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Preface Lo

The Armed Forces of America have beem charged with a specifie rupénzi— |
bility in the field of eitizenship training of its personmel, As a consequence, 5_ 3
it is the dquby of every officer to learn whhl these responsibilitles are, and,
of equal imporhance, 10 understand why this respensibility exists,

It is apparent, and especially to the soldier, that a basle requisite of
military strength is numbers a.hd the willingness of those numbers to make
conmen cause, The old saying, "in numbers there is strength®, is only half
right, If thosse numbers do 'not have the wi}.l to fight for a common purpose,
those m:mhérs, be they ever so large, will be totally incapable of resisting =
determined foe, |

In todsy's world, the truthfulness of this has a special importance for
all free men, For these free men are faced with a threat te this freedom in the
forces of an enemy who would seigze and enslave them whenever the opporiimity
might present itself,

What circumstances eould be cohsidered as prepitious for such a move on the
part of this enemy, Stalin and Company? Certainly, one circumstance would be a
situation in which his oppoments were so divided among themselves that they
would be incapable of offering a unified resistance to an attack from without,

To take é. hypothetical casej let the reader imagine a; gituation in which
thé countries of Western Europe and America were so rent by internal dissensions
that their armed forces themselves had been rendered useless as effective
fighting machinesQ

Under such circumstances, how long might one suppese it would be befm.
the Soviet armed forces would physieally oecupy North i:neriea.? = hardly longer
than it would take for the Soviet Unien to organise, tra.ﬁsporb, and logistical
support for such a venture, we can be sure.

Certainly, this is enly a hypothetlcal case and is outaide the realm of
probability of coming to pass, However, it does point up what is possible of
transplring and illustrates the necessiiy for the human will teo support a
. COMMOR CaUse,
| It is the primary purpose of cltizenship training te assist in engendering
and sustaining this will,’ This 1s dmne in a number of ways: by teaching the
. eitizen what the nature and purposes of his goverrment are, by showing him what

his privileges and duties are as s oitizen, and, most important, by sesking to




develope within him a love of and pa-ider in his amtry and 1tm1nsﬁ.tzrbims,

In the following pages this writer will present a discussion of what the
Armed Forces responsibilities for citizenﬁhip treining are and how they go o
alpout discharging those responsibilities,




Althoughtoday we hear mmeh about citizenship training fer and of the

Amsrican soldier, seaman, and airman, and mnsequqntly'smt:hms feol that it
is s relatively new imnovation in the training.ef ewr Armed Forees, in reality -
such training has been with us since the days of the. Revolubionary War, The
- only difference lies in the comprehensiveness of the program itself,

George Washingten, our first Commander-in-Chief, fully realized ’she.
necwasity fer informing the American Revalutionary War seldier a’oouﬁ what he
fought for and why he fought, Washington wrote mumerous articles to his treeps
about the war and had the Declaration of Independence read to them. This was

follewed by & discussion in which all joined to talk over the reasas “why we

fignt"s 1 In addition, he employed Thomas Paine, one of freedom's mest arti-
culate exponents, to write for the troops, The most eutstanding example of
this work is to be found in Orisis 1. one of what might be ealled the "Why We
Fight" series of the Rewolution, Crisis 1 wes written in the field during the
glecsy days when it appeared that the Revelution might fail, It was read, at
Washington's order, te the ragged Continentals just before they orossed the
Delaware and is credited with inspiring them to vigtory., Its gtirring méssaga
opens with these immortal words:

| *These are the times that try mens souls, The summer soldier

and sunshine patrdet will, in this orisis, shrink from the

service of their comntry; but he that stands it now, deserves
the love and thanks of man and woman,” 2

During the War of 1812, Andvew Jackson seught to glve his troops an under—
standing of the issues of the times, He did this by iseuing from time to time
his fameus "Division Orders" in which were enunciated the issues of the day
and an exhortation to the treops to resist the foe in a just cause. 3

Buring the Civil War, large rumbers of beeks and pamphlets preclaiming
the causes of the war and the issunes at stake were cireulated throughout the
Union Army, In World War 1, informational activities armed at informing the
trocps were part of "welfare activities® which were handled by eivilisn organ-
izations, &

It was not until World War 11 that there emerged within the armed forces
the immediate forerumner of the proegrams which today are in effect to ecarry out
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cltizenship treining of the Americen figriing mn, This vas the Preep Mafere
mation and Educatien program, With the advent of wnificatiom, I & B stepped
up to Defense Department level, A T I & E Division was established in the -
Office of the Seeretary of Defense with purposes of estab]ishing poliey and
mrdiizating the I & B activities of all thres Services. 1 |

A second instrumentality for teaching citizenship in the arwmed forces
was created in 1948, % This was astéb]ished under the name of the charaettnr
(Guidance Program and is sé kmown today.

