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PREFACE
21 January 1956

The kindness and courtesy of the librarians of The Infan-
try School Library were extremely hslpful to me Iln making
the necessary research for the preparation of thils paper, |
Even when harried and rushed by a large crowd, those emplgyed
in the 1ibrary always seemed to find time to give me the
necessary help in locatling material in the fileé and on the
ghelves,

The point of view expressed in this paper is that of the

author ~ not necessarily that of The Infantry School or the

Department of the Army,
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INTRCDUCTION

The purpose of this monograph &s to show the impor-
tance of holding, after dark, key terrain seized in a day-
light attack in jungle ﬁreas. The discussion of this subject
wlll be limited to battallon and smaller sized organizatlions
operating in the jungle, for that is where and when.it is
most often violated, The intention of the suthor is to show
why key terraln is ofteh given up in the jungle after it has
5ean selzed and then to trace through three combat examples
involving this point, showing the penalty for violations
and the reward for holding the.tefrain vital to the operation,
The author intends to recommend actions that can aid in the
retention of this critical terrain, The author will also
show some of the effects night has on offensive operationé
in the jungle, |

The suthor does not intend to ridicule gither the éourage
or the character of any of the troops or commanders used as
examples In this monograph., The examples are only straws in
the haystack of opsrations of smsll units during the Second
World War, And the sxamples used in thils mcnograph are used
because tney illustrate the very points that are the basis for
this paper., It would certainly be unfalr for the author, with
his limited eiperience, to attémpt to castigate these comman-
ders'after'tan years and mors for declisions made in combat,
The author is sure that it is much easler to look dispassion-
ateiy upon a problem from The Infantfy bchool'Library or his

home then it would have been from the position of command
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when and where the prdblam arose, Nd amount of research
could place the author in the shoes of these commanders in
the years 194i-145,

The lessons of our past wars are still there, and con-
structive criticiSm.of the operations of our armed forces in
those wars 1s certainly to the profit of our nation, That is
the purpose for the submission of this monograph.' |

A need for the emphasis of this polnt was revsaled to
the author durlng the search for a subject at the beginning
of the monograph work, It is not, thereforé, an olid pet
subject of the author, but the need to stress the polint seemed
to leap out while the author'was tracing down another tenta-
tive subject. Gurrént army manuals do allude to this point
(7:9) but it seemed to the author that 1t should be brought
out in greater clarity,

There is no perSOnai_knowladge involved in thls mono-
graph, for the author has never been in combat, in or out of
the - jungle. The research by the author was to investigate |
the incidents found in the initial research and to locate addi;
tional simllar incidents,

The jungle 1s dark, dank, dismal, and 1%t can be so frighﬁ-
ening, Fear can be one reason that tuis failure to hold key
terrain often arises in the jungle as night draws near; fear
of the darkaess, inherent in many from the days of the child-
hood bogeyman; fear of the unknown, which 1s common to almost
all people; fear of the enemy , combined with belief in the
enamy's_superibrity in the thickness of the Jjungle., In the

case of the examples used in this monograph the Japanese were
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the enemy, ana some of the tales ‘that were told concerning
thelir prowess would frighten most troops new to a jungle
theater, HNot that all the stories wers fz—ilse; for some must
heve been true, If and when thers is a next war, the enemy
would almost sﬁreiy be a nation not so heavily industrialized
as this country, and they too would use & great deal éf
stealth. and cunning no matter on what terrain they were en-

countsrsd,



DISCUSSION

Let us build a mythical situatidn in some jungle area
of.the world, It could bs Indo-China, Melaya, some Facifie
lsland, anywhere that you can find a jungle on this planet,
our unit, the lst Battalion, Xth Regiment, 1s assigned the
mission of capturing’Hill Zebra, héaﬁily defended by the ensmy.
The enemy is in heavily fortified positions on Hill Zebra in
8 perimetier defense, The aﬁtaék is launched and mskes pro-
gress agalinst steadily increasing enemy resistance as it nears
the objective., Before the battalion reaches the objective,
the baﬁtalion com.ander realizes that it will bé dark before
he can complete the occupation of the hill,

