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PREFACE

There are probably more islands in.tﬁe PACIFIC OCEAN than in'
all the other océans.combinéd. Hence our task of writing a report
"irmor In Island Warfar?" was not complicated by a lack of islands,. i
There were, however, ma?y problems which confronted us at the outsct.

In the first plaée; there are few graphic accounts of the em-
ployment of armor in the PACIFIC availabie.f.This is largely because

of the fact that tanks normaily suppotrted infanffy as individual

tanks, in groups of two to four, or by section or platGOni Such

enployment precluded detﬁiléd accounts of tank dction in the After
Action Reports submitted by Tank Battalions; thé lowest level of
command required to Submit such fepprtéi -The Af@eﬁ Aéiioh Repo;ts
and Historioslwfitten-by infantry‘unité give a hodicuy of space to
dttached imitsi

The above is particularly true in the case of the Marine Corps
armored units.l No doubt there is ample material available within
the archives of the Corps; however, it was not availéble to this

comnittee since we were not located near the archive’'s, Accordingly,

we suggest that this report be enlarged upon with a view towards

making it more complete as regards Marine Corps armored units.
Anéthcr probleﬁ Whiéh confrontéd us was that our mission was
so broad that,sbecificvébjectives had to Ee designated‘béforé we
could begin the basiclresearcﬁ, After reading ouréelves into the
history of the ?ACIFIC War, ngwere able to come up with th?ee pos-

sible solutions to the problem:
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1. ,To research one tank battalion throughout its bperation
in the PACIFIC.

25' To research the ténk action on one island.

3. To compile a research report and mép study of all £ank
action in the PACIFIC.

Solution Number 1 was discarded when it was found that only two
tank battalions were employed on more than one island.

Solution Numbef 2 was discarded when.it was found that, except
for LEYTE,. LUZON, and OKINAWA, there were rio islands on which tanks
were empioyed in largé numbers., Tﬁese three:iSlandé are speeifié
cally covercd in'oiheé research féborté written by éﬁﬁdeﬁﬁ committees
of The Armoéed.School.

Solution Number 3 was adoptédi Wevlimited the sﬁuay, howeVé},
to separate hrmy Tank Batbalions and Amp%iﬁio&é fahk Bat%alions, and
the Tahk Battaliohs organic to the s;x Marine Divisions. Other
armored units did participate in the war inbthe.PACIFIC Area, such.as
separate tank companies, tank group heédquarters) armored units
organic to divisions and various .marine amphibious units. The opera-
tions of thése uhits, however, were not.sufficiently docunecnted to
be suitable subjécts for this report.

The report i§ assembled for easy reading. Each chapter covers
a E?@up of.islénds, For each island discussed, there‘is‘a‘shoft*
description of the terrain, followed by a description of the overall
operations on thé.island and, finally, a section describing tank

action, Following each chapter are the maps pertaining to that
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chabter. These maps, when uqfolded, lie just to the right of the
page you are reading, giving a handy picture to aid in following the
operations. At the back of this paper is a map of the PLCIFIC OCEAN
Area with which the paper is concerned. On this map arc shown the
islands on which tanks were employed with a list of the units par-
ticipating in the action on each island. This map is a sister.to
that prepargd by The Armored écho§l'entitléd “A;mored Divisions in
the E.T.O.".

Your attention is iﬁvited €o Appéndik 1; ”iéiands On Which Tanks
Did Not Participate"i ih ﬁhis ﬁppendix are listed all those islands
in the PACIFIC with which American Troops were concerned but on which
tanké did not take part in the action,

Suggestions and coyrection; to this paper are foquested'and
will be warmly welcomed; Please forward them to the ﬁesearéh and

Evaluation Division; The Armored School, Fort Knox; Kentuékyi

The Authors
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- CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Scope and Purpose of Report

This is a research report furnlshlng a compllatlon of the em~
ployment of American armored un:Lts in the PACIFIC OCEAN Area durlng

World War II; A1l PACIFIC Campaigns are covered -- from the Japenese

. invasion of the PHILIPPINE Islands in 1941 through the RYUKYUS

Islands operations in 1945i

The étndy of armored units in the island warfare in support of
infantry units embraces both Marine Corps and Army Field Force tank
elemente; The report consiSte of two parts:

i: A summary ef each island action giving the £errain
analysis, the sitiabion and hissiohs of bhe uhite participating and‘
the employment of armored units in support of infantry 1nclud1ng any
spe01al problems encountered 1nsofar as armor was concerned.

2. A map of the PACIFIC CCEAN Area on which is depicted
each island where armor was employed, . |

The Batele-of the Pacific was pfimarily an air-infantry battle.
Armor was employed only in minor units -- a platoon supporting an
infantry company or battalion, It was a campaign of small advances
by small 1nfantry ‘forces supported elther by a platoon or a sectlon
of tanks., Only in a few instances were armored units used in bat-
talion strength. The infantry nature of the Pacific Campaigns has
resulted in.the study of efmor through the study of infantry. It

is, therefore, necessary to view the entire Battle of the Pacific —-

1



where the infantry operatéd and what they did ;-‘to appreciate the
armored actions involved, |

Armored units found that the rugged terrain, jungle and weather
conditions were the‘most restraining influences éncountered, greater
than the Japanese defenders in most instances. An appreciation of
the terrain and Weather is vital to thé properAundérstanding of ar-
mor's problems. The terrain studies.includedbin each chaﬁtef should

be given careful consideration.,

General Background, Pacific War

During the greater part of 1941, the undeclaréd.war betweeﬁ
JAPAN and the Nationalist Governhent of CHINA contihued, apparently
apart from the European conflict. The Japanese; with the concurrence
of the VICHY Go%efnmenﬁ of FRANCE, took oVef iépofﬁant bases in | ‘
FRENCH iNDOdCﬁINA and iatef; to all ititents and pufposés, completed
the occupation of that rich dountry. In CHINA itself, the Japanése
operations were limited to minor campaigns in HUNAN Province,and to
extensive aerial activity. |

.Then, on December 7, 1941, in the midst of peacé discussions
with the‘UNITED STATES, JAPAN struck at'several widely separated
points, Jépanese.bombers scored heavily in a surprise.attack on
PEARL HARBOR, the great United‘Statés’s%epping'stoﬁe“in the line of
communicationé to the Far East, Likewise, Jaﬁaneéeltroops launched
a seriés of invasions against HONGKONG, THAILAND, MAYLAYA éﬁd the
PHILIPPINE Iélands of LUZON and MINDANAO, (Map 1)

2



(.0

. Possibly the heaviest blows were struck in the_PHILIPPINES?

The paralyzing blow deelt‘American naval hower at‘PEARL HARBOR’im-
mobilized the United States Pacific Fleet and dashed all hopes of
sending supplies and reinforcements to the troops in the PHILIPPINESt

On the morning of_December 83'19Ll (December 7 in PEARL HARBOR), |
at'3:30 A.M., a flash was received that PEARL HARBOR had been attacked.
Thls message was 1mmed1ately transmltted to the Admiral of the Fleet
who took steps to dlsperSe the fleet and otherw1se protect its ele-
mentsi ‘At 12 OO hoon that day, elements of the Air Corps in the
PHILIPPINES were baught on the ground by a strong Japanese air
attack_and.thgs the chance fof & stccessful defense of the Islands wss
lost at the start, |

The Japanese attacklng planes Were 1ocated by radar as they
came south off the west coast of the PHILIPPINES untll opp031te
MANILAa They-then turned at rlght angles atid cime inh to deliver the
blow thab destroyed ths offefisive porer | 48 Well ab cripbiihe the
defensive power, of the United States Air Forée;

iAs a result of these attacks, the Japanese immediately won both

naval and air supremacy. Now, practically immune from aerial or
naval attack the Japahese started to invade the PHILIPPINES and
poured.troops onto the 1sland of IUZON (2p 2)

The 1n1t1al,Japsnese.landlngs at APARRI, LEGASPI and other
points sosth and east of LUZON were unOPPOSed; The first landing
that was opposed took piace at LINGAIEN.: Here the Japanese, avoiding

the good landing areas, came ashore over poor landing beaches,
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They used a peculigr formation in that the transports ééﬁe into
LINGAYEN Gulf within ZOOO.Yards of the shore under the support of
navgi fire from warships farther off shore. This landing was opposed
principally by artillery, Effective artillery fire was déliv§red

against the landing boats énd transports; After suffering rather

. heévﬁ casualties, the Japanese forced thei?llandihgs and béganythe

drive. for MANILA, The Fiiipino forces were neither strong‘eﬁéugh
nor sufficiently WéllLtféihed to do more,tﬁah delay the hostii;
adééhce. The decisive factor in this Japéﬁese success was théir
air superiority, . |

At the time of the initial strike by land on the PHILIPPINES
there were two taﬁk battélions assigned to the armed forces on the
islands. These tank ﬁattalions were the 1924 and the 194th ard ?hey
comprised the.Provisiénal Taﬁk»Group. Bééaﬁée of shbrﬁageé éf,high
explosi&e 37-mm ammunition} gésbiiné atid spafe pafts, tﬁeée tank
units édﬁid not be effectiveiy-employed. Considering the fact, how-
ever, that at tbis time tanks Qere new to our army, and that fféquently
commanders in the field did not fully understahd their employment ,
capabilities and limitations, the baitalions performed remérkably
well,

Principal employment of the tank units consisted of a delaying

 force wherein the units were moved from séctor to segtbr often holding

a defensive line of 25 miles with as few as 30 tanks, In this role

of a delaying forée, the tank units adopted the '"cherckerboard"

tactics of occupying successive positions in withdrawal, This permitted

,

°
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movement. of the main body of.defenders to the rear to prepare and
occupy hew defensive lines, .(Fof a more complete and detailed re-
port on ﬂhe above—named-tank battalions see "Research Report, Armor
on LUZON,“ ffepared by-Commiﬁtee_9, Armored €fficers Advanced Class,
The Armored School, 1950.)

By the end of December 19Al, two large Japanese armies which

had been’ landed on LUZON were converglng on MANILA in-a move to en-

.c1rcle the defendlng Amemcan and Flllpmo units. The American and

Flllplno forces eluded the trap, however, evacuated MANILA which

fell on Uanuery 12’,, 1942, and withdrew to the rugged and difficult

~terrain of the -BATAAN Peninsulag - Aithbugh the defenders were out-

numbered five to onej £hey held the jepanese at bay on the EATAAN
battleground for thiree mbnthsi_

Twelve weeks of ¢onstant figh%iﬁg_wieh ho eif suéport and‘againet
heavy odds exhausted the AmeriéadePilipino Army., On March 31, 1942,
the Japanese fofeed 4 breach in the BATAAN lines whils being supported .
by naval shellfire; Waves of Japanese shock troops poured through
the crumbling defenses and on April 9, the Japanese over-ran the
entire BATAAN sector.

Of the entire force of 43,000, about 36,000 were captured,
killed or wounded in this battle, Lieutenant General Wainwright
the Philippine: Force Commander; (he replaced General MecArthur who
had been 'sent to AUSTRALIA), with a force of about 7000 soldlcrs,
sajlors and marlncs, and about BOOO civilians, escaped from BATAAN

and fled to CORREGIDOR, This island fortress, however,.was completely
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cut off from aidi Jépaheée units stormed "The ROCK™ and took it in
an all-out assault on ng 6, 1942, With the fall of CORREGIDOR, the
Japanese‘had cohquered the last main resistance in the PHILIPPINES.

The fall of BATAAﬁ was caused principally by the exhaustion of
men produced by éontinuai fighting over a long period of time éom—
bined With a shortage of rationsi Inféhort,ldefeat came as a result
of reaching the physical 1imit of Bumén éﬁ&ﬁrgﬁéeé

The first Sﬁbéﬁéﬁtial Allied Offeﬁsive in £ﬁé ASiaﬁié Theatet
of operatioh§ after the outbreak of the wéfvobchrfe& oh Aﬁgust 75 1945
with the invasion of the SOLOMON ISLANDSi In subsequent. chapters
'the actions of armored units intolved ih the c0me-back up through

the 1slands Will be dEplcted by maps and brlef explanaﬁlons.









QII’.

CHAPTER 2
THE SOLOMON‘ISLANDS CAMPATIGN
 smomion I
General

~

On July 2, 1942, the U, S, Joint Chiefs of Staff ordered allied
Forces in the PACIFIC to mount a limited offensive to halt the
Japanese advance toward the line of communication from the UNITED

STLTES to AUSTRALIA and NEVW ZEALAND, ' At the same time the UNITED

"STATES was committed to a program for building up forces in the

UNITED KINGDOM to launch an offensive in EUROPE in 1942 or 1943.

There were then available so few warships, tfahsports and cargo

ships, so few tirained troops and so few weapons and'supplios, that

any offensive in the PACIFIC for which the UNITED STATES would have
to provide most of the forcesAwguld necessafily be.limi£ed in scale.
Yet~it.wés CSseh%ial to halt thé Japidese who Wete ther moving ever
ﬁoaféf to the flank of the tghagus line of communications. The
Joint Chicfs! decision of July 2d led to a long, grim struggle for
the possession of GUADAICANAL, an island in the remote BRITISH
SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE which was not spécifically named 1n the

orders.issued by the Jéint Chiefs. -

‘Terrain ' ? S
The SOLOMON ISLANDS (Map _1_) are'_:'m the southern PACIFIC OCELN,

northeast of AUSTRLLIA, cast ef NEW GUINEAL and between the NEW |

HEBRIDES ISLANbS and the BISMARGK-”ARCHIPELAGO. The islands constitute

"7 .
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s e . : : L . ” .
a mountainous double chain. There are seven large islands and in=-

numerable smaller islardds in the group ,,Whic,hvi,ogc;upie_s an area.-ap- - -

proximately 900 miles\long from BUKA to the SANTA CRUZ GROUP, and 400

' miles-wide. from ONTONG JAVA to RENNELL ISLAND. The largest and

principal islands, however, form a double chain and arc not more

than 700 miles‘Wide.

£

. SECTION II
. : o
GUADALCANAL, TANAMBOGO, GAVUTU, TULAGI
" Terrain

GUADALCANAL ISLAND (Map 3) is approximately 90 miles long and

'2§'milés wide at thé widest pointi Along iﬁs southern coast, jagged

mounthins rise précipitously from the shore line, reachihg a heighf'

- of 8000 feet. The northern slopesj densely wooded, give way abruptly

to rolling fbothiiisl Finger-like #idges rcach into the flat coastal

plain that extends‘along the north side of the island.. Séattered
throughoht the high'jungle foothills are numerous clearings covercd
with thick, high, toﬁgh—stemmed grasses., At-freéﬁent'intervals;
streams and rivers, originating in the foofhills, flbw»té'the coasﬁ.
Some bcgomeApidal lagoons flanked by heavily ovérgroﬁn‘swaﬁps.
Others, notably‘the‘LUNIH\and'the'TENARU, ére swift streams, flowing
in relatively'firm ground and offering fording sites. The thick
jungle made travel, exce?t'aiong the rare native trails)‘an impos-

sibility, save at the cost of painfully slow cutting'fhrough masses

”‘Qf'yines and\greepers. ‘The one. road on GUADALCANAL ran from

8
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KOKUMBONA to TAIVU POINT skirting the shore line all the way.. The

J

Mdesamaxmdopgmw@uﬁihngmmysmmmyfmm%mGWQwrlhmgﬂrww

In many places, cbral reefs extend from the shore for scveral miles,
making coastal traffic hazardous except for thc boats with the
1igh£est.draft...lt was the broad level coastal plain of the nortﬁ
coast of GUADALCANAL that offered terrain suitable for the construc-
tion of large airfields, In the LUNGA area the Japancse weré hard
at work buildihg the airfield that American Marines later named
HENDERSON FIELD.

About 20 mllos north of GUADALCANAL lie TULAGI GAVUTU TANAB

BOGO and other smaller islands tOgether with the much larger FLORIDA

Island. Thcy bound tho adJOlnlng harbors of TULAGI and GAVUTU

GAVUTU Island, a mile and three—quarteﬁs to the cast of TULAGI,
is connected‘W1th TANAMBOGO by & y tone causeway. These two 1§lands
form the western side of G4VUTU ﬁa&bor where thé Jepanese had de-
velo?ed a Seaplaﬁe basbL LT | |

Prlof to our landing,. 1ntelllgence reports had ostlm&ted the
number of Japanese on TULAGI as approx1mately 800 and those on
GAVUTU—TANAMBOGO about lOOO.. This estimate proved to be’correct,

On GUADALCANAL, however, only 1900 Japanese were prescnt, concentrated

‘between the KUKUM and the mouth of the TENARU River, in contrast

to intelligence estimates .of three to five thousand., fibout 1000 of

the 1900 were labor troops of inferior,quality;
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General.Situation

The invasion force, numbering 19,5L5 men, sortied in 17 trans-"

ports from WELLINGTON on July 22, 1942, To strengthen his two-

regiment division, the lst, General<Vandegrift had bcen given, as
additional £roops, the 2d Marines of the 2d Marine Division, the 1lst
Raider, lst_Parchute; thé 3d Defenée Battaiioﬁ, and other special
troops. | |
 The immediate objectives to be seizeéd and héld by the expedi-
tionary forces were: A
l. the TULAGI;GAVUTU—TANAMBOGO a%ea, the iargest and best-
developed anchorage in the southefn SOLOMOﬁéQ
2. the nearly tompleted airficlds ohAGUAﬁALCAﬁZL;
There was ho opposifion when the lst Marine Diviéioh landed on
GUADALCKNAL the morning of August 71 The Japanesc had been surprised
at breakfast by the naval Bomba?ément and had fled to the hills.,

That day, intelligence reports now show, there werc no more than

1900 Japardese on GUADALCANAL and 1000 of these were laborerse. The

°

assault ane of the lst Division (two battalions of the 5th Mafinei
landed ab%east) sent up "landing unopposed" flares at 0942, thirty
minutes after they wadgd ashore on what seemed torbe a dqgertcd_island.
The larding had achieved surprise, a surprise with a high value
to the é&entual success of thevcampaign. It gave’thg 1st Division
time to get some of their awkwardly loaded supplies off the ships
and it gave them.practically unopposed possession of the airfield.
A simﬁltaneously conducted opération under the comménd of
Brigadier General William Rupertus, Assistant Division Comhander; on

10



the adjoining islands of TULAGI, GAVUTU, and TANAMBOGO was not going

so well, On TULAGI, the Japanese gave the Marines their first lesson =~

 in night attacks and infiltration.

The: lst'Raidcr Battalioﬁ, a rugged and intensely trained unit,
Wént ashore onvthé northwestern tip of 4000 yard long TULAGI'OH the
morning of August 7, and, meeting no resistance, deployed from shére
.to shore. of the island and pushed southeast, parallel to the ridge
that épines two~thirds of the island., On August 8, the next dey,
two companies of the Zh Marines flanked the ridge, éuccessfully
attacked at 1500, end secured the island,

The Japs oh G..VUTU and TANAMEOGO fought from the cave hillsides
and the same bi%tér fighting as Wés exper&edéed on TULAGI ensued.
Lfter fighting the Japé With kni&es and bayoﬁéts, moppingup was
completed on fhe 9th. .

August 9 wds to have more fateful implicatiohs than the mopping-

up of a tiny iéland. Lt 0200, a Japanese Néval Task Force, whose
siée is even tséay not known, slipped‘undetectgd into the waters off
GUADALCANAL, and in 13 minufes left the cruiser Astoria a bélpless
cripple that later sank; the Chicago badly damaged,‘éndithe Canberra
and Vincennes sinkiﬁg.

The 1st Marine Divisioh was now stranded on GﬁADALCANAL.n The
supply convoy, with badly-nceded‘supplies still aboard, left the
area along with the remain&er of the task force.

Hope for an offensive égainstAthe Japénese on GUADALCANAL was.

abandoned., Instead of pushing ahead and.conquering quickiy the small

11
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static perimeter around the airfieldi - #Although the Japanese mounted ,

try again. ‘ | : s

n

garrison that was on the island when they landed, Marines set up a

four major offensives, the Marines. successfully defended the airfield
until mid-November,

Dufing these major offenéivcs, deneral'Vandefgrift finally
obtained some much-nceded help;‘ The 3d Division's 7th Marines,
comma nded by Colonel James Wi Webb and the Army's 164th infantry,
feached’GUADALCANAL on October 12-13, l@hZa

The reinforcements gave’the 1st Marine Division a force large
enough to strike out in two offcgsives for widening the perimeter
toward the, west and the MATANIKAU B’i\reri |

Thc first of thesc‘Marine offehsiveé; l;unched Septémber‘ZB,
ended in the'oﬁly Ameriééh d?féat 55 GUADALCANAL, The second of fen—
si;}e- '(octobqr'éulo) s .wr'es‘\t’ed»the east bank of the MATANIKAU from thé
Japanese without major opposition. ﬂ

Plans for the }elief of the 1lst Marine Division were under way;
but it began to look as if there would be .another battle before the
badly-sﬁattefed andeeakened‘outfit could leave, The Japanesc were
coming dgain. They counted on bringing in s0 large'a'forqé this time_
that they coqld not beé dénicd. This calculation for a November of-
fensive failed' because thqy;did not take'into accouﬁt ﬁhe American |
N;vy which had, by this time, lickéd*ité wounds and was’ ready to
The American Navy, assisted by'thevﬁir Fofce on HENDEESON FIELD,

smashed the Japsnese Navy in a 'series of actions between November 11

(3
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and November 15, and ended the threat of a major November offen-
sive, .
There were no mére méjor ground actions on GUADALCANAL while

the 1st Marine Division was there. The Division compléted evacuation
on ﬁécemﬁef 9, On this date; General Vandergrift turned his command
over to Major Génerallﬁlexander Patch, ﬁSA, Commandihg General of

the Americal Division., With the Japanese unable go attack,'Geheral
Patch judged the time ripé to inaugurate the offensive which was to
drive them from the isi&nd forever,

The Army's 25th Infantry Division arrived in mid—anuary. By
fhis time, the high-ranking Japanese officers and the‘formidable
force which had\been reported to be on tﬁe island had been ovacuafed
to BUIN and.RABAUL. Organized resistance ‘on GUADALCANAL had

1

ceased, N

Tanks in fAction.

24 Marind. Tank Battalion. The 24 Marine Tank Battalion, ;Sart
of thé 2d Marine Division, supported the Marines in this action.
Tank warfareiin this campaign was very limited because of lack of
roads, poor trafficability and jungie. |

Armored warfare, typical of this campaign,. can best be‘described
in the battle for TANAMBOGO. The 3d Battalion, 24 Marine Division
was given the mission of securing'TANAMBOGQ and the flank éf the
forces on GAVUTU;‘ The battalion'commande; decided . to send one

company , less‘its weapons platoon, reinforéod with two light tanks..

\

13



.\

from Company -C, 2d Marine Tank Battalion, to the north end of
TANAMBOGO for an amphibious landing.. It was a good plan and it worked
but it was not an easy way to take TiNAMBOGO,

-eesThe Tank commander drove his two light eggshell
monsters inland, screaming Japs ran at the tanks
with pipes and crowbars to jam the treads,
Sweeney's guns were all going and so werc the guns
of his companion tank, but there was a painful
lack of room to maneuver, Rising from the turret
to reconnoiter, Sweeney took a bullet through

the head., The tank stalled and the crewmen fought
their way out of it against Japs who werc swing-

- ing knives and pitch forks, Meanwhile the other
tank was stuck: between two Coconut Palms, Its
trapped crew was confronted by an cquglly horri-
fying attack with gruesome trimmings. The Japs
fired the tank with gasoline and set upon the
desperate Marines with knived and bayonets, Two
Marines died and two bthers survived severe bUrns
and multiple knife wounds, But the nhext day thc
bodies of forty-two Japs were. coun&cd within tho
sweep of the.bufned tahk's gunsdaii.

In attacking the GIFU position on GUADALCANAL, ‘tanks were made
available to thg 2d Battalion, 38th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division.
These tanks greqtly simplifiod_breaking the‘enémy lines, Thfee. |
MarinevCorps iight ﬁanks, manned by soldiers from the 25th Divi-
sion's Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, started up the jeep trail
toward MOUNT ALUSTEN's 1514-foot crest (see map). Two tanks broke
doWn,‘but the third reached the top’ .As the tank drew ncar the GIFU
bosition, infantrymen fired mortars and machine guns to drown out
its sound, then cut down trecs to permit the tank to approach the
Japanese front lincs.,

Supported by 16 infantry@én, ﬁhe tank drove into the northeast

. _ .
part of the GIFU Line at 1040 on January 22d, It pulled up close to

1
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three pillboxes and destroyed them with 37-mm high-explosive shells,

The Japanese soldiers‘wererdestroyed with canistér and machine gun
fire. Turning left (south), the tank broke out through the east end
of the GIFU Line. At 1500 it made one more attack against the north
side of the GIFU pdsition and destfoycd-five more pillboxés. This
one tank, ih a few hours, had torn a hole in an enemy line that had
withstood infantfy assaults for a month,

Even thoqgh thé jungle hampered ﬁheif vision and freedom of
manecuver the tanks proved effective in this operatién. They were
safe,‘however, only when clbsely employed'witﬁ.ihfantry. Light tanks,
the only kind of tanks used on GUADALCANAL, Were vulnerable to enemy

3

gunfire; medium tanks would_have proved more satisfactory.
SECTION IIL
'BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND
Terrain

BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND (Map L), northwest of the SHORTLAND Islands,
extends from the northwest to the southeast for a diétance of 120
milés and averages about LO miles in'width. ‘Twoamoﬁntain rangos,»tha
EMPEROR and CROWN PRINCE ,'_'make up most of the Island's mass. Tﬁe
EMPEROR Range do@inates*the northern half-pf the Island, This range,
with an ele&ation of about 5000 feet, runs almost due north and south
and is capped by MT BALBL' an active volcano » 10,171 fect high. it
about ﬁhQ center of th@ Ia1and, the mountéiﬁ chain bends to the south-

east becoming the CROWN PRINCE Range. - Thefe are several peaks in
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-this range between 6000 and 7000 feet high. This latter range

deecreases in elevationrne@r‘itsAsoutheastern end, terminating at -
CLPE FRIENDSHIP, The mountain areas afe heavily forested. A.large
lowland extends southwestward from the base of the CROWN PRINCE Range
for a distance of betwoen‘lé and 20 miles to the coast. This lowland
is covered with tropical rain forest, secondary forgst,Goeoénﬂhtmees
and native gardehs. A narrow coastél lowland extends along the

western side of the Island, interruptéd only at PURNLTA by hill spurs

“from the Central Mountain Chain. There are several coastal lowlands

on the eastern coast that are smail and separated by hill spurs.
North of KIETA, the CROVN PRINCE Range recedes somewhat from the
coast, leaving a well-watered, flat, waste region. Theré is a

considerable area of low rblling land hear the northcrn end of thé . '

“Island con51st1ng of ralsed coral rldgest B s£eep cliff b“cks the

shore 1line around bhe northérn end of the Island and extends southward

down the east coast.

‘General-Sitﬁation

‘In September 1943, preliminary plans were formulated for the

_seigzure of a position on BOUGAINVILLE from which aircraft could

operate to neutralize RABAUL and from which the éupply line from that
base to the enemy's airfields and naval bases in the BUIN area could
be cut, ’

The task of seizing CAPE TOROKINA region was assigned to the

First Marine Amphibious Corps, commanded by Lieutenant General

klexander A. Vandergrift at the time of the operation. After the
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landing, he was relieved bvaajor»Genefal Roy S, Geiger, in order to
return to the UNITED STLTES to become Commandant- of -the Marine Corps.” ™

A diagram of the 1lst Marine Amphibious Corps task organization

_3d (NZ) Div

follows:
1 MAC
~ Northern Reserve - Southern
Lttack Force ‘ : Attack Force .
| — T gth Brig 4p,
‘3d Mar Div 37th Inf Div USA '

ko -;Lr il

On Septembeﬁ 27th, the mission of the 3d Marine Division was’
announced: to land.in ‘the vicinity of CAPE TOROKIN:., EMHPRESS
AUGUSTA Bay and to séize, occupygénd defend an initial ‘beachhead

. (to include PURNAT: Island and TOROKINA Island) between the LaRUMO
and TOROK IN/ Rivérs, The beéchhead was to extend approximately 2250
yards inland from C/.PE TOROKINA.

The New Zealanders and parachutists wefe'assigned special~mis4
sions directly related to the BOUG/iINVILIE operation, yet not con-
nected witﬁ the actual 1anding on'Octobe; 27, Four days before D-Day,

“the Brigade, reinforced with some US Forces, made an assault 1and1ng
on the enemy-held TREuSURY Islands, 65 nautlcgl miles southeast of
mﬂPRESS AUGUSTA Bay. This operation had’a dual purpose:-.to serve as
a feint to disﬁrac£ thc enemy from our main purpose, and to neutralize .

[{ ), R
' "' a.potential threat to our line of communications. The New Zealanders .
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met éonsiderable resistance in that difficult terrain but had suc-

ceeded in securlng the entire area by November 12,

' D-Day was set for November 1, 1943, H-Hour for 06h5. The convoy
reached the.transport area off shore without notable incident and
loaded the assault troops into the landiné craft.

For the initial landing, the 2lst lMarines were in Division Re—
serve, and the 37th Infantry Division was in Corps Reserve, The |
assault éroop§'consisted of the 3d~Marines, 9th Marines-and Raider
Regiment less one bét@alion.

" From the initiai lanéings until the end of Marihe Corps pafﬁi—'
cipation, the story of BOUGALINVILLE is one of a beachhead gxaandlnb7
slowly and inexorably against haturé and the Japanese, Within this
beachhead, Engineers and Seabees struogleﬂ to make usabl gnd livgolé
as gnpromls;ng an area as could be found in the entire PnGIFiCi

~\The‘japanese did make one abérti§é'a£ﬁehpé't§ throw out the

invaders. In many Pespects, this was reminiscent of their operaticns

on GbADALCANAL. They miscalculated our numbers and position and

frittered awgy their trbops by failing to cbordiﬁate their attacks,
This offens1ve if that tltle is Justlfled, broke 1nto two
phases which became kndwn as the KORO”OKINn LuGOON and PIVA TRaIL
engagements, |
The first elements of the Army'S'37tﬁ bivi;iohfhad arrived on
November 8, "is the érriv;l of the remainiﬁg eieménts braught it up
o ‘ A

to strength, this Division was assigned the westérn half of the beach—

heaq as a zone., This move greatly facilitated dé&elopmeht of the
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.perimeter by allowing the marines to concentrate their full str@ngth
#o the righﬁ whére the heaviest.resistanceuwas béing met .,

After bitter resistaﬁce, ﬁhe enem& withdrew and set up defensive
positions in ﬁhe hinterlénds'beyond the range of our artillery., It
did not seem to enter Lhe enemy's mind that we had gained all that
we wante? of that inhospitablé island., The permanent perimeter was
dug in by December 10, The offensivé:phase of the BOUGAINVILLE
~.operation was over, On March 24th, after a final assault by the

enemy, his power on the Island was broken.

Tanks in Action

The 3d Marine Tank Battalion was the tank unit which partici-
pated in this campaign, Those elements of the tank battalion which
landed, acted for the first few days as scouts and reconnoitered
terrain over which they would bé. rcquired to fight.

During the battle of COCOANUT GROVE (see map)‘a platoon of five
medium tanks of the 3d Marihe Tank Battalion Were.in support of the
2d Battalion, 21st Marines. ks the tanks moved out, they became
confused and fired into our own tfopps, ,In‘addition; SeVeral
marines were run over by tanks.l‘L 'The.tgnks, less tw§ damaged by
enemy weapons, were ordered té return to an assembly position in
reserve, |

On one occasiop, two tanks ﬁere,u§ed to support the attack of a
rifle platpbn, but because of thick juhgle and_swgmpy trails, the

.tanks were qnable'to do more than evacuate woundedgs'
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~ some light tanks attached, reduced a roadblock by hitting it in the

On another occasion, the 3d Battalion of the 3d Marines, with

flank. This position was a covering position for the main Japanese

X 6
defense line east of PIVA,

: Summagy

Tanks were used in close‘support~of the Marine Battalions, buﬁ_

. because of the limited area_for-maneqver, lack of roads, and the

‘nature of the terrain, their use was’restricted.' In spite of these

restrictions, however, the tanks pfoved to be effective when suitabiy
émployed. It was aopurcnt early in the opergtlon that close teamwork

between thc infantry and thc tunks wak nbceSSarvi Bed&uSe of soife

- unfortunate experlences-of control, it was soon found that»@iDSe

COO.rdinétion and communications were ¢888htial in the development of
a smooth tank=ififantry teami

\
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CHAPTER 3
NEW GUINE/ AND BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO
SECTION I |

NEW GUINEA

-Terrain

NEW GUINE. (Map 5) is the second largest island in the world,
With the SOLOMON ISLANDS it virtually commands the northern approaches
to the vital eastern and southeastern maritime fringe of the

AUSTRALIAN continent. Rugged interior terrdin and lack of major

‘developed facilities increase its qualities as a defensive barrier;

s e L o N ke
conversely, various positions along the Boast and on the off<«lying

islands offer air bases and harbors eithér for operations analnst
RABAUL br for hostile movenent agalnst hUSTRﬂLLx.

Sixty-five percent of NEW GUINEL is over 2000 geet~§n elevation
and it haé some of the ﬁbéb veried lan? surface of any area of its
size in the world, Thrée(mein typee of surface are found here:
central mounfain ranges;.interior high level river basins betwecn
the mountaln ranges, anﬂ two large 1ow1and areass The eentral.part
of the area,’comeriSing well over half of the totai land area is;_

high, rugged and isolated. The high ihterior'valleys are perhaps

,the best sites for human habitation, but they are limited in extent -

and are isolated. The two lbwland.areas, which include the SEPIK-
RAVWEE lowland on the nerth and the ELY RIVER lowland on the south-

west, are wet, unhealthy and have many jungle swamps and jungle
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vegetation, From a military point of view,‘the interior is.a bar-

rier to be avoided or to be crossed as quickly as possible.

GeneralTSituation

Japanése forces landed on northern NEW GUINEA on January 23,

1942 with the purpose of making the Island an advance base and

staging ared for the invasion of AUSTRALIA., This seizure plaCeé the
Japanese within 500 miles of AUSTRALIA, This distance'snorteneé
as the Japanese advanced south to SALAMAU, LAE and BUNA in eafly
March,'a move that.placéd them within 100 miles of PORT MORESBX,
the largest.Allied'bése of NEW GUINEA,

Lfter éonsolidating their pcsitidns;on the horﬁheasterﬁ~Qoa§t;t

the Japanese started across the Island in July‘with a force of 2500

_men from BUNA to PORT MORESBY; Met by iustralian troops midway be-

tween ﬁhe’tﬁo townsy %ﬁe Jépahese.were halted, held in poéition for
several monthE; and findily drivén'back tghgbelcoaét in mid-Novembers,.
This was the end of the Japenese advance against AUSTZALIA. Fighting
was to qohtinue.in this area until ﬁhe end of the war but the

Japanese were never again able to threaten AUSTRALIA so strongly.

Coan

_GONA. and BUNA fell to the allies in December 1942, and January 1943

respectively, and we now had a beachhead on the northern coast of

1 .
NEW GUINEA, -
No history of the war in the PACIFIC can be complete without

a summary of the continuous war that was weged on the:ISland 5f\

NEW GUINEA. Through June and July of 1943, the Allies pushed north

v
v e
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through the jungles. towards SAﬁAMAU; ‘This was a élow, costly.
advance:, On the night of June 30-July 1, & new method of attack was
started.s An~amphibioﬁs landing was made near MUBO to cut off the
Jabanese north of BUNA,‘ This was followed on September LtH by.a
1ahding east of LiE, on September 23 by a landing near FINédHAFENe

which not only isolated the‘troopé south of that point, but pushed

-north, exerting an everincreasing pressure on the enemy. By February
f105 1944, this force, mostly Australian,vhad seized SAIDOR 4hd on

" ipril 23d had advanced to MADANG, It was at this time that the

large operations started along the NEW GUINEA coast when, on April
22, a thfee—pronged mphlblous landlng was made far to the northWest,A

Two United States re*lments landed north of ATTAPE 1soiat1ng the

headquarters of the Japanese Eighpeen@h irmy at WEWAK, Simultaneously,

two American DiViéions landed on both sides of HOLLsNDIA, still

further northj and éqized the three airfields in that vicinity.

There was bitter fighting, especially in the vicinity of AITAPE and -
WEWAK, and many Allied units wereAcommittea in tﬁat'area, becoming
"battle-haraened" and moving on to other fields of action. It was
not until June 1945 that the WEWAY campaign could be con51der°”
ended, Meanwhile, on May 17, 1944, landings were made on WnKDE
Island and on the.mainland opposite the ISlaﬁd. These were fOIIoweH
by hops to BIAK ISLAND on Moy 22, to- NEOMFOOR ISLiND on July 2, to
SANSOPLR on July 30, and to MOROTAL ISL:ND on,September 15."Whlle
these landings set the. stage® for the 1nvus1on of the PHILIPPINES 1t

must not be assumed .that the .fighting was ended on NEW GUINEn
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Japanese were present in great numbers in the mountains and illied
troops were still committed to trying to contain them here when the
war ended: Once the beaches and airfields had been .seized, however,

the Allies were within 300 mileS-of the southern coast of the

PHILIPPINES and it was but a question of time until an invasion would -

be made in that‘country..2

Tanks in Action

As may be seen from the description of the terrain and the na<
ture of the action, there was little opportunity for the use of tanks
in these operationsy it was only in the vicinity of wITAPE that

tanks were used and they were of no great value. Company B, Ahtﬁ

Tank Battalion, was landed in the vicinity of AITAPE. Two days

after landing, a platoon of the company was committed in défeﬁse‘éf
the airfieid perimeter. This platoon supported the 103d Combat Team,
4,3d Divisiosn whose poéitioh was threatened by a Japanése advance from
the south, This Japanese force made several attacks in an attempt

to seize the TADJI Airfield; During these attacks, tanks were used
in groups of two or three tp support the infantfy; The Japanese
finally retreated. Thereafter, théAtanks were used in support of
patrols to fire on sﬁ;ll enemy groubs.consisting'of machine gun nests
set up to harass our troops. August 25th saw the-tanks withdrawn
from action and assembled in the vicinity of AITAPE to ﬁrepdre for

action in other 'operz;tions.3
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SECTION II
NEW BRITAIN
Terrain
NEW BRITAIN (Mép 6), ﬁhe largest island of the BISMARCK ARCHI-
PELAGO, lies directly east of NEW GUINEA and is quite mountainous,
with the maximum elevation near 7500 feet. There are no large
mountain ranges, rather the island cqnsists of abjuﬁble of more-of-

less isolated volcano peaks, Low flat land is rare. The Istand is

drained by short streams, many of'which'arevswampy near the mouth,

Tropical forest is the dominant vegetation with some areas of Kunae

Grass near ‘the western end of the'Island in the vicinity of CA4PE

GLOUCESTER..

