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HEADQUARTERS II CORPS
APO 302

AG 370 10 April 1943

SUBJECT: Report of Operations.

TO : Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

THRU : Commanding General, 18th Army Group.

Section I.....................Authority

Section II......................GeneralVSection III.......Operation, Ist Phase
Section IV ........ Operation, 2nd Phase
Section V ......... Operation, 3rd Phase
Section VI. Highlights of Operation
Section VII.......Results of Operation

SECTION I - AUTHORITY

In compliance with paragraph 10, A. R. 345-105, a report of opera-
tionb of the II Corps from 15 March to 10 April is hereby submitted.

SECTION 1I - GENERAL

1. CORPS DIRECTIVES. -- Under letter, 2 March, Hq. British First
Army, the C. G., II Corps was ordered toprepare forthwith an offensive
operation with the following objects:

a. To draw off reserves from the enemy forces facing Eighth
Army -

b. To enable our Air Forces to reoccupy advanced airfields
and thus aevelop the maximum support to help Eighth Army in its attack
on the MARETH - GABES position.

c To establish a forward maintenance center from which the
mobile forces of Eighth Army could draw to maintain the momentum of
their advance.

d. To be prepared to put the above plan into effect not later
than 15 March.

2. CORPS OBJECTIVE.--(See overlay on next page.) The II Corps,
under authority contained in letter referred to in par. 1, was given
the mission of:
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Report or Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943 (Continued).

a. Capturing GAFSA.

b. After its capture to secure and hold GAFSA, and with

troops not required for the defense of GAFSA to operate towards
MAKNASSY in order further to threaten the enemy's line of communica-

cation from GABES.

c. As an essential preliminary to the Operation, to establish

fighter aircraft on the THELEPTE airfields before 15 March.

d. To hold securely the passes between inclusive ABIOD and

SBIBA

3. COMMAND.--II Corps passed from under command British First

Army to command 18th Army Group, 8 March, 1943.

4. COMPOSITION II CORPS.--For this Operation, II Corps consisted

of 1st, 9th and 34th Infantry Divisions; Ist Armored Division; 13th

F.A. Brigade (reinforced by 5th Armored F.A. Group which arrived after

the Operation started); Ist Derbyshire Yeomanry (a British Reconnais-

sance Unit of two squadrons); 1st T.D. Group consisting of seven T.D.

Battalions (Five Battalions equipped with 75mm guns and two bat-

talions equipped with 33 guns); Corps AA consisting of four automatic

weapons battalions plus one extra battery, one 90mm battalion, and

three separate batteries; and Corps Service and Supporting Troops.

S SUPPORTING TROOPS:

a, Air. XII Air Support Command supported the Operation of

the II Corps throughout the operations.

b. French. Mobile French Forces, operating from the NEGRINE
area were on the right flank of the II Corps.

6. LOCATION OF ENEMY ON 15 MARCH. -- On 15 March, Rommel's main :

force, consisting of four Italian Infantry Divisions, two German In-
fantry Divisions, and the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions together with

supporting and service troops was believed to be concentrated along or
in support of the MARE TH position. The Centauro Division was believed
to be in the GAPS A area. Task forces held the passes at PAID, MAK-
NASSY, and FONDOUK. These positions were well-organized for defense.

The 19th Panzer was not definitely located but believed to be in Gen-

eral Reserve somewhere in the SPAX area.•

7. PLAN OF OPERATION. -- The plan for the Operation consisted of
having the 9th Infantry Division reinforced (-one CT) defend the passes
ABIOD - KASSERINE both inclusive; the 34th Infantry Division rein-
forced to defend the SBIBA PASS: the Ist Infantry Division reinforced
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Report of Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943 (Continued).

to move from BOU CHEBKA via FERIANA on GAFSA; and the 1st Armored
Division, with one CT of the 9th Infantry Division attached, to con-
centrate in an area 25 miles northeast of GAFSA prepared to operate
on MAKNASSY after 1st Infantry Divisionhad captured and secured GAFSA.
Light forces were to be placed at FERIANA and SBEITLA prior to 15 March
to cover airfields in the immediate vicinity.

SECTION III - OPERATION Ist PHASE

8. Prior to March 16th.--Although the operation was ordered by
18th Army Group to begin on 17th March, it was necessary prior to
15 March to move the Ist Infantry Division from MORSOTT to BOU CHEBKA,
and the 1st Armored Division from south of TEBESSA to KASSERINE. Al-
though these movements entailed a crossing of columns, concentration
of these two Divisions was completed without incident. A't this time
the 9th and 34th Divisions were occupying the positions they were
charged with defending. Light covering forces of the 9th Infantry
Division whre in position at FERIANA and SBEITLA, and the Derby Yeo-
manry performed Corps reconnaissance generally east of and along the
road GAFSA - SIDI BOU ZID.

9. MARCH 17th:

a. Under cover of darkness night 16-17 March, 1st Infantry
Division moved into forward assembly areas for attackon GAFSA. Attack
jumped off at 100 hours as scheduled.

b. The first operation was for the purpose of capturing and
securing GAFSA with a view to using it as a forward supply base for re-
supplying the Eighth Army on its move to the north. The Corps left
flank was to be secured by emplacing the 1st Armored Division in the
vicinity of DJEBEL SQUINIA. Owing to heavy rains and the uncertain
state of the 1st Armored Division route--a new road connecting THELEPTE
with the SIMf BOU ZID road and constructed by 19th Engineers in three
days--it was decided to start moving the 1st Armored Division on the
morning of 16 March. Col. Benson with a force consisting of one Med.
Tank Bn., one TD Bn., and one Bn. of self-propelled guns was moved to
an area southeast of SBEITLA on 15 March to provide flank security.

c. The 1at Infantry Division captured GAFSA at 1230 hours,
17 March. Italian garrison from Centauro Division withdrew without
offering serious resistance.

4. At 1510, 1st Infantry Division occupied LALA (3 miles
southeast of GAFSA. )

e. At 1630, patrol from 1st Armored Division entered ZANNOUCH.

..... .....
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10, 18th MARCH:

a. 1st Ranger Bn., attached to lot Infantry Division occupied
EL GUETTAR at 1600 hours.

b. 1st Armored Division closed up with CC'A' at ZANNOUCH

STATION, CCIBN in the vicinity of Dj EL HAFEY, and the rest of the
Division at SOUINIA.

11. 19th MARCH:

a. ist Infantry Division completed mopping up of GAFSA and

area to the southeast as far as EL GUETTAR, thus accomplishing original
mission.

b. 1st Armored Division in contact with enemy north of SENED

STATION.

c. Instructions received from Chief of Staff, 18th Army
Group, outlining future operations as follows:

(1) To hold GAFSA.

(2) To secure and hold heights east of MAKNASSY, and send
light armored raiding party to airfield at MEZZOUNA, to destroy in-

stallations and return.

(3) Large forces not to be passed beyond the line GAFSA -

MAKNASSY - FAID - FONDOUK.

(4) On passage of Eighth Army north of MAKNASSY, 9th In-
fantry Division to be turned over to British First Army to relieve

46th British Infantry Division on extreme left (north) flank of that
Army.

(5) II Corps aftet relief of the 9th Infantry Division to
attack FONDOUK from the west and southwest for the purpose of securing

the heights in that vicinity. 34th Infantry Division to side-slip to
the north and attack along the axis MAKTAR - PICHON. (This plan ap-
parently envisaged pinching out the II Corps after capture of the

FONDOUK heights.

12. 20th MAIdH:

a. 1st Armored Division, with 60thCT attached, attacked and
captured DJ GOUSSA and DJ MAJOURA overlooking SENED STATION. This 1

attack was to be assisted by CC"A" moving northeast from vicinity of
ZANNOUCH, but owing to bad state of road, little progress was made by :

6t
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CCA'. The attack of the remaindtr of the Division was successful
however and SENED STATION was occupied. Forces which were believed to
be defending the area SENED - MAKNASSY at this time included elements
of Kasta 0. B., 580th Rcn. Unit, elements 1st Afrika Artillery Regi-
ment, elements 131st Centauro Division, and 50th Special Brigade which
had been toughened considerably by the inclusion of key German person-
nel.

b. Orders issued to 1st Division to attackrearly 21 March and
capture commanding ground east of EL GUETTAR.

13. 21st MARCH:

a. tst Infantry Division attacked to the east and captured
the hills six miles east of EL GUETTAR. This attack was launched over
extremely rough terrain, but by clever maneuvering the Division suc-
ceeded in taking the enemy in flank. An intense artillery preparation
together with the surprise achieved by a night approach over the
rugged terrain, enabled the Division to capture with minor losses,
over 700 Italians of the vaunted 7th Bersaglieri Regiment and Centauro
Division.

b. 1st Armored Division advanced slowly on MAKNASSY.

14. 22nd MARCH:

a. 1st Armored Division captured MAKNASSY.

b. 1st Infantry Division executed local attacks to improve
posi tion.

c. Build up of enemy forces east and northeast of MAKNASSY.

d. Two Ju 88's and eight Me 109's bombed east and west of
MAKNASSY.

e. 1st Armored Division attacked during night against high
ground to east of MAKNASSY to secure Pass leading to MEZZOUNA. MAK-
NASSY shelled.

15. 23rd MARCH:

a. 1st Infantry Division counter-attacked by German 10th
Panzer Division and elements 131st Centauro Division wit$ at least
50 tanks of the Mark II, Mark IV, and Mark VI variety. The attack was
launched at 0600 hours by In fan try and tanks. Although some penetra-
tion of forward positions was made and two tanks came within sight of
a Regimental CP, the attack was repulsed by 0900 hours with heavy
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losses to the enemy. Preceded by four heavy dive bombing assaults,
the enemy attack was resumed at 1645 hours. On this second attack,
German infantry preceded the tanks. Again the 1st Division held to I
its position and inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy forcing him
to withdraw by 1900 hours. Our artillery and infantry fire was deadly
to the enemy. Only nine survivors of one enemy company were seen to
escape. Air bursts were used with devastating effect.

b. During the day at least 30 enemy tanks were put oat of.
action, of which 15 were later destroyed by Division Engineers. Our
losses, destroyed or put out of action, included six 1SSmm howitzers,
six 105mm howitzers, 24 TD half-tracks (75mm), and 7 TD M10's (3a).
The 1st Infantry Division in repulsing this strong German attack from
positions which had been prepared in a relatively short time demon-
strated clearly the ability of Infantry, properly supported, to with-
stand armored attacks supported by air, provided the defending unit
has the will to stay and fight. The performance of the 1st Infantry
Division on this day was in keeping with the finest traditions of the
United States Army.

C. Repeated attacks by 1st Armored Division against increas-
ing resistance. Heavy losses suffered.

16. 24th MARCH:

a. During night of 23-24 March and 24th March, local enemy
attacks supported by tanks were launched all along Ist Infantry Divi-
sion position. All of these attacks were repulsed. Over 600 prison-
ers were taken on 23rd and 24th March.

b. 1st Armored Division attacked but owing to continued enemy
build-up east of MAKNASSY wzs unable to capture the pass, although
Infantry elements succeeded in gaining a temporary foothold. Division
ordered to discontinue the attack and reorganize. During these ittacks
considerable casualties were suffered by both sides.

c. To insure security of GAFSA, one Medium Tank Bn., one Bn.
of Infantry from 9th Division, and one Bn. of Artillery were moved
into area between GAFSA and EL GUETTAR.

d. French on our south reported enemy entrenched BOU JERRA
opposite DJ. EDBEL.

17. 25th MARCH:

a. Col. Benson's flank group moved to a position 12 miles
from GAFSA.

8i
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b. Commanding General, 18th Army Group, arrived at CP and
issued instructions for future operations as follows:

(1) Use 9th Division in conjunction with ist Infantry
Division for an attack on the GAFSA - uABES axis with a view to open-
ing the pass north of hill 369 (near Kilometer Post 110) to permit
passage of 1st Armored Division. This attack to be in three phases
as follows:

(a) 1st Phase--Secure the road junction north of
DJEBEL BERDA and the hills north and south thereof.