In the situation facing the lst Battalion thére seems- to
be three main possible courses:Sf action: withdraw from the
objective and form a perimeter in an area previously secured;
halt the advance in its pressnt position and pull up the tail
of the battalion invo & tight perimeter; or to.continue the -
attack 1in order to attempt to complete thne mission assigned
the unit at or after dark and consolidate in the thiek night
of the jungle;

If the first course is adopted, that is, to give up that
portibn of terrain already seized, it means the abandonment
of the mission for a certain period of time, That 1z not
commendable. In all likelihood the enemy will oceupy the
terrain that we voluntarily give up, causing aaditional casual-
ties as our forces ‘resttack the poslitions the following day,
if the mission 1s nov chenged. And if che terrain 1s very
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¢ritical some one is going to have to accomplish the mission,

~ What advantages accrue from this course of action?'-WGll,
the efforts of the enemy to infiltrate may hot be quite as in-
tense, although generally tihners were almost always such attampts
made to some extent by the Japanese in the Pacific. The danger
from strong counter attacks on the part of the enemy will
certalnly be lessened, for he will be more than accomplishing
his mission if he cia reoccupy his positions without a fight
and maintain his liae of résistance. To sum up this entire
Situation;Athe enemy has accomplished his mission and we
have not_acgomplishﬁd oufs_during the period of time under con-
sideration, and we have done very little to facilitate the
acéomﬁlishﬁenﬁ of'our.hission in the future.

An example of the above course of action is the action of
the lst Battalion, 152nd Infantry Regiment, 38th Infentry
‘Division, engaged in clearing ZIG ZIG PASS on Luzon Island of
the Phillipines on lj February, 1945, (Map A) The mission of
XI Corps (composed of the 38th Infantry Division snd the 34th
Regimental.combat'Teani;was to preévent the retreat of the
Japanese forces on the island of Luzon to the Bataan Feninsula,
The sccomplishme.t of thils mission involved moving ffom
OLANGAPOQ to'DIN&LUPIHAﬁ along HIGHWAY 7, which crossed the
SAMBALBES MOULTAINS Iin a series of hairpin turns and twists,
This crossing site soon acquired the name ZIG ZAG PASS. At
the béginning of this operation the efféctiveness of the lst
Battalion, 152nd Infantry, was excellent, as it was in the
entlre corps. (1lp#7). The Japanese enemy in the ZIG ZAG PASS

area was, a8 usual, well dug in, using all his knowiedge of
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pillboxes, dug outs, and muﬁually supporting weapons, The
camouflage was exXcellent on the Japanese positions and the
American intelligence of these positlons was scanty. (lh:l6)

In the phase of.the action with wnlch we are concerned,
the 1lst Battalion had bsen assigned the mission of capturing
HILL 508, (Mep A) dominating HIGHWAY 7. The lst Battallon
moved up the hill capturing several positions on the Horth
slope of the hill, but near the top of HILL 508 the battalion
gsncountersd a strong Japanese position ana. suffered heavy
casualities., (14:22) The lst Battalion was not able to com-
plete the occupatlion of its objective as emening drew near,
80 withdrew off the hili to a battalion perimeter along the
road, The purpose of this withdrawal was to consolidate for
the nightly attempts of the enemy to infiltrate our lines,

‘The following day, 5 February, the lst Battalion resumed
its attempts to capture its objective, HILL 508. Once more
the enemy positions of the porth side of the objective had
to be taken, because the Japanese had returned to tham upon
the withdrawal of the Amerlcan troops, These positions were
“taken and the lst Bactalion moved near the top of HILL 508 =
only to meet the largs_en@my force agaln, The advance of the
battalion was stopped and as night neared the battallion was *
withdrawn once more down the hill to the perimeter along thé
road. (1h:24) The lst Battalion was finally successful 15.
selzing its objective on 6 Februarj 1945,

The above example is includgd in this monograph to bring
out the following points: tonat critical terrain seized or par-
tially selzed wa?w given up in the jungle, that this was done
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voluntarilj by small unit commanders without being pushed off the
critical terrain by enemy action, and that fear of infiltration
and night raids were probably thse cause of many of these with-
drawals, |