_Thus, at f.ho present time, the armed forces have twe distingt é,ganoies
as a part of their structure whose primary functions are to assist commanders
in esrrying out their responsibilities in the field of citizenship training,
Let us take a look at these agencies and the polid es which define and guide
their activities, | |

To begin with, let us first §f all llsten to the worde of Brigadier CGemeral
Ce T. Lanham: |

% ees sinee Ubcpla has net yet arrived, we mmst suppert and
sustain an Army adequate to the evils of the day, And

since such an Army will of necessity embrace great mmbers
of our young men, we must see that this substantial pertiom
of thelr lives is not spent in a eivie vacuwm, in an
educational wasteland, in a moral slum, It 1s clear, there-
fore, that our obligation transeends the traditienal mili-
tary concept thal our sole duty 1s te provide the Republic
with a body of trained fighting men, We must provide these
men with a healthy mental, meral, and socdlal climate, with
full epportunity for intellsctual and civie growth, We
must return these young men to their commniti es not merely
as master journeymen in the deadly irade of war but as self-
regpecting, mature ecitizens, strenghtened by self discipline
and fortified in the demecratic faith by liwving and werking
with men of all creeds, of all erigins, of all econcmie

and educational levels, Thus, our broad objective is to
produce a better soldier and a better eltizen; for the
bstter the man as a citizen, the better he is as a seldier,” 3

To reallze thia aim, the armed forces utllize three amches: They eon-
currently teach the meaning and significance to our soc;ie_ty of individual moral
' and civic responsibility, they provide means for the individual fighting man to
be informed about mational and international affairs, and they provide opporw

tunities for eduecaticmal adwancement, These three functions are embracéd in two

1, Camand and Ceneral Staff College Advamce Sheet 5037/2 |
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programs, the Character Gaidance Program and the Informatien and Emat:l;ﬁ ‘PN-
en. |

Let us lock first at the Character Guidance Program, AR 15-120, dated
30 January, 1950, spells out the purpose of the program and the methods for
emplementing it so far as the Army is concerned., Parageaph 8 defines the pur-
pose as being, ' |

®Pp pssist commanders in promoting a healthy moral and
mental attitude on the part of personnel of the come
mand, Under this program, the Arwy will endeavor to
insure, so far as is pessible wnder military conditims,
the wholesome influenee of heme, family, and com—
mmity, The program embraces all sctivities of the
soldier, It ls designed to encourage the individual to
develop respensibility and self-discipline,"

In paragraph 13 we see that:

foach commander will insure that all persennel are reached
by group instruction and personal interview in basie and
uplt training on all matters that pertalin te growth of
character, Programs will contain scheduled perieds of
instruction on basic precepts of ditizenship and morality."

Tnsofar as the Character Guidsnce Program is eoncerned with the teaching ef
eitizenship, mera]ity; and the development of a sense of responsibility, the
Chaplain is the Chlef Assistant of the .Gmder in fulfilling this duty, The
nature and scope of this aspect of the program are set forth in ST (Standar(i Te::b)"
16-151, not dated, which has been prepared at the Chaplain School in conformity
with Army Department doctrine, | |

To. realize the aim of the program, ST 16-151 sets forth four things ﬂhiéh
Character Guidance must seek te do:l

(1) develop within the individual an appreciation of the moral
fabrie of the American way of life, '

(2) develop within the individual an ability to recognize
the moral obligationa. and epportunities of the military
profession, :

(3) develop within the individual an understanding of the con-
sequences of his own attitudes and behavier,

(4) develop within the individual a sense of service and sacri-

fice in the performance of duty.
How is this program to be implemented? Iet use lock at page 8, ST 16wlbl— .

Mp semse of responsibility can, in the first place, be devels
oped enly there where scme basic principles eof life are

3. ST 16-151, The Army Character Guidance Program; p.é




understoed, A kmowledge of priuaiplu, hmmr, g
net snough. Such tenete must be put to work, A sense
of responsibility, therefers, will develop only there
where certain principles are both muierctaed and ap-
plied to ].i.fa.

