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(1)
ThDo 2
4. 8

(2)
Tho, 4

(3)

Da, 8

(4)
Thoe &

THE CHIMA RALTAR BYPEDITION

IETRIDUCTION

(1) In the vrovinces of shantung and Chili-%i during the years
Just nrevious to‘lgoo, there was much suffering caused by such nat-
ural things as floods and droughts, and such unnatural things as dis-
honest tax collectors and grasping, overbearing foreigners., the av-
erage Chinaman during that reriod was fery ignorant, and exceedingly
superstitious. ﬁﬂen he hegan to try to solve the riddle of his
troublea, his superstition came to the front and told him that his
troubles all came from allowing foreign devils to live in his coun-
try. Had they not brought the railroad with its terrible noise to
disturdb the Sﬁirits? led they not, ﬁn laying its track, movea; cut
through or destroyed the graves of many ancestors, thus hindering .
their vroper worship? (2) Yea, all these things they had done and
more, Ffor in order to make one of their bridges strong was it not
necessary to bury children under it? Did not the missionaries
gather children for this very purpose and also that they might have
on hand plenty of children's eyes and hearts to use in making med-
icines? All these things the Chinese believed. what, then were
they to d0? The answer seemed simple--kill or drive out all foreigners,

(3} Some two hundred&ears before this time a Chinese secret
gociety was organized undergthe name of I-Ho-Tuan, Righteous Harmony
Pigts. In 1900 this society gained adherents very rapiily hecause
they had some organization, and used as a slogan "Kill the forelign
devilai™ In Shantung the governor, Yu Hoien, aided them (4) and
though the Imperial Government, under some pressure, had to remove
him ag governor after the murder of a missionary, yet almost at once
he was given another province, where he worked his will on foreign-
ers hy allowing the worst maasacres of that terrible year. The in-

fluence of this society, now widely called "Boxers", spread to the



(6)
Da.

(6)
Tho.

(7)

Tho. 12

(8)
Da.

11

9

13

Imperial City and received the goodwill of the old Dowager Empress
and moat of her ministers,
"7, (5) During May, 1900, the oufrages againét foreigners became
80 mumerous that the diplomatio representatives'in Paking becams
alarmsed and called on their govarnments for guards. Warships were
gsent to the mouth of the Pieho River and some few guards were land-
ed and sent to Peking by rail. They #rrived Just in time, for the
lgat train out of Peking left on Juﬁe 3rd, and the boxers were
swarming into the city. On June 5th much of the deteated railroad
lire was torn up. (6) Tate June the 10th the Ministers in Peking
called on the consuls at Tientsin for more assistance, (7) Up to
this time small bodies of foreign troops were assembling at Pient-
8in, and the total there June 10th was 1945 men, 8 machine guns, 6
small field pieces and one six-pounder, from the following nations:
English; German; French; Japanese: Russian: American; Austriasn; and
Italian, When fhe call for troops came the Russlaens and French did
not wish to start until more troops were present, especially as
2000 Russians were to start from Port Arthur June 11th. Roweverg,
thelr obJections werse overrauled and on June 10th what is known as
the Seymour Bxpedition left Tientsin for Peking,
- THE SEYMOUR EXPEDITION

(8) The Seymour Expedition was commanded by Admiral Seymour,
an English naval officer, with Capt. MoCalla of the U, 3. Havy as
second in command., The expedition started by train, intending to
repair the track as they went along. A day and a half out of Tient~
8in they were attacked by a large bddy of Boxers, At Iang Fang,K &
little over hall way to Peking, they found the track gone and their
way blocked by imperisal troops with some artillory. The expedlition
was forced to retire. A broken bridge caused them to abandon the
train and follow the river. Boxers opposed them contimmally. Ra~
tions gave out. June 28nd they reached and stormed the Hsi-Ku ar-
sensl, eight miles north of Tientsin. Here they found rations, am-

munition and medical supplies.- During the ten days they had lost



(9)
De. 18

(10)
Da., 26

295 men killed and wounded.
RELTEF OF TIENTSIN
The Seymour Expedition drainﬁa Tientsin of foreign soidiers,
and in & very short time conditions there became very dangerous.
(9) The American Consul called on Rear Admiral Kempff,K senior nav-
al officer with the fleet, to send more men to Tientsin, Ma}. Wal~-

