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PREFACE

20 May 1958
_ The point of view expressed in this paper is thet of the author- |
not necessarily that of the United States Arny Infsutry School or the

United States Army.

Ui Ul

LIBUTENANT, INFANTRY ~



INTRODECTION

This treatise will discuss the anti;xuerﬁlla warfare doctrine,
vhere this dectrine is initiated and the active and passive measures
to be incorporated into the composition of this doatrine.

“The term guerrilla warfare is nsed. loosely to deseribe all Inds
éf irreguler warfare. It is genevrally a.nsoéiatoi with broad movemonts
that may be briefly deserﬂaod ani

1. & people’s war or revolution sgainst existing sutherity.

2. A wvar cenducted by irregular foress (supported by an external
power) to bring abeut a ahmge in the socioil. political order of a
wmtr:r witheut engaging in & formal, declared wars

3+« A var oan&_nctoﬂ by irregulsr forees in conjunction with reg-
ularly organized forees as a phase of a normal war,
| 4. Operation, generally of a short duration, conducted by de_ta.eh-’-—
ed regular forces in the enemy rear III!BEB;'.' (7:2)

. The defimition in 3 sbove will be dealt with primarily. Number 1
m 2 above were not considered as being. appliecable %o the Battle Groupe
The definition in 4 sbeve was congidered to be applieable to the Battle
ﬂir‘ogp_ss pgrtainn to infiltration or penetration and to be dealt a:l.th
in that light. | .

Note is nade of the limited smount of research material aveilsble.
ft'her_s are numerous artieles, FMs, and books on guerrills and anti-

guerrilla varfavre but very little on the dostrine.



DISCUSSION

Vho ig to say \rhat the next war will be? It might be similar to
wars and conflicts or the past and 11; night ‘ne s¢ radieally different
t]ut tactics and theorles of the past will have to be abandoned or mod-
ified. Instead of waiting and using the trial and erver method, many
principles and doetrines can be determined inthe interim and put into
effeet. True, 'bhiét @ootrines are subject to change and may be out-;
moded before they are firmly seated, but this is the pnrpose' of & reg-

unlar army; to determine principles and try them in field training preb-
lems ste., and arrive at procedures that are tested, short of combat,
for the military to use in sombat, should '_I:he need arise.

~ Highly mobile shoek units used in conjumetion with atomie

:_Eirepmfer support might well be given missions of hitting hard and
%mﬁ.ok the vital areas with little or no coneern to sccupying and

- holding large land masses. The use of atomics will necessitate greater
disperaien and ocenpation of latrenc po:l._nt#. !hi diaéorsien, & &
geeuution %o vulnerability as lucrative ta.rgéts, will offer nefc aad
Settor targets for gumilla. type warfare. Any .pa.rtiﬂe:lput who fails
to recognise the importance of guerrille warfare, both a.oti.vcly and
paasively, nay suffer severe losses nnd/ or dafeat.

The eccupation of strong points. leaves vast areas wicontrolled
and ideally auited for guerrilla stmnghel&l. tAnti-guerrilla opera-
t.ions, to be suseeasfinl, must be based on & brea.d, realistie plan that
secrdinates not only the politiesl, sdmininstrative, and military
i:hases of the operation, but alsc the activities of adjacent areas and
anti-guerrilla eommands.® (7:32)

Guerrillas are highly depoﬁdent upon the support of the eivilian
iropulation for food, water, shelter, ypretectiom from detection, amd



 quite often intelligemce. There must be & clear and definite sttitude
: tovard the civilian nppe@térs by the commeander concerned.

Before delving teo deeply into the suti~guerrille tsctios, the _
broad aims of guerrilla strategy might be defined inte five general

~ purposess | |
1. "Pe capitalize on the enemy's imebility to defend himself end
- his inportant installations at all pia.éeﬁ at all times by making use
of surprise, modility, deceptiom, evasiveness, and concentratien of
forces.

| 2. To inflict ecasualties upon his treops.

