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talingrad. The city’s name alone

conjures images of desperate
hand-to-hand fighting in  ruined
industrial plants and destroyed apartment blocks, shipers
stalking their targets across the snow-filled urban landscape,
and, ultimately, the long march into Soviet prison camps
for survivors of the German 6th Army. Stalingrad, in much
of Western historiography, is the turning point for German
ambitions in the East and the start of the long, bloody slog
back to Berlin. Frank Ellis’ The Stalingrad Cauldron: Inside
the Encirclement and Destruction of the 6th Army sheds new
light on the famous battle while elucidating the truths behind
our collective understanding and impressions.

Inside the E‘m:irclemem and i
Destruction of the 6th Army
FRANK ELLIS

The Stalingrad Cauldron is, in reality, more a collection
of essays than a coherent narrative. As Ellis states in his
introduction, “my study is more tactical and personal, more
concerned with some of the lesser-known detail than with the
bigger operational picture.” Those looking for a comprehensive
analysis of the battle from start to finish are best served looking
elsewhere, like David Glantz’s recent Stalingrad Trilogy. Ellis’
work is immaculately sourced and researched, creating an in-
depth analysis of life for the 6th Army, Soviet citizens inside
the battle zone, and the fate of German prisoners after the
battle.

He begins with an overview of the battle and the conditions
facing the 6th Army. The problems the Germans faced as
the battle wore on, he argues, had their genesis in the larger
German campaign in the Soviet Union. Ellis explains that
most German infantrymen arrived on the Volga River already
malnourished, and the encirclement only reduced their already
meager energy stores. When coupled with the weather, which
Ellis meticulously plots, the impact non-battle influences had
on the German failure is clear. He also includes a brief but
insightful analysis of recent historiography and discussion of
his sources.

Three previously unpublished war diaries or operational
histories of the 16th Panzer Division, the 94th Infantry
Division, and the 76th Berlin-Brandenburg Infantry Division
follow the introduction. Written retrospectively by survivors,
these archival finds present the attritional impact of intense
urban combat on the encircled German army. For today’s
combat leaders, the war diaries elucidate the decision-making

process and actions of a surrounded army facing logistical
burnout and dwindling strength that is also battling the cold.

All three chapters repeatedly cite the German officer and
NCO as critical in holding defensive positions and maintaining
unit integrity during the battle, especially during retreats.
Hauptmann (Captain) Rudolf Krell of the 94th Infantry Division
remarks that “the initiative, the willingness to make decisions,
and the skill and boldness of the junior leaders alongside the
quality, endurance, and bravery of the troopers were now [in
January 1943] more than ever decisive for the deployment of
the forces and for the outcome of the fierce battles.” These
words could as easily have been written by American forces
as well and serve as a reminder that the junior leaders are the
backbone of all armies.

After the three war diaries, the focus on the minutiae of the
battle takes center stage in the book. He begins with a chapter
on the Soviet and German application of snipers in Stalingrad.
His analysis calls into question the popular memory created
by films like Enemy at the Gates and Soviet propaganda
highlighting the sniper’s success. While explaining the impact
of a well-trained and employed sniper on the urban battlefield,
Ellis argues that the German army was more successful than
commonly thought in employing snipers. Using released
NKVD interrogation documents and reading between the
lines in war diaries and memoirs, Ellis synthesizes the role
and impact of German and Soviet snipers in the battle.
Furthermore, he debunks the Zaitsev-Konings duel at the
center of Enemy at the Gates.

His next chapter focuses on the role of Soviet ethnic
minorities, deserters, and prisoners of war who supported
German efforts inside the encirclement. These men and
women, numbering between 20,000 and 30,000, provided a
large boost to the 6th Army. Their presence and assistance,
as both support troops and as combatants, extended the
lifespan of 6th Army and prolonged the battle immeasurably. It
is a fascinating chapter on the role disaffected Soviets played
in supporting the German war effort.

Ellis concludes his book with chapters on the role of
intelligence operations during the battle, the experience of
German prisoners in Soviet hands, and the case of Oberst
(Colonel) Arthur Boje. The intelligence operations chapter has
parallels to American line-crossing efforts in Korea and stay-
behind operations like NATO’s Gladio program in Europe. The
chapter looks almost entirely at human intelligence, leaving
an opening for further study in other intelligence disciplines
and their place in the battle.

The fate of the men of 6th Army in Soviet hands serves as
a reminder that even after surrender, the battle continued for
many Germans, most of whom were too physically depleted
to survive the movement to captivity and the conditions
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found there. The need for a prisoner of war code of conduct
becomes apparent as one reads Oberst Boje’s story. The
chapter is based on his captivity narrative and released NKVD
documents. It focuses on the role of Soviet intelligence and
German collaboration in the Soviet war crimes trial process
and eventually concludes with the release of the prisoners in
the mid-1950s.

