Staff Department
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL
Fort Benning, Georgia

STUDENT MONOGRAFH
Advanced Infantry Officers Course
Class Nr. 1
1955-56

TITLE

Night Retrograde Movements
in Mountainous Terrain

Capt Lawrence J. Ogden
Roster Nr 132




TABIE OF CONTENTS

PAGE
R -
INTRODUCTION e aeessasacosssannsrosssscsascecansaassnncncsnnans 35kt
DISCUSSION. suveanesenncanssnssnnssassesesssasnnsanassosasessas 5-15
CONCLUSIONS.........................;........................ 16

BBLImMP}H..“..'I......-.‘.--..........-‘...'.-.l......... 17

AIQI\IEX- AI...'..-..........-'l‘....-0.-....“'I..I'..'..I.‘ll.‘ 18
AI‘INEX B-l.....l.-ltl.lldol...O.-......tltill..II..'lll..QO.'l. 19
ANIJEX C..IQ-..CQ.........l-.l...'O.I.....-..'..l..l.'.....l'. 20

ANIEK D.l...‘l........l..".l..‘-lI.".l.‘.'....I.C.I.'....‘. 21



PREFACE
2l Januafy 1956

Without the aid of Captain Arthur H, Lindeman, a member of Advanced
Class #2, this monograph could not have been written. Captain Lindeman,
who was a »latoon leader throughout the action discussed, was invaluable
to the author in clarifying and verifying actions of the commany.

The author, who was also a platoon leader with the commany, qualifies
himself as an expert on the actions covered,

In reading this monogravh it is suggested Annexes C and D (sketches
of tactical situation) be opened out and referred to constantly,

The point of view expressed in this naper is that of the author --

not necessarily that of The Infantry School or the Department of the Army.




INTRODUCTION

A retrograde rmovement is defined as: fa movement to the rear or away
from the enemy. It may be forced by the enemy, or it may be made voluntarily.
Retrograde movements include withdrawals from action, retirements, and
delaying actions.,t (2:324)

This monograph is a discussion of two successive night withdrawals
by a com-any size unit. The first withdrawal was more~or-less made under
ideal cireumstances while the second was made under very trying conditions.
There vere principles strictly adhered to and many of necessity violated.

The action involving Company G, 7th Cavalry Regiment on the 5, 6,
and 7 September 1950 is what we shall analyize. The purpose is twofold;
to develop the ineidents and circumstences surrcunding a night withdrawal
in mountainous terrain and to correct some of the major errors in the story
published in the book 'Combat Actions in Korea! by Captain Russell A.
Gugeler. (i) To endeavor to correct ali of the descrepancies would lose
the first purpose completsly,

Since the story 'Attéck to the dear! was.first published in the book
by Captain Gugeler, it has been a source of much chagrin to the author of
this monogranh. Why were none of the nlatoon leaders interviewsd or consulted
on the facts? 411 four ﬁere with the company after the action, are alive,
and are still in the army. The four vlatoon ieaders, who wWere second
lieutenants at the time, were Captain Richard E, Tobin 059329 1st platoon,
Captain Artﬁur H. Lindeman 055177 Qd‘platoon, Captain Harold R. Anderegg
059281 lith platoon, and the author Captain Lawrence J. Ogden 059372 3rd
platoon,

Captain Gugeler intervieﬁed only two sergeants and the company

compander; and even though he had cbvious access to official dovuments {(L;L6),



many important points are incorrect, OUnly a?ew will be elaborated upon
in this monogranh, ’

Due to the apggressive nature of the American soldier and-the effect
upon morale of a.withdrawal or retrogréde movement, there are few documents
available on such actions, This is quite understandable as no cne is nroud
to retreat or withdraw, Due to our 1imited'man power, it is almest certain
that such actions will be a necessity in the event of another confliet;
particularly, in the beginning of.such a war.