3. To cause dsmage to his supplies and installstions and delsy

. to his opéra.tion. |

4. To lower hig morale and prestige. _

5. To maintain (or destrey) the merale and the will to resist

| of the poﬁulstion." (7:8) -

| *?o prevent, minimize or ocombat guerrille warfare, dectrine is

: femia.tod and plans developed for a specific area threa.teuﬂ by &
guerrilla mensce. This doctrine based on & detailed snalysis of the
 country, the national characterisitios, and the customs, beliefs,
_cares, hopes, snd desires ef the people, mmst be Tealistic." (7:36)

| In many areas & friendly guerrilla féree may be developed it a

i Qmathetie movement is organized and exploited to tke fallest extent.
This is conversely true in that & poor plan may arouse the hatred of

' the people inte a hostile guerrilla band. This was vividly displayed

' in World Wer 1) by the Germam treatment of the ecoupied Russisn people.
: Bm of these j:eoplc sven welcomed the oceupation until tho Germans
either by ignoring the oivilisn problems or throwgh the use of wn-

necessary foroe angered the populace into hostile guerrillas. (5:36)



"Our Fational Government is responsible for formmlating doctrine
and policy toward foreign cowntries, The President of the Tnited
| States administers mn' national doctrine and poligy threugh the var-
: ious gevernmental agencies. After hostilities break out, our matiomal
- aims and polieies to be imposed on occupied or liberated countries
are administered through the Secretary of the Defence, When a thgnt-r
- of operations is organized, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, under fho__&m—_
retary of the Defense, specify the mission and respomihilitieﬁ of the
thester comsander. Besponsibility remsins with the highest schelom of
command te anticipate, detect and evaluute & guerrills m, and to
ineure understanding of policies and waiformity of actiom against a
' dissident populace snd hostile guerrilla forces." (7:37)
In combatting gnerri'llas there are no key words or quick
solutions. The military principles hold true ht quite often as
rreviously meationed have to be modified. It is desirous to destroy -
~the guerrilla. This is facilitated by isolating him from all the
¢ivilisn eupport, and préventing reinforéuenta or resupply from his
allied ferces. Isolating the gu_eirilla from the civiliane includas
winning th§ populace through propaegands, and keepimg him occupied and
: provided with the basic needs of foed, shclter, elothing and _
protection.” (6:74) "In every couatry under military scoupation there
are people in sll walke of life whose nrdent degire ia the return of
‘peace and normaleye® (5136)
| When @& commsnder moves inte an ares he follows the normal
gequenice of esﬁnblishﬁg seeurity and Matrative eontrol.
 Military government is established. The eeonomie, pelitical, snd war
aims are elea.rly. publiciged. Bold, aggressive actiom is imitiated and.

continue againat the gu_err:lllé.s, their command and logistios.



Gumillaﬁ are most valnerable in supply of faed, arms, ammunition,

morale and leadership. Their n&nrity is poor during darkness and‘ |

© inclement weather. Comtrol of anti-guerrilla units must be retaimed

~ &b high levels and extensive eoordination of lower and adjaeent ﬁnits

: is necessary. It ie of little value for a command in one area to

~ earry out vigorous anti-gwerrilla operstions and the sdjacent unit

. axercise only passive measures. The guerrillas will merely oross

 the boundary and wait for the danger to subside or be d:lvertod, and

- then return. (2:31)

. The rentity a.nd quality eet troops mpluyed te combat guerr:llla

is iapertmt not only from a nil:l.tary viewpoint but a political one.

@5 well. During World War II the Germans wsed second-rate poorly~-

squipped troops against the Soviet partism.!!hase fercos oﬂon be-

_came the laughing-stock of the populace. (5:34) |

The estimate of the mituation, kngwledgo of the ferra:la, and a
- therough reconnaissance are of paramount importance and are net

- . accomplished with a single patrol or a pair of binceulars alone.

Vithout these, any expedition inte a gu._errilla. infested ares oan be

no more than 2 plunge in the dark snd will leed to excessive losses

| in men and equipment. _

Other items of grave importance are up to date maps and photos
‘which cover the areas of known or suspected gmerrilla activity. Omly
‘when the mti—guefrilla forcee! knowlasdge of tho.terra.in begins te

a.pp&oaoh that of the marrillaé' ean success derive.

Anti-guerrilla taoties alsc requires the use of i#terprnters.
:m natives will bave much kmowledge comeerning the vhersabouts,
frequency of guerrills raids, and the langusge, but a wnit is handi-
‘capped if forced to rely wpen natives for this informatiog. The;'ofom-a,



the nced exists for intelligence, counterintelligence, and interpreter
personnel.