ler, of our Marine Corps, arrived at the mouth of the river Jumse

18th with a amall battslion of Marines from the FPhilippine Izlands,

He was at onoe ordered to procsed to Tientain. On June 20th he got
together a train at Tong Ku (end of the railrosd near mouth of Ple~
ho River), and with it moved his men to within twelve miles of Tient~-
sin. At this point he caught up with a detachment of 400 Ruasians.
The two commanders got together and decided to make no advance until
the next day, =a more Russians and also some British troops were to
arrive at that time. However at 2 a. m, the next day (June 21at)
the Russianz sent word that they wers moving on and éekea the Amer=-
icans to come along. Ma). Waller 4id not want to start, but neith-
er would he be left behind, so a start was made. The Americans had
one Colt gun--it was used a&s an advance guard, Near Tientsin enemy
fire stopped the movement. FPhe Colt gun jammed, and was disa‘bled
and discarded. The Russians retreated, sending word that they would
halt four miles below the previous camp. The Marines were forced
to retire, acting &s & rear guafd for the Russians., This day the
123 Marines marched about thirty miles, fought for five hours, and
managed to bring in their four dead and nine wounded. During the
afternoon and night of this day 600 Russians, 600 British, and
amall 4etachments of German, French and Italian troops arrived at
the camping place. {10) June 24th this body of troops forced their
wey into Tientsin, relieving the situation there somewhat. After
reaching Tientsin the troops received word that what was left of the
Seymour Expedition was cooped upwdn the Hsi~Ku arsenal. On June
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{11)
Da, 15

{12)
Tho. 31

(13)
Tho. 23

(14)
Da. 16

(15)
Da, 16

’
26th some troops were sent out, and this expedition was at last re-
turned to Tientsin.

THE. TAXU FORTS TAKEN

At the mouth of the Pieho River were the Taku Forts. (1l) The
The var{ous foreign naval commanders felt that it was necessary far
them to oscupy these forta, as they sat right on the line of com~
manications with Tientsin snd Peking. Againat the wishes of the
American admiral word was sent to the commander of the forts that he
must surrender or the forts would he asgsulted. (12) Before the
time to make his decision was up a gun was fired from & fort at one
of the foreign gunboats in the river. Troops were at once landed
and the forts wers eaptured, June 16th, with the help of the guns of
the naval vessels in tha river (except the American).

(13)

of the forts and then of thelr capture it was considered as & dec~

When word reached Peking of the demand for the surrender

laration of war, and word was sent to the foreign ministers to leave

Peking within twenty four hours. The ministers refused, believing

it would mesn certein death for them to attempt to reach the sea.

The ministers started to asgemble &t the Chinese Foreilgn O0ffice to

(14) The Germen minister was killed on

his way there, and on June 20th Chinese troops opened fire on the

rroteat ageinst the order,

legations.
GENERATYT SITUATION, JUNE 30th

{15) At the end of June the general aitustion was about as
followa: In Peking a total of 450-£oreign soldiers, guardihg as
best they could all foreigners there and many Christian Chinese.
At Tientain a foreign force, slowly increased in size, holding the
railroad and foreign section of town, while the walled native city
was faull of boxers and Imperial troops. The Taku forts had fallen,
and the railroad coulld be operatéd betwoeen Tong Ku and Tientsin.

i
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(16)
B, 445

(17}
B. 450

{18)
B. 450

(19)
e, 28

(20)

B, 458 -

(21)
B, 453

TEE CAPTURE OF TIENTSIN

(16} It hecame very-naceésary to drife the imperial froops
and boxers out of the walled city of Tientsin; as they were con~
stagtly firiﬁg on the foreign sectlion and the railroad station, cauge
ing many casuslties, July 11th and 12th the 9th Int. (1ess 1 btn,}
U. 3. Arny and sbout 300 U. 3. Marines reached Tientsin from the
Philippine Islands,. (17lr The attaék above mentioned had been ar-
ranged for July 13th by the Commander of the British, French and
Japanese troops. 301. Iiscum of the 9th U. 3. Inf, arrivea in Tiente=
8in on the 11th, dbut when night of the 12th arrived he had'g memors
andum designating the ‘place of his regiment in the column to march
to the battlefleld. . k:t @therwise he had no orders nor does 1t ap-
pear that he had learned much ahout the ground over which his trogps