With the hope that such a necessity never arises, this mbnograph is

written as an aid to any small unit cormander who may be forced to make

a night withdrawal under trying conditions.



uI=CUSSION

Iﬁ analyzing any type action a thorough knowledge of the unit involved
is a necessity. How is the unit's morale, what is their backgroqnd, who are
their leaders, what is their experienée---all of these questions should be
answered, |

Company G was commanded by Captain Herman L. West, who had taken the
company from Japan to Korea, Prior to Septerber 1950, West ﬁad already
established himself as probably the finest company commander in the regiment
through the roughest fighting, He had the complete confidence of his officers
and men,

The platoon leaders, all éecond lieutenants anc replacement officers
fres® from the basic class at Fort Benning, had been with the company from
periods ranging from one month to two weeks. A1l four platoon leaders were
classmites, anc close personai friends before arriving in Korea. FPrior to
this action the men of Company G had seen them under pressure, and the platoon
leaders had won their confidence,

The enlisted men of Company G cannot be spoken of too highly. The large

majority had arrived with the division, aﬁd had been through mich bitter
fighting. Gemerally, they were young in age and not what would be considered
'an olc¢ soldier! in length of servicgiﬂhowever, a few of the older non-coms
remained with the company in.spite of the extremely rugged terrain of Korea,
The men had been sep%}ated from the boys by September 1950, and there were
no children in Company G at the time involved. The esprit was excellent in
spite of the contimious pressure of the Pusan Perimeter sand Company G, though
greatly understrength, was a well.disciplined, well led, battle wise outfit
throughout the action.
How important “re these factors in a retrograde movement? Why are

esprit, cecnfidence, experience, and knowledge necessary? Too often from our



experience in the Korean conflict the word 'bug-out! appeared., Who was

to blameses..many times the officer's were held solely responsible, and,

in isclated cases this probably was correct; however, the author firmly
believes that all of the above mentioned factors are equally important,

and the lack of one could nossibly, under irying circumstances, cause panic
arr thnt infamous word 'bugs-out!'.

In the early days of September 1950 the North Koreans, still flush
with numerous victories, were applying heavy pressure on the United Nations
forces in an all out effort to reach Pusan. Tt was about this time that
the late General Walker issued +he now famous ofder of 'stand or die!' to
all units, | )

At this time Company G was oecupying Hill 30C, just north of Waepwam
in the central sector of Korea, (Anné% C) The mission of Gompany G was
to hold Hil1 300 and support the lst battalion by fire on their attack on
Hill 519, Although not under any direcﬁ préssure, the company was in a
precarious position, Company F had préviously occupied Hill 30C and there,
haé been overrun. They were repla;:ed by Corﬁpany G. There were many dead
of both sides on the hill when Compény G méved up to ocecupy it, and the hill
was covered with all types of equipment and filfh imaginable. All of this
indicated to the men the type of fighting which haﬁ taken place, To make
matters worse, as Company G was consolidating ité position late in the

afterncon, a violent thunderstorm started. This prevented the removal of
American dead for another day.

Company G continued to occupy Til! 30N until 5 September 15950. The
company was under intermittent fire, bubt had received no direct attacks
since relieving the remnunts of Company F, The 1st battalicn had been
unsucecessful in their attempt to secure Hill 519 and the 3rd battalion,

which was newly arrived, was cormmitted; they were unsuccessful too. Larly



in the afternocn of 5 Septerber the corpany cor:nder informed the platoon
lezders that the company would withdraw that night. Captain West did not
know the exaét time, but the circumstances were ideal,

The platoon leaders had plenty af time and opportunity to inform all
men of the company of the wibhdrawal.aﬁd the plaﬁ. A1l eouipment which
could not be carried was to be destfoyed, this naturally included the enemy
ecuipment. on the hill, Also the company was not uncer any direct pressure
from the enemy.

With such conditions existineg the men did a thorough Jjob. They went
to weorlt immediately preparing to leaﬁe and by dark the corpany was ready.
The exact time was still not known, so normal nipht activities took place.
Listening posts, an ambush at the bottem of the hill, and a 107% alert
was maintained. Bveryone was thoroughly ofiented, had accomplished their
job, and was waiting., Comrunications were perfect,

At 0300 hours on 6 September the call came from Captain West to start
moving out. Due to the prior plans and ideal circumstances, the platoons
withdrew frﬁm the hill witheut incident. The withdrawal was as if executed
in a training problem by experienced school troops.