General Situation ,

Japanése trosps had occupied NEnf BRIPAIN in sariy 1942 and

immediately begah to develop it as a supply and air base and a

.staging area to supply reinforcements to the neighbbring islands,

especialiy NEV GUINEs and GUADALCANAL.. With the exception of making
infrequent bombing raids on RABAUL,-the'largest settlement locatéd
on the norﬁheastefn tip of the Island, Allied forces had been unable
to institute much action against the Japanese stationed there.

After the Allies.éeized the eastern coast of NEW GUINE: in 1943,

the Japanese strengthened their forces on NEI BRITAIN and harassed

our ground and sea forces from the air. RABAUL itéelf was only

300 miles from our nearest air base. In addition, the Island contained
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five alrflelds w1th ohe as far west as the tlp of CAPE GLOUCESTER.
Neutrallzatlon of RABAUL and the caoture of the airfields on NEW

BRiTAIN became 1mpefat1ve if our operatlons 1n and from NEW GUINEA

. to the nhorth were to contlnue.

© 112th Cavalrx Regmen’oal Comba’c Team; Ori-December 15, 1943,

the 112th Cavalry R}aglmen’cal Gombat Tean idnded at AWE on the
southwestern coast of NEW BRITAIN. Their hiséion was to éeiié‘the'
airfield and then to push north and make & Junctlon Wl‘bh the lst

Marlne Division which was to land Jdater on the north shore of the

. Island. Landing w1th350me'd1ff1culty§ the Reglmental'Combat Team

moved inland and{captured‘thé airfield in six days. Strong eneny

' resistance forced the ilQﬁﬁ io»ﬁithdréw frbm the airfieldi Ahother

attack was launched and the alrfleld retakenz Eﬁeb&_fééis%ance
agaln forced the ll2th to w1thﬂraW¢ In this manner, possession of
the alrfleld passed back and forth several times. In.faét, it was
hot urtil the 112th was reinforced by the 158th Combat Team that
sufficient strength could be concenﬁrated ﬁo drive the Japanese
entirely from the airfield, With this task completed,vthe 112th
drove northward to make the juncture with;the marines, The advance
was sléw and the two forces did'not meet hntil'February._MAt no
time was there a strong line,estabiished édross the island.*

1st Marine Divisions The lst Marine Division had the main ef=-.

fort in this campaign. This Division, veteran of GUADALCANAL, was
ordered to bake_the'airﬁield on the northwestern éornermOf the

Island.and then effect a juncﬁion with the Arnmy troops on the southern
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part of the Island. Initial plans called for two landings on De-

‘Cember 26th on CAPE GLOUCESTER: one about six miles east of the

éirfield, the other southwest of the airfield., The landings east

d% the airfieiq were rade by the 7th and 1lst Marine Regiments (less

one battalion) supported by tanks of the lst Matine Tank Battalioni

~ These units were to pdsh westward to the objeéti%e while the 2d

Baftalion of the 1lst Marines made the landing south of the aiffield

" to intercept any fleeing Japanese, .

ihe wain landing east of the airfield was made virtuhlly e
bppdsed gftéf the Japaﬁése positions had been cbvered by naval escort
vessels and boribed bﬁ‘a‘flight of. 115 bombers, the largest single
air strike to date in ﬁhe theater. The beach a£ this poihﬁ was 0
Rarrow that, as one obSefQéf sﬁaﬁéd;

A tall ran could .lie with his head under cover of -
the vegetation and His feet in the water

Ch%tipg Lhroﬁgﬁ the iﬁi£i§i jdhéle growth, bulldozers hit the
rcad cOnSifd@ted b§ the Uapanese for the purpose of supplying the
aiffield; Here there was a narrow strip of dry land fifty to several
hundred yards wide; beYond that, juhgle anﬁ ankle-deep swarpe.

" Perhaps the nost important sinéié factor in this canpaign was
the weather, This,was the'MonsooA_Seaéon dgring wﬁiéh é single day'é
rainfall of 20 inches was not unusuai. One‘author giveé a &ery
graphic account of ﬁhe difficultiéé this wéaéher brésented the ;roopSa
«soThe Division could uée none bf its numerous trucks
in nud where even jeeps foundered and had to be hauled

out with winches; where artillery pieces were in above
the wheelhubs; where amphtracks were. the only neans of .

27



supply, Qnddwhere narlnes in their spotted jungle
clothlng'Were;wet to the skin the first night
and 4id not dry out for weeks, The little streans
were all torrents, Engineers and Seabees no
sooner set up.a bridge than it went out; cooks
at the galleys stood in water to tHeir Knees and
it was hot, hot, hotses ,
" The 7th Marires laAded first and drove inland with all Battalions
ébréqst and set up a defeh51§e line aﬂoroxlmately 1000 yards fron
shore. There was llttle resmtance. The ist Ifarino chlnent land-
ing in trace behind. the 7th, turned right (west) W1th th nmission
of seizing the airfleldi The lst Battallon, leading, ran into op—
%osition almost at oﬁééﬁ an exten31ve roadblock which fired 001nt
blank into the Marlnus and 1nfllct1np heavy caslialties, An amnuni-
tlon—carrylnr amphlblous tractor attackec the roadblock5 but becane
wedged between two trees anu before 1t ¢ould be extrlcated, Javadesé
attacked and k111e€ tWO of its th ree crow nenbers: Soon afterWdrds,
twO tuhks Whleh had Jusb iandcﬂ Wote dispgtcﬁeﬂ forwarfq and overran
the roadblobkx

Pdéhing forward through the jungles, the marines reached the
airfield on Decembef-é?, The sth Marine Regiment had been called~
for fron Division Reserve ana was cormmitted on the left of the lst
Marines., At 1506 hours, a coordinated attack was laﬁnched and by
nightfallg the airfield had been taoken, Japanese troops counterat-
tacked.twice‘the following day,but their last attaék was so costly,
that they withdrew from the field, |

Mearnwhile, the pémainder of the Japanese fnrceé had retired

under General Matsuda to an organized posltlon about three- NllCS
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soﬁth of the original landing beaches near a mountain known to the
marines as HILL 660, The 7th Marine Rogiment, with the 2d Battalion
of the 5th Marines attached, attacked this position on January 2,

19&L with four battalicné abreast, supported by two battalions of

~artlllery, one battallon of Enginecers, anhd some tanks of the 1st

Marlne Tank Battalion, The battle lasted until January lu when thﬁ

3d ﬁatfalion-finally sucéeeded in flanking the enemy p051t10n on

“HILL 660, This v1rtually completed the CAPE GLOUCESTER phase of

the NEW BRITAIN campalgn. *After two abortive Banzal charges in
small humbers, the Japanese began a w1thdrawal toward RABAUL,
~ After securing the p031tlons on CAPE GLOUCES ER, the marines

moved along the north coast of NE; BRITuIN in. short bounds attempting

‘to cut off the maih enemy forces. Thls actlon Wia hot suécessful

but by tho chd of February, our llnes bad moved o IB@Li about 60

‘miles east of the Gapet Oh March éth, 4 Hole Was made 57 miles

cast to the WILLAUMEZ PENINSULA by the 5th Marlnes. By March 9th,
the JapaneSe positions had been overrun and the Peninsula was in
our hands,

The NEV GUINEA cémpaign was termihétedAoffiCially on March 16,
It was estimated that 50,000 Japanese were yet on the,islaﬁd, but -
they were cut off Trom,supply'andifeinforcements and never inter-

fered with our operations to the west,

Tanks in sction

The 1st Marine Tank Battalion was the only armored unit engaged

in the NE! BRITAIN operation, Tanks 1aﬁded on DwDay immediately



behind the second wave of infantry and werc sent out at once in sup-
port of the lst Marine Reglment where they were used to overrun ;;
roadblocks, small pillboxes and strong points. Again, on the 28th
of December, thc tanks were called upon to charge one espec1ally
'strong pillbox that ‘was defended by artlllery. The tanks OVGrrah
both the artillery and the block. Tanks led the attack on the aira
fleld after an artillery preparation, and Wlthln a few hours, the
fleld was 1n possession of the merlnes.

On December 29th the Japanese occupied abandoned p051tlons od
the southeast edge of the‘alrfleld. gHere, in oné of the fiercest |
fights of the campalﬁn, a plgtoon of tanks, aided by the 2d Battalion;
5th Marlnes, in dr1v1ng thc JapanGSe back into the hllls.

In the strubgle for HILL 660, tanks c0uld do little in the
swampy bottoms and steep rldges of the cross corrldors. .Bulldozers
cub roads Behind the édvancing merines-and the tanks struggled
thfoughi On January 13; two light tanks were idetrumental in saving
a company of the 3d Battalion, 7th.Marines, that was pinned down \
on the side of HILL 660. The tanks managed to get into a position
to place direct fire on the -Japanese poeitions,‘thus freeing the
company . Ne further action was reported in the CAPE GLOUCESTER
campaigne | | |

‘During the landings on the WILLAUMEZ PENINSULA, novel use was
made of the tanks. ‘Therelwas no naval fire support; the Marines
‘braced the Sherman tanks in posiﬁion on ICMs and used them for

1

fire support for the landings;:
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Lfter the beachﬁéad had been established, tanks supported an
attack inland durmg whlch one tank was damaged by a magnetic mine,
In the struggle across the Pen:msula, there was little opportunity

for tank action and the campalgn closed without further commmttment

of the tanks.-s
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CHAPTER 4
THE GILBERT ISLANDS
SECTION I

General

. The strategic ;ituation in the fall of l9£§ was as follows:
in the North PACIFIC Theatef we had ousted theiJapanese from their
‘Eboﬁholds in the ALEﬁ&IANS; in the South PACIFiC the 3d Marine Divi4
sion was fighting in BOUGAINVILLE to complete the conguest of the
éQiOMONS. In two yeaféigf fighting we had yet to capture a single
pd&nt which the enem§ B&d not themselves -taken from us or one of our
kllies since the beglnning of the war.l .

Now the tlme had come to strlke in the Cehtral PACIFIC aiming
in general toward th b great enemy stronghold, TRUK. TARuWA was
Just the flrst of many maaor obstacles which muét Be teioved to
clear our Wayi THRAWA; Wwith ibs threeusﬁrlp alrflgld, elaborate
foffi%ibatibhs bristling with guns of all sizes and garrison.of
LOOO picked men stood as the bﬁtérmost bastion of the whole EAST 4iSIi
CO-PROSPERITY.S?HERE'and was a constant threat to our line of com~

munication with PEARL HARBOR.2

Terrain
THE GILBERT ISLANDS, . (Map 7), in the form of an irregular cres-
cent open to the northeast cross the EQUATOR seven degrees Wost of
‘- ~ the International Date Li;ic, Though remote from any large body of

land, the GILBERTS are virtually surrounded by other clusters of

/
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small islands. To the north lie.the-MARSﬁALLS; to the south, the

ELLICE Group; to the east, the PHOENIX Group; and to the southwest

~at a greater distanéé, the SOLOMONS. With the exception of TallilNA

"and NUKUNAU, the GILBERTS are atolls. Each atoll consists of several

- is present in most pla&ééi The vegetafipn éffb?dé good cover for

-

lohg, low and narrow;§§lets arranged along a mofé or less circular
Goral reef which enc13§es a lagoon. On the geéﬁérd side of these
atélls, a fringing ree% platform of coral eiﬁeﬁds outward for a
distance of about oneééﬁérter of a mile, Cécoanut Palms and Pandanus

trees grow nearly everywhere throughout ;heEéViSIands. Low scrub

AY
3

ground operations and some concealment from the airi & more débailed

qescripiion of TARAWA and MAKIN is échitained iH thé féilowiﬁg para-
gfaphé; | | |

-TARAWA Atoli is tfﬁ;ﬂgﬁiar ih éhéﬁe with points to the north,
sohtheésé and southi Frbm horth to south the atoll is approximately
2i milés lofig. The maximum width, at the south, is the same. The
northeastern énd southern sides of the atoll consist of a chain of.
islets of. varying sizes. Aiong the.lagoon side of each islet
there is a coral road. Water on the reef is so-shallow‘at half tide,
ﬁhat it is poséible.to g0 fr@m one islet to_another in no more than
waist-deep wa.r.{ing«. The western side of thg atoll ié largely submérged;
reefs with depgh of wéter v;riations,of from 12 to 60 feet, The
iagoon has,numerous:shallow areas:' Thé main ship entrance channel to
the lagoon is from the west about three mileé north of BETIO, An-

chorage is in 24 feet of water about three-quarters of a mile north
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of the islets, There is good anchorage outside the Atoll in 90 feetlj
of wéter one mile west oé BETIO Isle, Patches of coral with shallow
water over them are more numerous in the lagoons Whiéh have the

/.
quictest water. The islands of the main chain are all low, No one
of them rises over 15 feet high, Soils are sandy and are shéllow
everywhere, In many places, coral is exposed on the surface. Owing

to fﬁe small size of'the iélands and the porous nature of the soil

there are no streamsi

SECTION I
3 TAéAwA_
| Terrain
See SECTION T

denleral Jituation

" The opskatien for the GILAERT TSLANDS offehbive Was conducted
by %ﬁe v A@ﬁhiﬁiodé-Corps, a new command echelon containing both
Marine Corps and Army units, commanded by Major General Holland M,
.Smith. Two divisions were employed: the 24 Marine Division, and
the 27th Infantry Diﬁision.; The‘27th'was as yet untried in bettle.
Itsvobjective was lightly held MAKIN Island., To the Vetéran 24
Marine Division went the objective of‘TARAWA‘or;.more accurately,

.EETlo; the particﬁlar island of the TARAWA AfOLL where the Japanese \
‘had their airfield and had conceﬁt}ated their defense ihstallatidns.

BETIO is two and one-half miles long and 800 yards.wide-at the widest

‘point.

3l



On November 20th, the battle for TARAWA began in a ﬁre—dawn,‘
twilight with a salvo from the Japanese shore batteries, After our
big guns opened up, the coastal guns seized at SINGAPORE and trans—
ported to BETIO were reduced and silenced, Other, and smaller, shore
guns still remained active but the long~range Vickers were eliminated.3

A platoon of scouts-snipers from the 2d Marines were. the first
troops ashore, It was their job to secure BETIO;s long pier from
which ehemy-éhipéré_and maphiné gun crgﬁs, concentrated in this posi-
tion perpendicﬁiéf tb the beach; hobed_tp haraés and disorgaﬂiie'ﬁhe
unprotected flanks bf the 1andiné}teams{# |

.Thelfifst‘aﬁéauit wavés feacﬁéd tﬁe beach at the easﬁ end of the
pier. T&o miputés iétéf the second wave came in and five minutes
after that; %he‘éﬁi;a;'

Thé'fiféf whies of 1andihg boats ¥ah égfbﬁﬁé bn a féef_aﬁout 5C0
£0 1000 yards from tHe bedchi Hoatloadd of habihes had to sctafible
o?er the gunwales and wade into the beach with their rifles high
above their heads, Because of the staggering blows dealt the eneﬁy

by our navy and air power, few casualties were incurrec from enemy

~

fire. N

Later attack waves'encountered stiff Japaéese resistance, Thé
Japanese system of defense‘héd withstood the pre—invastion.pummelling
which left them with advantageous firing positions from which they
attempted to repel the marines, »Thevenemy communications, however,
were badly damaged, Cut off from iield command; they could only meet

the marines in pitched battle and fight for survival,5

\
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“MeE§ages wé£§ back from shore to ship to tell the high command
of £he desperateié&@htiﬁg on shore and to ask for needed reinforce-
Meﬁés.- The 1st Ba%falion of the 8th Marines went in early on No-
Yember 21, 1943, the second day of the battle. On that second Aay,
the entire 2d Marine Division was ashore. The attacking units Went
after one-man plllboxes, dozens of concrete forts, Japs in trees,
Japs in debris, Japs hldlng in tank traps ard Japs hiding everywhere.

- There was one Banza1 rush on the night of the 22d in the 6th
" Marines sector, butii? was repulsed. The attick continued over the
Atiny island 'and at 13f2 on the 23d of Novembeér, the baitle for BETI‘é
'Isle, TARAWA. nTOLL’ Was offlclally declared ended by Magor General
Jullan Cs Smith. -The battle for TLRAWA was one of the fastesh and

fiercest battles of World War I 4 lasflng only 76 hours;

Tanks in hction

'fh‘a 24 Marine Tank Battalion was the only tank unit that parti-
c¢ipated in the TARAWA operation. Because of the difficult terrain
and the ebstacles encounﬁered the tanks had poor ﬁrafficability.

Some Marine tanks got ashore across the reef early in the aftev—
noon of D-Day and did yeoman service from then on. These were the
General Sherman Medium Tanks, new to the Marlne Corps and wﬁose adap~
- tability to island flghtlng was regarded with considerable misgivings.
They proved their worth conclusively, however, as_they,contiqued to
do in subsequent operations, They easily knocked out thee;ighter
' tanks with which the’amany sought to oppose thegg and; while they did
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- not ﬁrov1de the final answer to the problem of destroylng heavy forti-

ficatlons, there cad be rio doubt they saved many llves.

. 45 the Marlnes moved 1nto thelr flnal offen51ve to destroy the
enemy's grlp, two Shennan tanks, the Colorado and Chlna Gal, with
Seven 11ght tanks, supported the 34 Battallon of the 6th Harlnes.

In a serles of supportlng bombproof shelters, most of BETIO's de-
tennlned defenders had gathered to make one last effort for the
Emperor. As the marlnes moved in, the Japanese in the blgbesb shelter.
suddenly broke from thelr cover and poured down the narrow exit

channeli An infantry Epoiter rapped hard on the Colorado's side and

‘the tank commander swuné His gun around and fired. It was dream shot,

L

pointsblank,_on the erupting §tream of humanity., They estimated

Coe : , ! 6
that 50-75 enemy troops were killed with this bowling ball shot,

SECTION III

e

Terrain

MAKIN ATOLL is roughly trlangular in shape with the base of the

trlanéle to the north The maximum easofwest length is 20 miles,
The northern and southern sidee of the Atoll are almost continuous
reef with ohree.passeges usable for shallow draft boats, On the reef
are several small islets‘betweeh which are several small-ship channels
to the lagoon, The best ship channel lies four and one-quarter miles

from the southern point of the Atoll, The lagoon is broken by many

patches of coral and reefs. Small islets crown several of these

| reefs. A good coral road extends the length of each of the two largest

isle%st
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Geﬁé?al Sieuaeien

The MAKIN operation wasjgﬁder,the direcfgon(ofvthe V &mphibious
Corps. The Corps consisted 6f the 2d Mé%ine‘Division and the 27th
Infantry Division. The 27th had ehe mlssion of securing MAKIN Island.7

The soldlers of the 27th DlVlSlon met a very dlfferent reception
on MAKIN than the Marlnes had encountered on TARAW nctually, they
landed earller, owing to the poétponement of the TARAWA invasion H-Hour,
The MAKIN 1nvas19n beganvatEOBBO on D-Day, The assault combat team
consisted of the 165th Infantry reinforced,'together with one platoon
of the v Anphlblous Corps' Reconnalssance Company. The objective

for this team was BUTUARITuRI Island the princ1oai strohghold of the

Atoll. The 1st and 31 Battailons hit the southWesterh end with the

‘24 Battalion comlng in about %wo Hours later fron the lagoon or

northernvs1de;‘ Both landlngs met ll“ht res1stﬂnce from snipers and
automatic weapons but were able to Arive inland quickly., st 1746
that afterhoon) %hey succeeded in effecting a junction and securing
approximately two-thirds of the island.

The next day produced more fighting, aed on D {'2, Major Generel
Ralph C Snlth Commanding General’ of the 27th Infantry D1v1s1on,

declared that organlzed resistance had ceased at 1A30,8

\

Tmmsinﬁmimf

The 193d Tank Battalion supported the 27th Infantry Division in
the action in MAKIN atoll, In the final pians for the invasion, the

165th Regimental Combat Team reinforced was destined to make the assault .,
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Landings were to be made over the‘Reo'(southwestern) Beaches by the
1st and 3d Battalioh iandlng Teams, If the Red Beach landlnbs went
well they'were to be followed two hours later by another landlng
over the Yellow (lagoon) Beaches by the 2d Battalion Landlng Teams.
If the Red Beach landlngs went well; .they were to be followed two .

hours later by another 1and1ng over the Yellow (lagoon) Beaches by

the 2d Battalion Iand;ng Team of the 165t_h,9 nght tanks of the

l93deould aecompahy the 1st and 34 Battalions ashore whileva whole
company of medioms:fro@,the'SQmevunit would move ashore over Yellow
Beach. The Yellow Eeach landing wégia be made after the landings on
Red Beach. ST fif

Headquarters Company of the 1934 Tdnk Battalion harhed 16
Amphlblous Tractors, and after the 1anﬂinps oh ]eﬁ éeadh, part1bi“
pated in the Yellow Beach operatioh and wewe able to giVe the infantry
close support in cleaning out the beach shelters. The tanks of Company
A, 193d Tank Battalion, landed on Yellow Beach in the second wave ,
but because of’commuhicationldlfficulties and’a“misunderstanding;”
none of the vehicles accompanied'the infantry drive across the island,

Shortly before 1230, the Battalion Commander managed to get the drivers

" straightened out and they took up their positions along the line s

established by the foot troops,.

The infantry was stalemateA after reachmfr the heart of the
west tank barrler SJstem which lay 1n the center of the island. * From
this hub, a serles of slit trenches branchee out each ending in a_dug-

out or shelter?

39



-weére short of fuel.

A special engiheer~infantry teom was formed, and while the_tanké

outposted the general arca, three infantrymen covered the ports;of

~

 the pillbox being attackeds The tanks finished the job by ruﬁolhg

over the crumpled stfucture completely crushing it, -Mcthodicall#)
pillbox by pillboi, shelter by sheltef, using the same pfocedufé on
each enemy emplacement the infantry was able to advanée,

An attack to the egst, scheduled for 0700, was td have the helr

of all the tanks on the island but it “was ﬂelayeﬁ because the tanks
10

The remaining tank action on thlS 1sland was a mopplng;up of
small points of resistance and was accompllshed in close Support of
idfantr& and énéineersk &he tankvsdpboﬁt was very effectiVe‘and by
aggre331ve actlon, overran many cneny pos1tlonx; saving the lives of

neny Amerlcan soldier3¢

Summa
The limited terrain encountefed in the campaigns for T.RAWA and
MAKIN did not 2llow for the propef’employment of tanks, The tenks,
however, »roved to be very effective in mopning-up actlon end the
reduction of'pillboxes; | |

Although the operations were brief, the tankers learned many

valuable lessonsvthey'were able to put to good use in subsequent

" operations, Islandtfighting, they found, requlred careful olannlng

and close coOrdinétion with the.infantry. . Beaches, obstacles, and

rugged terrain were found to be vital factors in the employment of

tanks,
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| CH;;E?%ER 5
THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
SECTION I
KWAJALEIN ATOLL

- Terrain

The MARSHALL ISL:iNDS (Map 1); easternmost of the Japanebé-

mandated islands, lies lamost miaway between HAWAII and JiPAN and

:con51st of a group of coral atollsa The most lmportant of these

atolls are- K'nJuLEIN and ENIWITOK; KWAJALEiN (iap 8), the largest,
is in the center of the Western chaln of the MMRSHnLLS; :It is the
largest atoll in the. World, rundlng 66 mlles from north to south and
W1th a maxxmum w1dth of 18 miles. There are nioe thah 80 1sle£s 4nd
islands in the surroﬁndlng reefs W1th apnrbximately 25 entrances to
the lagoon in the center. There is no continuous land rim and in
places the reef isg submerged' for long dlstances. The islands form a
circdlas Harbor of impbrtance.to any navy as a staging and assembly
area for operatiens, The most vital islands from a military point
of view are KVAJALEIN, located at the southern end of “the atoll, and
ROI—NAMUR on the northfeastern end, .Both of thése islands contained

airfields constructed by the Japanese,

General'Situation

At the time of this attack, the Japanese Garrison on KWAJALEIN

consisted of approximately 5200 combat troops of the lst Amphibious

' Brlgade, plus several hundred servlce troops.l The ROI-NALUR
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; TR Y
Garrison consisted of 3700 troops from the same brganlzationi

7th Infantry Division.. The 7th Infantry‘Di§ision‘was giveﬁ the

mission of seizing KWAJALEIN' ISLiND and the southern portion bf the
'Atoll.> On-DfDay;_January.Bl, 1944, the Division Reconhaigsehee Troop
assaulted ahd secured two smail islands, NINNI andvGEA, i&iﬁg.l5,000

~ yards north of the island of RWQJALEIN and proteeﬁing ﬁhé‘ﬁéiﬁ entrance
to the lagoon}; On D # 1, the remainder of the Divisioh Eade'tﬁe main
assault on KWAJALEIN, ENUBUJ and ENNYLOBEGAN, thellétter betng o
“small islands 1ying between KWAJAIEIN and NINNI, biVision plans called
for the 17th Infantry Regiment Eo Eecure ENNYLOBEGQN and ENUBUJ while~v
the 184th on th° left, and the 32d on the rlght, assaulted KWaJiLEIN
The atteck procoeded approx1mately NS planned W1th the island being
secured on February hth; On %ebruary Sth, humerous small islands to
the northwest Were taken to complete the conquest of thc southern

portlon of the Atblll

Aﬁh;ﬁéripehDivision. The Lth Marine Division had the mission of
Securing the northern portion of the KWAJAREIN ATOLL including ROI-
NAMUR Island and ebout 50 emall islets nearbys On D-Dey, January 31,
the 25th Marine Regiment assaulted ROI while ihe 24th Marine Regimeet
landed on NAMUR. Both islands were. taken by noon of the following
day and the Division proceeded‘to clean up the numerous small islands
~in the viciniry, On February,7th,'£he northern half of the Atoll
was declared_secure.h‘. |

27th Infentry Div1svon. =The 106th Infantry of the 27th Infantry

Division was the floating reserve for this operatlon but was not

committed,

{‘,‘33543



Tanks ‘in Action

767th_Tank Battalion, The 767th Tank Battalion,-éﬁpbnrted the

7th Infantry Division on the southern part of the Atoli; No tanks

were used in the action of the Reconnaissance Company oh D=Day. 6n

D £ 1, the tanks of the 767th, supported all infantry dHits erigaged.
Two smell detachments, . one con31sting of two tanks and the othar of
four, landed on ENNYLOBEGhN and ENUBUJ in support of the l7th Infantry.
In the three hours of flghtlng, there was llttle tank aCblOn 3nd no
tank casuultles. The remainder .of the Battallon landed on KHAJALEIN
ISLnND in support of the 184th and 32d Infantry Realments» The

-tanks la inded on the beach by plntoons and were immedlately sent forward

to the parts of the Island Whe”e most of the resistance was bolng met,

;By nld-afternoon; all tahks had landed‘ two platoons were kept in

reservc on the beach whlie the remalnder of the Battalion was com-
hited w1th the infantryt

Dufihg the first day of combat, no tanks were lost as a result

. ! \

of enemy action, but several were lost in craters off the beach during’
£he landing operations, Tanks were used in small numbers in support
of infantry units in attacks .upon Japénéée pillboxes, entnenchments
and strongpointé; Greatest difficulty was founq to be the lack of
communication between the tanks and the infantry, .Usually, the external
communication system of the tanks was found inoperative and wnen the
tanks movedA"buttoned,up",-tﬁére was difficulty in observing the sup-'.
porting infantfy} Since the‘J&panese customarily attacked the tanks

”

with demoliﬁion, if no friendly infantfy'were near, the tanks tended
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to hold back to insure close 1nfantry protection;' Conve?sely; infantry
found it necesséry to mount the tanks and pound with thelr rifles to
attract the tankers' attentlon and point out targetss ThlS exposed

the infantry to Japanese flre. fhﬁs} much of the value of the tanks
was lost, On the occasions when. these dlfflcultles were overcome,

the presence and support of the tanks quickened the rate of advance
materially.

During thls operatlon, tanﬁé generally operated in pairs with
small 1nfantry unlts, however, tWo COOrdlnated tank-infantry team
attacks were madez On February 3d, Company A, Corpany B and the As-
sault Platoon made a coordlnatcd attnck with the 32d Ihfantry against -
a Japahese strohg p01nt and selzed 1t W1thln 20 mlnutesx The fol-
lowlng day, a 51nllar maneuver by Company F 1st Platoon of Company D
and a Sectlon of bhe Assailt Piatobn succeeded in running over some
siubborn éheny defehSes.

%b%buéhout this campaign, the tanks would join the infantry
units_early.in the morning,'remain with them during the day except
When returning to the beach for fuel or ammunition and revert back .to
Battalion control.for the night. No tanks were knocked out bf‘enemy
' weapons, but several had to be abandoned in the front lines when
mired down or out of action because of mechanlcal dllflcultlos.
Japanese destroyed these vehicles at the first opportunlty.

After K”AJALUIN ISLAND had been secured _three platoons of tanks
supported the 17th Infantry in a two-day "'aalsa‘ult 'bo:capt;ure EBEYE :--I'SLAND

to“the northeast, and small detachmenﬁslsubported ﬁhe 25th'1nfantry in
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moppingudp operations on a seriés‘of small islets in the itoll, Tank

action in these operaéiohs wa§{ﬁégiigible.5

708th 1ixmphi‘kii'o'(%gifffank_ Battalibii The 708th Amphibious Tank Bat-
talion (less dompany ﬁ) was atﬁacﬁeé,to the 7th Infantry Division for
the éftack oﬁ\the SOuﬁherhliSiahdS'of the KWAJALEIN ATOLL. There was
préétiéaily ho land action for this Baﬁtalion during the major opera—
tions, the Battalion having been organized into small provisional land-
ing groups which héd the mission of supporting the LVTs which tfans—
ported the infantry to the 1an§ing beaches., Company £ supported small
infantry detachments in the mop-up of the surrounding islands but
there was little or no resistance and no ﬁccasion for em}')loyingtanks.-6

Lth Marine Tank Battalion. The 4th Marine Tank Battalion, organic

within the 4th Harine Division, landed as part of thé forces: of the
northern assault group. On D-Day, Company A supported'fge 25th Marine
Regiment in the initial assault of the small islands guarding the en-
trance:to the lagoon. ,Résistance was‘light, and the islands were
secured within two hours without committing the tanks. On D £'1,
Company B landed on NAMUR with‘the 24th Marines thle Company C made
the assault with the 23d Regiment on ROI, The resisﬁance on ROT -

was.light but the tanks were used with the assault troops; so aggres-

sively, that, according to one account, when the 23d Harines rcached its

line of reorganization, there was some difficulty holding back the
tanks. They wished to push farther without orders.7 NAMUR was a
different story for that Island had mofe enemy troops and.was, by nature

of the buildings on the Island, a.much better defensive position,

i
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Tanks landed early in the battie, but the rubble and debris caused by'
the pre-invasion shelling, restricted movement by the tanks to a con-
siderable degree. The flrst day, the tank actlon ‘consisted of s1ngle
tank or small unlt flghts with the tanks being used primerily as a
direct fire weapon alonei On thg second day, as the marines approached
the northern shore, the tanks from ROI were moved to reinfprce those
already on NAMUR, Thése %anks ied the assault on the finai objective.

766th _Tank Battéiion; Companies B and C of the 766th Tank Bat:-

talion were attached to the 106th Infantry of the 27th Infantry Divi-
~sion and formed a part of the flbating reserve for this operation.

They were not committed.

SECTION II
ENIVETOK ATOLL -
Terrain _

ENEJ'&TOK TOLL (Ian 9), .on_ the m‘)rthWesvtern edge of the IARSHALL
ISLANDS, is a nearly circular group of islands 21 miléé léng, 17 miles
wide and with a circumference of nearly 70 miles. It'isvcompbseavéf‘
nearly 30 isles, the largest of which is ENIWETOK ISLuND, two miles
long and one-qﬁarter of a mile wide. Next in size is ENGEBI,‘shéﬁéd
like an equllateral trlangle about ‘one mile long on each ‘side. The
islets have the highest elevation in the 'ARSHALLS thougn the greatest
height on ENIVVETCK is but'ZO.feet above sea level gat. high tidé. Both
ENGFBI and ENTWETCK ISLuNDS had thlck growths of Cocoanut Palms which
proved very valuable to the Japanese for defen31ve purposes durlng

the invasion.
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Both ENIWETOK and'ENGEBI had airfields that had been constructed
by the Japanese; in addition, the Atoll itself formed an excellent har-
bor. Seizure of this Atoll would isolate numerous small Japanese-held
islands to the southeast and would sever the Japanese supply line
south from WAKE ISLaND. Because of the préximity of the Atoll to
KWAJALSIN ATOLL, recéntly seized by our forces, its capture was im-

perative,

General Situatioh

The Japanese Garﬂiéon on the ENIWETOK ATOLL consisted of approx-

imately 2800 combat trbops of the 1lst Amphibipus Brigade which had .

landed January A4th, aﬁd.several hundred sérviceaffOOps;‘ These tfooﬁs
were concentrated on ENGEBI, PARRY, and ENIWETOK 1SLANDS with the /
majérity on the last twbi

5th _Amphibious Corps, Recornaissance Company. The mission of this

anit was to beize the two small islets, CANNA and CAMELIA, south of |
ENGEBI, on D—Day; February.17, 1944, in order that artiilery could be
emplaced on them fqr'the attack on ENGEBI the foliowing day. The
mission was accomplished with liﬁtle'bppbéitioh and the &oﬁﬁany
reverted to Corps control fof the operation against PLRRY ISLAND

9 .

‘Jater.

Lth larine Division Scout Company. This company was directed to

seize BOGAN .ISLiND, 'west of ENGEBI, then island-hop down the western
side of the Atoll after which it was to revert to Corps control for
the PARRY ISLAND bpération. The mission Was,aécomplished successfully

. . s . 0
against negligible enemy oppositlon.l

~
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22d Marine Regiments The mission of the 22d Marine Regiment was

to assault ENGEBI ISLAND on D £ 1, then to revert to Corps control for
use.as a floating reserve for the ENIWETOK. operation.. After ENINETOK
was secure, the 22d was to make the assault on PARRY_ISLAND which ﬁas
thought to be 1ightly helds

- ENGEBI ISLAND was assaulted with the lst and 2d Battalions abreast
with tanks in suppo%t ahd the 3d Battalion in'reéerve. The assault
waves overran the Island the first afternoon but,'since numefous shipers

had beén by-passed, the Island was not declared secure until the fol=

low1ng day.

* Because of the unexpectedly strong garrison on ENIWETOK" ISLAND .
and the fierce resistance encountered there by Army troops,. the 3d
Battallon of the 22d Marines was committed on the south “art of the

Island in the afternoon of February l9th. Thls Battalion met the main

Javanese defenses the first evening near the southerh tip of the Island

and fought fof over 24, hours before subduing the defense forces.,

On February 23d, the 22d lMarines made the assault on PARRY ISLAND,
the last major stronghold of the Japanese in the 4toll,. The lst and
2d.Battalions landed abreast on the northé;h part of the Island. As
on ENIVVETOK ISLAND; the resistonce was especially strong, and the 34
Battalioh was committédvfroﬁ the reserve durihg‘the first afternoon._
The_Island‘was secured by nightfall of.the foliowing day with the
marines suffering 724 casuélties’against an estimated 2000 Jepanese

dead'.ls
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27th Infontry Divisioh.»‘The 106th Infantry Regiment of the 27th

Infantry Division (less one Battalioq), had the mission of assaulting

" ENIVETOK ISLAND. . The plan of attack directed a landing with the lst

and 3d Battalions abreast, 3d Battalion on the left (north). The 1st
Battalion was to croés the Island, turn left, and clean out the southeri
part of the Island, When this had been accomplished, the Battalion was

to reverse, pass through the 3d Battalion and secure the north half of

the Island.  The Japahese resistance whs too great, however, and the

Force Commander commitied the 3d Battalion, 224 larines, the first
afternoon on the left flark to assist it seizing the first objective,
The "south half of the Island was secured by afternoon of February 21st, .

The 3d Battalion, 106th Infantry, had the mission of landing with

the assault wave, driving across the Island, then turning left and hold-

ing its position to prevent Japanese reinforcements from moving to the

south part of'the Isiénd. After securing the south half of the Island,

the lst Battalibn Was to pass through the 34 Battalion and continue

riorthi The 3d Battalion would then prepare for the assault on PaliiY

- ISLAND. Because of the difficulties found by the lst Battalion in the

south; the 3d'Battalioh was directed, on the aftérnoon of the initial
landing, to move out and secure the north half of ENI'ETCK. This
was accomplished by February 21st and the folloWing dayxthé Battaiion
embarked for the PARNY ISLAND operation, & landing was made on PARIY
on Febfuary 23d by the 22d llarines, but £he_106th remained in reserve

1

and Was not committéd,
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Tanks;énwﬂctipn

766th Tank Battalion. -Company C, 766th Tank Baﬁtalion, reinforced

"the 106th Infantry for the assault on ENIWETOK ISLAND; One platoon 4

supported each of the two assault béttalionS‘while the third platoon

remained in reserve at the Regimental Command Post, A4s in most MaRSHILL
ISLAND fighting, there was no concerted tank action., Vhen the infantry
werc halted by a Japanese strong point or pillbox, one or two tanks'Were

sent forward to assault the strong point. After the strong point was

‘ )

taken, thestanks withdrew and awaited the next call to assist the
. 1 ' y

infantry, 2

The greatest difficulty for the tanks was the lack of maneuver

room, Preliminary air and naval bobardment had opened huge craters

and made huge piles of rubble. Tanks were thus channelized and had to

move slowly across the Island; tank casualties were greater from
bogging down in craters than from enemy'actioﬁ§ The dense growth of

brush limited visibility and iessehe& the‘value pf tanks considerably.lé

Lth Marine Tank Battalion. One compnay of tanks from the 4th
Marine Tank Battalion supported the 22d llarine Regiment in its opera-

tions in this Atoll. In the initial landings on ENGEBI ISLAND, tanks

: lénded Just behind the leadihg assault waves, &fter the beachhead

haﬁ been securéd, the tanks spearheaded the attack across the Island,
striking at pillboxes and spréng points; by 1450 hours, ENGEBI had'”A
been completely overrun., Though the Island.was nop»deciared secure
ant i1 the following day, because of the nuﬁber of snipers still at
lafge, the tanks had accomplished their mission éﬂd weré reembarked af
nightfall to prepare for the ENIWETOK,operation.l7
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The 3d Battalion of the 22d Marines landed on ENIWETOK ISLAND to

. reinforce the 106th Infantry Regiment during the afternocon of the day

the assault was made. Tanks from the 4th Marine Tank Battalion ac-

companied the 22d Marines as that unit pushéd across the Island and

turned to the south, is in tﬁe case of the 766th Tank Battalion, the

tanks were hampered by the rubble, craters and dense brush and had to

be used singly or in pairs on piﬁ-point targets pointed out by the
infantry,
On February 22, the tanks of thislBattaiion were landed on PARRY

ISLAND, agéin in support of the 224 Marines, Here the same dense under=

‘brush was prevalent as on ENTVETOK plus natural caves and cocoanut

log revetments‘which;had Withstood the preliminafy bombardment , -’
This.was the same story as on the other island with individual tanks
striking at small targetsi By'nightféll, most’of the Islend was over-
run by tdnks and the i‘ozliowing'mornihg, PARRY iSI_AN‘b was declare:i .

secure vittually ending the MARSHALL ISLANDS campaign.