'were to oporate. Reveille was at 1 &« m, There was a mud wall sur-

rounding 2ll the 1nhabited part of Tientsin including the walled
eity. (18) The attacking troops formed’ sonth of the somtheast part
of this wall, in three columns facing almost west.. The French col-

umn wds near the wall: Japanese about 500 yds. to the French left;

- and 500 yds. still farther to the left was the last column, composed

of British, Americans and a few Anstriansg Attacking from the esat

gide of tha clty were the Russians and Germans. Gen. Fukuahima ( Jap-
~anese) was the senior on the south side, Brig. Gen. Dorward (Brit-

: iéh) commanded the third or left column., (19) The total strength

of the whole attacking fofce wasg 5656 men with a small amount of
sartillery. At 5:30 a. k. troops were in extended order, facing
the md w#ll directly south of taﬁﬁh,tao) The 9tk Taf,.in single

rank with one pace between men, The lines were directly south of

~ the Taku (south) Gate of the walled city and of an arsenal in the

mzd wall, The Chinese fire came from the walled city. Our troops
moved up to the mud wall to get protection from the Chinese fire.
The Japanese formed inside tha.mud wall and started advancing to-
ward the Taku Gate. (21) 4 British staff officer %told Col, Liscum
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(22) to support the left of the Japanesse. (22) The Colonel moved
Da. 24 his regiment,ﬁggzh the mud wall and extended to his right (east)
under cover of an 0ld moat and road bank, He did not exteni
very far in this direction until & heavy enfilade fire reached
the line from a group of rmud huts some thousand yards to the
noftheast. The regiment, in single line, changed front under
heavy fire and advanced towsrd the houses., Then they hald ar-
rived within about one hundred and fifty yards they were halted
by 2223? that they could not pass. They lost many men. Ammun-”
ition gave out. lany brave deeds were performed, but they could
10 little except suffer until they were withirawn after dark,
Their Colonel 3ied at the front and ahout twenty-five pefeent of
the regiment were killed or wounded. The Japanese by nightfall
wére in possession of mud houses near the Taku gate and at day-
light next morning blew the gate open and the city was entered.
The allied artillery had fired about all their ammunition into
the Uity. It was on fire in many places and there were many
Chinese casualties inside. The Chinese troops withdrew to the
north and west. This fighting relieved the tension at Tientsiq

_ at a heavy cost but the main mission was still ahead,

Tt i g
g ey

RELIEF EXPEDITION STARTS TOWARD rEXING.
By the end of July the number of foreign troops at Tient-
sin hai increased somewhat. un the Americsn side the 14th Infan- ..
try less om® battalion, and sattalion F, 6th wield Artillery, had ,4i°
e i ¥
arrived from the Islands. A transport was in from the States with

General Chaffee and the 6th Cavalry aboard. wun August lst a con-

Terence of Generals was held. it was decided to start for reking

{23) on Auguat 4th, {23} the columph to be cémposéd of:

Da, 5%
Anmerieans 2500
English 3000
¥rench 800
Japanese 8000
Hugsians 4300
Total 18600

Y-S -



The effectives probably did not exceed 1600,men. Lo AT
| HNGAT{ENT AT PEI-T3ANG v
ﬁapanese reconnaiésance showad that the Chinese were hold-
\ing a strong line of works near Pel-tsang, ahout eight miles north
of Tientsin. |
P(§4} (24) The expedition marched out of Iientain in the after-
o noon, August 4th, and went into cemp a few miles to the north. un
the. 5th, reveille was at & a.m. Troops moved out in the dark, rhe
Japanese led the attack at daybresk, Firing was very heavy for some
two hours. <+he American troops were in reserve. when it came thelr
time to move, they found the works in front c¢lear of the enenmy,
The uhinese, Imperial troops, retreated to rang Tsun about twelve
niles from rei-tsang, and the place where the Tientsin-Peking R.R.
crosses the rPisho river,
R | ENGAGHMENT AT YANG TSUN
The Commanders agreei that on the 6th the Japaneass should
continue up the right bank while English, Americans, xussians, and
Frenoh should cross on & Jag pontoon bridge and move up the left -
(25) bank, following the general line of the railroad, (25) The British
Fo L. moved with their left . on the river anid were followed by the rFrench
and Russianse The Americang moved to the right until they struck
the railroad, then moved along near it with the 14th Infantry in
advance. ihe march was through corn.ani sweet potato fields which
were very soft., The heat was intense. water gave out. The battle
began at about a two mile range. ihe railroad was on an embankment
which stood up some Pifteen feet above the plain and graiunally turn
(26) ed to the left pushing the troops toward the river. (26) General
g?.égg vhaffee moved the 9th infantry and Bat%&i&eﬁ-ﬂl_5th ¥ield Artillery, —
to the east side of the railroad snd moved against some small vil-

lages on that sile, 4he 14th infantry and the British (Indians)

mixed as the railroad limited their fronte . there were some grave

~=rZeVen=-—-



(27)
P.E.