(b) 2nd Phase--Secure position as far forward as the
pass between DJEBEL CHEMSI and DJEHEL BEH KREIR, thus opening the path
for the advance of 1st Armored Division to the vicinity of DJ. TEBAGA
FATNASSA.

(c) 3rd Phase--Advance of 1st Armored Division
through pass to DJ. TEBAGA from which it would operate against the
lines of communication of the Germans. (This phase to be initiated
only on order from 18th Army Group).

(2) To insure the integrity of MAKNASSY, one medium tank
bn., 60th CT, and two additional artillery battalions were to be left
in the vicinity of MAKNASSY.

(3) Firm base (ABIOD - SBIBA) to be moved to the line.GAFSA - SBEITLA.

(4) 34th Division to move from SBEITLA on FONDOUK.

(5) Attack to begin on 27th or 28th March depending on
when it could be mounted.

18. 26th MARCH:

Movements in preparation for attack. (9th Division to attack
on right of 1st Infantry Division).

19. 27th MARCH:

34th Division, leaving One CT less one bn. at SBEITLA, advanced
on FONDOUK with ittle opposition, This was the first time all four
divisions of II Corps were engaged simultaneously.

20. 28th MARCH:

a. Ist and 9th Infantry Divisions launched their attack at
daylight. Stiff resistance was encountered almost immediately from



CONFIDENTIAL

Report of Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943 (Continued).

mixed Italian and German units, largely from the Italian Centauro

Division and elements of the 10th Panzer Division who fought in care-

fully prepared defensive positions. The enemy apparently had spent

months of work on these defenses, some of which had been blasted out

of solid rock. Extensive use of wire and mines was made. The ex-

tremely difficult terrain provided one of the most formidable ob-

stacles of all. Mere climbing of the series of jagged and barren

volcanic peaks was a feat of considerable endurance. The men literally

wore shoes and clothing to shreds. The width of the sector, and the

great difficulties of supply and evacuation--pack mules and native

burros were used extensively--were deterring factors.

b. Commanding General, 18th Army Group visited CP, II Corps,

and expressed satisfaction over progress of attack.

c. Commanding General, 1st Armored Division ordered to leave

Hq. CCUAU at MAKNASSY to command defenses of that area. 81st Rcn. Bn.

and one Bn. of artillery ordered from MAKNASSY to olive groves west of"

GAFSA during night 28-29 March.

21. 29th MARCH:

a. General Holmes arrived from 18th Army Group with instruc-

tions as follows:

(1) Armored elements to be launched through 1st and 9th

Infantry Divisions during morning of 30th March.

(2) Only a portion of the 1st Armored Division to make

the attack--remainder to be located at SENED STATION and MAKNASSY.

(3) FAID PASS was to be left unguarded.

b. Col. Benson placed in command of Armored Task rorce to go

through 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions under corps control. His force

to consist of:

Two Bns. Medium Tanks
81st Rcn. En.

Two Armored FA Bns.
One TD Bn. (M-10)
One Co. Engrs.
One Mtzd En. 39th Inf. (9th Inf. Div.)
16 Setf-Propelled AT-AA Mounts
(Total of 160 miles of gasoline in armored

vehicles and trains.)

c. Corps Artillery and artillery of the 1st and 9th Infantry
Divisions moved forward to support Bqenson's attack.

10
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d. st Armored Division harassed by enemy artillery and
small infantry attacks.

22. 30th MARCH:

a. Benson attacked at noon and immediately ran into heavy
artillery fire and mines losing five tanks.

b. One Bn. 6th Armored Infantry ordered to Join Benson.

c. 34th Division encountering opposition.

d. Ist Bn., Ist Armored Regiment, upon arrival in theatre
from Oran where it had been reequipped, was ordered from TEBESSA to
SBEITLA.

23. 31st MARCH:

a. At 0600 hours Benson attacked with 3rd Bn., 39th infantry,
This Bn. attacked from a position on the right of the ist Infantry
Division, and by noon had made contact with left of 9th Division.

b. At 1245 hours, Benson launched combined attack of tanks
and infantry, broke through mines with loss of nine tanks and two
self-propelled TD's.

c. 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions ordered to renew attack at
1600 hours.

d. Commanding General, lst Armored Division ordered toput on
coordinated attack on left of MAKNASSY position to draw enemy away
from Ist and 9th Infantry Divisions. Attack launched at 1800 hours.

e. 8th Army reports enemy still holding AKARIT position.

f. Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, arrived at Corps CP.

24. 1st APRIL:

a. Ist Armored Division continued attack launched 31 March.

b. Heavy enemy air attack causing many casualties among
troops in EL GUErTAR area.

c. Benson Force again attacked but was met by heavy hostile
fire. Force withdrawn by direction Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group,
and Infantry Divisions ordered to continue attack to clear defile.

11
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d. Commanding General, 18th Army Group telegraphed that he

felt enemy in front would give way if pressure was continued. Orders

issued to 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions to initiate second phase of

operation as outlined by Commanding General, 18th Army Group, 25th

March.

e. 34th Infantry Division launched small scale Infantry

attacks and engaged in artillery duel. Considerable enemy air activity

in area.

SECTION IV - OPERATION 2ND PHASE

25. 2nd APRIL:

Second phase of the attack was started and the Ist and 9th

Infantry Divisions moved forward within their zones. Throughout the

day, action consisted of mopping up small pockets of enemy resistance.

The Armored Force under Benson, moved forward during the afternoon in

order to meet a possible counterattack by the enemy. This force

established contact by reconnaissance patrols with the lst and 9th

Infantry Divisions. At 1130 hours 32 tanks which had been seen by

artillery observers from hill 574 were taken under fire by three Bns.

of the 13th F.A. Brigade. This fire continued at intervals throughout

the day. Five direct hits were observed and personnel dispersed.

Heavy winds in the vicinity of THELEPTE airfields prevented air support

until late afternoon.

26. 3rd APRIL:

a. Attack of 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions continued in

face of stiff opposition.

b. Ist Infantry Division operating against troops identified

as Germans reached objective prior to raerk.

C. 9th Infantry Division continued to battle for hills 772

and 369, suffering many casualties from the enemy's well-prepared

posi tions.

d. Benson Force remained ready to push through 1st and 9th

Infantry Divisions at the earliest opportunity.

e. Air Marshal Tedder, Lt. General Spasatz, and Brig. General

Williams, visited CF. I I Corps, to confer on Air Support. At 1500

hours, during conference, CP, II Corps was bombed.

f. 1600 hours - a delegation of distinguished Turkish

officers visited CP, II Corps.

12
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g. Enemy attempted to remove disabled tanks from battlefield.
Our artillery opened fire and four tanks were observed burning. No
tanks were removed at this time.

h. Brig. Holmes, 18th Army Group arrived with directive for
future opetations which was as follows:

(1) FONDOUK operation to be carried out under command
Commanding General, 9th British Corps, by 34thrU.x S. Infantry Division
considerably reinforced, 128th British Infantry' Wrligade, and 6th
Armored Division.

(2) In addition to Corps Artillery groupment supporting
34th Division, one additional light FA Bn. and one Medium FA Bn. to be
dispatched to 34th Division night 4-5 April.

(3) Although FONDOUK operation now had Ist priority,
every effort to be made to contain enemy in EL GUETTAR area by con-
tinuing to threaten break-through.

(4) MAKNASSY front to be maintained aggressively, and
early warning received of enemy withdrawal.

(5) Regiment of 34th Division at SBEITLA to be relieved
by one Infantry Bn., reinforced.

(6) As soon as Eighth Army succeeded in breaking through
AKARIT position, 9th Infantry Division to move to 5 British Corps to
take over part of the front near the sea.

27. 4th APRIL:

a. 133rd CT ordered to join 34th Division after being
relieved at SBEITLA by 3rd Bn., 26th Infantry reinforced under command
of Colonel J. J. B. Williams, F.A.

b. 1st Derby Yeomanry ordered to join 9th British Corps after
being relieved by 9th Rcn. Troops and reconnaissance elements of 601st
and 805th TD Bns.

c. 9th Infantry Division continued attack on LITTOUCHI but
unable to capture objective.

ci. 1st Infantry Division conducted vigorous patrolling
during day.

e. Benson force operated during day against enemy strong
points, losing one tank and several men.

13
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28. 5th APRIL:

a,. Evidence of considerable enemy activity observed in front

of Ist and 9th Infantry Divisions during day. Just prior to dark,

enemy tanks and artillery observed moving southeast along southern

slopes Dj. BERDA.

b. Troops disposed tomeet possible enemy thrust around south

flank or to follow up enemy withdrawal should threat prove to be a

feint only.

29. 6th APRIL:

a. Early indications of withdrawal of some enemy elements

during night 5-6 April.

b. Ist and 9th Infantry Division ordered to attack and secure

general north and south line through grid easting Y415.

c. Ist Armored Division launched attack against DJEBEL

MAIZTLA and high ground to the east.

d. 1st Infantry Division gained objective prior to dark, but

9th Infantry Division suffered considerable casualties in attacking

hill 369 and failed to reach objective. 9th Division ordered to

withdraw and reorganize under cover of darkness.

e. Benson Force moved forward at 1400 hours and by dark had

reached north-south grid line Y-4S.

f. Eighth Army attacked AKARIT position.

SECTION V - OPERATION, 3RD PHASE

30. 7th APRIL:

a. Ist Armored Division continued attack against DJEBEL

MAIZTLA•

b. Colonel Martin, British Liaison officer delivered message

from Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, the gist of which is as follows:

That General Alexander is convinced that the big moment
has now arrived for us to give a maximum of aid to the efforts

of the British 8th Army. That we must push our armor out into

EL GUETTAR section and must be prepared to accept casualties.

Everything must be done to push forward.

14
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c. 0930 hours--Benson ordered by Corps Commander to take his

whole force and push vigorously until he reached the Mediterrpnean or

until he made contact with the Germans.

d. 1610 hours--Benson Force having driven 20 miles east of

boundary between IT Corps and Eighth Army, made contact with elements

of X Corps, British Eighth Army.

e. Over 1000 prisoners taken by Benson Force.

f. 1940 hours--Brig. Holmes, of 18th Army Group, ordered that"

Benson Force be halted and withdrawn west of Corps boundary.

g. Move of 9th Infantry Division from BOU CHEBKAarea delayed
to not earlier than 10 April.

31. 8th APRIL:

a. Attack of 9th British Corps against FONDOUK jumped off.

*b. Ist Armored Division captured DJEBEL MAIZTLA. One MG

company consisting of over 100 men was captured.

c. II Corps began clearing mines and establishing communi-

cation along the axis GAFSA - GABES.

d. EneuW pressure at MAINASSY eased considerably.

e. 9th Infantry Division began movement to BOU CHEBKA area.

f. Commanding General, 1st Armored Division ordered to be

prepared to attack FAID by early morning, 10th April (time of attack

to be given later).

g. Boundary assigned II Corps ran north and south through

high ground east of MAKNASSY, FAID, and FONDOUK. Upon inquiry by

Commanding General, II Corps, this boundary was considered to include

to II Corps eastern exit of FAID PASS.

32. 9th APRIL:

a. MAKNASSY area evacuated by enemy.

b. Benson Force moved to SBEITLA AREA for concentration with

remainder 1st Arucred Division.

c. 9th Infantry Division less 60th CT completed assembly in

BOU CHEBKA area.

15
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d. On receipt of orders from Commanding General, 18th Army
Group, one Bn. of Engineers less one company was dispatched to 9th
British Corps.

e. As s result ofa conference between Commanding General, II
Corps, and Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, the following instructions
were issued by Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group:

(1) II Corps to operate on extreme north of allied force.

(2) II Corps initially to consist of 9th and 34th Infantry
Divisions (34th Division to be available after completion of FONDOUK
offensive), and one armored combat command together with necessary
corps service and supporting troops.

(3) Remainder of 1st Armored Division to train and refit,
and join II Corps later.