708th Amphibious Tank Battalion. - Company 4, 708th Amphibious Tank

Baﬁtaiion, escorted landing craft of the 106th Infantry in the assault

- on ENIWETOK ISLAND and provided fire support for the establishment of

the beachhead but did not proceed'inland.18

Summa ry
The islands in the MARSHALLS were so sméll that tanks could not.

be effectively employed. Of necessity, tank support ‘consisted of
isolated actions with one to three tanks-overrunning roadblocks or
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engaging pillboxes. There were no tank versus tank battles, Tactically;
the greatest difficulty in the use of tanks was the lack of communica-
tions between infantry and the tanks, The tank exterior communication
system failed frequenﬁly thus reducing the tahk's effcctivenéss.

Terrain, lack of roads and good ground surface, and impassable
jungle in the Southwest PACIFIC all contributed to the minor part
played by tanks in these battles, Where these conditions varied enough
to enable tanks to operéte in what might be called "the norhalzrole“§

results were excellent, These opportunities were the exceptioni
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CHAPTER 6

’ THE MARIANA ISLANDS
SECTION I
GENERAL

Terrain

The MARIANA ISLLNDS, 1500 miles east of the PHILIPPINES, are

basically coral but have been raised and distorted by volcanic aption.

~ There are four major islands in the Group: "SAIPAN, TINIAN, TOTA, and

 GUAM,

General Situation

The campalgn which took place on three of tﬁc ﬂuLI‘ﬁu'ISLuNDS,
SAIP/N, TINIAN, and GULY was one in wthh flelenlity and change were
the watchwords, Pians Were'éhanged ui3 uhtil the day of the invasion;

the timetable was changed because of the Japanese Navy in the Battle

of the PHILIPPINE SBi, ahd even commanders were changed during the

.operations, The original task organization~was as follows: : e

. Fifth Fle€tesessssssessseiidniral R. A, Spruance USN
Joint Exped Forcessessss.V, idmiral R, K, Turner USN
uxpedltlonery Troopseessslt Gen H, ¥, Smith US'C
Northern Troops and ,

Landing ForcCeecessesoeolt Gen H, M, Smith USIIC

2¢ Marine Division.......faj Gen T, E, Watson USIC
Lth Marine Division......llaj Gen Harry Schmidt USIC
Southern Troops and

Landlng Forcessssesseseoliaj Gen R R. S, Geiger USMC
3d larine Divisioneeesseoiaj Gen iis He Turnage US'C -
1st !arine BrigadeeseseesBe Gen L, C, Shepherd USIC
Floating Reserve 27th

Infantry Divisionsesesssl2j Gen R, C, Smith US:
“Res 77th Inf Division....f2j Gen 4, D, Bruce USA
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‘) The MARIANA ISLANDS are part of a continuous chain of islands
| extending 1350 miles southwarjd from TOKYO. Thc;se islands afford nro-
tected lines of sea and air communications. Our capture of the MARTANAS
w'oul'd. cut this linc and give us bases from which we could control seas
farther west and also bomb JiPAN. The MARILNAS are not atolls but
rather independent islands. Hende, the methods used for the capture of ~#
the GILBEERTS and the !LRSH.LLS, wherein minor islands were used as
artillery bases, could not"be used here,
| The Northern Troops and La.nding Force landed on, ahd seized,
S:“in’AN., Thetr, in a shore-to;sho;e operation, they invaded TINIAN to
the south. The Soilthern Troops and -Landing Force-took GUAM,
Tanks were uscd on all three of the islands as shown in the.
follovdﬁg tablle:
TABIE 1 9

TANK UNITS IN THE MARTANAS

Unit : |  SATPAN " TINIAN © GUAM
1st Mabine Armored hmphib Bn - X
2d Marine Armored Amphib Bn ' X X
2d Marihe Tank Battalion X x .
3d Marine Tank Battalion A X
Lth Marine Tank Battalion X X
6th Marine Tank Battalion (Elenents) o o X
706th Tank Battalion . Co o X
708th Amphib- Tank Battalion - X - X :
7624 Prov Tank Battalion v X <o
- T : '<
SECTION II.
SATPAN
Terrain
‘*@" SAIPAN (Map 10) is roughly 12 miles long and five miles wide.

i

& chain of moﬁntains runs from north to south on the Island. The
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castern side is steep, being clifflike at all major changes of cleva-
tion. The western part slopes gradually to flat, cultivéted land,
MOUNT TOPATCHAU, 1554 feet 'ﬁig'h, is in the centér of the Island,
andAalthough the land drops away on all sides, the northgrn part of
the Island remains rough and mountainous. fhe cliff dro13;-offs are
actually the edges of plateaﬁs which are bisected énd disected by
ravines and gullicéi In general, the Island is non-trafflc nbles

roads had to be cut for trucks and tanks; only llmlted movement of a

few hundred yards could be made off the roads.

~

General Sltuatlon

The 2d and 4th Marine Div1sxons landed abreqst on the west side
1
of SAIPAN beginning at 1840, June 15, l9hhl The 34 harlne Division
landing nor%h of CHARAN KANOA had the western half of the Island as

its zone. it.pfOCéedbd sldle northward against weak resistance, held

back betause of difficulties in maintaining contact on its right flank.

Tt was pinched out of line on D £ 19 at TANAPAG HaRBOR where the
Island narrows. The 4th Marine Division landed south of CHAN KiNOJ,

drove south, then east, and then horth to secure the eastern half of

"SAIPAN. The 27th Infantry Division began landing on D # 1, relieved

the 4th Marine Division on the south, and drove across ASLITO ;;IRE‘IELD_~

to NAFUT:AN POINT. .Oh.D-% 7, the 27th less one battalion was insecrted

in the gap between the 2d and L4th larine Divisions and given the center

of the Island as its zone. The 27th was pinched out on D # 22 north

of TANAPAG whlle the 4th llarine DlVlSlon drove on to the north coast.

57



Assault forces carrled 32 days supply of food and a 20-days' -
suﬁply of fual; There was no shortage of fuel on the Island, however,
for the flrst few days it Was neéessary for the tanks to return to the

beaches for fueli

. Tanks:in Abfioﬁ .

Thc 2d dag;ne Arnored Af phlblous Battalion; The 24 ﬁarlno Armorod

Amphlblous Battallon, comnanded by Lleutenant Colonal T h; Fawell;

7con31sted of a Headquartovs, Headquarters and Serv1ce Cor any ahd.four
'1ettered Companlest Thls Battalloh, Wlth 75—mm Howitzebs in the

7éfmo}¢d turrets bf the;r LVTA's; Had the mlsslbn of preceding the

fiféﬁ WaVe of the 2d Marine Division which were in IVT's. They were
£0 tover thé movemeént across the reef and to the first objective,

ébo&f one mile inland: They began firing about 300 yards from shore

~out they had some of their fire masked when a few of the faster

LVT's crossed their front. Of the 68 LVTi's in the Battalion, three
were Adisabled before reaching the beach, and 28 more were Aisabled on

the beach by obstacles and enemy fire, . They were well ahead of the

“infantry most of the day; and.even engaged in a tank vs. tank battle.

The Battalion was used to guard the beaches during the remainder
of thé‘campaign, and to support 'the left flanke" On_the éyening of
D £4 =D £ 5, they successfully stopped a Japanese .amphibious landing
on our beaches, . On D ¥ 12, they gave-closeffire'support against .

targets near‘the beaches as the 2d Marine Division went into GARAPAN. .
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708th Amphibious Tank Battalion. The 708th Amphibious Tank

‘Battalion, commanded by Major J. L, Rogers, consisted of a Headguarters

and Headquarters and Service Company and four 1etter¢d companies of
18 LVTA's each, Each LVT. mounted a 37-mm guﬁ or 75-mm howitzer and
machine guns, The.Béttalion had the mission of forming the first
wave of phé'uth Harine Division for ité landings south of AFETNA POINT,
thus leading the LVT's. They were also to lay a cover of fire oh the
beach, secure the immediate beachhead, and a551st in the capture of
the prescribed phase llpé, des;gnated_o-l,

Coﬁﬁa&y B preccded the Landing Team formed by the 3d Batta1ionf
of the 23d Regiment, LT 3/23: Oﬁe amphibious tan% hﬁng on & roef
and had to be left behind, Once the tanks had ianded, natural "n'1 man-

made obstacles canalized the cOmpény'é movement down the narrbw}street

of CHATAN KANOA., Heré they 165t two vehicles to anti-tank guns and

two to terrain obstacles, The Company manazed to reach the firsﬁtridge

‘but the infantry had not yet arrived. They stayed there until ordered

'

back to the beach that cvening to refuel. On the beaches, no Class. .

III supply point had been set up so the tanks had to go back to the

ships for fuel.
Company. A preceded the Landing Team fofmed by the 2d Battalion of
the 23d Regiment, LT 2/23. One tank was lost on the approach to the

beach, Seven more were hung up on natural and man-made obstacles in

~ the first 200 yards of beach, -Six hundred yards farther inland,

artillery and mortars disabled three more, - The remaining five
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amphibious tanks arrived at their objective, phase line O-l, and took
up defensive positions until the- infantry arrived. £t 1800 they
returned to the beach and took up defensive positions.

- Company D‘pfeceded the Landing Team formed by the 2d Battalion,

25th Regiment, and went 200 yards inland without difficulty. #s they

tried to cross a railrcad on a narrow road, two tanks were put out of -

action by artillery. Infantry‘joined'them on the 0-1 line whence
they made a coordina@ed gttack against machine gun nestsf

Company C led the Landing Team formed by the lst Battalion of
the 25th Regiment. During the Hmovement t0 ﬁhé beaéh,vone tank was
hit, and six were delayed by obstacies; Sméll abms fire wounded a

number of tank commanders, but 10 tahks Were able to ledd the infantry

- one mile inland to the ridge. ‘Here they des£§oyed some enemy artillery

and mortars on the reverse slope of the ridge. The Japanese regained:
the ridge and two atbacks by infantry and amphibious tanks were
required béfore £he ridge could be retaken, From June 16th dntil the
end of oberations on. the Island, “‘elements of the Battalion were used

to lead infantry attacks. One platoon supported the attack at AGINGN

POINT. They were also used in conjunction with standard tanks in small

actions.and for firing from the water into the cliff faces} Amphibious

tanks, although much less mobile on land and much thinner-skinneé than
land tanks, led attacks frequently and thus‘suffered very high vehicu-

2
lar casualties,

24 Marine Tank Battalion. The 2d Marine Tank Battalion of the

' 2d Marine Division was commanded by Major Charles W, McCoy. It
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consisted of & Headquarters and Headquarters and Service Company;

_threelletter companies, A, B, and ‘C, all equipped with M4 type

tanks; and one company, D, with light tanks as its principal weapon,
Thellight_tanks mounted flamethrowers in the‘bow gunner's position.
The tanks were supposed to be landed on AFETNA POINT because ICM's
could avoid the reefs in that _location. However, the Japanese held
the point and the tanks had to land farther to the north., A pilot
tank was sent ashore 15 minutes after.the assault wave landed to mark

a route over the reefs, The pilot tank was disabled by antitank fire

“from AFETNA POINT after marking the route., The remainder of the

Battalion arrived safely on shore by that ‘afternoon, The Eattalion
was committed immediately in a fierce fight in which eight tarks
Were'disabled, ohe permanently, Onkzdbmpanﬁ uhsucCessfully attacked

south to take AFETNA POINTL About daylight on D £ 1, five tanks from

the Battalion couhterattacked ah enemy penetration along the beach

on the north flank, The tanks not only stopped the penetration but
also drove it back. On the right flank, they successfully attacked

AFETNA POINT. Before dawn on D £ 2, the Japanese made a regimental

tank attack but were driven off with the loss of about 30 tanks before

the 2d Battalion coﬁld get into the action, On at légst two other oc-
casions, the infantry drove off enemy taﬁk thrusts with their own
weapons before our tanks were used; hoWever,.in the late afternoon on
D A7, seven Japanese-tanks appeared on the beaches. south of GARAPAN

where the 2d Battalion was waiting., Our tanks, along with four 75-mm

-half-tracks, destroyed six and drove off the seventh, The 24 Di&ision .
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went into GARA?AN on D £ 12, with tanks leading the way, There was
some rifle and machine gun fire but the fire from the one'compény of
tanks silenced the guns in the ruins and the marines.advanced_rapidlyi
One of the companies of the Battalion supported a battalion of ‘marines
attacking G.RAPAN fromrthe eastf The terrain was so rough there that
the tanks could'barély crawl into a position from which to fire.
Farther inland, the right regiment of the 2d Marine Division;.when
caught in an open area dominated by a cliff, used the tanks to aid

theCorps: men in evacuating the wounded. . The tanks werc driven between

- “the cliff and a casualty. Corpsmen follbwing the tank would give first

aid rapidly, put the casualty on a stretcher, and start caffying the

wounded ‘man to the rear.. The tank WoQid then cover the withdrawal,
Since the Jépanese éave positions'madé‘day movement difficult;

a night tank attagk was tried on D # 12, in.bhe dame ares As the bre-

vious incident. The lig%t fiémgthroWihg féﬁks moved forward to burn:

the cave areds #hile illuminating shells and medium tank searchlights

1lit the plateau. Infantrymen covered the tanks from their positions

t

(o]
-
(o]
*3
o)

stall ‘enemy tank hunters but did not follow the attack until’
the next day.  The results were not outstanding although'the show was

spectacular,

14

Well-coordinated teams of medium tenks, flamethrowing tanks, as-
sault engineers;and sméll-armeteams produced excellent results the
next day iniGARAPAN while cleaning out strong points. - The Battalion
cpntinued helping the infantry until the division was pinched out of
the line.3"
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‘4th Marine Tank Battalion. The 4th Marine Tank Battalion, organic

to the hth Marlne D1v131on, vas commanded by Major Richard K. Schmidt
on SAIP:N, and was organlzcd the same Way as the 2d Harine Tank Bat-
talion. as with the 2d Battelion, the 4th's tanks werc to land on
LFETNA POINT, but had to go south to get ashcred Here they encountered
dlfflcultles because of the heavy swells. Two tanks of Company 4 hadA
their electrical systems drowned out and a third was damaged while
trying to help the others, Thié,Company was immgdiately sent to AGiN-
GiN POINT to help the right battalion of marines. They arrived just
" as the'enemy launéhed a twofcompan& ihfantry assault.l The ﬁénks d%ové
against the attackérs, and with the aié of the infantry, méssécred the
enemy. No tanks were lost. The tanks then spread cut over the Point
to overrun-Jépaneéc installaiions. _

Company B had only four of its 1. tanks av&ilable %y the time the |
Coﬂpany assembled onvihé,beach; Ohe fank sank while unloading from its
ship; one sﬂéshed ité %Ording equipmenﬁ; one Qas grounded on an under-
water obstacle;‘onehad‘its electrical system drowned oué; oné was takeq
over by the 2d Battalion on landing; and five diéappearéd intbwa'deép |
water hole while.crossing the reef,

.Company C landed as a unit and was ordered to attack toward the
high ground towards the east. .The méralg of thevMarines soared when’
the tankS‘afrivéd to help in thé‘attaqk against the Japanese who ap- .
parently were corfespondingly.depréssed 5y th¢ sight of the tanks.
Company D began landing on D-Day? but had no mission that day.

1
/
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On D # 3, and D £ 4, the Battalion of tanks, split up among the
regiments, covered the infantry advance and led small-scale attacks.
On D £ 5, the right flank (south) regiment of the 2d Division had a

novel use for tanks., In order to clear a cliff-like ridge in the

MiLGICIENNE BAY area, which he could not capture the previous diy, the

regimental commander planned to have the tanks move along the hasge of

~the cliff. This was to be done three times; the first time the

~ infantry commanders would ride in the tanks and meke a reconnaissance;

the second trip was a feint; and, on the third trip, thc men would ride

‘with the tanks and clean out the caves. Ahnother company of infantry

roved along the top of the cliff at the same time. The scheme worked
out as planned even though the defendefs held~theirifife until the

third pass: The banks destroyed by fire those chves that couldn't

be reached by either the infantry below the ¢liff or above.
The terrain around MiGICIENNE BLY on the KAGYAN PENINSUL: mede

)

tahk movement difficult. . The Japanese made ‘it almost impassable with

roadblocks and mines, At one time, tanks had to wait four hours before
\ )

a road cduld be cléare” for them to move forward to subporﬁ anraﬁtaek;
In fact, on D £ 10, June 25£h, the attack scheduled for 0730 2icn't
get started until 0815'5écause of'thé diffiéulty‘in méving tanké from N
the'assembly‘afea to the attack position,

Hines really stopped thc tanks of the.uth Marine Tank Battalion

on D £ 18, when'they attempted to attack 4th of JULY HILL with the

» infantry. The mine ficlds kept the tanks about 1000 yards from the hill
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énd the attack failed. When the attack started agein the nexﬁ day,
July Ath, tanks were 1osﬁ'when trying to bypass the mincs and as a
result, two.were disabled.,

As the campaign drew to a close in northeastern SiIPAN, the Navy
an? tankers cooperated at one point,_where a tank was used as a forwar:
OP to adjust naval gunfire. Missions and corrections were radioed to
Shore Fire Control and thence to the ship.h

7624 Provisiohal Tank Battalion. The 7624 Tank Battalion was

originally schedule” to come as a unit; however, because of a lack of

shipping spaece, Go&1anieknéuend C wore loft hehind 14

&) e = T

CP

tank company, Company D of the 766th Tank Battdlion, was attached.
This provisional unlt c0n31st1np of a Headquarte?s and Heaﬁquartcrs
Conpany, a. Serv1cc Connbny, one medium tanhk cbrnany ah4 two 11

tank convanles was ie51rnateA the 7624 Provisinnul Tunk Battalion.

It was commande by Iﬁgor Aldun ﬁ. Hoffman, and was attached to the

t

27th Infantr§ bivision for the operations on SAIPAN.

The Baitaiﬁqn landed béginning on D £ 1, and was used to bring
food apd»ampunitionrto the infantryrfrpm the beaches, They led the .
infahtry in the capture of ASLITO AIRFIEID on D # 3, ant then continued
east in a series'of,small aétions to NAFUT..N POINT;i;On Dﬁ/‘5,hloud—‘
speakers, mounted on the.tanks, were employed in aSkiné the Jdapanese
in the caves along the shore_to.sqrrepder.f This was éﬁite successful
as 335~Civiliahsﬁéame over‘to‘thé Uﬁited SﬁatesﬂTropps‘ The enenmy
troops continued to fire, ‘In.ﬁhe last Battalion oéeration'on NAFUTAN
before moving north, ﬁhe tanks were to lead an attgck. Tﬁe tanks went
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in the wrong direction and wound up firing on our own troops. The
infantry battalion commander concerned, got up on a tank, straightened
them out,,énﬁ_led the attack from his clevated position, When the 27th
Division was moved from NAFUTAN POINT to the north, one battalion of
inféntry and one light tank.platoon'was left behind to clear out the
Point . -These tanks were employed‘against the Japanese who were oc-
cupying cliffs and caves,

When the 27th Infahtry‘Division went into the line between the
two Marine DiVisiong, it found itself in the worst tank territory on
the Tsiand, fﬁé7é£ﬁack on cliffs was a normal dailyroééurrehce;inTahks

tried to neutralize the caves but the Japanese woul? reappear after

the firing and stop the troops trying to get to them.  There was some

«ténk vss tank acﬁion such as on P % 9, when ouy ténks succeedeq ih

destroying four enefy tanks by fire. Aso, tdnks were used to rew
small-arms fire so that the acdompanytng infantry could locate the
well-camouflaged poditions.

Two platoons of the 7624 got into trouble on D # 12, wheh

attempting to lead an attack -against a Japanese cliff position east of

\ . .

MT, TOPATCHAU, As the tanks moved out, it started to rain. Dust cn

_the tenks turned to mud., The crews',viSion:became so blurred ﬁhaﬁ‘the

tanks begame turned about so that they. fired into their supporﬁing‘
infantry."ﬁrfew hou£s\lator5 £hé attack was renewed and was successful.,

By July lst, after 14 days of operations with little maintenance, .
the number of: usable tanks dropped to the point'ﬁhere it was néceésary
in some companiecs fo pool the tanks and eliminété the platoons, A&s-
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7 the Division hit the beaches necar TANAPAG bn D / 18, an cneny @tfong

" point was locatedl on the flank to the left. Tanks, each sheltering a
group 5f infantrymen, advanceé against heavy'machine gun fire blasting
a path, When the tanks were finally stopped‘b& the terrain the
infantry rushed the position. The infantry protec%ed the tanks from
individual tank hunters while the tanks covereﬁ the infantry.

When moving up the western beaches on D # 20, July 5th, the
infanfry was taken under fire by the machine ggns éyparently firiﬁg
from a beached'barge,A Tﬁo tanks rolled{dow? the beaéh, fired at the.
'La;be»ngA etonped the i ey Tire. ™ e,'aS‘%ﬁg“%aﬁks-turheﬁ’aWay,
they hit a minefield and the enemy machihe gun§ ;eODeﬂed fire, On
July 6th, tanks were engagcd on the beach. where the Japanese had sct
| up a defense in a. 41tch stbpplnp the left Battalion of the 27th Infantry
Divisiod. Flve tgnks wcre scnt up the coastal rallroaﬂ tracks to
i locate the posiﬁloﬁé The tracks of the lead tank got stuck in the rails
and then the first and second tanks were hit by antitank fire as the
'secona tried to by-pass the first. The tanks were recovere? by eable.
Léterﬂthree light _tanks attacked the diteh- (now located) dnd found
a tankér's dream, Using mechine .guns and céhister,,they killed |
~ over 100 Japancse ééldiers who were shouldér tq shoulder in the itch
. -in the middle of the open beach. |

IA the_prpedawn of D # 22, the Japanese launchﬁt a Banzai attack.
This?éttack iéo}ated two battalions of the 27th‘Division in TANAPAG.‘,
The regimental cormander concerned sent forward one platoon of light
tanks.early in ﬁhe day to make contact with thesé battalions.-;Two".
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Hgffthese tanks were étopped by the enemy and a third bellied up off
.phg.roaq. Sigce no infantry was wiﬁh these tanksewthej retired along
Wigp-atpigpgén of ﬁedid@ tank§ to the fcgimentai CP, During the
gftérnooh; thfce lizht #ahks again tried to get throtich to TANAPAG ~--
this time throush the surfi Ail thiee foll in a hole and drowded their
notors, ‘?inally; two ﬁeﬁibm tidnks broke throurh to TANAPAG alon: the
beachi The corinander of one of the cut-off béttalions used the tank
racio to tell the resiment what had happened. Then thé t;nks took
some of the men and officers back to the regiment. |
‘The 7624 Prévisionél Tank éattalibn lost seven officers and 74

. Ien killed, wounded éf missing in actioﬁ dufing the operations on
SAI?AN. Seventeén.light-and five medium tanks-were loéﬁ. Details
‘of the operations of this Battalion on SAIPAN are well covere” in the
report made by Committee 8, Advanced Officers Class, The #rmored

School, 1949;5

N LD
Ly LWy

- Summary
Tanks on SAIPAN werc equally valuable for thie firé‘éSﬁe;hénd‘
for the morale effect that armof>evokes; The‘fléme-thfower tanks,
_Vmuch too small, were a good field test for tkiose that were used later
on INO, PELELIU, and OKINAWA, The Japanese fofces used mégnetic>mines
to great advantape disabling numerous tanks. In terrain which gave so
much cover and concealment to the defendef,Aindi#iduai tank hunters -
. were a consﬁant menace, Tanks were réquired to return to the beaches
and even to the ships dqring the first few days to obtaiﬁ f;el.aﬁd
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ammunition. ,Communications between tanks and infantry were makeshift --

frequently resulting in poorly-coordinated attackss Generally, the

 terrain held the tanks to overwatching roles.

\

SECTION III
TINIAN
| Terrain
TINIAN (Map 11) lies about two and thfee-fourths miles south of
SAIPAN;' It is roughly 1034 miles long and about five miles wide atl
& widesh Eds'ﬁt - Cn the noTth tiere is considerabie hizh ground-
culminating in MT. LAsso; 500 feet high., The rest of the Island is

rather flét; smooth and'rolling except in the south, where the plateau

drops off ih steep escarpmentss

Geheral, Situatioh
Using SAIPAN as a btmse, the Northern Troops and Landing Force,
now under Major General Schmidt, made a shore-to-shore landing

operationn on the north-western beaches of TINIAN. The Aﬁh'Marine

Division landed on July 24th and'drbve south along the west side of

the Island. The 2d Marine Division landed bohind the Lth beginning
on D-Day, drove east then south, TINIAN was a fast-moving operation
lasting only nine days and was an Operation in which the tanks had

an exploitation,phaae. A Japanese counterattaék on D plus one, was

unsuccessful and so costly to them, that there was little fighting .

. : ‘ ‘ G
on the Island after thats
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Tanks in Action

708th Amphibious Tank Battalion. This Battalion which had seen
cohsideréble_action on SAIPAN, as ﬁoted previously, preceded the Lth
ﬂarine Division in ﬁhe landings on TINIAN as on SAiPAN.» Only two line
companies and a héadquarters, however, participated here; As o@
SAIPAN, the amphibious tanks were used in conjunction With‘land £anks
to aid the infantry advance. A few times,vthey were used fromvthe
water to fire into enemy'positions that were.difficult to hit from

land .

20 Marine Armored Amphibious Battaiion. This Battalion too was
used as on SAIPAN to support the landings of thé 2d Marine Division,

It saw very little action,

24d MariheATank Battalion1_~Tﬁé tankers found it reasonably easy

and found an almost Eufopeanstypé.War here when tanks could break away

for a long rin, BY D ¥ 5, the Battalion had overrun its objective for

the day and proceeded to the next day's line. They did run into

' boobyitrappe& gasoline drums, artillery and obstacles at this pecint

and had to retire., It wasn't until D £ 6, on the southeastern shore

of the Island, that it was necessary to use flamethrowing tanks to

‘eliminate scme cliff positions, The night of D £ 6, July 30th, an

enemy attack advanced to within five yards of our lines., Tanks went

out at dawn and wiped out their rcar guard as they were leaving,

Lth Marihe Iank‘Battglion. AS soon as the tanks of the Lth Marine
Tank Battalion landeﬁ, they ran into a hornet's nest of machine funs

that were pinning down the right flank regiment of the Lth Mafine
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Division. The underbrush, woods and cane fields were so dense that it
was almost impossible to locate the guns. During ﬁhe next hour,

the tanks cruised through the area and eventually flushed some snipers
and located and destroyed somé machine guns. All tanks were ashore by
.1900. The Japanese made their anticipated counterattack early in the
morning of D # 1, led by tanks. Tanks of the l+h Mosing Toih Taiiaiion
<~ot into the fight about dawn after the attack had been slowed, The

tank fire helped the artillery break up the attack and then destrﬂyed

four or five enemy tanks, Immediately after this, a dead man stopped .

C g -vaniKe Tni§’ dnk was out cleanlng up the battlefleld when it ran over
a Japanese who had died the nig ht before while carrying a bangalore

torpedo and blew a track, Them, while bging repaired by the tank |

rgcovery crew; the tank was blasted by a masnetic mine placed on it

by a Japaﬁese qut.before he wés s%bt.

By D £ 4; the opposition was so light that tanks were leading an
exploitation-type advance, held back only by the need to clear the zcne
of the enemy.,. The.tank companies wére attache? to'the‘regihents; this
organization prevented the tanks from acting as a unit. By D'% 5,
the tank-led race was just north of TINIAN'Tdm! and the left flank
units could not, establlsh contact with the retreatlnh enemy. Most of
the casualties were from heat stroke rather than enemy weanons..'On
D £ 6, July BOth, TINIAN TOWN was taken though not without somec op-
position from cave positions that had to be burned out by the flame-
throwing ﬁanks. | |

The dofenders of ﬁhe island puﬁ up a last stand on the ruﬁged~
southern tip of TINIAN., Here the terrain and mines made tank-movemént
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very difficult on D £ 7. The tanks shelled and burned the caves with
the loss of only one tank and that to a Japanese five~-inch naval gun.
A detailed report of the action of the 4th Marine Tank Battalion

on TINIAN is covered in the report of Committee 8, 1949, mentioned in

the footnotes for this chapter.

Summar
The terrain and weak antitank measures made operations on TINIAN

less difficult for the tanks than those found on SAIPAN,

SECTION IV
GUAM

Terrain

GUAM (Mép 12) is the southérnmost of the MﬁRIANA ISLiNDS. Tt is
about 34 ﬁiles lohg and from_six to nine miles wide, From Aéﬁéﬂ |
sbuihward, there is a long wide riAge whose &ighest point is MT. TENTO.,

The ridge i cut up byAnumeroﬁs gorges and ravines, North-south travel
along the ridge is good, but eaSt—west‘travel leads from one ridge to
a raviné and to another ridge,  The Island is éovered with dense

undergrowth,

General Situation

' Originally, D-Day for GUAM was to be three.days after the start
- of the SAIPAN operation. The landings on GUAM were postponed, however,
’Q.j Vo L .

until July 21st because the fleet was. diverted for the action in the
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PHILIPPINE SE4, and because of the difficulties on SAIPiN, Also, the

27th Infantry Division, having been committed on SAIPLN, left the

- invasion forces without a reserve. The 77th Infantry Division .at

HAWAII was brought in as the reserve for the GUAM operation.
The 3d Marine Division and the lst Provisional Marine Bricade
were landed abreast on GUAM on July 21st. The 3d Division landed on

the beaches north of the OROTE BbNINSULA to capture the beach area south

© of AGANA and CABRAS ISLAND. After initial strong resistance on the

beaches and the hills dominating them, the Division was able to £0

north an ths west side of the leand apalnst weak delaylnf~acnlon which

offefed little ré51stance, The 1st Brigade, composed of tne Ath Marine
RCT and the 224 lMarine RCT, landed south of OROTE P“NINSUI“ (Nith the
305th RCT, 77th Infuntry D1v1310n, attachcd) with the misdion of cut-
ting off thé base of the Feninsula and clearlng it, After accomplish-
ing this inifial mission,.the Brigade patrolled the southern haif of
GﬁAM until it was moved up to take over the west flank of.the Island
norbh of FINEGAYEN,

The 77th Infantry Division landed behind the 1st Brigade, protected

the east flank of the Brigade while it was on the'Peninsulé,‘then

drove east to the far shore and then north to the end of the Island,
The Division met a little resistance at MOUNT BARRIGIDA and some more

at MOUNT SiNTA ROSA but in general had a fast-moving operation.7

Tanks in Action

1st Armored Amphibious Battalion. The 1st &rmored Amphibious

Battalion, a'Marine unit, was commanded by Lieutenant Cclonel Metzger.
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This Battalion preceded the landings on both beaches and pounded the
shore installations with their 75's. They did not proceed inland nor
have any further missions except guarding the beaches at night.

3d Marine Tank Battalion. The 3d Marine Tank Battalion, commanded

by Lieutenant Colonel ﬁ. J. Withers, was orpanized the same as the
other two tanklbattalionsvon SATIPAN, During the first few days on
GUAM, tanks of the 34 Battalion were used to blast the caves and |
cliffs that the marine infantry were trying to assault. On D £ i,
a tank-infantry assault on the heights north of MOUNT TENJO succeeﬂed
_althouah all the =c GumwuugLuh ‘infantry were killed. The tanks closed
the caves with the:x-ffrebut had to withdraw becausg their position was
untenable without 1nfantry. The tank platoons were éwnoftioﬁed ts the
front-line hattallons and stayed up in the front lines with theinl
This paid off on the nlpht of D # h D # 5 when the Japanese made a
10-battalion attack whlch drove down to the beaches. The tanks were
immovable nlllboxes that pared away the Japane se ‘uhits so that those
that did reﬂéh the Jeaches were completely dlsor[anlzed ana without
offlcers. This attack so decimated the enemy strenpgth that there'were
,no further strong attacks and only weak resistance for the remainder
of fhe campaign, That day, July 26th, the left flank of the 3d Marine
Division attacked. |

~essThe attack went slowly forwafd during the morning

behind tanks that lent confidence to the men, and

released them from the tension that held them when

an infentry line moved arainst hidden positions and

concealed machine guns with hope of discovering them

before they had opened fire and caused a casualtyeee

The tanks had become the 1nfantry s cannonj their
‘machine guns moving forward ih the great turrets took
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the place of the heavvarowningé firing between gaps
on the flanks of the advancing troops. When the four
tanks first rolled up to the line of the 2/9 as they
had started their drive, the men cheered and shouted...
In taking MOUNT CHACHAO just north of MOUNT TENJO on D £ 17,
the infantry &and tanks combined ih a wide flanking movement to cut

of f the defenders as the main attack came up the western slopes.

[

-

There was no onpositinn 2o *ho 42rks 1wl ke Division in exploita-
tion up the west side of GUAM until the Division arrived opposite
"MOUNT BARRIGIDA, Here the Division ran into the outposts of the

Japanese defense anl had to use two tanks in the assault of this

outpostrlihé}rih féédnhaiéségce in force was made to locate the Japangse,
One company of tanks accomﬁahied'this force. . When the patrol lost its
way, it ran into an e#tensive roadblock, The patrol retired in good
order and that evening, August 3d, a éharp fizht developed thebe in
which our tanks came within 15 feét of the enemy‘s tanké without seeing
them in the dense unde}grthhE The roadblock was reduced and when 5ther'
_ﬁanks of the.Bd Battalion knocked out some machine gun nests;'the
infantry succeeded in advancing.‘ Enemy resisténce melted away'excépt
for disorganized delaying action. The tanks were very useful asainst
this type of opposition as they would proéeed down the.road firing at
and eliminating the individual field piecés ﬁarassing our troops.
Forward observers rode on the tanks calling for artillery fire on likely
enemy positiohs. )

On the last day of the fighting, Auﬁust 10th, a tank vs. tank
baftie occurred when our tanks working up a clif fside road ran _into
five Japanese tanks., These énemy tanKS'we£e parf of a night attack
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which had taken place the p?e%ious nizht on the extreme northern tip
of the Island. The Japanese tanks were quickly knocked out.

6th Marine Tank Battalion. The 6th larine Tank Battalicn was not

" on GUAM as a unit; in fact, it was not'activated‘as a battalion until
two months after the GUAM campaign. The tank company of the‘uth Harine
ICT, both of which were on GUAM, became, respectively, Companies s and
B of the 6th llarine Tank Battalion when it was subsequently activated
Captain Harry Calcut commended the Tank Company of the 22d RCT and
Captain Philip Morrell commanded the Tank dompéhy of the Lth Marine RCT.

By ;lQO on D=Daw fanls wsre.1eading’ah:aﬁ€aéR:55hﬂh of OROTE
PENINSULA to helﬁ c apture\the initial objective. That night when the
Japanese attacked trying to drive £he marines back into the sea;
our tanksAdestroyed theirs and the attackers withdrew when they saw
their vehicles lost, On D £ 2, our-attack around the eastern end of
the Peninsula faiied‘when our tanks were unable to traversé the rice
hit by ahﬁitank gﬁ@s while looking for a route throush the raddies.

On D # 3, however, tahks ied the attack alohg the hirher ground
just off the beaches. They moved up the coast road biasting the cocoa-
nut log emplacéments. Five Jgpanese tanks attempted-fo stop the attack
”bdt.were'quickly eliminated by tanks from the 22d. The attackérs
reached the base of thé Peningula and crossed it the next day.

The tanks moved west on OROTE PENINSULA élong With their RCT's
- but were not éf much help because of the terrain and the underbrush,
The marine infantry assault units moved,fo;ward in the Japanese posi- :
tions clearing a lane through the mines and then signalléd the tanks
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to.cpme up. The tanks were used successfully on D £ 6 anq D A7

in two coordinated attecks, In these attacks, the tanks were masseq
(one company) along with a platoon of light tanks from the 706th

Tank Bat%alioﬁ, and breakthroughs occurred on both flanks., All rgsis—
tanqe on the Peninsula came to an end after these two attacks.

The tank companies were given a few days rest while the infantry
patrolled the sotthern end of GUAM, Then, on August lst, they moved
down the west side of the Islandg with their RCT's against no resis-
tance.

7 AAbilahb Batdalieny  The 706th Tank ttallon, commanded by

Lleutenant Colonel Stokes; con31steé of a qaadquarters and Headquarters
Cgmpuny, & S?rv1ce Company, three meﬂium tank con“anies, and one light
tank company. It was attached to the 77th Inf«ntry UlVlslon on GUAIS,
The medium tank companies, reinxﬂrcc with elements of ﬁéadquaﬁﬁers
'Company were attached to the ruﬁlm@ntal combat teams throughout the
GUAM operatlons; The ReT camander att"tched tank platoons to hattaliocns -
rin eéch'in;téncé. The lizht tank comvany remained under Battalion
cbnﬁrol and was used for reconnaissance, fire misSions or as otherwise
.needed. Some of these light tanks were attachedito the 1st Marine
Provisional Brigadé as mentipned previously, - In the fishting on the
OROTE, PENINSULA, the Japanese weakened in the face of the combined
assault pemitting the marines to advance 600 yards against what had
beenlheavy resistancé. - The light tanks alone destroyed four pillboxes,
numerous dugouts and approximately 250 enemy.lo

The medium tanks were not engaged until August 2d, when -one platoon

helped infantry by overrunning machine guns and.snipers on the east and
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' The tanks weht on into YIGO and the infantry continued to follow,

south sides of MOUNT BARAIGIDA. That same day, 1k of the light tanks
were sent out on a.reconnaissance to the north and east of MOﬁNT
BAiRRIGIDA. This patrol met a roadblock which it destroyed but was
attacked by about a company of inféntry when the lead tank, oﬁ a
narrow road, became bellied on a stump; ifhe tanks drove off_the enety
and returned'to its own lines with no losses.

