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1. “he followirng operstious repori lor the elemendts o
Combat Cewmand "A", Second roered Livision, Zor the momth of -une
1944 is hereby submittcd:

1 June: ..ssembled a® TIDLOETH Bandh.lhb, wiltshire, '
Ingiand, Trooys aasigred to CUMA": \
fig COM™i® .
E6Lh sArmored Leglumend v ,
jrd 3n, 4lst irnored lafsutry hegin-nt
_lAth srmored Field irxrtillery tettslion -
Co . ena 1 +let Co x, 1L7th armorcu Lngineir Buttalion
Co &, 48th irmored ,.cdicel Lattelion
. 50 A, 24 ..rmored . wintemenece Hutdelion :
;X N3L3R, the CG, CC"AY, with the .dvence CI* left TIDNOIIH to soin
she 9%vh infantry Regiwmens, <@ fufantyy Hivision in the wmarsheliing ANN

- gTee at BFARRY, “ALES, arriviug there at 14308, FLemeinder of ttre Q
Combat Commznd at TIDW.CRTH. 'Y '

5> Junet idvance CP, CC“A" (5 uff, 8§ Zi) left morsbelling | (
aroa ot OTLSD and bosrded o8 CHANLIS SUINLR (T 2¢6) docked et BARRY.
Cust off ot 1350B end possed throusn lccks, rnchorini in the rozds "t? ¢

at 153108, Remainder of the Combat Commarnd av TIDWCETE. . .

P

3 & 4 June: Aidvence CF on 55 CHARLLS SU. KLk at snchor

ofZ BARRY, WALLS. tRemainder of Combrt Commsud &t TIDUORTH,

5 June: Advance (Z on o5 CHLILES SULNER. At C31%B meved
. —~west out of BRISICGL chaunel bound for rendesvous point off ISuL OF -

.. WIGHT via LANDS FKD. Remsinder of Cowbat Commsnd at TIDLORTE.

6 June: .dvauce CPF on S5 CHARLLD SULNLR off scuth coast i
of brglend approzching SOUTHILGIPTORKs Llemernis of the Combat Command _ ~

- -1eft-TIDVCRTH for the mershelling sres stsrting at U930B. (Ouits L

mershalling at LOUTHHALPTOE, LYLRNGTON, PORILARD.)

! e

‘ 7'Juhe£ Ad¥esnce CP on SULNER anchiored off coast_oI-F N
NORITANDY, vicinity of STE, HONORINE DES PERTES (T-T?B?),(i,_xikinder_
of COYA® elerents in iiershalling eress OTr et TIDWORTH. €&, CC ..

. LR R e ’ e

~




left SUMNFR without vehicles, et 1830B and set up forwsrd CP on the
. beach near Hq. Prov. Eng. Brig. north of ST. LAURENT-SUR-!ER at
T6769008, Esteblishing 1ieison with CG, V Corpd.

8 June: Advence CP, CC"A" et T676900. ILlemeats of
. --- CC"A" begin loading at 1200B et SOUTHHALIFTOX on LSTe eand LCTs. -
Lieison maintained with CG, Vth Corps.

: 9 Junet CP et T676900 ewaiting errivel of elements of
CC"A"., Guides end CC"A" markers posted on routes to szrcmbly ares.
Urits landed starting et 1200B end devsterproofed wherever zoasible,
then proceeded to esssembly esree. £11 elements of Second Armored
Division under commend of CG, CC"A" pending grrivael of CG, 2 AD,

By 09240CB the following elemente of the coxmend hed unloaded and
were in assembly vieinity .OSLES, -FRANCE, (T7083), where CP opened
120003, leaving rezr CP on the bveeach.

gy e

tdvence CP, Hq CC"a" 5 0ff 3 EM
2 AD Ln perty to V Corps 1 ort 7 T
66th LR
service Co (~) 36 0ff 656 EX
, taint Co (-)
——— Ren Co S
D Co
[ ~ E Co (=) . -
~ Co L, 2 /D !mint Bn 8 Off 147 EM
Co A, 17th Armd Eng Ba (-) 5 Off 1B8 M
Co 4, 48th Armd Ied En 1z off 117 EM

3rd Bn, 4l1st AIR (<O, 1/2 BEq Co, 16 Off 458 EK
1 Co, lied Detech)

! 10 June: Operations consisted of unloedirg end assembling
the elements of the commerd. 4Lt 11308, on oxrder CG V Corps, the
jrd Bn 41st AIR (-) was ettached to 29th Inf Div with the mission
of securing the bridgehead on the vest benk of the VIRD river.
vicinity of AUVILLE-SUR-LE~VEY (T4684). Troope in position by

— 1700B. Rcn/66 sent petrols to south of CCYA" esserdly area to -
contact friendly troops. Troops uplosded and under comuend of
CG, CCYA" by 2200B:

Hq CC"A" (-) 11 OFF £7 EN

66th AR (-) 69 1251
41st AIR (-) 30 818
17th Armd Eng Bn (-) ; 9 3¢0
#q Div Arty (-)
g2d Armd Ren Bn (-) 35 512

i 14th irmd FA Bn 40 636
Co f, 48th Armd ned Bn 12 1.7

Eem Co A, 2 AD lmint Bn 8 147

11 June: 3/41 (-) ettacked to 29th Inf at 74684, pctrol-
ling to scuth and west. Séd Rcn petrolling tc south ol CcC"A"
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a8sewbly srea in contect with friendly troops. CC 2 AD end egdvance
CF londed ¢nd took commend. CC%." revertirg to normel cougposition.

CG 2 i assuned control of route merkers from teach to ess3ubly srea,
Unite moved $9 new aspexbly areaz grnd CP, CC"a" ocpered at 1700B vicliaity
~8 JUFALS (26775) (lees 3/41 (=) to rejoin CC"A" when releuued by

V Corpe). OQperations of 3/4l: Pn I &\j Plet woved out =1 10307 to
recor..citer south of .RR in direction of LONTHARTY IN-EN-CRAIGYMES (74581
in congunetion with @ petrol from 10lst A/B Div. Tugesed by enemy

2G fire, end i plet H Co sent to their eseiatence, Sstimsted 15

encny killed; 5 PWes tcken identified from 4th Co, 915th Iz Cr Tegt,
Cur lotses: 1 Off & 1 Rl killed.