(4) Ist Infantry Division to be assembled and await orders
for special assignment.

(5) That if everything went well at FONDOUK, FAID attack
would not take place.

(6 Ist Armored Division to be held in SBEITLA area until
completion of FONDOUK operation.

(7) Proposed objective for II Corps on north front was
given as BIZERTA. Commanding General, II Corps emphasized the neces-
sity of assigning II Corps an objective important enough to assure
full recognition of the part United States Army Forces have played
during the entire Tunisian campaign.

f. Attack of 34th Infantry Division successful and 6th
Armored Division effected break-through in FONDOUK area.

33. 10th APRIL:

a. FAID area evacuated by enemy. Ist Armored Division began
clearing pass of mines and booby traps.

b. MAKNASSY PASS cleared. Orders issued for 60th CT to
rejoin 9th Infantry Division.

c. II Corps troops being regrouped preparatory to move north
for new offensive.
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SECTION VI - HIGHLIGHTS OF OPERATION

34. G-2 ACTIVITIES.- A detailed report of G-2 activities is in

preparation and will be rendered separately.

35. OUR LOSSES AND REPLACEMENTS:

a. Personnel Losses:

(1) During the operation, personnel losses Amounted to a

total of 5893 cf which 794 were killed, 4071*wounded seriously enough

to evacuate, and 1028 missing. The total number who were wounded but

not seriously enough to evacuate is still unknown. Losses were

distributed as follows:

1ST ARMORED DIVISION

IST INFANTRY DIVISION INCLUDING 60TH CT
K W M K W M

Officers 6 43 5 9 64 3

E. M. 120 973 154 295 1201 113

126 1016 159 304 1265 116

9TH INFANTRY DIV. (-) 34TH INFANTRY DIV.

K W M K W M
5 40 18 21 59 10

138 823 342 200 868 333

143 863 360 221 927 393

* Of this number, 51 have since died.

(2) Losses suffered by 1st Infantry Division on 23 March

when attacked by 10th Panzer Division amounted to 19 killed, 146

wounded and 38 missing.

b. Personnel Replacesents.--During the operation total

replacements of 159 officers and 3504 enlisted men were delivered

to units.

c. Nateriel Losses.--During the course of the operation,

considerable equipment was damaged or destroyed as a result of combat
but no equipment was captured by the enemy. Principal losses were

as follows:

Medium Tanks 20

Light Tanks 5
Half-track Vehicles 10
Gr'neral Purpose Vehicles 30
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Artillery pieces 4
SeIf-Propelled Guns 15
Mortars 16
Machine Guns 24

d. Nater el Replacements .-- The losses listed in Par. c.,
above, have been largely reo-laced by new or repaired equipment.
Certain critical items, particularly tanks, are extremely difficult to
replace. Detailed reports of the status of equipment are now in
process, and steps are being taken to refit units with mimimum delay.

36. ENEMY LOSSES:

a. Personnel:

(1) A total of 4680 prisoners of war were taken. Of this
number, 4200 were Italians and 480 Germans.

(2) It is impossible to estimate with any degree ofaccuracy the number of killed and wounded suffered by the enemy, but
they were without doubt considerable. Tales of prisoners of war and
wireless intercept indicated terrific punishment by our troops--
particularly our artillery. The German is very methodical in evacuat-
ing his dead and wounded from the battlefield. Except in the direst
emergency, he never abandons them. Therefore, when a position is
taken, there is usually little evidence to. indicate the extent he has
suffered. Likewise, the dead are rarely buried in large cemeteries
near the front. In the course of a trip from GAFSA to GABES on 8th
April, Lt. Col. Russell F. Akers, Jr., G-3 Section, this Headquarters,
noticed a considerable number of German graves along that road. These
were later investigated and found to number approximately 800.

b. Natertel Losses by the gne.wy.--It is still too early to
determine accurately the loss of equipment inflicted on the enemy.
When he withdrew to the north he was seen to be towing a number of
vehicles and tanks. As in the case of his dead and wounded, he is
very thorough in clearing the battlefield of equipment prior to a
withdrawal. Estimated enemy equipment damaged and destroyed is as
follows:

GROUND TROOPS - AIR
Vehicles......... .. 200 650
Tanks........... 69 59
Field Pieces. ........ I0
Machine Guns...........5S0
Small Arms............ 4000
Mor tars................7 5
Ammunition............. 1500 tons
AT and Personnel Mines. 45000
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Planes:

Destroyed................58 113

Probable ........ 53 27

Damaged ......... 74

37. LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS.--Due to the tremendous area over which

the operation was waged. and the wide dispersal of troops, the supply

problem was difficult from the start. As an additional handicap, the

blowing of bridges along the FERIANA - GAFSA railroad, and the KASS-

BRINE - SBEITLA railroad, both by our troops during an earlier with-

drawal and again by the Germans during their withdrawal, necessitated

the use of truck haulage for all supplies. From TEBESSA to GAFSAa daily requirements amounted to about 1000 tons. Some of the supply

problems which confronted the Corps are outlined below.

a. Quartersas ter:

CLASS I

Moved from TEBESSA TO GAFSA..................2214 Tons

Moved from TEBESSA to KASSERINE................ 795 Tons

CLASS III
80 Octane 87 Octane Total

Moved from TEBESSA to GAFSA...... 692,080 gal. 270,430 gal.

" Moved from TEBESSA to KASSERINE . 275,090 gal. 75,080 gal.

Total haulage in gallons..............................1,312,680

Total haulage in tons....... . ........................ 4,624

SERVICES

Laundry...............................................119,785 Pieces

Sterilization and bath.................. 10,151 Baths

Shoe Repair.......................... 5,624 Pairs

Bakery..........................604,800 Pounds

SALVAGE TO INCLUDE APRIL 3

Shipped to OULED RAHMOUN or CONSTANTINE..............770 Tons

Salvage Materiel on Hand...............................547 Tons

b. Ordnance:

I AMMUNITION

Total Ammunition Moved from TEBESSA to GAFSA............. 8,576 Tons

Total Ammunition Expenditure by Troops.................. 8,226 Tons

Maximum Ammunition Handled by Amom. Co. in 24 hr. period. •. 30 Tons

19 per man.
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Report of Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943, (Continued).

c. Engineer:

Railroad Track Constructed.. ................... 2 Miles
Railroad Bridges Repaired......................2
New Roads Constructed..................... 70 Miles
Road Bridges Rebuilt .0..0.a.......a......... 2
Road Craters Repaired......................4
Mines Laid......................... 23,000

d. Nedical:

(1) EVACUATION FROM DIVISIONS.--Two Medical Bns. were
utilized for this purpose but owing to long distances and rough roads
they were hard pressed. Trucks were utilized extensively in augment-
iag ambulances. Additional litter bearers were furnished from Corps
Medical units to forward units in the EL GUETTAR area to assist in
evacuating wounded at night from the mountains.

(2) HOSPITALIZATION.--The hospital facilities of the
48th Surgical, the 77th Evacuation, and the 9th Evacuation Hospitals
proved nearly inadequate to handle the large number of casualties
during the period. It became necessary to lower the evacuation policy
on all these units and to evacuate to the Communication Zone a large
number of casualties who might have been retained in the area until
ready to be returned to duty.

(3) TOTAL ADMISSIONS TO HOSPITALS--IS MARCH TO 10 APRIL.
(Diseased, injured, and wounded in action--including
allies and enemy).............................6370

Died after Admission . . . 63

(4) TOTAL EVACUATED TO COMMUNICATIONS ZONE..... 4749

(5) METHOD OF EVACUATION:

By Road. .......... 1742
By Air ......... 1955
By Rail1 ......... 1052

Total 4749

38. SIGNAL COMMUNICATIONS. -- Signal operations during this phase
of the Tunisian Expedition were carried oult over a front of approxi-
mately 170 kilometers wide and 120 kilometers deep. A few of the
highlights of achievements accomplished by signal troops are as
fol lows :

20

r



CONFIDENTIAL

Report of Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943, (Continued).

a. Wire:

Wire miles rehabilitated................4674 Miles
Total construction wire miles (rehabilitation) . 582 Miles
Poles set (rehabilitation). . ............ 750 Miles
Circuit miles (maintained)............2337 Miles
Wire miles British Multi-Airline constructed . . 420 Miles
Miles installed of Spiral Four Cable............65 Miles

b. Radio:

(1) At one stage of the operation, eight radio circuits
were operated from the Corps CP. These circuits included twenty-nine

radio stations scattered throughout TUNISIA.

(2) As special forces were set up, it was necessary to
furnish radio and cipher teams to units in which these were not
organically included. At one time a total of six radio teams from the

53rd Signal Bn. were serving with other headquarters.

(3) Radio traffic was consistently maintained over great
distances. The maximum distance over which a circuit was operated was

4S0 miles.

C. Signal Cente rs.--Because of the wide front and the
necessity for Corps control of the long lines, it became essential
that we install and operate signal centers at the key points within
the area. Signal centers consist essentially of a switchboard, a
message center transfer point, and messenger service. At one time we

had as many as five of these signal centers operating over the area in
addition to the normal CP installations. They proved to be invaluable
because units of the Corps soon learned to look for them and tie
themselves into the communication system very shortly after they
arrived at any new location.

d. Messenger Service.--Because of the long distances between
the various headquarters, there was an unusually heavy load on the
motor messenger service. During part of the operation, the Corps

messengers were making a 300 kilometer round trip to the flank divi-

sion. This brought up the necessity for Cub plane messenger service
and it has been so recommended.

e. Pigeon service .-- During the operation, pigeon service was
available from front line units back to lofts in FERIANA and TEBESSA.
A pigeon messenger brought back the first news of the re-occupation

o f GAFSA.
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39. ARTILLERY:

a. Organization for Combat:

(1) 1st Inf. Division:

(2) 9th Inf. Division:

(3) 34th Inf. Division:

(4) ist Armd Division:

(5) Corps Artillery:

3 light battalions, 105mm how-
itzer.

1 medium battalion, 155mm how-
i tzer.

3 light battalions, 105mm how-
i tzer.
1 medium battalion, 155mm how-
i tier.

3 light battalions, Br. 25
pounder.

2 medium battalions, 155mm how-
itzer.
I heavy battalion, 155mm gun.

7 light battalions, 105mm how-
i tzer. (6 of these armd and one
towed 105mm howitzer).
(2 armd FA ns. were later de-
tached and placed in support of
Benson Force operating under
Corps control).

I heavy battalion, 155mm gun
2 medium battalions, 155mm how-
i tzer.
I Obsn. battalion

(6) Total number of guns: Heavy - 24
Med. - 72
Light -228

b. Assunittion expended.--(Does not include Artillery of
34th Div. )

105 How 155 How 155 Gun

Total expended ......
Maximum in one day.....
Average per day.......
Number guns ........

Maximum per gun one day
Average per gun per day

22

138,267
20,001

5 ,761
206
97

28

14,916
2, 775

622

48

58

13

3,953
545
165
24

23
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Report of Operations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943, (Continued).

c. Results accomplished:

(1) Casualties caused by artillery fire cannot be deter-

mined but prisoners of war report that the massed fires of our artil-

lery was morale-shattering even to battle-wise veterans. They also

reported that our time shell caused an unusual number of casualties.

(2) Counterbattery fire was very successful throughout
the engagement. Batteries were located quickly by our observers and

silenced in short order.

(a) The work of the 1st Obsn Bn 13th F.A. Brigade
was outstanding throughout all phases of the operation. Prior to the

attack of the Ist Infantry Division on 17 March, small survey parties
worked well forward in the face of hostile rssistance and effected an

accurate survey control which was effectively used by the Division

Artillery during the early phase of the operation.

(b) This unit continued to carry forward the

established survey control with the progress of the action. Upnn ar-

rival of the 9th Infantry Division and a portion of the 13th F.A.
Brigade for the ensuing phases of the operation, a common survey

control was established for all artillery units within the sector.