On Aucust 7th, D £ 17, a coordinated tank-infantry attack was
planned an<d executed against the‘§OWn of YIGO, The Battalion was used
as a unit aithough two medium-companies_were held in reserve. The
Jight hanke lod the abback followed Dy the mediums which were in turn |
followed by the infantry. The tanks overran machine ~un émplacementé'
but weré hi£ from the flank and had tw§ medium and tw5 lirght tanks
knocked out beforebthe infantry could locate and destroy the guns.
| 11
The operations of this unit on GUAM are covere? in the report of

Comﬁittee 8, The #rmored School, i9Q§L‘,‘

Summar:
. Tanks were used only twice in units largerAthan platéons, In
both cases, however, massing the tanks proved to be the most prac-
ticab}é means of employment.. Generally, the terrain encounteres was

not conductive to tank action.-
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CHAPTER 9.
THE PALAU. ISLﬂNws
‘SEGTION 1.
PRIELTU ISLAND
Terrain

- o s : I.»-'Z»'_ . p cd " " H
The PALAU ISLANDS are a peanlisw fc:m:t:::, S O5SVASS Of Vulcandu

islands inside a coral reef, 77 miieé iohg dnd 20 miles Wide. The§
lie at the western extremity of the vast CAROLINE Chain which runs c&St.
and west across the PuCIFIC OCEAN a few degrees above thc Equator.

o The PALnU Chaln con31sts of six larre islands and numerous 1slets-
sometimes’ rising perpendiculariy to a height of 500 feet above high
water mark.

BABMLTHU“L, tHe iarfest of the ~slands, is more thah cqual in
size to all the remainmg is1anas; notaoly KOROR, ANGAU:, PELELIU,
VALAKAL and ARARATEAUS Ee onomically valuable_for its phosphate and
aiuminum ore-déboéits, BABELTHUAP is the sgrongest of ‘all, heavily
for&ified and a much more powerful base in reputation and in fact
than mysterious TRUK., |

PEIELIU (Map 13) is a small island with an extreme length of about
six miles and a maximum width in the vicinity of the airfield of about
two miles? including a dense mangrove swamp. Thislsection is level,
low-lying and mOStly’cleared. Not far north of the airfield, the Island
'divided into two prongs, Separated by tidal swamp and shallow'reef,

- giving .it, véguely,,the shape of a lobster's.claw. The eastern prong
is much shorter tapering off into two islands, This eastern prong is-

low, swampy in places, and much of it is heavily overgrown,
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The Western.prgng, giving the Island its greatest length, is high
ground; a long, narrow ridge, UMURBROGOL MOUNTAINS,lstarting just abovg
the airfiéld and extending to thevextfeme northern tip, makes a formi-
dable obstacle. This ridge, (UMURBROGOL~MOUNTAINS) is covered with
scrub jungle and consists of an incredible maze of vertical cliffs,
declevities angling off in all directions, and precipitous slopes -~
vopped by weird spires and pinnacles and littered with great cor%l
chunks and boulders. |

The big éirfieid lay at thé southern end of PELEDiU ahd had been
’éreqtedrouf‘of whatAhéd been swamp, 411 alﬁng the western fans of the-
beach b;low the aiffield and to a lesser extent along the castern
shore, the ﬁost likely piaces for an American landing, cocoanut-log
cradles, concfeée tetrahedrons, and barbed-wire systems were strewn
from the reef's edge, intermingied with mines, of both contr;lled
énd contact types,‘ There werc more mihes on the beach itself below
high water mark. Inland, the roads were all mined with IOO_lb° aerial

bombs as were allbthe defiles in the limestone which constitutes

the structural bulk of the Island, The only direct anti-becat defenses

were on NGARAMOKED ISLAND off the southern tip of PELELIU, on a little

island just north of PELELIU and on a point just before the west coast
of.PELELIU turns northeasi. Iﬁ.each case, 37-mm or 75fmm guns were
installed-in concreté pillboxes heavy eﬁough to be impervious to bomb-
ing, 4£11 beaches were extensively tank-~trapped with system; of ditches
and mined obsﬂacigs twro or three deep, Machine gun pillboxes were
placed on the flanks bf the tank.traps themselves whef@ they could not
be hit.éxcept Qy a tank agtuaily in the trap’lgz
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The General Sltuatlon

The WESTERN CAROLINES, mandated islands of JAPAN since World
far I, were héavily fortified and formed a sector of the inner defense
belt guarding the island empire of JAPAN. Inasmuch as the Japanese
forces in the CAROLINES constltuted a sallent that separated the two
advan01ng Unltgd States forges; it beshme necessafy to cut off this

salient by bccﬁﬁyinﬂ the island group of PAIAU; YAP, and ULITHI; This

would prOV1de us wi*h a fleet anchora"e which the MARIANA ISLANDS

did not offeri

With the céhédéé% of t@e PATLT TSLAMDS, cur forces wodld have
control of Iﬁe'soﬁfhern half of the greécent?shaped chain of islands
which run from &APAN to the Southern PHILIPPINES, and would complete
the 1solwt10n of the cnecmy-held Central and Eastern CAROLINES, includ-
ing the’ greab UaJancsc naval base at TRUK, If the Japanes» continued
to hold their heav1ly-fort1fled anchorugo in the PALAU ISLANDS, it
would be possible for thom to emerge from any point in their defense
belt and strlke our forces and suﬁply llnes. Militarily speaking,_it
was a too wéIl~fort1fled base to leave:in our rear,

The mission of seizing the islands of PELELIU and ANGAUR, known
as "Operaticns Stalemate II", was given to the III amphibious Corps.
To coincide with'this'strike in the CAROLINES; the Southwest PACIFIC
Force was to m;ve out to and seizc MbROTAI, This action was designed
to establish air and minor naval'facilities,‘in addition to fdrthef
isolatingIJapahese forces on HELMAHERA, who would otherwise be in a
position to.jeopardize any movement toward‘thé Southern PHILIPPINES.

\
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The takget for the ITT Amphibious Corps was the FALAU ISLANDS.
The primary roAson for the entire dampaign on PELELIU and ANGAUR was
the carly seizuré of the airficld in the southern part of PELELIU

and a consttuction site for a bomber base on ANGAUR, Once this objcec-

tive was takeng the PHILIPPINES, the next iarget in the movement toward

JAPAN, would be within bombing range, only 450 miles to the northwest,
Tise I11 amphibious Corps consisted of the 1st Marine Division
(15t, 5th; 7th Marine Regiments, Infantry) and the 8lst Infantry

Division, U, S, Army. These principal components were reinforced

with four marine and two army amnhirask units) pius several independent
A . - X 3 L)

artillery battalions and the necessary naval and air sunporting férces;
It is to be hoted'that the 1st Marine Division had an organic tank
battalion while the 8lst Infantry Division was reinforced by the 710th
Tank Battalion.g ’

The Corps plan_of action called for the assault oﬁ PELELTIU on
September 15,_19&&, by the lst Marine Division. The PELELIU assault
forces contaihed approximately 28;000 men with the 323d Regimental
Comba? Team from the 8lst Infentry Division in QOrps reserve o

On September 15th, following an intense preliminary air and
naval bombardment, the lst Marine Division landed on the western
beaches near thé Island's southern end. The 5th Mérines made the
landings as the center unit with .the lst Marines on their left; both
R@gimenps landed with two battalions abreast and the third in support.-
The 7th Marines, landing on the right, used only one battalion in the

assault, one in support while the third was the Division reserve. The

N
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Tt wag to go in across the southernmost beach, swing right,. clear

5

NGAEAMOKEﬁ and.thq'ébhﬁﬁéfﬁ fip of PEIELIU, The 5th Regiment was to
pdéﬁ acfoéé ﬁhe éirfiéiﬁ aﬁd béyond to clean out everything in the low
gf@und of:thc méih bo&j og-tﬁc.lsland. The 1st Marincs was to take
the most ﬁbr%hefly beééhj cdpture the outlying points from which the
beachhééd might&bc éWept by fire and anchor the flank for the first
hightf‘ In the morniﬁg they‘were to wheel and ascend the ridge on the
6

Islanid's long peninsula from two directions.,

The assault met with considerable opposition. The first wavc of

camphtracks hit the beoach at 0832 passing through small-arms fire. is

though their arrival were a signal, the guns ncar the beach, many of
those on the ridge, and a mortar. barrage oﬁen@d simultaneously. &mph-
tr;cks and DUKWs Wére hit across the shelf grea‘and sank or drifted
burning while marines strove to wade ashore, The guns on tﬁe'island .
north of NGARAMOKED were particularly deadiy with their enfilade fire.
This fire cut up the right flank of the 7th badly and caused confusion
a@ong the platoons and companies reaching the beach.7

Wheh the marines had'advancedrabout 200 yards inland, fierce
counterattacks, supporteq by tanks, were launched %gainst,them.
These attacks were repulsed and on.the next daye the airfield was
seized, Progresé was slow over this terrain where there was little
room for mancuver, but by Octobér 9th, the enemy had been.forced into
a small arca in the northern part of the Island. Th@r@; it was
necessary to ferrct him out, a process that Was to continue fof many

more weeks.,,

8L



Tanks in sction

The first eight days'of fighting on PELELIU was stricly a marine
affaif; Beforé the landing was cight hours old, the Japanese launchgé
a hajor counterattack. This countcrattack was launched with vigor
and determihation ot 1630 on D-Day, Scptember 15th., On the whole, it
was Well-planned, utilizing a preliminary artillery and mortar barraﬁé
Lo cover an assault made by about 13 tanks supported by infanﬁry,

It was, however, pocrly timed. The marine infantry had been able to

establish themselves on shore and their tanks (1st Marine Tank Battalion),

several were temporarily damaged by mines on the beach, and joined
their respective combat teams.8

The point of impaét of'thg enemy thrust fell between the lst and
5th Hapine Regiments.9 (Map ;3). Detachments of specially'traincd
infantrymen rode the tops of the tanks and more swarmed behind,lo (The
Japanese Amy troops on PELELIU were top quality, most of them veterans
of the cfack Kwantﬁng Army of Ménchurian fame, ) It was a finc melee
whilc it lasted only it did not last very long. The infantry
riding on tanks and those folloWing were cut down by small-arms firo
from the marines in their foxholes. The Jap tanks, instead of, con-
centrating on mobping up the infanﬁry and breaking through to the
artillery positions, chose to slﬁg it out with the few Shermans that
managed to reach the scene, The first Sherman to arrive (thorq were
five 'in all) clattered ﬁhrough-the line of waiting infantry and barged

head~on into the Japanese formation, cutting a swath of destruction
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cléar througn 1t At this point, the Sherman was hit by a shell from

: [ AP 4 Sy . .
the %idgm in such a way .as to cripple its stecring mechanism so thot

it <:oulra truvel only strelght forward or straight bﬁckward, The tank

-conmander therunon swung his turret around, ordercd the tank 1nto

rovcrso and chcrgcd in on thc rear of the attackers who were qlro dy
being knocked oﬁt bj the bazookhs and antitank guns of the ihfgntryélz
Japanese 37;mm gunfire tore the tracks fromvono of ouf'taﬁks aﬁd
bent the gun of another, Every time the Améfican 75's hit a Uéﬁ tank,
they made a 12-inch hole while the sccond shéil_buﬁned the tanki The
crippled mirine tank destrnyed no fewer than six cndiy Uaﬁgsi whbﬁ
£ho fisht was over, ho less than all thirteoh 3ab bénks had been
destroyedsl3 A11 the Japs in the aftack had beer killed and their
supﬁo}tiﬁg troops had vaniéhedx 'fﬁé het'feshi¥ was that, although some
marine unipé had sustdined severe iosses, the Jap tank ceased to be
a taétical factor on PEIELIU, ™A

Taﬁks ¢ontinued to be used freely, principally in close support

of infantry. Theirs was the mission of providing direct fire into caves

‘and crevices and to bc used as close artillery, They werc especiall
. ‘ ry y

effective in the assault on the airfield and the southern and eastern
sector of the island., Tﬁis area was characterized by scrub jungles high
grasses,‘teemlng with blockhouses, camouflageu pillboxes and lesser
insta llatlons defundod by many automatic Weamons.lB As mentioned

above, tanks were uscd freely but they were hit too, This was parti-
qulafiy true in the move to the north along the west‘coast and in the
assault on NGESEBUS and KONGAURU ISLANDS, In the ﬁedubtion of the Jap
pockets in the UMURBROGOL MOUNTAINS, the use of tanks was limited,
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Becauise of the wlldly oroken nafuru of ﬁhc terrain it was a simple
atter to mLko the caves mutuallj suhportlﬁg in mos£ instances,. To
use the tanks to any degree, Oxten31ve bdlldozlng was usually requirced
to move the tahks ihto firing p051t;dnsz Even then, they could seldom
be very offectivei In cbnnoétioﬁ with the tanks, it is interesting
to note that of thlrty brought. in during the original landing, only
ﬁ;ne were sermancntly disabled although all but one werc out of action
ot ore time or another,

There was no room for maneuver, and thc numerous crevices in the
rock and coral caused the tanks ennsiderable ":‘::L;blc by thoir tracks
becoﬁing caught in the crevices.A hs soon as the Japs saw a tank in
tpouble, they placed a mortar conccentration on it.}7

On D £ 8, the 32Lst RCT from ANGALUR arrived to reinforce the tired
marincs and to lend impetus to the final_assaglts.. Attaoched to the
321st RCT was a ;ompany of medium tanks (Company A, 7lOtthank Bat -~
taiion)‘togcthor‘With a Provisional Mortar Platoon and £he Assauit ,
Gun Platoon of the 710th,

The 321st RCT, supported by the tanks and assault guns of the

710th, pushed uprtho narrow coastal flat along the west coast line.

" The advance was slow, but was characterize? by the usc of armored patrols

to determinc the cnemy's location and strength, and then to continue
the assault with infantry supported by tanks.lS

At this time, two factors, other than thc obvious one of climina-

~ ting the enemy there, urged the immediate seizure of Northern'PELELiU.

One was the securing of a convenient base for assaultirg the adjacent
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islana of NGESEBUS with its fighter strip. . The other was to hold the
entire shore line and thus prevent reinforcemecnts to the enemy garrison.
< 19 '

fronm the island above PELELIU,

Tanks from the 710th Tank Battalion reinforced by marine tanks

'proéedcd_to the north cleaning out field pieces and caves and then
covered the ridges to the east while the marines invaded NGESEBRUS and

KONGAURU ISLANDS& These objectives were stormed in a shore4£o;éhore

oncratlon supporth by merine and army tanks and LVTAYs moving ndross

the reefi R051stanco was sovcre in places and llght in o%hersa By

Alghtfally all of KONGAURU héd been sechred and hha remaining

Japanese plnnod 1h oh tho northwestern tip of NGESEBUS where they were

20
lmquldated the follow1ng day.

Therc Was now only one group of Japs remaining but it was a big

_ ‘ .
Broup still well-~established in the middle section of BLOODY NOSE

RIDGE which overlobked the airfield.21 Tank=infantry teams moved
around the~northern tip of PELELIU and attacked southwarq west of the
hill mass. Enemy fcsistance was narrowed in this northern scctor to‘
RADIO HILL‘and a strongly held pocket on the low ground to iﬁs west
and south, With tanks leading infantry and eliminating punkers,
pillboxes and automatic weapons, this pocket was reduced. The hill
was finally storméd'and mopped, up on September BOth.?

Meantime, the: tankeinfantry team of the 321st RCT forhed from
thc>fiats on the west coast to the east and socuth to complecte the isb-
lation of the pocket of onomy remaining in the mountains,

~
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The‘UMURBROGOL Pocket, wheﬁ>fﬁe fighting had ceased évef&wheré
else dnvthe Island, was abou£ ébO §érds_long by about LOQ yarés Widc

. at the widest point; Its rédh¢£ibﬁ boiled down to a mét%or of getting
| t%e infantry into the pocke£ ﬁith fiame£ﬁroWers and démoii&ions and.

to blast out or seal each individual ca%ea This was attrition of the

enemy at its deadliest.23

Suriip iy
- The tanks of the marines ahé‘the 321st RCT played‘a most important
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terrain and many hours of bulldoder work had ﬁo bé'accomplished to
provide roads for thoﬁ; %heif pro£ec£5Ve drmor and fifeboWef were &
_definite factor in the Foflucbion of dretiy dosidbantby Tanks were

const;n%ly harasscd by min@S; Howevor in most instances,.they resulted
only in blawn %racké; TﬁcSe tracks were either repaired or recplaced
ushaiiy bn the spot with protection for the mechanics provided by other
tanks neutralizing cnemy guns and snipers from positions surrounding
the disabled tank. Likewiéo, smoke from the tank guns provided protcce

tion for repairs and to assist in movement under cover thereof,

SECTION IT
ANGAUR ISLAND-
Tormals _
(‘ ANGAUR (Map 140, a feirly small island 1ics anproximately six miles
outside the reef at the southorﬁ cnd of PELELIU,. ANGAUR is similar in

topogrephy to PELELIU, mostly flat coral and limestone. In the
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northwest corner there is high ground, 200 fcet above sca level, con-
sisting of scrub-jungle, covered pinnacles and steep cliffs. ANGAUR
“is smaller than PELQLIU measuring only 5000 yards long and less thén
4000 yards across at:its widest point. The shoreline has S£eep cliffé
20 to 40 feet high.

Onh ANGAUR most of the p0551b1ﬂ landlnﬁ beaches werc rrotecdted hw
antikboat barrlcades, somctlmes double and penerally ﬂtjthe reef line
The beaches were also laced W1th antltank dltches or barrlcadCSw

The Islqnd had no harbors but dld have an extcns ive nariow gau~o~r

railrood uuuwuln’ mostLy out of ropairt Roads were ﬂcncrally eight to

12 feet Wlae;-coral surfaded and sultable ohly for light traffic.

Géﬁ@?&l Situation

The bthetr prindipal component of the III Amphibioﬁs Corps at this
time was the.Slét Division, Majpr General Paul J; Mueller Commanding..
Thls unit was as yet untried in combat. its,initiai mission, together
with its covering force, was to stage a demonstration off BABELTHUAP
ISLAND on D—Day, stand by aboard ship to supportbthe PELELIU landing
if neccessary, then assault the island of ANGAUR.?A

When it became apparent that the lst Mafine Division had the
situation on PELELIU under control, the Slst'Infantry Divisidn (1css
the 323d RCT) was commitﬁed to the assault of ANGAUR iSLAND_September
17, 19Lh.u.Thé 321st and 322d Infantry Regiments. reinforced were landed
on two widely Soplrﬁicd bcaches on the eastern'shore; thg 3213t landed
en Beach Blue and the 322& on‘Beach Red. lThe two regiments made'a
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Junction between their beachheads late on D-Day. Following this, ﬁhey
swept across the Island in line from east to west. Upon Qeachinnghe
phosphate~refining village‘of'SAIPAN on the western shore, the 32ist
swung to the south aﬁd cleaned up that part of the Island whilec the -
3224, which had enéolntered some serious resistance in the high ground
to the northwest, closed in to isolate that resistance. One chulbory .
group held out in a cave-filled ﬁoc‘ket untll October 15, but since
they were in no »osition to‘threatéh the evénﬁdal outcome of the
operation, the 322d was content to dontain thémi ANGLUR wa’s @oclqrgd
securc.on'SépLember 20th, at‘which tiﬁ@, thc-féf shofe had Eeen
reached in all sectors and mopping—up completéd except for the single

~

: 125
pocket in the northwest hillsi

| 1 o 0 . 26
,thkswin_Abtioh

The 710th THnk éht%alibh, attached to the 8lst Infantry Division
was distributed as Follows: Company A plus a Provisional Mortar Ple-
toon reinforced with six mortars was attached to the 321st RCT; Compaﬁy
B was attached to the 322d BCT; the Battalion (—) and including threcc
M~10 TD's was blaced in Division‘reservgg,one Battalion Comﬁand Tank!
was placed with cach company,

411 tanks of Company A, 710th Tank Batt#lion werc on the beaches
by 1000, Tank barriers:on Blue Beach had Aot been cleared by bull—.-
dozefs in the assault waves; however, by 1100, the tﬁnks werce clear of
the beaches, Oné’enemy pillbox on the beach was destroyed by a tank
as it came écross a recef from the LCT. The tanks were hamperecd iﬁ their

’
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moyement by the coral formations consiting bf jagged outcroppings
and iarge'areas of crevices and fissures. Heavy jungle growth covered
all of the terrain off the beach, Due to the condition of the beach,
tanks were forced to go ;shore'in eight feet of water. Waterproofing
on the £anks was damaged in some instances and resuited in complete
or paf%ial flooding of one or two ténksl

Aé mentioned above, the Aensé jurigle growth jﬁst off fhé beach
made nééesséry the use ofliénké to shocﬁ into this'jdhgle with 30
caligifzﬁachine guns and 75:mm tank gunsﬁbblastihg gﬁe folidge away
to proviéevViéibility ahﬁ fieidé of fire;r In fifinérinto £he jungle
growth,,each tank took an a;éa aéd $eabched it; while enemy troops |
were seldom séen, upon moving fofWard, many dead Japanese were
found ih the areas fifed upon, and in no case had the enemy succeeded
in geiting éiose %b the tanks with any kind of demolition or anti-
bark minest The infantry followed the tanks at from 25 to 50 yards.
Tanks failed to draw small-arms fire; only unsupported inféntry was
fired upon,

_‘During the assault southward from the beach (Beach Red);

the tank=infantry teams of RCT 322 and Company B, 710th Tank Batﬁalion

forced the withdrawal of the enemy from their positions and killing

most of the enemy. Numerous pillboxes were destroyed. "One Japanese

’

' 77~mm gun was encountered emplaced on the high ground near and west

of the phosphate plant. This gun, firing from a range of about 500.
yards made threec hits on onc tank. No permanent damage was done to

the tank, The crew was mérely- shaken up. One hit was reccived on
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the side armor of the left sponson; one hit on the turret and one on
the rear aock. The Japanesc gun was iocatod and destroyed by tank
fire without further incident., During this operation, the tanks
consistently led the infantry by approximetely 50 yérds. Their
firec was directed whernever nccessary by the infantry.commandcr, through
the us¢ of a 536 radio or the Sound;powered telephones mounted ex—
terhally on- the tanksi In this action, Aﬂiy one plétoon of tanks was
utilized bécaﬁée of the impéSSablc terrain over whiéh the units were
ope}étingi ‘
, , )
Ih the advance from Besch Dlue Lo the west, the ténk-infanﬁry
team made up of ﬁhc.BQLét RCT .and ‘Company A, 710th Tank Battalion,
encouttered eremy artillery fire‘which caused them some uncomfortable
moment & éﬁd‘rgﬁulted in the death of a tank commander and a platoon
leader; After the occupation of MIDDLE VILLAGE, tank-infantry
columns Wére'diSpatched souﬁh along the west edge of the Island, turned
east to cr.ss the Island to the eastern beach (Green 2) and tied in
with the south flank o} the remainder of the RCT. Infantry rode the
tanks during this maneuver and dismounted frequently to recbnnoiter
to the flanks. This force encountered a great many encmy positions
but all were unoccupied. After joining the remaining clements of
the RCT, the tanks were placed in perimcter defense for the niéhﬁ.
v The move south through the phosphate plant and SAIPAN TOMN
was characterized, in part, by the attack on a concrete cmplacement
on the high ground northwest of the ﬁhoéphate plant. Firce from the

tanks finally drove all thc occupants of the position out into the
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open wherc they were destroyod by_tank fire and infantry sméliéérms
fire. APC nmmunition proved very effective in the destruction of this
concrete emplacement which had reihforced coﬁcrote walls more fhan

18 inches thick., The rangevwaé:hoo yards) ‘

The cratcr on ROMAULDO HILL proved to bc an cnemy étrongpointi
Entrance to this drater was through a narrow railroad cut At the south
vnd. it was found that the ground iﬂ the c¢rater was impassable fof
tanks because of cféficos and rock pihnacloé; except for the éevoral
forks of %he narrow-gauge railroad running around tﬁe créﬁcri These
railroad bods were barely wido encigh Lo adcosmoddte thé tanks, and
in the attempt to move into the crater, two tanks overturned from
the roadbed; one 6atéhing fire immeaiately. The other tank ﬁas
disarmed aid abahdoncdi This incident resultod in dismissing this’
plaen and dcéisioﬁ to sﬁpport infantry from the mouth of the railroad
cut, ﬁufing the time the ianks were inside the crater, several hits
were sustained from Japancse guns of 37-mm or 4O-mm; but no damage
resulted.

Five dajs of action, wﬁerein tanks from the mouth of the cut
supportcd infantry in their efforts to exterminate the Japs i% their
positions in the crater brought no clear-cut results, Thercfore, it
was decided to try to move tapks intb the crater from the northoast
Sidc. \Proviouslyg a road had boen constructed from the northeast
side of the crétor to Beach Red.and'an attompt was made at this time
to bulldoze routes into thc crater as an cxtension of this road,

=

Tanks cowvercd thic bulldozc~: during this phase of the operation,
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Thereafter,,tanks.were able to give fire support to phe infantry
from their newly-made positions, resuiting in firé from the south
(raiiroad éut) and northeast into the crater. Likewise, 155~mm Howi-'
tzers were placed in the railroad cut to fire around the rim of the
crater, A/medium tank was used as éﬁ artillery cbserver's tank from
which to adjust this fire, the tank being plated in a position on
commanding ground about 200 ya}as frof the rim of the crater.

During fhe vemainder of the operations on ANGAUR, tanks werc .
called upon ihtefmiﬂiehﬁiy for éﬁbpo%ting fires and perimeter and beach
defense. The tervain cf'thc final attion of mopping-up was such thet

it was impossible to use the tanks,

.Summarz

Because of thc terrain in this opergtion, it was usually neces-
‘bary to move the tanks in column. The Japs, when attacking these
¢olumns, usually fired on the last vchicle apparently in the hope
o% disabling the lastrﬁank and thereby blocking the cscape route to
thce others. Their wecapons werc unable to damage our tanks to -that
extent, .

The nocessitj for close cooperation between combat cngincers
and the tankers in close terrain of the type cncountered on ANGAUR
" whs brought‘out forcibly. On a numbcr of,oceésions, it would have
becn impoasibie for the tanks to support the ihfantry without prior
prgparation of firing positions by the cnginecfs for thg tankg,A |
Likewise, thc engincers could -not have prepared ‘thesc positiéﬁs;without

the cover afforded by the tanks. Honce —=- COOPERATION,
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CHAPTER 8
THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
SECTION I

GENZRAL

The PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGO, comprising over 700 scparatc islands,
is about .500 miles from the coast df ASTa; This cﬁain, cktondiné
liOO miles from east tolwcst, poSseés¢s an_irféguléf éoastline to%&i;-
ling over 12,500 miles, Many fifie harbors eiiét in this cﬁaing most
of them undeveloped, and there are many ianding beashess - Tﬁe .
PHILIPPINE ISLaNDS, by virtue of éheir stratégic location; compietc1§
dominate the easﬁcrn part of-thg SOUT% bHiNA éEAi‘

From a military point of view the ?ﬁii&PPiNE ISLANDS may be .
considored to fall into four stratogic groups as follows: LUZON,
MINDANAO, The VISAYAS or CENTRAL ISLANDS,Iand the SULU ARCHIPELACO,
the chicf island of Which is JOLO.

The g¥eat number of islands, as well as the difficultics in-
volved iﬁ mbving troops to any threatened point, largely resolvcs
the problem of defense into an'effort_to hold only the largest and ‘
mbst'importanp land arecas, partiéularly LUZON and MINDANAO.

In addition to thoir military valuo, tho PHILIPPING ISLANDS
posscss natural resources of considerablé importance to JAPAN or té

any other cmpire-building nation, The largest- chromite lode in the

'“World and the most oxtensive high-grade iron deposits in the FAR EAST

‘are located in thc PHILIPPINES. Gold mining is onc of thc country's

chief sources of wealth, and manganese and'coppcr arc found in large
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quantities. Hemp, sugar, cbpra, cocoanut oil, and tobacco arc the
principal agricultural products while virgin-hardwood forests con-
stitute a valuable reserve of national wealth. The total land
available is ample for the nceds of the population which numbers

almost 17,000,000,

7Generdi éituation

The fall of g‘éRREG’IDOR, of May 6, 1941, marked the end of the
PHILIPPINE éampaigﬁ for thc Japanese. The "Pearl of the Orient! was
now in tﬁeip handsi

Genetai Douglas MﬁéArthur.ordered by the President of the UNITED
STATES to 1@5ve the fHILIPPINES befofe they were taken by the Japancsc,
made the pfpphetié statoment, "I shall return.” |

By earl& fall of 1944, the Unites States Forces had gaincd the
initiativo and were nwying relentlessly across thc PACIFIC, The
Japancse were now boiné continually kept off balance by the timing
and sequence of UNITED STATES! blows, Dangerously weakecned by at-
trition in important categories of weapons, the Japanesc had been
steadily forced back..

In preparation for our further advance, the'Japanoso, after the

loss of the MARTANAS, developed the SHO Plans, a scries of dlternativos

with which tc counter any American thrust against their island chain,
Sho No, 1 providcd for thc defense of the PHILIPPINES, Sho No,.2 for
the FCRMOSA-NANSEI SHOTO~SOUTHERN KYUSHU'aroa5;Sho No, 3 for

' 1
KYUSHU-SHIKOKO~HONSHU  and Sho No, .4, HOKAIDO. -
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Ls it was cansidhrod most probable that Sho No, 1, the defense
of ﬁhe PHILIPPINES; would be the operation actually called for, the

Japandse Army concvntrctod its efforts on reinforcing that Archlpolagw.

Insecurc at sea and in the air, they mct the problem of how to -
be strong evorywhefe at once by the best possible compromisc; Strongly
manning LUZONAané preparing a mobile cohntcr—landing forbe bo delay,’
or, if possible, to throw Baék our troops after we had coﬁmittéd ﬁhoﬁ
to a specific objettive.

As a consequence of the Sepﬁember'Opcratioﬁs, particularly tho
successful carrier strikes on the PHILIPPINES, and of inforhation of
the WeékneSscs‘of Ja pqncsv forces thvrb, it was d001ded to strike
dlrectly at the VISAYAS, - In mld-Supfember thcrcforo, thn Jomht Chlcfs
of Staff & rectsd the Commmdorum-(:hlcf Solrtimdt BACTFIC AREA,
to seize and deVelop baées and ins%all forces_in the CENTRAL PHILI-
PPINES, and direcdted tie Ebmmander-in~0hicf, PACIFIC OCEAN AREA, to
augnient i;_he fortes of the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AFEA and to furnish |
necessary navel support.

Rcocéupation of the PHILIPPINES by General MacArthur's forces
would mark'tﬁo cqmp%otion of the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER's iﬁmedi—'
ately assighed mission and tﬁe succeésful.return Woula aiso bisect
the’JAPANESE EMPIRE. Forces in that theater would then be available
for whatever the subsequent situation might demand.

At 0800; on October 17, 1944, an advance party of Rangers bcgan
landing on the islets in the mouth of LEYTE GULF to.secﬁre the entry
to the Gulf; On the 20th, United States Forccs went ashore against
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relatively light opposition, This was becausc of the heavy loss of
ships and planes by thce Japancse prior to the landing.
i few days later, General Machrthur's prophecy was fulfilled,

He again landed on the PHILIPPINES.

SECTION II
LEVTE
. . ‘Terrain
fEYTE (Map l§§ ié trave;sed by a belt of mountains, the CENTRAL
CORDILLERA RANGE, funning,from{cARigﬁaﬁ BAY ih_the north, to CARALIAN
BAY and SOGOD BAY in theéédutb;7 This range_of modhtéins consists
almost entirely of extihdt volcdrioes aéd are &hﬁfacﬁe?ﬁzcﬁ by ihtprL
lacing, khife-iiké sﬁuf% and ridgeég h§a§iiy chfgrOWh with tropicai
ﬁqliage and deébiy éﬁﬁ fa%iheé{ Thd édRﬁILiERA ﬁANGE forms aﬁ effoctive
ﬁd&urél barricr behWéen éhc.éastern and western coastal areas of the
isiand;, ﬁa%th and edst of this mountain range lics the LEYTE VALIEY,
a bfoad,‘agriculturally.rich pldin, where most of the Island's food
is grown. Occupying approximately 250 square ﬁiles, LEYTE_VALLEY

forms a wide corridor between the CENTRAL CORDILIERA RANGE and the

hills to the cast. To the north, it opens. towards CARIGARA BAY

and in the south it slopes into the lowland conast bectween TACLOBAN
and ABUYOG., Two smaller wvalleys are the TACLCBAN'VALIEY, which liecs
south of TACLOBAN and joins the LEYTE VLLLEY in the vicinity of PALO
and the ORMOC V.LLEY which‘lios~north of the town of ORMCC. Thesc
two vaileys are notcd for their cocoanut plantations and sugar cane
ficlds.
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The ecast coast, from CATAISAN POINT on the north to the town of
ABUYOG on the south, possesscs the best landing beaches on LEYTE,
From ABUYOG south to CABALIAN BLY, the cnst coast is Yugged and un-

suitable for landing operationsy CARIGARA BAY is the most prominent

terrain feature on the north coast, Shallow water, swamps and high

ground cast and west of the Bay greatly res%fi¢ﬁ the north c¢oast of
IEYTE for military dp@rationé} .The west, coaét»from RABIN POINT to
ORMOC 1.8 Qery iffcguih?% ORMOC BAY has an édequate anchorage for a -
lérge number ovaeéseis.and possesses theé oﬂiy suitable landing beachecs
along the éﬁtire west coast of the isléndl_lThe south coast has two
deep bays, the SOGOD and bho CI;EAiﬁM‘ The entire southern portion

of thé Isiand iﬁvfﬁggc& and mountainous except for a narrow coastal
plain oh which is built the narrow‘road that runs arcund the'southern

end of the Islandy

General Situation

The‘initial Allied thfuét into the inLIPPINE ISLANDS was the
iEYTE operation from Octobef 17th to December 26, 1944. This
of fensive actioﬁ wes conducted by the UNITED STATES. Sixth irmy under
command of Lieuﬁehant GeﬁeralyWalter Krueger. The IEYTE opération
was divided into three tactical phésess Phase Oné, which consisted
of an:amphibious\Operatioh to:securevthg entrance to the LEYTE GULF,

was completed by the 6th Ranger Battalion in two days, October 17

and 18, 1944, Phasc Two, which ran from October 20th to November 24,

consisted of seizing and sccuring the coastal strip of castern IEYTE
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from TAGLOBAN fo DULA& and the épening of the SAN JUANICO and PAﬁAON
éTRAI%él The fhifd:ﬁhaée wasithe'éompletion of the task of clearing
the Islahd of aii ofgqﬁiéed J;panese resistances This Third Phase
was éompieted dd?ihg £hé'peribd of November 3d to Decenber 26, 19@&3
Phasec TWO of the IEYTE OpCf:tLOﬂ oegan on October 20; 194, when
the X ahd XXIV Corps landed abreast on the eastern coash of LmYT“
In the X.Cofpé zone, the ist Ca§alry Division landed £o'ﬁhe notth near
SAN JOSE with the 24th Infantry Division, less the 21st infantfy
Regiment , on its-lbftz On the first day, the 1lst Cavalry biViéion
seized the TACLOBAN giffiéld and capturcd TAGLOBAN the naxt day. Five
dayé later, the Division ﬁas moving hOrtkwest toward CARIGARA where
it met, on 6ctober é?th; the 2Atﬁ Infantry Division ( -~ ), which
had proviously sccured ?ALO. On November 2, 1944, CARIGARA was
capt@red by a‘coordinated attaék of the 1st Cavalry and 24th Infantry
Divisioné;
McanWhile, in the XXIV zonc, the 7th Infantry Division landed
on the south flank of thc 96th Infantry Bivision in the vicinity of

DULAG. On October 2lst, the 7th Division captured the DULAG AIRSTRIP,

and within the next four days it seized three airficlds in the

BURAUEN area, On October 29th, DAGAMI was captured. In the meantime,
other elements of the 7th Division had moved south to secure ABUYOG

and then acfoss the Island to occupy BAYBAY, By October 3lst, relief

of the 7th Infantry Division was initiated by the 96th Infantry Division
which hadl secursd ths soulhern portion of the LEYTE VALIEY, Thus,

on November 2, 1944, Phasc Two of the LEYTE opcration was completed,
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The 24th Division moved westﬁard‘from CARIGALRA dn Novemeer Bd,
and this mﬂrked thcleeginning of Phase Three of the'operationé
PINAMOPOAN was cwoturcd on November Lth and the DlVlSlon then turned
south until it was stopped at BREAKNECK RIDGE ne&rIILON-

In the XXIV zone, the 96tb ntry u1v131on ellmlnated encmv
re31stcnce west of DAGnMI and in congunctlon w1th the llth nlrbofno
DlVlSlon, whlch had reinforced the Slxth Army, bcg h a push WGstw rd
across the mountalns; Meanwhlleglthe “7th Infantry D1v1elpn COncentraﬂed
in the éAYBAY.hrea, ahd then mevea horthwéfd‘toward OﬁMéﬁi ﬁﬂeﬁhe?
division, whlch had relnforced the Sixth Aﬁmy, the 77+h Ihfantrj
D1v131on, made an asseult landlng south of ORMOC on December 7th and
eaptured bRMDC on DeCember lOths The 77th then contlnued-north along
HIGHVIAY NO; 2 and contcéted elements of X Corps, the 1st Cavalry
Division Qnd the 32d Infuntry Division, which had re plaeed the 24th
Infantry DlViéion. This closed the trap on the ma jor portion of the
encmy forces on LEYTE, On December 25th, a battalion of the 77th
bivision, mage an’assault landing at PALOMPON, the only remaining
&apanese port on the west coast of IEYTE. This wos the climox of the

; 2
IEYTE operation,

Tanks in Action

The battle for LEYTE was primerily an infantry battles Tanks
werce used iﬁfm¢nor units, sections, platoons; rarcly as a comﬁany and
only oncc as a. battalion. A1l of ﬁhe tank action was in support of
ipfantry, and for that reason, it is necessary to kcep in mind the -
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brief foregoing discussion of thé overall operation on the island of
LEYTE: Thé tank uhibs thet participated in the LIYTE campaign ineluded
thé fqilowing: Lith Tank Battalion, 706th Tank Battalion, 763d Tank
Baﬁtalion, 767th Tank Battalion, 776th Amphibious Tgnk Battalion and
the 780th Amphibious Tank Battalion,

Lith Tank Battalion., The 44th Tank Battalion, less Company C,

supported the action of the 1lst Cavalry Division, the 24th Infantry
Division and the 32d Infantry Division. On D-Day, Company 4 of the
Lith, landed with the 12th Cavalry Regiment. After the initial landing
Company A was unable to accompany the izth Regiment, = Becausc of éwampy
ground it could not move off the roads.3 On November L, 194, Company
I was attoched to the 21st Infantry of the 24th Division. 4t this
time, theIZAth was advancing south from PINAMOPOaN towards ORCC.-

Thé 21st Regiment Qsed the tanks in units of from two ﬁanks to a
platoon to reduce hostile automatic weapons emplacemehts? to engage
enemy tanks,'and to render fire support to the advancing infantry,

On November 10th, a plaﬁoon of Company,Abattacked a hill known as
"LITTLE CASINO" without infantry support, The tefrain was such thatr
the tank guns could not be depressed enough to fire at the enemy dug-
in positions. Most of ﬁhe effective fire thet the Plaﬂoon delivered
came from the individual arms of-the crews, The hext day saw the
capture of the hill with a- tank-infantry team. On November 15th,
Company 4 was attached to the 32d Infantry Division. The 32d used

the tanks in small gfoups agaigst various t;rgets until the 77th
Infantry Division was met moving from ORMCC northward, On December 22,
194),, Company A was released to its parent battalion,

105



Company B of the L4th Tank Battalion was attaéhed to thé Tth
CaQalry Regiment and for ﬁhe first three days after the,assgﬁlt
landing it was pert of a tank-infantry team used to clean out machine
gun nests and mortar positions in the SAN JOSE-TiCLOBAN area., There-
after, Company B saw no tank action but the personnel were used by
the lét Cavalry Division on dismounted putposts and patrols,

Company D was employed in a manner similar to Company B's employ-—
mént. They supported the 1lst Squadron of the 7th Cavalry Regiment in
seizing an airstrip on the CATAISAN PENINSULA on the first day.