12 June: CI"A" trocpe contimied to unloed and move to
: 3741 detached fro: [9%h Inf Div end returred under ccamand
SGy TUNANY S elowing in cssembly area et 140Q0E.

13 Juce: In essembly vicinity LE LARAIS (T6775). 4t 00051,

CG CCova" ordvred by CG £ 4D to report to CG V Corpe for orders, 3,41
enct 2,6% slevted for movenent, zad moved out at 0315B toward I 1CnYy,
Levine veer given the pission of securing the bridgechezd west of town
and cleoning out the Jermens %o tize south thercoli. Closed in v8szmbly
viciuity LES VIYS (D468%) et 06308 end petrols ment tc the south toward
the Hh and LOHTUIARTIN (74681) supported by tire from batileshipe T4 . AS
NEVAUA, and ARIANGLS. On order CG let US Army, miczion wie changed

and tinis force attached to 10Lst A/B Div vicinity CARENDIAL (T3984),
rewainder or CC";i* ordered by CG 2 AD to move end Jein forwerd elemernta

B CAFTATAR eree, leaving assembly ares et 1C308. Coovdinn*ted attack
witn i0List (/B Div at 1400B by 3/4) end 2/6€, and by 1/6% zrnd 101 A/B
LV T L730m, supported bty l4th FA Bn. tnemry wee driven back with
heevy losses. CU"L" eleoments asgzemhbled for the night. Friimeted
eneny Losses - 500 killed, 2 Fua teken. Our losses - Persornel -
2 Cfv 2 6 Iii killed, 6 Offs & 39 Eif wounded, Tenks - 384, 1 85 fs),
CP wou up for the right S% of Tovn et 7388635 1n an sbundsiel! roose,
ArGE securiog TSTCNY bridsehead,

1i Junme: A+tack continued st C530B, zud otjieciivue
82LLTEL by 76003 without reaisterce, Forwerd lincs taken cver by
“Oat 0,0 v oend CowaAn essenbled scuth arnd wezt of CARZN®«%, ¢ith
cienzntg ol /66 ecat of town protecting che flenk cnd bricgehegd
pennd gatrelling loft flank, 11 units sesrched respective arere
fur uwlipers. CP opened et 1J00J0B et T369845. DPle- of Infarary ard

Tuex <500 EENT TO reconnoiter towerd L4 RAYIRIE (354 IL;_to drive
tut anilvering Gernmens, whica was eccomplished by 18COE and units

n
~ -
ravaiued Lo cosenbly. Qur losses: 1 Ejl killed, 4 =M wounded,

1% <une: Hen ordered by CC lst srmy to escertexy zanuy
gsicn

. - v ) - ~q e 4‘.’
sireu-th &’ ng axis CARENT,N~FLRIZRS. &G CC"A"™ cesigned ruzei 8!
foilusang wecops: Ren Co, €6%tn LK supported by cne tonk company, one
infeniry cowneny and 14%h FA Mn, crossed LD et D350F and ren intn

[

aenvy L and smeli arme fire et once.  Feld up by AT guns o3 Q7LIAT.
o ) . PP . 30 s e ceved ¢
i 2iis 0 41 und 1756 sent tc push ren forwerd; Ircarns moved fto

indoenn

vicinity c1  55wE02 zid upon order CG CC"A® witndrew naviry sscer sinen




that the enemy wes holding in force. Pront lirea teken over by 1018t
+/B and troope recsgembled ior the night. TInexy losees - uneetimeted.
Our lceses - rersonnel - 9 EM killed, 4 Offs & 27 EK vounded, 1 Off
& 6 Ei miesing., Vehiclee - 1 /sseult Cuu, 1 iramored Car {US) los%.

16 Jupe: Pztrollirng to south by Ren/6E. Otker viaite tn
assembly.

17 June: Deteched frcm 10lst A/R except 1st DBp 66th A7 and
CC"A" moved out sterting et OS00B returning to the aescmbly srez
vicinity LE IIARAIS. CF CC"r" openec £t 677751 et 0G15E. ranlenance
of equipment end personnel.

: 18 June - 30 June. In cesembly vicinlty Lt CARATE {F6TTD)
18t Exn 66%h AR ettached to 10let A/B Div ir CALEIN ervea urtii &
June; then etteched to E3rd Inf Div sane zreeg. wee/oo eatablivhied
iistening pcats wcrd petrola to the gouth ¢i &sremuly ureef. L1TYT
force 2et up in cese of counteratteck., Arzini.g ceorducted witn
emphesis on hedgerow type of tepk-infentry-griiliesy cocridinaticn
seintenance of men end equipment, CF coUAr opened et LL OURLE AP SO0 TS

(1654755) et 2211003.
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| SGBJECTs Operations Report for Period July 1 = 31 inolusive.

~ possidle eiemy sttack from SCUTHEAST, SOUTH er SCUTHWEST,

L A A . : iR

HEADQANTERS CQOVBAT Z%IAND "AM
SECOND ARI/ORED DIVISION

n APO 252
24 September 1944

TO ¢+ Commanding General, 2d Armored Division (ATTEWs AC of S, G=3)

MAPSs FRANCE 1/100,000, Sheets ST LO, VIRE 6F.

Combat Command "A", 2d Armored Division was located in asseably ares
eat LA CATHININERIE (T694755), on July 1, 1944 and was engaged in condueting
reconnaissance and liaison to the SCUTHEAST in preparation for take-over of the
line on the extreme left of the First United States Army., The line then held by
the British 7th Armored Division. At 12305 the Combat Command with the 24 Bn, ‘
418t AIR attached, moved by infiltration from the assembly area near LA CATHERINEFRIE
to an area generally located MORTHEAST > CAUMONT (T729439). 24 and 3rd Bna,
41st AIR upon arrival took over from reserve companies of the 7th and Sth Queens
Regiments, remainder of relief of these regiments was effected by 0300B, 2 July,
1944, The Infantry took steps to secure their defensive positions and registered
in artillery and mortars. Zugineers prepared routes by bulldozer so that the
Combat Gommend could meet a counterattask in any direotion. Contact was made
with CO"B" (1st Bn, 41st AIR) on our right and with the 56th Brigade (British 2d
Glosters) on our left., Enemy activity in that seotor was quiet.

