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PREFACE :

30 January 1956
e

The point of view '.aucpressed in this paper is that of the auther -

not necessarily that of The Infantry School or the Department of the

Army,
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INTRODUCTION

"The occupation of a reverse slope position may be dictated if
control of the forward slope is lost or not gained, or if the fore
ward slope cannot be held because of its extrems vﬁlnerability to
enemy fire®., The foregoing guotation was extracted from paragrapﬁ
291, FM 7-10, Rifle Company Infantry Regiment, Dated October 1949,

The concept of defense in the minds of most infantrymen is
long fields of fire for all weapons from positions, if possible, on
the military crest of the dominating terrain available in the area
to be defendeds Tt is the purpose of this monograph, through the uze
of observations made in combat theaters, and combat examples, all
things being equal, to prove that the reverse slope defensive posi-
tien is not to be used when conditions are not faverable for convens
tional type defense, but\shoﬁld-be.given'a place of equal importance
in the minds of soldiers, Further; that a reverse slope position
properly organized, and detarminedlj defended, can be successfully
held against major attacks with heavy losses to the attacker and

minimm losses to the defender,



DISCUSSTON

Cover and concealment are major factors in the conduet of success-
ful defense., This fact is well known by most commanders and many hours
are spent in training troops to take advantage of cover, in selection
of ll;ositions, and in the means to camouflage the position once it has
been selected and prepared. Most students, on being given a positicn
to defend will immediately look to the exposed forward slopes seeking
long fields of fire and observation for all weapons. (2:8h)

Organization of the reverse slope gﬁes a long way in golving the
cover and concealment problem, as the effect of enemy ground observed
fires are greatly reduced by the hill mass to the ilmmedizte front.
(3:131)

There are many bonus advéntagas made possible by the increase in
cover and concealment on the reverse slope. The movement of troops
to the area which receives the major threat ié possible, In moving
they are subjected only to unobserved mortar and some artillery fire;
while, if on the forward slope, their movement is readily picked up
and subjected to all the fires the enemy has avallable, The problem
of messing and getting ammunition to troops on the forward slope is
often limited to the cover of darkness. This problem is greatly re=
lieved by using the reverse &lope. (7:h) Positions on the MIR are
not disclosed prematurely by the firing of the troops because they
cannot see the attackef until he crosses the crest, at which time he
is within effective range; thus the element of surprise may be gained
by the defender, Positions may be worked on and improved during day-
light, fields of fire cleared, and obstacles constructed and improved
when in direet contact with the enemy. In many cames this would be

entirely denied to troops on the forward slopes. Lastly and possibly
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the most importént advantage offered by the reverse slope position is
the greater freedom of movement allowed to commanders in the supervi- |
sion of their troops. (3:131) |

The United States Army, many times during the Second World War
and the Korean Conflict, ran up against enemy positions organized on
the reverse slope and occasgionally one of our enterprising commanders
tried one i‘ér himself, Let us look into several of these examples and
see the results.

A PLATOON TN THE. REVERSE. SLOPE .DEFENSE-T

On the 15th of March,1943 in Tunisia,the battle for GAFSA and
EL GUETTAR began with the 18th Infantry captering GAFSA and EL GUETTAR
in that order. On the 20th of March the regiment was attacking to the
east from EL GUETTAR along the GABLIES road. The country in which 'bhe‘
regiment was operating was generally a rugged valley, slanting dowm
from around 2000 feet at the shoulders of flanking ridges to desert
level where the valley ended at GABLES, There was little or nc vege—
tation in this area. The regiment was adfancing from EL GUETTAR with
the 1lst Battalion on the right shoulder of the valley and the 3d Bat-
talion on the left shoulder., dJust as the regiment approached the hills
t0 the east of EL GUETTAR it was ordered to go into defensive positions.
The 1st Battalion taking positions on the right shoulder of the valley
and the 3d Battalion on the left shoulder, with its right flank com~
pany, Company K extending dewn toward the floor of the vallery, covef—
ing4¥ midpoint by fire. The valley was about four miles wide. Dig
positions within Company K placed the lst Platoon on a forward hill
with the 2d and 34 Platoons to its right and left rear fespectively.
The hill occupied by the lst .Platoan was about 200 yards in width a-
long the front an& angled across the long axis of the valley at about
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fortyfive degrees. The forward slope was gradual and even. The re-

verse slope was Steep, about a thirty degree slope, and was cul by a
Lo a

wadi or ditch about four feet wide and five feet deep, amd ran gen-

erally parallel with the crest about fifteen yards down the reverse
slope, €3:320)(L:8)A
Q. ' '-=
It was here in this wadi, on the 22d of Harch) 2943 that the I:ten-'D

