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1HE BATTLE OF BAPFY VALLEY

mmm«wmwmwmmw
snapped ke an ongry cap pistol. This frightful englne of destrao-
MMMM&MnmwM‘MWw
mmamww‘ From the pertial dofilede of thodr
mszmmamﬁmmwmam&,mwmm
ammmammwmmmmmmm
of Hark IV Spectals. wmmmwmm

m&mm,mmmawmmmm.
Mmqummmmmmmm.m

lotamaly commenced closing the 10 yard gap between himself and the

245t tank, tat oepdng his thickor, sloping frontal plates turned
mmmmﬂemmmmmmﬁnm
m(mmmmm)mmamm Ben Turpin
mtxmwawm@. Wﬂdmm
mmm«mrmmmmmmam,
ehot 41 a tiled bath fran the berd plotes of the Mark IV, The Cerman
MWMaMM In s Dreusy of desper-
ation ond fading faith in their highly-tonted weapcn, the I3 erew

puzped oave than eighteen romds ot the Jerry tenk while It came ine
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Wmmwmmmumwmmm
magm@. mmmwm&«mmmmm
Just ea affectiva, |
WMW&&MWMMnmm

Mmmwwmwmwmm
mmmmmmmmmmw
shot was cnly an accidental discharge, the Hark IV cotimed to closs.
For & Yong mooent it lodkod a8 though he intended to use his gin tado
wmmwmmmwmmmwa

into the corner pocient, d&h a ¥114e Hoppdo tires cushior

MawmmmmmeMamm
canpletely dostroying the alight defflads sdvantage of the Amsricon
tank now soms thirty yords swaye

During the short timo interval consued by these developmenta,
the 1B comunder took an estimete of the altuation, held a staff
conference with Hmelf and doclded that. he was in a predicanect
knom to the trads as "altastion doubtful.® A rapld retrograds moves
ment to an altermats firing positicn wss in order.

The driver, half buried in I7m Lrese was unoble to receive the
commnderts foot. and tos signals. So the eomunler croached benind
him and opeaking into his ear orderet hin to back out with a1l pos-
mm,mwmwmmmmm The driverts




mmmmmwvmmmzm The tank

umanpmmmmmmammm
Wu%ﬁmmmm mmammw
mewwmmwmmmm
"olay plgeon ¥3." .

¥

: MWM@MMWMWum

ummmwmmwwmmaam%
doors and 1terally caved in the front of the B, With lte drtver

The camandar of tils 1ttle tank that had besn hit, wes aleo
gn fire acoslerated his progress toverd the wadd he hed just loft in
Ws tank. Safely in the ditch his thozghts were on two thingss how
loag would 4t be bafore the Gormon taks ewept past him and fintshed
him off and how mas tho loss of faith in thelr chisf weapon, the I7m
Seannon®, mmmmwmmmwmm
m,mmmv mwm&mmmmm
in the aind of that gring, bloody, and frustrsted lisutenant I can
attest, for I wee the lieutenant. . |

o 13ttle tank (nos "apat®) which has featared thus far in our




m,mmmeﬁaba%ﬂm. mmmmcwuanm |
mnmmtotmmmmwmmw
in Yorld Fer II, xmm«ummzwmma:mm

which oceurred on Thankagiving Day, 26 Hovechar 192, and related
evonts, we shzll hear nore, This tise we ehall try for a slightly
vroador penorama then 1s to be had through the gsmer's scope of coe
mm&mamwwawmzmmm
mmmwmmmmwwaw
United States Regiment of Dragocns, the Flrst Cavalry Regiment

and finaly the First Armarod Boplacote Bvery trooper kusw that the

 Boglennt had been organized to fight in tho Hlocks Howk Idian Yars and

that thesr ssbers hod hucied and thawst in mractically every nstional
froous since that dste, Froa its proud standard streaned (1) betile
honoe ribbons, more than any other reginmnt in the United States Arcyye
mmnwm&mmmm—
horited such splendid traditims as the ons 1ight and tao mediwn bate
talions of the Mret irmcred Regizment. That the Regiment was & superior
mummmmmnmmmmmmw
amwzu&wafmzmwwmmmmmaw&s
wmmmmmmmmmx@mmmm,

 Fentacky, Test Virminia, and Tennseoos hod trained and woriked togsther




fwmam.’ Mmjﬁw&ﬂmammmmum
mmmmwwwmmmm 'n:emn»
mmmmwmmawmmmwm
© Although Yorld War II effected varicus modification:
mamwwmmammm-
W&mmm&mmmmklﬁzm&m
uriting (199, The modifications were madnly ia the $eld of clocar
 cooperation between aseaulting teris and infantry stdch was trought
mwmnmuwaawmmwa&aamm
_mewmmmmmmm

subsequeut, £a11 of Rans oo & Juse ke am,tz»«m-smes

 soaking out. and destroying the eney's armor wes appormost in om
Muﬂhw* MWM&WMMWWW
innh. m.mmwmmmmam
mmum,mwmmm.mwmmﬂmxm

eneoy®s resr,
| mmm&wmmmmmmm
mwmmmmmamzm. The
light tariers amocted, and umally got, mMosions of equal respmets
bility with the modlom bottalioes, I do not mesn to ixply that the
 division and unit comasnders considered the 1ight bettalions s having
wmﬂnmmmmmmmmmwm