A patrol from 2d Bn, 4lst AIR started at 1110B 2 July 1944 to move to
the town of BRIQUESSARD (T740597). This town consisted of about ten houses and was
looated to the front of the 2d Bn, 41st AIR and was reported by the British to
be well defended. The patrol received fire short of town and withdrew without loas,

At 0223308 July 44, a patrol frau Roem Co, 66th AR left our lines and
venotrated to T749610, where they located six trip wires leading from edge of
orchard across an open field, They withdrew when our friendly artillery fired on

- the town and returned through our lines at 030530B July 44, 3rd Bn, 4lst AIR

sent a patrol oonsisting of 1 Officer end 20 EM through our lines Q30800B and
ponetrated to the northern edge of town of BLQET (T751609), at which point they
were fired on by mashine gun, small arms and mortar fire, One R was wounded,
Patrol returned fire and attempted to maneuver but this failed due to volume of
eneny fire and the opemnness of the terrain at t.hi\s point. 4Another EX was wounded
and it is believed the officer in command was wounSed before the patrol could
disengage, as he did not returmn with the patrol, 4 four man patrol re

before darkness to the spot where the officer was believed wounded and found booby
traps and trip wires. They returned without further inoident, Enemy kiown
casualties, 1 killed and 2 wounded. The aotion of this patrol was supported hy
artillery and mortar fire, Bnany attitude all along Combat Command seotor
appeared to be to resist any advance by our patrols.

On 4 July 1944, and 5 July 1944, patrollin: was carried on by the two
infantry battalions and no identifications were received. CpP at this time
located at T747638, Both battalions of infantry following « rotatiom plan,
relieved one of their line ocompanies with a reserve eoxpany. Infantry mortars

+ fired at targets .of opportynity, throughout this period, Kortar platoon, 3rd Bm,

66th AR moved into position where they could fire and.laid fire on town ef HIQPFT,

-14th AFA Bn fired harrassing and defenasive fires during the night 4 J\ﬂtﬂﬁp"‘av

§ July 1944. Air observers were used to great advantage.: Co 4, 17th Sz Pn worked
to improve tank trails in Combat Command area so as to feoilitate mﬁm&;t to mest

»
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Enemy laid harrassing artillery {irc on 2d Bn, 4lst AIR during the
afternoon of July 6 1944, 2 B were killed and 4 EM wounded, Co A, 17th DIng Bn
ocompleted layings of minefields im front of 3rd Bn, 4lst AIX se€otor at 21GOb.

The 2d Bn, 4lst AIR sent a small reconnaissance patrol along the OPLR on the
morning of July 7 and ran into small arms, machins gun fire and grenades. After
exchanging fire through the hedgerows, they withdrew, A combat patrol from the
24 Bn, 4lst AIR returned on July 8 to the same location the patrol from the
previous day had received fire and attempted to extend the (PL, Lut met stubbora
resietance and withdrew, (o B, 4lst AIR relieved Co D, 4lst AIR in the 24 Bn
sector., At 2030B, 8 July 1844, enemy countsrattacked against the 2d SWB (Br).
Change in disposition of troops was made so as to give assistaence to the British
if necessary and to srotect the left flank of +he Combat Commend., No change was
made in the infantry defensive sector, nor was any change made in the troops
that were to give them supporting fires,

—ttrad

All secure on 2d end 3rd Bn, 41st AIR front on 9 July 1944, Spasmodio .
harrassing fire from the enemy, ion Plat, 3rd Bn, 66th AR recomnoitered routcs,
contaoted British elements and reported information obtained from the British
seotor to this headquarters, )
High.ground from FOIT'MALL to LA RUE DE POURFX A was reocomnoitered
for positions in evont of enemy counterattack, Prepsred +o5 move on order of
©G, 2¢ Arm'd Div was the 3rd iz, 66th AR and Co A, 17th kng n to the EAST or
SQUTITZAST to meet an cnemy threat in the 3ritish seotor,

From the period of July 10 to July 16, both 2¢ and 3rd ins, 41lst AIR
recelved periodic harrassing artillery and mortar fire., Ron Plat, 56th AR
maintained close lieison with the 5ritish on our left and conducted reconnaissance
of arsa for routes and positions in the even*t the Combat Comand would heve to
move to this sector to meet eny cnemy threat, 14th A®A Bn fired counterbattery
harrassing and defensive artillery fires during this period and thc cub liaison
plan proved again to Le invaluable, “n July 10, 3rd DBn, 4lst AIX replaced Co &
in the line with Co I, and on July, 11, thisssame battalion engaged area targets
with 8lmm mortaer and assault suns, The 14th 474 Bn, supported the attask of
the British 131st Zrigade from 07003 to 0735E on 1l July, Light tank nrrsonncl
of the 66th AR bezan training in the I'~dium Tank, 14Al on 12 July. Co D, 4lst
AIl replaced Co F in the line or July 13, At 1200%, 10 enermy nlanes strafed the
two infantry battalions and from approximately 12305 to 13303, ciemy harrassine
ertillery fire fell in the 14th AFA 3n, ot Co, 66th 4" aad the Hg CC"AM, CP srea,
Entire Combat Commend conducted a showdown cf individual cquipment et this time,
n July 14th, -eneiny shelled the CP and A Stry of the 1l4th AFA Ba. 09205, wiry ¢,
14th AFA Bn moved to 1745625, On July 16, all units of C3"A" preparcd to turn-
over of sector'to relievin;: init, 8th Armored irigade (gr), 50th Division (ir),
and prepared for movement to new area.