. Lepgus \ PG

U temant lat Platoon found himself, The forward slopes of his hill wage

~

under scatter:ed an:alil. arms fire and intelligence reports stated that.
the enemy, ;mpdaﬁd:f an armored division, was expected to attack.
(12830

The lieutenant crawled up to the crest to piek positions for the
defense of his hill, On sticking his head over the m'es.t slugs spat-
tered rock fragments down his neck., He ducked down behind the pro-
tection of the crest and considered his position. He had in addition
to his platoon an attached IMG section and one 60-mm mortar squade. He
could put his IMG's and BAR's on the crest and wait for night to fur-
ther organize his position. However, he knew he could expect an at-
‘tack at anytime, (h:8) o

The lieutenant knew that the Germans had been uwsing reverse
slope positions to good advantage since the African Campaign started.,
He remembered they had been tough positions to take. He looked his
position over under the new light of setting up behind the protecting
crest. The crest would give him complete concealment from grouﬁd obw
servation, and cover from the enemy auvtomatic weapons fire that was
now being placed against the forward slopes, It would alse give pro-
tection against any enemy flat trajectory weapons, particularly ‘t.ho_se
of the German tanks which were expected., MNortar fire effects would
be greatly lessoned with the concealment offered by the crest against
enemy observers. The lieutenant put the platoon in along the wadi,
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spacing his men five yards apart, three squads on line. Each man dug
himself a foxhole in against the forward bank. The grenadiers were
placed on the flanks and the 60~mm mortar squad went iﬁto position in
the wadi near the platoon CP, which wé.s located in the center of the
platoon position, The section of IMG's was split, one going in on
each flank, firing along the crest. This position slso ensbled them
to give flank protection. The BAR's were checked to insure they could
cover the entire crest.s Two OP's were organized on the crest for ob-
servation forward. (See tumnex i) _(}:9).-V

The rest of the day was spent in improving the positions. When
darkness began to fall and still the attack had not come the lieutan-
ent got his squad leaders together and issued an order, He had every-
man move straight forward and dig-in just shead of the crest in the
same relative position they had occupied on the reverse slope. L\I;;h
also established a two man IP, 500 yards straight to the front., He
had them relieved every hour to keep them alert and to give every man
a chance to dig in: CBy midnight the digging was complete so the
lieutenant split the rest of the night into itwo watches letting half
the platoon sleep each watch. (h:10) ©.

The platoon was alerted at 0600 hours by the sound of motors énd
steel tracks ringing on the rocks, The word was passed to hold all
fire. German tanks passed the flanks of the platoon position and dis-
appearsd to the rear. All was quist for what seemed to be 2 long time,
As the sun came up a line of half tracks could be seen ab.out 700 yards
to the platoonts front. As the enemy ddvanced, his fires began to
fall on the platoon position. The man next to the platoon leader was
hit almost imme&iately. The lieutenant passed the word, "back into
the reverse slope positions®. The platoon slid down over the crest,