(c) Aggressive observers, situated on vantage

points well to the front with excellent communications, were able to

adjust artillery fire on important targets for artillery units of the

Ist and 9th Infantry Divisions as well as for units of the Corps
Artillery Brigade. Flash and Sound equipment installed at these

observing points furnished accurate counterbattery data for use by the

Corps Counterbattery Section.

(d) In addition, the observation facilities of this

unit furnished valuable information relative to the location of

friendly front line infantry units with respect to the survey control

established within division areas. This data in the form of coordi-
nate locations was accomplished, after prearrangement, through the use
of flares fired by infantry units and observed and plotted at the

Observation Battalion OP's. This service was of vital importance
inasmuch as the rugged terrain over which front line units were

operating rendered exact location of Infantry positions an almost

impossibility due to the inaccuracy of maps available.

(3) B~y massing the fires of five or six battalions on
tank concentrations we were able to stop their attacks almost as soon

as they formed up. At no time during the engagement were enemy tanks

able to pass through the artillery and tank destroyer fire and overrun

our infantry.
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(4) A well-organized system of communications and survey
made it possible to centralize under the Corps Artillery Officer the
control of all artillery, except that supporting the 1st Armored
Division at MAKNASSY sector and that supporting the 34th Division in
its advance on FONDOUK. This system was so flexible that any observer
in the EL GUETTAR sector could adjust any battery in the Corps and
bring the fires of all artillery in the Corps to bear on the adjusted
point if the target called for such amass of fire. The centralization
of the artillery in no way interfered with the mission of battalion
commanders to give close support to the infantry. On the other hand,
it did permit battalion commanders to call for and get additional
artillery support at any time.

(5) In the MAKNASSY area seven battalions of light
artillery reinforced by a battery of 155mm M-l guns performed direct
and general support missions and counterbattery, all of which were
performed with effectiveness. The 155mm M-1 guns were particularly
effective in denying the MAZZOUNA Airfield to enemy aircraft. Some
enemy planes were destroyed shortly after landing on the field. The
German 170mm with a range capability of 32,000 yards was the only
enemy weapon in the area that could not be effectively neutralized.

d. Detailed Report.--A detailed report of employment of field
artillery will be submitted to CG, Army Ground Forces at a later date.

40. SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS BY XII AIR SUPPORT COMMAND:

Our operation during the entire period was brilliantly sup-
ported by the XII Air Support Command. Missions were flown under the
most difficult of conditions, and every effort was made to furnish II a
Corps close and continuous air support. A more detailed report of the
achievements of this fine organization is undoubtedly in the process
of preparation.

SECTION VII - RESULTS OF OPERATION

41. DIRECTIVE FOR OPERATION.--Under authority letter 2 March, Hq.
British First Army, II Corps was directed to prepare an offensive to
begin about 15 March and designed to: (1) Draw off reserves from
Eighth Army; (2) To enable air forces to utilize forward airfields,
and (3) To provide a forward maintenance centre from which mobile
forces of Eighth Army could draw to maintain the momentum of their
advance. Specific objectives were assigned as follows:

a. Capture and securing of GAFSA.

b. Operation towards MAKNASSY in order to threaten enemy line
of communication from GABES.
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C. Outposting of THELEPTE airfields prior to 15 March to

permit fighter aircraft to operate from them.

d. To hold securely the passes between inclusive ABIOD and

SBIBA. Supplementary instructions were issued throughout operation,

but these did not change the basic mission given II Corps.

42. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED:

a. Atrfields.--Airfields were outposted prior to 15 March.

Our air forces operated from these airfields throughout operation

O without threat of ground attack.

b. ?ir- Base.--The passes inclusive ABIOD to SBIBA were held

by us throughout the operation and never threatened.

c. GAPSA.--GAFSA was captured by Ist Infantry Division 17

March. EL GUETTAR 12 miles southeast of GAFSA, was occupied on 18

March. Shortly thereafter supplies began moving into GAFSA for the

British Eighth Army. GAFSA was securely held throughout the operation.

d. MNAXASSY.--The operation of the 1st Armored Division

towards MAKNASSY so.as to threaten enemy's line of communication was

launched on schedule and MAKNASSY was captured on 22 March. Although

the heights east of MAKNASSY were never completely taken, the Ist

Armored Division continued to threaten enemy's line of communication

and hold in that area a large number of enemy troops which might have

5been engaged elsewhere.

e. TOTAL ENNY FOROESgENGAGED.--Inciuding the operation of

the 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions and armored elements in the EL

GUETTAR area, the 1st Armored Division attacks in the MAKNASSY area,

and the advance of the 34th Infantry Division under II Corps control

on FONDOUK, it is conservatively estimated that a total of 37,000

enemy combat troops were engaged by II Corps and rendered unavailable

for service elsewhere. These were disposed as follows:

(M. (1) EL GUETTAR.--Centauro Division, 2/3 10th Panzer

Division, one Combat Command 21st Panzer Division, reinforced by

smaller combat units for a total of 19,600.

(2) MAKNASSY.--50th Special Brigade, 1/3 10th Panzer

Division, Regt. 104th POR, 501st Panzer Battalion, KOB, 580th Rcn.
Bn., elements 70th Bersaglieri, andmaller units for a total of 10,700.

(3) FAID.--TwO battalions (one tank and one infantry)-

1,200.
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(4) FONDOUK. -- Elements of 999th Division, 2 Marsch
Battalions, one Arab volunteer battalion, German Reconnaissance units,
24th Battalion 5th Bersaglieri, Battalion of 774th Regt. (Italian),
Battalion of Superga Division, and smaller units for a total of 5,250.
The above figures do not include, of course, the considerable number
of enemy aircraft which the enemy operated against units of the II
Corps, and which were not available for service elsewhere.

43. CONDUCT OF TROOPS.--The conduct of our troops under the most
difficult of terrain obstacles, and in the face of a crafty and
experienced enemy operating from carefully prepared positions, was
courageous and unfaltering. Their valorout conquest have caused the
enemy to fear them. Likewise their courageous expolits have earned
for them the respect of their brothers in arms of other nations.
By their deeds of the past twenty-five days they have added luster to
the imperishable laurels and proud record of the United States Army.

u. S. PATTON, JR.,

Lt. General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.

P-845-0-C&OSs-24 Aug 43-150
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SC TION
SCION
SECTION
SECTION
SECTION

I - rLL SATIN TASK FWE
II - OXUSELTIA VAaE SME& DIVEP
iII - SIDI BOU LID - aFA
IV - KASSFRINE VALLEY TIUST
V - AILNISTRATIVE

JIF'l Qh1MS I CORP

j 1. Eq, II Corps, undor verbal authority AFHQ, was selected to Rha ttexcute operation SATIN. Tho initial studios for operation SATIN to1 Januazy 7 3 were preparud by Fifth Arq under the direction of AF3.

e o II Corps staff assembled for tho planningof Operatie weSof 2hors, 31 Decumbor 1912 at the Aleander Hotel, City of A.
* ".pon its arrival at Algiers, thc staff was given the ision of p-eflln" hruo inn "A", "B', and "C". Final choice as to which of thi throc plans:

A", ror "C", to be: put into effect was to be made by thte C-in-C, AFHQ.Plars "A" "B", aM "C" al required an initial concentration of the MTP3TISK FE In the I3SA - KASSERIE arua. In Plan "A" , the SATIN TASKF'as to eiee and hold the Port of SFAX, prupared to operate northwest i thedirection of SOSE. In Plan "B", the SATIN TASK FORCE was to'sles am hold#gjir$, prepared to operate north tard SFAX. In Plan "C" the SATIN TASKFORCE o advance on and capturo KAIROUAU, . After socuring KAIROUAN theforcu wan to advance on and capturo SOUSSE, being prepared to destroy Ieport, bridgus, utilities, etc., if forced to withdraw.

3. The SATIU T'SK FORCZ was diructly under the ccnmand of AIIQ as of1 January 1943. For this operation, the force consisted of tho following
major mit&

}ktadquarters II Corps
1st krorud Division plus 701st TD Bn.
243rd CA Bn. (-1 Plat. Dtry A) and 2nd Bn., 16th od. Ro.gt

attached.
26th RCT plus 5th F.A. En. and 501Bt TD En. attached
XII Air Support Camnand.

Supporting troops consistud of the French Constantine Division. r U

~.rt of Oerations II Corps fra 1 January 1943 to 15 March 19 ishoIQ b udttod in cwliace ith paragrph 10, AR 345-105:

4. D--Doyfor 22 Janur for thu .xkcution of tho SATIU OPERATION mas tentatively nt
1943. Prior to l-Day, the uneu rushed roinforcements au ilJ -

-l-.-

a- ao

9
:By Authority of :
sCO, II Corm.
: Initials Qf.
saDates 2
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Report of Operatimu d Ii >ros, 2 May 1A3 (Cont!
supplies to Tunisia via T'rJIS, 3L 2T,- SOU{FW and SAX. D ne reinforce-

ents -were arrivi, -i t t.e rate "a:.rori s:ately 80 per day, pri..oi-ally
by air. Supplier wcre s.Lip.ed by sea &,d so..ae &piLeas were .rar.-K'ipped
from SFAX and SOUSSE to TFIP CLI for t~le use off RO. ZL'S tsn.I:ik cTS wich

.Ims hard-pressed by the British Zighth Arra. The ener.,'s int:niion at
this tirw was to :eep the eastern coast plains from TjIS to TRIVOLI open
for a joining of the TUWISIANi 'orces and the :JTIKA Coa'PS. A north and
souti. ranbe of o.ftains, knn as the EALSZRJ DOflSALE, overlooks this
coastal corridor. Prior to D-Day the eneqw's defensc of the 2ASTL :: DOIALZ
in the proposed SATIW TASK FORCl zone of action was based Lenerally on the
occupation of a series of dotached positions corcanirin the four irin approach-
os at ruwOi, .wma iizu, i:aMSSY, and EL OUDTTAR. Behind those out-
posts, as of 10 Janauary, at DOTJ IMADI at at JA rCJCIiIIE, were approx-
iAlately two battalions of mixed Gorman and Italian troops. These battalions
were capable of reinforcing tho outposts within 12 hours. Ener reinforce-

$nts continued to arrive at the rate of apprwciately 00 per day.

5. Q n5 January 19k,, the SATIU Staff roved from ALGIE to CCRSTA%.'r-
Lt to continue plans of the SATIM Operation. hile the plans were being
drin from 1 January to 17 January1 troops under the SATI1I TASK FORCE were
wd to initial concentration areas behind the British First Art . Thes t

aas re as follows: 1at Arrwrod Division in the areas TBC10S1K and
0) SSOUIN; j.J2.M2 in the areas Q3Iu1 and Aflh M'ILIA; and service troops
in the areas OETAUT13 at BE . These concontrations were preparato--
to concentration in the B SA - KASS=INE area. A secondary mission ofgsdqt8b lines of corxunicatiqns for the British First Arnw was assigned
to theSATIn C troopd in these areas* A mali infantry and paratroop
face uader Col l U was at this time operating in the GAFSA - EL GET-
TAR M 6 area.

6& V." i the abom concentrations were goin, on, a reserve of 10 days'
snLe. of-all classes was built up in the TEBLSSA - KASSflIE area prior
t. D.ly. !Mtplios were draw. from the British First Army and from theowl s AWW areas. The SATIJ. TASK FOWZ assumed the responsibility
for We&tstratim eut of the line TE CA - IJIRSTT.

