR

- A diplomatic and political history of the period
between September, 1940, when Japan joined the
Axis, and Pearl Harbor, analyzing the strategies
and operations of our country as well as those of
the enemy nations.

by William L. Longer
& Everett Gleason $10.00

CONGRESS and the
CONSTITUTION

In answer to the need for popular information
about our government, Colonel Miller has pre-
pared this study of the United States governmen:

in question and answer form.

by Carl Miller $3.00

VICTORY RODE THE RAILS

Here is the little-known story of the strategic po-
sition of the railroads in the Civil War. Re-evalu-
ates the strength of both sides, the importance of
communications, and reveals the many ways in
which the railroads were valuable weapons.

by George E. Turner $4.50

HITLER'S SECRET
CONVERSATIONS

Offered not as a conversational delight but as a
revelation of Hitler's mind and personality—table
monologs delivered in the early forties and cover-
ing a variety of topics. '

by Adolf Hitler $6.50

oQuesT
FOR A NORTHERN
AIR ROUTE

A personal account of Captain Forbes’ expeditions
to locate military bases along the "Crystal” air
route across the Arctic to Europe.

by Alexander Forbes $4.00
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The GREAT PEAGE

The author, who travelled through Red China as
an Indian journalist, gives an authentic, first-hand
account of conditions there. Interviews with high
officials and with people themselves as well as Mr.
Hutheesing's own impressions give a valuable por-
trait of a land now closed to westerners.

by Raja Hutheesing $3.50




PISTOL SHOOTER'S
'BOOK

By Chorles Askins

The man who is interested in shooting 2 handgun will
3nd this book to be a comprehensive treatment of the
subject. The twenty-eight chapters contain all pertinent
information including: the study and comparison of
American and foreign handguns. ammuaition, ballistics,
bore, diameters, reloading, marksmanship, eyesight. rapid
fire, accessories, the quick draw and hamess. hunting.
trick shooting, NR.A. Toumnaments. in fact every con-
sideration of the shooter. Complete and interesting, this
encyclopedia is destined t0 be recognized as the pistol
shooter's bible. :

. $6.00

FIGHTING INDIAN
WARRIORS

By E. A. Brininsiool

The winning of the Old West was anything but child's
play! It was WAR—war of the most brutal and inhuman
type oa the part of the Indians and whites.

The Indian was fighting for his home, his commissary,
his lands—lands ceded to him through solemn treaty with
the United Seates government—and what man will not
fight “for home and native land >

In this volume some of the most noted skirmishes and
battles are recounted, induding the bitter Wagon Box
fight: the Fort Phil Kearny disaster; the Beecher Island
battle; the “Dull Knife" outbreak of the Northern Chey-
ennes; the Modoc Indian war of 1873.

Unprincipled Indian agents; indifferent officials at
Washington fed the flames of Indian unrest and disillusion
over broken treaties. The result was inevitable—war to
the death!

$5.00

Puablished on August Sth

THE UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II

.Stratégic Planning for
Coalition Warfare 194.1-1942

by Maurice Matloff and Edwin M. Snell

:r------.---

Osr crystal ball is broken—did you fet ws know you moved?

Armor

} ORDER FORM 35~

Please send me the following:

1727 K Street, N.W., Washingten 6, D. C.

NAME (Please Print)

ADDRESS (Street or Box Number)

~ CITY (Town or APO)

STATE

[ Bill me. (Subscribers only.)

(1 Bill unit fund.

'------------------------------ -----------"

LN N R N N N ¥ N N _ X J ------------------------------J

ARMOR-—-September-October, 1953

PUBLISHED VOLUMES IN THE ARMY SERIES

The Army Ground Forces .
The Organization of Ground Combat Troops
The Procurement and Training of Ground Combat

Troops .

The War in the Pacific
Okinawa: The Last Battle
Guadalcanal: The First Off ensive
The Approack to the Phi!p'ppiau
The European Thester of Operations
The Lorraine Campaign
Cross-Channel Attack
The War Department’
Chief of Staff: Prewar Plans and Preparations
Washkington Command Post:
The Operations Division ~
Thre' Technical Sergces
rangportation Corps:
Responsibilities, Organization, and Operations
Pietorial Record
The War Against Germany and Italy:
Mediterrancan and Adjacent Areas
The War Against Germany:
Europe and Adjacent Areas
The War Against Japan
The Middle East Theater -
The Persian Corridor and Aid to Russia
(Special Study) -
Three Battles: Arnaville, Altuzzo, and Schmidt
The China-Burma-India Theater
Stilwell's Mission to China

In this latest volume of the series entitled “The U.S. Army in World War 11" the authors trace the gradual

awakening of the military planners to the danger of the American involvement in a world war. and their efforts

to shape plans and build and deploy an Army to meet
the threat. They show clearly how the basis of war
strategy was laid with the British in the prewar period.
and how and why it was decided o “beat Germany }.
first” while pursuing the strategic defensive against
Japan. The principal steps taken from the autumn of | -
1938. when planning officers first took. into serious ac-
count the possibility that the United States might
become involved in a world-wide coalition war. to the
agreement early in 1942 eventually to cross the Eng
lish Channel and the decision to invade North Africa.
are related in detail. The 382 pages of this work
describe the planners™ hopes. frustrations and fears.
their struggles to keep plans realistic despite the
m=riad unknowns and uncertainties of war. and amid
the often divergent aims and interests of the services.
the President and the Allies.

382 pp. $3.25

Order from Book Department.




In today’s highly mechanized army, with its new weapons, greater firepower and mobility,
and an ever ingreasing tempo of modern warfare, you as a member of the team, regardless of

branch, need a current working knoﬁledge of Armor.

The alert young professionals who form the core of this army have found that ARMOR

supplies them with continuous up-to-date technical information to supplement their back-

ground in this highly specialized field of mobile warfare.

ARMOR, the only journal of tke military art and science devoted to the coverage of mo-

bile warfare, depicts above the covers of the first four issues of this year, and in typical fashion

tells the story of modern warfare in the self-propelled field.

Pacing the field for the Regular, Reservist and Guardsman, ARMOR has provided its
readers with issue-by-issue proof that an investment of a little over a penny a day is a bargain

in support of your military career as well as your Association.
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