Armor in the 1960s-70s
Photo Essay

Figure 1. Soldiers from 1% Battalion, 63" Armor, conduct a field refueling on an M48A1 at Fort Riley, KS, in 1963.
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Figure 2. A 1% Battalion, 4'" Cavalry (1% Infantry Division), M41 tank at Fort Riley, KS, in September 1963. The
tank ran over its own gun tube when crossing a steep stream bank at night.
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Figure 3. An M48A1 belonging to 1% Battalion, 63rd Armor, sits ready in a field-training exercise at Fort Riley, KS,
in 1963.
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Figure 4. A T34 tank is displayed at the Old Patton Museum facility opposite Boudinot Hall, U.S. Army Armor
School, Fort Knox, KY, in 1963. The museum was in a World War ll-era wooden frame building. The museum
moved and the building was torn down in the late 1970s.



Figure 5. A soldier from 1% Battalion, 63 Armor, 1% Infantry Division, washes an M48A1 after a field-training
exercise at Fort Riley, KS, in September 1963.
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Figure 6. Armored cavalry platoon (3™ Battalion, 68" Armor) field-training exercise in Germany, 1964.



Figure 7. An M60 from 4" Tank Battalion, 68" Armor, in Germany, 1964. Note the M2HB on the pintle mount of
the commander’s cupola. The M85 machinegun was not issued, and the battalion was withdrawn from Germany
later in 1964.

Figure 8. Sign of the times: Checkpoint Charlie, West Berlin, 1965.



Figure 9. 3" Battalion, 68" Armor, conducts rail-loading of M114s in the Baumholder training area, 1965. Rail
travel of armored vehicles to major training areas was routine but strictly managed by the Deutsche Bundesbahn.

Figure 10. Annual tank-gunnery qualification for 3™ Battalion, 68" Armor, in M60 and M60AL1 tanks,
Grafenwoehr, 1965. Note previous-year yellow qualification silhouette on turret.
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Figure 11. M114A1 swimming practice (3" Battalion, 68" Armor) in the Rhine River estuary north of Mannheim,

Germany, in 1965. Note marginal freeboard, buttoned-up driver, yellow buoy with rope and engineer World
War ll-era DUKW safety vehicle.
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Figure 12. Armor demonstration, Fort Knox, 1968. From left, M728 Combat Engineer Vehicle, M60A1 and
MA48A2C tanks, M114A1 Armored Reconnaissance Vehicle and M113A1 Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicle.



Figure 13. Repairing a track thrown to the inside of the sprocket when navigating a narrow path in Germany in
1965. No fun, as the other track was thrown, too.

Figure 14. Soldiers from 1% Battalion, 63" Armor, conduct a final drive replacement on an M48A1 at Fort Riley,
KS, in 1963.

Figure 15. An 8" Infantry Division (3™ Battalion, 68" Armor, and 1 Battalion, 87t" Infantry) field-training
exercise in Germany in 1964.



Figure 16. 2" Platoon of Company A, 4" Medium Battalion, 68" Armor, engages in the field-training exercise
“Winter Track” maneuvers northeast of Frankfurt, Germany, in February 1964. The photograph was taken from
Olmstead’s lead tank. A snowball fight broke out between the following tanks and German kids from homes on

the left.
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Figure 17. Dress-rehearsal staging for a firepower demonstration at Fort Knox, KY, in 1968. These M48A2C tanks
are from Company A, 4/68" Armor, 194" Armor Brigade.