Lo

Thereafter¥ the Company saw very little tank action.

776th imphibious Tank Battalion. The 776th Amphibious Tank

Baﬁtalion, minus‘Company'D, was attached to the 7th Infantry Division
for the assault landing on LEYTE. Company 4 supported the lst Bat-
talion of the léuth infantry; Company B supported the 3d Battalign,
}8Ath Infanfr& and the 3d Battalion, 32d Infantry; and Company‘C '
supportea the 24 Baftalion, 32d Infantry. All of the coﬁpanies of

the 776th amphibious Tank Battalion participating in the assault,

. landed abreast in the first wave at 1000 October 20, 19L4s HAlthough

‘mortar and small arms fire was received immediately upon landing

the companies moved inland approximately 250 yards firing direct

fire missions on pillboxes, retreating enemy soldiers and other

© targets, Then the Battalion tock up firing positions to support the

advancing infantry by overhead fire,
The second platooh of Company A, 776th Amphibious Tank Battalion,

tried to move up the DAGUITAN RIVER to secure the DAO Bridge in con-

- Junction with an overland attack by ghe 184th Infantry,s The
Wy
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amphibious tanks were unable to move upstream because of the swif£4>
néss of the streami The platoon then tried to move overland but it
was stooped by swamps}' It then returned to the mouth of the DAGUITAN
and helped protect thé left flank of the 7th Division by going into
position and giving indirect fire support, Meanwhile, the third
élatoon of Company C had a similar mission to helplthe 32dvInfantry
secure a bridge over the CALBASAG RIVER, This platoon was stopped
by felled trees and swampy ground. It returned to the Company area.

The 776th Amphibious Tank Battalion remained in positioh giving
fire suppor£ to élements guarding the left flank of the 7th Infahtry‘
wDivision until November 5th, At that time, it was relieved and went
into rehabilitation bivouac until used in the action on the west
coast of LEYTE, On November 30th, Company C reinforced by the éa and
3d Platoons of Company B joined the 7th Division in the BAYBAY area.,
‘Compﬁny C, reinfbrced, supported the 7th Divisioh in its move up the
coast towards ORMOC by flanking enemy positions by water and rendering
fire sqppért to thelinfantry who were advancing overland,

Company A of the 776th Amphibious Tank Battalion furnished the
amphibious tank element of the task force of'the 77th Infantry Di-
vision which made the assault landing to capture ORMOC, On December
7th, Company /i landed and protected the flanks oﬁ the succeediqg
landing waves. TFor two days, Company A was in position giving direct
fire support_td the 305th Infantry, On the 8th, one platoon was
. attached to the 902d Field Artillery Bat£alion. On the 9th,

Company A moved along the coast protecting the left flank‘of the 77th
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~ Division, it 0900, on December 10th, Company A moved into ORMCC,

the first unit to arrive in that town}é On the 11lth, the Company

continued the advance along the beach to the vicinity of LANAC,

On December 11th and 12th, Company 4 was placed under control.of

Division Artillery, 7th Inf;ntry Division, for indirect fire mission,

After that it occupied posiﬁibns for defending the OXMOC beach until

it embarked, on becember 2Lth, for the assault landing at PALOMPAN .,
Company & of the 776ph hmphibious,Tahk Battalion supplied all of

the artillery support to the taskxforce which made the assault on

P.LOVPAN, Company A launched its attack on the beaches at 0700

" December 25th after moving 28 miles across open water. The assaulting

battalion usqd Company # for fire support, to reconnoiter small'islands
off the coast and to make small flanking attacks on the enemy by water.
This ended the action of the 776th Lmphibious Tank Batpalibn on

LEYTH except for mopping-up operatibhs on some of the adjoining islands.

767th Tank Battalion. Four platoons of the 767th Tank Battalion -

tbqk part in the initial assault on LEYTE. The Battalion was attached
to the 7th Infantry Division, and its four assaulting platcons landed

in thefsecond to fifth waves., The remainder of the Battalion landed

"in the 10th to 1lith waves. . Company 4 was attached to the 324 Infantry,

Company B was attached to:the(184th‘infantry and Company C to thé;l7th
Infantry., One platoon of Company D was attached to the 32d(Infantry,
one. platoon to the 17th Infantry énd the remainder of Company D was
attached to the 184th Infantry. For the first twb days, the companies
remained attachéd to the infantry regiments and were then returned to

their parent battalion, While operating with the infantry regiments,
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the tank companies were normally held in rescrve. Platoons were sent

out to help the pattalions when neededi The pfimary missiod of the
tgnksvwas to clean out ;épanese'pillbOXes and machine gun nests,

On Ochbbef 23d, the 767th Tank Battalion engaged in the only |
recorded action of a battalion-size tank unit on LEYTE.8 The 767th
Tank Battalion attaéked along the highway from DULAG to BURAUEN with
Company A oﬁ the left, Company B on the right and Company”q:following
along the road, Companr D was left in the bivouac area to protect
the supﬁly‘columnsa The mission of the 767th was to precede the
17ﬂh Iﬁféntry aloné the DﬁLAG-BURAUEN Highwéy covering from 200-300
yards on cach side of the-Highway. They were gilven no infahtﬁy
support ; vTﬁe.attack jumped off at OBCO‘Qn'the m&rning of the.23d.
The line of denarture was the north-south road 2000 yards west of
of the DULAG LIRSTRIP, By nooh, the Battalion had covered three
and one-half miles and had seized SiN PiBLO, The resistance had been
light. The most notable incident was that of a Japanese soldiér
climbing on thefréar deck of a-tank to place.a<satchel charge. The
tank follow1nr killed the Jgp and shot the charge off the tank with
machine'gun fire. The Battcllon stopped at Sill PABLO for re-supply

and then continued its amvance at 1400, By 1600, the Battallon had -

akcn the two oﬁN PABLO airstrips and h&i entered BURAUEN, The infantry

following had movcd s0 slowly thoy were two miles to the rcar SO thc
767th was ordered to W1thdraw to its bivouac area, This was in ac-
cordance w1th the nollcv of never hav1ng the tanks blvouacken in front
of the 1nfantry.9 The next day, ‘the attack waes repeated with a
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few changes, Company D was given dbmpahy C's mission and Company C

~was given the misgion of turning north to overrun the BURI AIRSTRIP,.

Resistance was much greater this second day, mostly because of mines,

On entering BURAUEN, several tanks hit mines and were disabled, These

- knocked-out tanks blocked the streets for the remainder of the columns.,

By noon, the 17th Infantry had arrived and proceeded‘to mbp up the
town,

The tank action discussed above was no£ successful for several
reasons, For one, the tanks were not aé aggressive as they might
have been, For this lack of aggressiveness, the Battaiion,Commander
was relieved of his command, Also, the infantry mde a grave mistake
in not giving the tank battalion some gnfantry support. Had the tanks
been accﬁmpaniod by aé much as one rifle company the first day, the

second day's attack probably would hatve been unnecessary.. This ac-

‘tion ended the independent operations of the 767th Tank Battalion

on LEYTE,

| From this time forward, the tanks of the 767th Tank Battalion
were.used in small uniés to support infahtry action. The only other
action of armor worthy of‘note was in the"Battle of Stone‘Bridge."Io
On Odtﬁber 28, 1944, STONE BRIDGE was attacked by Company F of the
17th Infantry supported by the lst. and 2d Platooné of Company C,
767£h, sfter a short preparation, the attack jumped off; The‘tanks
proceeded‘along the road and the infantry moved to their flanks off
the road., Three tanks managed to get across ghe bridge but the

remainder of the force was: stopped at the stream,. The three tanks

‘moved ahead-alone., This proved to be a costly error. Two of the tanks

110



were disabled and the crew of one.lost;, The reﬁmining tank with two
crews withdrew to the Bridge. & flanking attack by the infantry then
reduced the position and the way to DAGAMI was openvto the American
Forces, The lesson 1éarned in this action is that, when tanks leave
the protection of the infantry, they invite disaster.

| After DAGAMI was captured, the 767th Tank Batﬁalion returned to
the BURAUEN-DAGAMI area and remained there for the duration of the

fight for LEYTE.ll

780th smphibious Tank Battalion. 'The'BOth Amphibious Tank Baf-
talion was attachéd to tﬁe ééth Infantry.Division on'August 2L, 1944,
The Battalibn trained with the 96th Infantry Division for the.LEYTE
- operation, For the assault landing on LEYTE, Companies A and B were
given the mission of ;eading the attack of the 3824 Infantry and
Companies C and D-were gi?en thé mission of leaging the attack of the
383d Infantry. The amphibious tanks wer e to precede the infantry
by 50 yards, open fife 300 yard; from ﬁhe beach, and secure the beach
by direct fire from the first good firing positions. This fire was
" to be lifted when maskéd by the advancing infantry. Thereafter, the
tanks were to support the infantry by indirect fire, It was not
planned to use.the amphibious tanks farther inland than 500 yards.:
The LST's carrying the 780th Amphibipﬁs Tank Battalion moved
into SAN PEDRO BAY on the morning of October 20, 19AA. The tanks were.
débarkcd and at 0930 the Battalion moved in line across the line of
departure which was 4000 yards from the beach in the vicinity of SAN
JOSE, Fire was opened by all weapons of all companies BOC yards
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off shore, anc¢ the firing continued until'the advancing infantrymen
of thé 96th Infantry Division masked the direct fire from the tanks,

Company A was held up by antitank obstacles 200 yards inland
and feceived mortar fire from HILL 120 to the southwest. Company B
was initially stopped by trees and stumps on the beach. These two
Companies finally extricated themselves and moved inland in support
of the 3824 Infantry., Companies C and D, meeting light resistance
ét first, moved inland 500 yards, reorganizéd and proceeded £o aid
the.lst Battalion of ﬁhe 383d Infantry in a river crossing. On
Octbber 21st, Companies C and D pulled back to tie in witﬁ the field
artillery and render indirect fire support to the infantry., On
October 22, Companiés C and D were ordered‘to move to TIGBAW to sup-
port the 383d Infantry, fhéy were stopped by mud and were unable tb
carry out this mission. Meanwhile; Companies 4 and B continued in
close fi%e support of the 382d Infantry until October 23d. On that
date, all companies of the 780th Amphibious Tank Battalibn were
released to control of their parent battalion and the Battalion was
reaésembied on fhe beach,

Tor five days the 780th Amphibious Tank Battalioﬁ remained on

the beach performing beach defense missions. On October 29th the

-Battalion moved in mass to a position 300 yards southwest of TELE-

GRaPHO to support by fire the attack of the 38lst Infantry on CATMON
HILL. During the night, the tanks fired harassing fire on enemy
positions and the next day continued in their role as artillery in

support of the infantry attack,
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The 780th Amphibioué Tank Battalion moved into a bivouac
north of SAN ROQUE on November ist and the next day they moved to a
semi-permanent bivouac one mile south of RIZAL, Here they remained
antil the-end of the LEYTE campaign furnishing patrols, security

forces, beach defenses and guards for the XXIV Corps Headquarters.l2

7634 Tank Battalion. The armor support, other than that of am-
phibious tanks with the 96th Infantry Division in the LEYTE operation,
was provided by. the 763d Tank Battalion., Companies 4 and B were
attached to the 382d Infantry, and Companies C and D were attached to
the 383d Infantry. The miséion assigned to these companies was to
l;nd directly in rear of the assault waves of the infantry and from
" then on to support the advance of the infantry tas directed.

it 1014, October 20, 1944, the tanks were landed in the 96th
Division zone in the seventh wave. Companies A4 and B were under com-
mand of the Battalion Commander, and Combanies C and D were under
comnand of the Battalion Executive Officer., ‘Véry little resistance
was encountered on the beaches and the tanks pfoceeded inland support-
ing the infantry. Ebout 1000 yards inland, the tanké were stopped
by swamps. The infantry went on without the tanks and thé-763d
reassembled on the beach. |

On the 25th of October, Company £ of the 763d Tank Battalion was
attached to the reserve infant;y regiment, the 3813t; aﬁd moved north
with the‘BSlst to TANUAN and then west to KILING. . Very little eﬁemy.
resistance was encountered durihg this move, Rt KILING, Comﬁany A

was attached to the 382d Infantry which had been contacted, The
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Company supported bhe 362d in its action west of DAGKMI uhtil it was
stopped by poor roads and weak ridges.. On November 6; Compahy & |
returned to DAGAMI and remained.inactive for two weeks, On the
20th, a parﬁ of Company A was organized into tank-artillery bat-
teries and reinforced the 96th Division's Artillery until December
10th, &t that time, Company A was attacheé to the X Corps and moved
to LIMON,  There they werc given the mission of supporting the advance
of the 32d Division south along the road towards ORICC., Company A
continued in this role until juncture was made with the American forces
advaﬁcing from the soqth and then they were released and returned to
DACLMI,

After the initial landing, Company B of the 763d Tank Battalion
‘was inacti§e until Novemgeri20th. At’that time, the company was
attached to the 96th Divisién’s artillery and was‘used to provide 
indifect fire support throughout the reﬁainder of the LEYTE Campaign.

"'hen the 763d Tank Battalion returncd to the battalion assembly
area on ﬁﬁo beach after the initial assault, Company C>was ordered
to reconnoiter a foute to PIKAS, OUne platoon of Company C plus a
platoon of Company D set out on thié mission, Thé medium tanks of
Company C_led'énd.succeeded in méking the bridges impassable for the
light tanks of Company D;lB ks a consequence, the platoon.from Com-
ﬁany'D lagéed behind and were atﬁacked by a force of Japanese carrying:
pole charges, One tank was disabled and the platoon was stopped.
The piatoon of medium tanks tried to return ﬁo the aid of the light
tanks but ﬂhey could nét turn around on the narrow road. Finally,
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ahother platoon of Company C was sent to the rosches The net reSult
was é day wasted, a tank lost, and the mission unaccomplished. This
could have been avoided if some infantry had accompanied the tank
platoons. Company C did very little thereafter until November 29th.
Then, like Company B, they were attaéhed to the artillery for indirect
fire support.

after the assault landings, Company D was used for patrol work,
to mop up by-passed enemy pocketslof resistance and for security -
forces for engineer work parties., During the last half of the cam~
paign, Company D remained inactive in Eivouac near DAGAMI.lh

706th Tank Battalion., The 706th Tank Battalion arrived in the

LEYTE GULF at 0600 November 23, 194k, and debarked at 09C0 in the vi-
cinity of DULAG on the east coast of LEYTE, A bivouac was set up in
the UBAN-TANRAGONA area. The Battalion remained in this bivouac
nerforming beach defense missions and carrying out administrative
tasks for the duration of the LEYTE campaign.

Companies A and D were detached and séw action with the 77th
Infantry Division., Company # moved by‘wafer to ORMOC and joined
the 307th Infantry Regimcnt.at VALENCiA. The company, minus -one
platoon, took up defensive positions on the VALENCIA AIRSTRIP, The -
24 Plétoon was attached.to the 2d Battalion of the 307th Infantry,
The only significant action of the Company was the action of three
tanks attached to an infantry patrol. Vest of Sili JOSE on December

24th; these three tanks fired 28 rounds of 75-mm HE on targets desig-

nated by the patrol leader and killed approximately 4O enemy soldiers,
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At 08C0, December 20th, Company D left UBAN and made an overland
march along HIGHAY 1 to BAYBAY and then up the coast to join the 77th
Division, On arrival, one platoon was attached to the 307th Infantry
and the remainder of the Company to the 305th Infantry., The next
day, Company D was ordered to report to the 306th Infantry west of

LIPUNGLO, The tanks proceeded up HIGHVAY NO. 2 to KANANGA, Here

‘they were stopped by enemy dug-in. 2long the TOGBONG RIVZ.. The tank

company made an atteck and drove the enemy out. One hit by a mortar
shell made a hole in the top of one of thé tanks. The tank commander .
was killed, This was the only serious damage sustained by Company D
at this time,

Forthe next two days, Company D moved in‘support of the infantry
against sporadic enemy resistance. The end of the fight for LIYTE

16

was in sicht,

Summs.ry

The use of tanks on LEYTE left much to be desired, Many succes-
sful oﬁofations were conducted by the tank unité there, but many
Q@portunities to.use the tanks to telling advantage were overlooked
or disregerded. OSeveral reasons'for this are apparent, .In the‘fifst
place, the terrain on the Islanc was poor for tanks and'ih the train-
in~ of the tank units, hot enough emﬁhasis was placed in orienting the
tankers es to the nature of the ground over which they were to fight,
In the second place, there was a serious lack of ﬁraining between the
tankers and the infantr& resulting in a mutual misunderstanding of
cach other's capabilities'and limitations, .
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. Generally, the tank action on LEYTE was characterized by the
employment of armor in small units supporting and being supported by
the infantry. Freqguent use was made of the tanks to auément the
artillery fires supporting the infantry, Finally, pdor terrain and
the lack of a suitable foad net proved to be the most limiting ob-

stacles found in using tanks on LEYTE.

SECTION iII
LUZON
Terrain
The island of LUZON is the iongest and most important of the
PHILIPPING ISLQNUS (Hap 16), ﬁLUﬁON stretches 500 miles from north
to south., It hes a maximum width of about 140 miles, The broad sec-
tion of the Island, north of MANILA, cohtains four distinct mountain
reﬁges. It also contains two great vélleys or plains, Ih the ei~
trene Qorth from'APARRI'the~AO mile wide CﬁGﬁyAN TLALLEY offers a
spacious route of invasion. To the southwest of the CARABALLO HMOUN =
TsINS, Pa PANGA PL.IN extends this avenue of'approéch as féf as.
MANILA B4Y. This second great lowland{ highlj cultivated and avéraging
50 miles in width, offers the best route of invasion on LUZON, There
are excellent landing beaches along the shores of capécious LINGLYEN
“ULF. These beaches are only 150‘miles across the GULF from i"aNILA.
Immédiately to the south of MaANIL ., LAKE TaAL and L.GUNA DE BAY
effectively canalize the approach routes to the city. #rom that di-
rection, particularlﬁ fine landing beaches are found at LZGASPI and
@ |

~NTTONAN.  On the east coast and along the shore of BoTENGAS PROVINCE
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in-ﬁhe west Wé fikd the key’to the islahd’s communication systems, both
foad and faii‘,

Vegetation varieé with the-terraih; great stands of Pine trees
high in the mountains yield to tropicél forests on the slopes and in
the uncultivated lowlands,

Précipitation, rather than temperature, determines the seasonal
differences,. The northeast monsoon which brings rain ﬁo eastern LUZON
prevails from CCTOSER to May, At the end of the northeast monsoon
season, the southwest monsoon starts. This drenches western LUZON
ond is frequontly accompanied by cyclonic storms or typhobns. Thé_
temperatufe averages about 80 degrees the year round.

Since terrain and weather are vital factors in any military opera-
tion,'it would be well to bear these factors in mind as we progress

through the LUZOM campaign,

General Situation

During the planning of the LUZON operation, it was decided to
conduct it in three phases, Phase I was to be an amphibious assault
tO'seizé and consolidate beachhcads in the LINGAYEN~-DAMORTIS area of
LINCGAYEN GULF and £o initiate the estéblishmeﬁt‘éf gir‘and ground
gase facilities therein.; Phasé IT was to be an attack to destroy all
hostile forces north of the AGNO RIVER and to seize and secure
crossings of the River, .The final phase, Phase III, was the destruc-
tion of hostile forces in the central plain areca and the continuation

1
of the attack to capture MANILA, 7
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. The major combat units initially assigned to the Sixth United
States Ermy for the LUZON campaign were as follows:
T Corps
XIV C‘FOI'p'S N Pl .
6th Infantry Division
25th Infantry Division
37th Infantry Division
LOth Infantry Division
434 Infantry Division
158th Infantry Regimental Combat Team
13th Armored Group.
After this troop list had been decided upon, intelligence sources
indicated that the enemy had built up his'strength on LUZON from the
“original estimate of 150,000 to 235,000 troops. As a result of this
Ainformation, it was decided to make the following troops available
as reinforcements for operations on LUZON:
1st Cavalry Division and 112th RCT '
324 Infantry Division reipforcedl
L1st Infantry Division reinforced
Originally, the landing date was set at December 20, 1944,
However, it became necessary to set that date back to Januafy 9, 1945,
In view of the vagueness of the enemy situation in the objective area
the initial objectives assigned to the two Corps of the Sixth Army
were limited, The field order directing the amphibious movement and
landing of the I and XIV Corps merely ordered each Corps to seize a
specified beachhead and then to be prepared to advance southward when
ordered, This southward advance was to have as its objective the
. ' . /
securing of crossings over the AGNO RIVER with a view to facilitating
an aggressive offense at the earliest précticable date,
I Corps commenced landing operations the morning of January 9,
1945, The Corps landed with two divisions abreast, The 43d Infantry

’
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Division landed on the left oh beadhes in the SAN FABIANHMABILAG‘

area, The 6th Infantry Division iaﬂde& én the right on beacheé iﬁ

the MANGALDAN areas fhere was no oppoéition to either of the/iahdiﬁgsi
In the meantime, the XIV Corps landed the same morning, also

with two divisions abreast, . The 40th Infantry ﬁivision landed on

the right .on beaches in the LINGAYEN area, and'the 37th Infantry

Divisioh on the left landed on beaches in the BINMAIEY area. Again

the landings were Withou£ opposition,

By the end of the day, the Sixth Army had accomplished initial

‘lodgment in the LINGAYEN GULF region of central LUZON with negligible

casualties,
As the Corps moved inland; the front was characterized by the

lack of organized ecenemy resistanée, while on the I Corps front bitter

opposition was mets Very early in the operation it became evident

that the Japanese Commander (General Yamashita) did not intend to give
-battle in the CENTRAL PLAIN area. He 2lected to defend strongly what
amounfed to flank protogtion in tho.mountains.

The situation had now de&eloped‘td the,poinf_wﬁere the Sixth
Army was facing; on its left, thc strong enemy forces in the mountains
to the noftheast and east. This constiéuted é\seridus tﬁreé£ to ité
bése of supplys' These supply bascs had to be secured whilé the Army
was driving to the south to secure the CENTRAL PLAIN-MANILA areas.
No other bascs would 5écome available‘uhtil MANILA, 120 miles to the
soﬁth, cépld be recstablished as a port, It was imperative that this

. . Ve
be accomplished prior to the advent of the rainy season,
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While I Corps continued pressing against the eriemy's defenses

Ain front of the Amy'!s left, the XIV Corps was pushing southward and

it secured crossings ovcr‘the AGNO RIVER and captured TARLAC, The
arrival of the 32d Infantry Division, lst Cavalry Division and the
112th Regimental Combat Team on S # 18 then provided sufficient forces
to permit employment of the XIV Corps in an all-out drive tq MANILA.
I Corps was able, at the same time, to protect the base on LINGAYEN
CULF and continue the attack against the enemy forces in the northeast.
Tn répid succession the XIV Corps captured CLARK FiELD, drove ﬁhé op=-.
posing enemy forces into the ZAMBALES MOUNTAINS west of FORT STOTSENBURG,
and sccured crossings over the PAMPANGA RIVER at CALUMPIT.

The 1st Cavalry-Division, which had landed on the LINGAYEN

beaches on January 27th and had been assigned to the XIV Corps, crossed

- the PAMPANGA RIVER at CABANATUAN on February lst, It then advanced

rapidly southward and on thé night of February 34, drove into GRACE
PARK 4in M@NILA and liberated,hundfeds of allied internecs Who.wére
being held by the Japanese in SANTO TOMAS UNIVERSITY.

Mcanwhile, the'B?th'Infanﬁry Division had crossed the PAMPANGA
RIVER at CALUMPIT and was driving rapidly to Manila along HIGHWAY 3, -

In a desperately fought and month-long battle, the XIV Corps, spear=

~hoaded by thesc two Divisions, succeceded in securing MANILA on

March Ly 1945,

During this time, thelOth Infantfy Division was _engaged in the
mountains west of FORT STOTSENBURG.

Two additional amphibious-assault landings werc made on LUZON,
These forces were initiélly under‘control of the Eighth Army, The
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first landing wes made in thé SEN ANTONIO-SAN NARCISCO arca of ZAVWBALES
RQVINCE. This forcc was pert of XI Corps and consisted of the 38th
Infantry Division and clements of the 24th Infantry Division., On
January 30th, %I Corps passed to control of thc Sixth Army., After
opening SUBIC BAY as a naval hase, this force drovq cast along HIGH=-
WAY 7 to isolatc BATAAN PENINSULA and to prevent an chcmy Withdrawal
to BATAAN,
The second ianding was made at NASUGBU in BATANGAS PROVINCE.

This landing was made by‘thc 11th Airborne Division, rcinforced by
élements of the 24th Infantry Diﬁsion on Jan_uary. 31lst, The advance
was northward on HIGHTAYS 17 and 1. This force rcached the southern
oﬁtskirts of MANILA on February 10th. It then pa5séd to the control
of thc Sixth Afmy.

) Consistant with his policy of defending‘the mountainous arcas,
Gencral Yamashita had organized a series of strong points northward
from LAGUNA DE BAY to include the IPO DAM arca, His forward poéitions
were so located that he could bring long range artillery'fife to bear
on MANILA, Sixth firmy then commenced a scrics of operations agaihst
this fortified arca, It finally brokc the remaining organized rcsis-
tance on May 21st, |

Other Sixth Army forccs during_this time drove éouth ahd'southéast
of MANILA to opeh BALAYAN and BATANGAS 3AYS and to clear enemy forces
from thc recgion south of LAGUNA DE BAY.

~Simu1taneoﬁsly with ghese operations in south-central and southern
LUZON, thc I Corps, rcinforccd by the 33d Infaﬁtry Division, continued
its attacks against the enemy's mountain strongholds. The Corps
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droVo the enemy back all along its front, captured BAGUIO and advanced .
along the VILLA VERBE TRATL (324 Thfantry Divisiod) and HIGH'AY 5

(25th Infantry Division). After long and desperate fighting, it totaiij
defecated the encmy and secured the IMUGLN=-SANTA FE-BALETE PASS on

Hay 27th and theréby gained.a route to the. upper CAGAYAN VALLEY,

In tbe meantime , other clements of the Sixth Army following an
amphibious assault laﬁdiﬁg at LIGASPI in the ALBAY GULF arca of thc
southo;stern BICOL PENINSULA4, on 4pril 1st, sccured the northern
cxits to S.N BERNLADINO STRLITS. Turning northﬁard, they drovo ﬁp
the BICOL PENINSULL, clcarcd the BiCOL PROVINCES of thec cnomy
forces and made contact with units of the XIV Corps (1st Ca&alry Di-
vision) driving sputhoagt. The juncture of fhc§c forces marked the
cnd of all orgénizod cnemy resistance in-southeéstcrn LUZON.‘I9

With the breakthrougﬁ in.thc THUGAN-SaNTa FE~BALETE PASS ahd
the subsequent advance of Sixth Army forces into the upper CAGAYANW
VALIEY , £he LUZON campaign drew to a rapid close., ‘While the 37th
Infantry Division of the I Corps was sent northward into and down fhe
CAGAYAN VLLIEY, airbornc forces were landed in the cnemy's rear near
HPARRI to assist in blocking all avenues of cscape to the north,

Yhen contact was made Setwccn these .two forees on Junc 26th, the
campaign on LUZCN was éﬁdod‘

The only remaining enemy forces of any strength on LUZON had been
split into two pockets of almost cqual size; one pocket was in the
‘SIERRA MADRE (IOUNTLINS cast of the CAGAYAN VALLEY; the othcr, in the

- KIANGAN=BONTCC arca where the Japancse had clected to make a final
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. defensive stand: The rast of the operations consisted of mopping up
these forccs.

N

Tanks in sction

716th Tank Battaliéq., The 716th Tank Battalion, commanded by
Licutenant dolonel Lo?wyn E. Peterson, made an assault landing on
Jonuary 9, 1945 with the 43d Infantry Division on the shores of
LINGLYEN. GULF, ZElements of the Battalion participating in the landing
were Héadquarters Compeny (=), Service Company (-), and Companies B,
¢, and D (~). The Battalion asscmbled in bivouac at PALAPAD.

Company 4 of the 716th and the 3d Elatoon of D/?léth went ashore
with the 6th Infantry Division thc same day. This landing was made
on beaches in the MLNGALDAN arca,

On Janucry 15, Companies C and D.and one platoon of Company B
moved into position south of HILL 355 and southwest of MOUNT ALAVi,
The wssault Gun and Mortar Platoons of Headquarters Company moved

intovposition on HILL 318 west of HILL 355, These Platoons were to
provide supporting fires’ for the attack., The attack was launched in
gonjunction with the 169th Infantry of the L3d Infantry Division.
The tanks were able to make only =2 limited advance because of the
~terrain, They did, however, succeed in neutralizing four pillboxes.
Two deys later, tanké_of Company C moved to the vieinity of
MALASIN . Tank action along the road north of the Town resulted in
the tanks overrunning enemy machine gun and mortar positions. The
same platoon then perticipated in a tank-infantry attack with the
103d Infantry of the 13d Division and drove the cnemy back to
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POZORRUBIO, The advance was rapid and the cnemy was overwhelmedy
While the remainder of the Battalion worked with elements of
the 43d Division, Company A took part in an attack on the town of
URDANETT:., Company A worked with elements of the 6th Infantry Divi-
sion, 'The cnemy had dug in his tanks along the ﬁpproaches, roads

and the main strects of the town, The enemy tanks were those of the

Japanese 2d Armored Division stationed in the CABANATUAN=-SAN NICHOLS
area. During £his tank—infantry attack, our tanks encountercd and
successfully destroyed machine guns, tanks énd tankettes, URDANETTA
wos taken in one day;and the next day the Company was used in

the mopping-up phase.

On the aftemoon of January 18th, the 2d Battalion of-the 169th
Infantry Regiment moved north witﬁ the missionvof seizing and holding
the inverted "Y' ot the junction of the SISSON-ROSARIO and POZORRUBIO-
ROSARIO ROADS, This would put them scuarely across the main enemy
supﬁly route to HILL 355 and would complete the encirclement of that
positi?n. Two medium and six light tonks of the 716th Tank Battalion
spearheaded the conﬁinuous fight along the rdad. The tinks cleared
the road Ey‘using 75-mm, 37-mm, and machine gun fire, #lthough -under
continuous'artiliery and mortar fire all along the»roﬁteaihe tanks
reached their objective in short order.

Lftér this objective had been taken, the tanks outposted the arca
while the infantry dugyin for .the night. This position.was also
under consfant artillery and mortar fire while it was being outpostéd.

The Infantry Battalion Conmmhdor, believing that the tanks were
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dfaWing this fire,’dfddréd'ﬁhevofficergin_command of the tanks to
return to POZORRUBIO forzﬁhé hight and . return the next morning.'
This order was obeyed, but resulted in dire consequences for the
infantry;?o .

 During the night, as a féédlﬁ.of constant shelling and an enemy
Banzai chérge, the-Battalion Commandéf-was killed, and twelve of his
officers and about one-fourth of the enlisted men.weré killed., This
wasfthc sccne that greeted the tankers when they rcturned the next |
morning. The situation was very critical and unless help came soon
this vital position would be lost; The tank officer immediately radioed
his Battelion Commander and informed him of the situation.

The Commanding Officcr of the 716th Tank Battalion then moved

the Assault Gun Platoon and the balance of his reserve to POZORRUBIO

and he sct out in his tahk for SISON, After a look at the situation,

he:returncd to POZORRUBIO. The Battalion Commander then bricfed the

tank commandcrs on the situation and aftérwafds lea his small force)

to the road junction, They arrived at this road junction from the
southeast at a most opportunc time, 4 fbrce of Japancse werc attacke- '
ing the road junction with infantry, cévélry, and self—prdpelled guns,
The tanks of Company D mct the Japanese attackers head on. The Asf
sault Gun Platoon hit them.on the flaﬁk and poured 105-mm fire into
them at a ;ange of 200 yards, Tho enemy attack was decisively crushed.

Company C joined the 25th Infantry Division in its attack on SAN

MANUEL on January 10th, This town was well-fortificd with antitank -

guns and dug-in tanks. The cnemy was again employing his tanks as
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‘pillboxes. This deprived his tonks of mobility but added protection

to tﬁéif very %ﬁin armor plate. It took thrce days of close tank<
infantry team fighting before this enemy strong point fell.

On January 224, a platoon of Company B made a coordinated attack
on HILL 355 with troops of the 169th Inféntry (43d infantry Division).
The tanké preeceded the infantfy,_ovorran cnemy infantry positions‘gnd
forced the cnemy into the open where they were machine gunned. The
tankers effectively empléyed enfilading fire on enemy trench systems

on the hill, HILL 355, however, was to&prové to be a tough nut to

‘crack, It was heavily fortified with antitank guns, pillboxes,

caves, trenches and automatic weapons. This enemy position held out
for 12 days against the constant onslaught of our tanks and infantry
as well as the constant pounding it received from our air and artillery.

Vorking closely with the infantry, tanks ﬁroved to be highly
efficient in mopping—up_operations. Platoons of Company D, the lighﬁ
tank company, were employed on reconnaissance missions.as wgll as
other types of missions as described above. Ong platoon Was continu-
ously used on reconnﬁissange missions. it worked in enémy territory
from January 9tﬁ to F?bruary 8th,Wiphout a casualty indvchiclcs or
personnel,

The Battalion's assault guns were employed as tanks during the
battle‘for MANILA, For this reason, it is believed that the Aésault
Gun Elatoon’s actions during fhe battle for MANILA should be included
in this report. IQ rcading thq following account, it will be helpful

to visualize the assault guns as.tanks,
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Because it had the bnly 105-mm guns mounted in the M4 Tanks, the
Assault Gun Platopn.of the 716th Tank Battalion received orders the.
night of February‘iéth to make an immediate forced march to MANILA
and report'toAXIV Corps for duty.21 The platoon was then attached
to the 37th Infantry Division. The primary mission assigned to it
in MANILA was to make close-in direct assazults on the larger fortified -
buildings and to knock out pillboxes retarding the.infantfy's advance.
Two typical accounts of the Platoon's employment in MANILA follow,
These are given not only to show their employment but also to bring
out scme inmnovations that werc made on the spot and which effectively
assisted these vehicles in fulfilliné their mission,

One afternocon, during the battle for MANILA, the assault guns
were bging moved through thc stréets of the city preceding the infan-
try. The tanks would move up to a building, blast a hole in it and
the infantfy would move through £hat hole to reduce-fesistance in the
building. The tanks were supporting thé right flank of the 3d Batfalion
(14th Infantry), in an attack on the MANILA THEATER, WATER VIORKS, and
POST OFFICE buiidings. The tanks weré at the POST OFFiCE when a
hurried call told them to return to the CITY HALL., In a ground floor
room at the- southwest corner of the building a strong enemy pocket
continued to hold out, This position commanAQd the corridor with a
- heavy machine gun. One tank drove inéb bosition to take the corner
room under fire. A shell ﬁenetratea the wall flushing oﬁt eightAmarincs
who were cut down by the bow gunher. This did not bring out all of
the enemy, however, and some still held oﬁt on the lower floon,
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To meet this problem, the Platoon Leader wired together two 105-mm
HE sﬁells and taped a hand grenade to the fuses. This charge was then
sandbagged in the room aboﬁevthe'enemy,stronghold and when detonated
blew out the floor.  An infantry .flamethrower finished the job.22

On February 23d, the tanks were ordered to give direct support
to the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 145th Infantry in .a massed
coordinated attack on INTRAMURAS, After a tremendous barrage by heavy
artillery and other supporting guns for several hours, advance ele~
ments of epgineers and infantry quickly meved in to clear the
Fast gates of mines, Behind them.came the assault gun tanks leading
the infantry through the Bates ﬁo press the attack, . In the demolished
walled city, the narrow streets were choked with rubble making tank
maneuver and detection of mines impossiblé. In the close-in fighting,
the tanks were forced to use machine guns to knock ouﬁ hostile pre-
parcd positions in crumbled buildings. T?e tank .guns were only used
on strongly defended strecet intersections. |

The last fortified position was taken on March 3d and on Maréh
Lth, 1945, the Assault Gun Platoon was relievgd from attachmeﬁt to
the 37th Infantry Division., This actién was the final operation for

elements of the 716th Tank Battalion on LUZON,

754t Tank Battalion. The 754th Tank Battalion commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Leroy C.. hrndt, on the morning of Janusry 9, 1945,
was pbdised éflogt in. the LINGAYEN GULF preparcd to maké its landing
on the islandAof'LUZON. Two platoons of Company A were the first to
‘disembark. 'They landed on the 37th Infantry-Division's beach,

129



The 3d Platoon was unable to land until scveral.days later because
of the rough surf.

Company B, in the meantime, was landing on the LOth Infantry
Division's beach afea. This.landing'was made without incident.
The romaining onito of the Battalion which were with the 37th Infantry
Division did not complete their landings until Jonuary 17th.