Typiosl guerrilla actiene operate at gi'ut speed and mpriso.'-
They appear, complete their mission, and withdraw. Onoe they have
disappeared, it is praetieally' impossible to pick up their trail. |
This guerrilla ehuMuiatio requires the anti-guerrilla ferces to
be rapid uao,' in their §ursu:u.-. This mobility might be aceomplished
in ome or a combimation of seversl ways. One is the wee of standby
mechaniged troops (APC); this unit would be ef such magnitude as to
~deplete the front line wnits, and ltil_l be unable to ocover the entire
_ sector, for mot only does the guerrilla hit fast, but will mormally
| strike in several places at onece. "In Werld War II, during a main
German attack, the main line of a railroad that had to handle the
gupplies for three German armies wae blasted by Russian partisans at
. twe thenmd points in a eingle night and was so effectively dis-
rupted that all traffic was stalled for several days.®(4:106) The
- use of helicopters is prebably the fagtest means of transporting
troops to the scene and im pursuit of the gwerrillas. Again, ene
might say the requirement would still be high as to the mumber of
| froopa required. The theught..ia, that these heliecopier borne troops
| would be better equipped to continme pt&auit and accomplish defeat in
~details Also, the eross~ooumtry cepability would ensble thess forces
to be responsible for a mush larger sector or araa. This la.rgo_ sector
of responsibility will entail the employment of good reliable
commmnicatien. It is virtually impossible te combat guerrillas or
any other force without commmication. In guerrilla eﬁnu areus,
the oommunication oqniﬁn’ent night be supplemented over and above the
: .tm sllowances. Through the use of a gnick-call (direct if



possible) %o the anti-guerrilla unite, trocps are dispatehed by
helicopters and might be ables to arrive at the socene before the
guerrillas have a chance to .ﬁnll their disappearanse act.

Conatant use of both the helicopter and the liasem aireraft is
importent for the surveillance of areas that are suspegted or kmown
to be infestegi with guerrillas. Special aerial phetos of thése areas
 might reveal well comoufleged guerrilla strongholds, or lecation
o areas suitable for air-dreps. Barring other prierity missions,

. the use of radar, TV, and/or infra-red will facilitate the location
- of strongholds or confirm suspected locations.

Communicatione play & vital role in guerrills warfare. It is
essential for transmitting informatien and requesting resupply. -
Therefore, counter-scemmumication is equirlly iiportant in anti-

. guerrilla warfsre. Emphasis is placed en monitoring snd leee.ﬁns
geerrillie radios. Omiea.tian personnel can alee jan mrrilia
channels, and well itrained operators can enter guerrillas net(s),
obtain information and/er mislead the guerrills foreces.

A guerrilla maeo should be countered at the earliest possible
time by aggressive actien. Security measures alome, allow the
' guerrilla epportunity te mi.fy,_ train, and develop coordination snd
logistical support. Successful offenaive action forces the guefrilla _
to devote moat of his time and effort to self-preservation. It is
‘Tather hard to attdck while defending with the same forces. This
is especially true for tﬁe gaerrilla whose attacking ability rests |
| in his surprise and not numbers. Placing the guerrilla on the de-
fense or on the run, has & tendency to lower hia morale and diﬁrapt
the command strueture, commmmications, and sepply system(s).

The purpose of offensive action is the destruetion of the



guerrilla forces. Continucus pressure is maintained against the
guerrilla, keeping him on the move, disrupting Mis security and

.argmisatiqm. Never a.lloﬁ him to recoup his loases. Do not -

" allow him o “eoil for the strike® or fight vhere he desire o

defend, Surprise is the key in all anti-guerrilla operstions. It

often requires the use of uncrthodox methods. Ertreme caution is

exeroised in the p;nuning, preparation and executiom ef oﬁe:ntions

: te prevent the gﬁmﬂlu from receiving any advanoed warning. 7Thies

' involves th§ avoidanes of sudden changes in loeation of troops and

supplies, snd mey Tequire the quaramtine of villages by guards to
p_revent the civilian snpbarters of the guerrillas from g_iﬁng varning.

| To schieve this surprise and t.o counter the ﬁobility of the

guerrilla the anti-gnerrilla. unit wmst possess greater nebility, and

- cemmunication. The commander will develop this nobility and

“commmnioation threugh inltiativo, improvisation, and aggreasivenass.