When the platoons of Company G reached their assembly areas at the
bottom of Hill 3C0, Captain West informed the platoon lead-rs that ithe

cormany's mission was to attack 71311l hé5 to their rear and clear it of
enemy. All of tﬁe men were avare enemy occupied this hill; and even though
it was to their rear, it was a case of live and let live until the morning
of & Septenmber.
Company G started up Hill hé65 in a column of platoons in column with
the first plateon leading, followed by the second plateoon, wespons platcon,

and the trird platoon in that order. Asg the first and second platoons



approached the top of Hill Lhé5, they came under intense enemy small arms
and automatic weapons fire. The platoons immediately returned the fire
and a heavy fire fight ensued. This action started at aphroximately 1000
hours. and contirmed throughout the day., The first and second platoons
continued to advance and engage the enemy as the remainder of the company
moved up Hill L6S. (};:h1) Due to the excellent enemy selection of positions,
it was impossible to get close enough to make » frontal assault. There
were only two apuroaches to the enemy positions and both of these were very
narrow, limiting their use to one platoon. These two apiroaches wece
covered by such accurate fire that an assauvlt from the positions of the
first and second platoons locations would have.been nothing but sheer
folly. The mortar {Company G had only one &0mm mortar) was brought forward,
and as the f{orward observer Was.attemptiné to édjust fire, he was quickly
wounded. The third and fourth platoons could not be employed to help the
first and second platoons because of the limited apnrocaches.

In 'Combat Actions in Korea' Captain Gugeler states ',.., Captain West
directed the Znd Platoon (It. lLerry Opden) to circle south and attack the
high pround under the lst Platoon's covéring fire, Ogden's platocn advanced
o within fifty vards of the peak before it was stopped by enemy fire,'(h:hl)
Later in his discussion Gugeler centinues; *Ordinarily, an infantry platoon
or company that advances almost unresisted to within fifty yards of its
objective, becores pinned down and then, wﬁén the volume of supnorting fire
is increased, withdraws without casualties, caﬁ justifisbly be censured for
a lack of aggressiveness. Why didn't Lieutenant Ogden's platoon attack
instead of withdraw? On & September 1950, Eighth Army, after successive

withdrawals, was trving to stop, reorgsnize, and hold a defensive position.

It is not an easy thing'to change overnipght the atiitude and the thinking



of an army that has become imbued with the spirit of withdrawing. The
officers and men of Company G, along with many others in Eighth Army
at this time, were perhaps not psychologically prepared to vigorously
assall a hostile position--even one %o their rear.' (};:45)

Captain Gugeler has the author erronjously placed as the 2nd Platoon
leader. The 2nd Platoon leader was Captain Arthur H. Lindeman. (Annex A)
Gugele;rdiscussion intimates the lack of agrressiveness of the 2nd Flatoon
leader and definitely implies that the officers and men of Company-G were
psychologically deficient for their failure to assault Fill h65S.

As to the reference to the 2nd Platoon leader, nleace see Annex Bj
no further discussion will be neéessary.

The intimation that an assault was warrgPted could cone only from
someone without the slightest idea of the terrain and situation. Gugeler's
comment on the psychological being of the officers and men of Company G
is not worthy of discussion here.

During the remainder of the day the first and second platoons continued
to atterpt to secure Hill li65 while the third and fourth platoons started
to dig in. All platoons of Company G were under extremely accurate sniper
fire durinpg the entire day. (Annex D)

At sporoximestely 1500, Captain West received word from battalion that
the company was to bresk contact at dark, move around the enemy, and
fifteen hundred yards to the rear. (L:Lh2) At this point Companv G would
meet the remaining elements of the bsttalion and set un a new line. This
information was received by way of a SC3i 300 radio and was the last cormuni-
cation from battalion, for shortlvy thereafter West's radio went dead.

After receiving the message, Captain West informed the third platoon
leader of the cormpany mission and instructed him to po on a reconnaissance

and select the route, The third platoon would lead the company that night.