By 20105 17 July, CC"A™ had been relieved of its defencive sector by
the 8th Arm'd Srigade (Br) and hed closed in its rew assembly erca vicinity
LA CATU™T T'EPTE, The move wade in two zroups, 66th Ak, D Utry, 125 aA4 Bn,
Co A, 17th "mg Dn, Co A, 48th i'ed Bn, and lRear CP, CC"4AM™ bein~ in the first
group, 24 and 3rd ins, 4lst AIR, 14th AFA Bn and icn Co, 66th AR comprising
the second group which moved to new Combat Command assembly area upon being
relieved, and clostd in that areg at 05258 18 July 1944, The two battalions
of infantry reverted o regimental coitrol unon closinz in the new srea.
During the period from July 19 to July 26, units of Combat Jommand "A" followed
a schedule which included care a d clcanin of weapons ard vehicl s and persoaal
equipment., 66th AR fired newv medium tenks, 244l with 76mm tun and camrouflace
painting of all fulletrack vehicles was amccomplished,
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This period was hish-lighted by the attachment of the 22d RCT (4th

Inf Div) to CO"AM, effcctive 12003 July 18, and their movement into the Combat
Command assembly area at 1822003 July 44, CP of the 22d RCT was looated at
m™793740, At the same time, the 702d TD 3n (-1 Co), Co C, 17th Eng DBn and Co 4,
~.aint Bn, 24 Armored Division were also attached. The air support party, oomsisting
of 1 officer and 4 Hiis and 1 }odium Tank were attached to CC"A" from the Sth TAC.
¥or th rext few days followins the attachment to CG"AM, the infantry of the 22d
.07 *rained in combined tank-infantry demonstrations and practiocal work with the
G0th A2, Plans were laid and FO #4, covering operations "COBERA" was drawn up on
July 20, 1944, Tis field crder called for the mowmaent of QCA" upon order of
53, 24 Armorcd Divisipn on two routes, to seize initimlly the ares LE MESNIL

1T (T4553) - ST SATSOT ML ST TOSSE (74655) - Hill 183 (T4353) and to cover
*hie 1ov-irat of the lst Infantry Division and the 3rd Armored Division through ;
he MARIGNY - ST GILTHS gap, wreparcd to atteck enmemy forces approaching from
the TAST and SUU I between CJF D3 Sui 'IRAE (T&04F) and HAMBYE (13645)., For this
rove, 32d ¥cn En and 24th Cavalry Squadron moved under control of CC"A". On the
228 of July, entire C-mbat Command with attachments was alerted for movement on
w0 nours 10lice, however at 11000 25 July this status was changed to alert for
a0verch on lastant notier. At 17005 this same day, Combat Command on order
c2vertod azein Lo two hoar alert status. At 13003, CC"AM was alerted for movement to
assemdly arca SXUTE of POTT LHABMT (74769) on order. At 2230B, CC"AM b gan march
in onz column to asscmbly area, viciaity PONT ZEiL3E:T and olosed into assembly area
at 2602073 July 4. Unit Jommanderc resorted to C2, 20"A" irmediately upon arrival
and roceived verbal orders for tha attack. Plan of avtack was changed following
lhe informatio1 received Ly co-ba® comaarder Irom the forward elements on the
srornd, asd as the -»lan wow stdod, ths Jombat Command would attack with two
battaliosis atita:iiinz abreast astride the road. 2d DBn, 65th AR on the right,
Srd n, $5th A% om the Llef%, 2 Tnfantry companics from the 22d RCT with each
battalion. "he six remai~in; rifle oompanies of the 224 RCT would follow lst Bn,
S6th A.  Six battalions o7 astille:, would supoort entire action of the Combat
Somaad.

CoMAM jumyd off in *hc attack 2609000 July 1944 with line of battallons
frow “he LD followin; the exis sreviously ¢ =" gnr "ed in FO 4 to the indicated
obicetive. Stuhbora and hie vy resistaice was met: throughout the day in the form
of “lark ¥V tanks su-jorted by infantry and artillery and AT puns alonpy the roads,
At aoproximately 15003 26 July 1944, 2"A" roverted to original orders (FO ##4) and
aroceedrd o objective in two columns over route os planned. At 2702008 the
lombat Jomraand reack:d atd consolidated its objective and unit commanders reported
to the CE, 33"y for a un't comaanders meeting, During the morning of 27 July 1944,
UESTIL TUTIOAL was scoured and mopped up by 2d Ba, 66th Al and fill 183 occupled
and secured vy 228d WY, 7024 7D Sn was ordcred to move as s00n as possible to
gelect»d preas In ihat wvicinity vo set up road blocks, 224 RCT was to beat the
bushes for sniners and Ter-an vairoale and to seasrally clean up the area, Ren Co,
88%h *’ +0 nrepare outnosis. Tae rimainder of the Jombal Cormmend was ordered *nto
an asserbly ar.a awaitine furflicr orders,

At 2718002 July 1944, reconaaissance in force moved out in two columns
32, route L3738 IL I4LAT - VILLESA D - LA LAIDE - TESSY SUR VIDI, West

columnts Darthest poin: of advance at 21003 was T500445, East column's furthest
aholit of afvances at 21C07 wae TE18578, At 23073, lnit Commanders assembled at
5F, 33MM for mectins and ordirs Tor 28 July were issued. The two task forces
previously d.sir atcd were *o uove at 06303 aloag the same routes thst had been
lald ©3vm i» wrior orders, orzanize sround a-d hold it. 4t 2802003 July 1944,
1oMa" was notified of the attachment of e 113th Cavalry Sroup and ordered to
srovide moides For that asttachac t inio *he Sombat Sommand assembly ares. CCMA"
woes To o0 “77aghed I'rom 24 Armorced Division and operate directly under XIX Corps.
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' 24th Dawelry Squadron was attached to 113th Cavalry Group. Orders were issued

for Osmabat Command to delay its attack until 1BOOB, at whioh time it would sdvance
and secure Corps objeotive, generally PERCY - High ground SOUTH of LA CHEFRESNE -
8T JURIE - VILLEBAIDON which was already. seoured. 1lst Bn, 66th AR on the left was
to by-pass any resistance at TES8SY - SUR - VIRE and push on to Corps objeotive,
Then the Corps objeotive was secured, the Combat Command moved forward to an
assembly area immedietely in rear of Corps objective. 113th Cavalry Group after
reaching Corps objective conducted reconnaissance to the SCOUTH, WEST and BAST to
oontast the enemy and proteot EAST and WBST flank of the Combat Command., Three
task forces were set up and all tanks reverted to their parent organization,
while the remainder of the 22d :CT was moved forward as e unit, '