The battalion was successful in reaching a portion of its
objective and it aﬁpears that it should have besn able to hold
on through tne night. There was no evidence to indicate that
the battalion was in danger of being decimated due to.suffiaient
enemy counter action, The only evidence available indicates&
that the battalion commander desired to form his battalion into
& tight perimeter and hole in for the hours of darkness on
ground that was secure, (1llh:2L)

Now let us think a moment and see what happens'if our unit
puils up its tail (reserve, fire support units, and some ad-
ministrative elements) and forms a perimeter on the positlon
alreaqy galned, It is quite likely tnat our unit.will be
subject to all the pressure the enemy cen bring to bear to
dislodge it from its position., And durlng these efforts it
is almost certain tnat the unit will not be able to be resup-
plied with asmmunition, It is alsoc most likely that any casual-
ties that are inecurred during the night will not be evacuated,
There is danger that we may lose our entire unit if we do not
have sufficlent ammunltion to last out the night and we may
lose lives that could have otherwise been saved by prompt
esvacuation, |

The advantageé so gained are many, If the enemy does
attack, We have succeeded In getting him out of his holes;

while we take advantage of what cover we have made avallseble,
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The biggest portion of the casualties resultant from the fight
will in all likelihood be borne by tne senemy. If the enemy
does not choose to attack, we are well én our wagytoward the
accomplishment of our mlsslon on the following day, without
having to retake tne positions occupied by the ensemy the previous
day. We wlll at least have accompiishad our mission in part
and can continue in its accomplishment in the future.

The action of the 3rd Battalion, <0th Infantry, 6th In-
fentry Division in the capture of LONn [nisd HILL at MAFFIN
BAY, Ni&w GUINEA, begimning 11 June 194ly is an example of the
course described szbove, This was tne first combat mission
for the division, although they had had intsnsive training ik
jungle warfare in Hawaii. (10:3) The units of the Division
were surprised to find themselves in a combat situstion upon-
thelr arrival for tie ship had been administratively loaded
at MILN& BAY, Nwmw GUINmA., At this time the enemy was evasive,
the first contact with the Japanese forces in the ares being
made by an L Company patrol on 18 June, The patrolileader and
three men were killed by the Japanese as the patrol extricated
1tself from the trap in which it had been.caught. (10:5) It
was believed at the time that Ghe Japanese in the area were
remnants of the Japanese 36th Division thet had been defeated
at Holldndia,

The 3rd Battalion, 20th Infantry, was to attack to seize
LONE TREE HILL. |

On 20 June 194y a strong reconnaissance patrol pushed
to a point halfl way up the hill, split, and circled the flanks
of the hill., Rifle fire that the patrol ran into withdrew
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in the face of the patrol., After pushing this far into the
Japanese positions the patrol withdrew back to the battalion
perimeter ss night wWwas approaching. Other patrols had operated
in the same area (LONn TREE HILL) and found bivouac aréas of
the Japanese but had not been able to locate the main defensive
line of the enemy. The action of the seconda patrol mentienedi
is one example where the aggressive selzure and retantion of
eritical terrain would have greatly facilitated the accomplish-
ment of the mission of the unit in gquestion,

The 3rd Battalion attacked LONi TREs HILL at 0800 on 21
June 194, .The battalion attacked with companies in column
with L Company leaaling, using an azimuth to maintain dirsction,
Visiblility was restricted to about twenty yards., Flank guards
were meintained, keeping visual contact with the column, (10:8)
After going about 800 yards, the advance of the battalion was
halted by scattered Japansse forces of automatic weapons and
riflemen.. The battalion continued the advance after thess
enemy elemsnts were forced to withdraw by flanking forces from
| the battalion.

