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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Families of Soldiers Conducting Basic Combat Training in Company A, (Alpha Company), 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment
SUBJECT:  Memorandum of Introduction and Welcome
1. Your Soldier has safely arrived at Basic Combat Training.  He is assigned to Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment, located at Fort Benning, Georgia.  Thank you for entrusting us with your loved one.
2. My name is First Lieutenant Adam F. Medina; I am your Soldier’s Company Commander.  I am responsible for training your Soldier in Warrior Tasks, Battle Drills, Physical Fitness, Basic Rifle Marksmanship, and many other Soldier skills in order to prepare him for his Advanced Individual Training and subsequent first duty assignment.  Your son, husband, or father is one among many Soldiers assigned in my company.
3. Of course I do not conduct this training alone; I have 12 dedicated Drill Sergeants that do the difficult job of converting civilians into professional Soldiers.  Over the next few weeks, your Soldier will be challenged probably more than he has ever been in his life.  He will be physically and mentally challenged in order to mold him into a defender of our nation.  The Drill Sergeants are tasked with assisting him in his efforts to become a highly motivated, well-disciplined, physically and mentally fit Soldier; capable of defeating any enemies on today’s modern battlefield.  They will instill pride in your Soldier, pride in the Army, and pride in Country.  They will insist that he meets and maintains the Army standards of military bearing and courtesy, consistent with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.  These Drill Sergeants are the finest Non-Commissioned Officers in the U.S. Army.  They lead by example and they never require your Soldier to attempt any task they would not do themselves.
4. I want to congratulate you and the decision of your Soldier to dedicate his service to the defense of the United States of America.  This country needs bright and strong Soldiers like yours to carry out its defense.  I, and the citizens of this great nation, thank your Soldier for stepping up to the challenge.
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Basic Combat Training consists of 10 weeks of stressful and strenuous military training.  In order for your Soldier to graduate from Basic Combat Training, he must meet certain graduation requirements. He must (not all inclusive):

a.  Demonstrate a willingness to live up to all 7 of the Army Values (Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity, and Personal Courage).
b.  Qualify with an M16A4 or M4 Assault Rifle and throw a live Hand Grenade.
c.  Complete the Confidence Obstacle Course.

d.  Negotiate the Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Gas Chamber.

e.  Negotiate the Buddy Team Live Fire and Convoy Live Fire.
f.  Pass the Army Physical Fitness Test and complete all tactical foot marches.
g.  Participate in all Field Training Exercises.

6. Because of the long training days, phone calls to you from your Soldier will be limited.  Expect to receive between 2 to 3 phone calls during the 10 weeks of training, lasting only 5 to 10 minutes.  In case of an emergency, you can pass information to your Soldier by contacting your local American Red Cross or by calling the National Red Cross Hotline at 1-877-272-7337.  The Red Cross can get the message to your Soldier quickly regardless of where he is at or what training he is conducting.  If you must contact your Soldier immediately, you may call me personally at (706) 544-8701 and I will be able to help you; however, please only call me if it is an emergency. All other personal contact with your Soldier needs to be conducted via written letters through the mail.  Your Soldier can be contacted by a letter addressed the following way:
                                     
Example
Your Soldiers Rank, Name
PVT Doe, John

Roster Number
RN# XXX (Given on arrival date)
A Co, 2nd Bn, 47th INF Regt 
A Co, 2nd Bn, 47th INF Regt
5375 Hanson Drive
5375 Hanson Drive
Fort Benning, GA 31905-4930
Fort Benning, GA 31905-4930

7. I know that you may be anxious to know about the current world situation and how it affects your Soldier.  Rest assured that we have implemented increased security measures.  Please keep in mind that all of our Soldiers are volunteers and have sworn to protect and defend this great country.  Upon completion of their basic and advanced training, they will join units around the world and fulfill their duty and obligation to our country.
8. Please use the following sources and agencies to become familiar with the Army and to resolve any issues that may arise:
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9. I hope that I have answered all of your questions and laid to rest any concerns you may have for your loved one.  I hope to see you at graduation. Once again, thank you for entrusting your loved one with us.




ADAM F. MEDINA



1LT, IN


Commanding
































































































































































































www.militaryonesource.com


Lots of information about the Army and other branches of service





www.armymwr.com


Information about the 


Army’s Morale, Welfare, 


and Recreation program





www.tricareonline.com


Information about your 


medical benefits





www.soloops.com


Survival guide for new 


military spouses





www.army.mil


US Army Official Homepage








mypay.dfas.mil


Information concerning 


Soldier pay and benefits





www.aflo.org


Army Family Liaison Office





www.benning.army.mil


Information on graduation,


Ft. Benning, lodging & maps
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