1y armed with & sosll gun, but tank units nonatholess,
‘vmm&mmwwWwan%m
Wzymwmwmm wwmwm
work, mamm,w el o
&mmammm-mﬁgmmmcMMa
© weapone mwmmmaéamemwmm
Mwnmwaam:.m:smm mmm
wan furthered by the nasrly vertically bung driver's doove vhich gave

_'mhakawwxmmmmmmg The extromos

1y cracped, menually rotated tarrot porched en the forvard sdge of the
_\mwmmmwammmwmmmm
‘shelf of the hall clogets |
Hat the thing that caused the spectator the most slackesuwed
the turret, strangly suggesting the bUIl of a woodjecker. “Sarely,?
the comlooker mttersd to higoslf, "they didn’t baild thet mueh tank
merely to tote arcand that squirvel rifle?®
memmummmwmm
mmmmmmmumwwﬂ#
.&MMMWWme@WMW
ronped through with sase. mmmmmmw
visihility while battoned up. The driver peered through a narvow prdsn




had to rely oo tiny glassed poep holes in the so-celled "pistol ports®:
mmsmwmmmmmamww
ﬂghtmtank. m:mmmwmmmm

‘ mh,mmmmﬁwamsfwmmmmm
to the first action, Those proved of 15ttle valuo and it becass a
bettalion S0P for platoon lesders and all tank commenders to go ioto

bsttle with their overhoad hatch open in arder that platoon control
and tank movement could be accomplished, guided by the risky thrusting
of the head out of the hateh fof frecuant Mlookwsces®, %}ﬂz:meg
wsz o oause the doath of many irreplaceabls officers and nonecemdssione
mamm&wmmwmaammwm~
. sall arms while thoy wers leoding snd/or Cigting their mnite.

On hard ground the W3 Mght tack handled with esse, & was agilo
and fest. Its 250 HP continental 7 oylimder redial afrecooled engine
mawmanmmmanmww
vohicle, The 145 inch armor plating? (maxisun) was %o prove adequate

toese=bors" typs, and no more adequate against tank, mtitank, and
mmmmmt&mmmm
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L mmwmwmmmmmmmm~
Wmmmmmo .

2 mmzrmamw@mmwmm
menbors of tho orews
wm'mwmmwm,mmmmmma |
_m&amatWMW”
| Mww&mm,mmmm
wwwwawmmmnmwmh %o worked
1mmmmmmmwamm,m,
 geakotegoo and oiled eilk, MW%&WW@Q%&»
'mmwmmmmmwwmmﬁm.
wo boarded the tires ariginsl tank landing ships of this war.} Those
mmmm.'ﬂmm_mﬁwﬁm Zoyal Bavy,
were convayod by an escort of five srued traulers oo a twesty diy
vayage from the Pirth of Clyde to tho sssault landings at ORAN during
mmmma'nmlm‘ | |
i mmmammrxy&mt@mmmﬁmm
bevildered Vichy Prench forces ia and around ORMN, ALGERIA, from the
e1gith to the tonth of Rovesher 1942 has been almeot chliterated by
certaln quasi-official esbroidaries on the fabric of fact. Saffice to

-




cy that was exceptionsl for a firet

 Like any bady of troops thet experiences a dashing and not too
mﬂsﬂm.mmwmmmwzw This
bclta&mﬁmhdn&rammmuwuptmam That point,
m_mm.wﬁmmm,km,mwmmaw
'matummtmm&mmwmﬁm
ander 5 sob of conditSons stacked in the victar's favor, That is why
1 belleve the battalion comsnder, Lt. Col. Jobn K. Zators,® had in
. mind shes he nddresced the troops after the battls of Oran thaelyt
| wis a3 very wall against the scrub tean. Dext week we hib Gorman
troops. Do not alack off in anything, ihen we make a showing sgainst
Sheo you may congratuwlate yourselves."

The move scross Algeria to the raflbead at SO AHRAS, Tunisia o
ﬁmmmmialrmnadmmmtwwmwmanmof
mwmwmmmmmmmmewm

'mﬁmwmwmmmmmmm
Wmnmmmmmm@mwmhmw,
tunnols, and pasaes along the entire right~af-vay were well guarded by
French Calonial troops, happy t0.be back in the fight against the Axis.
The high level plan, of which car move wss 2 ansall part, was to beat
the Gernans to the cccupatdon of s mich of Tunisia as pumsitle and
hlock the main supply end evacustion route of Hommel's Afrils Korps




umahmwagdriwamwﬁmtm'a@hmmmm

mmmmzmmmamammm
h%@w@whtﬁmﬁm@mmawm}ﬁm
mander Uving or dead, madtion of the G2 plotare that filtered down
to car lovel mst be inclnded in the telling of thds tale. Intollie
gance had 1t that the Cersen Comsand, thrown into near pandc Yy our
mwwm,mmﬁngm,@mwm
~ from the ports of TUNIS and BIZIRTA, Further, the enly eneny armor in
‘Tandals conadsted of a fow obsolete Mark I and IT tasks and ths rest
of the forces to oppose us wore mads up entirely of a rapguity-bobble
of SOS troops armed with rifles ant 75m ncuntain guns.