This statement contains the gist of Character Guidance implememtationewe

the exposition of mrimciples and the illustratien of how these primciples ape |
applied to everydsy econduct, In appreaching ané. dealing with this matter of .
principles, the Character Guldance Pregram must grapple with the questiens of |
the ‘erigin and nature of wan, merals, othies, and the state, and still net
violate the American Comstitutional right ef freedem of mﬁgim:
The second means which the armed ferces pessess for filling their responsi-
bilities for eltizenship traiming is the Informstion and Edueation Program,
This ageney is concerned with such matters as its name implies, It provides
the Americazn ﬁghting man with information sbout eurrent events, beth natienal o
and international, which are of impertance to him as an American citizen; secondly,
it affords him oppertuwsities for acquiring er furthering his formel educatiem.
Let us listen to Mr, J. Thomas Schneider, Chairman, Perscnnel Péliey Board, -
(under which is the Aﬁed Forcee Information and Edueatien Division), Q:Bﬁ.ée of
The Secrstery of Defense, speak about the significance of Informatiom and Edu-

L

cationg

8In Infermeiion and Bducation activities, twe basic concepis are
important, One is that the serviceman, whether he be velmteer
or draftee, iz lutitled to an adequate and intelligemt explanw
ation of the things he is called upon to do., The overall effi-
ciency of cambat forces grows te s considerable extent out ef
individual attitudes and those attitudes sre influenced by the
extent to which the individial is informed.

This imformation should eonsist of more than the latest come
mmnique or a review of day-te~day cccurences, For the inﬁivichal
serviceman ii should and must imeclude an umderstanding of the
role of armed forces in a democracy, the relation of the arms’
and services to each other, and his relationship to the who
Since the Armed Forces are sometimes called upen to enferce
foreign poliey, the servieeman sheuld and must know = mething
of what that foreign peliey is and how it has come te be what
it is,s.Above all, he should understand and appreciate those
ehining prineiples upon and arcund which our natien has bheen
built,..He should understand the nature and extent of the as-
sault that 1s being made upon these principles...

The other basic oncept of lmportance in an Infermation and
Bducation Program is that the American peeple will not willingly,
or for long, entrust thelr sme and daughters te a military ,
organization that allews them {o stagnate wantally, For this

' reason, 1f for no other, it becomes the Armed Forcest duty to
furnish its personnel with reasonable opporbunities for e&ucat—
ionsl advancement,®

1, Sehneider, Jo. Thauas, "The Need for Bnderstanding", Aoy Inf _MM
June, 1951, P




S0 far as the Aruy is concerned, these respensibilites are sot ferkh O
IR 355-5, dated 23 Jamuary 1951, entitled Treop Inforsmtion and Bducation,
General Provisiony AR 355-20, 23 Jamuary 1951, entitled Troep Informatlion and
Education, Troop Infermation Program; and AR 355-30, 24 April 1951, entitled g
Troep Information and Educatien, Army Educatien Program, From a purely technloal |
consideration of the questien respensibility for eitiseﬁship training, Troep .
Information is the only activity of the I & E program which invelves any responsi~
bility for this matter. Paragraph 2a, AR 355-5 states: |
PThe troop information program provides all military person-
nel with the necessary factis for mderstanding their re-
sponsibilities as soldiers and citizens,
In implmsﬁting this, a pregram of great scope has been instituteds The
activities of the information program include: (1) commsnd eonferences, (2)
oversea Army radle networks, (3) Unmit and installation newspapers and news perdie—
-dieals, (4) troop informatien displays and presentations, and (5) training ef in-’
formation perscmnel to include wmit conference leaders, Thess sctivities must, ‘
of course, have sources of information, These are provided by the follewing.
medias (1) Armed Forees Talks prepared by the Armed Forces Information and Edu-
cation Division, {2} Arm;r.Tropp Information Disamssion Topies issued by the
Department of the Army, (3) Programs provided by the Armed Forces Radio Service,
(4) handouta provided by the Amed Forces. Press Serviee and, (5) a large munber
of miscellﬁnewa items such as films, pocket guides to foreign sountries, maps,
posters, etc,
In regard to the educaticmal feature of I & E, although the Amed Forces
do not consider, so far as this writer has been able to aseertain, it as a direct
rart of their citizenship training activities, it can certainly be viewed as a
vital sui:plement to it, This is so in that the serviceman who awvails himself
of the opportunities provided by the Armed Forces for self-education canmot help

but become, in some measure, a better cltizen,

Conelusion
In eenclusion we see that the Amed Forees have a number of well-defined
| responsibilities for cltisenship tréinin,g of the serviceman, In ‘bhe firét 1515.00,.
they must seek to develop within him a sense of moral responsibility, a virtue

which the citizenry of any country mmst possesz if that eountry is to Jleng prosper.




and be strong, To attain this goal, four things are striven fars
(1) An appreciation of the moral fabris of the American m;y of m«. .
(2) & recognition of the moral obligation and opportunities of the military =

profession, | o
(3) An wnderstanding of the consequences of the individua¥ts behavier, |
(4) A sense of service and sacrifice in the performance of duty;‘ |
Secondly and lastly, the armed forces must provide the individual sexvice-

man with an understanding of the immediate issues which, both natienal and imtere '

national, create the need for hls services in the armed forces,
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