On 29 July 1944, Combat Command oontinued its move to the SOLTH in
order to secure newly assipgned Corps objective along the route VILLEBAL DOY -
PERCY ~ MONTBRAY - ST SBVER CALVADOS - ST POIS. The foroe attacking PERCY
terminated its attack at 2150B., Another force launched its second attack in the
area NORTH of VILLEBAUDON to the EAST, after dissipating what appeared to be a
oounterattack forming up, oonsisting of tanks reported as Mark Vs, armored cars
and infantry in the general vioinity of T434427, The remainder of the Combat
Command remeined in reserve in an area between VILLZBAUDON and a point about 2
miles NORTHE of that town. All Combat Command artillery supported the action of
the two forces., Advance CP of the Combat Command at VILLE3A DON throughout the
day and moved at night with enitre CP to T433466. VILLEBAUDJ! and the road
between that town and PERCY were under fire from anti-tank guns and artillery,
From time to time it wans observed that enemy was infiltration aoross the road
from EAST to WBST between VILLEBAUDON and PERCY, HASty enemy road blocks with
some anti~-tank guns were set up along this road.

On the 3lst of July, CC"A' was attached to the 29th Infantry Division
and was given a new mission, that of supporting the infantry now engaged in
securing left flank of the Corps, 1!ission of the 29th Infentry Division wes to
attack to the BAST toward TESSY-SUR=VILE, seizins the hizh ground vicinity

T495465,
@

COLLIEL
Cmdg

COFFICIALs 4; /
HATKINS N\

Bx O

»

L e o



WOQ ANTERS CQENMT CAmMD “A°
SCaD AMNBED DIVINI®

APO 888
15 Getoder 100¢

WWKT: Mticz against the Muaxy, Repore After/MV%er Mstia Repert,
+ Commemding Gene al, 34 Asmered Bivisien, (S¥NN: a8 o2 8, O-1)

The ocperations of Oambat Commend "4" for W
éivided inte Four phasesy The advense from ., the

trouds OATHTNG to (BB, the fren LOCRY ¥ FEROEE te BLENP wad
drive whieh sterted at SASSIOORT end sarried asroep the
and into U/ NN, sk of these phasor Wt preveded by o move-
Conbat Coumené inte aB asosmdly ares as chom @ the overlay.

08300 1 Mugust 1044, Ocoubbet Oemmand "4", eonsisilag of 68%h B, Wth
”? 884 NOT, Oo A, 1T%h Bag M1 and 00 A, ¢0th W/ M, pudhed
attaek of the $0th D mntry Divisica from the Jioatiom

24348) 0 ocouwre TREST-SUB-VIEE (T8M47). ‘he 3¢d I,
fieree suemy resistance sad etrang delaylay estiou
of the day, and hav had thelr eolumm out at lonst
sssured THNEE-SNB-VIEB the late afterncem of the seme

ki

B
8
g1t

2 )
of

£
¥

i 1
4l
§t

;

) ]
[ |
reughoet
twiee, novd
day.

e
A

L
i

E

g
t

Jo==

Ga XIX Corpe order, the Combat Caomend tn § Auguet 1944 moved ST
aleng preseribet route in the direstion of VI te pretest he loft flmk of
the Oorpes e with the wiseriem of selsicg the road jumetica at 7628384 and NI
218, vhem emtinuing on to the Corpe cdjeetive, vhish was ®e hish grousd
gmerally SR of TIMR. At 0408008 the Combat Cumisand otepped off and xrt nc
renistanse for the first 5000 yurde. Pamainder of the day frequent minafioelds
were enscuntored esxtending eorovs the risd, and the reristanve scnsisted of
otubborn delrying antion of tanks and lufertry supperted by artillery witt oo~
AT guna, The eolumm wes hold up et 17300 ot o strewm orossing two miles " ¥ ¥
of the initiel objeeiive, Qa the S%h of Augues, C2%2" rveeivid o now Carps
objestive, whish eallad for e eontimuation 2f the originlal miaslicu an? faitl.er
acvemsat t0 the SCTH to wize the tom of LANMRNY, Coubat Command artillery
eupported by Oorps Artillory shelled VIIE heavily during the night. Aug st 6
fomd the lst M, 66% AR with the Srd Ba, 110%h Infartsy Regt eseupylag Eil’
810 and 24 I, 80tk 42 astride the rosd at T6M340. 1 thet da, Colemel loun
H. Collier assumsd eo=trol of the Combat Camwsnd.

The Combat Comand was plesed in Oorpe Reserve 7 Agust 1944, aud
during that day séd the day following, o8 mueh mairteianee W dane as wee
possidble soneldering the sraximity of the eunemy. Terk Poree "A". scnsisti
o 34 B, 60th AR, Jith APA Ma, 1 Plat, Co A, 17¢h Bag hu, 84 M. ¢lets AXE (-1 G’
1 Os, 7G2¢ 70 Bu, Detadhrtent Co 4, 49%h %ed M, was organised ond give. t-¢
aission per letter of Anstructiion XV Curps., M 10 Mgust, TP "1%, stteckwd
frem vieinity GATHEN ), BASY alaug the ridge iine ¢ sesure Bil) 387, The acvaucas
was slew over diffieult terraia and 7Y "4" Imosked out numsrous sati-temk gums
with artillery sad ematdoeradls {nfantry. last In, 06th AR was athesbhed te the
S0 Mfentry Division uatild duskmess of the same duy.