1 Anuinoor depot was establishod in tho vicinity of TE MS prior
to D4W. Vater supply was the resposibility of cotxandors concerned,
tth Inforation as to available wator supply points baing furnishod by,
th n Officor. ater distributing points w ro astablishod after Do-

bY w the Wter Suppl Cammny.
,,., 8. lilitafly, On ;flcuation hospital atd medical supply depot were

establshed in ttv vicinity of CO:3 TAsII. C*W medical battalion was os-
!'Ltablisbed under Corps control in ,the vicinity of TEBESSA and a second mdi-
L:\," 4 battlio a , ataced to the 1st Anred Division.F . Tb. SATIN TASK FCC amaunition supply point was established at
it ESA atd aintained a stock of foxr units of fire. Forwad a=mition

*smpply points wore istablished close behind combat troops thrvoughout opera-
:' tions and a ons- mit-of-f ire level maintained. The Provisional Ordnance

m+ . aoup provided baane ordnance iaitenanco service to all units. Ten

~ ~ ~C mom l, I ed awe III suppliao were assora+blod in TEB SeU and a sigaafl es-absed prigo D-oDsy.
. 6% a,+"
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104. Stfc"tvedark, 17 J &7 SATIN FORC tropsanm
froms Q anfl -soGUEMarea o rs&0'.= S z11 nz - S3Z1U4 arma#k
lb., 26th Infa r foroed, was in GAP aroa and 2nd ., 26th lt. S

11. nv ground forces during 17 Jamar to 21 Jsnry In t S
of th0 to (MDZS (inclusve) wore at ed to be equivalat
to W stroa. division copoed of Italian Infanty snd armdel
ro oroed by minor ulemnnts of Garmn infanty x a fte. th

( o 5040 of ene reiraforcownts remainrd i onstant at about 800 per o Ar
roed strunath in this arca was about 100 to 115 light andetdium to@

exclusive of the tank strength of the 10th Panzer Division which W 1--rth
of KAIROA. on 21 January, s aAotally, one day prior to SATIN D-D,
tileae. successfully disrupted the French front, secured O PAI
and penetrated down t 0 PAlE - RBAA VALLEY. AFVQ- =aaYte or-
dered d postponsnt of the execution of SATIN Operation. Due to t abv,
Gencral Ward, comanding the t Armored Division, initiated a r n-
sancoe by direction of General Freduandafl and roconde that the SATIN
Plan be carriod out as of the 22 Jauary as planned with minor aitnta
to moot the changed situation.

SECTIOIf-oWOSSELT.VIAJ2Z :S2UDKDI.r'OK

1, A direCtivU issued 1200 houres 21 January# by AFHQs signed b
G eneral Truscott was received. A M-rw of this dirotive was an follow,.si

+) "FollowrinG masures will be i CMpl nted irn ately to chock Germn offun-
sire. Elements First Arm undor British command% will operate southeast
adsouth in directim ROB and OUED ML KEIR northoast of RMA to cut
off and block encwm advance. General Robinott' s Force (CC"B" slet Armd.
Div.) is placed under coruaand General Juin for operations cast or wst of
GpjjMDORSI..LE as situation requires. Ti-s forco will be mployed as com-
plate unit under General Robinott and not split into dutacints. Oemoral
Juin will notify all concomncd as early as possible of mission assignod to
this force. General Frodundall will reconstitute reserve including armored
unitsarad artillery in area SBZITLA to be eml.ployod under ,his canaztd in su',-
port of French sectors FOJDOUK and PICO'T. operations are being coordinatod
wi thGeneral Juin."

2. To meet this t hreat from the north, CC'B" was dispatche to the
OUt.SZLTIA VML&W/ . 2nd En., 26th Infantry (plus 33rd FA En.) mrho to
MA KTAR night 21-22 January. General Wordz reconstituted a forco from the
1st Armored Division at SBZITL\t similar to CC"B", night 21-22 January pe
pared to attack FO!IDOUK 23 January and observing FOrIDOUK, IUJCIISSY n

F ~approaches to G tFS from GABES. With thu dissolution of the SATITI FCC,
thu junction of theo AFRIKAi CORPS and the unuw forces in Tunisia hocuse
inevitable.

3. Colonel Fecliet, corndin& infantry troops in OYJSSETLX, VALLU
area, assembled h~is .torc in the vicinity of :.WITAR. The 2nd En., 26th

Infantry and 33rd F Bn. rcached MAKT;R by daylight, 22 January. The 1st
Bn., 16th Inf., marched from CCa i *A to "UTAR night 22-23 January. Cotat
Co.and "IA" had assembled in tie vicinity of SBZITItU by daylight, 22 January.
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ft ofcerationas !g II Cor, 2 Maj 1943 (Continued).

4. In compliance with latter, AFIQ Advanced Con-mand Post, datod 24 Janu-
ary 1.t3, the II Corps (sATIn FOfocz) was attached to the British First ArQ
an the CoLinding General, British First Arry, Gonral Andersonp made respon-
sible for the orployment of ,merican troops in accordance with concral policios

0ade laiou by the C-in-C. In accordance with lt Army Instructin No. llP Cor-
nanding eGanural, II Corps, assumed coraaat of Ground troops of all throa nation-
alities operating south of thoce.nural lin all exclusive UORSOTTa- TIL
SJIJA all inclusive DJ TROZV. - FOUDOUK - SIDI AVOR -" L IXATI thence exclusive
2o±' :OUSSu and north of the cneral line exclusive the line of the CHOTIS to
GX,.iiS. The tission of II Corps-as defined by AFIIQ was thu protection of the
right flank of the Allied Forcus in Tunisia.

5. In addition to the Atrican Infantry and Armored Forces in the OUSSEL-
TLA VALLEY, there wore approximatoly two Bns. of French Infantry in position
on DJI#SL BARC-OU. These troops vere also placed under thQ com-and of Colonel
Fcchot. 'Gunural Robinott was in co.mnand of the armored units.

6. On 26 January, the 26th CT attacked KAIRCJAN PASS in the OUSSELTIA
VALLEY and took 400 Italian Prisoners. 16th RCT less 1st and 2nd Bns. and 7th
A B-. bivouaced east of "iAAKTAR. CC"B" was in contact vith the enemy and hold-
ing along the KAIROU, -OUSSZLTIAL road. Patrols to IUAUSOLIEE and KARACHAUM con-
tacted the British at I2USOE.

7. During these operations in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY, the enemy cloarly con-
trollod the skies. Hc usually made raids over our positions at 0500 hrs., 1200
irs., and 1500 lIrs. In one raid alone, six of our trucks were lost.

8. On the 28th of January, 26th CT vicinity of OUSSELTIA engaged enemyforces uast of the pass through the iZSTZr! DORSALE and took 70 Italian prisoners.

9. On 30 January by 1300 hours, the OUSSELTIA VALLEY had been cleared of
enaAy troops to the OUSSULTI., - JCAIROUAU road and the eastern slope of BEK
Z-:,US. Enemr positions wcre rported on th. north slope of DJEBEL TOUIL.
The cnow-, loft man: scattered and unmarked :.ne fields behind hi.i indicating
tint C dLad no intention of resulMing Lis push through the PONT-DJ-rAHS, ROBWL
and OJSSZLTIA V.LLEY. The enemy, icaring an allied counterthrust up the OUS-
SSLTIA V..LLZY dug defensive positions covering th-e northern exit from the val-
ley.

10. While tile forces under Colonel Fechet and General Robinott we:re
assembling in the ROBAA - JSSZLTL.. area, patrols fran thec Italian garrison at
:xmLSSY became active in the SENSD ST4LTION area.e

fl. On 24 January, the 1st .6rmored Division less detachments made a re-
cot.aissanco in force froi G-AF-SA toward ;L'KI.SSY . This force advanced half'.,ay

b~.twcn SXZDa , I....LSSY madk contact wTith the c.neny and captured three trucks,
20 Cerncn N':s and 130 Italian VZ's. Th e 1st Arm~ored Division lost two mediu
tanks, two were kil! d and tbree w:ounded. By thu 28th of January, there was

increased cnemy. activity in the EL CUETT.tR area. Th. French outpost there had
b.en attacked by a sr. ll Grman zotorcycle patrol.

12. 0A the *cSZLTLL V..LLEY had b n clx.:red of the cnomV, CC"B" Iras with-

drain !d novud to LOU -01Bl22 during tlie night 23-29 Jcsuary and the St'ick
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4 S4fleport of O"a ionstK.1 Corps, 2 L 19 (othed F
Morco (co"c") consistng of one battalion of hiiodium tanks, one battalion infan-
try, and one battalion field artilley, moved to GAFSA to rciniforce the 3rd
Bn., 26th Infantry, :hich was still garrisoning GAFS;. The 26th RCT (-2 bns.)
n:ond to SBSTTLA.

S13. On the 30th of january, the Germans initiated an atAck a'ainst the
* French positions at LAD. CC"A" under General LcQuillan, and the 26th RCT
(-2 Ins.) ciarched from SBEITL\ to reinforce the hard-pressed French garrison
at .'ID. T:c XII tBC bombed and strafed eneir columns attacking FAID continu-

* nusly. As of 1700 hrs., 30 January, the small French force garrisoned at FAD
/e n.wm reported to be still holding AID, but th.e one:ay had infiltrated units

to the south and rear of the French positions. By daylight, 31 Januar,, CC"A"
reached its forward assembly areas west of FAID and launched an attack against
the eao" positions at FAID. At last light on the 31st, the north prong of
CC"A"'s attack had reached the enei: positions which were dug in the foothills
aorth of FPaID. The sout- prong of CC"A"'s attack had advanced north from
>ci:w along the east side of DJZBEL BOU DZER and had rcached the village of
FAID. Throughout the 1st and 2nd of February, CO"A" and the 26th RCT attacked
to restore the FAID positions. Little progress was made. The enm-,iry remained
in possession of the high ground coix znding FA ID PASS. OC"A1 had sane forces
to the south of this pass Ytile the French also still retained a 'owv positions
:otth of tile pass. On the 3rd there iris a lull in the figh.,ting in the vicin.ty
of FAID and General -cQuillan regrouped his troops for anothcr assault on PAID.
Th'i.s assault failed to restore the FUID positions. Active conitact %'&ith the
mooi":. ns iaintainod. The 26th RCT (-2 Bns.) iias ithdram from this position
on ) Fcbruary and on the 10th the responsibility for the defensc of the FAID
ti inroach ws.as assignud to Gural .ard, coruanding the 1st An..ored Division.

14. The defense of thie F.'.ID approach by General Ward will be treated
s :paratcly under Soction III of this report. In the meantime, as this battle
3f FAID was in progress, the forces stationed at GAFSA began an attack ainst

15. Due to the increased activity in the vicinity of EL GUETT;LR on the
28tih of January, CC"C" under Colonel Stack moved fror BOLT CIVJBLX to GAFSA.
ihen CC"" arched on the 30th of January, to relieve the huard-pressed French
at FAID, CC'C" also mhrched toward 1i.'D fron. G"LFSA to reinforce the French
'arrison. As Cc"C" was marching, howiever, orders were received from let Arnw
to attack and seize I1'MASSY. CC"CIJ', thurefore was turned south at SIDI BOUZID along the road to UKSSY and the 1st Armored Division less CC'A", OC"B",
art the Stack Force bat reinforced by, the 1st Bra., 165th Infantry, moved from
DO t C]iI3KA to G.'JS.,, closing there at daylight 31 January. Fro,,a GAFSA CC"D",
coni.ndo by ColoncIl iaraist, ant consisting of a battalion of medum tank¢s,
a battalion of the 168t:h In fantry, and a battalion of armored field artillery,
advanced on >AIU$;ASY. Reconnaissanc cle:.tmts of this force passed STATION
ta ;ioucn at 0745 hours, 31 anuary writhout contacting the enemy. As of 1700
hours, CC"W' was attacking cncn positions at S IJ:D. This position had been
reinforced by 18 trukloads of oncuv infantry during the afternoon. 13r dark.

reconnaissance elemts had reachud within 8 miles of X:ALISSY. The XII ,BC,
inanwhl, baited oner concentrations at BOU T'hIDI and at : AjLSSY, reporting
iMny enew vehiclos damaCed. During the ni ht 31-1 February, the 2nd Bn., 165th
Infan a tho 175th K'. Bn. ruLiforced CC"D" for a coordinated attack on SENED
at dcylight. Dy O916 hours, CC"C" hrad arrived at the Dj ::;IZIL PASS and was
heading south to join CC"D". CC"D" attacked ST.4,TIOiI SLI1ED at 11OO hours and
had captured ST,.TIOI SLUED by 1405 hmrs. Patrols from CCCS and

S ? r n
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Reoort of Orations, ,q. II Corps, 2 ta; 1943 (Conti: z)q.