West then sent messengers to the first and second platoon leaders informing
them of the new mission, and that they were to continue to engage the enemy
until dusk. They were to then slowlykbreak contact and withdraw, rejoining
the remainder of the commany. All members of the third and fourth platoons
were informed of the miésion but were instructed to continue to dig in.
Some men of the thifd and fourth ﬁlatoons were told to start working on
make_shift litters, There were éeriously wounded and they would have to

be carried,

It was a rmch relieved company when the order was disseminated, Every
man in Company G was well aware that to remain in the present position that
night would have almost certainlf been fatal,

Now for the second time in two days Company G was 4o make a night with-
drawal; however, circumstances were completely different. From Hill 300, as
was discussed earlier, it was almost routine. In this case from Hill 165
the comsany's Qosition was exiremely critical, The company was surrounded by
enemy, The enemy held the commanding terrain. The men were tired and hungry.

T——There was no chance of any type of resupply. There were seriously wounded
who had to be e#aéuated, and communications had gone out.

Iqbpite of the circumstances word was given to ali_men of the impending
move. This essential part of any retrograde movement was carried by 'word
of mouth'., (1:2) Few men knew the complete details dué to the situation,
however, the mere fact that a withdrawal was to take place had to be sufficient

in this case. Also the fact that the men of the third and fourth platoons
continued to dig in probsbly aided in deceiving the enemy, Due to the

accurate sniper fire which was coming at the men of the third and fourth
platoons, they did nct have to be encouraged very much to continue to dig,
There was no natural protection where they were situated, and two men had

already been killed from the third platoon alone by this sniper fire.
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At dusk the second platoon started to withdraw from their postions near
the top of Fill Lé5 to rejoin the remainder of the company. They were
covered while breaking ccontact by the first platoon; As the second platoon
cleared contact with the enemy, the first platoon started to withdraw,

The firefight had reached a 1ull and the enemy was not aware of what was
taking place,

As the second nlatoon rejoined the third and fourth platoons, the
third platoon immediately started to move out. It was followed by the second,
fourth, and first platoons in that order. The wounded men in the company
were with the fourth platoon. Due to the darkness of the night, the
extremély rough terrain, and the peculiar situation, no guides were posted
to lead the platoons, it was simply a case of follow the leader,

Captain Gugeler states, 'Weapons Platoon, the advance puard at the
time! (L:L2) and later makes criticism of this fact. Cugeler is completely
wrong again; the order of withdrawal from Hill 165 was as stdbed in the
preceding paragraph, third, second, fourth (weapons), and first platoon.

Here we can observe that Company G viclated some 6f the basic principles
in a night withdrawal. Ko scuad or platoon assembly areas were cesignated,
The coordination as to breaking contact and rejoining the third and fourth
. platoons was left solely to the first =nd second platoons leaders, and
no detachments were left in contact., (1:3) No flank security was posted
from the time of withdrawal threoughout. the com-lete retirement of the
cormpany. {3:25)

Why were such basic principles, used in execﬁtion of the withdrawal
only twenty~four hours before,ignored? A look at the situation will divulge
the reasons,

Had Captain West attempted to go into the minute details of souad and

platoon assembly areas what would have taken place? It is obvious ruch



more movement would have had to take rlzce under the enemy's watchful eye.

This would have resulted in some noise even from a well disciplined unit,

and may possibly have alerted the enemy to Company G's intentions, Instead

of chancing this possible loss of secrecy, Captaiﬁ West depended upen excellent
coordination amongst the platoons. In this he was correct.

Of necessity Cantain West had to allow the bresking of contact up to
the platoon leaders of the first and second platoons. West had no wire or
radio communications to them. He had complete confidence in their ability
and leadership, and to try to tell them the complete detalls through
messenger probably would have confused the issue,

Why wasn't flank security posted? This was not accomplished throughout
the entire withdrawal or retirement. Company G was comnletely behind enemy
lines without communications, The terrain was extremely rough and steep,
and very few men of the company knew the cormlete mission. All the majority
of the men knew was that the company was to withdraw. Gapﬁain West had
undoubtedly considered these factors and decided that speed and secrecy were
the primary considerations in getting off Hill héSi/in this analysis he was
again nroven correct,