A 833300 August 11, remainder of Cosbat Commend "A" wi ni on Wwe
hour alert status to jola TP A", The Comdat Command rexalnsd > . o Sate
status watil 1818180 August 1944 whem ey ware pul & Listadt novii. Jos
immedicte novemsnt, 040°A" (=84 M, 50th AR) woved out 1z the a'task et 13D700D i

* B
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along the route BJ61G2ES - SUMIBVAL - §° CLENEIY - RJERSLLS - G8R, U=

84 Avmorad Division, Omdet Omumand "A" passed usder e emmW c).

On the MAR of Augwss, 00°A° esutir o ttask sad was given tae miseic) of
selzing end sewuring Niil 389. 00"A° wet mmeroue smati-tank cuss and some
light artillery, Upom ecmplotion of this mission an 18 Auguct 1944, €0“A°
pulled bask at firsts light 40 new assemdblv area SQUTHEAST of 2ANENYOM.
Combat Command "A" eomsistir, <f Wq (J%A°, G6%R AR, l4th APL '8, 34 W, slst
LIR end o A, 48%b Mad Ma; all cther units having reve:ted to paremt organis-
stions. (n the 16%n end 17th of Auss, entire (CA" was devcied to mainten-
snse of vehisles woapons snd rehadilitetios of pereonnclc

E

0C"4" marched from esemmbly area SWYREAS? of BARBYTQN, deginniag
at 1007483 August 1944 over the rovte 8 PATAIGR, GARR(N, AIIRTIREBSIE GRAND,
JAVEQN and 887 ), thewse SCUTHEAS? $0 new areenbly ares SUTHEANT of SEES.
®he following day the Combat Command again moved from assambly area SWTHERANY
of SERS t0 new assembly ares WBST of LOONY IU PMERCHE. Novemsnt degan at
1910483 Augest 1944 and was eompleted at 1919805 2:Just 1944,

On 20 Aguets 104, OC7L" began advanee ‘hat rontinned tiirough 2
August md earried them over ¢ route gemerslly NRTR - ¥.BYEFAST from thelr
asssmbly ares through DAMVILIR thes almost due NRTH to ELEUP. During this
edvanse three susemsive streams were bridged agaiast stiff resistanse io the
fore of infankry and AT guns, and nearing tLs end of the érive, lonz renge
medium artillery aus rescived. The enany bambed the CP of CO"A" and uaite of
the Combat Commend om ihe vesd during the night of 83 August 1044, Ja B4
Angust the 90%h Separate Infantry Ba was attashed te 00"A®, apd together with
the 84 M, 418t ADR frove os PIZEGP from the SCTIESY, The 23 W, 83¢tL AR
assisted the 100th Tnfautry Begiment (88th Infantry Divisiom) om sesuriag
RLIECY from the BAST. The tows was sseured ané turmed over to tle 7th Canadien
Infentry P-igade on 3619483 mgust &4,

Startiag at $7181€B, OC"A" moved to essembly area visinicy MANTES
OASSICQUR? from whish it woved out at 3008308, erossing the SEIIR River and
advaneing rapidly in a NRTHEASTERLY direstimm, byoassing sush resisianse u¥
the advenee guard eoculd not elimimate.

Yor the Commanding ~ifieert
4 . .
M “-*4’3/-%«_

WA M. KANKING

I£. Cel,, Oavalry
Beeutive Offieer
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/- 805
HEADQUARTERS FIRST UNITED STATES Ar:Y, AFC 23C, 10 November 1944,
T ¢t The Adjutant General, Wasghington 75, D. O,

THRU: Oommanding General, Buropean Therter of Overstione, U.S. Army, APO 837

August report of Combat Oomnanc "A" was forwerded to Twelfth Army Groun
with report of 2nd Armored Division by £th Ind., thisg headoquarters, drted 20
October 19k,

For the Commanding General:

/e Jutcer

< oo

A
Y

A}

3 Incls! (In tri
1 cy ea w/dra

»

by

| RN A.l.l-,“ Lany

L‘ ':H'_ AT D

C:alel al

S e
SN .
N . . -

-

~0V :2 ; 1‘344;




-

-

. HEADQUARTERS CQMBAT CQUMARD "A"
SECOND ARMORED DIVISICN

, . aro2g -

' \ : : .4 November 19(4

SUBIECT s fotion Agalnst the Enemy, Raports Af‘tor/u‘tor Action Reportso T R
PR " &
SN i {ommanding Jeneral, 24 Armored Division (ATTEN: AC of 8, @=1) ; ‘ . %
WAPde  0568e 40432, YW EUROPE, ShEF'er LILLE-GHENT ERUSSELS-LIEGF AMIENS-KONS,
SXaTd 1/ 50,000 . R
- i h \
& PERI®MD 1 - 30 SEPTRMBER ( !
The oiose of the moanth of Aupusl: ‘had found y at Command "2, Zd
fimored Vlviston, af'ter orossing the SEIVE River in the vioinity of umn- .
HASSICATRT, FRANCE, advanoing {n a NOITHEASTERLY direction toward BELGIUM, hlltmOO
wes light and the admm 6 g8 rapid. Combat Command "A" at that time eonsiltcd
37 : i
66th Armored Regiment (-1/66') . ""‘,' A
/ " 24 Bn, 41st AIR , Co
14th AFA Bn

65th AFA B

Btry D, 195th AAA Ba (AW) SP

Co Ay 17th Engr Bn

Co A, 7C3¢ TD Ro

Co A, 43th Ked En

(#1/66 u% thet time was in Div Res)

o thns worelng 0f the lst 3eptember, the Conbat Command moved out in two
0Lt e en assond s grea, vialnity NGTDIDIER, to socure a crossing of the
W g foent aomtiris with 19s drive to the WCORTABAST., The left oolumn wae

i ) .
N Hq 64th Armored Regiment
Zd m, €6th AR (=1 Co) i
1 Co. 2d Pa, 438t AIR
t Piat, Co A) i th Engr &
L Plat, Co.a, 7024 TD ‘521
Lo e saden ap he Cowont Comawrd moved in the right colums, 14th AFA Bp, - . J
CoThrE ww e oveiniorecd :y ths S&uh AFA Bn, supported the motion of both colump :
Voo et sasw. Inthe subsequent daye’, the 65th AFA Bn direotly supported i
SRRV I et \ g

soluaa. NOV 2 « 1944 ' )