The figure 10,000 proved to be correct, exsept thet they wers
coing ineegot leaving. mm,mtmw,mmwm
 Joinad by cur whoelsd vehicles which had travelled by road, we
marched north and east to BEJA. ¥o had becoms a part of the so-ealled
Elsde Porce of the British Fizst Arog. In tids force we wero drigaded
with & lancer regiment mounted in erusader and Valentine tanks under
ons Colanel R. G, Hall. s@,nmmmmma»

the catting edge of this Blade Fores,
,Eagw%m'msmmmvmﬁnmgm
gothared the battalien officers st the biveuse north of BSJ: to receiws
ordars from Lt. Cole Waters that would Wring us into contact wdth the
enery, mwmmaﬁnmmvmmwwem
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aatmmsmmmmm«mmwnmwfm

our guaners could punch their cne-way tickots to Valhalla,
.u.ca,&tafammm&mmmwwmm

mwsmmammwxmmmwm.;

%m&t&mmmemha "Sani_ind

ent. to either alde of CHOUIGYE

connscts the TINT RIVER VALLEY with the PLATH of TUNIS,

to vimalize the recheribved tarrein as the hide of a vast, gaunt, and

~ dissase with evary nip. How was this "infestation® to be accomplished?

The British commander left that eatirely to tho imnginnstion and daring
of our battalion commaler who had plenty of both, backed ap with

field soldior horse sonsss

Azmzmwtnmmwuxwmam
wammmmmmmmmamwmw

ammﬂm,mwmmmwmwmm. Supply

mmmm,wzzmmmmmm@mm

‘the vina. Our battalien supply camvoys created Wﬂmmg:z

ww,mmwmwamaaggm Post
adad-the cperating ronga of the battalion by elghty gallons of
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el per tanke Awmmmwwwumm
.m&mam&mmmmmawmmmam
Aside frou m"mmi mortar and esseult gun platoons, the
Dattalicd was to have: no artillery support. Ralammm
@nﬁmlymmaffair. me,wwmw,mm
not prosent. Alr support for the entire Army front (3£ it could be
Maw)mfmmwmm'mmmw,
andersivength squsdron of Reyal Cansdisn Air Force in Spitfires
trought forward mimus groand crews. Tue pllots armed end repsired
their own planes, filled in bosb craters 4n their whoat field and
mwmmwm,wmmmmmma@aw

melmtohm. mtﬁmm'%iwmdmmmmw

COVOTe

Sach wss our boclground as the First Battalion wound its m’y.
mbwwawmmmm. It was Pirst light
munm,wmmafmzs. ﬁemﬂwr&aﬁt&s&u&t
Mefgmm&mmrc&ngmww;:ema.

%eremmdmmmawmw‘admmm
flats of the TIN5 VALLIY s 1ittle north of the area later to become
known a8 "The ¥ouss Trap®. These eneuy planes, swe 30 bombers, hed
msmem,mmmmg«ma. o Spitfires engoped




wont down. & shoteap Spit glided in trying for a level la
mﬂmw«miﬂ;eml. o i
The TIWE VALLEY was the ner edge of the area w were to “infust”,
4 rangs of lam, bt preatpitous djsbels soperated this vallay fras
RO ’smémmmmﬁwmmwm
bills were cut by the three-mile CHOUIGUI PiS3, bossting o good hard
u.m&mmxwmmmtwmm(m;w)
| during the éntirety of cur *infustation® nission if we were to operate
mmmwamwm(wmmmmm).
.,_Mm,mmmmmmmmmmmma
mm?mwmmmm.
| eWmmwthma
tmzmmm,mawmmmmmm
of the Pasa,. z«mmmnmpmmuwonm&m
»_mmm'mm~MMWewmmez_a
the Pans, AW@W&_M%MM-WM&Wu
m.wm»f’ 'camammm:mm
wmnam (manuagmwommamwi uihling
along the road from Ysteur tomard the moath of the Fass, He andckly
led the battalion comzmnd tank sectiom ageinst tham and knocked them
ander Lt, DY Deckett had located a farshouse strongly held by the

L



enosy only & #zdle and & half north of oar pess on the Hateur rosds

Yajor Corl Siglin,? commen ng & Company, was ordered to try to
mwmfmﬁmﬂm»WMmﬁwmw
emvolved t.h&{. it m& interfere wit.h his prismry aission of hedding
mmarofmnmpms, %tm,mammuwmw-
'm%Whmtd,m%rMWmMmm,
actuslly a substantizl stone and plaster fort tuflt to-be dsfended
against marauding bands of Avab bandits who plundered this area before
the French had estsblished lew and arders The Carmhouse

1 of buildings connccted by & thick wall, the whole farming a

h:gmmet&mimsﬁdtarmm 4 high cactus aml temarack

mmawmxmﬁwmwmw*mmm@m
dmm&mmmm.
A&wammhmmmmmm,mm

Wg&hﬁem&ﬁmm‘vw. Thoreas this emall arms
&%mmwﬁeﬁmwwmhﬁmm},mmrm
walla, Hovever, cur fire lnto tho coctus bedge along the road did
Wﬁ&mufbmm@itmkmmm&mthm to couse the
greater tuzber of tholr shols to go wilda

" The 2 Tlatoon loot one tank and hed ancther disebled, the come
maw&mmsmm“mmmmmnwmmmmm.
The terraln avound the fort was s flst as & billlard teble and offercd
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mmmmmmwa mmtwsam
ﬁmtma&t&&smmtﬁs&&a&&,lwmmmw
the 1st Platoon -tlircugh the vineyards to the south of the form and
Fight up to the will. So dedng we ldlled & mmber af poteholueted
mmmawmmmmmumwmmazy
ussmupaaammammwmmm