There a.re.'genea:a.lly three forms of effemsive action against

guerrillas. These forms are oneirclmant, sttack, and _xmruuit._

- These forms of offensive aotioﬁ will not be diseussed further but

can be found in any of the guerrilla and anti-guerrilla varfare

~mannala. _ |

It may often be advizable rér even Recessary fo organize and

: utilize anti-guerrilla units. These units are ergenised, aﬁnipped,

and trained to eﬁht guerrilla forees by ﬁeing guerrilla nathods.

They sTe an effective means of carrying om offemsive action with

. relatively small forces. This unit reénires special akills and above

:'a.ll, teamwork, m;r smst be therenghly fanilia.r with th§ terrain and

the babite of the hostile guerrilles. This unit is also capable of

- conducting missions of reconnaissance, security, and dutmti.on of
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guerrilla forces.
The anti-guerrills units may be given detailed missions bnt.
 normally are given broad missions and aress of ope&a.tiona. Thcy are
: not limited by boundaries and operate in the area the hostile guerrilla
| unit(s) operate. o '.
"Peraonnel, that eonatitute.n anti-guerrilla unit, are melected,
. prefersbly from va1untee;-s, who are best qmiﬂea. ' They require
| intelligence, self confidence and physical stamina, Hunters, .trsppéra
. and combat seasoned veterans are particularaly well suited. %Fheir ability
f to work harmeniously within the group is more important than their
. individual inherent or soquired assets. Unite must be organized that
- will operate without frictiom for prolonged periods of time under
urmsuel strain. Specialists and technicians for communication, medieal,
demolition, and iﬁterpretor needs are included in each team. Once the
unit is organized, it lives, trains, and cpexates as a team."(T:64)
Thers are many variables to consider in the orga_nisatioﬁ.”of an
 anti-guerrills wnit. Some of these ave the terrsin, olimate, radius
of operation, resupply, mission, hostile, guerrilla menace, and the
supporting wnits. A typical organisation is shown in Amex A. To
: facilitate cross-country mobility, conceslment, and resupply, the
strength of the unit is kept to & minimum.

The training of an sntieguerrilla unit will vary, as with the
j eﬁrganisation, to meet the special conditions of the area. Many |
- subjects are common to any anti-guerrilla wnit. Some of the Jubjects

are ghown in Anmmex B.

| Mention nhenld‘ be made of some of the factors to be econsidered
in anti-guerrilla operations. the Troops employed will require
. apeeial oen'sideﬁ.-ation and com attention. Morale of these per=

sonnel is a serious problem. This is d&ie to the isolation of their

n



operation and the gruelling tasks of trying to reute and destroy sm
unseen and often invisible enemy. It requires they be on the ge

continmously for days without even the comforts normally afforded _
& TOLE unit. BResupply is extremely diffieult but fasilitated to seme
extent by the nﬁe of Army airoraft and improved commumications in
areas where hostile air and snti-sircraft do not exist. Aerisl.
resupply and evacustion (s big morale factor) are further hampered
by the frequent changing of positiom of anti-guerrillse unita and
the effects of weather. |

These anti-gnerrilla wnite a.l.ao lack the support of iutmtic
weapons of the TO&E wmit. The requirement for eross-country n_lobility
renders these weapons too much of a luxury. Also, the support of
armor is quife often impossible due to the i_naoceaaible terrain in
vhich these operations are conducted. Artillery cennot always support
for many and varied remsons; lack of observers in the area of oper-
ation, (this can be supplemented by members of the anti-gumilla
unit), confinement of the area, indefinite location of the enemy,
close proximity of friendly troops, range of the wveapons, ete.
Artillery and armor principles of employment may be modified to ellow |
limited suppert. | o

(lose air-ground suppert is very effective. Tactical air control

parties ('I'LGP) in liason sircraft with UHF and EF radio equipment

communieste with ground parties (HF) for targets and guide the close
support airoraft (VEF) in on the target. '
So far, only the aotive messures have been discussed. There are
equally es many passive measures. Many of these might _wel_l be
dovered in other separate SGP's but it is felt they merit memtion

under cme title, "Passive Anti-Guerrilla Measures.”