(28)
Da, 63
B.E,

(29)
Da, 72
P.E.

{30)
P.E.

nmounds on the line of advance, the only shelter from the artillery
fire and, aﬂkigrﬁ%ached ;%; the rifle fire? (27) Many of the in-
disns remsined behind these mounds. rhe 14th Infantry was in tﬁ%ﬁﬁ?
lines. the leading line assanlted and cleared the village to the
front and the railroad hbank. Advaneing for two miles under fire

on such an intensely hot day and without water was too muech for
most of the men. The very strongest were about down. some died.
from the effects.

(28) Just after the 1l4th Infantry had reached its & 6b—
Jectives the nussians and English batterises caused considerable
losg by firing into the position. ¥he Chinese retreated in fairly
good order in the general direction of reking.

KARCH COUDITIUNS TQ TUNG CHUW

On Auguast 7Tth the Allies rested a day to $et up supplies
end bury the dsad. After this date the Japansse were allowed to
move in front followed by the Eﬁg;gﬁ;f- this formation caused the

American troops to march through the heat of the day., (29) Hany

who experienced those marches agree that never before nor since

have they seen the sun effect men as it 3id there. Ien dropped
almost by squads, some of them never recovered though most would
finally reach camp after dark. Luch-of the marching was through
tall corn with powdery dust; ankle 3eep, and not a breath of air
gtirring. The days to Tungluhow, August 12th, followed each other
like a nightmare. ihere was no fighting. ‘Tfung Chow was a walled
city. The gates were shut but when the Japs blew ther open early
August 12th they found the Army had gone. une sad thing about this
expedition is the effect it had on the country. (30) In the city
of ming Chow many women killed themselvas at the approach of the
armies. ken saw one room with about twenty dead women in it. The
troops hardly passed a town until they saw it burst into flames,

There was much cruelty._igp Allied soldier was sever sean carrying

~-—=gight ==~



(31)

Do,

75

(38)

" De.

76

(33)

Da.

78 -

a haby on his hasyoneti Practically none of the villagers who re-
mained until the Allies afri#ed, egcaped with their lives. srom
Tong-ku to Tung Chow the country appeared to be completely devastated
though of course the chinese troops-and the Boxers had somebhing to

do with this.

After tung Chow was founid deserted the Japanesse advane guard
moved on a few miles while all the rest of thé expedition went into
camp around the city, (31) The xusaian commander General Linivitch
sent & note to the other commanders requesting that the expedition
rest for a day as his men were tired out. All others objected to

this but he said he could not move so the others agreed to use the

12th in making reconnaissance toward reking. A canal with a parallel
road just north of it, runs from tung Chow to Peking. The sapanese
were to cover the éountry to the north of the road. the Americans
along‘gnd south of the canal., the ﬁritish to the south of the amer=-

cans. 1he uvonference decided that on the 14th the armies would

move up to the line established by the Japanese advance guard and

~then anothe;lconfsrence would be held to decide how to attack reking

T

2 F
Fopd

on the 15th.

AR

4#8) General chaffee on the morning of the 13th took

the 14th lnfahtry, #eilly's Battery and the vavalry troope and push=-

ed forward into the American zector. Lo resl resistance was encouw
tefe&, 80 he ordered the rest of his command to close on the advanc-

ed ftroops., 'his move was completed aboub midnight, 13th and iéth

of Auvgust. During this night hagféjrifle fire was heard to the west -
with now and then considerable a;;illery'firg. Reveille was early

the morning of the 14th., Jome rations had arrived and as the troom

were trying to get breakfast, more firing was heard toward the front.
(33) General Chaffee had sent his vavalry troops to the front. rhe
teneral rushed over to the uolonel of the 14th Infantry and said

"Give me some soldiers, quick, my Cavalry is surroundedi™ The 24

L B D dl - Ll



(34)
P.E.