back into the cover of the wadi and the holes that were prepared the
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day before, The lieutenant yeiled, ®hold your firel don't open up
until you hear me". The sound Vof motors could be heard apprecaching
an;:ﬁ;: deep roar as the half tracks mownted the slope, The noise
paused and came no closer; The llewtenant guesed that they were
still a couple of hundred yards away. (h:30)- |
There was a five minute wait, then a German (_)gi?.cer and his run-
ner appeared on the crest. The lieutenant gave him time to wave his
men forward and then shot him. The platoon sergeant got the runner,
wgr A S
German Tnfantry poured over the crest and the T*s opened up with thell
IMG's, BAR's_%:nd Ml Rifles, No CGerman got far enough forward for
hig bedy to roll into the wadi. (*ﬁ’:’IGT*;‘ |
In the next hour, three more attacks came :){ver the crest with the
same results. -After the failure of the last)) tch:a survivors stayed be-
hind the crest and threw granadés over. A warning system improvised
on the spot was set up and worked perfectly. When a Germen grenade
flew over the cresit, the ﬁen who saw it yelled and everyone duckad in-
to their holes. After each explosion grenades were thrown back. (‘i‘;xl;se
grenades were very effective on the Germans hﬁng exposed on the for-
ward slopes, i?'rhe 60~mn mortar also brought éhslls in on the forward
 slopes with good effects (hrio)™
The Germans again renewed their attack at LD howrs, They had
studied the ground carefully and this time were determined to take the
position. They sent a sguad around the lei‘ﬁ and drove up the valley
on the right with a company in halftracks. The IMG on the left flank
Ea;?lcll :‘.\hﬁ ?BADR of the 1eft sgaad along with the ¥Ml's in that area teok -
care-of this German Squad with eaee. {*h:ll)) £
Over on the right flank the rifle grenadiers had a field da,y
slasciaegs e o RSN
They stopped the half tracks, and the IMCG and rifles ‘plastered-thema®
The Germans made a determined effort. They scattered from the half
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tracks and tried their best te work up the hill omr foot,  There was
little cover and they found it a hopelsss task, The few surivors gave
up and got out as best they could. tirsref<_ |
By 1700 hours all en'emy(—a'ttacks had been repulsed. The infantry

sccompanying the Cerman ‘,I‘a.nics. had beén unable to assult any other point
on the left of the valley without reducing this forward strong point,
which they had Been unable to do, In their attempts they had lost

500 megAe:.the killed or wounded and five ha1£~*bracks destroyed. o™

Q recmd:ss%m:eﬁ sent forward to check the crest. and pub back"ir( t-he

Could Do

OP's for dbservation forward, the surviving Germans sould be seen -

withdrawing down the valley from where they had come that morning._

(hs11)

On checking the condition of his phtoon the lieutenant found one
rifleman dead and six wounded, A1l the wounded were able to walk back
o the battalion aid station. ¥ty

(Company K was awarded The Presidentual Umit Citation for this

‘action in General Order #60, War Department, 29 July 1Shk.)

In analyzing this acﬁion we find a platoon defending in a reverse
slope position against attacks made by a determined enemy who greatly
outnumbered the defender., 'l‘htg ghe attacks were determined and flerce -

*-?\A:ii indicated by the numerous a’t.t;mpts made by the Germans to dislodge
the platoon, and by the 500 casuslties they suffered in so doing.

9-Thet Eha topogfaphical crest immediately to the plétoen's front

served it ;rell in glving cover and concezlment and in gaining sm-pris?- -

5-—43-indisated by thefact—that the initial enemy attack came boldly a-
eross the crest with no preparatory fires, Furthermore, after the enemy
was pushed back to the forward crest he was only able to bring grenades
40 bear on the platoon position. The platoon suffered only seven cas-

ualties, although under heavy attack for most of the day, indicating
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that the fires the enemy was able to deliver on the platoon position
LR, '
R.%ag negligible.

In addition to gaining surprise, cover, and concealment the pla=-
toon's primary pbsitions served well to meet the envelopment which
the enemy brought against its flanks and resr. e ’LM'\W AbIL
A BATTALION IN REVERSE SLOPE DEFENSE

At 0300 hours, 17 December 19k, the 26th Infantry was ordered to
CAMP ELSENBORN, on the northern flank of the breakthrough which was in
progress .a.f. this time by the German Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies and
was to become known as "The Belgium Bulge", (3:6,9) |

The 26th Infantrj reached CAMP EI.SE;'N‘BORH at 0700 houre, 17 Decem=—
ber and was given the missien, by the 99th Divisi;:l' under whose control
they were placed at this time, to occupy BUTGEﬁ\TBAGH which appeared to
be the next objective of the 12th SS Panzer Diﬁsion, {5:10)