Company B was committed the next day. The lst Platoon was called
upon for direct fire support in the vicinity of PORT SUAL, PANGASIN.

PROVINCE. The tanks supported the infantry during this operation by

-placing direct fire on pillboxes and trenches. This fire proved

highly effective and cnabled the infantry to proceed and take tho
objective. ,

During the period from the léndings until February 5th, the 754th
Tank 3a£talion; less Company B, supported elenents of theﬂ37th Infantry
Diyision usually with direct fire. It was rare indeed when the tanks
were able to accompany the infaotry. 'This was because of the terrain
that in nost places was unsuited for tank operations,

: Company B supportcd elements of the AOth Infantry D1v131on in

much the samc manner, |

On February Sth, a platoon from Company B was rushed to the aid
of Company. & of the 108tthnfantry (40th Infantry Division)., This
Company Wgs completély surfounded by the Japs in ffoot of our lines.
The tanks laid down effoctive’fire on the cnemy knocking out machine
guns and noutra11z1ng hosxlle fire. - This action permitted ohe io-

fantry to w1thdraw, Wounded infantry were evacuated on the decks of
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‘the tanks. ' It was remarkable_ﬁha£ gﬁi; bahk platobn sﬁffered no
vehicular or personnel casdaitieé.-y
Oh Fcbfugrv 7th, the 75Ath Tank Battallon (1oss Company B)

..oPerﬂtod 1n the city of MANTLE as Corps Resvrve.. During thls'
operation, the tanks were used-primarily as mobilé artillerybfiring
at strong points at close range;.,Mines ﬁere a continuous hazard a§d
the possible lanes of approach-to the enemy installations were cana-
lized b& narfow streets. . The. infantry had to move slowly through
these streets and because of tnO'well-fortlfled enemy installations
covering all‘avonues of’aéproach, mine sappers found it difficult to
sweep‘lanes, .The examination for mines was of a necessity hasty
and resulted in many being overlooked, Several tanks were damaged
by mines in aréas that were supposedly cleared. VDurihg these
operations, the Battalion (~) was attached to the 37th Infantry
Division,‘ABd Infantry Division and the 6th Infantry Division, 38th
Inf antry DlVlSlon, 1st Cavalry Division,

~ On February 8tn,{Company~B was still in the CL4RK FIELD arca;
the romainder of the 754th Tank Battalion had gone to FANTLA, Pla—.
toohsrof the Compaanwerc supporting separate battalions of the LOth
Infantry Division in their attacks on SNAKE HILL and TOP OF THE WORLD
HILL. »This acpion wa.s charadtcrized by the tanks being employed'to
fire on pillboxns,.machiﬁo gun positions, caveg,land to knock out |
automatic we apono.‘ Ai intcrestinc note durinc this ovcrati;n is the
fact that although- two ta nks hit mines, onlv onc was disabled and that
it suffered only by a,blown track. & third tank hit an improvised
mine that consisted of two aeridl béﬁbs weighing about 50 pounds each,
A1though thestank'was.£emporgfily disabled, it Qés soon repaired:_.23
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The next day, a platoon of Company B operated in support of the
3d Batt-alion of the 160th Infantry Regiment in their final assault
against TOPloF THE’WORLD.HILL.. It was found that thc most effective
Weapon against the enemy positions in the hillsides and in the brush
at.the top of the hill was improvised 75-mm canpister ammunition,
These rounds had been prepared before the 754th had left BOUGAINVILLE,
The rounds were improvised by replacing the projectile of a high
explosive shell with the cannister prbjectile from howitzer ammuni-
.tion.24 |
Another platoon in the meantime was supporting the 108th Infan~
try. This platoon surprised an enemy strong point which ﬁaé located
west of TOP OF THE WORLD HILL, The platoon moved over very
rugged terrain to cutflank the position and take it from thé rear,
‘Another platoon was able to make a deep penetration and destroy se=-
veral 20-mm gun positions before it withdrew,

On February 10th, Company D replaqed Company B in attachment
to the 4Oth Infantry Division.

The next day, one plaﬁoon of Company D supporﬁed the 1st
Baftalion of the 108th Infaﬁtry in.the hillé west of FORT STOTSENBURG.
This platoon, combining flanking and frontal assaults, destroyed or
neutral ized enemy positions, This ehabléd the infantry to advance
and tgke the objective,

Company D Was‘relieved from this attachment on February 27th

~and placed in X Corps Reserve,
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Lith Tank Battalion, . The Lith Tank Battalion minus Company C,

under the command of Lieutenant Golonel Tom Ross, landed on LUZON
during‘the morning of January 11, 1945. The landing was made on beaches
in the northem part of the LINGAYEN GULF area with the 13th Armored
Group. Company C landed two days earlier with the 6th Infantry

- Division on beaches in the same geheralaarea..'

Company C waé the first unit of this Battalion to see action
against the enemy oﬁ LUZON, The enemy had destroyed ﬁost of the
bfidges and the unloading of Bailey Bridges was impeded by high surf,
During this pefiod from January 13th to Januéry 16th, the unit was
employed as part of the Division Reserve, On January 17th, this
Company went into action for the 1lst time on LUZON, Operating with
the 20th and ist Infantry Regiments in the CABARUAN HILLS, the tanks
encountered a well dug=-in enemy whose défensive positions were on
controlling terrain., His antitank guns were skillfully placed and
always covered by machine gunvfire. The movehent of the tanks was
restricted by the terrain; therefore, fire support for the infantry
was dgliveréd from overwa tching positions, When the tanks did move,
broken terrain caused the infantry to move in elose proximity to the
tagks. |

The final attack in which Company C ﬁook part in ﬁhis area was
launched with two tank platoons abreast, followed by an attached pla-
Atoon of Xight tanks and'W1th one platoon of medlum tanks supporting.
The tanks moved forward on a 600-yard front firing at every suspected
enemy position. .This attack lasted two hnﬁrs and at the end of this
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%ime, ogr_ténksﬂhad‘advanced one-half mile ahead of the infantry front
lines. After réturning‘to the infantry lines and re-supplying with
ammunition, a second attack was launched, Tﬁe infantry followed the
tanks in this attack at about .200 yards distance. The objective was
vtaken,With many enemy-casualtieS'butlnSne for ogr tanks or infantry.

From February lst through February 7th,.£he Company supported
regimenﬁs of the 6th Infantr;jDivision in their attacks on MUNOZ and
SLN JOSE, The 3d Platopn supported the infantry attack on MUNOZ
while the remainder of the Company supported the SAN JOSE attack;

The enemy had committed one reinforced tank company from the

2d Anmore@ Division, ocne artillery battery and an infantry company

to defend'MUNOZ. The Jap tanks, well dug in, were used as pillboxes
and wer¢ covered by fire from small arms, machine guns and light artil-
lery pieces u;ed asvantitank'guns.: The tank operations were limited
by flat boggy ground- and deep water-filled irrigation ditches., hs

a rgsqlt of constant reconnaissance, the tank platoon leader was able:
to move his tanks to a defiladed pqsition from which point he could

suppert the infantry. The advance was stopped, however, for whenever

" any vehicle attempﬁed to move into MUNOZ, it was knocked out by

antitank fire,
In the meantime, the remainder of Company CAsupporped the 63d
Infantry in a cross=-country move of about seven miles cutting the\-‘.‘,ﬂ

MUNOZ—SAN_JOSE HIGHWAY, then moving east towards SAN JOSE attacking

astride the MUNOZ~SAN JOSE HIGHVIAY, ‘At the village of ABAR, the

Company hit the main defenses in front of SLN JOSE. The Japanese
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 had plaééd antitank guns did mMoehine guns to, cover a water barrier.

th the keaVy fichting that followed, the tanks eliminated five of the
ahtitank guns but were still unable to make a crossing benause of
heavy'fire covering the road leading -across the stream, Finally,

the 2d Platoon, using smoke to screen its movements, crossed the
obstacle, Afner crossing tne Sfream, this Platoon laid fire on the.
enemy allowing the infantry to ad&ance and reduce the remaining'anti—
ﬁank guns, -

While the 1st and 2d Platoons were advancing along the Highway,
the attached 1light tank platoon,-plus the Company Hea&quarters.tank ‘
and an asssult gun moved around the enemy's left.flank ana blasted
the enemy's rear and flnnk. |

The final aﬁtack,bn this objective was made on February 5th
and a£ the same time the attached‘light‘tanks moved cross-country
and around the enemy's left flank to join the 1lst Infantry at SaN
JOSE.l |

| . Lifter S4N JOSE had been taken, the last major point of exit from
the CiRABALLO MOUNTAINS was Sealed.25"The enemy elements in MUNOZ
were trapped. thn the Japs tried to break out of MUNOZ on February
7th they were destroyed, ‘

. During the perlod of February l9th to March 1l5th, Company C
suoportod the 6th Infantry Division malnly by reinforcing the fires
of 1ts\artlllery. The tanks fired over 50 missions in attacks on

\

the NOVALICHES~WATER SHED area and in attacks on the SHIMBU LINE in

135



the MONTALBAN-MARIKING scctor. At times, the ranged to the targets
ekcecded iOibGO yafds;?é |

‘6@ Harch lSth; bompéﬂ& C was feiiéﬁcd Frofi attachment fo the
6tH iﬁfahﬁf§ 8ivision and attached to the 43d Infantry Division,

4 platoon participated in a well-coordinated attack with the 24
Battalion of the 103d;Infantry on BM 7; which was a strongly forti-
fied hill one mile northeast pf TERESS4. This objective was

taken in short order. o

On March 27th, Company C was relieved and saw no further action
on LUZON,

During this time, the remainder of the Battalion had been releascd
from attachment to the 13th Armored Group and attached to the 1st
Cavalry Division, _

The L4th Tank Battalion, less Combany C, took part in thé
"Flying Column", This was so named because it was highly mbbile |
and had as its mission‘a 100-mile dash to MANILA, Elements of the
Battalion were with each column. These columns each operated on

.sepafate routes but all of the routes were generaliy parallel. The
éolumps started out on February 1st led by.elemenﬁs of.the tank
companies, This drive was characterized by the cﬁemy’s fighting a
delaying action, Blown.bridges, minés, pillboxes and antitank guns,
all had to be ‘overcome before the célumné finaliy'arfifed at MANILA,

On February 3d, with'dpmpany‘B leéding,‘th9 first column reached
MéNILA.,_The ady@née consumed é total of 66 hou;s,
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; Dﬁfing this bﬁeféfionﬁ suppiy 1ines were s£fc£éhed iﬁiﬂlYi
Arfiﬁing in Mﬁﬁiﬂﬁ; %he uﬁiﬁs fdund:that rations and ammunition Wefe
in véry égéfk supply but fortﬁnately,'a supply train managed té get:
throurh thé‘sniper-infested route,

" Once in MNILA, units of the Akth Tank Battalion attached to
clements of the lst Cavalry Division participated in the bitter
fighting to take the city. | |

Company B in one instance was Fent through ROSILRIO HEIGHTS to
make a reconnaissance sweep and to secure the reservoir iocated thereu
Altﬁough this mission involved fighting in the.city's streets the tanks
were not given any infantry support. Heavy resistance from 20-mm
guns, small arms, Molotov cocktails, satchel charges and 120-mm dual
purpose guns was encountered, :One plaﬁoon that reached the reservoir
was driven off by antitank fire and had three of its tanks déstroyed
and two damaged. EBach time the tanks trzicd to take the objective alone
thGyWNéPC driven off, Finally, supporting infantry accompanied the
tanks énd thé reservoir was secured.27

Hundreds of rounds of tank émmunition were expended against the
concrete buildings durihg-this operation;‘ Company B, during the 10
days of fighting in the city; expendea 3500 roundé of 75—mm apd 183,000
rounds of\éaiiber «30 armunition, |

A technical inspection of Company A's tanks on March 26th showed
the neeq for 19 new eﬁginés énd 16 séts of trécks. In spite of this

fact, thq Company was attached to and supported, the 11th Airborne

-Division before the necessary repairs could be accomplished.
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Company B relieved Company & after & short time and participated
in the attack on BROWNIE RIDGE, MT. MACOth.

BRCWNIE RIDGE is a natural defensive position for the egimy and
to these naturai feétures of caves, ridges, and ravines were added
pillboxes, bunkers, trenches and foxholes in depth;~ 4 tanksinfantfy. ‘
artillery tcam took this position in four days. |

On July 1, 1945, the L4th Tank Battalion was relieved of all

tectlcal responsibility on LUZON

775th Tank Battalion. The 775th Tank Baptalion commanded by
Licutenant Colonel W, Becker, landed on LUZON on Janua;y 11, 1945,
‘This landing was on D £ 2 days and the unit disembarked on béachesA
midway between MiBILAO and SAN FiBIAN, Company B ﬁaé attached to the
32d Infantry Di&ision on February 7th. The 2d Platoon of this Conmpany
was the first clement to engage the enemy, A tank dozer from this
Pia"oooh moved ﬁp.to rebair a scction of the VILLL VERDE TRAIL. Al-
though under constantvartillery and mortar fire, this bulldozer tank
gcéomﬁlished its‘mission; Tﬁis Platoon contiﬁued tows upport the
infantry of the 324 Infantry‘Division for three dhys in this sector.
Tﬁe missions givén the platoon were thosc of laying direct fire on
caves znd plllboxcs.

Company C was attached to thc 25th Infantry Division on February _
7th, Company C was further attached to the 25th Reconnaissance Troop.
' The mission of this force was to protect the rlght flank of the Die
visiion 1n the SGN JOSE -BONGABON sector. An additional mission given
this company was that of creating a show of force in front of the local
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poﬁuinéés There Were many people in this sector who were neither
ffiéndly nbf unfriendly towards the Americans. 4 few were outright
Japanese sympathizers., Many of’ﬁhese:people wefe heavily nrmed and
could have done_cdnsiderable damage. Tankers of Company C, working
closely with the Counterintelligence Corps, succeeded in disarming
the civilians in the Sil JOSE—BONGABON sector.

Company 4, minus the 34 Platoon, was atuached to the 43a Infan-
try Division at POZORRUBIO about February_Sth. During its aqtion with
the 43d Infantry Division, the Compnny'was used'primarily in a de-
fensive rolé. It was given the mission of setting up rondblocks in
" the 103d Infdntry's sector. The L43d was relicved by the 334 Infantry
Division and for the period of February 1lith to March 1hth, the Com=
pany was attached to the 136th Infantry (33d Infantry Division).

"The 3a PlatoonArejoinedACompany a at this time.-

In the 136th Infantry's attack on HILLS 600 and 800, the tanks
were given the mission of firing into caves and neutralizing.gun pos1—
tlons. Thcse hills are locuted 10,000 yards north and northeast of
POZORRUBIO, The fire of the tanks wes effective and the infantry
was able to advance to its objectivé. | |

" Only one platoon of Company D landed with‘the Battalinn. The
remalnder of the Comvuny dld not come ashore until February. This
Company had 1ts plwtnons atteched ‘to three different D1v151ons.

' One platoon was attached Fo the 25th Infantry Division and operated
with the 25th Reconnaissance Tronp. This Platoon supported the Troop
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in Barrying out seéu%ity ﬁatrdié gist and soﬁtheast of TABLANG, east
of BONGABON and south to CABANTUAN, One section was also used with
the 27th Infantry Regiment to»keep the supply route open. This Sec=
tion had to keep this route, which paralleled HIGHWAY 5, clear of
roadblocks and infiltration parties., Frequent roadblocks set &p by
the enemy were discovered in-this manner,

The other two platoons of Company D joined the 33d and 324

Infantry Divisions respectively. The platoon with the 32d was

 utilized as part of that Division's Reserve. This platoon was fre-

guently called upon to trace reports of infiltfating parties in the
division area; The above Platoon was aléo used to provide bridge
guards. The platoon with the 33d Infantry Division particpatéd in
the 123& Infantry's move to AMBAN GOWAN and then continued on to ARIN-
GAY. - There it joined the 130th Infantry. The Platoén then supported
this Regimen£ in its attacks on CAVA and BAUANG. The Platoon leader's
tank was the first American vehicle to cross the double span bridge
over the BAUANG RIVER. At BAUANG the platoon was used to perform
reconnaissance missions and patrols to SAN FERNANDO., The Platoon also
conduc ted reconnaissance eaét along HIGHWAY 9 to and somewhat beyond
NAGIULIAN, |

In the meantime, Company A, attached to the 43d Infantry Division,

. participated in that Division's attack to the north on BAGUIO. This

attack began in the seécond week in March., The Company'supported the
Infantry in their drive along HIGHWAY 3. The tanks were unable ﬂo

proceed beyond CAHP_FOUR because the enemy had blown the bridges over

- the large rivers and gorges in that area,
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Compén& A was next given the mission of supporting a battalion
of the 1234 Infantrj in its operations along the CABA-GALIANO ROAD.
The threé piatoons alternating daily, supported the infantry and pro-
vided prbtection to the engineers while they were building roads.

| On March BOth; the 123d Infantry supported by a platoon of tanks
attacked.GALIANO while the remaining two tank platodns were used to
lay fire on the town. GALIANO fell to this tank-infantry attack.

During this time, Company B, with the 32d Infantry Division, was
operating in very rouéh terrain. As untankable as the terrain was,
however, one platoon opérating along the ARBOREDO‘RIVER VALIEY was
able to reduce an cenemy strong point that had delayed the infantry
for" over a week, This task was completed in a hail of artillery and.
machine gun fire. Another platoon operating with the 128th Infantry
élong the VILLA VERDE TRAIL was accomplishing unbelievable tasks with
its tahks. These tanks were uéed-to bulldoze roads. In dbing this
task it wés necessary for the tanks to climb 60 degree slopes whilel
under enémy fire,

Company C in the meantime operating with the 25th Infantry Di-

vision was alternating its platoonsiand sections among the infantry

- regiments, The Division was moving north on HIGHWAY 5, Tanks had

to be bulldozed up steep hills. Climbing these seemingly impossible
slopes, the tanks worked along with the infantry knécking out pill-
boxes and antitank guns. The advance was slow and tprtuous.' One
hhndred to 300 yarqs a day was the average success, It was an 6pera-'

tion not wvisualized by the tacticians. In some of the most difficult
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fiéhting terrain in the sohtkWesi-ﬁACIFIC, Company C slowly pushed

ité way along wiﬁh élemenfsvof the 25th Division.‘ The Division pushed
its advance through the BALETE PASS to the floor of the CAGAYAN VALLEY
that leads to the northern tip of LUZON.

During this oporation,_it was necessary to secure the high ground
on cach side of the Valley before any attempt'could be made to éo

' _
through on the main road, The mountains on either éide had some
slopes with as steéb a gradient as 65 degrees; Tanks had.to Se bull-
dozed up these slopes. There were no paths and it was necessary to
make roads by dozing or, as frequently occurred, the tapks made their
own roads by crashing through theiheavy forest végetatién. On one
oécasion, in order to firé at pillSoxes and gﬁn positions, three
tarks had to blast the undergrowth to make a field of fire,

While the rest of the Battalion was slowly maeking its way for-
ward, March 24th found Company D with one platoon in the viecinity of -
BONGABON acting as a sccurity force. Two of its platoons plus
Company Headquarters wés now with the 33d infantry Di&ision.. The
elements of Company D attached to the 33d Division supborted the ad-
vance of the infantry from BAUANG along HIGHWAY 9 towards NAGUILIAN
and BURGOS. Patrols of'two or three tanks and sometimes one or more
platoons of ihfantry aggressivelj patrolled the flat areas. |

A coordinated attack was made on high ground three miles east of
NAGUILTAN, The entire force of 13 tanks supported two infantry

companies in the attack,
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In the 33d Infantry Division's drive along HIGHVAY 9 from BURGOS
towards BAGUIO at least a platoon of.Company D was in the point of
the advance at éll times.29 These tenks fired along the road as the
point moved forward, clearing the way for the infantry. At SABLAN
the 33d Division was relieved by the 37th infantry Division. One -
platoon and Company Headquarters remained with the 53d Divisibn. The
other platoon with Company B was attached to the 37th Divisiqq@

Company 4, meanwhile, was operating with the 43d Pivision and
was moving forward along the road from GALIANO to ASIN, This rogte
was extremely hazardous because it was canalized by high ground on
the soﬁth and a dry river bed oh the north., In addition, vision was
limited by heavy shrubs and trees, Tanks fired while moving and were
closely supported by the infantry. Many enemy night infiltrations
were attenpted during this rnove, The tank.spétlights were used very
effectively to crush these infiltrations. On ipril 28th, tank ele-
ments of Company A entered the town of IRISAN located just west of
BAGUIO,

Company B, now attached to the 37th Infantry Division, consisted
of the Company minus one platoon, plus one platoon of_Company D.

The détgched platopn of Company B was stili operaéing with the

25th Infantry Di%ision on the VILLA VERDE TRAIL, From NAGUILIAN

- the Compény a@tacked toward BAGUIO with infantfy units, The remain-
.ing miles’algng the road to BAGUIO were very difficult indeed not
only because of terrain but also because of the enemy's fanatical

resistance. The following example illustrates this point.,
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«eehs the lead tank rounded a sharp curve it was im-
médiately hit by a round from an antitank gun. Crders
were given to the second tank to back up out of the
line of fire. In doing so, the driver accidentally
backed off the road and the tank dropped about

four hundred feets The third tank in the column
was called up to give support while rescuc efforts
were made, As blood plasma was being given the
wounded, the Japs counterattacked. They bayonetted
the wounded, 4t the same time, two enemy tarks
with explosives tied to them, rounded a curve and
rammed two of our tanks. A single man left in

the tank loaded and fired the 75mm gun knocking out
the first enemy tank and then assisted by_the pla-
toon leader knocked out the second one...

A few days later tanks of Company A were hurriedly summoned to
deal with a Jap tank that had overrun an infantry advance outpost.
Twe tenks went forward to within 50 yards of the outpogt and with
one rohnd knocked out‘thé'enemy tank.

On April 24th the Company was in sight of BAGUIO, As the two
lead tanks rounded a curve towards the city an estimated 12 77mm
guns fired on them, By moving in rapidly the tanks were able to enter
the city. Tanks and crews from the 775th Tank Battalion were the‘
first imerican troops to enter BAGUIO.

A drive towards TRINIDADAcommenced almost immediately. Tanks,
followed closely by infantry,hentered the town on April 28th,

| Company C, still attached to the 25th Diﬁision, was advanciné to

the tip of northern LUZON, The terrain was very hilly and crisscrossed

‘with ravines. The enemy was defending the ravines and commanding

terrain, -Progress»was very slow, advances limited to about 300 yards

a day. . ; ' .
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'.During this ﬁime,‘Company Headquarters ah&'one~platoon of Company
D were stiil attached ﬁo the 334 Infaniry Diviéion. On Aprii 28%&
infahtry units Of the 130th Regiment and this Platoon of Company D
cleared the CAMP JOHN HAY arca in BAGUIO. This was the last action
in which this element of Company D engagéd‘on'the island of LUZON,

Meanwhile, Company A was preparing to start its advance with
elements of the 33d Infantry Division towards TRINIDAD, During the
month of May this Company advanced up the mountain trail (HIGHWAY 11)
toward TRINIDAD and then on to.ACOPS PiACE‘ The 1st Platoon operated
in the vicinity of SAPINIT on 2 road parelleiing HIGHWAY 11, Its
nission was to proﬁect ambulanées as they evacuafed the wounded,
vThe evacuation distance was ahout five miles and the road was extremely
hazardous. Eneny snipers operated vigorously hut while the tanks were
escorting the ambulances the sniﬁers held their fire,

In Jﬁne, Compahy A did some ninor patrolling for the 6th Infantry '
Division. This was the laét action on LUZON in which Company A parti;
cipated, |

In the meantime, Company'B was relieved from attachment to the
334 Infantry Division and attached to the 37th Infantry Division for
operations in the CAGAYAN VALIEY, The Company moved fromATRINIDAD
to SOLANO, NUEVA VISZCAYA, in two days. Their march continued in an
effort to catch the fasteﬁoving 37th Infantry Division in its whirl-
wind drive,  The 3d Platoon was deﬁached from the 37th Infantry Di-
visicn on June 8th ang movéd from S.NTIAGO to-BAGABAGL. Its mission

was te support the ihfantry along the trail west from BAMBANG to SALINAS.
145



iﬁ fﬁifilled‘its mission by direcﬁ fire aécoﬁhﬁihg for many of the
chieny Weotps aﬁd riuch enemyiequipment.

On Junc 18th, the remainder of the Company wés'moving with the
148th Infantry. One of the platoons encountered eight Jap tanks along
a trail leading to SALINAS, All of the enemy tanks were speedily
knocked out, |

Heanwhile Company C was attached to the 37th Infantry Division
which was driving foy LPARRI., Each déy, the advance was from 10-20
niles. It_was s» rapid that the eneny ﬁas helpless and with nc sem~
blance of organizatioﬁ. BLYOUBANG was taken by Junc 6th,

The push through ORIUNG PASS completely stunned the enemy as
tanks spearheaded tgo drive, CORDON and SANTIL.GO fell on successive
days following the penetration of the Pass, The tanks had at last
'ccme intoc theif own and were operating on the flat zround of £he
CAGAY/N VLRLLEY. The advance swung north and net opposition at
BALASIG just north of SANTIAGO, The tanks of Company C , however,
cracked these defenses before the day was over and noved to CAUAYUAN,
Only isolated strong points existed from there to TUGUEGERARO,_important
air center of the valley.

On June 25th, a junction was made with the 1lth Airborne Division
az oney noved down from APARRI. The Co@éany then engageé in mopping
up until relieved from the 37th Infantry Division on August 18th,

This was thé last unit to be relieved and with its relief thé

775th Tank Battalion saw no further action on LUZON,
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Suminty

When' General Yamashita, the Japanese Commander on LUZON, decided
not to incluie the.CENTRAL PLAINS area in his defense, any plans we
had for the employment of armor in mass had to be discarded. .

The CENTRAL PLAINS area would have been the ideal place for the
empioyment of armor. This area is flat, well-drained, broad and
of fered unlimited possibilities for the use of tanks in mass. In-
stead, the Japanese commander elecfed to defend the mountainous sec- -
tions on LUZOW.

As a resﬁlt -f unfavorable terrain, tank erployment was onec of
piecemeal connmittment rather than mass. Normally,'tanks were used
in platoon~size units. The platoons were attached to varioué in-
fantry units and it was not unusual, for one company to have its pla-
toons working with three different divisions,

Unfamiliarity as to the limitations and §apébilities of our
armor proved to be a costly factor in the battle for LUZON, As a—
result, armor ﬁas not fully utilized and, when improperly employed;
excessive losses resulted.

Althourh aner proveﬁ to pe very effective in this operation,
it is mrticularly important when operaﬁing over terrain such as was
encountered on LUZON that all commanders and troops be familiar with

the capabilities and limitations of armor,
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SECTION IV
PANAY-NEGROS
Terrain
Situated in the very heart of the PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGOiand
sepa;ated from MINDANAO on the southeast by tﬁe MINDANAO SEA and from
EINDOEA on the northwest by the SULU SEi, lies a group of islands |
known as the SOUTHERN VISAYAS, This group includes the four major
islands known as PANAY; NEGROS, CEBU, and BOHOL and several lesser
islands. Generﬁlly the characteristics common to the PHILIPPINE
ISLiNDS as a whole apply to the SOUTHERN VISAYAS, Their terrain fea-
tures generally follow the typical patterp of the central mountain
mass surrouﬁded by low-lying coastal plains scored by numerous short,
turbulent, an?® seldom-navigable streams. The islands are heavily
wooded and native mcthods of land cultivation tend to permit the de-
velopment of vast areas of high-growings grass or "congonales" which

seriously hamper movement and limit observation,

" General Situation

“Bighth irmy Field Order No, 21 designated the 40th Infantry

- Division reinforced, (less the 108th Regimental Combat Team) as the

e o i

task force'to carry out the Victor:%dgpgrgtion._wThe~563d“PafacH&£é'

Répimental Combat Team was placed in Arnmy Reserve. The first phase

of this operation was the seizure of PANAY., It was scheduled to begin

on ~arch 18th with an assault landing on the OTONTIGBAUN area of southern

PaNAY, This accorplished, our forces were to speed to the east, seize
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and se&ure iLOILO oty ahd the ncarby airfields and harbor installa-
tlons. The second ohase of the operation, the liberation of NEGROS
OCCIDENTAL, was to be launched when dirécted hy the Commanding General
of Eighth Arny. '

The first wave hit the beach at 0905. The landing was made in

a column of hattalions with the lst Battalion, 185th Infantry, leed-

ing. Beachhead areas were promptly secured and by 1400 four battalions

were ashg%e. The unloading of vehicles and supplics was seriously

impeded hy a ten-yard strip of soft sand through Which all vehicles
had to be towel before reaching hard pground.

The 185th Infantry advanced rapidly alpng HIGHWAY No, 1, an
exnellent coastal road, and reacﬁed OTON by 1700, By nightfall, it
ha?l driven 10 miles to AREVALO where it stoppe?! for the night.
Elements of the 160th Infantry were engaged on thé'northern and western
flanks of the bridsehecad,

The drive for ILOILO continued the next day and following the

- reduction of resistance in MOLO, ILOILO was secured on larch 20th

without oppesition. During this advénce, the 34 Battalion of the 185th
Infantry swuns to the north to gecure MiANDURRIAO AIRFIELD and JARO..
it this point the PANAY phase of the Victor—I Operation entered

the nop-up sta;e.’ The _Division continued- vﬂtrol action on the 1sland

untll March 29th when the att*ck on NEGIOS began., The 2d Battalion,

'160th Infantry, remained on PLFAY to complete the mcp=up.

For the NEGROS operation, the 503d Parachute Regimental Combat
Tean was added to the taék force and the 164th Repimental Combat

149



wi'l’

Poan (ﬂnerlcaj.DLV131dh) was placed-in Army Reserve.

The lwndlnr on NEGROS OCCIDENTAL was made at PULUPANDAN at 0930
on HMarch 29th and was unopposed. The 185th RCT led the Division ashore
and began the advance to BACOLCD. Small groups of enemy were found
and 16 Japanese Wefe killed. The following day, the lst Battalion,
185th Infantry, supported by tanks, outflanked and eliminated an
énemy strongpoint that opposed a crossing over the MAGSUNGAY RIVER.-
The advance contlnued and on March 30th, BiCOLOD was secured, Con-
tinuing their northward drive against minor re31stance, elements of
the 185th scized SILAY on april 3d,

From this boint, the attack swung inland over the ggntly rising
cultivaten piain between the coast and the mountain renrses of north-
éontral NSG“OS. The advance throush this zone was rapid as the Japanese
interposed only small delaying.elements in an attempt to gain time for
the organigation of‘their defenses in the interior.

On 4pril 4th and 5th, GURMBALON and CONCEPTION weresecured, s

the two RCT's of the L4Qth Division necared the Japanese main line, where

. last=ditch resistance was expected, the 503d Parachute RCT was

committer,

By april Sth our‘forces were situate sthree RCT's abreast W1th

tqe )OBd _covering-the-north flank, "the 160th on the south flank, and

the 185th in the center. From this formation, the coordinated attack

to crack.the Japanesé main line was launched on the mornine of April 9th,
Resistance increased with every yard of advance confirming the intelli-

fence estimate thgt the Japanese main defenses had been encountered,
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The defenders fought Gigofodéiy ahd Wi%ﬁ determihation, exploiting
, : \
advantageous positions to the. fullest, '

‘As the Division reached its objective at the end of April,
it became evident that the Japanese were withdrawiﬁg to the southeast.
to reorganize in the HILL 3355 sector, To meet this maneuver, the
503d, (leavin~ one battalion to protect the northern flank) was
shifted southward to the Division's right fiank. Here it was given
the mission of'driving northeast to cut the Japanese supply and
evacuation route while the 185th and 160th attacked from the north
and west respecctively,

This bhase of the operation that began on May I5th required our
troops to fiﬁh£ uphill throush heavy rain forest and steep mountains,
Enemy organization aypeare? to.be disintegrating and resistance was
less determined, But this breakdown in organization was offset to
some extent by tﬁe bettcf defensive terrain in which the Japanese
were now operating. By May 26th, however, the cnemy evacuation rbute
was cut and sooﬁ thereaftef the enemy was ihcapabie of any sustained
operations., On June Lth, the Philippine Army Forces of the 7th
Military District, ander control of imerican Forces, took over.the

pursuit of the remaining Japanese.31

Tanks in Action ‘ -

" PANAY (ap 17), The 716th Tank Battalion minus Companies & and
B was attached to the 40th Infantry Division and further attached to
the 185th Infantry for the PANAY-NEGROS operations. On March 18, 1945,
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the Battalion went ashore at TIGBAUAN, PANAY. The beach area was
quickly mopped up and the tanks and infantry drove on towards OTON.
The Asséult Gun Platoon and Company C were attached to the 1lst Bat-
talion, 185th Infantry, and with them, drove toward ILOILO on the fol-
lowing day. In the vicinity of MOLO the enemy was found behind a
heavy concrete wall at the west edge of the town. The assault guns

and two tank platoons from Compeny C were used to blast through the

‘barrier. A&fter 30 minutes of. continuous firing our troops were able

to move forward, _

The 3d Platbon of Company C was attached to an infantry company
whose mission it was to move south of MOLO toward ILOILO. Directly
south of MOLO the forces received small arms fire from a group of
about 4O pillboxes and’gir—raid shelters situated in a grove of
Cocoanut Palms., Two tanks moved in to attack, covered by the remainder
of the Platoon, and neutralized these positions without casualties.

On the following day, tanks and ihfantry moved in to take HOLO with-
out opposition the enemy having evacuated during the niéht.‘ |

The infantry then mounted on the tanks and the column moved rapidly

. into ILOILO. This ended participatién in the PANAY operation by

Company C, 716th Tank Battalion, -

HMeanwhile, Company D and the Reconnaissance and Mortar Platoons,

_ with the 3d Battalion; 185th Infantry, attacked CARPENDER's BRIDGE,

quickly capturing it, In a‘rapid march to HIGHWAY No, 3 at JiRO,

the MaNDURRIAO AIRFIELD was captured.
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By March 215t‘éné3y’fe$isténce was scattered and iheffegtive.
fhree'tanks e?Company D and the Reconnaissance Platoon With infantry
made a reconnaissance in force from CABATUAN to JANIUARY. On March
23d, feconnaissance was continued. A large enemy pocket was located
and destroyed in the vicinity of SANTA BARBARA. The next day the
Battalion reverted to division control and for the next three days
prepared for the NEGROS operation,

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL (¥Map 18). On March 29th, thc Battalion (=)
arrived at NEGIOS. Units were shuttled ashore at PULUPANDAN. Com-
pany D supported the 1st Batfalion, 185th Infantry, and moved along
HIGHYAY 1 to BAGO. Tﬁe drive continued to the outskirts of»BACOLOD
where contact with the eneny was ma'de. The next Qay BACOLOD was
secured and Company D moved 6000 yards east of the city. The 3d
Platoon, with Company C of the Infantry, reconn01tered roﬁds and
approaches to the MATABONG LIVER, Enemy c§ntact was made but broken
off. The next dey, reconnaissance was continued southeast of TALISAY
to CONCEPTION without contact. On hpril 2d, during the attack on |
TALISLY, Comrany D while supporting the infantry destroyed 26 cnemy
and 22 pillboxes, From April 3d to the 6th the.Company was cmployed
on reconnaissance miésicns without incident, |

On April 6th, the Battalion minus Companles A, B» and. C _reverted

' to-division contrnl and moved to PULUPbNDAN to embark on the next day

for the staging area on “INDORA._ This left Company C-as the only
tank eieménﬂ-on the‘Island.

Company C, coming ashore with the assault waves of thé 2d Bat- .
talion of the 185th Infantry, immediately drove north écross the
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BAGO RIVER, through the town of'BAGC and along HIGHWAY No. 1 t owards
the Provincial.Capitol, BACOLOD: The move was made with the infantry
riding the tanks, The first hight was'spéht at the BACOLOD AIRPORT,
about a>mile south of the tcwn after'covering»about 16 miles against
sporadic sniper firc. Tank-infantr& teams secured the town the}next
morning. Two platoons of the tanks were used to envelop the town
from two directions and the 3d platoon acted as a base of fire,

‘While the remainder of the Company étayed in bivouac at BACOLOD,
the 3d Platoon was attached to the 160th Infantry and suppofted it
in the drive ﬁowards GRiNADA and CONCEPTION., An advance of five
miles was nade against nminor resistance. For the‘next few days, the
tanks were enployed by sections on reconnaissance missions. On Apfil
24, tanks and an infantry patrol succeeded in oécupying a part of
CONCEPTION but they were ordered to withdraw, The next morning after
an artillery preparétion, tanks and infantry secured the town. |
Aerial bombs eﬂployed as mines‘were found in this‘seétor. No other
major advances were made in this sector., The 3d Platbon remained in
bivouac with the 160th Infantry for about a week.

On Aprilléd,'the remainder of the Compény, working with the 1lst

Battalion, 185th Infantry, occupied TALISAY after encountering light

resistance. Using HIGHVAY. 1 as an a£is, SILAY, 10 miles north of .. —.o -

- BAGOLOD;“W&S"ﬁékéh."wﬁﬁwﬂﬁfii Lth, the Company (=) with a platcon of

infantry acted as the covering force for the 24 Battalion and moved

towards GUTMBALON, eight miles away. Just short of the town at a

‘bridge over the'HUYﬁO RIVER.the covering force ran into heavy resistance
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‘and Wad forced to withdraw., The infantry dismourited from the tanks

and‘the tanks moved rapidly off the road to the southwest of the town.
With one platoon as the base of fire, the other moved to the north

into the-edge of the town, Simultaneously the infantry moved into the

~town from the west and the town was seized and secured, From April

5th to thé 8th, the two platoons were used on patrol missions.

On April 8th, the 2d Platoon of Company C was attachéd to the
503d Parachute Regimental Combat Team, By this time, the situation
had developed into three main axes of advance, a ilegimental Combat
Team with a tank platoon attached,.on each,‘

The 3d Platoon at CONCEPTION mo&ed with elements of the léOtH
Infantry in its drive to the east. The platoon was Lsed on recon-
naissance as well as cl5se—support missions. On April 10th, the Pla-~
toon led the 1lst Battalien in an 8000 yard advance., For the remainder
of thé moﬁth, and durihg May, the Platoon was used primarily in a
secondary mission of firing concentrations into the heavily organized
Japanese positions on HILL 3155. On June 2d, the Platooh was relieved
and returned tg the Company area in tﬂe vieinity of SILAY.

tHeanwhile, the lsf Plétoon, with the 185th; led the infantry in
a slow advance over.the length of a long, narrow, wooded ridge locatéd
approximately 1200 yardé north of the northermn slopes of HILL 3155,

On épril 27th, this Platoon with clements of the other two tank
Platooné of Company C ;pearhéaded a regimental attack in wﬁich the

LaNTAWAN PLATEAU was successfully seized and occupied, This marked

 the furthest advance in this sector and until May 10th, the Platoon
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remained in the area firing at.targets-of oppor£unity from positions
on the Plateau. Ténk fire was used fo mark targets for air strikes,
On May 10th, ﬁhe lét Platoon moved to the Company arez in the
vicinity of SILAY, '

During the period, the 2d‘Platoon moved east with the 503d.
It was used on reconnaissance, direct support missions, and as the
basis for tank-infantry teams, On May 10th, the Platoon was relieved
and rejoined the Company,

Wiith the exception of a fivé-day period.when the 1st Platoon
feturned-to LANTAWAN PLaTEAU to fire in conjunction with the

artillery, this morke! the end of tank action on NDGROS CCCIMENTAL.J?