(35)
P.E.

(36)

P.E. )

Battalion, 14th infantry, was hurried to the front But found it was
all a mistake so returned to their breakfasts., (34) Shortly after
breakfast the movemsnt forward began. ueneral Chaffee had Reilly's
sattery placed in a corn field near a smell village with some com=
vanies of the 1l4th lnfantry deployed in the dense corn hetweén the
Battery aﬁd reking with a village on a canal at their right flank.
Genersl vhaffes and his staff weée up on a mud house vehind the
right of this line, watehing tﬁe affect of fthe arﬁillery fire on a
Peking wall towsr that they could see. Lieutenant J4. r#. Gohn, com-
maending vompany B, 14th infantry, climhed up on the same house to
watch the fire. At thias time quite a heavy rifle fire broke out in
the village to the right of the line. (35) General chaffee turned
saensd to Lisutenant ohn and said "Lieutenant, assemble your com~
pany and go down into that village and find out what that fire is

and stop it if you can.” The Lieutenant assembled the company and

~moved into the village, coming out on"the .canal. the canal was par-

tially Filled with canal boats much like those of the united states.

the people of the village had all hidden in these boats. (36) Then

Lieutenant uchn arrived in view there were gllied soldiers (of one
nation)&on the boats, firipg and stabbing into the mass of men,
women and children. The poor people began to surge up to get out
of the boats and away, when the soldiers on the bank, under com-
mand of a fat officer, fired volleys into the mass. Women threw
their bables into the canal and Jumped in after them. A naked
child staggered across the deck, 1ts back running blood. This was
an almost instantaneous‘picture. Lt. Gohn had been some little
time finding the place. Almost at the same instant Gen. Chaffee
and his staff rode up., His language does not look well in print,
but he to0ld one of his staff to "tell that officer to get his men
out of my lines.”™ The General turned to Lt. Gohn and said; "If he

does not go take a squad of men and put him back."” He went.
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Pfg?) (37} After this heart rending incident Lt, Goknfs company

continued along the canal (on the tow-path, south side, in single
file, Lt. Gohn in the lead) towaris Péking._ The grass was high on

either aide.of the path, but before long the company came close
to the northeast corner of‘the Chinese Gity wall, A few of the
men cressed the bridge over a kina of moat there, and stood gaz-
ing up at the tower and the wall, Fire was opensd 6n them from
the wall to the south of the corner, 8o they just stepped aroudd
‘the corner out of reach. As the men of the company came up out
of the deep grass they rushed across the bridge and around the

Dg?aéo corner of the wall. (38) They then moved west along the wall

r.E. toward_where the wall of the Tartar City reaches to the north.
They 4id not get far before Pire frqm the Tartar wall stopped
them. They collected behind a bastion, Col. Daggett and Capt.
Leonard, the AdjJutant, caught up at this place.

It seemed‘there was only ohe dirsction left to go, and
that was up, onfo the wall., No scaling lsdders were at hand,
but there were many holes in the wall and it seemed to have no

_ guards at this point. & successful attempt to scale the wall
{39) was made and (39) at 11 a. m. the U. 3 flag was flying there
??ﬁ.aa Vand the wall to the south had been cleared while rifle fire had
rejuced the amount of Chinese fire coming from the big tower on
the corner of the Partar Wall, asbout 300 yds. away. This tower.
had four rowa of port-holes, sixteen in s row, on each side, i
The Americans started west along*%ﬁé:%gﬁf%to see 1f they counld
get into the big tower. On the way they came to the Tung Pien
gate and found hiding there Russian soldiers who had come up
during the previous night and had tried to relisve the legations
D(4035 gingle~handed after (40) their general had notified the Allies
8e 7be

that his men could not move for another day, as they were too

tired. Chinese fire had held them cooped up with their artil-
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Q:::E;;’i?ry useless, until the arrival of the Americans releasad them.