The battalion once more continmmed the attack in column
with stronger security forces to the flanks., After moving no
more than one hundred yards the lead unit of the battallon,

L Company, discovered thes route obstructed by a twenﬁy footb
¢liff, The leading platoon of L Company scaled the cliff to
discover a relatlvely open area to their front, After recon-
naissance revealed.no other ﬁay to cross the obstacle formed
by the ¢liff, the rest of the battalion began an ascent over
the route used by the initial platoon., It was socon discovered
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that the battalion was headed into lntense fires arranged by
the enemy on the open area above the cliff, The battalion
commander decided to withdraw his battallion undsr the cover
of smoke to the perimeter it had departed from eaﬁlier in
the day. (10:10)

The following day the battallion renswed the attack using
tuwo companies.tq advance to the objectiv? over different axis,
L.Company waes to attacxk over what was roughly thne ssme route
as used The day before until it reached the ridge line, then
up the ridge line to joln K Company. K Company wus to move
aowWn the besach and reach the objective from the ocean side,

1 Company &n resérve was to follow the company that offered
the most chance of success,

The attack moved forward as planned, with a striking
simllarity to the previous day's attaéx Wwith close flank secur-
ity in the jungle. The battalion commander became a casualty
when a guarter ton truck towing a 57 am antitank gun "knocked
the battalion commander sﬁrawling“ (10:12) in K Company's col-
umn., PFPreviously planned artillery fire was falling on the |
objective «s K and L Companies moved voward the objective,

X Company succeeded in reaching the crest of the hill after
rumning a gauntlet of fire From enamy positions in caves and
~81l hidden snipers. When the company reached the crest 1t
went into a tignt perimeter without clearing the enemy from
the jungle around it, to clear the area being an impossible
task for a unit its slge,

L Company wes auccessful in reaching the ridgeline against
continual fire from enemy smail arms anc mortars, As the
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company advanced to join tihhe K Company perimeter 1t ran into
the most serious opposition of the day, a system of mubually
supporting pillboxes and snipers, These enemy poéitions

wers bypassed and L Company entered the perimeter now held by
K Company.

The remainder of the baﬁtalidn's tactical troops together
with soms elements of chne 2Znd Battalion were now drawn lnto
the betvalicn perimeter, Thi:s perimeter, cohtaining four
componies, was aoout thirty yérds wide ana 90 yards iong. The

troops were unable to penetrate the coral with tha.entrenching

tools ét hand ana hac vo be satisfied with wnat cover tney
could improvise by che use of the shallow crevices available
combined wilcih the piliﬁg up of rocks and loga, (10:19) All
during the establishment of the battalion perimeter the soldiérs
of the battalion were subjected to sniper firs and harsssing
mortar fire, |

The battallon maintained its position of the objective'
throughout the night of 22 June despite the efforts of the
enemy to aislodge them with a night attack combined with well
registered concentrations from indireet fire weapons., The
Japanese made atbtempts to Infiltrate the perimeter after the
failure of their ﬁignt attack to dislodge the battalion. These
attempts caused several bayonet fights as they were discovered
by the closely packed troops. The enemy made a second strong
attempt to dislodge the battalion with'a coordinated dawn

attack of foot troops supported by indirect fire weapons

¢causing meny casualities to be added to those already inflieted

cn the tfoops in the perimeter. The 3rd Battalion held its
13 : _



position on the objective and was reinforced the following day
by the 2Z2nd Battalion that had been unsuccessful in its attempt
to reach‘the ridge line further south, (Map ¢)

The operations of the 3rd Battalion, 20th Infantry, indi-
cate that often it was possible to maintain a position on
terrain that is critical to the accomplishment of the mission.
But even in the operation of the 3rd Batbalion described
above there was opportunity for more aggressive tenacity,
Patrols from the 20th Infantry and other friendly units head
besn operating relatively freecly on the very terraln that the
3rd Battalion had to pay for in blood and time. (10:11) And
these patrols were of sufficlent strength that they could have

probably maintained their position on the critlcal terrain

until reinforced,

The third alternative open to the unit commander is to
continue his operations unt:l or sfter night fall to seize
the objective and then reorganizs and consolidate. This
certainly is the preferrea course of actlon., Some elements
that enter into the practfcality of this course are the sfrength
of the eiemy, tne morale, training, and expsrience of the unit,
the sggressiveness and confidence of the unit commander, and
the distance to the objective,

An example of a commander availing himself to the third
course of action can be found in the operations of the lat
Battalion, 149th Infantry Regiment, 38th Infantry Division,
on.12 February, 1945, in the ZIG ZAG PASS operation., The mission

of the 38th Division and the enemy situatlon were explained in

the first example of this monograph. The 149th Infantry had
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followéd & guerrilla trail around the ZIG ZAG PAS> and was
advaneing to the west to link up with the remainder of the
Division that was following HIGHWAY 7 to the east, The 1lst
Buttalion, 19th Infantry was on the regiment's south {(left)}
flank, with the 2nd Battalion on the right (north of HIGHWAY 7).