Sumpary

During the<PANAY~NﬁGROS operatién, the tanks were employed_as
platoons or sections in support of companies énd battalions of
infantry. In only one.instance, the seigure of BACOLOD, NEGROS, were
tanks employed as a company unit. In all instances it appeafs that
the tanks were used to the best advantage. When the road net and the
terrain permitted, théy were qsed'as the basis of tank-infantry teams
resulting in rapid advances and early seizure of objectives, In moun-
tginous terrain, the tanks were employed in secondary missions of

fire support,
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SEETTON V

- CEBU

Terrain

wEBU is one of the four main islands. in the SOUTHERN VISAYa

group (Map ;59.. It is a long narrow island similar to NEGROS and
PANAY in topographical aspects. Mountain chains with elevations up
to 3000 feet form the. backbone of the'Island. .It is heavily populated
and as a result has been practically cleared of trees in order to grow
éorn.' Minor forested areas, however, are found in the central moun~

.tains .

General Situaﬁion

Eighth Afmy designated the Americal Division, reinforced, (less
the 164th Regimental Combat Team in Army Resérve) és the task force
for the Victor II Operation. The Division's primary mission was to
liberate CEBU but the gperation,also inéluded éhe seigure énd dccu—r
pation of NEGROS ORIENTAL and BOHOL. March 25th was designated as
the target date but this was later changed to the 26th, By an amphi-
bious éssault‘ouf troops were to seize a beachhead in the T.LISAY
arca on the eastern coést of CEBU, Then they were to advance rapidly
along the coast td the northeast and capture CEBU CITY, its‘airfields

and harbor installations. Further plans were to include the seizure

" of other islands covered in this operation when and as ordered,

At 0830 on March 26th, the invasion of CEBU was launched with
an amphibious assault near T&LISLY, five miles southwest of CEBU CITY.

157



Qesistance tc the assault was limited to sporadic small armsland @ortar
firés howevet; the entire letigth of ﬁhe lahaing beath was mined with
shells and bombs ranging in size from 60-mm mortar shells to 250-pound
acrial bombs, Also extending the length of the beach was a personnel
barrier consisting of sharply pointed bamboo barbs 12-18 inches long,
partially covered with vines and jutting up from the sand at a
L5-degree angle., Despite these andbother barriers, elements of the
Division pushed rapidly forward and by D £ 1, CEBU CITY was in our
hands. After this, resistance stiffened and later developed into
fanatical defensive fighting with frequent localized counterattacks.

On aApril 9th,.the>Division's 164th RCT, which had been in 4Army
Rescrve, arrived and was released to the Di&ision. The 34 Battalion
was sent to BOHOL and the remainder of the Regiment was moved 25 miles
by a concealed route to thé rear of tﬁe cnemy's right flank. Begin-A
ning on April 12th, the three combat feams accelerated theip attaéks
against BABAG RIDGE, gnd on April 18th, patrols‘of the 164th and 132d
Infantry met on the Ridge., &s of April 20th organized resistance was
officially declared broken in the CEBU CITY area.

By rapid marches and shore-~to~shore movehent up the coast, the
fnerical Division systematilally blocked the attempts of the Japanese
to organize ancther defensive line and evacﬁaﬁe from the Island.
Patrols continued to hunt down the scattered enemy remnants until

early in June,
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Tanks in_ iction
Company B, 716th Tank Battélion, was attached to the Americal
Division for the CEBU operation. - The Company landed on D-Day, but saw

no action until the 28th. &t this time, the 1lst Platoon was designated

‘to support the lst Battalion, 182d Infantry. The mission of the tanks

was to supporﬁ the infantry by neutralizing cenemy pillboxes that were
holding up the advance. Althdugh_numerous pillboxecs were destroyed
our forces were unable to get into a tenable position and the infantry

was forced by nightfall to withdraw to the original position. The

- next day; the attack was continued, The tanks and infantry succeeded

in advancing ageinst small arms fire through a heavy mine field for
2000 yards to the foop of‘HILL 31, Infantry arrived at the crest of
the Hill, buﬁ were prevented from going over by fiérce fire. The
tank platoon with a platoon of infantry.made several attempts to move
around the right‘flank of the Hill but each time they were repulsed
by heavy fire, i4n attack was then started‘around the left flank but
was called back to allow the artillery t§ soften up tﬁe area, During
the withdrawal thé entire hill was blown .up by the énemy causing the
infantry heavy casuzlties and killing one officer; one enlisted man,
and wounding five others.froﬁ the tank company. Caves in the Hill
had been filled with torpedoes, depth charges, and aerial bombs and
these tremendous charges had been detonated by reﬁéte control,
leanwhile, the 24 Platoon of Company.B.moved up to support the
2d Battalion, 182d Infantry, in the capture of LAHUG AIRFIELD. ¥ith
little difficulty the enemy was driven to tﬁe southeast where they
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océupieé hills oVefiobkihg.thé fieldi During the atéaék on these
pbsiﬁions, the tanks reduced 10 piliboxes and four concrete émplace-
ments but the attackers were unable to hold their gfound and were .
forced to withdraw, One tank was disabled by a mine and though
towed from the Airfield-and_protected through the night it had to

be abandoned'at dawn the next day.

On March 30th, the 24 and 34 Platoons of Company B with the 1st
Battalion, 182d, attacked northeast from HILL 31, Thirty pillboxes
and five concrete emplacements were destroyed as well as one 90-mm
mortar.” Tanks with infantry seized ground on the right side of.tﬁe
Hill but arain withdrewal was nécessary és 90~nm mortar fire forced
the infantry bhack, ”

Next day, phe 2d Platoon of the tanks, with Company G of the 1824,
advanced 1000 yards nast HILL 31 to the east destroying 35 pillboxes.
The Blelaﬁoon advanciné north'along HILL 31 was stopped by a bridge
that was mined with aerial bombs. The bombs eould not be removed
because of heavy sniper fire,

The next day, the 2d Platoon, Company B, assisted Companies B
and G of the 182d Infantry in a cbordin#tod attack on a hill mass 2000
yards northwest of HILL .31, One section of tanks was employed with
cach cbmpany of infantry., The reinforced companieé thus formed con-
verged an the objecﬁive after an advance of 1000 yards. On the same
day, the 3d Platoon of Company B led an attack made by the 24 Bat-
taiion. Five concrete machine gun positions and trenches dug out of
solid coral were reduced,
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Missions similar to the above were continued until April 10th,

‘At'this time the tanks began to encounter serious difficulties with

the terrain, A typical action showing this, is that of the 3d Platoon
with the 3d Battalion, 132d Infantry, in an assault on HILL 26. The -
attack proceeded down a ridge to a point LOO yards.from the base of
the Hill where the tanks were étopped by a deep gorge, Thus the
Platoon was able to give covering fire only.

Until &pril 17th, Company B, operating in sections or platoons,
continued to assist the infantry in the slow tedious job of advancing
from one hiil to another., On #pril 18th, patrols of the 164th and
132d Regiments met on BABAG RIDGE and organizcd resistance in the area.
was broken,

On April 19th, Company B}s 24 Platoon assisted the lst Battalion,
82d Filipino Infantry, in an attaék on a hill mass 2000 yards west of
BASAK. The area was thickly mined with 75-mm shells and engineers .
were required to clear a path for the tanks, In taking the objective
15 pillboxes were destroyed, |

Two Jdays later the same'platoon_was split into two sections and
advanced with the lst Battalion of the lBéd Infantry astridé HIGHWAY
No. 1 in an attempt to contact and destroy elements of the withe-
drawihé Japs. Progress was hindered by 20 abatis roadblocks, tank
traps 9 feet wide and 13 feet deep flooded with water, and aerial
bombs and artillerykshells used as.mines. An advance of eight miles
waé made, nevertheless, against spofadic resistance from mortars
and machine guns, |
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On April 25th, the 2d Platoon of Company B was attached to the

164th RCT, This Regiment (less the 3d Battalion) made af unopposed’

_ landing on NEGROS ORIENTAL at DUMAGUETE on April 26th. The Platoon

assisted the infantry in its rapid pursuit of the eh@ny in the initial
phases of ﬁhis operation, On May 5th, the Platoon was relicved and
returned to CEBU,

Until May l9th; the platoons of Company B assisted the infantry
in the search to block and capture the remaining'Japanesé on CEBUf
During t;nis peried, elexﬁents of the Company participated in two of
the infantry's éhore-té-shorevmovements when the 3d Platoon landed
at CATMON POINT on april 23d and whén the 1st Platoon landed at
T4BUELLAN oﬁ aApril 29th, | |

On lay i9th, the 1lst and 34 Flatoons Jjoined Company B Headquarters
in CEBU CITY. Untii YMay 29th, the 2d Platoon engaged in extensive
patrol work. The rcturn of this Platocon on that date marked ?he end

of the CEBU operation for Company B, 716th Tank Battalion,

Summa ry
During this operation, the tanks were employed in close-support

missions advancing with the infantry and assisting mainly in the

.reduction of pillboxes. During the later stages serious difficulties

with the mountainous terrain were encountered and the tanks were
forced to revert to the sccondary role of fire support. After the main
Japanese positions were destroyed the tanké were employed to good

advantage in the pursuit of the Japanese troops remaining on the Island,

L3
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SECTION VI ‘
ZAMBOANGA (MINDANAO) , -JOLO

Terrain

The ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA, comprising sver one-sixth of the land
areas of MINDANAO ISLAND,}is attached to the mainland at its western
extremiﬁy by the narrow PANGUIL ISTHMUS (Map 20), The Peninsula is
150 miles long. In addition to its narrow peninsula connection to
castern MINDANAO, ZAHBO&N:n is further isolated by the high, densely
wooded and almost impenetrable mountains that rise in the center and
by the lack of a suitable road net #nd other meansﬂsf overland com-
munications, The genenﬁl elevationiof the rugged unexplored interior
is from 1500~2000 feet, but at a point only 12 miles distant and

to the northeast of ZAHEOANGL TOWN, this mountain range rises to an

- unnamed peak L4400 feet high. The coastal plains that ring the Pen-

insula are narrow and renerally fls@. In the vicinity of ZANBOANGA
TO™N for example, they'average fougiand one-half miles in‘width.
From this coastal plain, steep hilfs spring upward ailowing unlimited
observation of the terrain and shoreline below, These plains,
especially in the ZAMBOANGA region, are wellvcultlvated Wlth all
arable ground covered by rice padales and cocoanut groves. ‘The
productive areas are 1nterspersed W1£h stretches of scrub grass and
occasibnal swamps o |

ZAMBOANGA is sepsrated from the'SULU AHCHIPELAGO by the 10-mile-
wide B.SILAN STRAiT. This Archluelsgo is made up of some 370 1slands,
the vast majoritj of which are small, uninhabited and unimportant,
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The three major islands, each the nucleus of its own:su —archipelago
or island group are: BASILAN; just across the strait from ZAMBOANGA
Tdﬂﬂ JOLO, at the center of the chaln, and TAWI TAWT in the extreme
south just 30 mlles from the north~east tip of BORNEO,
Geographically, the islands of the Archipelago are. a semi=~
submerged continuation of the volcaaic ridge which forms the ZAMBOANGA
PENINSULA.- BASILAN, except for the coastal areas,vis densely covered
with rain forest. JOLO has high mcuntains, with large, grass=-covered
slopes that are ideal for grazing cattle while the alluvial lowlands
produce excellent crops of bananas and -exotic friits, TAWI TAWI
is almost complctelﬁ unexplored buf aerial photos show it to be

heavily forested,

General Situation

The seizure of the ZAEBOANGA PENINSUL!: and the SULU ARCHIPELAGO
were known as the Viector IV operativon, Eighth srmy assigned both
tasks to the Llst Infantry Division., The Division, less the 186th
Regirental Conoot Tean WhiCh was engeg d on PnLh"AN assaulted ZAM-
’BOANGA PENINSUL: at 0915, March 10, 1945 at SAN MATEO. Light machine
gun fer was chcountered but progréss was raplﬂ and by noon two bat-
talions were moving towsrd the secondary obgectlves Whlch were stra-
tegic points near the airfields. During the day SialN ROQUE was taken
and by'nightfall the 162d Infantry had expanded its bridgehead ts a
depth of 3000 yards, Elements of the 163d Infantry hsd reached
BLLITASAN CREEK juSﬂ north of ZAINBOANGa TOWN. The following dsy,
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ZAMBOANGA: TOWN and the airfield in the vicinity of SAN TOQUE Were in
our hands, The next morning, the drive thrqugh the foothills to secure
PLSLNLNCA jumped off; the 162d driving north of SAN ROQUE and the
1634 driving due north éut of ZAMBOANGA TOWN. By Mﬁrch’lBth, the two
forces had joined and by March 24th the Japanese positions in the
hills behind PASANANCA were pierpéd and the lengthy job of mopping

up hegan,

During the ensuing weeks the infantry pressed gradually‘forward
ané by the 1attef part of ﬁpril, eneny resistance weakened considerably
as he was maneuvered into smaller apd smaller pockets. 4s his‘supply
'linés and routes of evacuation were severed, his fanatical resistance
disinterrated, |

During the latter stages of the above operation, an island-
hopping campaign to the south was in progress. On Aprill7th, thé
163d Infantry (less the 24 Battalion) began unloading for an assault
on JOLO. The landing on the 9th was unopposed. The first strong
opposition was met at MOUNT DATU, four miles south of JOLO TOWN, on
D £ 1.

On.April 16th, the 1st Battalion, 163d Infantry, began its push
on MOUNT D/HO. it was here that the Japanese had decided to make their
main'st;nd on the Island, With the support:of artillcry and air the
main poéitions weré overrun and the back of the Jépanese resistance
was.broken. The remaincer of the operation was principally concerned

35

with mopping up the Island,
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Tanks in hction

ZAMBOMNG (Map 20). On February 18, 1945, Company & of the 716tk
Ténk Battalion boarded LST's at LINGAYEN GULF for MINDORO, where they
were to join the L4lst Infantry Division for the assault on BAMBOANGA=-
JOLO. Battalion Medics, Service Company trucks and a wrecker from
Battalion Maintenance were attached for this operatione. The period
February '26th to March 6th was spent in tank—infaﬁtry training and
maintenance. In order for this personnel to become acquainted and
tq learn the ways of each unit, a platoon of tanks spent a day with
cach infantry company. On Hafch 6th, the unit loaded on ICM's for
the coming operation, B

The infantry assault waves hit the beach at SAN IMATEO at 100915..
at 1000 the tank company went ashore and the various platoons joined
their previously designatec units. The lst Platoon was attached to
the 162¢ Infantry, the 24 Platoon to the 2d Battalion of the léBd
1Infantry an? the 3d Flatcon to the 3d Battalion of the 163d Infantry,
Company Headquarters assembled in the vicinity of the WOLF AIR STRIP.

The.tank platoons accomﬁanied their respective Battélions and
rapid progress waé made against relatively light opposition initially
but ipcreasing by the end of the day, Elements of the 162d occupied
S&N IIOQUE village and extended the’beachhead to a depth of 3500
yards, The 163d was on BALIWASAN CREEK just ﬁqrth of ZAMBOANGA TOWN,
During the day, the taﬁks Were credited with destroying 12 enemy
. machine gun nests.and killing approximately 60 Japs, At 1800;
the tanks withdrew-and assembled on the east end of WOLF AL STRIP
for the nicht, This practice of assembling the Company each night

was continued throughout the campaign,
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On the morniné of the 1lth, the platoons moved out to support
their respective units£ The 3d Platooﬁ continued the advance to the
outlying edge of ZAMBOANGA TOHN. The 2d Platoon, still with the 2d
Battalion of the 163d, assisted in the capture of SAN ROQUE AIR STRIP.
The Company destroyed 15 pillboxes and numerous small afmé installations
during the day, - ‘

A4t 1330, on March the 12th, ﬁhe 1st and 2d Platoons of Company A
moved out to support the lst and 2d Battalions of thé 163d Infantry
in the drive to the nortﬁ ffom ZAMBOANGA TOWN toward PASANANCA,
Resistance intensified and.there was little progress made against
machine gun, mortar and 20-mm fire, The tanks knocked out six 20-mm
guns, several machine guns and killed an.estiméted 100 enemy in an
intense two-hour fight.

The next day, the 163d continued the advance to the north,
at this time, the 3d Platoon of Company A also joined the fight in
support of tﬁe 1st Battalion. They advanced 800 yards astride the
SANTA M. RTA=-=PASANANCA ROAD. The next day, 500 yards were gained with
the Company accounting for 32 pillboxes, |

On March 15th, the 1st Platoon joined Company E of the 1624
Infantry and assisted in the'release,of a platoon fhat had been pinned
down earlier in the‘day. The tanks furnished overhead fire, driving
the enemy from their‘positions and allowing the infantry to withdraw
to positions of safety.l The_Ba Platoon continued to support the 163d

in securing PASANANCA and the high ground in the vicinity,
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The 1st Platoon, still with the léBd,-supported the 24 Battalién
on the 17th, The infantry advance was held up while attempting to
cross a valley appr&ximately 500 yards wide. The tanks went into
positien on the high ground overlooking the valley and poured 150
rounds of 75-mm into the Jap intrenchments, Under the cover of
this fire, the infantry crossed the valley and seized the enemy posi-
tion. .

On March 20th, after a-day of maintenance\for all tanks in thé
Company area, three tanks of thé 2d Flatcon supported the lst Bat-
talion,~163d Infantry, by destroyinz 6 pillboxes, one 20-mm gun and'
a radar'positiun; From Mafch 21st to April 7th,.Cohpany'A remained
in a rest area, The time was devoted to maintenance and care of
personal equipmeht. Tracks were changed on all'£anks.36

JOLO (Map 20). On 4pril 7th, Company 4, 716th Tank Battalion,
was attached to the 163d Infantry to participate in the J@!O opera-

tion. The landing on JOLO on the 9th was unopposed, However, all

roads were heavily mined, thus making mechanized movement relatively

‘slow,

The next day, the 1lst Platoon supported the 1st Battalion, 1634
Infantry, in the vicinity of MOBO, Crews of the tanks killed two
Japs attempting té knock out our tanks with pole charges. The 24
Platoén sqpporting the 34 Battélion adﬁanced 500 yardé cross~country
to HILL 87&; This rapid advance was made possible by a road which was
built by a tank dozer with the infantry following in support of the
£ank. The reméinder of the Company shelled HILL 927 and HILL 836 at a
range of LOOO yards, Company A spent the night in JOLO CITY,
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The 2d Platoon of Company A supported the 31 Battalion on April
llth._ The attack continued on HILL 572 after a preparation by the
tanks, The tanks accompanied the infantry in the advance but the
_force was turned 5éck. On April 12th, the 3d Platoon joined the 3d
Battalion and assisted in the advance by direct fire on enemy posi-
tions. The platoon W§s‘credited with killing 200 Japs in the day's
engagement., The 24 Platoon was used to fire obéerved fire at a range
of 5000 yards. -

Company & returned to its former baée at ZAMBOANGA on April 13th

and entered a period of intense maintenance.

Summary

During the ZAMBOANGA~JOLO operation the tanks were habitually
employed as platoons with.infantry battalions. They assisted the
infantry mainly in the reductioﬁ.of pillboxés and machine éun nests.
On several occasions, the'tanks.wére called upen to fifé as artiliery.
One practice worthy of note that Waé employed by the Company during |
the ZAMBOANG! phase was that each night all tanks in the Cbmbaﬁy were
assembled in a central locati5n.- The platoons moved ou£ of these
assembly areas early each morning'tobjoin the infantry units to which -

they were attached,
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CHAPTER 9
V0 JTMA ISLAND

Terrain

Since IWO JIMi (Map 21) is the only one of the VOLCANO ISLANDS

on WhiCh-COmbatﬂtOOk nlace, the terrain of this Island only will be

discdssed.‘

IWO JIMA is a volcanic island five and one-half miles long and
two and one-half miles wide at its widest. point. The Island is gen-
erally triangular. st its knob-like southern end is a dead volcano,-
MT. SURIBACHI, a broad cone 556 feet high with a decp jagged crater.
The ba&yoquSURIBAQﬂi is éﬁrrounded by rocks and some gnarled stupted
trees with little foliage.. Its sides are steep, rough and rockys

Just north of this point is the narrowest and lowest part of the

Island. Starting at this narrow poiht are .beaches on each side of

ﬁhe Island stretching -3500 yards northward. From each of these
beaches the grouﬁd slopes:up and in to a tableland on which is
located AIRFIELD‘NO. 1. From the southern tip of the Islagd up past
LINFIELD No. 2 the soil is a sliding blackvvolcanic'sand.t North .
of AIRFIELD No, 2 there arc a series of wild rocky ridges that twist
across the Island from one shore to the other, The highest of these
ridges 'is 382 feet while séveral others are over 360 feet high. -
This whole northern area is a mass of crags, gullies, chasms and
hills that come one after the other and end in cliffs at the extreme

end of the Island in the north. .
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General Situation

.IWO JTMA was a Marine Corps operation. ,It was performed by
three marine divisions, the 3d, 4th, and the 5th, all under the V
Amphibious Corps, a Marine Headquarters. The chain of command was
as follows.

Flfth Fleet - idmiral R, 4, Spruence USN
Joint Exp Force - V Adm R Ry K. Turner USN
Exp Troops - Lt Gen H, M, Smith USMC
V Amphibious Corps - Maj Gen H. Schmidt USMC
3d Mar Div e Haj Gen G, B, Erskine USM
Lth Mar Div = Maj Gen S, B. Cates USMC
5th Mar Div - !Maj Gen K, E, Llockey USIC
IO in the VOLCANO ISLANDS is only 660 nautical miles from
TOKYO. In addition to its strateglc location on the innermost .ring
of dufenses of JMlAN 1t was the main base for the interception of
the American B-29's, The neced for-taking the Island was illustrated
2y the fact that on llarch hth, the first crippled B-29 landed on
nIQFIEL“ No, 1 less than two weeks after the initial landlngs. More
important though was the fact that B-29's when bombingJAPAN‘could

have a fighter esccrt basgd\on Vo,

The A4th and 5th Marine Divisions landed on the southeast shore

‘of O JIMA on February 19, 1945,  The 3d Marine Division was in

reserve, landing on February 21st and eventually going into the gap

between the 5th Division on the left and the A4th Division on the

‘right, The mission of the.Bth Division was to advance inland as

rapidly as possible and dross~ﬁ!ﬁplsland to the western beaches, Then
the 27th RCT éf the Division was to move northward while the 28th RCT

was to gttack MT., SURIBACHI.2 The 4th Division was charged with

. )



capturihg the northeast end of ‘AIRFIELD No. 1, thehigh ground between

; . - ' L 3
- AIRFIELDS No, 1 and 2, and the right half of the Island.” The tank

- battalions érganic' to the three divisions engaged in thg operation.

The 2d Amored Amphibious Battalion under an Armored Amphibious Group

also participated but reports of its action were not available for

this research,

Tanks 1n Hct ion

5th Harine Tank Battallon. The 5th Marine Tank Battalion com=

manded by Lieutenant Colonel W, R, Collins consisted of a
Headquaft-eré and Headquarters and Service Company and three letter
companies. They were equif)ped with Mi-type tanks, some mounting
flamethrowers, , |

For the initial apc-;.ratjtorts on the Island, Compar_ly C of the
Battalibn w?s attached to the 28th RCT which wheecled south after
cro'ssing the Island.. The rcmainder cf the Battalion was attached to

the 27th #CT, H-Hour was 0900 and the first tanks were ashore by

0930.% By the end of D-ay, THO had been split in two and the ECT's

proceeded as planned, On D # ]_., tanks spearheaded the advance of the
27th RCT in the capture of its part of AIRFIELD No, 1.0
On D # 2, the 27th RCT, assisted by tanks, advanced about 1000

yards and, in doing so, created a larfre gap between it and the L;th

'DlVlSlon on the right flank. Elements of the 3d Division were throwrx :

. J ‘*ﬂ
into ’thls gap but could not ellmnate the Jap sal:.ent that ex1sted

just west of i{_IRFIELD No, 2 and north of AIRFIELD No,_ 1. Inan at~

"tempt to overrun these defenses, the tanks of all three divisions
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were cohcenitrated on.D # 5 for a coordinated attack.. Tanks led the

attack and the 21st RCT from the 3d Division attached to the 4th

Division eventually came abreast of the 5th Division unitsa

For the attacks on both HILL 3624 and HILL 362B, tanks led the

: . o 7
attack but hand-to-hand fighting was the deciding factor. For the

lattér HILL armored bulldozers were used to elear rocads so that tanks
could be brought upfor direct support..

Wihen the Japs were finally compressed into the northwest tip of

 the Island, a tank-led assault was attempted. Flame-throwing tanks

were the most effective since they "caused the Japs to leave their
caves and run.hnghe pocket was so small and the terrain so broken
that artillery could not be used effectively. Tanks w¢nt into posi-~
tion over newly constructed roads that were mined nightly by the |
éﬂemyr Tanks ha@ practically no effect. on the cohcrete pillbox in

9

the gofge where the JapS'Were trapped,

Lth Marine Tank Battalion, The Lth Marine Tank Battalion was

comaanded by Major R. K. Schmidt ahd was organized in the same way
as ige 5£h.' It was equipped with Mi-type tanks, some mounting flame=-
throwers, Tanks of the Lth Mérine Tank Battalion, landing 10 minutes .
aftér those of the 5th Marine Tank Battalion, went into action on the
beache; in close support of the mortar-bedeviled infantry. Others

10

burned the Japs out of their smashed fortifications., Again, as

with the 5th Tank Battalion, tanks led the infantry in the assault to

" capture ATRFIEID No. 1 on D £ 1,
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The coordinated tank attack on D £ 5 mentioned in a preceding
paragraph was in Support of the Lith DlVlsion. 11 the. tanks oh the

Tsland were used and aided in the ¢apture of the lower half of AIR-

FIELD Noi. 23

dn ) # 6, when elements of the 4th Division were held up east
of AIRFIELD No, 2, part of ‘the 4Lth Tank Battalion.launched an attack
through the 3d Division zone to outflank the defenées in front of the
left regiment, ' The attack succeeded in gaining about 300 yards, a
considerable distance for TWO JIM., Demolition teams-and flame=-throw-
ing tanks.attacked through mine fields to aid in isolating and then
in mopping upATURKEY KNOB.

The 4th Division turned southeast as the 3d Division took over

- the center of the Island., This extreme eastern portioh of IWO was

so filled with craters, crevices, caves and ravines that it was almost
impenetrable for tanks.

3d Marine Tank Battalion., The 3d Marine Tank Battalion, commanded

"by Major Holly H, Evans,.was organized as the other Marine Tank

Battalions and similarly equipped.

Thls Tank Battallon was first used on IVO JIHA in the coordinated

attack of the three battalions on D # 5. The tanks of the 3d Battallon,

‘hdwever, did not arrive in time and the infantry jumped off without
them. When the tanks did arrive, they made headway acroéé AIﬁFIELD
No. 2 runway by using direct firé. ‘Thesce tanks drew "heavy mortar
fire which resulted in heavy casualties to the accompanying infantry;
then, "they were subjected to fast accurate cannén fire, Nine tanks
were knocked out before they succeeded in destroying a number of
enemy installatipns including three heavy guns;"II
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The next day, February 25th, tanks led the 9th Marine's attack
across the northern end of AIRFIELD No,.2 to the high ground defending
ite.- The attack succeeded with numerous tank'lossesalz

On February 27th, tanks of the 3d Marine Tank Battalion attacked
on the left, west of the Airfield, and advanced up to 1200 yards
déspiﬁe the 1oss of 11 tanks. Their presence and fire power (using
point-blank fire on enemy ihstallations) were a decided advantage.
”Features of the action weré the ... decisive aid rendered the infan-
try by the tanks "3 | |

The next day, thé 21lst RCT with the 3d Tank Battalion, attached,
jumped off north of AIRFIELD No., 2 wherc five Jap tanks were encoun-
tered. These Jap tanks were disposed of by the infantry bazooka
tecams. . The atﬁack gained about 500 yards,

Moving ahead of the two -flank divisions, the 3d Division made
good progress in the flat center of the Island. . On March 1lst and 2d,
the Division; on the southern part of AIRFIELD No, 3;‘attacked north
with its tanks knocking out many enemy positions,

For the attack on HILL 362B in coordination with the Sth Divi-
sion, the Bd'Division used tanks in direct support in an Qverwatching
role., The tanks drew firé when moving up into position but once
they were in position and firing, the Jap fire decreased noticeablymlh

HiLL 362C was to be taken by a night'attack.- This attack failed
ﬁhen the attacking companies were cut off and decimated in the morning.
Elements of the 3d Tank Baﬁtalion with one company of infantry were

thrown into the attack to relieve the trapped units. The tanks,
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firing tachine guns, heavy weapons and spouting fiaﬁe, ﬁchd ihto the
pocket and mahaéed to extricate the remnants of the marine infantry
by hauling tﬁem out in the tanks, During the attack on these Hills
the tanks were the best weapons available and proved to be the deciding
factor in the engagement. They were restricted by the terrain, anti-
tank guns and mine fields which together took a toll of 15 tanks.l5

Updn reaching the far end of the Island part of the Division
turned northwest while the balance of the Division;remained to elimi-
nate CUSHMAN's POCKET. FEach RCT was given a tank company to assist
in mopping-up the pocket. Only one tank at a time-cﬁuld be used |
against the southefn end of the pocket bgcause of the nerrow ravines.
The Japs, meanwhile, were tank-hunting with pble.charges and Molotov
cocktails, |

Becausé of the terrain space, "the tanks played as equ;lly im-
portant a‘rcle as the artillery in the success of the operation.
Many times when the infantry found it impossible to gain another
yardee.the tanks running interference for the foot trooés opened up

holes."16

ngmagz
Throughout the 23 days on IWO JIMA tanks of the three Marine

- Divisions were in continuous support of the infantry, frequently in

direct fire roles_more_ofﬁen'than leading thevattack, The flame=-

throwing tanks were inveluable against caves and pillboxes which

larpe caliber shells merely scarred.
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The terréin , as shown in the opening paragraphs, generally was

ufisuited for tank action,, Englneers often had to bulldoze roads in

front of the tanks before the tanks could fove forward. 17 Flame-
thrown.hg tan_ks were used time and again against caves as the units
moved forward, and here, for the first time in the PACIFIC, the Japs

18

used mine fields™ in a manner comparable to that of the Mediter-

ranean and European Theaters,
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CHAPTER 10
THE RYUKYUS 1SLANDS
SECTION I

General

Tﬁis chapter relatesrthe employment of armor in the RYUKYUS
ISL/NDS (Map 22). Inasmuch as the situation and operations were of
four separate ant distinct parts; the chapter is divided into four
sections. Section I presents the events.leading up to and the rea-
sons for the operations discussed in the succeeding se;tions.- Sec-
tioﬁ IT deals with the operétions in the KERAMA ETTO and the KEISE
ISLANDS; Section ITI relates the operati§ns on OKINAVIA and Section IV

1]

the operations on IE SHIA.

Introduction -
is early as hugust 1943, the possibility of offensive operations

in the 2YUKYUS ISLANDS had been under consideration by the Joint

.Chiefs of Staff. On October 30, l9hh,'the neéessary directive was

issued by Central Pacific Forces.

In addition to maiﬂtaining unranittiné bressure on the Japanese,
our sﬁrategy in ﬁhe‘PACiFIC aréa was directed toward the seizure cgr -
destruction of the industrial heaft of JAPAN, It was our policy to
reach.this‘éritical area by sucqeséivﬁ steps acrosé the PACIFIC
designed to-avoid the main hostile forces and to take advantage of

Japanese vulnerability to blockade and air attacke.
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The line MARTANAS-LUZON had already been.adﬁanced on the right
fo MO JTh, The invasion of OKINAWA would secure the general line
EONIN#RYUKYUS and give us bakes fom which the full weight of our air
power could be thrown against the Japanese homeland and its vitel
industrial heartland. Thus, if our air_férce alone could not defeat
or force the surrender of Japan,’they would, at least, be able to give
full air support to an invasion from their bases in the BONIN-RYUKYUS
line, | |

To carry out this plan OKINAWA was selected as the most logical
target in the GYUKYUS since it constituted the largest land mass in
the entire archipeiago.l

411 elements to be engaged in the landing operations were organ-
ized as the Joint.Eéjeditionary Forces under thc command of Vice
Adniral Turner, Lieutenant General Simon B, Buckner, Jr., was assigned
%o ccmmand the expeditionary troops in addition to his duties as
Coﬁtmndér of the United States Tenth Army. The Joint Expeditionary
FQrces inciuded the Tenth.Army as the assault force and iﬂs organi-

zation included three marine divisions and four army divisions.

Terrain
The RYUKYUS ISLANDS, . together With the SATSUMAN SHOTO, make
up the NANSEI SHOTO (SOuthwestern Islands). . They lic between PKYUSHU
and FORMOSA screening the EAST CHINA SEA from the NORTH.PuCIFIC CCELN, -
The five island groups that meke up the chain are on the arc;of a

circle, convex toward the PACIFIC CCEAN.. One of the five, OKINAWA
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GUNTOi ié t%eﬁost important island in the NANSEI SHOTO.- There are
Gigﬁt principal islands in this group and there are a number of
smallef_islands. The sandstone and limestone can be excavated easily
to make underground installations. All the isiands aré surrounded
by coral reefs with openings in the recfs at the mbuths of streams,
Largé trees on these islands are rare except in thé northern part

of OKIN/LWA JDMi, Tall grasé and dense undergrowth are lacking,:
There arc several open plains,-somc'of which are devoted to sweet
potato and ricc cultivation., The crops are irrigated by the many

small strcams that flow from the mountain ridges,

SECTION II
KERAMHA RETTO

Terrain

The KERAﬁA RETTO,‘apperimately 18 miles to the southwesf of
OKINAWA; consists of three relatively largé islands and a number
of smaller islands, Iﬁ is a part of the OKIN/¥WA GUNTO, - The islands
are hilly and ﬁhe summits of the hills are covcered with dense
forests, _

The larsest island of the group is TOKASHIKI, 10,000 yards long
and 3000, yards wides Throughogt its enﬁire length and breadth |
it is a‘mass of serrated ridges and high hillé. The island has only

a few steep trails that cannot be traversed by vehicles.
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ZAMAMI,. the next largest isla’n:l of the group is approximately
5500 yards long and LOOO yards at the widest spoti Ridge lifes fol-
low the longitudinal axis of the Islahdy There are valleys flanked
by sharp ridges and two deep coves on the Island that can be used
as harbors, Ridges and hills are co§eréd by dense forests and high
£raSSEs . |

AKA SHIMA is an ;lsland measuring about 5400 yards by 3000 yards
and is the island next in size in the KERAMA RETTO, Shaped like a |
Sting Ray, it is covered by a succession of ridges that are dominated
by two pcaks. leefs surround the Island and the beaches for the mest
part are narrow and rise abrupﬁly to the hill mass,

HOKAJT and GERUMA SHIMA are liﬁked_longitudinally by an encircling
reef that f§llows the contours of the two land masses. Both islands
are hilly,. HOKAJI, 1800 yards long by 800 yards wide, conﬁains a
hill mass roughly 80 meters'high that covers the length of the Island,

CERUM: SHIMA, l5dO'yards by 1500 yards iA size, has,one'hill/
mass that graduélly rises to a heigh£ of 15) meters.. The hills are
wooded and the Iower terraces are tilled.

AlURO SHIMA measures about 2000 yards by 800 yards.. It has |
littie to offer-in the way of hills. The southern end af.the Island
has one ridge about 100 yards high. The northern half of the Isiand
is barely above sgé level with thfee small noses 30-40 meters high.

" KUBi SHD. is ZOCO yards in length and 900 yards in breadth and

is entirely mountainous.. The slopcs rise abruptly from the beaches,
y & & y

-Hills are precipitous,, running to well over 200 meters in height

with one peak on thc southern coast rising to 270 meters above sea
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level, Generally, wiﬁhin 200 yards of the beaches, fidges rise to
the 160 meter ¢ontour line, The hills are ‘v_erly rough ahd covered
with br‘ush and treesi

The last island of any size in the KERAMAS is YOKABI, a rough and
steep hill mass to the water's edge that measures 1500 by 1200 yairds;
It has practically no beaches, The buildings of an old copper mine

cling to the slopes above the most passable landings.

General Slt uation

The Western Islands Landing Force, compriscd of the 77th Infantry

Division an? its attachments, was given the mission of seizing the

KEitiMh and KEISE ISLiNDS. The seizure of these Islands was necessary
in order to provid:e an snchorage and seaplane base which would sub-
secuently be used by the United ‘S.tates'Navy during-the assault on
OKTNiWA (Map 23) . |

Five éss‘ault landings were ‘m.ade on the initial day of the opera=-
tion, and they werc made on ZAMAMI, AKi, HOKAJI, GERUMA and YAKABI.
GORUMA was assaulted by the 1st Battalion Landing Team of the 306th
Infantry and was cantured in three hcur's tfhe. The 2d Battalion
Landing Team cf the 306th Infantry landed on‘the beaches of HOKAJI
unopnoseds

The 3d Battalion of the 3654;h1nfan£ry assaulted AKA égainst)
ini_tia,}l' scattered resistance including one strong.po:‘i.nt ¢ Aftér' re-
duction of this resist;ﬁ.nce, intensive patrolling of the Island con=-

tinued for two days when the Battalion was withdrawn on larch 29, 1945,
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The'lsé‘Battalion:éffthe 305th‘Infantry was given the missioh

of capturing ZAMAMI and at the outset het only iight besistince,

the Japanecse ha%ing'fled before the assault into the hills, Later
the ehetiy iade nine separate Banzai attacks against the 1lst Battalion,

On March 29th, the lst Battalion was feiieved by the 2ad Battalion .

and withdrawn from the Island,

The Island of Y/KABI was captured by the 2d Battalion of the
307th Infantry meeting only light opposition. The landihg'was made
at 1341 on lMarch 26th, and the Island was secured hy 1600 on the same
f‘;ay.. |

On Harch 27th, the lst and 2d Battalions of the 306th Infantry

*madé lan”ings on TQKLSHIKI, the largest island in the group. Opposi-

tion on hoth Battalion beaches was light., Preceded by heavy air,
naﬁgl énd artillery suppoft fires, the Battalions .landed on the
west coast of the Island, the 1lst Battalion on the north and the
2d Battalion on the southsy Both Battalions moved inland, swung

north, and, parallelins each other, moved to the northern end of the

Islend to seize and secure it. Capture of the Island was declared

.accomplished on March 29th and the Battalions were reembarked on their

LST's the same day.