»—m.m.,.; g 2

From the gate it eould be seen that there was no way itto
the tower from the Chinese City wall, so the Americaens went down
(41) a ramp into the Chinese city. (41) An American staff officer
BB Joined them there and led about two squadé out in the open to
charge this tower over an open space of about 150 yds., where
from the bottom of the tower up to the first row of port-holes
there was about fifty fest of smooth brick wall. Perhaps, be~
ing an Ordnance Officer, he intended to blow it up. An officer N
of the regiment came on the scene in time to call the men back.
Co. H of the 14th Infantry followed Co. E into the‘éity,
and they were followed by Btry. F, 5th Field Artillery, by way
of the gats.
Along the south side of the Tartar well was & moat with
some water in it. Parallelling the wall and some 150 yds, from
(42) it was a streef with rmi 1'~ouse=et on each side. Cne at a time (42)
Fofe 'fhe men of these companies ran the gauntlét from near the gate
to the shelfer of the above-mentioned strest. There roofs were
manned and fire opened on the south Tarter wall. Reilly's guns
were handled about the éame way, and by 1 p; m. practically all
the Chinese fire was silenced. More compsnies of the 14th Inf,
(43) came up, but none knew where the legatlons were. (43) The Brit-
Pa. 91 ish entered a gate in the east side of the Chinese city wall, af=
ter the Americans hsad driven-the Chinese away, moved in and around
the Amerioan left ani into the legation grounds without firing a
ghot., America cleared the way, but the British entered the lega-
tions first.
The Japaneaehmovea.against a gate in the east side of the
Tartar city wall, They had more opposition, and did not get in=
to the city until the moraning of the 15th,
As a gpecial mark of honor the 14th Inf., U. S. Army, was

moved into the British legation grounds to let the people there
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(44)
Da. B89
P.E.

(45)
Da, 96
P.E,

(46)
P.E.

(47)
P.E.

ge0 what their rescuers were like. The troops were ragged, dirty,
81ck and tired. The rescued people had put on their best. (44)
It was some contrast. The troops had 1little food but they still

~had bread and mule meat, However it was a tear producing meeting.

Those reacued had been expecting death or worse for some fifty &ays
and their losses were very heavy,
THE BATTLE FOR THE FORBIDDEN CITY GATES

The night of the 14th the American forcas camped just souxp_‘
of the south wall of the Tartar city., Sniping from the west con=-
timed through the night. The next morning the column formed,
14th Inf, in front, and moved west., (45) As they arrived oppo~
site the gates leading into the Forbidden City Gen. Chaffee poink~-
ed them out to the colomel of the 14th and sald; "There sre the
gates of the Porbidden City, go take them,”™ Start at the gate
in the Tartar wall at the south side of the Forbidden City and
count the gates to the north, or into that city. Thers are file‘
of them, one after the other, The gate in the Tarfar wall was
already in American hands. The second gate was Just a barrier,
as 1t hed no towers flanking it. Rellly had guns on the Tartar
wall above tha gate, some firing west along the wall and some
firing into thé forbidden city, American ¥arines and some of tlee
9th Iﬁfantry were placed on the Tartar wall and in the tower to
fire over into the eity. Some of the 14th got on the low wall
begide the second gate, and so brought thelr fire to bear on the
third gate towers. (46) In going from the second gate to the
third gate one passes side entrance gates at the right and the ~
left. 3Some companies of the 1l4th wére led around through the
burned gsection east of the Forbidden Gity to the east side gate,
However they could not open it unt$il other troops let them in
from the inside. (47) At the second gate Col., Daggett asked
for guns to blow the gate open. The gates were fastened on the

inside with one iron bar and one large woodsn bar. Some of



(48)
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(49)
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Reilly's guns were brought up and were used to bresk the bars,
TrooPB ﬁere then pushed i; and before long they reached the third
gate. This gate (1t had five entrances, regular tunnels through
the wall, about one hundred feet long) was opened in the same way.
The fourth was 1like the others, bars wers shot open. Company E;
14th Inf, rushed through and met & heavy fire from the towers of
the fifth and last gate some three hundred yards away. Buildings
were along the sides and many tents, with banners before them,

were pitched in the aresa between. (48) The company took what

“eover it could and replied to the fire while the artillery fired

through the gate ovening. After silencing the Chinese fire; the
men moved up to the last gate. Through its cerack they counld see
carved marble steps leading up to the first throne room, (49) As
they were getting the guns up to shoot open fthis last barrier to
the center of the Forbidden City, orders were received fto leave
the gata.shut and withdrsws It gave them a terrible feeling to
leave what they had so dearly won, The foreign ministers for
some reason decided it would he best not to oceupy the Forbidden
City, - The troopa were withdrawn and returned to camp. Among the
American lnsses this day was Captain . J. Reilly, Eiel& Artillery,
killed on the Tartar wall while observing the fire of his battery.