A héﬁvily fortified enemy position was blocking the advance
of the battalion to the west, This position was the objective
of the st Battallon E6r 12 Pebruary. The story of this
battalion accomplishing 1ts mission can beé told simply: "This
positibn\waa captured and 6ccupied at dark by'the 1st Batta-
Iien, 149th Infantry". (14:32)

The operations of this bsttalion indicate an unwillingnass
to concede to the enemy the hours of darkness for his tactleal
use, The battalion commander exhibits a bellief that tnse
American soldier is capable of meeting a wily foe on even
‘terms in the jungle. The‘operations of the lst Battalion,
149th Infantry, also show that often it is possible to complete
the seizure of an objective by making limited objective attacks
to gain an entry into tﬁe snemy's defense line priocr to night-
fall, This entry will give our forees the advantage of cover
snd surprise during the night,

- It is Important that tne American soldier and his comnan-
der be given confidenca that‘thej can operate successfully
during the hours of darkmess., This is particularly true when
fighting in the jungle, All too often the American troops
felt it necessary to halt all operations in mid afterncon in
order to prepare for the night, no matter how close the objsc—
tive was,

15




The Department of Army has faced this problem because of
the problems arising 1n Worla war Il and Korea., The Army's
answer to this problem is to rsquiré one third of the applica-
tory stage of all tactical training to be conducted during
the hours of darkmess, (8:5} This poliecy should be a definite
deterrent on the fears of the American soldier toward attack-
ing and consolidatlng objectives at night, The policy should
also serve to bring to the minds of all commanders that the
enemy 1s not %o be conceded the hours of poor vislbility for
his maneuver slons, 1f by moving at night we can lmprove our

position,
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CONCLUS ION

what then are the lessons to be lsarned frbm the points
in this monograph? Maay new realizations of the problems of
Jungle warfare and ways to meet these problems came to the mind
of tne author during the preparation of this monograph, . Many
of these realizationas were entirely beyond the scopé of the
peper, but others bordered so closely on the scope that it
waslfelt that they had te be included in this section,

Unit commanders will be temﬁted to withdraw to famlliar
ground previously organized during the hours of darkness 1n
future jungle combat, This tendency.can be combatted by
aggressive leadership and extensive tréining in the techniques
of night combat. The present Army policy of a minimum of one
third of =all tactical'training to be conducted during the hours
of darkness will go far in remedyihg this situation. bpesial
training in jungle terrain should be conducted prior to the
commitment of & unit to that type 6f combat, if possible.

During World War II some unit commanders surrendersd key
terrain once chxpied by thelr units in order to malntain a
tight perimetef during the hours of darkness whlle conducting
offensive operations, This would result in a higher casualty
rate to American forces due to the losses incurred in regaining
the surrendered pbsitioné;

while it is true that the American soldier is most effec-
tive during caylight due to the large amount of firépowef
avallable to him, it is salso true that wnen needed he has

sufflelent capabllity to operate effectively in small units
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agalnst the enamy in the jungle at night with infantry light
weapons., He must, however, be imbued with confidence in his
weapons through thorough and efficient training.

The principles of offensive combat concerning the sei-
gure ana use of critiéal terrain apply-fully as well 1in the
jungle as in any other type of opération. .

Cbmmanders must be alert to the possibility of the
selzure of key terrain not occuplied by the eneﬁy. Patrols will
often disdover this terrain, ana aggrégsiveness on the part
of the commander will allow the acquisition of valuable
ground without 1035; o

| There is no substitute for excellent military leader-
ship combined with tactical proficlency in the accomplish-

ment of the mission in jungle combat,
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