: Giaicbege curtgailod ths edvance of the Combat Cowmand f'ar wore

Ceoet vartoe e Vil wes ael during this periode

VAryoedn '.x(‘s:s*’ﬂ': thy AURAS=CAMBRAI road in the late afterncon o7
Lot Coruend coiled pad outposted both columis for the nighw,

the 9¢ma direc’don the eliowlas day. s
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n 0°01 September 1244, CC"A" entered BELGIUM and assembled im an area .
407085 the FRINCH-BELGIAN frontier, astride the OSCHIES-TQURNAI road. During
thiis drive en<my units, attemptin; to escape, tried to break througzh from the
RFe¥ while the CC"A" columns.were heeding for the BELS/TAN border. Theee units, .
witloh fneludod 2 Mark V otanks, 9 towad AT guns and arpraximately 170 vehicles
were onge.td by our tanke snd artiliery and destroyed., 45C prisoners wers
tEarm Guitsy this engagerort, snd the Combat Cowmand "A" had the distinotion of
craag thie firel Allied columa to enter BELGIUM. Road blacks were get up and §C"A" - -

I a6

sloeelig ferse efter ©0"A" had onoce . set up in e defensive rosition.

conoprernesed toodefsad the position from eny direction; though at- that time, - T ‘
anttonti g was fooused oo tre WEST as 1t was szpected enemy groups would be ‘
Strengting Lo forcs thelr way through end rojoin their own foroes. alresdy-with- ~
arawing ve fha nAST. A it hzppened, small groups of men wers picked up from -

Tiem o woae, altewpuing to fufiltrate through from the WEST, but never in" ény i

“uoWhe 4th of Septemder, the entire Combat Comusnd shiited to an assigned ~
or s STHEAST of ORCHIES-TQRNAT rosd. to conform with the agrerd Loundary between
“he itk Second 4rmy and the Anericen First Army. It was at this time that -

cher A1t Cueyds” Armersd Division pagsad NHVHEAST oa <the wey to BRUESELS, =~ -

dgacn, pushing oot in two coluwns on 8 September, CO"A" began its maroh EAST~ -
WAL mei ing gcetSered enemy opnosition, Prime consern st this time,-as before,”
v guedeoad The policy er laild dowa by tho Combat Commander wae to move as far :
~rvopossibie end 3t11) have rten operational miles left when the vehicles weye - . °,
ettt foodno day-  7th and 8th-September found CC"A" oon'tinui'ng its m;mx-moh
fav, wi rainging mere Go the NORTHEAST and nelting for the night in areas as ehowm = .
£ “he overlay. The g:;’i;az*noon of the B8th, the Combat Commend" bivouseed ir an wroq -
v sesan 1URET and KELSEIT, . . o ] , . i

From it Sentember to the 124h Septenber, units of ¢CYA" apeht their fimé '
pavreny cnet thelr ursgs ¢ad edjacent areags were cl-ared of the enemy, and when

20wy coipleted, all pursennel concentrated on msintensnce of weapons ‘and : \-‘ ‘
we1he ten, ' ' , e s '

- - N

~

26 fintd Ken Brovas eluached cn 12th September end GgA" took over their

bisimg nnet i, of clearing eneny from the Division Zone NORTH of the AL

1ei. Al Ler recciving t.flese orcare, the CP moved out in the late afternooss
veoul b AYBERT Canal over g rrevicisly construected treadwey crossing &ﬁ“ 5€55
oW, 4ist AIR orsceded ths Corbat Commend acwcus the coral and halted For f-.irleJ
coantrids the voad NORTA vub of HALSEDT ‘reo ove: luyia A% thig .time;fr % 1 o

~

Ceoofl wha AZa fon Buowers o the (Al sfde of o ALBERY Canal, - e§3‘

SRy 3 astito da this eroa had tesa to hold and Mght a delayd action -
Aotk arde, NOSTH of the ALtERT Canal from HASSELT to MAASTIICHT on B MAAS River, = .¢
omy units dn 118 erea w98 pssoryed and unorgeniged, New identif§l8t:ons RN N
ineincad wan witi phyeioel Jafsots which under ordjiary oircumsts would heve .- - -

claesifice thom as limited scrvice. These battealions wers P9

s Ve supporting thesa unita was of anc ieﬁ;— ’w;intageo - Mg o

o v;heflfﬁ'lh«?’f S:pteabsr 44 CC"A" atteoked to the EAST in two columms, -the
24 Bo, 416t ATR {-1 Co), with Co G, 66th AR attached, forming the right oolvam ~ “~ . v
and wovlog SOTH from their looation, which was the extent of-the advanoa of e~ .. it
previous day, Tae 3rd Bn, 66th AR (=1 Co) with D Co, 41st AIR attaghed oonstftuted < -

the 1cft colum dy meVing asross the canal folldwing the rawte the Bﬁeriiy‘abm;’-; EN

rmed and s, -
® s geaprally:loms -

o
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and attacking to the EAST, the mission given to the 824 Arm'd Ron Bn coneisted
of oontinuing reqonnaissence £6 the froot, maintaining conteot with the British
on the-left, and the remainder of the tattalion to be used to clear the area
between the columis, Resistenve entountered was in the form of infantry, anti-
taiik puns, and rosd blooks of trees blown seroes the road and wired with booby
traps, Due to the soft ground the tenks were road bound and this presented ¢
serious probles, Two slag piles looated to the front and EAST of the left oolum
overlook®d their advance and fiirnished the enemty with good observation.

colurns howsver resched the "NORTH-SQWTH" raliroed through the town of BERG by
darineas, snd the infantry set up a defense, At thdt time the 99th Separate
Infantry Battalion was attached and in turn was put under the control of the CO,
66th AR, who tobk oammand of the left colum, Co D, 41st AIR reverted to 2d Bn,
418t ATR ot this time, ’

- The morning of the 14th September both colums as previously oonstituted
attacked EAST (the right oolum turning to the SQTHEAST) and wmet scattered
resistance, but delayed mostly by the site of the areas neoessary to comd and
olean out, 82d Ron Bn protected left flank of CC"A", maintained oontact between
CC"A" columns and ¢lesred the aroas between the colums,

The middle oolumn opersted for a short while when the 24 Bn, 66th AR was
sent on a parallel road to expedite thé advance of the right columm, However,
shortly after this they rejoined the right colum. _

- .