Company G continued to move off Hill 465, and absolute silence was
maintained. It was a very dark night and that, plus the nature of the terrain,
necessitated very slow movement with hand to hand contact. The hill at
the place the company was descending was extremely rough with a sharp angle
of descent,

The company had been moving for a eouple hours and was nowhere near the
botton of Hill 65 when mertar fire began to land in their old positions.
This was followed by automatic weapons and other small arms fire, and it was
possible to hear the North Koreans all over the vositions which Compan? G

had just vacated, The Koreans next fired flares in an effort to locate the
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company:/however, they fired them to the wrong side of the hill, and the
company was not illuminated, A few North Koreans fired burp guns in the
direction of Company G. Undoubtedly this was with the hope that someone
would answer their fire, but no one did.

While this was taking place, the men of Company G froée. It was
impossible for the platoon leaders, squad leaders, or anyone to move among
the men and tell them thabt no matter what happens, do not return the fife.
The word was passed softly by mouth, however, had not the entire company
been battlewise and alert to the situation, scweone may have panicked., Had
this occured under these circumstances, it is almost certain that no member
of Coﬁpany G would have survived.

Shortly thereafter activity on Hill L5 subsided and the comoany
continued itis slow tediocus movement tc the bobttom of fhg hill. As the
company was reaching the bottom of the hill, suddenly it was hit with volleys
of our ovm artillery., (L:42) Again the men hit the groﬁnd and silence
prevailed, In this inst.nce the rough, rocky, uneven terrain was a blessing
as it afforded natural protection from the artillery, The first sergeant
was the only man killed,

The company again started to move and was now crossing an intermittent
stream. As they cleared the immediate area vicinity of Hill hé5, the second
and third platoons stopped to take a rest while the leaders checked their
men. Captain Wést was with the second and third platoons. While the platoon
leaders were checking their men, it was discovered that the first and fourth
platoons were missing, A further check revealed that a member of the fourth
platoon had broken contact with the last man in the second platoon.

A patrol was seﬁt back in an attempt to locate the missing platoons, but

it returned without success, When informed of this Captain West moved with
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the second and third »latoons down the path a few hundred more yards. At
this loecation though still far short of friendly lines, it was decided to
stop and wait for daylight. The factors influencing this decision were
mnany. .First and most important was the concern of the first and fourth
nlatoons, they had to be close by; secondly, the wearied condition of the
men who had no sleep for two days, very little food, and were exhausted;
and thirdly, it was approximately OLLO hours of 7 September and daylight
would be coming shortly.

The second and third olatoons formed a tight perimeter ip a small gully
on the side of a hill and waited for dawn. Immediately almost everyone
was asleep, At daybreak the second and third nlatoons became.éngaged with
some North Koreans to their ripght front. The enemy quickly withdrew and
only one casualty was received,

Shortly after this slight engagement, and as Captain West was again
trying to raise battalion on his radio, some figures apneared on the skyline
to the right of the second and third nlatoons. These peonle anneared to be
American soldiers. By yelling up to them it was established that they were
members of the first platoon who were leooking for us.

As this was tramsnirine, ancther yell, this time from thé-hill to the
left of the second and third platoons, was heard, (Ammex D) It turned out
to be Cactain (then ¢d It} William Marslander 059389, from Company A, Tth
Cavalry Regiment. He had approximately five men with him and came down to
join the szcond and third platoons. 1le briefed Captain West and the second
and third platoeon leaders with what he knew of the situation. Marslander
had been shot in the hand by the Horth Koreans that thre second and third
platoons were engaped with at dawn.

After receiving this information from Marslander, Captain West ordered

the second and third platoons, along with Marslander to move out to friendly

lh‘



lines, Captain West left to join the first and fourth platoons.

The second and third nlatoons m&ved along a path known then as 'Bull
Dozer load' for a distance of approximately a nile before reaching the first
battalion.aid station. Although during this march the men were under long
range snall arms fire, they just keﬁt nroper interval and no further
casualties wore received,

The first and fourth platoons had headed for_high ground when contact
had been broken with the remainder of the comsany. Upon reaching the high
fround, they waited until dawvn and at thris tire discovered the bill wés
occupied by North Koresns. Due to the Koreans's fallure to have any security
and the fact that they were all asleep, it was a simnle matter for the first
and fourth platoons to clear the hill, The platoons accomplished this
without suffering any casualties.