("aup m*)pﬁnt—ua&agwmw Very effsctive fire from the
loopholes in the wall had by now knocied out every vision prisn in
mtm,wmm;wgmmm&mwozwmm
(our guly sight). U bore-cighted sevorcl rounds of 7m HE ot one
Mamwmw,rmmmmmaﬂwm‘
pavapet bohind, Hovever, st this time wo found thet the mm gun would

not ratarn to battery and decided not to use 1t again. Snatching
mWMMwwwm,Iwwwm
for another try when arders to return to the Pass cume over the radic,
wmm_m.mwwammmswmmmmmm
to the 37mm tube and other parts by amor-plarcing machine gun asnie
tion squirted at as at that form, mwtmrafmmij
tiles eabadded in (bat not pemetroting) the tank's plates gave it the
appearance of huving a three doy prowth of teard.

Prom selected positions tho hattalion Slmm mortar platoon and the
75m howitzer sssault sun platoon henmered away at the fartified farm
ddldings untdl it wes decided that the samunition expended was wasted.
Apide mlmemzwmefmemu;mmmaﬁm




This was tut the firet of mony tines when every man and officor
longed for the assistance of ths irreplaccable infantry snd the blese
gsod aupport of axrtillory, To take this strong point , & Compeny
would heve hod to disnoont some tamiwrs to scele the walls, and
whereas later in tho war our mon had to substitute for lscking
infantry or engineers on seversl oceasions, it was deemed cowise More,
A Company returned to the eastern mouth of CHOUIGUI PASS, still keepw
mammmmmmmmauwwfmm |

Suddenly shouts of Were they Couol® and *Take Coverl" reached
2y plstocn from coopeny meintenance section down the road from us.
,_#ce@am'staﬁesmﬂnmﬁm@dpoﬂumwwlﬂmgmw
_MthmitmmmM Acrose the road
vas 4 dowp dry gulch. Tho plans that had Just popped over the hills
mwmwmmmmﬁ The roar of the plane
mmumwamum@mmaé cobardment of dirt clods.
said oo ’ .

That, firet plane had tested us Tor air defunses, and the result
had@pamﬂysaﬁsﬂe&%@mmm&rmmma
mammtmmmmm. I noticed =ith a warn
glom of pride that all of the sowcslled antdaireraft 30 caliber
machine gine in oy platoon were mnned. The £lesh and Blood of A Cape
mmﬁmwwmwmmwmmmmm,mt
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mmm&m,}mtmm&mﬁxawﬁmmmt

| ?hismcwedvﬁawawmm&aﬁmammdb
mmmmmamm. memmxmzmmme
credls aounts were mede oo 1006%. Muithmﬂemm@m%a:
WMW&MWMMWQﬁm&W
_mﬁmwmmwmmm«mmmm
’mmmmmmmmmmmmaw
‘mﬁwmmm Maimuwnsmmd&wwﬁw
amsmmmmmwmm fuls solation
aammmammmammwmmmzm
Mﬂgcmldbomlum mmmmeth
Wuamm&mmw ?ﬁsaﬂy&asme
o mmah&wm»t?&h@km.égzm.wahw'wg

mwwmwmammwmmm
mmpmmtwm. wwmwmmw
o w2y at 500 fest. A Staka (JU27) »&m,u&mamzw

'mwmmmuammm
‘ammmmammgwm«mmmm |
mmmmmmn&mm&mm:&m

_‘ -lle




fron behind their holftreck. I got off sbout ten shots from &y cone
mmmm;m |

mmmmmmm@.@mmmmw
hadaﬁeﬁtteltfwmmhemmm. Oar trocors seased to

marely into his. prop os we gave hin a good lsed, ot over 100
feot, up, he shsorbed aboat one half a belt =ith no discernible offect.
ﬁmtﬂﬁmtﬁmmwa%ﬁ?mam&m I did a back
fl8p off of my tani hoping that the other gumner had done ikmwisns
Soeing 1t was sbsolutely foolhardy to mn theso guw, & arder the men
to take cover in or neor their tanks, If we had hed .50 caliber guns,
sdequately momted, w would have been bl to talk back, Only ono
. plane g0 fur seensd to bs in trouble fran our £ire and tids was prob-
ebly eaused by W o5 caldber on the company camcand halftruck: sannd
by lst Sgt. Heary Surowsiy.® -
Several of the backe they dumped en wers tho large, torpodo-lile cleven
pandred pounders, bt the cajority vere of the ono handred and ten

fie wore not new to air attack, having been bombed by the French and
mwmawm4m; Between raids I aoticod nono
of the intended panic the Germans wera trying to ereate. Hen iddded
mmmﬂmﬁgm}mmmmmmmmm

¢



a&dtm%hemw&wgwmmmmshaamwm?@
easeadmgdmiatoit. ’