>On March 27th, Company B of the BOéth Infaﬁtry moved to Z.AMAMI
and from there to 5MURO, No enemy was found on AMURO and %he Company
regurned to ZAMAMI, |

leanwhile, Company G of the 307th :CT landed on KUBA ISLAD,

found no enemy an- rcturned to its parent unit .,
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On March 3Ist, the 2d Battalion.of the 306th RCT, supported by -
a platoon of Company D, 708th'Amphibioﬁs Tank Battalion, made unopposed
landing on the islands of KiMIYiMi, NANGANAN ahd KEUFU, These islands

made up the KEISE GR@UP. The islands were secured and made available

to the 155-mm Gun Field Artillery Battalions that werc to support the

main landings on OKINAWA on the following day.

Tanks in Action

During the capture of the islands of the KERAIMA 1ETTO and the

KEISE group, clements of the 708th Amphibious Tank Battalion supported

"the Battalion Landing Teams of the 77th'Infantry Division. The mission

of the 708th was ﬁd form ﬁhe assault waves‘of the several 1anding
teams in moving ﬁo the beaches and, by utilizing all weapons, lay
fire on and in the iﬁmédiate vicinity of the beaches while erroute.,
Afﬁer the lanéings werc made, the tanks were then to support by fire
the inland movement of the infantry units.

The secondary mission of elements of the 708th, in conjunction
with the Battalion Landing Teams, was to provide beaéﬁhead cefense
during the hours of darkness. |

The companies of the 708th #mphibious Tank Battalion were at=
tached to the four Battalion‘Lahding Teams from the ihfantry; At-
tachnents were ma-e as'folldwst 4/708 to 1lst Bn/305, B/708.to 3d
Bn/.305, C/708 to 1st Bn/306 and D/708 to 2d Bn/306.. N

Company A.of the 708th.lcd the 1lst Battalion'of the 305th in its
assault on ZAITAMI, using aiwedge formatiéﬁ. bfossing the sea wall
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on the beaéh,'the‘laﬁdings were made as schéduléd; but it was impos=-
sible for the tanks to move inland from the béachl - The lst Platooh
was then deployed on thé beach in 8efensive pdsitidhé Whiie the rest
of the Compaﬁy procéeded to AKENASHIKI SHIMA, -

The 3d Platoon of Company A of the 708th was attached to thé 1st
Battalion of the 305th on March 27th, The Platoon joined the infantry'
battalion on ZAMAMI ISLAND and the combined team then moved to AMURO
SHIITA where it made an unopposed landing.

On larch 27th, Tanks of the 2d Platoon of A/708 were sent to
ZAYUI!T to support the infanﬁry by clearing enemy from caves. ie-
leased the same dey after accompliéhing their mission, the tanks
of this Flatoon rejoined their Company and the Company was reloaded
on 1its LST's.3 - |

Company B 5f ;g;‘%OBth Amphibious Taﬁk Battalion was attached
éo fhe 3d Battalion of the 305th Infantry and led the shoreward move-
ment of the attack force across its line of departure and into the
bay between AKA and GERUMA, Tho;three Platoons of this Amphibious
Tank Company led the assault and upon reaching the beaches on iKA
moved inland for 100 yards to the edge of the town of AKA, As the
infantry moved still farther inland, the tank company remained in
its initial éositions t0 deliver fire on call from thebinfantry"

clements, Targets for these "on call' missions were enemy pillboxes,

. caves and other positions. During the night, the tanks Wbre used as

Fd

elements of the beach defense, On Harch 29th, the Company reloaded
on its LST's,
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Company C of the 708th, supporting £hc 1st Battalioch of the
306th Infantry) formod. the assault wave for the landing on GERUIL:,
Utiliging o wedge formation, and firing all weapons in thc approach,
an unopposcd landing was made. The Company took up firing posi-
tions on the beach and fired into suspected cnemy positions while
the infantry moved to seéure the Islend, Defensive positions were
held around the town of GERUIA and the Company remained on call to
support the infangry as necded., Two of the Company's tanks were
used to accompany the infantrj tractors in an encirclement of the
Island clecaring out cnemy-occupied caves. «t 1615 the Cbmpany was

released from attachment to the infantry and rcloaded on its LST's,

(Sec next page)



Compary D of thev708thi6mpﬁibipus‘Tank Battelionj minus one
platoon, supported the iandings of the 24 Battalion of the 306th
DCT oh HOKA&£.1_N9 enemy resistance was encountered on thg beach, -
One of the assault platoohs was employed inland as far as the terrain
?ermitted. Only light aqd scattered resistance was met. The
Company was released from attachment at 1215 and was reboa’ced.l+

On March 27th, Company D of‘the 708th took up a wedge formation
and landed on Orange Beéch of TOKASHIKI and met no resistanée.. Two
platoons move? inland as far as the terrain permitted and set up fir-

ing. batteries for indirect fire missions on call from the infantry.

The other platoon moved inland over more favorable terrain supporting

an infdntry advance to the south and east, That‘night, the Company
reassembled on thg beach to provide bcach-security. |
o On tarch 28th, the Company moved to another beach to support
the infantry elément; in ciearing caves, Company D was released
on Mérch 29th and reboated.5

The 24 Baﬁtalion of the 306th Infantry was given the mission of
seizing an? securing the KEISE ISLANDS just off the west coast of
OKINAWA.- One rlatoon of-Qompany N of the 708th was attached in sup-
port of this operation. Landings ﬁere macde on the islands of
KQHIYAMA, NANGANAN and'KEUFU. No opposition was enbountered and the
Islénds were made available to the artillery units designated to sup4
port the main landings on OKINAWA on April 1, 1§h5.6

This concluded the operations of the Western Islands Landing

Force in the KERANA TETTO and the KEISE ISL.NDS,
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SECTION IIT
OK INAWA
A _ Terrain
OKINAWA is the largest island of the OKINAWA GUNTO (Map 24) .
Th principal city, NAHA, is in the southwestern part of the Island
and the road and railroad system is centered here, There are three
railroad lines on OKINAWA, one éteam and two horse=-drawn sysﬁems.
OKINiWA has the most complete road system of any of the islands of
the NANSEI SHOTO. It is almost entirely encircled by roads and can
be crossed in several piaces.
OKINAWA is nearly 69 miles long and its width varies from 2.3
to 18,4 miles. The southwestern and ﬁorthéastern portions of the
Iéland differ pgreatly. The la@ter area is mbuntainous and wooded,

rising steeply from the sea, with few inhabitants and very little

‘cultivated land., The southwestern area is populous and consists

of hills, valléys and plateaus thot are higﬁly cultivated except for
sparse growths of trees. - Short streams are numerous. There are many
small sections in ﬁhis part of the Islénd where landing fieids could
he constructed aftervconsiderable grading, - In‘l9h5, however, there

7

was only one commerciml airfield on the Island at NAHA. The high-

est poihts on OKINAWA are in thenorthern part of the Island, where

some elevations exceed 1500 feet and in seneral are above 1000 feet,
Highest elevations in the southern part of the Island do not exceed

500 fect,
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The coasts bf OKINAWA are very irregular with many bays ahd in-

lets becoming ¢hoked with growing reefsi Those in thic horth, north-

eastern and southHeastern areas of the Island are the only sections:

whose coasts arc comparatively free of coral., The first two sections

are tco steep to be effective landing areas. The southern, south-
castern, southwestern and central west coasts are of moderate height .

and have considerable lowlands at the seashore., Banyan, Betel Nut,

- Yalm and other tropical trees grow along the southern coast. Hedges

of large Cacti are found and these make the passage of troops dif-
ficult, Low hills lie behind the shore a short distance and dominate
the beaches of theée coésts. The northern end of tle Island is hizgh
with a Live Oak and Pine forest growing on the hilltops, & nafrmn
shingle beach fringes tbe coast., The northeastern and northwestern’

coasts are steen and almost barren,

General_Situation

'The initial landings on D-Day, April 1, 1945, and sﬁbsequent
attacks were‘carried out by the Northern Landing Force consisting of
the III imphikicus Corps containing the 1st and 6th Marine Divisions
and the Southern Landing Force consisting of the XXIV Co¥ps Wiﬁﬁ the
7th and 96th Infantry Divisions. The 2d Marine Divisiqn and the 77th
Infantry Division remained in floating reserve (Map.gg). |

The landings were made with the two Corps abreast, each Corps

with two diviisions abreast and each division with two regiments
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abreast, The intericr division of each dorps advahced acrogs the
Island from.the HAGUSHI Landing Beaches to the dast shote, severing

. \. . r
the Island dgainst little oppositioh. The exterior divisions in each

Corps turned to the outer flank, swung north and south respectively,

and the battle for OKINAWA was joined.

Northern OKINAWA

The task organization of the Northern Landing Force consisted
of the III imphibious Corps with the 1lst and 6th Marine Divisions,
the attachments to those Divisions and the Corps Troops. (Map 24)-.

1st Mqrine Nivisions In the assault landings, the 1st Marine

Division was on the right and accomplished its mission of severing
the Island in its zonc_by April 4, 1945. The Divisicn then occupied .
static positions as reserve for the III ﬁmphibious Corps until

it was attached to the XXIV Corps on April 29, l?h5,7

6th Marine D;ﬁisibn. The 6th Marine Division landed’oﬁ the III
amphibious Corps' left a@reast of the 1st Marine Division., The 6th
Merine Division moved to the northeast and then up the northern part
of the Islanﬁ with the mission of seiziné and securing the northern

half of,OKINAWA; The 6th advanced rapidly and at the end of four

weeks had completed the occupation of all the northern portion of the

Island,

- 27th_Infantry Division. On May 1, 1945, the 27th Infantry Divi-

sion, with a sccurity mission, relieved the 6th Marine Division which
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ATanks were. normally emaloved in platoon-size grouos or smaller.

then prepared to move south to join the battle for southern

OKINAWA o

Tanks in httion

ist Mérine.Tank‘Battalion, The 1st Tank Battalion (Marine),
organic to the 1st.Marine Division, landed with and supported the
Division's attack to the east coast. In the éecond week of April,
the 1st Marine Tank Battalion was employed in reconnoitering'all road
nets in the Division zone,

6th Marine Tank'Battalion. During the operations of the 6th

Marine Division, the 6th Marine Tank Battalion gave close support

to the foot elements of the DlVlSlon by tank-lnfantry actlon, flrlng

on pillboxes, caves and other enemy ﬁositions in small unit actions.

Southern OKINA\ Vi

The XXIV Cdrps, on April 1 ~l9h5, m;de assault landings on
OKIN:¥Ai's HAGUSHI Beaches on the Unlted States Tenth Army's right
flank, rushlng inland, the Corps ?wung sruth with the mission of
seizing ang securing southern OKINAWA'(Map 25) .

. Task organization of the XXIVECorps included the Corps Troops,

and the 7th and 96th Infantry Divisions with their respective attach-~

nments. The 7th Infantry Division was the interior division and the

.96th was on the Corps right flank,., . On uprll 9, l9b5, the 27th

Infaptrv D1v1s1on was attached to the Corps and on Aprll 27, 1945,

the 77th Infantry Division was also attached.
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Zth Infanbiy Division, This Division took part in the initial

.aésault 1éhdihgs on OKINAWA with the mission of pushing through to
tlz eoast coast on the left of the XXIV Corps. After achieving this
mission, the Division turned south and sti;l on the Corps left,
began its advance to seize and secure that portion of southern.’
OKINAYA in its zone. The'advance continued to the south until it
was stepred at the MACHINATQ-KAKAZU Line, After a period or
reorgénization, the 7th participated in a Corps coordinated attack
that carried the Division to the SHURI LINE. On May 10, 1945, the
" Division was relicved by the‘96th Infantry Division and the 7th Di-
“vision reverted to Corps reserve until May 22d; On that Aafe;
the Division was recammiﬁtedjto exploit a éap created on the 96th
E?yisiop's 1ef§‘§1ank;ati§b9 easthp@_of_the SHURI LINE, The 7th_.
Division was then‘able to continue the advance to the scuthern
tip of OKINAVA along the east coast.lo‘ (Map 26).

96th Infantry Division. This Division particpated in the as-

sault landings on OKINAVIA 5{1 the right of the_; XXIV .Corps . The
Division moved inland generally to the center of the Island with two
regiments abreast., Vheeling to the sputh, the Division took up,

- positions with its right flank on the west coast and attacked to the
south as the right flank of thQZXXIV Corps. The advance continued
until it was halted at .the MACHINATO-KAKAZU LINE on April Ltﬁ.
'Meanwhile; elements of the-7tﬁ Division moved iﬂtblﬁoSitions on the
left of the 96th, On April 15th, the 27th Nivision relieved éiementS'
of the. 96th on.the riéht and the 96th became the Corps interior
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SHURI area, the 96th had pinched out the 77th and by so doing,

Division, As the interior Division, it participated in the ;ttack
to thé south in the center of the Corps.ione.

On May i,‘l9h5, the IIT Amphibious Corps Was gi¥en the right
half of the XXIV Corps zons relieving the 27th Divisicn in its zone
with %he is£ Marine Division., With its sector now narrowed to the
left half of the Island, the XXIV Corps reliéved the 96th Division
%y committing the 77th Infaz{try Division in the 96th's zones The
7th remaine? committed in place.

The 96th reverted to Corps reserve until May 10th when it was

sent to relieve the 7th in the SHURI LINE,

The 96th took up the attack on the SHURI LINE on May 10th.

On May 224, after having fought against bitter resistance in the

had created a gap on its left. The 7th Division was now sent in to
fili the gap created in‘the.area between the 96th's left flanknand
the east ccast, |
The 96th continued the attack to the south-eastern tip of the
Island on the right flank of the Corps until the Island was declared
11

Secure.

27thvlpfantry Division.. By nightfall of April 15th, the 27th .

Infantry Division had completed relief of elements of the 96th
Infantry Division on the Corps' right flank,.

Prior to this,,the_Division had been afloat having been assigned
the mission of sarrisoning the Island of OKINAYA,. One regimental
éombat tean hgd been sent to IE SHII%: in preparation for landing on
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TSUGEN SHIMA in the EASTERN ISLAMIS{ One Battalion anhd elements
of the 708th Axﬂp:hi:bious Tank Battalion finally made the assault
and Aeffectec‘; the seizure of TSUGEN SHIlMA. '
leanwhile, the ‘developments of the battle for OKINAWA had

indicated the needv for the 27th Infantry Division in the line.
ficcordingly, the Division was given the mission of relieving elements
of the 96£h and assuming responsibility for the right flank of the
YXIV Corps.,.

| Upon completion of thé. indicated relief, the Division launched
its attack to the south against the MACHINATO-K/KAZU LINE., The bulk
of the action initiated Dy thé é?th occurred in this .area. This was
rredoninantly infantry action in extrémely difficult terrain, The
fighting centere‘ arounr‘ the ”efluctlon of well-ﬂrgqnlzed series of

Japanese ;:-osit@ns in successive and "lwolnln;* hills, pockets and
ridges, ‘I‘heA 27th maintaine its attack pushing eve\ntually as far

south as the towns of YAFUSU and NAKAMAi., The fighting continued

until May 1 when the Divisich was rellevef‘ by the lst Marlne Division, |
On May 24, the 27th began its move to the northcrn end of OKINI;.:‘B;
where it entered on the mission of garrlsonlng that area of the

Iéland.13 A

'7'7th Ini‘antrv ’hva.s:xon. The 77th Infantry Division, having

completed its oyeratlons on IE SHIMA, was. promptly landed on OKINAWA
and given the mission of relieving the 96th ')1v1s1on on April- 30, 1945,
assuming res*nuns:l.blllty for the right flank of the XXIV Corpslwas
now ;*cnerally on a2 line blsectlnc the 1sland of OKINA‘IA On this
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isolated pockets of enemy held out., The Division was called upon

dete, the III Amphibious Corps tock over the right of the Island with
the 1st Mariﬁe Division in the line.

The 77th Division proceeded to at£ack gouth with its major action
along the EseaﬁpMEﬁt ieadiﬁg to the SHURI LINE. The Division fought
cont inuously to reduce the Escarpment and then participated in the
attack and reducﬁion of the SHURI LINE, the enemy's main battle
position., The action was begun on May lst and the 77th was employed
as a Division ﬁntil it wa pinched out by 'the ééth and 1st Harine
Di&isions just south of the SHURI LINE. Thereafter, the 77th followed
the 96th in mopping~up operations to the southern and southeastern
end 'o'f the Island. ;

'Even_though the Islancd was now overrun by our troops, small

from time to time, to provide units to eliminate these enemy pockets.,'
On June 25th, OKINAWA was declared secure and the 77th Infantry
Division made preparations to move to the PHILIPPINE ISLaNDS to train

13

and equip for the invasion of JAPAN,
\

1st and 6th Marine Divisions. #4s a result of the stubborn op-
position confronting the XXIV Corps in southern OKiNﬁWA, on ay 1,

the III Amphibious Corps with its lst Marine Division, took over the

" right flank of the XXIV Corps, relieving the 27ﬁh Infantry Division

in the lines with the lst Marine Division,.
By May 10th, thebth Marine Division had been committed on the .

right of the 1st Marine Division,
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Both Marine Divisions, with their orgahid tank battalions, par-
ticipated in the United .States Tenth Army attack to the SHURI LINE, the

breaking of the line and the subsequent continuation of the attack

‘to the southern end of OKiNAWA. Throughout the action, the move was

made with the two Marine Divisions abreast, the 6th Marine Division

on the right,

Tanks in Action

776th imphibious Tank Battalion, .This Battalion, initially

attached to the 7th Infantry Divisioh, supported the Division in its
move to the beaches as leadihg elements in the assault. On the beaches,
the Battalion suppérted.the infantry by indirect fire untilvApril Tthe

after this date, the tanks continued to support the Division by direct

© fire and indirect firc support and reinforced the Division's artillery---- - -

fires.

On 4pril 15th, Company D of the 776th was attached to the 96th
Infantry Division and given the mission of outposting the Field Hos-
pital supporting that Division. Company D returned to battalion con-
trol on lay lith, On May 10th, the Battalién, lcss Companies 4 and
D, passed to operational control of the 96th'furnishing‘artillery

support to elements of the Division.. Company & was used on a beach

security mission during this time. May 2lst saw the 776th, less

Companies A and D, rcattached to the 7th Division with the mission of

fire support.. Companies B and C of the 776th recmained with the 96th

‘ ‘ 1
reinforcing the fires of the 92lst Field Artillery Battalion, 4
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7ilﬁh:$ébk Baﬁtgligﬁl Thé 7li£h Tank Battalion wds attached ﬁc
tge 7th Infantry BiVision throughout its operations on OKINAWA.
THe 3attalion was employed in small ﬁnits,.generally of not greater
than platoon size in support of infantry elements. Tanks were used
to lead infantry in thec attack, support the infantry advance by fire,
as a resefve to exploit success or to break up counterattacks, and
to reinforce artiliery fircs, Tanks werc also used frequently to
transport supplics to isolated infantry units 2nd to evacuatc wounded
under difficult combat condifions.l5

One medium tank company was used as a unit on two successive
nights as a flank guard for elements of the Division,

One flamethrower tank company of the 713th Flamethrower Tank

Battalion was attached to the 711th Tank Battalion for a part of the

OKIN.W. "operation. These tanks-were particularly valuable for the

reduction of dug-in and forﬁified positions, caves'and pillboxes.
The flamethrower tgnks were closély supported by standard ténks

and foot troops for close-in protection as.they'attacked the enemy

pqsitions. Smar1l groups of from one to six tanks (flamethrower).

16

were gencerally used in any given operation,

780th_smphibious Tank Battalion. - The 780th supported the 96th

Infantry Division in its assault landings, After moking the landings
the Battalion pushed inland ZOQQ;yards subporting the infantry ad-
vance by fire, - It assisted in mopping up the beach area end in
beachheid defense, After the initial assault of the beaches, the

companics. took up the role of reinforcing the artillery fires of the

96th Infantry Division until 3 April, 7
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rect and indirect fire into enemy positions of all kinds.

763d,IankmBattaiion. ‘This Battalion supported the 96th Infantry

Division by attachment of companies to infantry regiments as required.

Employment of comparies was.gencrally as one platoon to a battalion
of ihfantry to give close support to the foot elements. Tanks were
used to lead the advance when the terrain allowed and to deliver di-
18

The Battalion remained in attachment to the 96th Division through-
out the OKINAWA operations.

Elements of the 713th Flamethrower Tank Battalion were attached

to the 763d Tank Battalion to assist in climinating enemy positions

., such as dug~in positions, caves and pillboxes, Aattachments were made

as requirecd from the 713th and were not continuous in the battle for

OKIN..VUL.

19338 Tank Battalion,” This Battalion was attached-to-the27th — - . —._

Infantry Division throughout its action on OKINA 4. The Battalion
operated with elements detacheﬁ to the infantry regimenfs and with
tank plotoons further detached to the infantry battalions as required.
ngerally, there was little unsupported tank action because of the
terrain which prevented the exploitation of the tanks' capabilities.
Tank§§%§re used mainly in groups of twos and threes to support the
infantry by direct fire on enemy cavcs.and positions,

The outstanding action of the Battalion concerned Company A
in support‘of the lst Battalion of the 105th Infantry. Company 4,
réinfopced to a stréngth of 30 vehicles including the Battalion's

assault guns and flamethrowing tanks from the 713th Flamethrower Tank
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Batﬁulion; maneuvered south along Route 5 in the §6th Division'é»
zoﬁei The Rbigférced Company passed through the cit between KAKAZY
T"INGE on the west and the NISHIBARU RIDGE on the east. Three tanks
were lost in this part- of the move because of road mishaps and mines
but»none from enemy fire. Moving through the cut, the Company missed
the trail leading to KAKAZU VILLAGE which was the cbjective. Con-
tinuing4sauth, the Company ran into heavy antitank fire and lost five
tanks. The Company Commander pushed on, however, and thinking he had
at last fognd the proper trail, swung to the wgst.> For over an.hour
this force roamed at will in this area in the first strictly armored

warfarc practiced thus far .in the small-island warfare of the.

- porric.t?

hfter knocking out several enemy positions and causing the Japs. = ...

He then retréced his steps to the north élang iloute 5, found the proper
frail of KiKiaZU and éttacked his objective. For three an? one-half
hours thé tanks occupied the.Village, moving up ani downv£he Stregts
blasting'everything in sight while waiting for the infantry to come
over the KAK%ZU RIDGE and join them.. In this'absolutcly unéupported
taﬁk éction, the village of K.KAZU was @estroyed anélthe remnants.of
the Jaﬁanose forces‘Were either killed or‘fled. of the 30 vehicles
originally making up t is mobile task force, 22 were lost in the ac-
tion.. Eight vehiciés ohly'we£e able to return to.tpeir initial posi-
tions when 50 oriered, Eventually, all but five were salvaged, but

the action had been.costly..

201.



‘.) - The Comp;iny had bheen forced to 1ﬁ;ithcii~aw because tﬁe lst Battaiioh
of the 105th Had becn unable to carry out the attaek over the Ridgegzo

. Throughout the rcmainder of the .27th Divisioﬂ's operations gn '
OKINA"A, the 1934 provided close fire support to .the infantry elements,

Letion was concluder for this Battalion on May 1st.

706th.Tank Battalions “~rmored support was given to the 77th
Infantry Division by thc 706th Tank Battalion throughout the bKINAWA
operations., Companies of the Battalion were attached to fhe infantry
regiments and plétoonﬁ were further attached to the infantry battalions.
Therc was no concerted tank action effected by t?o Battalion.  The
nature of the infantry action Qas such that it was impossible to em;
ploy tanks other than in platoons or groups of from one to three tanks,
Tanks»wore used brimarily_to support infantry by direct fire where
vﬂones two-, or three’ténks would accomnany the infantry tovééf;s-;f“_
othgr cnemy positions and cover the infantry advance by direct fire
on the eﬁcmy positionsa2

. 708th Amphibious Tank Battalion, The 708th Amphibious Tank Bat-

talion was attached to the 6th Harine Division on May 30, 1945 and
romained in atbachment' wntil June 23, 1945. The Battalion mission
;. ) ddring this period was to provide beach defense in the assigned areas
of thé<right flank of the.Divisioh's zone of action and to occupy

and defend theiNAHA_AIRFIELD ageinst a possible enemy airborne attack.22

FLNERTE T

(tep 27) ..

On June 3, 1945, two nlatoons of Cdmpany'D of the 708th were

:
3
?3
!
3
'
.
3

used to transport elements of the 6th Leconnaissance Company to the
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CJune 23, 19456 - - - -

island of ONO YAMA,- Following the landing on ONO, two tanks were
used to move across the bridge from NAHA providing ¢tver from machine
gun fire coming from the OROKU PENTNSULA . (Map 27). .

1st and 6th iHarine Tank Battalion.. The lst and 6th Marine Tank

Battalions, organic to the.lst and 6th Marine Divisions respectively,
gave close and continuous support to the infantrj elements of their
Divisions.“The tanks, as in army units, were employed in small units
numbering from single tanks to platoons. These tanks were employed
in both direct-and indirect fire support against enemy positions of
all kinds. The tanks either led or followed the infantry as the
terrain permitted.

1 - 3 . . s . . . @
The Marine Divisions with their tank units were used throughout

the operation oh OKINAVA until the Island was declared secure on
P

T

Summary
The assault landings were made and the subsequent battle for_
OKINAWA was fought'by the United States Tenth Army. Tenth Army/
conﬁained the III Amphibious Corps and the XXIV Cprps. Divisions

participating in this action included the 1lst and 6th Marine Divisions,

-and the 7th, 27th, 77th, and 96th Infantry Divisions, -Armored support

was provided these Divisions by the 776th, 708th and 780th Amphibious

Tank Battalions; tﬁe 193d, 706th, 711th, and 763d Tank Battaliohs;
the 713th Flémethrower Tank Battalion._:

The employmént‘of tanks was generally in small units of one to
five vehicleéz and these small éroups were gsed_in about every role
of which they were capable. The tanks were used to lead infantry in
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the advance, to accompany infantrf when the foot troofs prbVided the
close-in protection required by the tanks, and to follow infantry
giving the infantry close fire$support. Tanks were utiliged to
reinforce the fires of artillery units and to provide direct and

indirect fire support to the infantry., Tanks were further used in

* destroying enemy caves, pillboxes and dug-in positions as the

terrain and situation permitted.

Tanks were greatly limited in their employment by both the enemy
organization of several defensiVe lines and by the terrain. Terrain
wés by far the more liﬁiting f;ctor of thé two cited conditions that
existed, | |

The battle for OKINAWA was long and bitterly contested and one

of the most costly operations in the war with JAPAN, Predominantly

an infantry action, thc role of the tanks may be called minor but they

were, nevertheless, a valuable support and aid when-the terrain and

situation permitted their use,

SECTION Iv
IE SHIMA
Terrain
IE SHIMA, the‘iéland with which this section offghe report 1is

concernéd, lies sevefal miles northwest of NAGO VIAN aﬁd three miles
west of OKINAWA, It is about five miles long with a conical peak;
IEGUSUGU YAMA, near the eastern end of the Island; rising about 557
feet, The rest of the Island is a flat plateau with steep sides and

fringed with beaches,
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General Situstion

Following the ﬂdpuup of the K"RAI"a RETTO and the KEISE ISL:NDS,
higher.headquafters deemed it necessary to seize the island of IE
SHIi'a since the nIsland constituted a massive permanent aircraft’
carrier at the doorstep of JiPaN, It was necessary to seize the
Island and its airfields for our own use as well as to deny its use ‘
to the enemy,. - {ilap 28). -

Constituting a threat to operztions on OK TMATA byAvirtue of its
loCatioh,‘thu United Stutes Tenth Army designated the 77th Infantry
Nivision to.seize and secure IE. Xlements of the Division that Just
completed: the KERAMA and KEISE. operctions were reboated and on
mpril 14, 1945, were given their missions &nd were briefed for the

capture of IR,

-~----fiven though the evidence pointed torthéAeﬁééuation of the

- Island by the enemy, the Commending General of the 77th Division

and his staff regarded these reports with suspicion, Similar condi-
tions on other islands had provedvthe Japs to be masters at the

art of camouflage and deceptioh. It was believed that aﬁ least

2500 Japanese occupied the'Island of IE, Léter reports at the end
gf the @ction showed th;i the Iélanﬁ was held by approximately 5000

Jupanese soldiers and 1500 armed civilians. -

- 77th Ihfantry Division, The 306th RCT, landing on Beach Green

T=1l, moved swiftly inland with the lst and 2d Battalions abreast.

Miving in a northeasterly direction, it crossed the gently rising

,ﬂfound.td the southwest tip of the airfield. Seizing the airfield,

[~
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the Regimental Combet Team continued to the east to a position about
"00 yards northwest of the pinnacle of IBGUSUGU Yaii, The 3d Bat-
ﬁalion of the 306th BCT landed ip rear of the 1lst and 2d Battalions,
echeloned to the left rear and swept around the western and north-
western end of B, Its job consisted of mopping yp §mail groups of
isolated enemy and cleéning out caves, pillboxes aﬁd mechine gun
positions., From this left rear position, the 3d Battalion moved on
fo the left of the 1lst and 2d.Battalions. The regiment then proceeded
to draw a curving liné around IEGUSUGU YAMA frqm the western side and
“around the nérthern side at a distance of about SOO.yards,from the
base of thé ilountaine Holding this line until April 20th, the 306th
launched a coordinated attack.against the mountain,sﬁronghcld that
lasted.until noon of the 21st. At that time, ail the enemy nbrth

_.of an east-west liney drawn through the peak, had'beeh>fédaéed; N
The Regiment then assisted in mopping-up the scatfered enemy troops
on the south side of the Npuntain ahd_in other parts of the Island.

The 1st Battalion of the 305th RCT landed op “3each Red T-2

and promptly mnoved inlanﬁ about 400 yafds. The Battalicn then sﬁung
éaét and advanced to the town of IBE.. The 3d Battalion of this RCT
landed on Beach Red T-1 and advancea baréllel to the lst Battalion

i to the first phase iine 800 ?ards west of IE TO'N and on-line'with‘

_ the 1st Battalion. 4t 1300, April 17th, grobps of the 307th RCT
paséed t hrough the.léf Battalion qf the 305th RCT-and‘took‘up the

i L | advance in that Battalion's zone, The lst Battalion of'the 355th .

then reverted to Regimental reserve,

é
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The 34 Battclion of tie 305th TiCT continued the advance to Ii
TOVH where it esteblished anc held positions on the outskirts of the-
Town, The 2d Battalion of the 307th p@ssed tﬁrough and attacked‘
eastwgrd against the town proper, DuringAthis attack, it was sup=
ported by the 3d Battalion of the 305th. The 1st Battalioh of tﬁe
305th then attacked alohg the right flank of the 307th with ‘the
mission of protecting the Division's main effort ageinst attock from
the southeast., A&t this time, the Battalion came under the control
of the 307th RCT.

The 3d Battalion of the 305th then moved through IE TCOWN
and attacked to the ecast acting as the contact unit between the
Division's flanking regiments. This advanced continued to pbsitions
chout 3C0 yérds from the bise of ILGUSUGU Y:iMA, d

- On April 21st, the elements of the.305£h, witﬁ the'307th,’

launched 'a cocrdinated attack agzinst the southern slopes of.
IEGUSUGU, By nocon, Lhe 305th had been pinched out by the joiﬁing of
the 306th and the 307th.

The 307th RCT landed on Beaches Red T-3 gnd T-l, on April 17,
1945 advancing to IE TOM and passing through the>}st Battalion of
the 305th in the outskirts of the Town, The attack,.supported by

the 305th, was pressed toward IEGUSUGU YATA through the town and

against the mountain slopes,

Continuing the attack, the 307th swung around until it faced

the southern slopes of the Hountain, On April 21st, the 307th launched

a coordinuated attack against the southern slopes of the Mountain and

. by noon had established contact with the BOéth coming over the Mountain
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' from the north. The 3d Battalion of the 305th was pinched out in

23
this operations

Tanks_in Action

Dubing the IE SHI': operation, the 77th Infantry Division was
supported by the 708th Amphibious Tank Battalion and the 706th
Tank Battalion, both attached. The 708th supportéd assault and ground

action while the 706th supported ground action only.

708th Amphibious Tank Battalion. The 708th amphibious Tank -

Battalion took pert in landings on Beaches Red T=1, T-2, T-3, T-i,
and Green T-1, Company £ landed on Beach Red T-2, B landed on
Beach Red T-1, and C and D landed on Green T-l.zh

Company & in its landings on T-2, supported the 1lst Battalion

-~ Of the 305th-RCT with diréet Tire neutralising hostile machine gun
positions, pillboxes and caves.f The Company then moved in line
formetion preceding the infantry and using their 75-mm howitgzers
to eliminate enemy positions. The tank advance was halﬁed by a
series of strong points in 2 ravine ﬁhich extended across fLe entire
Company front. The tanks end infantry workingbas a2 team were able
to reduce the strong points but the revine still could not be crossed
by the tanké. At this timé, the Company waé withdravn to its LST's,

On the 17th of hpril,.Company L again made a laﬁding this time
on Beach fied T-4. No firing was done hecause troops of the 305th
“were under the gﬁns'and the beach was so heévily mihed, the Cémpany

could not be employed. . This concluded Company A's action on IE SHIIA,
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Company B of the 708th 1:nde? on Beach Zed T-1, Aplll 16th
using 211 weapons durln“ the approach o the Beach to Sutport the
iandings of the 305th. L wedse foﬁnution wad used rith two platoons
while the 3d Platoon moved slightly to the center rear and in re-
servei  Roush terrain and mined arces prev<nb d the employment of
the Comnény »fter reaching the Beach,

Coipony B made another landing on april 17th on Beach Hed T-3
supporting the 3d Battalion of the 307th RCT, 4 line formation was
used in the approach to the Beach viith the lst °lctoon in the center
_the 2d Platoon on the left and the 3d Platoon on the right. The
Company wes unable to use its firepover and could not be employed
because of troops in thé area 2nd because of the heavy mining in
and around the Beach.

On the 16th.of -hpril, Companics C and D of'bhé”708th:procééded

LOCO yards to Beach Green T-l in support of landings made by the 306th

RCT. Compeny C supportced the lst Battalion of the 306th of the left

helf of the Beach and- Comokny n suuoort“c the 2d Battoalion of the
30 06th on th- »irht half of the Beach. Landings werc further supnorted
by naval rocket ané gun fire.

Compony C moved of7 the Beach inland with the lst Battalion
of the 306th, but, hecousce of newvily mined areas, followed the
infentry supporting them by direct fire, The Company moved

behind the infantry to the airfie ld where it was uscd to reinforce

the pocrimeter defenses of the infantry, Remnining there vntil the
18th, Comoany C supported the infontrs in'its eastward attock by

dirocet fire on cnemy positions, . Numerous mines slowed the tanks on

.
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the 18th to such an extent that the Company was releaseds No further
employment of Company C ensued during oper-tions on the Island.,
Company D of the 708th nmphlblous Tank Battalion supported the
20 Battalion in its attack to and scross the airfield, MMined arcas
precluded the further use of tanks after the iSth of april when the
Company was reloasced with no further action on IE SHIMA.

706th Tenk Battalion. On April 18th, the 706th Tank Battalion

beran landing portions of its Battalion Staff, and Companies & and

C with t heir attachments from Headguarters and Service Company.

On the 19th of april, Companies B and D, with elements of Headcuarters
and Service Compony, were landed. _

On the 18th, Co@pany A was etbteched to the 307th RCT. On the
19th, Compiny C was sttoched to the 307th RCT, On the 19th, Company
D was atbached to the 306th RCT and on the 20th, Compeny B was at-
tached to the 306th RCT

Throughout the operation on IR SAILHA, the tanks were employed

in direct fire support of the infantry gencrally by attaching one

platoon to an infantry bettalion. The mobility and firepower of ‘the

tanks were used to reduce enemy fortifications of 21l kinds that

TS

held up the infhntry's advance. Direct f{ire was employed against
caves, pillboxes and machine gun positiohs.

Operstions on IE SHIW for the 706th Tank Battolion were con-
cluded on april 234 and the clqmcptsvof'thc Battolion were relifﬁed

Lpril 24th for movement to OKINAWA,
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APFENDIY 1

ISLANDS ON ¥HICH T.NKS nin wor S .CTION

aLEUTIAN ISLLNNS, :Leus » CaNTON, S:1°0., ELLICE ISL.NDS.

HaWaIIal IST. . 0D5 s T AKE, MIDWAY » GULGL, PHILIPPINES less
LUZON.

FLORIDA, S.V0, CHOISEUL s N7 GEORGI.., VELLA LAVELLA,
EUNTL:, REIDOVL, KOLO: BuNGARA, PURUAT.., BUKA s GRIEN,
HUSSAU, EHIRLU, RUSSEL ISLalD3, T 5URY ISLANMS,

» OODLARK, TROBIANO, GOODENOUGH, FERGUSSUN, NOR! LBY,
LOPE ISLai™, &DVIRALTISS, UWBOT NI IRGLAM, BLK,
“LKDIE, NORTFOOR, HMOROTLI. : |

HLJURD, WOTJE.
20T:, MNTLGASSE,

TUK, NGULU, ULITHI, YiP, BABGLTHUAP, NGRAGONG, Cali34,
NG4BAD, .
» PallaON, PsCLJAN, POiO, PONSON,
SBuTE, MLAINDUQUE, CaTiNNUANES, .
CIDOR, PaLial, BALa3iC, SLNGA-SINCA,
", CALLMIZIO, SULU ~RCFIPELAGO,

SLVAR, JOHOL, JILIRLY,
CaLilTall (90UP, GO
BaSIL.H, T TNNORO, GR

VOLCANO ISL:FDS less TO JIVE, 30NTF - ISLaDS.

ANATE, TKB, H9aNZA, YAVANTKA,
SSOKO, IHEY. ISL.DS,

KB, TONAKT, aGUNI, /XA
YLGaCHI, KQUAT, FINFA,
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