The Stalingrad Cauldron is a dense and heavy work full
of rigid scholarship and new insights into the life and death
of the 6th Army. This said, it is not a book for casual reading
for uninitiated readers or to gain a greater sense of the battle,
its causes, or ultimate impact. Works like David Glantz’'s
Stalingrad Trilogy and Robert Citino’s Death of the Wehrmacht
place the battle in its context whereas Ellis narrows his scope
to the often-overlooked areas of the battle and reexamines
some of the better-known events using new primary source
material. Ultimately, The Stalingrad Cauldron should be seen
as a detailed companion to broader studies and narratives
rather than a stand-alone source.
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here are times when a book’s

road to publication can be long and winding. Such was
the case with To Bataan and Back: The World War Il Diary
of Major Thomas Dooley. For nearly 70 years, the diary of
Dooley was only read by family members and close friends.
These written words were contained in six paper notebooks
totaling some 500 tiny printed pages. It appeared that these
journals would never be seen by the public. However, the
availability of the Dooley diary would begin to see a significant
change in the summer of 2005.

During that time, Jerry Cooper (editor of this volume and
a 1963 graduate of Texas A&M University) asked the family
if a document of Dooley’s could be used in a book focused
on a great Aggie tradition — the muster. This discussion led
to an inquiry about the accessibility of Dooley’s diary which
Cooper was well aware of. Conversation continued until 2009
when the journals were released to the Texas A&M archives,
and then subsequently Cooper received permission from the
family to publish them. After substantial annotation and editing,
the diary was available to the public in book form in 2016.

Before discussing the diary itself, it is important to provide
a brief synopsis of Dooley’s military career. After graduating
fromA&Min 1935, he entered the Army as a second lieutenant.
When the United States entered World War I, Dooley was
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serving as aide-de-camp in the Philippines for then-MG
Jonathan Wainwright. Dooley was part of the force that fought
gallantly (he was awarded the Silver Star for his actions)
when the Japanese invaded the Philippines. Like many,
Dooley was ultimately captured and a prisoner of war for 40
months. He survived this incredible ordeal and continued his
military service until his retirement as a colonel in 1969. His
career culminated with assignments as Fort Knox’s Armored
Command chief of staff and deputy post commander.

Dooley’s diary encompasses the period from the beginning
of the Japanese bombing of the Philippines (8 December
1941) through just after the Japanese surrender in the
Philippines (6 September 1945). As you would expect in a
wartime diary, Dooley writes on the subjects that were part
of his everyday life. This is amplified even more when the
diary moves into his ordeal as a prisoner of war. Dooley writes
of his struggle to survive and details his challenges with the
availability of food and water, his relationship with guards and
fellow prisoners, and describes his day-to-day activities which
included reading more than 200 books (these books are listed
as an appendix in the book).

| believe readers will find two aspects of the diary especially
beneficial and appealing. The first is the breadth of Dooley’s
experiences which he provides incredible insight. These
include the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, his capture
by the Japanese, his 40 months as a prisoner of war, and
his attendance at the Japanese surrender ceremony on
board the USS Missouri. The second is Dooley’s perspective
on Wainwright. Certainly, Dooley, as his aide, was in a
unique position to see a side of Wainwright which most did
not experience. Dooley touches on a wide array of areas as
they pertain to Wainwright. They include perceptions on his
personality, leadership style, decision-making process, and
his relationships with other senior leaders.

Cooper has done a remarkable job in transforming
Dooley’s six notebooks into a superb volume. In particular,
two decisions he has made will clearly stand out for readers.
First, he adds just enough of his own background copy to truly
put Dooley’s words in perspective. This is refreshing since |
have read many books of this genre where an editor seems
to want his words to be the focus. Cooper has placed the
emphasis where it needs to be.

The second decision is the “extras” he has included
within the text. Throughout the volume, Cooper has added
numerous relevant photographs, maps, Dooley’s own
sketches, and official correspondence. He has also placed a
pertinent appendix section which contains documents such
as the Japanese instrument of surrender, a comprehensive
glossary, a suggested reading list, and the aforementioned list
of books Dooley read while a prisoner of war.

In summary, we are extremely fortunate that Dooley’s
words are available to the public due to the generosity of the
Dooley family and the diligence of Jerry Cooper. The result
is a volume which is a tremendous addition to the body of
knowledge. It may have taken some 70 years to add to this
body, but readers will find it was well worth the wait.