%bmblaﬁedmebﬁ%ma&&ofamﬂhmﬂ&gwﬁs
wt&hﬂl&iﬂaa&&l&dwmﬁmﬁmﬁoﬁ‘m The erippled
W&w%ﬂt&&ku&ﬁm%m@&@ﬂﬂaapm
slope ond mercifully dispateted thems I will never forget the
insalence of cns Stuka pilot, the last plane in one of the ruids,
Instead of following his pack off over the hills, he put his craft.
into o sharp bank ond flow low and lelsurely beck over the area, tilt~
ing his wings for a better look ot us. He bogoggled head was plainly
visible, Ho waved his arn ot us in derfolon, Then his rear gunner
sprayed us as this satenie angol of death aped off for ancther loed of
borbs. | |

is suddenly as they had started, the succession of raids ceased,
The ectpany was recarkably luckgw-only oo men wes killed and o fow
slightly wonded. Although A Company had boen sitting ducks for sov-
to be so fortanate in the grin days ahoad.

mammawmm;@ﬁmm@mwam
was caly one san unsecounted far, He had been a crew mesber ol the
tani knocked out in the vineyard by the fortified form. This man,
woandod and unable $o craml ot under the graming machine gun fire, had
boen 1eft by Ms tank cccmender enly after be had threatened to K1l
, higmelf with his pdstol unleos left. The third platoon made an wnsuc-
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WMttwwmmw,mofmommm
_&nithmtmcompw Fm-zmmmmmmwm
.tearotmingmym.
mxwmwa\vwmm'mmlcmmzwmm
under him. Shen his offibers were unable to suggest any feasible plan
to retriove Smith, the major climhed fnto his peop saying "Itve got to
'mm.m»ummmmmemmmgwmmw
Withoat hesitation Sgte Swarts, the woundod man®s tank eommnder, ot

mwmasm. W%@@&ﬁmmmﬁeﬂm%ﬂ@toﬁ‘m

m,%mmwm'e@s&.
%a&@ha%mmb@n@wm-mmtﬁe

 sorgeant, apeed domn the road %o cortaln death. Snough Mght rematned

to enable the Garpens behind the farm malls to shoot accurately. Two
imwozmmmmmmrmmw
rising'hepc. From the white tracers, we judged at least three suns
nverging fire cn the rescus party. Bt then we saw pinkish
tracers, widely spaced, retaming, Sgt. Suarts was shooting backe
Tuoy-got back with the wounded mans Nono of them had been
seratehed. The peop resesbled & sieve, mwmmt,&%
punctared radiator was spurting stean, and the bumed-cut engine
gaeped anxi knocked. Cur compony commander wes now without a peep.
After dark the First Battelion, minus a seeurity detachment fron
BW&M&%F%;,-WW&&M%MW&

-0 -




mm@ummamcrmmﬁ ‘Thio place had boan
mmmmwwm.m%mmmm,mmvmwm
W«w«m&mm ?&m&twmlem
Mmmmmzmmmmmwm It did,
%W%WW&GWWMW&M
Wmmmmtmmmmsm)nmﬁwm
mmmwmmmmwmmwm
mmmmxmm. &mmmmmzwm
tohama&s?mwaﬁnm'dem Allouing the troops the
Wm,mmmmwwmﬁmm
I%Mwam&kmammm&mwﬁyof i1
by first lghte :

It wss in *rong Coordiinates Bivousc”, s it eame to be knosm,
‘that we learned ﬂfccnqaw'g p—yt : The reconnaisosance
WM”G'WWM&WMMW%EWW&Q
m&mﬁmmsmmwiﬁmummw

mnmammmu«wfwmmm
emmmmmm T&emmmomme&m'
ﬁawwmwmwmmmymspwt&w
overall battalion mission of ™nfesting® the area. ,

The action started as ¥ajor Mudolph Barlwu?® soved bis compsny
&W-mmﬁs‘ Halfwny tliroagh the pass, Lt, Hooker in tho lead
tank of the advanco guard met an enesy reconnaiseamte detschment
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in several Volkswagons and blasted them to bits withoat slowing down.
At the town of CHOUIGUI, imedistely over the pass, Jerry motercyels
troops and Volkswagons nro encountered in company strength. Com~ {
plete ézu'prha—aided ccompany‘s gum-érs mmmmm area with
with m vehicles and Mlﬂ em-pm

?rmkjw&rlm MM%MNM%W&%

35mhtoiumstigatotheh'idg!atthiam Lady Lok was riding with .

him, atmwmmm@ttmmnmmmumthem

‘andvipeditmt‘ ruungmmmzwmanwmumm

mtmmamtmhmmm,mmmsomeuw
gmsfwmrashemedmmml‘iwaﬁestotheeaatamm
mmmmmcﬂmm@:m&
m@mmmmnmmmmmm Koe&mr,st.m
t!waévammrdcmnder,hmu&edaridgeforal@mv&athy

ahead. memwmmmm&atmxpmﬁmtmmlm

dmonaeamnmpaem&ﬁzﬁparkedphmt

Hajwﬁarlwimtanﬂs!&mdamadtmmmmplatm
1n 1ine on either side of his cwn tank (Hooker®s platoon on the left
and Hanss on the right). Wehstertsl® Rlatoon followed closely as a
mandugve; No time to ponder the acadeulc question of keeping a
reserve, just get in there and hlast hell out éf those piaﬁe&. The
beautiful postic justice of the whole thing was that these were the
mpm_mtmma-cmwaomimwzy tids very
afternoon. |



v

' W m mw 0@%‘»8!‘, w ieield ,‘

. tanlwr sonld mew nalf of the pdlotfs haody

Light tonks in porfect keeping with the traditins of the old Pirst
Wﬂﬂﬂw@% Seldan, 3£ over, has coo lone tanis company enjoyed
mchahi@yglmefmdhm The plancs were fat gooss on &