The regiment occupied BUTGENBACE at 1400 hours and the 2d and 3d
Battalions continued the attack to the sout;héas’t with the mission of .
seizing the high ground west and southwest of BULLINGEN. This was ac~
ccmpliéhed at 1540 hours, The lst Battalion.was ordered to secure
BUTGENBACH arid maintain contaét with the 2& Rattalion by Jeep patrols
along the BUTGENBACH - BULLINGEN Road.. The regimental command post was
Jocated in BUTGENBACH. (5:10) | |

The main enemy units opposing the 26th Infantry at this time con-
sisted of elements of the 12th SS Panzer, 12th Infaniry, and 3d Para-
chute Divisions. {5:10)

Due to the recent period of rehabilitation the regiment had under-
gone, after their drive through The HURTGEH FOREST had been completed,
on 7 December, and due to the loﬁg. 6ombat record of the regiment, com-
bat efficlency was relatively high, The enemy was in peak condition.

His units had been brought up to full strength for this drive, large
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amounts of material had been assemblyed, and_his troops had been told
that this was the decisive blow to elimiﬁate the allied threat in the -
west, (5:10)

The 2d Battalion, which we will be concerned with for this opera-
tion, received orders at 1600 hours, 17 December to defend the high
ground east, southeast, and south of DOM BUTCHENBACH. The battalion
had three attachmenta: 2d Platoon, Antitank Company, 26th Infantry;
2d Platoon, Company C, 63lith Tank Destroyer Battalion (¥=10); and 24
Platoon Company C, 7h5th Tank Battalion. The batﬁa_liﬁn commander made
his reconnaissance and in conjunction with hi's. st.aff decided on a 're—
verse slope defense., Hls reasons for selecting 'thé reverse slope was
for protection against the heavy fires that the enemy had available
and which were expected to be brought against &the baf.talion positions,
Due to the 2100 yard front assigned the battalion it wasl decided to
put three compsanies on line with three platoons on line ‘in each company,
except for Company G who utilized two platoons on line and fmrnished
its Third Platoon for the battalion reserve. The Third Platcon of Com—
pany G and the attached tank platoon were combined into a tank infantry
team and located back from the MIR on Eill 593. (See Anmnex B) (5:11)

Company F was assigned the ridge overlooking BULLINGEN., Company
G (Minus cne platocn) was placed to the right of the BULLIHGEN Road.
Company E extended from Company G's right limit to the right limit of
the MIR. (See Ammex B) In his defensive order the battalion commander
specified that each company would have one &0-mm mortar laid for fir-
ing iliuwminating shells during the hours of darkness. In addition he
requested that the supporting artillery battalion have one hoﬁiﬁzer
laid to fire illuminating shells every night. The S57-mm Antitank Guns
and attached M~10 Tank Destroyers were disposed to cover the main ave~

nues of armored approach, which were the roads from BULLINGEN ad MORS-
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CHECK to DOM BUTCHENBACH and the open ground between these roads. (See
Amnex B)

A gap of 1200 yards existed between the right flank of the 2d
Battalion and the left of the lst Battalion. This was unavoidable be~
cause of the shortage of units in the area. Due to thé reverse slope
positions occupied by the battalion supplementary positions to protect
the Tear were not neccessary since the units could adequately perform
this mission from their primary positions, (See Annex B) (531l1,12)

The battalion sector offered very little concealment from the air,
except for the buildings in the area., Companies F and G located their
conmand posts in a building together. Company E's Comﬁ:and Poat was
located in a building a few yards from the battalion command post.  The
battalion comrand post and aid station occupied the cellar and lst
floor of the town's main building, and the battalion OP was located in
the third story of the command post. (See Annex B) (5:12)

Organization of the sector was started imnediatelj, positions
were dug and camouflaged, overhead cover was ordered for all crew-
served weapons, and aliernate positions were selected for machineguns
and mortars. No artillery barrages were designated due to the extend-
ed front, but numerous artillery and mortar concentrations covering
the front were plotted, registered, and passed down to include platoon
leaders, Mines and barbed wire were requested and plans made to em~
ploy them when they were available. (5:1),15)