CCSSD" mnt n t>4 DJ .TIL 9.. T as of 1"0 T i:'urz. I aark, CC"D" had cantureds:.1W and the 168th r:CT had or,, 1zcd t,. .ighi groiid t1w .ilcs cast of STATIC::SZ.D Lea' f fns . Ovr 100 F"d''s ;ux'e tak' r in tx vicinityc f S ZD. T-rough-out thc day, ona;rr dive-bo.ibrs repcatdl- attackCLd or trcopz b ct"Z n O.,S.I
and SE CD.

16. .tlthou: the enumry had definitely tiven up a ny 1&da o" atc.pting tococi through the QISSELTaI, VWIY alain after i1s al.ost disastrous d~ eat byCC"B", air reconlaissance reported ncan, caccz .trations cast cf t.e iurOU':C SSZLTL. pass and irtxperienccd troops vie iwcrc tundul-- .1ar:J.,.- by' their prox-irt to thl-k.nerrrcrryatl- -:-a .ratcd reports of Cct y , rotnd a ivit"
3ased on tts4 reports, tiercforc, a messa > fro:. 1st British ',rmy rCivcd't 1419 !-%ours, 1 February, dircct.d lhat .nggennts at 5221D and- .IE.SSY areas,-U.scontinued as soon as possible, that an Sfort be made to clear , cnx7-
'ositions in tiue F.AID area, ax that thu i-waxinun possible forc. be concuntra-
ted i:; a obil, r.srv )position i.- the ara o^f I"D"CB'" EL ..IOU'. In cemnliancQ
.7_th this order, CC"D r1iovcd from BOU C"t. to WPDJZ EL rirnediatjy,n d later fro!uDflPI EL ;JOU.1 to ILKTJIR during thu night 2-3 Fbruary. (1st.Armored DivLsio:n L ."ss CC'. 1 , CC"D", CC"C", and CC"D" moved to SICITLA ni ght2-3 Fcbniary.) During the night 3-4 Fbruary, all forces sxc-pt a rinforccl
inlfantry battalion (3rd Brn., 26th) 'trc, Vithdram fr-ri the G.,FS', area.

17. The frequent redisposition of forces -nd the lon,1 marches causedthereby had a groat influence on tla. outcome of thu onorations described inS.ction III of this rcport. CC"E" a.nd th, 1st 6,rmorcd Division shifted to thenorth. During thu night 3-4 February, thu 168th CT g'.ve up its hard-won o-sitions at SE'MD and moved to SBZITL,. CC"D" bithdrw from the :o .'J SSY areaand 06oved to BOJ Ci2BL. By the hth of February all the rriainin olu.ntsat SED had rithdraw-on to C-f lS.. Thu 1st Bn., 17th F.', moved during the night3-4 February to BOU Cf2BIZ' and 1st Bn., 168th Infantry moved from (L.F. to7NVRc. The foll;.ing moves were made during the night h-5 Fcbru'ry: 168thj
.0-t - 60n 

o. wu Q .

.

inantry (-one battalion) from GAS, via FlI, I3OU C!WAL to SJZITL,. 1st1., 17th F&, from BOU CIIZ , to SBEITLL. 1st Rcn. Troop from. SIDI DOU ZID
to IL'XTJR to join the 1st Infantry Division, 1st Derbyshire Yeomanry from
L.kLA DJL;W. to SIDI" 301 ZID, B Btry and D Btrj, 213th C,, WCC noved fromCXF:S to SDZITL. During the night 7-8 Fbruary, the following moves were mad-:1st Bn., 165th Infantry, movod from. SDITL; to FERI A.',. 168th Infantry (loss1st and 2nd Bns.) and 2nd Bin., l7thi F.A. moved from SBEITL'A to SIDI BU ZID,a4 t-he st Derbyshire Yeomanry nlred from SIDI BOU ZID to GAF&S. During tlenight 8-9 Fobruary/, the 26th RCT (less 2 lBns.) saovod from SIDI '3OU ZID to
PrJ.UL' and the 1st Rangur Battalion arrived in the TEJESS. area. During thonight 9-10 February the 1st Ranger Battalion, Btryj C, 213th CA; Regt., and Co.B, 805t1h TD Bin. moved to GAP SA. During the night 10-11 February the 805th TD
in.. roved from BOU CJ2B}IA to FZNILIAL.

SECTION III - S1IDI DOU ZID - A'FSA

1. *With tho 1 frika Corps rapidly falling back fram TRIPOLI to join Von
6rnim'u forces in TE':ISI.A, and the Alliod line over-stretched in its attemptto oruvunt the junction of these two forces, it became apparent that the enecu
vas going to make a final thrust to disrupt the Allied time table. On the 5thot Fobruary, a largu number of onbW vhicles wero reported 15 miles cast ofc'&; on tho axst - GBES Road. On tho 9th, seven or eight ener tanks from
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the direction of L\LjmVLSSY approached to within four or five miles of GSSA and
hoavy motor movements were observed on the GL TRSE RO"D. Four or five Italian
annmd cars and one motorcycle approached LDIlWit and drove tho french back
slightly to the north.

2. To investigate the enos'5 intentions in the vicinity of OAFSA\ and
F.ID, active reconnaissance 1as initiated by our forces. A light nobile force
Supported by air was dispatched from G FSA to investigate the strngth of the
CnSQ in the vicinity of zAimTUCu&. This force moved as far east as STATION.
SEUED without contact with thu nair. A small mobile force sent froa ;GFSA
easily restored the situation at 1JILL&. The enm met our patrols in the
vicinity of FID with a withering fire. Elements of the Afrika Corps wore
idoiied in this area,

3 ;as stated in Section II of this roport, on U1 February the responsi-
bility for the defense of th FoID position was assignod to Geeral WUard,
Conmmnng tho 1st Armored Division. Tho scheme of defense was to hold the
tw :o key terrain foaturos, DJ. oIIYL\ n the south an DJ. it SOA on the north
by oruanizingLfantry islands of resistanco on those two positions. Thoso
positiis ore not mutually supporting for antitank and small arms firos. A
mobile rweerve was hiAd in a position of readiness in th4 vicinity of SIDI XW
ZID. , uring the night f-12 Fobruary, the 701st TD Bn. (-A and B Cos.) arrid
a It TAI and cam under the corn of the lAt rmored Division **or the dc-
Cons of the FAID positions. During the aXternoon of 13 February the C-in-C
Asit the LID positions and had a confelnce with Gneral Anderson, British
First 4:1n~r Cormander.

6, At daylight on tho lIth of Feba, the enou attacked our positions
in frmt of FID. The positions on DJ. LSQJDA wore attacked by artillery
4 -wsofI 92ahs.toly thirty unwr tanks. Tho FDU and OFSA
atowwe qu iet. ,Ls of 0920 the 3dBattalion, 1t rodRe&znt
writh two batteries, 91st F En., launched a counterattack and bocame heavily
engaGed with enoa tanks between SIDI BOW ZID and DJ, sVD". By 13W hours,
the 3z d Battalion, 1t Aored Rogimnt, had suffered 50% tank casualties.
By 1700 hours tnum t had overrun "B" Battery, 91st FA Bna., northest of
the . JOD poLtiam. DInw infantry no ved frot FAD to S1 BCU ZID in
truck a the position M 4AW. L&kD. was completely surroundod by the enu .
The 3rd4 a 2Un st A rd Rolat wa pushed back southmet of SIM BOL
ZU t th both flanks 'throataM from the north nd the south, The U!I aAi
8upqrt Omm successfully attacked unw tank and track colmas throughout
the day. As .a result of time operation, and after repuatod req~iets, the

, ,Ar4 Oosmt oxro the 2n Battalion, 1st -arworod Regimant fro W"B" at
iA" tR to the 1st Arwinod DvITISoC at LID.

. . Duec to the critical situation at FAID, the force of .rooricaa and
Wombe troops at WLFBA as witcfm to pesltias in the viiC ty of FU~LJA



a

iawracticable at any point other thmn at the fork of these two roads witjanthe pass. Sinco the rain had filled th LJSLERNE bowl with mud, only fufl-
tracked vukdclus woru able to operate across country.

:port of.Operations, ,q. II Corps, 2 Lay 194) (Contin_;.
150 n from the 2nd Battalion, 16Vth Infantrd, on DJEDZL LZSSOUa managed to

.ithdraw to DJEBEL L!JTL. The 3rd Battalion, 168th, Infantry, still held DJDL;:Saa . Contact w:as lost V.ith- both the 168th Infantry and thu 2nd Bn., 1st. r:rod RTjLient, n hich was near SIDI BOU LID. Patrols ivwore unable to ett!rouah from these forces or to them. Thu cn'ri orgnizcd a stronG def.-nsive
position north and south through SIDI BOU ZID. Enemy tanks nest of SIDI DOU
ZID withdrew towards SIDI BOU ID. .s of 1220 hours on the 16th, about 50QnQ.PV.T t js attacked in the vicinity of DJEBDL EAJR1. Our arrored forces losta-))roxix.atclr 86 mediun tanks in their att4-pt to rclieve thc infantry h1.olding
DJIIZL -ZXTT, and DJEBUL KSJRA.

6. A directive from the Comiaiting General, 1st British Ar'.v/, dated 15i ebruary 1943, directed that forces holding th h:igh round est of FAID be
witdirawn and the pass at KA:ZS I U% organized for defense. A force consisting
of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, and the 19th Combat Enginuer Rejiiment or-
ga.nized a now defensive position four miles east of 'KASSZPI'.HE After repeatedruquests, CC"B" was released by 1st British Ar v to II Corps as of 1800 hours,
15 February, with permission to nova CC"]3" from UXKTAR to SBZITX,.

7. From the 17th to the 19th of February, II Corps conpltod its with-drctnal to the genoral line DJ BOU DJDLLIL - DJ BOU CAZR - DJ C1231RI - DJ
SjftfyAl 3: ! - SDIBA. Thu XII Air Support Comiand vacuated bothi airfields in thevicinity of THifLflf;,l. Thu 1st Anorod Division withdrew from SBSITL\ to anarea southeast of TEBZSA. The 894th TD Bn. arrived and went into bivouac inthe vicinity of B2ICL\. The 26th Anmored Brigade (less 1 Regt. oGroup)(Brit-

ish) cam under control of II Corps in the vicinity of THA-.L' as of 0600 hours,5 / 9 February, writh tic provision that thuy wore not to be cort itted to actionW.ithout the authority of the Conanding Gonural, First British Arn,. Othernew arrivals in the II Corps nero the 58th C.4. ortar Co. (British), AT and
"L' Co., 39th Infantry, and thu 56th Rcn. Sqdn (British), all of which werei.diatuly dispatched to ruinforco the troops holding the KASSRIN E PASS
positions.