‘ il ?ﬂﬁ. e tanks W ﬁm with m i, ridled then

anniet ~‘v and ot then aﬁ.m with 430 cnliber trocers,

enjoyad %h&m}.m in an wg.? of dastyuctic

; aﬁmmﬁ»m@ﬁ&ham
in bot purouit. One tan: coomander stotioncd his tani: st the end of
the rursiaz, siod pilot woald £ry to get his plane up, the
with o
charge of conntster end the plane would akid oresily sway to crash
and burn, |

ifter 11 of tho planes hed baan destrop pt two thet cannped
to take off) and all personnel that could Yo found were killed, the
ma&tmt&mmsg&mtmham,mm.m@mm.
and a1l otber supplics, o officisl count wes 36 planes, Stukse, JU-32s
am:z@mmm mmmmwmmmmm
wwnmmatmmmmmmm T&wm&s@tﬁm
Geroan adr smprecncy in the first phase of the Tunielsn sampaien
boen dealt a serfcas bl %me@mmmﬁﬁ
schiovement, However, slsost 3 yoar ma- Bajor Bariow uop awarded
mwxmm&mmmmm@xwwmmmﬁw

-



tive raid, _ .

- cCc@am‘avim, hough complete, mas not withoat its coste
' One tank dlssppoared conplotely, the fate of 4%s orew unknown. The
battalion also lost ons of :m finest and ableat platoon laadm,
1st Lt, Pud Hanes, Mmeewgeantwm. Theze men were

’ «.,‘_kmﬁwmmm&mmlpm &a&mgedzo

oscape, Aamsmwmmm, 15%81%&&!?%1%%
mm&mmwmmmmmamwmwmm
Mmmﬁm&,&tm&mk&tﬁmmmwtmm

- mmnwnmmmmmn

Had Lt. Cal. &mm&mmmmmﬁm
sbout the TINE VALLEY portsl of GIOVIGUL PASS that he was sotting the
mfwmﬁmmamdmmamwadm&ma
| mmzmm%nmmmmmammmm

Mwwmmww,mmsrmma
'memwmmmmgenﬁm haritack

Mamits,t&etrmmintkzefe&ﬂaaat}wgmm&'wmstm
Blade Foree reserve. mwmwm.mmotmz,

~

ameendtion, rakim&atmm uere reconstituted, mezpons sﬁcngﬁm A
were checked, all vehicles and installaticns were campuflaged, deep |

fmmsme&zg(mm‘mmmy), mammasasﬁmm
| @mm. “‘hhadmmfamy,maﬁnw,m}mairmmg
seny miles of unprotected road. |
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C Coxmany wes loft to plug tho sestern gate of the Pass fron tho
mwwm.'a,a,w_&.wm'mzmmmw
m,a%m_mwm 4 Company had 8o dubbed the TINE VALLEY
mm&mn&mmm
m. mmmwmmm@maﬁ&tm

mmmmmmtwnz. Conpeny were established ot

Jmph‘s?m,mt.woﬁlmm&d’theﬁ%enm.'éﬁw-
'mmmmmmwwammam-m
 thwee fourths of a pile scuth af the Pass gate, while B Company was
located ¢loss o the north side. . -
 counciled Hajor T4 Tuck!? aa he placed Ma platocns while daylight
revarse alops Qf-t saall ridge that paralleled the GHOUIGH PASS-MATHIN
on the rosd whdch lay 50 to 100 yards ssoy md at 8 lover elevation.
its garnlshed note .

wmmwmgmm,mm_
were seen that daye As they drani their concentrated tea and encimd
mmkmmmwmmmw
the base troops at ORME and ALGITRS would enjay tiat daye
}wmsmmmnmmmmmmuam
’“ o officer, and rysele




wore conversing with lst Sgt. Surocwsid at the command halftrsci.
memmgmmmmmmbymrmm.
Sarovsit sened quite escited, but Deck ant I could eee nothing to be
agitated about thromgh our old issus, World ¥ar I lowepowered bdnocu-
lars—in fact one cold alaost see botter with the naked eye. Spte
Wpam”mmmlmmmmﬁ(awd
0R4H) and oar eyes bugged in fascination, A leng coluzm of dust had
resched the walled form, Vaguely discernible in the billowing dust -
WWMWMaWWmam
mwmwmmwm mmm@mmm_
mt.hatmmﬂdmhm
movensat fn o area ond instantly bigh velocity shells cane screaning
in, mmamnammmmtammmmamw |
bofore the reports of the gun reached us even in tho acoustically near—
porfebt Africsn atmoephere, Mth Surowsiy's Mnocudere gluned to @
head, I guiped as realization downed that these were Oernman taniss,
Thay were the Pansericaftwaggon IV Spacial, mounting s long-barreled,
high=velocity 75zm rifle of o type uninomn to s,

Instantly Lt. Dack, the second in comand, ardered the platouns to
and msetts bags were toseod out and engines wore warmed ap. A1 man
of extrancous gear, the stuff s tank copany ascquires by scrounge or by