12



The first of these i ',ceaui'it]r, to inelude; troopss installa~ |
tions, both front and rea.r; supply discipline; iiaas of communica-
tion; troop convoys; and supply eonvoys. Each of these will be dis-

oussed separately from the stendpoint of scme of the security
measures to be taken. m degree of ingenuity of the commender
concerned will determine the success of his security.

1. Troep security sheuld be emphasized by all coxmanders.
Personnel who have not experienced guerrilla radds are n&t_. cognizant
of the danger that exists. This is especially true in rear areas,
vhere personnel have a tendency o drop their guard. In World Var
II the Germans utilized all their personnel, in that troops going
on leave, transferring etc. carried their ‘weapons and acted as |
security on the tramsportation means they wers utilizing. (5:28)-

2. TIastallation as disoussed here is intended to mean smy wnit
ocutpoet, security post, libtening.'paat, ammo dump, ete. These are
nost susceptible to guerrills sttacks because of their relative small
size and ph&aicsl separation from other units. FPersonnel should be
capsble of self-preservation ané. oonduéting their own defenae ..agsinst '
ssall guerrille attacks. Commend guidanee and npaﬁ'ision is given to
these units in referemce to physiosl obatacles like ninés, vire, alarms,
1llumination, searchlights, patrols, secout dogs, and all around de-
fense. |

5« Supply disoipline is instilled in every soldier. ‘It should
be pointed out that lost er stolen equipment might very well turn up
in the hends of the guerrillas to be wsed against them. |

4. Long linee of commmnication are diffieult te sedure from
guerrilla a.ttacks without t.lie use of a 'large nomber ofi personnel,

whioch ¢annot always be spared. "Railway instellatioms and rail

13



traffic are sscured by establishing defined sress of responsibility
from th_eater command down threugh subordinate commends like army,
eommunicatione sone, and ares commands. Standered operating pu-éce-
dures, to inoinde eesuriiy measures, are sunounse by theater
directives. "(3189) Bridgee, tunnels snd underpssses are handled
in the same mammer as imstallations in 2 above.

5, Convoys are very suseeptible to guerrills smbushes. Even
troop convoys are vulnersble withowt sonvoy sesurity detachmenta.

&. An armored infantry unit is highly suited feor a seeurie
tﬁr d.efmhnent. A Poesible formation using such a wnit ie shewr in
Annex €. A seourity detachment is divided into twe elementsy a
Eolding. _elmnt, and an attecking element. The security detschment
might also include medieal personnel and sngineers, depending uponm
the size of the eenvoy, distance to travel, and the :I.miueﬁt threat
of guerrillas. |

b. Recomnaissance aireraft mey be used with convoys, with
or without a security detachment. They are highly benefioial for
their communiestion, visibility, and eapability' of salling and
directing clese support airgmﬁ't and artillery fire.

¢. All genvoys are theroughly briefed to mude_ 8ll per-
sonnel. Bach and every man knows exactly what he is to €o and when.
Contrary to gemeral opinion, convoy speed is kept slew (10 to 15 mph)
in suspected areas. This facilitatea the atopping and wnlecaeding of
personnel. Drivers stop their vehicles in the tracks of the front
vehicle with ne attempt to pull to the skowlder for these areas fre-
gnontly will be mined. ,llutomtie veapons will fire eomtinuously f'a
tha flanks, eommencing fire wpon the 6rder of the convoy commander,
in aress of likely ambush. Onoce hit, the iroops detruck and fire

14



‘at likely targets. The éemity- detachment occmmander issues orders
placing ome of the presrranged attacks into effect, preferabdly an
envelopment. (3:95)

d. Vhen a security detachment does not sccompany the convoy,
part of the available tioepa are placed well forward im the convoy and
‘a strong detachment in a vehicle(s) thet follows th. main body by
sbout three minutes. Conversely, with par. ¢ above, & fairly fast
speed is maintained, Areas pféeluding fast speeds are recomnoitered
by foet troope. Granted this slows the convoys but jivea a better
_aggurance of getting the eonvoy to its destination. Vehicles damaged
by mines will move to the shonlders if posnihie, %0 allow the re-
.maining vehicles teo pass. .'.E'rooys frou the dipabled vehicles will
retwrn the fire, Once clear, the ambush arsa, troops will disscunt
and attack baék. The rear guard, by mesns of radie contact with the
main body, will dismount and attack the flamk of the guerrilla fovce.
‘Both attaeking forces exercise exireme cantion to preelude firing
upon one another.