Three wire lines were laid over different routes to each company,
and two to each platoon, to include the attsched platoons, Wormal
radio and messengers were employed. Ammunition was stacked on posi=-
tions for the 60 and 8l-mm mortars. Partrols were sent out to BULLIN-
GEN and MORSCHECK to prevent surprise. The patrols reporte& enemy ve-
hicles moving southwest through BULLINGEN to MORSCHECK and continuing.
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on to the southwest, | and some movement of tanks was seen in BULLINGEN
and reporte._d. (5:15) |

The 18th. of December was spent improving pesitlons and one of
the ténk destroyers knocked oub six light enemy vehicles which ai~
tempted te use the BULLINGEN-MORSCHECK road during the day. In
addition to the six light wehicles two truck loads of German Infantry
and a armored car blundered into the 2d Battalion's position and were
destroyed. Just prior to midnight approxiwately 100 antitank mines
were received by the battalion, These .mines waere jlmnediately put in
forward of the MIR to block the two main roads into the battalion's
sector. (5:15,16,17)

At 0215 hours, 19 December, the first enemy attack was made on
the battalion position, Twenty truck loads 63‘.' .iﬁfantry dismounted
about 700 yards to the front of Company F and were joined by an esti-
mated ten tanks., They immedately launched an attagk on Company ¥ from
the east and southeast. (See Annex B) Company F used the organic 60-mm
mortars to illuminate the area and called for pre;rranged artillery
concentrations. Altogether the fires of the i’.Bd Field Artillery Batta-
lion (105-mm howitzer), Sth Field Artillery Battalion (155-mm Howitzer),
and two V Corps Artillery Ba'bt.élions (155-mm howitzer) were brought in
on this attack and within an hour it wé.s broken up. The enemy losses
were 100 men killed, 3 tanks knockedout, and L trucks destroyed. (5:18)

One hour before daylight on the 19th of December, Company B, 26th
Infantry moved in on the lst Battalion, 26th Ini‘ant.r'y' left flank re-
ducing t.he‘gap between the 1st and 24 Ba’b‘ba.lions td 600 yards. (See
Annex B) The remaining 600 yards could be covered by fire during day-
light and was outposted by Company B at night. (5:18)

Shortly after daylight enemy artillery and mortar fire began_ to
come in on the battalion and increased in intensity uﬁtil_lOOO hours, _.
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Akt this time the enemy launched an attack with a company of infantry and
two tanks against Company G, and at the same time a company of infantry
with four tanks hit Company F. . Both of these attacks were replused
with 57-mn antitank, artillery, and mortar fires., Some of these fires
were called down to within fifty yards of the MIR. (5:19)

No more attacks were made by the enemy on the 19th of December.
The three he made had been costly in losses of persomnel and tanks.
The 2d Battalion had only five casualties throughout the day, due to tke
well prepared reverse slope position occupied by the battalion and the
zeal displayed by the troops in holding their positiens. (5:20)

At 0330 hours, 20 December an estimated 20 tanks and a battalion
of infantry attacked Company ¢ and a similar force attacked Company F.
(See Amnex B) Ail available artillery fire was requested on the at-
tackers. Three enemy tanks passed through the left platoon of Company
G. These tanks passed all the way through the battalion position do=-
ing little damage, two of them were knocked 'out as they passed out of
the battalion area in Company E's sector. (See Annex B} While these
ténks were running through the battalion area, Companies F and G, contin—
ued to hold back strong attacks all along their front. By Olh5 hours the
attacks had been completely repulsed. No infantry penetrations had been-
made in the battalion lines. (5:22)

The Germans, at OS5hS hours, after a intensive aftiller-y and mor-
tar preperation, launched another attack, this time with 20 tanks and
a battalion oif infantry astride the BULLINGEN Road against Company Fe
Company F .called in artillery fire and ten of the enemy tanks were
knocked out by the antitank weapons within the battalion position as
they crossed the crest to the company's front. The remsining ten tanks

withdrew hehind the crest and attacked the left platoon of Company G.
(See Annex B) This platoon was practically eliminated but the enemy
1)1



failed to get through due to the devastating fire of supporting artil—
lery called in on his attacks. The Germans ﬁhen withdrew temporarily
to regroup for a second attack. (5223)