-2%-






mwmmzxmmnammwﬁmmwmmm
gtarted sending scroar baltsofsbeelat%mmmlt gans, The
ml&mamamam,mmmmmmmaw
hod had any of the HEAT (nigh explosive antitank) emmnition tiet wes
in érdtically short supply st the time, I anm certain iis stout-hearted
guoners would have killed thoss firat thres tanks.l |

&emmmmmw@mammwmm
back to St. Joseph's Parm, Tacker instantly throw amoke shells st the
mmmammwmsﬁm,mamor@w
- £uTe mmmwmmmaAmm@wm%mm

other than pogsibly mtehing their paint, the platoonts spunky

mewmmwawmmmwmmm.
w-w'sw,mmmmuamm
@ borrowed peeps Ho 1aid aut tho plae of batils in tho length of time
1tmmmmmmmﬁmma.mmmm %e
were to sttack the Garmn colum at aoos, dlosing dlagonally oo thedr
M&MMBW&S%M@_@W%MMM
For that abtack A Company mistered twelve of her mormal seventeon
tanks. It w2s a tribute to our mechenics thot we had cnly one loss due
to nechanica rmmmmma&ddﬁmmwam.
%mzammmwmm, withoot a transmitter amongst them.
zamﬂmivemmmtmmwammwmmmw

—%O




mmmmwmmm sluzn of thirteen Yaris IVs,
mmwwmmmﬁnmw@m&smm
Wmmmmmwmmwmwmm
%mmmmtmammtﬁmamef
direction or shift of firc, I can henostly sey I don't bulleve any

- 1fautonant ever comsonded a botter canbet plstocn then this ans.
Mmmmwzmmmmmxmmwm

. mm@mMMMIWuWWM&MmQ

| crsuling along severs) handred yurds on the flonk of the Jerryse Two
'msmﬁacmmmmmmmwmg"asmmso
‘fwmm &rwc&‘mﬂﬁam‘ ' burned, -
&ztwmmlw&~tamﬁmmmmg. A barning
tank io a fearsoms eight, a Stage prop from the bosels of hell hroaght
upw&mwmm&aﬁnia Indtlally they belch lonp esaring
me@mm.mmm. Az tho armmnition goos of¢

114e & Pommn candle. mmmwmmmmm
mmmmmmmmw@m @hon this inforno
mm_mmwumm&mmemzmﬁmm

tirao to burna for Soontywfour hours creating a dense em of blact:
amoio that can be seen for niles, .

» X -




A Company's flanking menoaver had been so swiftly exscated that
the Jerry tanks had scarcely moved from colusn formtion on the roade
Thay swang their long wicked rifles towsnd us and gave A Conpany thedr
undivided sttention, hile thsly engaged with A Conpany, B Company
mmmwmwmmm. |

@mm:mmmmwwmammmmw
<mmmam&mmﬁmmammmmm,
amwtammuawtam Bine of the thirtesn
Hark IVe would never move ageln under the Swastiln, German tanks were
mzmm,mmmmmmnymw
| A% this stags in the batile, encey trusks were sighted dismow
infastey Just. north of the fortified farn, The remaining tanks of
A Comparty wore joired by B Company amd together thay had & field day
agalnst this Germen infantry. The Jerrys that hed de=trucked hore vere
mmmmwwummw?mwwmog
"'ac@w m@mwmmﬁmmwmmww
msmammwmm

Durdng this pop~p stage the gallant and welleloved commnder of
iwsmwmwwwmmm
round that holed the tarret of *Irans Rorse®s -Guierroj his devoted

ani: sargoart trosght the mjor beck to St Josaph's Farme
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7ith teers strealdng the dust on his daric Apache Indian face, Sgt.
mmmwmm&mmmmwm
musmoutamd |
Wmmmw,mmm,mmnmm
awmmmnmmm, Pather Brocil?, aruised about in Doc's
‘Durdng my 100 mile anbulance rids buck to the British flald
1s] that had Just been bozbod out of 1ts bulldings st the part of
m,ama,mmaammmm fio one wao hurt. Coe of

_mmmmmmw m:mmwm So

could the British medieal arderly riding with the potients. The Jorry
' ‘ ' Bo lot 1t b known that: ve
sericans would 1ose the war becsase we built such poor tanks, fhen
I recinded hia of hia carrent statuo, ho cursed and shit wpe When we
mmm,mw 1 asked him why he wes laughing when Ms om
countrymen m@ns%ukﬂlh&m &WMMWMI
would dis first, thm,wntwmdmgmmam&a.
 The first Bpttallion did coedbot patrol duty for the famed First
with that great recocnaissance unit, the Dartyshire Yeamonry, By this
time Brigadier Gencrel Oliver, comending gensral of Combat Cormand B,

front.
-] -




- mnwzw,ammxwm,mwm
mmmm{m)mwmmmmmw-
wmmmmmwmmmmm,
which hod likewise had hesvy loasses. Oar battalion went to COB reserve.
| mmmw.mmwmmmmmmﬁm
The samnmmmm tids was more than a coincidence as 4t had
melmamammwammwbm
battle an Thunkefiving Daye

Soon thoreafter, the Firot Battalion entrained for ORW (during
the trip @ bosbing raid on tho train caased another train to rem tho

Maﬁ%%%%&ﬁma&@t&aﬂa@ma&ﬂp
ilation of the Second and Third Bottaldecs of the First Armoved Regie