"The dispersion of units in counter-guerrille operations places
s strain on communicatiom fasilities throughout & command, The great-
est difficulties are in the lower echelems, Operations are expanded
throughout all echelons and this incresses the communication re-
quirements. Looal facilities sre fully utilized to help expand the
Mieatiana nets. These facilities, however, are net Seliable.
They are .not only ntr&naly vulnerable to guerrilla attacks but are
exposed to use by the guerrillas. Radio im the most flexible of the
eommumication means. Spesial eonsideration is given to the need for
2dditional and special commmication eqnimt.r (3:36) |

All peréonnel of the aray receive some tx_-n.inins that is beneficial

15



in anti-guerrilla warfare. The training received in Infantiry tank

teams, night atiacks, raide, marchs ete, plus 4 kours on Anti~
 infiltration and snti-guerrilla warfare must be incorporated imte
. the commandere concept and decisions. The individual soldier mmst
" be reminded (retrained if necessary) of the techniques he knows and

shown how to apply them in various situations.

16



CONCLUSTCH

It is thé conclusion of the author that the future battlefield
‘will consiet of great disperéi between units and these wnits will
;be very susceptible to guerrilla warfare. The anti-ganerrilla doect-
Tine must be based om a hroad realistio plam imcerporting the
:pélitical, administrative, and military phases of eperatiom, in all
sress and commands. The dectrine requires & detailed analysis of
‘the ceuntry, the national eharasteristics, and the eustoms, belisfs,
cares, hopes, and desires of the pecple. _ '
| "ur Natiomal Govermment is responsible for formulating the
doctrine and polisy toward foreign ecountries....After hostilities
break out, our national aims snd policies are administered ‘through
the Secretary of the Defemse and Joint Chiefs of Staff, by the
théa.ter commenders....Responsibility remains with the highest echelon
of command to anticipate, detect, and evaluate a guerrills menace,
and to insure understanding of policies and uniformity of action aw
gainst a dissident populace and hostile guerrilla forces.”

Contrel of anti-gmerrilla units mmst be retained at hi@ lavéla_

to insure that the guerrilla is uniformly pressured im all areas.

The requirements of mobility, maps and photos, communication equip-
mont and personnel, intelligence and interpreter persennel oamnct be
tumished at Battle Group level. It is further comcluded that this
snti~guerrilla wit(e) will be organized no lower than Divieion
level. | |

The Battle Group will conduct primarily passive anti-guerrilla
reagures, using the offense sgainst a.llmovm forece im its area by
independent action and reinforcing or supplementing the anti-guerrilla

17



unit. The passive measures will be SOP for the Battle Group to in-
;clude the seourify of trooju,_ installations, convoys, lines of

communications, and emphasis on sapply diseipline.

18



ANNEX A-(Typiosl orgsnizstiom of & special anti-guerrilla unit)

PO 4 et e et

a &9

B
e

COMDIR -
FPLAT SGF
PLAT SGT ASIT
RADIO OFR

MED NCO
MED KCO ASST
MBGE . .
SUFPLY DETAIL
NATIVE GUIDES &

RADIO OPH ASSP

Soeciar |
WEARPONWVS

Special Text 31-20-1 Sept. 1950
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ANNEX B - (Anti-guerrills training subjects)
Field craft (adapted to the terrain and climatio econditions of
-the area.
First aid.
Vater skilla.
Yfeapons.
Clothing and equiptment.,
-Physlical training.
. Eﬁp reading and sketching.
Scouting,’ patrolling, and sniping.
| Communieations.
Air-ground oparationsa.
Artillery senaing.
Unsarmed defense.
Demolitions and booby trapa.
Security
Night operatioms.
Special taoctics (ambush, raids, eto.).
Intelligence. |
'_Eostile guerrille foreaa;
Native populace.
Language.
Q:eationing guerrilla prisoners and native ¢ivilians.
Use of native guides and ecllaborators.
Supply and administration.

Field exercises.

Special Text 31-20-) Sept 1950
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ANNEX C-(Possible formation of a sonvey in hostile guerrilla ares)

Hot D'uw;-_
ELEMENT

‘/’ . ATTACKING
& — ELEMENT-INF
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