SECTION IV -mASSERITE VALLEY TMUST

1. Thou tST I DORS&LE, a range of mountains 20 miles west and parallelto tr.S0. 1 DO.I LE .fornA a cross compartment through which the enumywould have to pass in an operation a&ainst th Allied right flank. CASERINE
?IMS, SB; P.ss, the DD'!L, P SS above T.EEPTE, consisting of throe approachesacross DJ. I --alI, ad the EL .IOD PSS wre the four main approaches acrosst:ic airr IOR1'J2 in the II Corps zone of action. In a clockwise direction
fr ~ LS&21115 P,.55, DJ CHId 3, south of the pass, Dw I:Ouz.' and Bn DRIESzoufl: Xol west of thec pass, DJ Th2TLA, about 20 miles west of the pass, DJ EL

and2 DJ 3II 7A, north anud wreat of the pass, and DJ Si&,!AIA form the sidesof t. bev wround the corridor cut by the OIYZD HA.TED. Two main roads, separated
b, tag OU JL;TEB, cut through this bowl and zwot in the pass, One road loads
swtosat to TJL.IA and the other approximately west to TE]31sa. Since there
hod bo several days, rain prior to the 20th of February, the OJBD Ii:TEB was
urifordable and coc~nncation between thu TJ!ALB\ road and the TZD3ESSA road was

I



thu pass. lie arrived at Colonel Stark's CP it 1630 hours and lared that thebattlehaxd -en in progress since daybreak. Altlhough Colonel Stark's CP was
uttur direct sr.nafl arms fire at tb is tine, Colonul Stark cltaied that the
situation was w l in hoand ',nd that all of his troops iuru in position. Io

II

-+: - .i,
lr Adorpanlsod defensive positions

Of a thoas to Ta . ro tng to ?L itleth-
AbiA ,lp"pfqcespronsodpostions on *o south side of

* %ta~e 0o S.t oqtcto zsi.Thu first .&ruvrod Division from
i tA M *et4i0TMBJ coviwn4 th St ADIOD position. Amfeia

UOn" tnr bdr a frmilleU organised dofenive positionsIDi DMmaA* . o.6th Armored Dittlat.
(laNI .I6tao8thInfantry atached, organised

6 bI. night 14Y .2 lruary, corx.ur infantry infiltrated to po-
qMA s tAW m 4h Pond'mth&4sotof LazMMI, ;PA,%SS. From those po-w

(aitat $Sb 4 t ookS th adfnsive ',posi ios In rtho pass, theponr brought
_LRdiretl rd oefensie hh positions .ot daylight

41 x e~rW.by atiloryattakedtlv,,defensive

(T i. 6th Are6rod Infantry, wasorderd from thLto roinforeo
the w in EEIEPS.38. The 8P4th-m BAG., likewise,. moved up to rein-
fm S k'a fwO" s i ooD E oth f oThe 26th Arwrod Brigade
(tW1K t oalonng toso Lwi.road preparatory to

On g fan hldi L Se feardE PASS.ln omdr for sn Iain

7 a sill a upioo DJ Mortarpfirerd the high ground overlooking
th 1 Ti atrypositionsth 26th Infantry withdrew un the road torrards
sj.e,. mM lt~orm4 wcodsdth north flank of the 19th rRginoor Roginnt

4Va l edos astride the road loading to TEBES&.

4 Th.eeq apparmd to be dircting his main off ort up theTU;L Road.

On Iaq Road O0 rot ast stecond ,RdaryopOot ihmie

On ~u~ fa5 Bodie appared to be rnkinc asccdayefr using Italiann
cmoagdbp suprortingOurran Battalions behind then.

7. ccr oi d up to DJ 1L Inand pruarod to counterattack to resotorethe situation on tho south side of tu pass. The situation at the pass,, how-
ovurhadv4 oratod to such an :axtnt that X, ral Robiet commandingOccNVrMd to i-adiatoly sot about to establish coordination and controlb of
the tkoopsfallic back frcra the Pass on thVi c SS Road. Abt daybreak on the21s0t, fD w 4 a 4,000 yard front a.stride the TE-BZ,.S.L Road about ci ~ht miles

tr.opa alon the TEJZSSA Road, he had the situation ell under control by

da"-br"oakJ of th 22nd.

8. WhIe General R~obinutt w+as ,+ngagod south of the OUEDMAE BradThyiort the siln Gerraan attack withl his 26th ,+rmored Brigade L"(Brirgdintish) e /

of the. WW !M&TW. The 26th ":rnorod Brigade (-I ar. 1ored regimental group) as
stated above arrived at TLATAi during the night 18-19 February. Brigadier
Dtmhi. repre to i!q IT Corps at 0100 hours on thd 19th. 6lftcr learning the
situation,, he visited Colonel Stark 'dlio was in CO~t and of all the forces in
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did adit, howwor, that ho nas having slizht difficulties with comanict ions-

9. rigadier Dumphio imndiatoly returned to TithIJ, whore ho reportod to

itsh F r% er that the situation was very poor at the pass and roquoeted

pormiisiont o mploy his force to restoro thu situation. sit Army granted him

permission to umploy not more than one motorizod company, 1 armored squadron,

o w troop of AT rn,, and one troop of artillery. This force vvod to a po-

sition astride tho TLAL road alone a ridge about two milas northwest of the

pass during thu night 19-20 February. This force was furthor reinforcod in

* this position by the 3rd Dn., 6th Armored Infantry,. ,,ftor thu 26th Infantry

loft their positions in the pass, this composite anericonand British force

held this covring position along t,, ridgu astride thu TULA' foad until dark,

20 February. The araorod squadron lost all of its tanks. ThL 3rd En., 6th

:rorod, suffered vury heavy casualties. During the afternoon of the 20th,

th- rerindr of the 26th Armorud Brigade movud up to a covuring position

atout 10 tiles south west of TIAL'A. General Fredundall paid a personal visit

to this position at this tiiM and placed Brigadier Durwhiu incommand of all

troops British and ,arican in this area. During the night 20-21, Brigadier

:icholson arrivud to coordinate thu action of CC"B" and the 26th :rmored

Brigade. , mouting of General Robinott, Brigadier Dumphie, and Brigadier

ilicholson at TII.j was arranged. In order to Got back to his troops prior to

da.yli ght, Gnural Robinutt had to l evo betfore Brigadier iicholson arrivode

Brigadiur Durphio and eneral fRobinutt, haovur, had agreed to a plan of

action bolero General Robinett loft TIL. Brigadier Nicholson arrived in

TLA".tL at 0245 hours and approved the ?lans already made by Brigadier Duap1hie

and General Robinutt. .ccording to this plan, General Robinett was to restore

tho situation south of thu OS D ITB 'while the 2nd Bn., of thu 5th Leicostors,

1ho had arrived early that night, prepared defensive positions astride thu

road thro miles southwest of TIJ,. Thu 26th .,rmored Brigade was to delay

the enemy and pr%.vrent him from roaching the Luicustors position before 180

hurs, 21st of February. Colonel Stark was to form a straggler point at T!2UIT. )

for all Aitrican troops and sand then up from this point to roinforco the

LAcusturs' position.

10. 6 bout 0730 hours on the. 21st of Ftbruary, a German force of all

artus could be suon fr thiu 26th Brigado'r positicns foning astride the TMAIA

Road prepared to attack north. Tei jpproxidatu strngthx of this -;nowf force

w:s as follows: 30 tanks, about 20 SP ;uns, 35 w-track infantry vehicles,

and 2 coripanius of infantry in trucks who disiountud and advanced by foot.

This una.y ccncontration was shAlud by thu zrtillry of the 26th A.,rmored

Brigade. The uner y SP guns .ngaged thu forward tanks of the Brigade and
e1ockod out four. At 1500 hours, the unurmr attacked straight up the road.

The tanks of the 26th Armored Brigade fought a delayint action back to TRL.LL

and lost 20 tanks knocking out only a snail nuub~r ofT German tanks. The 26th

:rnored Brigade, hlowever, ,iana .ed to maintain the required delay. The last

tank passed tarough the Leicesturs' position at 1930 hours. Five TD guns of

the 305th ITD Dn. under Lt. Col. Foru.nan ,uru thu only ;1flrican troops who

Cfou~ht in this delaying action 2.nd in the dufsnsu of the Leicasters e positions.

.Althougli nest of the 805th TD En. had ben lost in previous Lighting, Colonel

Forurnn by his superior l~adership, managed to keep these rrminiL guns to-
gether and they gave an uxc..llent account of themselves throughout the rem-.in-

der of the battle. The 26th .,rrored DriLk~de r .llied behind the Luicesters'
position. B; 194.5 hours, n-.cnine gun fire insid& the Leicosters' positions

errr '
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WWkttffl &t 11 oozS 2 ft 193 (Continua,.

lttzlonsm that the -w had broken through those positions. The artilory
of WfiOm m by marching continuou l for four d a " nights
in th. last stage of their -ach f CraMAIC,, arrind in the ?IU aa
and had em into reupportlng positions of the 26th Ariond Brigade br dar

1114 &CC from Btipadior Nichoason wore receive to hold the positionst Urn 26W Aflnnd Brigad at all costs.

4 12. To "Ulm the situation confronting CC"D" and the 26th jjwred
Brigad, the 16th lIfntry launched a counterattack in tho vicinitq of 3W
I 1 M latoed BO IFlS of tho onovgr. This counterattack ant the sudden

* ifOQ@ in arifr fire caused by tho arriva of the 9th Division Artillery.
om1 th W to pll bamk bet olu his line of rotruat through thu pass was

Cut bohiS him. At 15 hoson the 22)d, tho wiaW began a gnoral with-
dr1 trds the pas. Atillery concontrations harassod his nvvumnt
thrMghS the pasby interdiction fire throughout the night.

12. CC"A' moed from Bou cimj,, to HIDSA during tho night 22-23. From
th t3d Of Fo~bary to thu Z5thof Febuary, tho unuh continuod his with-
drawml from the L S mlHr bowl, loaving many tinos and booby traps. Patrols
wore pushed out to nintaint contact. Dy dyliCht on tho 24th howuor, CC"B"
had lost contact with tho nuw. Fires wano obsurvod in L.5M N ant FmLEU
during thu night 24-245 Fobruary. By tho 25th, CC"B" a the 26th jrmorod
Brig do had renaimd control of tho high pwl north and south of tho pass
and by IJ hours thu Rocomaissanco Conpn of tho 13th lAmored Rogmont
onturud tho pass* The adnco of the forward ulmonts wa grotly hazperod
by n.

13. krin the period 26 Fobruary to 16 Larch in coplianu with First
AW OPwatia Inotruction Mubr 19, dated 24. Fctbrwu7 1943, 11 Corps rcorga-
•io ma consolat ed its positia, al2 the I TERU DCZ with the 34th
Infonty Division on thu north, tho 9th nfantry Division on th south, and
the let Morod Division in a position of roadi n ss on the south flank. The
1st Infantry Division began its conentration in the BOU CHIEL area.

S fItO V M ____NISA TIWZ

1. Stats of strength - .3mft

2, Casualtie an--d prisoners - ARozKX '3"

ii. M.~aution - ippulhi2 "X".

For the CoEL in Cinoral:44

Lt.Cl 4.0.D.,

' otg. Adju*it Gunaral.
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avonmmc a oui "PrnRTrr w nPrflTT'ThLS - WADOUART!ZS II CORPS. 2 MAY 1943.

Status of Strength of Conmand by Division and

or on date the cm urder II Corps control.
Separate Units on 1 JanuaZy

Off . WO ANC EM Total
ftmmmww qwd83

Igoaduarters II Corps
HoadquarteB Copany, II Corps

C ,202d V.P. Co.
lst Art. .Div (-2 Bns.)

Hq & Hq Co., lt Armd Div.
81st Rcn Bn.
Serv. Co., 1lt Armd. Div.
Ihist Signal Co.
16th Art. Engr. Bn.
W7th Ard. Mod. Bn.
st Armd. eaint. Bn.
1st Ard. Sup. Bn. (-Co B)
Hq. 13th Ar. Rogt.
Rcn. Co., 13th Art. Rogt.
1at Bn., 13th Ard. Rogt.
2d Bn., 13th Art. Regt.
Surv. CO. s13th Art. Regt.
Maint. Co., 13th Armd. Regt.
2nd Bn., .st Ar. Rogt.
3d Bn., lt Armd. Rogt.
Rcn. Co., 1st Ar. Rogt.
Maint. Co., let Armd. Regt.
Sorv, Co., 1st Art. Regt.
1st n., 6th Armd. Inf.
2d Bn., 6th Art. tInf
3d Bn., -6thArt Inf.
fq. co., 6th Artd. Inf.
Sert. Co., 6th Arm. tn. "

27th kiT. F.A. Bn.
91st Ard. F.A. Bn.
68th Armd. F.A. EBn.
Train. Hq & Hq Coo, 1st Armdo Div.

Cairnn Co., 3t Infantry
5th FA. Bn.
601At T.D. Bn. (-1 Co.)
701st T eD. e n. (meos. B & Dots
lit en., 213th C.A.
lh~ C.A. Ba.
14134 C.*A. Ba.
26t Ifl. (-3 i.)