As soon as this last atbtack had subsided the battalion commander
decided to utilize the platoon from Company G that had been held in
battalion reserve to plug the gap made in Company G's lines. This
was accomplished and the battalion commander notified regiment that
he had committed his infantry reserve., At the same time he requesied
that a rifle company and an additional 57-mm antitank platoon to at-
tached to the battalion. {5:23)

Fifteen minutes after the attack on Companies F and G had been
repulsed an attack of approximately battalion size with tanks was
launched by the enemy against Company E. (See Annex B) Two of the
tanks were knocked out and the infantry attacking with them were all
but annihilated by supporting artillery, ﬁortars ,,machinegun s and rifle
fire, The remaining enemy in this force withdrew toward MORSCHECK.

By 0830 hours all attacks had been repulsed and the front line companies
began reorganizing their sectors. {5:2))

The battalion contimued to hold its positions against heavy enemy
attacks, which continued wntil 15 January 1945, taking a great toll of
the Germans with relatively light casualties to itself, On the 15th
of January the lst Division launched a coordinated attack which result-
ed in restoring the line in 1ts sector to that of 15th of December 194k,

In analyzing the defense of DOM BUTCHENBACH By the 24 Battalion,
26th Infantry, we find a reinforced battalion employing a deliberate
reverse slope position, against a determined attacker who greatly out-
numbered them in tanks and infantrye.

The Germans launched numerous attacks against the battalion's

pogition in overwhelming numbers supported by heavy artillery and
15



mor-tar preper_s.tions.

The attacks made against this position, in conjunction with the
intense ar’éillery i‘ires, although causing .snme casualties, never suc-
ceeded in brealing the battalion's lines,

The defender through proper ufiliza‘hion of supporting fires on
the crest and forward slopes of their position broke up every attack
made by the enemy inflicting heavy casualties. In contrast the defend=—
er suffered few casuwalties because his well dug-in positions on the
reverse slope gave maximum cover and concealment from the attacker's
preparatory fires.

BATTALTON ATTACK ON A REVERSE SLOPE POSITION

The 90th Infantry Division, opperating under the U, S. Third Army,
selected two crossing sites on The MOSELLE RIVER in OGtobei' 1okl dor-
ing the campaign in Westtern Europe, one at MALLTNG and the other at
CATTENOM. 1In making plans for the crossing the $0th -Division learned
that the prominent LE STROMBERG HILL area immediately to thelr north,
ocn the friendly side of the river, was beetlpied by the enemy and afford-
ed excellent observation of the ci‘ossing sites. The mission of capturw
ing and occupying LE STROMBERG RILL was assigned to the 83d U. S. Ins&
fantry Division, which was located imediate).y north of the 90th Divi-
sion and was under the operational contrel of the Third Army's XX Corps. |
(6:5) _

Upon receiving the XX Corps order to seize LB STROMBERG HILL, the
83d Division ordered Company B of the 308th Engineer (c¢) Battalion,
83d Division, to join m.th 1‘;he 32d Recon. Sguadron %o capture the hill,
The attack was launched at 0900 houré on the 4th of November 19k, and
moved to the edge of the objective.whére the Germans, taidng advantage
of their excelient obsaﬁation from thé topoéréphiQal erest, bogged it

down with artillery, mortar and small arms fire. {6:6)
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Shortly after noon it became a.ppa.rent. that the attack was not
succeeding and Division issued a warning order %o the 330th Infantry
to be prepared to move through the 32 Recon. and Company B, 308th
Engineers, to take the hill., By early evening it was definitely est-
ablished that the attack had failed and Division ordered the 330th
Infantry to juuap off the following morning. (6:6)

The mission fell %o thé 1st Ba.tt-alidn of the 330th Infantry which
was in regimental reserve at BURMERANGE. (See Annex C) The Battalion
was to move under cover of darkness to positions in the rear of the
line of departure and to attack at 0800 hours the following morning.
The attack was to be made from the present front lines. The plan was
to employ Companies .A and B gbreast, A on the right and B on the left,
to seizé and hold LE STROMBERG HILL. (6:8)

The 32Lth Feld Artillery Battalion was in direct supporte (6:8)