CC"A" bivousoed for the night as shown on the overlay aend spent 15 September
finishing mopping up the area within the Division zone WEST of MAASTRICHT Cansal.
lst Bn, 66th AR was attached to CC"A" from Division Heserve 16 September 44, At
time of attechment lst Bn, 66th AK was in an assembly area W of MAASTRICAT,

66th AR (-lat, 2d Bns, Ron & Naint Cos), 99th Separate Infantry Bn, 65th AFA
Bn and 823 Ron Ba under the control of €0, 66th AR were detached from CC"A"™ on
16 September 44 and remained in this area with the mission of attacking to the
WORTH, inoluding the area WEST of the MAAS River.

- Combat Command "A" organized and moved out on 16 September with three task
forces comosed as follows: \‘

Task Foroe A: 2/66 AR (-1 Co), D/41 A'R, 1 Plat A/17 Engr Ba, 1 Plat A/7C7 7 Bn
Task Force Bs 2/41 AIR (=2 Cos), 1 Co Med Tank 2/66 AR
Task Frrce Ce 1/56 AR, Co F 2/41 AIR, 1 Plat A/17 Fugr Bn, 1 Plat A/702 11 »:

Though organized in three task forces, the Combat Command moved throuzh
MAASTRICHT, along the route as shown on the overlay, in a single colum- 1lst In,
66th AR joined colum at MAASTRICHT,

As a stream orossing at VALKENHIRG was strongly defended and- supported by
artillery fires, end the 2d Ba, 41st AIR in conjunotion with 28 bn, 117th Inf, 30t:
Inf Div wes pngaged in securing that crossing most of 17th Septenbsr, the remainder
of the Combat Command went to a forward assembly area near S[BBE, just SQLIF .f
VALEENTH'RG, The 2d Bu, 41st AIR was complete at this time; the two previously
deteoched rifle companies having been returned to its control, At the ear'iest
opoortunity,; the tanks were sent acrosa, and late in the -fternocon of 17th Septombtir
the P wur woved into VALEENBIRG, Ai‘ter’orossmg the two tank battalions the tas:

= 3o
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. Tagk Foroé B on the right,
ferces 1is¥ed above wers teocnstituteg/ Task Foros A in the center, and Task Force
C on the left, continued on to the NORTH!'AST.

The Combat Command was given the objeotive an the 18th of September of securing
the main rcad betwean GANGELT (X7867) and GITENKIRCHFN (K8664). - Task Parce A and C
continued their attaok and Task Force B (2d Bn, 418t AIR) attacked to the EAST and
NOPTEEAST forming the extreme right colum, The 65th AFA Hn was reassigned and
joined. By darkmess on the 19th of September, CC"A" hed acccmplished its miesion
‘in spite of ‘fierce resistance and heavy artillery fire, The GANGELT-.GTELENKIRCHEN
road was secured as far FAST us GILRATH, With the mission of proteoting the left
(MORTH) flark of XIE Corps, the Combat Command set up a strong defense and shortly
after pulling into this area the enemy launched a strong gounterattdck with a .
battalion of infantry from the 343rd Infantry Regiment and 8 self-propelled puns
supported by artillery By that time, lst Bn, 56th AR had esteblished an "all-
around defense™ at GIIRATH and the 2d Bn, 66th AR was moving iato NIERSTRASS and
onto the high ground to the EAST of there, The 14th AFA Air OP spotted the ocounter-
"attack developing and -by frequent reporting of the enamy’s . location ‘guided the tanks
of the 2d B, '66th AR around so they could hit the counterattacking foree in the
flank and rear, Seven of the SP guns were definitely knocked out and heavy losses
were inflioted on  the odmpletely disrupted enamy infantry,

During this advance and the days followins through the 19th of Septembsr, the N
Combat Copmand captured 1119 prigomers and killed approximetely 700, Vehiosles ‘
destroyed inoluded 7' Mark IV and Mark Vs, 52 vehiiales, 19 towcd anti-tank guns and
21 artillery pleces. : -

Combat Commend "A" held this defemse fucing NORTH and the SIEGFRIED line to the
EAST f'rom 19 September through the end of the month. The original moblle detense
plan (extending in a semi-oirole SWTH on unv side and WEST oo the other) arouad
“the town of GIIRATH, oaoe established, was maintained throushout this cdefensive’

period, 211 defensive fices and supoorting weapons weras registered in, and bbthl

L3 TN st st . \ e ; .

I’iald.az:tnlm v battalim}s of £C"3" (L d harrusging and interdictory fires or the

critioal p91mﬁs and soseible enews e3funly uwreas in Pront of tha positions, 7The
° X O~ & 1o veirm s iy gy I yoolyriay I S .

L 41 ': cneers il milnus o\ 7-u0b} (59 J,\Jh RETIaRS NIyt g.})o p()ss&cla avenues \'.‘.f.‘ h‘pprmh‘

Froguent patrols wars st oot Loth day and nleht, although during the fQrmer tho
pe.ruie recalved haary artillery fire siiloh limited thelr reconniissande to e
nirinnm, o

v Seomy sot’a durlsy tiie vremainder of (hig poriod wmitil 30 Sr:ptenﬁer. 1_13;,11,34'

to defeuslive t'ires from artillory and small «rmB. A considerstle m;'mbear of eneanmy .
deserters iu-rendered during this period, Tutal prisonars tsken e 67, killed Y "

appriximets) s 229, destroved “2 wehislew w:.d 12 assan lt guns, Tdentifioatiors

ins uded 178 ‘ntuntry Division and :83rd hfrotry Divisien (Polks Grenndiers),

@ 21 Scptembder the CP moved w0 w uor: central lcoation and the 7024 TD En

(= Comparies) was atiached to CC"A", L& materisl change was effested in de,casi .o
dispositions until the 2ld of Septounber when tho lst Bn, 41st AIR wa& atuached to
‘CC"A", This battelion was placed in the line in the GILRATH-NIRRSTKASS sector,

strengthening that soctor.

. Combat Command "A" formilated plans on the 2%h of Sthembér for the part
they would play in the exploitaticn of .o .'besakihrowgh” 4n the SIBGFRIED Liney s
end ‘preparsd for a turn-over- of thair def®neiveiresponeibility, The 7024 ¥p Ag= v

L \ -“.“.,“ .—‘ N

(-3 Cos) was relieved from GO"A" on'that day. = -