(@t KASSER INE PASS )
m’mmmammm (bat not 2)l) of the First

mmmmmmmmmmmmwer
:mrmwmm&ﬁmmmmmmw
support. That the Piret irmorod Segiment, together with its First Dat-
talion was ablo to play a decisive role in the finsl phase of thoe
Tunisian Campatgn wes proof of its undying ani mgnificent eaprit de
corps. Throaghoot the long and bloody Ttalian campeign the gris morale
that had been wolded into the fabris of the units of this gronddaddy of
mmmn.mmﬁmﬁasmwwemxmmka?mmwaﬁ

mwaWMszw,Wm£,MMmmam
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weing hooe a significant fact, Thot fuct fo that the inerdcan saldier,
mwmmﬁmm,mmm-mwm'mum,mgm
a vory creditable sccount of himoelf even ogainst odds end though arned
‘withinfwiormm. Then given o sporting chance with emual or bete
wm,mammmmﬁmmmaﬁam-
%msmmmwwmw,wawm
profuced the woapons tiat decdded the last wre Dut in the £iold of
armor, other than thot we far outepreduced the enery, we certainly
descrve oo bonquets, Of course our tonk design improved slowly os the
war progrosaed, Tooslml.v, fron the authorts mmmm
viowpaint. &t the present we have the armored veihdeles we should

‘have cortatnly had by 19%3. Se in armor con thank Ood that researeh

in our £1014 1s now going o ceasslosely. Should the noed arise
wmmwmw.mmmef Amorionn

akdll, nmmmamkmmmumwaxmxmm
roaped the whirlwind, for those who Nlod and fought at Nappy Valley ond
awmup@m,xmmwmmmamm»
tirough an enany turret at 1000 yardg. Thon I would say "rest easy
haoys, this tims she didn%t bounce.?




- ’Jg

HAPPY VALLEY POOTROTSS

sont, to Zoppt in corly 1942 ond attached to the British Sighth Army.
Thers, in imerican tanks, thoy tock part is several actions about the
timo of the groat vietory of El Alamein in October 1943. lt. Col.

2, Maje Gena Ge Ha Burncs, fespens of forld War T, p 215-221.

3. The ships U.0eS. Hison, Batjequers, and Tasajara were called
Uarieaibos a8 a clage becsuss they had buen converted from ol taniters
firat of thoe asss-going tank-landing ships. ‘

‘Le Lte Cole Jobn K, Haters was later taken priscner by the Germens
ﬁwmuammemﬁmmw

5, Lt. Col. Edocn Schall, becamse dattalion compandor eorly in 1943
and later wos made Commnanding Officer of tho Firet Armored Zepiment

6. Lt. Bed Yole, porhaps the coolest and moet agmressive platoon
leader in tho First Battalion, was killed in action while leading
A Company daring the flaorcs breaithrongh at Anzio in late Nay 194k
. 7. Major Siglin, Uajor Tuck and Yajor Barlow, commonder of iy B,
recogrdtion of their cutstonding fests during the Battle forr QOrenm,

: s.msmmaz. They continned for scmo zenths in the capacity

afmmmma‘

8, First Sergeant Baiiry "S1¥ Surowsky 4s at this wribing (2948)
Mrot sergeant of AGF Board 72 at Pt Zoox, Ky, _

9. ¥ajor Pudalph Barlow, now Lt. Cole Borlow, lster commanded
Pirst Tank Bottalion shortly after the reorganisstion of the lst
Armored DMviston, and commnded it Shrough the Po Valley Campolgna

10, lLet Lt. "™aniel® Webster was later captured by the Germanse
Ho nenaged to mammmmx%mmmmmm

Alded territory.

11. The German Hark IV tank, our chief cpponent during these bimes,
terkx dosignors finally allowed cos tebe put on our tanks in late 1944.
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12, L. a.?z.memmwesuatmmmmm
Italisn campaigne He wos given official cradit for being
ﬁ.ratia*aem I;Jmlmmwaatt&immdMeimwdm
wmt&tuawemmmmm

. zﬂm m 3 [atargostewlsy af
s 333 ﬁcaatainnwm ajor Siglin se

2&. %Mﬁmaeaﬂwmsmtﬁmwhie&mm
Wm&e&amm&m&?ﬁmmd
mlaﬁivalymmm .

15. Hollow charge weapons such as the HEAT shell and tiwe AT

B4%e Gropade vere in very short supply. e had none. The "Bagooka®
armmmmmmmwm&w@n Ynr a3 yol.

16. "Cinso” was a disperaging term wo used for the Italisns. Ya
took up the British term of “Jexry" for the Uermans. "Eraut® never
bocane popular in Afrdca.

mmm
!’uorﬂw&azim

18. later, as caplain, Carter cocmomxded C Company. Ue wns aeriwsly
ﬁmnéﬁdiumelesgitzmmlialm

19, ?&M Broeck mas leter eaptured by the Cormanse. In prison camp
mm&amﬁﬁmaﬁmmmmm@mmmmmgw '
righte of prinsoners undor the Genova Conventlon carmed him the grati=-
&mmmﬁmoﬁmfﬁmm




» Departoent, litary Int.al.iw Division, JTo Biserte
it she XX Soxpa.

Mapet Tuntela ,vm,wo_-am;mmmm shoots.

After Action Beports, Flret Armoved Regiment, 3 Heve 19h2 to
¥ay 1943, w&m, ToheSe aomm Litrary.