Company A was to attack southeast to the .end' of LE STROMBERG HTLL,
then sweep northeast in an enveloping movement. (6:8) |

| Company B with a machine gun platoon of Company D was. to attack
the left portion of the hill in a holding attack and conbinue on or-
der. (6:8)

Company Dts 8l-mm mortars were to be in general supéort and the
other machine gun platoon was alse in general support initially and to
be prepared to displace on order. (6:8)

Ctmpany C was in battalion réserve from positions in GANDREN (See
Armmex C) and was to follow Company A on order. (6:9)

The 32lith-Field da+i2dery Battalion and the battalion 8l-mm mor-
tars wére to fire preparatory fires on the cbjective at H minus 5 min-
utes, these fires were to be lifted on call. {6:9)}

Soon after darkness the battalion (mirms Company C) moved up to

BASSE KONTZ unobserved, Company C moved into. GANDREN, (See Annex C)

(6:10)
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The men were in high spirits as they moved and morale was excel-
lent. The battelion had suffered only a few casualties in the past
few weeks, and the companies were slightly over strength. The night
was spent meking lasf minute preparations, with the men getting as much
sleep as possible. At 0600 hours a hot meal was served., (6:11)

At H minus 5 minutes the prearranged artillery and mortar fires
were laid on the cbjective and at 0800 hours Companies A and B crossed
the line of departure., Shortly after jumping off Company B was pin-
ned down by artillery fire from enemy positions acrcss the MOSELLE
RIVER. (6:13)

| The enemy's atﬁention appeared to be occupied with Company B and
Company A moved up the slope without being fired upon. The 3d Platoon
continned up the hill and reached the military crest where i£ ran into
minefields and waé pinned down., (6:1k)

The 2d Platoon moved around the end of the hill advancing to the
northeast, The platoon, hearing the firing and believing that the en-
emy was occupied with the 3d Platoon, confidently moved forwérd in
platoon column, with the three rifle squads leading. The machinegun
section followed in the rear. {6:1h)

At this tims the 2d Platoon Leader, with the thought of assist-
ing the 34 Platoon, dispatched one sguad from the platoon to strike
out in the direction of the firing and to engage the enemy on his flanks,
The purpose of sending out this squad was to provide a small diversion-
ary force which would both draw the enemy's attention from the 3d Pla-
toon and at the same time provide flank protection for the maneuver
of the 2d Platoon, The remainder of the platoon, still unopposed,
moved to the left and rear of the German positions on the hill. Fire
erupted from the top of the hill and from three or four caves at its

base, which had not been noticed because of their natural comouflage,
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The platoon had walked into a trap. The men were pimned down from the
fire., The machinegun section had been irn the rear all through this
maneuver and was unable to employ its weapons properly due to the ter-
rain, Because of this ambush, casualties were heavy and the remainder
of the troops surrendered, with the exception of the platoon sergeant,
who feigned death uni_'.il after the Germans had moved away. He then slip—
ped back to the lst Platoon position. (6:14,15)

The company commander arrived at the lst Platoon at this point and
hearing of the 2d Platoon's misfortune ordered the lst Platoon to hold
where t.hej were until further orders. {6:15)

While this was taking place the men of Company B under cover of
smoke moved up to the slope of the hill where they immediately ran into
& heavily planted anti-persommel minefield (See Annex C) and were again
pinned down, (6:16)

The Company Commander of Company A reported the situation %o Bat-
talion and then had the 3d Platoon withdraw to BASSE KONTZ from whence
it was to proceed along the same route as that followed by the 2d Pla=-
toon and try again to outflank the German position. The squad of the
2@ Platoon which had been sent to the aid of the 3d Platoon and thus
spared, was now dispatched to the ist Platoon. (6:16)

The 3d Platoon leader proceeded to a vantage point and issued his
squad leaders the platoon order. Two squads sbreast were to be deploy-
ed as skirmishers, the 1st on the left and the 3d on t.he'right, with
the mission of sweeping around the slope of the hill to the enemy's
rear.. The lst squad was to follow in squad column formation and pro-
‘tect the platoon's flanks and rear, (6:16,17)

The signal was given and the men of *bhé 3d Platoon moved out using
assault fire and yelling as loudly as they could, The enemy was starte
led by this sudden maneuver and several prisoners were taken as the
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advance steadily progressed, until it ran into a heavily mined area
whare it was pinned duwn. by machine gun fire. Within seconds of the
machine guns, mortar fire from across the river blanketed the area.
Under this heavy hail of fire the men became excited and withdrew to=
ward the nearest cover which was in a small draw. They reached the
draw just in time te be. grested by a heavy cono#ntration of mortar
fire. Instead of running out of the draw the men became panicky and
hugged the ground. This was disastrous and casualties wede heavy.