The aetion of August 15th really bhrings to an end the fight-
ing work of the elief Zxpedition and all though most of the troops
were retained for some montha in reking, and many more were landed
and moved to Tientsin, yet the actual relief of the legations was
over.,

ANALY3I3 AND CRITICISM
POLITICAL

There is a question as to whether or not the siege of the
legatiohs would have taken place if the forts at the mouth of the
Pieho had not been diredted.by the foreign naval commandars (ex-

cept Americans,) to.surrsnder.
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23
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(50) 3ir ¢laude MacDonald in his dispatch of 3eptember 20,
1900, stated "We had up to this moment no information whatever
that 7ientsin was in any danger, still less that the line to Taku
was menaced, and we have therefore failed to understand the urgency
of the naval authorities' actions, and were inclined to construe it
as premature, 1f not needlessly pfovqcative."

{B1) It is saild that one of the most influential Chinese of=-
ficials had actually »nrepared a petition to the Zmperor entreating
him to suppress the Boxers and protect foreigners, but when news
of the fall of the forts came he tore it up séying that the Powers
had made war on thina and there was nothing to do now but resist
to the end. 7

(52) lMany missionaries state that they were perfectly safe
until news of the fall of the Taku forts arrived. The forts at
the mouth of the Lutai Biver intimated that they would do nothing
unless attacksd, They were let alone until late 4in 3eptember.

There was no hostile move mede by the Taku forte until they
had been directed to surrender within twenty-four hours.

(53) Japan was near at hend with a large well trained army.
Why was she not allowed to bring in quickly s well eguipped force
and relieve the legations prohsbly within thirty days? Among the
fighting forces there were hound %o be differences of opinion as
to what to do and when to do it. ZSach wust have been influenced
by what he thought his government would want as well as what he
knew they wanted_from the instructions received from them.

(54) For instance, the American admirasl refused to help assault
the forts at Taku because he bslieved that te be an act of war
ageinst China while he had been instructed to act differently by
Washington. However he was not gig;; in giving all the help he

eould toward the relief of Tientsin and reking,
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TACTICAL

Turing the whole of this period it was of course difficult
to get coordinated movement hetween the differant allies hecause
sach comranded a separate army and there was no one head. (55) How=
ever, there were places where om® commander agreed to work under
another as the Americans under General Dorward, Sritish Comrmander
at Tientsin. (B6) In this case the orders and instructions given
the 9th lnfantry were very vague and no effort appears to have heen
made to acquaint Colonel Liscum with the plan of action or of the
terrain, causing him to meke some fatal moves. (57) He formed his
regiment in one long skirmish line with no supports or reserves.
(58) He moved it in this formation by the flank and then in a col®
umn of files led by himself., He migjudged fhe position of the Jap-
anese and supported the wrong flank. (59) His formation (one #kir-
mish 1line} required him to change front under & heavy enfilade fire,
Having no khowlegge of the terrain he moved his regiment, at the |
cost of his own life, into a position from which there was no es-
cape until after 3arkness had set in, (60} Attempts to relieve
him were made by sending more men toward him.

At Yang Tsun the Americans and British were joined together

‘because their sectors were not properly given out and understood,

this causing heavier losses. 4 t the same place the artillery did
not keep check on its infantry, with the result that our own shells

caused a good share of our losges,

(61) Movement of the whole force in one column forced some
troops to march through the terrible heat in the middle of the
day. As there were practically no roads, a much broader front
could have heen used and the march losses lessensd,

LES30N3

1. In infernational complication where naval and army
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officers may be called upon to act for their governments the senior
officers should be chosen for their knowledge of politieal and dip-
lomatie affairs as well ag for their knowledge of the art of war.

£. Where troops of two or more nations must work together
on some mission, it will prohably shorten the time required and
lower the cost of the opsration for them first to get together and
choose one as leader and them take orders from him.

3. In action be sure of your sectbr before you start. Xeep
in 1%, Rememher why we need supports and reserves. JIt is impossible
when under'heavy fire to change front without terrible logses., If
a force i3 held up do not reinforce it - send reinforcements around
the flanks of the opposition., I‘arching on broad fronts reduces the
totai number of hours marched, so the heat of the day need not be
endured. Be sure you know where your obhjective is, so that you may
reach it. (The 14 Infantry did not know where the legations were,

s0 the 8ritish got in ahead.)
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