334 7.A. 9a.
Co. C, 1st Sr V. En. (1 1lat)
Oft C, Ist Md. B.
1st Roa. Troop

707
4

6543
7
6

44
43
38
11
8
2

27
20
6

4
27
27
9
7
524

23
6

16
6

34
40
37
12

5
22
30
23
37

35
35

109
25

1
3
9

132

10
1
1
2
a
2

12
1

2
1
1
1
2
2

2

I

3

3
3

2

2

420178

726
214
167
655
281
864
220
170
187
393
468
159
108
590
590
193
181
184
535
62778

125
629
702
696
135
117608
509
370
683
807
807

20147
480
48

107
1 1?0

ale

xl.

8.3
429182

281770
252
175701
326

9114232
178
189
422
489
166
13
619
619
202
188
191
559651
84

153
151664
745
736
147122
632

539393
720
8142
842

2161
507

49
110179

L-V rwi-%4%4 Vwl W-L LALwj6.Lw4vm.0i



dmmmlffT3m

nnlqm S Ii4. (lMl~s)
oa 3o7s TJ?. i.

0Go15th CA

Co.

let o., Uod Sq.. Dsp.

77 & qDf. th tin. seq

IC8* Br. 3fpo .
9th T&. Ho.

2

1 Sok Team
2d ho. 16th 5ed. Rest.

Det;s oh . CooDt., 5 5tOb N' o Co.

Co. At205th ( Eno.
Co.o-D, 21.4th 31 En.
let io, 2t K(=B& C)
93d6-Qi Co. (Uli)
flq & Hq Dt.,#0
Hq &Hq t.,S5th Ord fl.
30th Ord. Co. (w)
Co. D, 87th Ord. Ba.
78thr t Co-.
66th Ord.Co.,
Hq & Eq Dot.,P 42nd Ordt. an.
109h Oat. Co.
3485th Ordt. Co.
Det., 2450th ngr. Depot Co.
58th n i. oo Co.
761t Engr. IQo.
19thEYvp'S. (C)
Dot., 7 62da. To pCo.
1 ,5th CA ( t8 A &nD)
688th CA stay
669th CA Stay
690thCA ty
694th CA Stay
Eq & Wa Dot.,t 188th Ort. En.
311Mth Ort. Co.
53d oat. Co.

Do VAt.,64 .0. Photo Co -.- AM

37
I
4
2

3
3

28
3

47
.48
47
6
2,1 "

32
.14

3
3

11
4
8
8
7
7
5
5
8

.6

54,1+

23
5
5
5'
44
7.
5

11

92
83
22

30
51 317
57 273
5 307

6
2
2* 516

1348
124
215
282

* 108
* 5. 39

30
213

168
I8
39

123
191
188
137
256

1384
5

2 374
S 73

* 73
73
73

183
.,136

33

8

-2-

s3 n
a da-a

* 93.
131
86

9"

21

127

5133

378
1406

12
4
3

548
152
127
218
293
112

47
38

220
198
173
185
48

129
198
1934
142
261.

6
399
78
78
78
78
15

190

3

att

... S i ... ,
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Apix"A"t to Report an pratim, Hg. II CM,

175thaFA. Bn.
168th lf (-est Ba.)
Co. C, p10t Med. Bn.
Dat., Co. C. 109th Engr. Ban.
DOt. 9 305th T.D. Ba.
let Ranger Bn.2d Bn. 17th F.A.
5th Repl ,.
Ruplaeets kanipw
2d Plat., Co. B, 95th ( 1 Bkr
st Platp Co. A, 301t (QU Bn.

24 Plat., Co. D, 6th qM dry
1 Plat., 47th f (l)

1st TeD. Ors --wHq.
2di., 591st ZW. 5. R9. (.V)

135 W Flat. .

135th In. JAsgt.

+olst DR*t 6*Fn eRo

"34 th 2 D iv A rmtiller

IN H 7 4 Divi

74.Goe 3th iv

Engrhi.Co
34hc.34 m

34hDil. Ar

L1M so u
FieA ocCit)

r&S f

7/,.

- '' +=im IIl II il i ... . . ..

Of f

35
107

5
1.
8
31
31
1,9
19
2

1

20
26
4

3
10

140
16
30
3,
34
32
30
3
2
4
1
4
4

4,9
10
4

2

3

2

I

I

1

10
2L""" e

AEC U

565
19149
86
53

350
476
596
161
54?
82
60
70
27

123
423

7,

233
V26

247

1"6
26"0

524.

55?
660
437
206

'a,a.a

132
20.
23.?
'5

7.

2059
91
54

358
507
629
180
566
84
61
71
28
39

643
84

291,
136
76

258
194

2089
2"96

02
594
7u
n
45

12
75

18
20

3330
2579

Ul
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p ndix "A" to oft on OrationsHq. II Corps, 2 May 1943 (Continued).

Off. WO ANC EM Total
1st Infantry Division (Continued):

Div. Arty. 14 2 146 1627th F.A. Bn. 27 2 589 61832nd F.A. Bn. 33 2 588 623
13th F.I6 Brigade:

Hq & Hq Co. 15 1 92 108ist F.A. Obsn Bn (-S & F Section) 16 330 34617th F.A. Regt. (-2d Bn.) 34 1 589 62436th F.A. Regt. (-ist Bn.) 31 2 709 742178th F.k. Rogt. 67 3 1295 1365813th T.D. EBn. 37 849 886894th T.D. Bn. 37 852 889
9th Infantry Divisions

Hq., 9th Infantry Division 42 8 98 148Hq. Co., 9 Infantry Division 7 3 162 172h.P. Plat. 3 86 899th Sipal Co. 13 1 350 36415th Er. Bn. 35 1 716 7529th Mod. Bn. 38 473 511
9th QU Bn. ,14 228 242709M 0d. co. 10 146 15647th Inf. Rogt. 169 5 3450 36243t Inf! Rogt. 129 3 3252 338460th Inf. Rrgt. 152 2 3088 3242Division Artillery 24 210 23426th l.A. . 28 2 597 62734th F.A. Bn 31 2 611 64460th Fa, Bn. - ,34 1 568 60384th Fle Bn. 34 2 547 583th Rcn. Troop 6 211 217

107th CA Ben 39 2 752 793
62d Engr. Topo Co. (-Dot) 3 2715 119
427th E gr. Co. (DT) 4 105 109Co. B, 60.st Fnr. Came. Bn. 5 77 821 Plat., Co.Bo205th Q 1 51 52Section Shoo Repair, 218th QJ Co. 1 33 347 1st Tank En. 36 2 730 7682 6 1t ( Pro . Trk. En. 20 284 3 0*4liat Oat. C@. 5 1. 10 146atx" s, k3st cAaB. 6 147 1.53Dot.. 6t ci. Co. 25 251?5hI Lap. Iq. (-Dot) 32 3 617 652

6 C B.448 554CQea 70 ?th tank En. 6 105 111~fhTa. tt. 38 851 88971S& teD. En., 38 ..... .895 933

I
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AJIWIX "Bu- TQ-I T ON OPD1ATICKS HFDJLRTER3 II _C j 2 wa 19403

1. Prisaonrs captured by II Corps units during period 1 January to 17
March, 1943.

Oermn Italian

Off. EM Off. EM

2 71 5 548

2. Casualties of II Corps during pariod 1 January to 17 March, 1943s

Officers Enlisted Men

K IT U C K£wK
- 0 a an

22 72 #199 3 170O Z2 W28 29

V

St cnrrv 00



Replaoemnta b branwh received by I Corps units during the period 1
January - 15 March, 1943t

FF. Em

Infantry.,,.....,e, aa ........ o.
Field Artillery .. ,,........
Medical .... .. ee.. sS6..6.oC
Dental ..... .ee.... S.eO
T.D...............

Engineer *.oeoSees.eeoseee.oseeo

QO sOe Sam eeesso e see

Ordnance e ooeooeoeseeeees

Armored Force *eoeseeeeeeeeeo

Cavalry * oeee eo ee@

UI..1itary Police -........... oo
B I eeeoe...s eeesO OeO @@4

187
34
15

2
1
5

6

28
12

Signal o....... eee.eee

TOTAL 290

4074
789
193

u5
231
199
52

107
858
69
31
5

23

6746
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AP.DIx "D" TO

1odical Activities During Period 1 January to 17 Iiarch, Inclusive.

1. l uring the hriod 1 January to 21 January, corps medical units wore
concentrated in the Constantine area. Those units were the 9th Zvacuation
Iospital, 77th Evacuation Hospital, 48th Surgical Hospital, 51st Medical
Battalion, 2nd Battalion, 16th jaodical Regiment, and the 1st Advance Section,2nd 'Lledical Supply Depot. During this poriod, only British hospital facilitios
:reC availablo and all hospitalization was in British hospitals.

2. Upon arrival in tlo Tobossa area, the 9th Evacuation Hospital was
established 12 miles south of Tebcssa. The 48th Surgical Hospital established
one hospitalization section at Feriana, the other suction moving to vicinity
of Thala. The 77th Evacuation Hiospital was held in reserve until l4 February,

."ic it established lightly 12 miles south of Tebessa. The 1st Advance Section,
2nd 1Alcdical Supply Dopot, was established 10 miles south of Tebessa.

3. During the period 16 February to 20 February, all medical installations
wurC rithdrar to vicinity of Aine Buida. During this w;ithdrawal it %as neces-
sary to %4 ove pproxinately 700 patknts with the hospitals bcause of lack of
evacuation facilities to Lhe rear.

4t. Suply. The initial medical supplies wore adequate oand there was no
CdfiCultyJ--intining an adocuatc supply of class one sunplies, that is,
t6ose, sk pplius contained in 'Xdical maintenance units. It bcanmu necessary

rl; in the opration to alter the maintenance unit in orde.r that a more
n crly balanced stock would be available in the depot. The grcatest difficulty
in1 s p. ly Vm.,s encountered in replacing items of organizational cquipmcnt for
I ospitals and field units. It ras necessary to aunnt the T/BA equipment of
iosit :is materially, in order that they might functioii cfficiently at ne-r
full c apacity.

50. ospitalization. The tv;o 750-bed evacuation hospiials ad the hOO-

bW surgical hospital ere adequate for the troops initially involved. The
twro 750-bcd evacuation hospitals wetrc placed on a 15-day policy in order tat
as a -any patients as possible night be returncd to duty in the. forwa-rd ar.c i,.

Thiis policy was abandoned tow..rds the. nd of the pe.riod w hen troops in the
area Were incras d. TIn 18t Surgical Lospital rcceivcd the -iajority of
casualties a.nd r.nde.red tti initial opertting treatent. This unit was on no
fixed policy. Clearing platoons of Corps ..erical P.-tolions xxr utilized

x:tcnsivcly in the. forw.ard areaa with surricI t us tauncl,d. T. nits
performed e xcellCntly and filled thy, gap betvuen tivision units nd h. rvore
±t c d aopitals in the rar.

6. Evacua'tiorn. Zwcuation fron-orvard units ;s ccornolished by thu5ist 1 cdic3a--_ttalion a nd LOi~ 2 ±e Battaliort, 16th Mecdica.l hec in._nt. TY~xt
i tter unqit was placcJ .nti r.-i La supcrt, of t!.c. 1st 'US .c ,rmored Division,

w il. tin jist Medical Ba ttalion cov,.red vacu-tion fror. charn, platoons to
i spitals. Evacuation to the Co,~ s:aicat'ion Zen a s entir ly > .. ir u. .ti1 16
:Thrz'ar-> when .ir vacuation comnol Iu' fiid dt±. t.o unfavera.bli flyin; con-

iL~tions. Th Britis F-irst .1rny th a ."rrn s>, J < -'ionc< e"' 6th "otor
A.$o ulance Corps 'or evacuation by ro.d to IhI §1st Station: "ospital at Li Gir-
raE. Th'is unit r~znainud with the Cor'ps Iuhng tht, reminder of this period,

Th oere lr~avr vaut 6 p" od
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