The platoon was finnally herded out of the draw and sent to_po_sitions
| in fear of the 'lst Platodn. {6:18,19)

By this time it was late afternoon and Company B was alsoc having
its share of trowble., It was being harassed by small arms and mortar
fire and finding it difficult %6 move through the mine fields, Battaw
lion ordered both companies to halt the attack and continue at day-
break. Darkness afforded Company B the opportunity to clear a path
through the mine field, They halted and dug in for the might after
getting through the mines, Under cmrer_of darkness, the wounded were
evacuated apd the men of Company Ats 3d Platoon, disorganized and de-
moralized by the day's events, were withdrawnm to BASSE KONTZ for re-
organization and a comfortable nights rest before resuming the attack.
(6:19) |

The German's cleverly planned reverse slope defense ﬁad taken a
high toll of Company A. It had lost a machine gun section, two full
squads from the 2d Platoon, and 26 men from the 3d Platoon, including
the 2d Squad Leader and all of the assistant squad leaders. (6:19)

The next morning 6th of November 19h} the attack again jumped off,
Company B was late, but Company A made it on time., The engineers of
Company B, 308th Engineer Battalion had cleared a path through the
mine fields during the night and the lst Platoon swept through the
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Germans in a frontal assault., The Cermans attempted to withdraw down
the rear slopes of the hill toward the town of RUDLING .(See Annex C)
but the 3d Platoon, flanking the position, forced them into Company
B's area where they were taken prisoner. Judging from the mumber of
casualties and prisoners taken, the Germans had withdrawn their main
force during the nigbt and left a holding force of appredmately 30
men. Company A occupied the hill at 0930 hours and Company B continued
on to cleaxf the towm of SCHENGEN, (See Annex C) (6:20,21)

In analyzing this attack we find a German position isolated and
with exposed flanks, on .the American side of The MOSELLE RIVER with
the obvious mission of delaying the American advance until German po-
sitions for the defense of the MOSELLE RIVER LINE could be completed.

ITn this asction an enemy unit in a reverse slope defensive position
defended with both flanks exposed, against atbtacks made for two days,
inflicting heavy casualties on the attacker, |

The attacker in trying to take advantage of the exposed flanks of
the Cerman posit.i-cﬁ, twice tried an envelopment and both times ran into
the enemy primary defensive positions on the reverse slope, suffering
heavy casualties for their trouble and making no impression on the
enemy position. The frontal attacks made by the attacker on the first
two days ran into heavy artillery and mortar fires and well placed
mine fields. These attacks also made no impression on the position.

Judging by the number of casualties and prisoners captured when
the position was finaily taken, it appears t.ha.f. the Germans had zecom=-
plished their mission in delaying the attacker wntil they were ready

to withdraw accross the river,
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CONCLUSION

1. The reverse slope defensive position is not a special type of
operation to be used only if conditions are not favorable for positione
on the forward slopes, |

2+ Units using the reverse slope, through proper vtiligation of
observatlon posts on the topographical crest, suffer ne disadvantages
from loss of observation, |

3. Through a well coordinated fire plan units on the reverse
slope can successfully defend with maximum losses to the attacker and
minimum losses to the defender,

e In utilizing the topographical crest for additional cover and
concealment a reverse slope defense presenis maximum opportunity to
gain surprise,

5. A reverse slope position, due %o its location bas maximm
observation to the rear and is well situated to meet attacks from the
flanks and rear. |

6. Troops in the reverse slope position are protected from much
of the observed enemy supporting fires,

7+ Control of personnel on the reverse slope is considersbly
simplified, due to the additional cover offered by the crest to the

front,
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