This hill turned out to be a North Korean Regimental Cormand Post and
much valuable information was brought in by the first and fourth nlatoons.
Captain West Jjoined them shortly after this incident, and they proceeded to
friendly lines without further difficulty.

The:second: and: third platoons remained at the aid station of the first
battalion awaiting orders. The aid station had been overrun by the North
Koreans the night before and the nlatoons aided in evacuating the wounded
of the first battalion. Later in the day word came for the second and third
platoons to rejoin the esecond battalion which was now reorganizing in the
rear. The platoons walked aPouple more miles to transportation and entrucked,
At approximately 1700 hours 7 September Company G with all of its wounded
safely evacuated had rejcined the battalion which had given them up as lost

less than twenty-four- hours before.
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CONCLUSION

The successful commander in any withdrawal must have every man wéll
oriented whenever possible. It is never good practice to violate principles
yet sometimes circumstances necessitate such action,

The successive night withdrawals by Company G were under completely
different ciréumstances. In the first gxample the company had ideal conditions
and the commander stayed straight by the boocks. In the second case wiph a
precarious situation the commander openly violated many of the hrinciples
in the doctrine of a night withdrawal. These he did of necessity ané after
mich thought. The result has nroven him correct.

The too often used phrase 'the book was thrown awsay' is never really
correct. Modifications and omissions must often be made, but only after
careful consideration and evaluation.

Every commander should know the basic principles of a withdrawal---
seerecy, security, covering forces, deception, flank protection, assembly
areas---and with this knowledge available he will be able to evaluate
his unit's situation and make a sound, logical, timely decision should

the occasion arise,
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STATEMENT

2y January 1956
" T was the second nlatoon ieader of Company G, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division during the perioé 2C August to 17 September 1950, As
such I participated in the actions of Company G centered around Hill 300
and Hill L65 discussed by Captain Ogden. I have discussed on numerous
occasions the actions of Company G on the period 5-7 September 1950 with
Capbain Ogden, and have read his comsleted monogransh,
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the author's discussion is correct

as pretains to Company G on the period 5-7 September 1950,

ARTHUR H LINDEHAN J%’pg
Captain

059177
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HEADGUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION
APO 201

GENERAL ORDERS ) ' 18 March 1951

NO....I.55)
| EXTRAGCT

Section IIT
BROMZE STAR MEDA
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First Lieutenant ARTEUR H LINDEMAN JR, (then Second Lieutenant),
059177, Infantry, United States Army, Commany G, Tth Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division, for heroism in action against the enemy on 6 September
1950 near Pyong-po, Korea. While withdrawing his platoon to a covered
position, Lieutenant LINDEMAN noticed that one of his men had been wounded
and was unable to walk, He immediately returned along the route of with-
drawal, fearlessly ignoring the intense and accurate hall of enemy machine
gun and small arms fire, and made his way to the fallen man. Finding that
the soldier was dead, he fearlessly braved the enemy fire once again and

made his way back to his unit., Kis selfless act enabled the fallen man's
death and identity to be established and inspired his comrades deeply.
Lieutenant LINDEMAN's heroism reflects great credit on himself and the
military service. Entered federal service from Kentucky.

0% 3 3 S R B R W M H WM SIS R RO R OR NN RR

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL PALMER:

OFFICIAL: I0UIS T HEATH

Colonel GSC
/s/ J A POGONIS Chief of Staff
/t/ J A FOGONIS
Lt Col AGC
Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:
TAG Attn AGAO-I -]y 201 File -1
TAG Attn AGFD =3 Units cone =2
CINCFE Attn AG-PA -2 PIO =1
EUSAK Attn KAGMA -1 AG Files -2
Historian ~10
Sep Bns -3
Regts =7
G-1 -12
Indivs conc -1

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

Captain, Infantry
059372

19



